ALMA

OLD HILL

OWNERS

LICENSEES

Enoch Morris [ | — 1875);
Jane Stevens (1875 -1 ]

ANCHOR HOTEL

1, St. Annes Road, (1, Dudley Wood Road), (1, Scholding Green Road), Five Ways, CRADLEY HEATH

OWNERS

Thomas Robinson

Mary Robinson

George Roberts Chatham

North Worcestershire Breweries Ltd. (acquired in 1896)
Wolverhampton and Dudley Breweries Ltd. [1919], [1994]

LICENSEES

Thomas Robinson [1861] —1868); first
Mrs. Mary Robinson (1868 — 1879);
George Roberts Chatham (1879 — 1896)
Joseph Oldbury (1896 —[ |

James Rowlands (1897 —1902)

William Jones [ ] —1903);

George Day (1903);

Joseph Lowe (1903 —1909);

Arthur Harvey (1909 —[ ]

John Davies []-1910);

Victor Percival Dingley (1910 —[1911]
Robert William Botfield [7912] —1915);
John Denning (1915 - /1916]

William Thomas Walker [1919] - 1920);
Henrietta Walker (1920);

William Tromans (1920 — 1926);

Harold Jasper [1924] ?

Major Allport (1926 — 1930);

William Thomas Hickman (1930 — 1931)
Jeston Victor Hall [71932] ?

Harry Layton (1932 —1937);

Frederick Nelson Raybould (1937 — 1938);
George Pearson (1938 — 1940);

James Thomas Newton (1940 — 1961);
Stanley Hay (1961 —1963);

Denis Priest (1963 — [1968]

David Mugglestone [ ] —1985)

Linda Ranford [1993]

NOTES

1, Scholding Green Road [1881], [1891], [1911], /1904]



1, Dudley Wood Road [1908], [1916], [1924], [1932], [1939], [1940]
St. Annes Road [1993], [1996]
1, St. Annes Road [2001]

It was originally the ROYAL EXCHANGE. [1861], [1864], [1868], [1871], [1873],[1879]
It was the headquarters of Cradley Heath St. Lukes FC.

1861 Census

Five Ways Road - ROYAL EXCHANGE

[1] Thomas Robinson (34), victualler, born Herefordshire;

[2] Mary A. Robinson (33), wife, born Dudley;

[3] William Robinson (31), brother, coal miner, born Herefordshire:

County Advertiser 27/8/1864

“Yesterday, the annual licensing of the Rowley division was held at COOKSEY’S HOTEL, Old Hill.....
There were nine applications by beerhouse keepers for licenses, only one of which was granted.....
Thomas Robinson, ROYAL EXCHANGE, Five Ways (refused).”

County Advertiser 28/8/1865 - Advert

“Good News. Thomas Robinson, of the ROYAL EXCHANGE, Five Ways Cradley Heath.

Begs to inform his numerous Friends and Supporters that he intends to sell them the Best Ales and Porter that can be manufac-
tured at the following Prices.

Best Old Ale, 5d per Quart.

Best Fresh ditto, 4d per Quart.

Second Best, 3d per Quart.

Porter, Prime, 4d per Quart.

Glass of the Best Ale or Porter, 1d.

Grains, 4d per Bushel. Barm at any price.”

County Advertiser 12/12/1868
“The license of the ROYAL EXCHANGE public house was transferred from the executors of Thomas Robinson to Mary Robin-

EE)

son.

1871 Census

Five Ways - ROYAL EXCHANGE

[1] Mary Robinson (43), widow, publican, born Dudley;
[2] Phoebe Cook (64), mother, widow, born Dudley;

[3] Matilda A. Cook (12), niece, born Dudley:

County Express 31/1/1874

“James Harris was summoned by Mary Robinson, landlady of the ROYAL EXCHANGE INN, Cradley Heath, for assaulting her
on the 25" inst. Complainant said that on the day in question the defendant came into her house in the afternoon and had some
beer. After a little time had elapsed he became abusive and said her beer was sour. She requested him to leave and he did so, but
returned again after, and was still more abusive and made use of bad language. She attempted to put him out and he struck her
about the head and face and bruised her. She eventually succeeded in getting him out of the house. Defendant was fined 10s and
costs or one month’s imprisonment.”

County Express 3/8/1878

“Robinson v Whitehall Colliery Company.

This was a mining action to recover damages for injuries to the ROYAL EXCHANGE INN, Five Ways, Cradley Heath, brought
be Mrs. Mary Robinson, the owner, against the Whitehall Colliery Company carrying on business as coalmasters at Cradley
Heath. Notice of trial was given for the last Stafford Assizes, but before the Commission day it was referred by Judges’ order to
G. M. Dowdeswell, Esq, QC, Official Referee. The learned referee opened his Court at the Great Western Hotel, Birmingham, on
Tuesday morning last, and the cause has been on all the week. Mr. Homfray (of the firm Homfray and Holberton, of Brierley Hill)
conducted the plaintift’s case, and Mr. Homer the defendants’. The case was opened by Mr. Homfray for the plaintiff, and that
gentleman called on that and subsequent days the following amongst other witnesses: Mr. John Collis, Mr. Thos. Brettell, and Mr.
T. T. Fisher, mining engineers; Messrs. George Dudley, J. M. Gething, John Bloomer, S. Insull, Samuel Leonard, Benjamin Bill-
ingham, John Billingham, Benjamin Attwood, T. Cook, W. Billingham, J. Adleston, Mrs. Robinson, the plaintiff, Mr. A. Homfray,
and the Clerk of the Peace for the county of Stafford.

Mr. Homer stated the case for the defendants, the Whitehall Colliery Company, and called the following amongst other witnesses:
Messrs. David Peacock, John Hughes, Wainwright, Broughall, B. Wooldridge, J. W. Buckley, M. Fletcher, D. Gill, and the defen-
dants.

The case had not concluded at the time of our going to press.”




County Express 16/11/1878

“Robinson v The Whitehall Colliery Company.

This action stood for trial at the Stafford Assizes, but was by judge’s orders referred to Mr. Dodswell, QC, the official receiver.
The reference took place at the Great Western Hotel, Birmingham, on the 30" and 31st July and 1% and 2" August last. Mr. Hom-
fray (of the firm Homfray and Holberton) conducted the plaintiff’s case, and Mr. Homer that of the defendants.

The case was opened by Mr. Homfray for plaintiff and the following among other witnesses were called by that gentleman: The
Clerk of the Peace, Messrs. John Collis, Thomas Brettell, and T. T. Fisher, mining engineers; Mr. Gething, architect; Mr. Samuel
Insull, Mr. Samuel Leonard and Mr. Jno. Bloomer, valuers; Messrs. George Dudley, B. Billingham, John Hughes, B. Attwood,
John Cook and the plaintiff.

Mr. Homer opened the defendant’s case and called among other witnesses the following: Messrs. David Peacock, Wainwright
John Hughes, Jeremiah Skidmore, John Skidmore and Mark Fletcher, mining engineers; Messrs. B. Woodridge, J. W. Beckley, and
C. A. Horton, valuers; and Messrs. Broughall, Shakespeare and Gill.

The plaintiff is owner of the ROYAL EXCHANGE INN, Cradley Heath, and the defendants are Mine lessees of Mr. George
Dudley and of also thick coal adjoining, belonging to the Earl of Dudley, part of the Rowley Enclosure which they worked to-
gether. The plaintiff’s husband bought the surface only of the land on which he built his Inn, a very small part of which was Mr.
G. Dudley’s freehold and the rest was Enclosure. The conveyance to the husband of plaintiff contained the following reservation:
‘Except and always received unto the person or persons entitled thereto the mines of coal and ironstone and other mines and min-
erals in or under such portion of the said piece of land thereby conveyed as was coloured pink on the said plan together with such
powers of getting and working the same as was vested in the owner or owners thereof, and also except and reserved unto the said
George Dudley, his heirs and assigns all the mines of coal in and under such portion of the said plot of land as was coloured green
in the said map or plan with full power for the said George Dudley his heirs and assigns to work and get the mines and minerals
belonging to him near and adjoining to the said plot of land there conveyed without being liable to make any compensation to

the said 7. Robinson his heirs or assigns or other owner of the hereditaments thereby conveyed for any damage or injury either
immediate or consequential that might then or at any time thereafter be occasioned by the working of the said mines or minerals
to the surface of the said hereditaments thereby conveyed or to any building or erections that might be erected thereon, or any part
thereof.’

The plaintiff’s statement set out the Rowley Regis Enclosure Act, and alleged that as to the Earl’s mines the defendants had not
left the proper vertical and lateral support, and as to George Dudley’s mines had worked them negligently. The defendants alleged
that all the damages to the inn had been caused by getting a boundary rib left by George Dudley, and that as to the Earl’s mines
they had only driven rods with three feet openings, subsequently enlarged to four feet. The plaintiff’s witnesses were unable to
get an underground inspection, as all roads had been closed, and so had to rely on surface indications which pointed to large clear-
ings out of thick coal from a considerable area; and on cross examination the defendants’ plan broke down and their book showed
sales when prices were high altogether inconsistent with mere trial roads. Mr. Dudley’s plan showed a clean boundary, and the
existence of the rib of thick coal, the getting of which the defendant set up as the sole cause of the surface injuries, depended upon
whether his shafts had been correctly laid down on the plan when his colliery was first commenced. The Official Receiver has
now made his report wherein he finds that the allegations in the plaintiff’s statement are true, and the defendants excavated the
thick coal under the plaintiff’s, the adjacent surface, in a negligent manner and awards her £405 damages, subject to a deduction
of £108 should the Court be of opinion that the defendants were entitled under special reservation aforesaid to mine how they
liked under George Dudley’s lands. The effect practically is that the plaintiff gets £297 and the costs of the action and reference,
and £108 in addition should the Court order when the judgement is entered up.”

Mary Robinson died in the 1* quarter of 1879.

County Advertiser 15/2/1879 - Advert

“ROYAL EXCHANGE INN, Five Ways Cradley Heath.

Household Furniture and Brewing Plant.

To be Sold by Auction, by Mr. T. Pateshall, on the Premises as above, on Monday, February 17%, 1879, the Household Furniture,
Brewing Plant, and Effects, consisting of Hogshead, Half-hogshead, and other Casks, 100 gallons Wrought Iron Boiler, 150 gal-
lons Cast Iron ditto, Vats, Mash-tub, Gathering Tubs, Malt Crusher, lot of Jugs, Cups, Glasses, Spirit Barrels, Ale and Spirit Mea-
sures, Six-pull Beer Machine and Piping, Cross-leg and Square Tables, Chimney Glasses, Mahogany Chest of Drawers, Eight-day
Clock in Oak Case, Chairs, Mahogany Horsehair-seated Sofa, Fourpost Bedsteads, Painted Washhand Stands and Dressing Tables,
and numerous other Articles belonging to the Executors of the late Mrs. Mary Robinson.

Sale to commence at Eleven o’clock in the Morning.

Catalogues may be had of the Auctioneer, Cradley Heath and Colley Gate.”

County Advertiser 30/8/1879

“Rowley Annual Licensing Sessions.....

The Bench allowed the transfer of the following alehouse licenses.....

ROYAL EXCHANGE, Cradley Heath, from the executors of Mary Robinson to George Roberts Chatham.”

George Roberts Chatham = George Robert Chatham

County Express 13/3/1880




“A complimentary dinner was given at Mr. George Chatham’s, ANCHOR INN, Five Ways, Cradley Heath, on the 3™ inst, when
about 30 gentlemen sat down. Mr. Turnley occupied the chair, and Mr. T. Taylor vice-chair. Among those present were Messrs.
Boston Hayes, T. Mallin, W. Hipkiss, I. Rollinson, W. Round, W. Brettle and C. Yardley. The usual loyal and patriotic toasts
were duly honoured, and the evening was enlivened by appropriate songs. A pleasant and enjoyable evening terminated at eleven
o’clock.”

Dudley and District News 23/10/1880

“A meeting of miners was held on Thursday night, at the ANCHOR INN, Cradley Heath, to hear an address from Mr. Joseph
Southall, miners’ agent for the Cannock Chase district. Mr. William Breakwell presided. Mr. Southall said both masters and men
interested in the coal trade were suffering very acutely at the present time. In the Cannock Chase district coal was being sold too
cheap, and consequently labour was not fairly remunerated. If the price of coal was advanced it would benefit both the employers
and the employed. The masters at Cannock Chase were delivering coal into Staffordshire cheaper than it was being sold there.
The best coal at Cannock was being sold for less that 7s per ton. Consequently, the men were being paid 2s 3d a stint, which was
6d lower than it had been in the Cannock Chase district during the last fifty-five years. Speaking of the sliding scale, he said it
never had a fair trial, as it had not been tried in a rising market.

The following resolution was unanimously adopted: ‘That this meeting pledges itself to support the Union in carrying out the
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resolution of the recent conference, soliciting masters to grant an increase in wages’.

1881 Census

1, Scholding Green Road

[1] George R. Chatham (29), licensed victualler, born Norton, Shropshire;
[2] Sarah Chatham (28), wife, born Quarry Bank;

[3] George R. Chatham (11 months), son, born Cradley Heath;

[4] Sarah Cooper (20), barmaid, born Old Hill;

[5] Rachel Cotton (19), general servant, born Netherton:

Dudley and District News 10/6/1882

“The following persons, all of Cradley Heath, were charged by Mr. John George Horder, one of her Majesty’s Inspectors of
Weight and Measures, with infringing the Act.....

George Robert Chatham, licensed victualler, Five Ways, an unstamped pint measure. Fined 1s and costs.”

Dudley and District News 21/10/1882

“On Tuesday night a large and representative meeting of colliers was held at the ANCHOR INN, Cradley Heath. A working
miner, who presided, said that poor Staffordshire was 40 to 50 per cent worse than other coal producing districts in the country.

He believed that at the present time pike-men were worse off than when they worked the long hours. The evils they were now
working under were simply mountainous. The only remedy of these evils was union. He did not wish them to unite to terrorise
over the masters; but he thought the masters had been very hard and bitter to them. (Hear hear.) Unless they combined to help
each other they would never get their rights. Mr. Breakwell (delegate) said it had just come to his ears that at some local pits the
men’s allowance of coal had been stopped. (Shame.) Other privileges that had been fought for and won by their fathers were now
waning away, and it behove them as stewards of those privileges to see that they were protected. (Applause.) But there being

no union among the men, at least one employer was trying to make his employes work under the ten per cent advance gained by
the recent strike. If the men in the district were to be bound by the sliding scale he thought that the masters ought to abide by it.
But the present scale was useless, as it had no bottom, and allowed the masters to go into the market, reduce prices as they liked,
and then take it out of the men. Were the men not in that assemblage earning less than 18s a week? (Plenty on us.) Well it was
simply through their want of union that this state of things existed. If only they would get over that foolish distrust of each other
and unite in standing up for their rights, the public, when they knew the true state of things would assist the poor Black Country
colliers in getting a fair day’s pay for a fair day’s labour.

The Chairman said it was a great shame that the public should be paying 14s a ton, when the miners were only getting 3s 8d a day.
At the close of the meeting a resolution was passed in favour of the total abolition of the sliding scale.

Complaints have been lodged as to the working of the “field pay’ system, which provides a small fund for sick allowance, a resolu-
tion was passed in favour of joining the Employers Liability Corporation Limited.”

County Advertiser 26/7/1884 - Advert

“Cradley Heath Grand Fete and Gala.

Will take place at Old Fields, near the New British Iron Company’s Works, kindly lent by Mr. David Bridge (the best that has been
seen for many years), on Bank Holiday, August 4%, 1884.

The Cradley Heath Brass and Reed Band, under the direction of Mr. Joseph Westwood, will be in attendance, and play some of the
most popular Music of the day.

The Cradley Hand-Bell Ringers will be in attendance under the direction of Mr. C. Southall.

The Committee have engaged, regardless of expense, the following well known Artistes, under the management of Mr. Ishmael
Worton: Great and costly engagement of Mddle. Zazar and Bros. Vollino, in their astounding performances on the Flying Trapeze;
also their Champion Triple Trapeze Act, Acrobats, French Clowns, and introducing marvellous flights of 70ft by Miss Zazar, the
smartest Flying Trapeze Artiste extant.

New and Original Sensations. Misses Creswick and Rezin, the greatest of all Lady Duettists and Dancers. See them! A treat!




Special engagement of the great Pat Riley, one of the best Irish Comedians on the British Stage.

Expensive engagement of the great Miss May Tillan, the charming Burlesque Actress, from the London Music Halls; costly Ward-
robe. This lady has never appeared in Staffordshire before.

Old English Sports, Games, Coconut Bowling, Old Aunt Sally, &c. An Efficient Band will be in attendance for Dancing on the
Platform. In fact, one constant round of Amusement. Eight hours Genuine Fun.

100 Yards Foot Race — First Prize, Silver Watch; Second, Silver Cup.

Quarter Mile Foot Race — First Prize, a valuable Watch; Second, Silver Cup.

Pig Chase, open to children under 12 years of age. Winner to take the Pig. Entrance 3d each.

Refreshments will be provided by Mr. G. Chatham, of the usual good quality, at town prices.

Ground open at Two o’clock. Admission, Sixpence each; Children under 12, Half-price. Tickets may be had of the following:
Mr. Ishmael Worton, CROWN HOTEL; Mr. G. Chatham, ANCHOR INN; Mr. A. Griffith, Mr. J. Williams, Mr. T. Horton, Mr. Ar-
thur Lane, and of the Secretary, Mr. E. M. Knott, Cradley Heath, to whom all entries and communications should be addressed.”

County Advertiser 4/4/1885

“The Soirée Committee. On Monday evening the members of the committee who had management of the soirée held a short

time ago, dined together with a number of friends at Mr. Chatham’s, ANCHOR INN, Five Ways. After an excellent dinner, Mr.
Williams was voted to the chair. It was stated that after paying all expenses of the soirée there was a balance of £1 19s 2d in hand,
and with commendable generosity the committee decided to hand over that sum to the Cradley Heath Institute. The remainder of
the evening was spent in a convivial manner.”

County Express 9/4/1887

“John Parker and Benjamin Parker, labourers, Beggar’s Row, Cradley Heath, were charged with stealing a copper kettle, the prop-
erty of James Banks, hawker, 37, Hampton Street, Birmingham, on the 5% inst.

Prosecutor said that on Tuesday night he went to the ANCHOR INN, Cradley Heath, where he found the prisoners, and offered a
copper kettle for sale. Prisoners then took him to the CROWN INN, stating that the landlord wished to buy a kettle. While they
were in the house the prisoners made him pay for a pint of beer, and as he was going out the prisoner Benjamin Parker knocked
him down. When he got up he found that his kettle had been taken, and he gave information to Police-sergeant Hayward. On the
way to the station the prisoner John ran away, but was caught again by the officer. The kettle was afterwards found concealed
behind the door at the CROWN INN.

The Bench thought there was not sufficient evidence to convict and believed the prisoners had been playing a practical joke on the
prosecutor.”

1891 Census

1, Scholding Green Road — ANCHOR INN

[1] George R. Chatham (39), licensed victualler, born Farlow, Shropshire;
[2] Sarah Chatham (38), wife, born Kingswinford;

[3] Blanche Chatham (6), daughter, scholar, born Rowley Regis;

[4] Marianne Chatham (3), daughter, born Rowley Regis;

[5] Eliza Beard (18), servant, born Dudley;

[6] Hannah Hampton (19), servant, born Dudley:

Smethwick Telephone 18/4/1891
“A meeting in connection with the Knights of Labour was held last Monday evening at the ANCHOR HOTEL, Cradley Heath .....
the next meeting will be held at the PLOUGH INN, Oldbury Road, Smethwick on Monday May 11%.”

County Express 20/6/1891

“A meeting of delegates from about 40 lodges of the Knights of Labour, at Birmingham, Cradley Heath, Smethwick, Lye Waste,
Stourbridge, Dudley, and other places, was held at the ANCHOR INN, Cradley Heath, on Monday, to further consider the propos-
al to establish an independent national assembly for Great Britain. The movement originated about ten months ago, when effort
was made to secure registration of the order on its American form; but the Registrar-General declined to sanction the registration
of the order according to the American constitution. It was then decided to take steps to form an English society, the chief object
being to get it registered in accordance with the laws of this country; but the promoters of the organisation were anxious at the
same time to keep as close as possible to the American order, only modifying it so as to adapt it to the special requirements of
English workers and national custom. At the meeting on Monday the preamble of the constitution was read and approved; and it
was decided to establish a national assembly of the order in Great Britain.

The delegates discussed a code of rules which had been drawn up by a special committee appointed for the purpose.”

County Express 5/9/1891 - Advert

“Cradley Heath. To Property Buyers, Investors & Others.

Sale of Important Freehold Butcher’s Shop and Premises, with Land & Houses, at Newtown, Reddall Hill.

Mr. Herbert Humphries will Sell by Auction, at the House of Mr. George Chatham, ANCHOR HOTEL, Five Ways, on Tuesday,
September 15", 1891, at Seven o’clock in the Evening, subject to conditions of the Birmingham Law Society, the following very
Valuable Properties.....”




Birmingham Daily Post 20/2/1892 - Advert
“To Innkeepers, and Investors.

Sale of one of the most important Old-Licensed Inns in the District, the SHELTON INN, Belle Vale, Halesowen.

Mr. Herbert Humpbhries, FAI, begs to announce instructions from the Administrator of the late Nathan Smith, to Sell by Auction, at
the ANCHOR INN, Cradley Heath, on Monday, February 29, 1892, at Six for Seven o’clock in the evening, subject to conditions
incorporating the common form conditions of the Birmingham Law Society.....”

Birmingham Daily Post 23/1/1894 - Advert
“10s Reward — Lost, Corngreaves Road or Pig Lane, Gold-rimmed Spectacles.

Chatham, ANCHOR HOTEL, Cradley Heath.”

County Advertiser 10/2/1894 - Advert

“Desirable Residential and other Properties and Choice Building Sites.

Mr. T. Pateshall is favoured with instructions to Offer for Sale by Auction, at the house of Mr. G. Chatham, the ANCHOR HO-
TEL, Cradley Heath, on Thursday, the 15" day of February, 1894, at Six o’clock in the Evening, subject to conditions.....”

The Era 29/10/1894 - Advert

“‘At The Foot Of The Altar.’

Wanted, Gentleman for Juvenile Lead and Light Comedy. Former to Rehearsal at Once; latter, Nov 23%, Lowest terms, referenc-
es, height &c, address Sunday, W. E. Langley, ANCHOR HOTEL, Cradley Heath.”

[A theatrical producer living there.]

George R. Chatham was also a brewer. [1895]

Birmingham Daily Post 5/12/1895
“At Old Hill, yesterday, Henry Alfred Ashwin (37), no home, was charged with obtaining food and lodgings by false pretences,

from George R. Chatham, landlord of the ANCHOR HOTEL, Cradley Heath, between November 13 and 27.

Prosecutor said the prisoner visited his house on the evening of the 13" ult, and applied for lodgings. He said he represented the
Midland Educational Company, Birmingham. He told witness about the commission he was getting, and said he had received
orders from several persons in the locality for advertisements in the company’s diary. He obtained lodgings, food, and drink

to the value of £2 7s 4d. Prisoner went out every morning with a parcel, and appeared to be doing considerable business. Po-
lice-sergeant Newman, on the 27" visited the HOLLY BUSH INN, Cradley Heath, and questioned the prisoner about leaving the
ANCHOR without paying what he owed. Prisoner said he could pay his debts, and witness requested that he should accompany
him to prosecutor’s house. Immediately prisoner got outside he bolted, and witness and Police-constable Winn, after a good
chase, caught him. When charged he said, ‘I always represented to Mr. Chatham that I was employed by the Midland Educational
Company. I am employed indirectly at a rate of 25 per cent.” Witness searched prisoner and found upon him 4s 2d in money, two
filled-up receipt books, whilst in a parcel which he carried with him 460 billheads belonging to various firms and tradespeople in
the neighbourhood, upon whom he had called. Further evidence showed the prisoner was neither employed by the Midland Edu-
cational Company nor authorised to canvass.

Prisoner was further charged with obtaining 2s 6d by false pretences from Messrs. Holt and Willetts, pulley block manufacturers,
Cradley Heath, and 12s 6d from Edgar Silvers Bloomer. It was stated that there were altogether about twenty charges against
prisoner.

The magistrates committed him to the Staffordshire Quarter Sessions.”

[Henry Alfred Ashwin had already served terms of imprisonment for like offences.]

County Advertiser 3/10/1896
“Rowley Annual Adjourned Licensing Sessions.....
Interim authorities were granted to ..... Joseph Oldbury, ANCHOR HOTEL, Cradley Heath.”

County Advertiser 7/8/1897 - Advert

“ANCHOR HOTEL, Cradley Heath.

Arthur H. Sidaway has received instructions from the North Worcestershire Breweries Ltd, to Sell by Auction, at an Early Date,
several Capital Brewing Plants, which will be removed to the above Premises for convenience of Sale.

Particulars will appear in future Advertisements.

Auctioneer’s Offices, High Street, Cradley Heath.”

James Rowlands = James Rowland

County Express 9/10/1897

“The second annual parade of Foresters in the Cradley, Cradley Heath, Quarry Bank, and Dudley Wood districts, for the benefit of
the home at Clent, took place on Sunday afternoon, with every element of success attending it — the day was fine, the crowd was
large, and the collections were very satisfactory. A pleasing feature about the parade was the number of members who turned out,
and the number of courts. The following courts were represented.....

Foresters Home, ANCHOR HOTEL, Cradley Heath.”




The Era 14/1/1899 - Advert

“Mr. H. W. Ebbutt at Liberty shortly, termination ‘New Mazeppa’ Tour. Late ‘Cheer, Boys, Cheer,” ‘Derby Winner,” &c. AN-
CHOR HOTEL, Cradley Heath.”

[An actor living there.]

County Advertiser 8/7/1899

“The Midland Counties Trades Federation opened the two days Conference on Monday, at Graingers Lane School, Cradley
Heath.....

The delegates were entertained to dinner at the ANCHOR HOTEL by the council of the Chain and Anchor Associations. An
excellent spread was put upon the tables by the host, Mr. J. Rowland.....”

County Advertiser 15/7/1899
“The annual meeting of Court Foresters’ Home, No.4196, A.O.F, held at the ANCHOR HOTEL, Cradley Heath, was held on
Monday evening. Bro. L. Cartwright, CR presided.....”

The Stage 15/6/1899 - Advert
“Miss Edie Preece Disengaged, Chambermaids. Offers Invited. Address, ANCHOR HOTEL, Cradley Heath.”
[An actor living there.]

West Bromwich Weekly News 9/6/1900 - Advert
“Girl, smart, wanted, to assist generally.
Rowland, ANCHOR HOTEL, Cradley Heath.”

County Express 23/6/1900
“The annual meeting and dinner of the executive of the Best Chainmakers’ Association was held at the ANCHOR HOTEL on
Monday evening, when the members partook of a repast well served by the landlord, Mr. Rowlands.....”

County Express 21/7/1900
“The members of Court Foresters’ Home, No0.4196, of the A.O.F. dined at Bro. J. Rowland’s, the ANCHOR HOTEL, Cradley
Heath, on Monday. About 40 sat down to a capital repast. Bro. L. Cartwright presided.....”

County Express 28/7/1900
“The third annual day in connection with the New Block Chainmakers’ Society was held on Monday, and the event was celebrated
at the house of Mr. Rowlands, the ANCHOR HOTEL, Cradley Heath, when some fifty assembled.....”

County Express 6/10/1900

“On Tuesday evening Mr. E. O. Nightingale, auctioneer of this town, held a successful sale of properties at the ANCHOR INN.
The property comprised five dwelling houses situate in Providence Street, being sold to Mr. Thos. Stone for £752. There was a
good company present, and the price realised gave the greatest satisfaction. Mr. John Wright, solicitor of the town and Halesow-
en, acted for the vendors.”

Smethwick Weekly News 2/2/1901

“On Wednesday Mr. H. A. Pearson (coroner), held an inquest at the ANCHOR HOTEL, Cradley Heath, respecting the death of
James Cowley, aged three years and eleven months, who died on Monday from the effects of burns sustained on the 2™ ult. It ap-
peared that on the morning of the latter date a sister of deceased was fanning the fire, when a spark flew out and ignited his shirt.
He sustained serious burns, from which he died on Monday.

The Jury returned a verdict of Accidental Death.”

County Express 16/3/1901

“Warwick Plant, fishmonger, High Street, Cradley, was charged with assaulting Hezekiah Bills, chainmaker, of Quarry Bank, on
the 5" inst. Mr. G. Williams (Messrs. Wright and Williams) defended.

Bills story was that he went into the ANCHOR INN, Cradley Heath, with his daughter and a friend. He had a musical box with
him, and started this playing. Plant and a few friends came in, and Plant began insulting witness, and wanted to fight him ‘for as
many pounds as he liked.” Witness told him he was no fighting man, and that he did not want any bother. Plant then hit witness
on the head, and from the force of the blow, as he struck round, fell down. Mr. Rowlands, the landlord came in, and Plant went
outside.

Cross-examined: Witness denied taking his hat round to collect money for the music. Witness started the musical box for his own
amusement. He denied receiving a penny from anyone for the music; he also denied pushing Plant or touching him at all.

After John Smith, the man who was with Bills, had given evidence, Mr. Williams, for the defence, said the whole affair seemed
to have been most trumpery and trivial. Bills started his musical box, and then went round with his hat. This annoyed Plant, who
told him he ought not to go round cadging when he could earn £3 a week. The two men pushed each other, with the result that
Plant tumbled down.

Plant and other witnesses were called for the defence, and the Bench, after hearing the evidence, dismissed the case.”




1901 Census

Scholding Green Road - ANCHOR HOTEL

[1] James Rowlands (39), licensed victualler and glass painter, born West Bromwich;
[2] Emma Rowlands (35), wife, born Birmingham;

[3] Francis Allen Rowlands (9), son, born Melborne, Australia;

[4] Dorothy J. Rowlands (7), daughter, born Melborne, Australia;

[5] Reginald Rowlands (5), son, born Smethwick;

[6] Grace A. Rowlands (3), daughter, born Cradley Heath;

[7] C. Munton (19), barmaid, born Nuneaton;

[8] Alice Berks (18), domestic servant, born Cradley Heath;

[9] Bennie Doctor (24), boarder, actor and musician, born Buffalo, New York:

County Advertiser 1/6/1901

“Last week a presentation dinner to celebrate the safe return of Corporal Thomas James Brown from South Africa was held at the
ANCHOR HOTEL, Five Ways, under the presidency of Mr. Thomas Poole, sen. Mr. James Rowlands, the host, with his usual
care and taste, provided for the ‘creature good’ in a manner highly commendable. Some forty friends sat down to table, includ-
ing the guest, who looked the picture of health, albeit deeply tanned by the rays of an African sun, under which he has served for
fifteen months.....”

County Advertiser 7/9/1901 - Advert

“Unreserved Sales of Dutch Flowering Bulbs, including Hyacinths, Tulips, Crocuses, Narcissus, &c.

Messrs. Cooper and Hill will hold their Annual Sales as follows:

ANCHOR HOTEL, Cradley Heath. Tuesday, 17 September, 1901.

STAR HOTEL, Halesowen. Wednesday, 18" September, 1901.

HANDEL HOTEL, Blackheath. Friday, 20" September, 1901.

Sale to commence at Seven o’clock in the Evening.

Catalogues may be obtained from the Offices of the Auctioneers, Halesowen, Cradley Heath, and Blackheath.”

County Express 12/10/1901

“Block Chainmakers’ Society. The members of this society held their annual dinner at the ANCHOR HOTEL, on Monday, when
a good dinner was provided by the host, Mr. J. Rowlands, and was greatly enjoyed. At the after proceedings Mr. J. H. Smith (sec-
retary), presided, supported by Mr. C. Loates, of the Lock Makers’ Society, and Mr. J. Taylor, secretary of the Midland Counties
Trade Federation. The chairman, in a few remarks about the condition of the trade, congratulated the society and the steady prog-
ress made during the last year, and upon the increased benefits and increased prices.

Mr. Loates gave an interesting speech in which he told the operatives the only way to maintain prices and to better their condition
was to combine and keep the society intact. He also spoke of the condition of the lock makers before they had a society, and at the
present time, when their conditions were greatly improved.

Mr. J. Taylor congratulated the operatives on the position they now occupied. He was pleased to say a better understanding
existed between the employers and workers than had ever been the case. He was pleased to know the society gave sick pay, death
benefits, &c, and he thought trade societies ought to deal with every phase of the workers’ life. Mr. Taylor went on to speak of the
work of the Midland Counties Trades Federation, and of what it had accomplished for the working classes. He also touched upon
the adverse decision of the House of Lords as affecting trades unionism.

Songs were given during the evening by several of the men, and a vote of thanks to the host and hostess concluded the proceed-
ings. Mr. J. Clifton was accompanist.”

County Express 22/2/1902

“A complimentary dinner was given to the president of the [cricket] club (Mr. R. Fellows) at the ANCHOR HOTEL, on Monday
evening, and a thoroughly enjoyable evening was spent by some 25 members and friends. Mr. L. Connop was in the chair, and
amongst those present were Messrs. R. Fellows, B. Millward, G. Standish, E. Bissel, J. C. Teagaue, T. L. Round, G. Mason, A.

J. Pearson, and others. A capital dinner was served by the host, Mr. J. Rowlands. The loyal toast was proposed from the chair,
following which Mr. G. Standish proposed the toast of ‘The President,” making reference to the interest Mr. Fellows took in the
club and his anxiety to do all he could to promote its welfare. The toast was most cordially received, and in reply Mr. Fellows
thanked the proposer of the toast for the kind manner he had proposed it. He (Mr. Fellows) only wished that he deserved one-half
or one-quarter the nice things he had said. He also thanked those present for the hearty way they had received the toast. He was
fully conscious of his shortcomings. When they were good enough to ask him to become president of the club he considered it

a great honour and he did not accept the office lightly, or without consideration. But having accepted it, he did his best to do his
duty. If they were satisfied with the way he had filled the office he was delighted, and was amply repaid for any little loss of time,
or any little inconvenience he might have been put to — (hear, hear). Looking back upon his term in office, he could honestly say
that it had been one of great pleasure to him, and whether in or out of office they could rely on him doing all he could possibly for
the Cradley Heath Cricket Club. After referring to cricket being the truly national game, Mr. Fellows went on to urge the playing
members to practice regularly, so that they might have a large number of wins to their credit at the end of next season. In conclu-
sion, he hoped they would again have some good sports for the public, and expressed his intention to offer a substantial prize for
competition at the sports — (applause). Other toasts were given, and during the evening songs were nicely rendered by Messrs. J.




E. Mathews, Grice, and G. H. Mason. Mr. B. Heys presided at the piano.”

County Express 1/3/1902

“As briefly recorded in our issue last week, a strike is taking place among the outworkers of the dollied and block chain sections
of the chain trade to get an advance of 10 per cent upon the 13-16in downwards, which the operatives say the employers agreed
to concede at a conference held in Birmingham in November last year. A largely attended meeting of strikers was held at the AN-
CHOR HOTEL, Cradley Heath, on Saturday morning.....”

County Express 15/3/1902

“A meeting of the outworkers in the dollied and block branches of the chain trade, who are on strike, was held at the ANCHOR
INN, Cradley Heath, on Saturday morning. Mr. James H. Smith presided, and said a few of the outworkers had been started at the
advance, but there were more men out on strike than there were a week ago. Something like £250 per week was being expended
in strike pay.....”

County Express 22/3/1902

“A largely attended meeting of the chainmakers in the dollied and block sections of the chain trade in the Cradley Heath and sur-
rounding districts, who are out on strike, claiming an advance of 10 per cent in their wages, was held on Saturday morning at the
ANCHOR INN, Cradley Heath. Mr. J. H. Smith, the secretary of the society, who presided, explained that no other masters had

consented to concede the advance, but the men were being well supported. A resolution deciding to continue the strike until the

whole of the employers concede the advance was carried unanimously, and at the close over £200 was distributed in strike pay.”

County Express 29/3/1902

“A further meeting of the chainmakers, who are out on strike to obtain a 10 per cent advance in wages, was held at the ANCHOR
INN, Cradley Heath, on Saturday morning.

Mr. J. H. Smith presided over a large attendance, and said no employers had conceded the advance, but the numbers of those out
on strike were decreasing, because the employers who had conceded the advance were employing more men.....”

County Express 17/5/1902

“A meeting of the operatives in the dollied and block sections of the chain trade who are out on strike was held at the ANCHOR

HOTEL on Saturday morning.

Mr. J. H. Smith, who presided, stated that no other employers had consented to concede the advance of 10 per cent, but there had
been a reduction in the amount of strike pay disbursed weekly in consequence of some of the men returning to work. During the
week the factory and out-workers’ sections had amalgamated, and in future would be considered as one section.

It was decided to continue the strike until all the employers had conceded the 10 per cent advance.

After the meeting about £120 was distributed in strike pay.”

County Express 14/6/1902

“On Saturday evening the members of Court Foresters’ Home of the Dudley and Cradley Heath district of the A.O.F. met at Bro.
J. Rowlands’, the ANCHOR INN, Cradley Heath, and during the evening the retiring chairman, Bro. Arthur Bloore, Quarry Bank,
was presented with an emblem of the order and a PCR ribbon, in recognition of his valuable services in the chair.

The presentation was made by the Chief Ranger, Bro. Edwin Bloore, who referred to Bro. A Bloore’s work as being most success-
ful whilst he had occupied the chair.

Bro. Arthur Bloore, in fitting terms acknowledged the court’s recognition.

Among those present were: Bro. D. M. Chapman, PDCR, Bros. L. Hill, PCR, J. Watters, PCR, J. Tromans, PCR, and M. Shaw,
SCR.”

Manchester Evening News 2/7/1902
“At Rowley, Staffordshire, to-day, James Rowland, landlord of the ANCHOR HOTEL, Cradley Heath, was fined £5 for keeping

his hotel open during prohibited hours. On the night peace was proclaimed a gentleman staying at the hotel, in celebration of
peace being declared, entertained twelve gentlemen at supper in the hotel at eleven o’clock (Sunday night) and defrayed the cost.
The defendant contended that under the circumstances he had not broken the law.

The magistrates said but for the fact that it was peace night a much heavier fine would have been inflicted.”

James Rowlands — see also VINE AND RAILWAY.

County Advertiser 13/12/1902 - Advert

“Cradley Heath. On Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, December 16%, 17, 18" & 19, 1902.

Highly Important Exhibition and Sale of a Highly-attractive Collection of Pictures (in Oil and Water Colour).

By the following well-known Exhibitors (and others).

Alfred de Breanski, RBA. Vincent Clare, Yeend King, AECA, H. Pennell, ARCA, J. Horace Hooper, T. Watts, café, EBA, Paul
Jackman, Ernest Partos, RI.

Removed from the Fine Art Galleries, Glasgow, to the Large Assembly Room at the ANCHOR HOTEL, Five Ways, Cradley
Heath, for Convenience of Sale.

Pictures on View and on Sale by Private Treaty,l1am to 6pm.




Sale by Auction at Seven o’clock in the Evening.
Catalogues from the place of Sale, and from Herbert Humpbhries, Auctioneer, Stourbridge and Brierly Hill.”

County Advertiser 14/2/1903

“On Wednesday the annual licensing session for the Rowley Regis Petty Sessional Division were held at the Court House.....
Superintendent Spendlove had given notice that he should oppose the following licenses.....

William Jones, ANCHOR HOTEL, Cradley Heath, open for sale during prohibited hours.....

License renewed.”

County Advertiser 14/3/1903

“On Wednesday the adjourned licensing sessions for the Rowley Regis Petty Sessional Division were held at the Police Court, Old
Hill.....

An application was made for the transfer of the ANCHOR HOTEL, Scholdings Green Road, Cradley Heath, from William Jones
to George Day. Applicant stated that he had entered into an agreement with the North Worcestershire Brewery Company under
which he was subject to a week’s notice. The agreement was not in the possession of the company. Sir Benjamin Hingley said the
Bench considered a week’s notice insufficient, and they would accept nothing less than a month. As the agreement was not before
the Court the application would be refused, but they would grant an interim authority until the next transfer sessions. Subsequent-
ly Mr. Thornton, the representative of the North Worcestershire Brewery Company, attended, and promised to alter the agreement
to a month’s notice before the application was again heard.”

County Advertiser 4/4/1903

“George Day applied for the transfer of the license of the ANCHOR HOTEL, Cradley Heath, formerly occupied by William Jones.
Mr. Cooksey (magistrates’ clerk) explained that applicant had applied for the transfer seven days ago, but a temporary authority
was granted until that day as the agreement only allowed seven days’ notice. The Bench did not consider this enough, but thought
the notice should be 28 days.

Inspector Hodgkins said the applicant bore a good character, and on the understanding that the notice should be 28 days instead of
seven, the application was granted.”

Tipton Herald 18/7/1903

“Mr. Day, of the ANCHOR HOTEL, has arranged a walking match to take place this (Saturday) afternoon. The route will be from
the ANCHOR to the Sun at Hunnington. The first prize will be a silver cup, second a silver watch, third a pair of boots to mea-
sure, given by Mr. Griffiths, auctioneer.”

Tipton Herald 12/12/1903

“Mr. D. M. Chapman has been appointed district secretary of the Dudley and Cradley Heath District of the Ancient Order of
Foresters. The appointment was made on Monday evening at a meeting held at the ANCHOR HOTEL, Cradley Heath, and there
were five names submitted for the post.”

County Advertiser 24/6/1905

“At a meeting of Court Foresters” Home No.4196, Dudley and Cradley Heath District, A.O.F. held recently at the ANCHOR HO-
TEL, Bro. Frank Chapman was presented with a PCR ribbon and also a PCR certificate in acknowledgement of his services as CR
to the court during the last eighteen months.....”

County Advertiser 13/4/1907
“The quarterly district meeting of the Dudley and Cradley Heath District A.O.F was held at the ANCHOR HOTEL, Cradley
Heath, on Monday. Bro. G. Thomas, DSCR, presided in the unavoidable absence of Bro. G. Court, through illness.....”

County Express 4/1/1908

“Sick and Draw Clubs.... ANCHOR INN (Cradley Heath). On Monday night, when a large number of members sat down. Mr.
J. Harris was voted to the chair. The chairman complimented the society on making such excellent progress and mentioned that
the dividend was 10s 2d per member. The committee, treasurer, and secretary had all worked assiduously. Votes of thanks were
accorded to the chairman, treasurer, and the host and hostess (Mr. and Mrs. Lowe). A musical programme was contributed to by
the following: Messrs. H. Vernon, A. Billingham, W. Dunn, and P. Lowe (accompanist).”

County Express 1/8/1908

“The annual dinner of the members of the dividend society which meets at the ANCHOR INN was held in the club room on Mon-
day evening, when about 40 members and friends enjoyed an excellent dinner provided by Mr. J. Lowe. Mr. John Harris presided,
Mr. E. Willetts being in the vice-chair. Among those present were Messrs. T. Wilkes (secretary), B. Price (treasurer), T. Hill, Jos.
Hanson, S. Hanson, J. Cartwright, A. Bradley, I. Homer, E. Cartwright, A. Clift, H. Hipkiss, A. Parkes, J. Biggs, Jos. Biggs, J.

E. French, and F. Gould. After the loyal toasts the Vice-chairman prosed ‘Success to the ANCHOR Sick and Dividend Society.’
Referring to the trade of the district, he remarked that during the last 40 years a large number of people had made a considerable
amount of money in Cradley Heath and had gone elsewhere to spend it. He thought that the least those who had made fortunes in
the district could do was to take a little interest in the place — (hear, hear). The idea of such societies as theirs was to work togeth-
er to help one another in times of distress. He wished the club prosperity.




The Secretary, responding, said the society was one of the oldest in the district. The first half of 1908, in spite of considerable
trade depression, was one of the best periods they had had — (applause). All the members had worked extremely well together.
The Chairman submitted the toast of “The Visitors,” which was seconded by Mr. Wilkes, and responded to by the Vice-chairman.
Other toasts followed, including that of the ‘Host and Hostess,” to which Mr. J. Lowe responded.

Songs were contributed by Messrs. R. Cole, B. Vernon, A. Billingham, P. Lowe, and A. Harris. Messrs. P. Lowe and Harris were
the accompanists. A most enjoyable evening closed with thanks to the artists.”

County Express 12/9/1908 - Advert

“On Monday Next. Unreserved Sale of Choice Dutch Flower Bulbs.

Consisting of Hyacinths, Tulips, Crocuses, Daffodils, Polyanthus, Narcissus, Anemones, Snowdrops, Scillas, Ixias, etc, for in and
outdoor growth.

H. Sidaway is instructed to Sell By Auction, on Monday, September 14th, 1908, at the ANCHOR HOTEL Assembly Rooms, Five
Ways, Cradley Heath.

The sale to commence at 2.30pm.

Catalogues may be obtained at the office of the auctioneer, High Street, Cradley Heath.”

County Express 12/9/1908

“Friendly Societies’ Parade. On Wednesday evening the committee of the above met at the PLOUGH AND HARROW INN, Mr.
W. Coley presiding over a large attendance. The following was a complete list of those boxes which contained amounts of 1s and
upwards.....

Mr. J. Lowe, ANCHOR HOTEL, 1s 7d.”

County Express 2/1/1909

“Dividend Clubs..... ANCHOR HOTEL (Cradley Heath). A capital meal was served by Mr. and Mrs. Lowe. Afterwards Mr. E.
Willetts took the chair, and among those present were Messrs. E. Willetts, J. S. Harris (vice-chairman), Parkes, Biggs, Nutting,
Cartwright, Hipkiss, Price, Barnbrook, Hanson, A. Hill, T. Wilkes (secretary), and S. Ray. The first toast was ‘The King,” which
was proposed by the chairman, and drunk with enthusiasm. ‘Success to the ANCHOR Sick and Dividend Society’ was proposed
by the chairman, who said such institutions did good work in the district. Mr. Harris replied, and said the year had been a very
successful one. They had paid nine or ten per cent, in sick pay, and had a substantial dividend per member. A man who did not
join such a society as that made a great mistake. The best thing that working men could do was band themselves together for their
mutual benefit.

Mr. T. Wilkes and Mr. S. Raybould also replied, the former stating that 27 members had joined the society for the next year.

The secretary submitted the balance sheet, which showed the total contributions £31 12s 9d, and the amount paid out to the 31
members 9s 2d each.

Other toasts included ‘The Auditors,” ‘“The Press,” and ‘the Host and Hostess,” special reference being made to the excellent man-
ner in which Mr. and Mrs. Lowe and staff had cooked and served the dinner. Mr. J. Lowe briefly responded.

The artists were Messrs. H. Vernon, H. Billingham, Percy Lowe (piano soloist and accompanist), and S. Willetts.”

Tipton Herald 9/1/1909

“The annual dinner in connection with the Cradley Heath and District Fanciers’ Association was on Monday evening held in the
assembly room at the ANCHOR HOTEL, Cradley Heath, the house of Mr. Joseph Lowe. An excellent meal was served, and it
was heartily partaken of.

After the meal Mr. George R. Yates took the chair.....”

County Express 6/2/1909

“The death took place on Thursday morning, at the age of 84, of Mr. Thomas Lowe, father of Mr. Joseph Lowe, landlord of the
ANCHOR INN, Cradley Heath. The deceased was for about 50 years manager of the firm of Messrs. Emanuel and Son, late of
the Audnam Foundry, Brettell Lane. For some years he kept an off-licensed house at Camphill, Wordsley.”

Tipton Herald 13/2/1909
“On Tuesday the remains of the late Mr. Thomas Lowe, father of Mr. Joseph Lowe, of the ANCHOR HOTEL, Cradley Heath,
were taken to their last resting place and interred at Wordsley Church, where the rest of the family are interred.....”

County Express 20/3/1909

“ANCHOR HOTEL Assembly Room, Five Ways, Cradley Heath.

A. H. Sidaway is instructed to Sell By Auction, on Monday, March 29, 1909, a Manufacturer’s Stock of Carpets and Rugs, com-
prising English Axminster, Wilton Pile, Brussels, Tapestry, Stair and Corridor Carpet, Real Turkey Carpets, &c.

Sale at 2.30 and 7 o’clock pm.

Catalogues may be obtained from the Auctioneer, Cradley Heath.”

County Express 10/4/1909

“The death occurred on Saturday at the age of 47 years, of Mr. Joseph Husselbee, brother of Mrs. Joseph Lowe, ANCHOR INN,
Cradley Heath. Deceased had been ill two months, his complaint being acute pneumonia. The interment was at Wordsley on
Wednesday.....”




Tipton Herald 24/4/1909

“A serious accident occurred in the High Street, in Cradley, on Monday. A youth named Fred Lowe, son of Mr. Joseph Lowe,

of the ANCHOR HOTEL, was riding with a friend in the direction of Cradley Heath, and whilst endeavouring to negotiate the
main street the brake gave way, and the machine [cycle] tore down the incline at a terrific rate. As he approached Mr. Dentith’s
confectioner’s shop — an awkward bend — he noticed a woman crossing the road, and it was while trying to steer clear of her that
he ran with great force into the kerbstone. The result of the impact was that young Lowe was thrown headlong into Mr. Dentith’s
shop window. He sustained a severe bruise on the head, and several small ones on the face. He was attended by Dr. Waugh. The
machine, on which there was only one brake, was completely wrecked.”

County Express 5/6/1909

“The members of the Cradley Heath and District Fanciers’ Association held a members’ or table show on Wednesday at the
ANCHOR HOTEL. Over 50 entries faced the judges, Messrs. Yates and Fox. The principal winners were Messrs Roper, Cox,
Grainger, Willetts, Stevens, Boxley, Broadhurst, Capewell, Harris, and Palmer.”

County Express 3/7/1909

“A meeting of the Cradley Heath and District Fanciers’ Association was held at the ANCHOR HOTEL on Tuesday, when the
following judges were appointed for the third annual show to be held on November 24" and 25": Mr. P. Proud, Southport (poul-
try and cage birds), Mr. F. Machin, Moseley (pigeons), and Mr. E. Sidaway, Cradley Heath (rabbits). The society are offering six
challenge cups for competition as follows: for open poultry, one given by Mr. F. G. Sykes, and one by the society; for members’
poultry, one given by Mr. G. R. Yates and one by Mr. C. P. A. Harris; for members’ pigeons, one by Mr. H. Stevens; and for open
pigeons, one by Major Boscawen.”

Tipton Herald 14/8/1909
“On Wednesday night a billiard match for suppers was played on the table at the ANCHOR HOTEL, the supper being partaken of
the following evening. After the meal Mr. A. Pearson was voted to the chair, and the evening was spent convivially.....”

Joseph Lowe — see also BULLS HEAD, Cradley, Halesowen.

County Express 8/7/1910

“Under the auspices of the Cradley Heath Fanciers’ Society a smoking concert was held in the ANCHOR INN, Cradley Heath on
Monday evening. Mr. E. Bird (Cradley) presiding over a large attendance. To the programme the following contributed: Messrs.
C. Taylor (tenor), F. Evans and Wall Clayton (comedians), W. Stevens (coon singer), A. Stitch and A. Wyre (Indian clubs). Mr. V.
Dingley accompanied.”

County Express 6/8/1910

“At Old Hill Police Court, on Wednesday, an application was made for the transfer of the license of the ANCHOR HOTEL, Crad-
ley Heath, from John Davies to Victor Percival Dingley.

Applicant stated that the outgoing tenant was not present, he having left the public-house and gone to reside in South Wales. He
had given notice to Supt. Johnson, but it was not in accordance with the requirements of the Act. He asked, however, that the
Bench should treat it as a case of urgency.

Supt. Johnson said he had no objection to that course being pursued, and the application was granted.”

County Express 1/10/1910

“Local Auction Summary.

Bulbs Today And Monday, October 3%.

ANCHOR HOTEL, Cradley Heath, by Mr. T. Pateshall.”

County Express 14/1/1911

“Cross-Country. Cradley Heath and Halesowen Harriers.

On Saturday a large number of the Cradley Heath and Halesowen harriers journeyed to Yardley to run in the Small Heath harriers
junior trial race.

The remainder of the branches ran from the ANCHOR HOTEL, Cradley Heath, and followed a very long trail laid by J. and A.
Kirton. The route comprised Foxcote, Hagley Monument, Hagley Park, Clent Hills, and Luttley. The slow pack received ten
minutes start, but missed the trail owing to the semi-darkness, thereby curtailing the route by a mile, and were not sighted by the
fasts. In a fast finish T. Turner (Halesowen) beat D. Reece (Cradley Heath). The fasts followed the legitimate course and were out
1 hour and 40 minutes, running three-quarters pace. A. Pateshall and T. H. Jones led the pack in.”

1911 Census

1, Scholding Green Road — ANCHOR INN

[1] Victor Percival Dingley (29), licensed victualler, born Cradley Heath;

[2] Mabel Valentine Dingley (24), wife, married 4 years, assisting in the business, born Maida Vale, London;
[3] Mabel Violet Dingley (3), daughter, born Cradley Heath;

[4] Harriet Walker (62), visitor, lady’s housekeeper, born Halesowen;



[5] Nellie Preece (19), domestic servant, born Quarry Bank:

County Express 22/4/1911 - Advert

“For Sale. About 30 yards of capital pitch-pine close boarded fencing, 6ft 6in high, complete with oak posts, iron stays, and earth
plates in sections 8ft long so as to be easily bolted together, coated with pitch and tar; condition as new; Also garden Roller, 20in
diameter, double cylinders, with well rounded edges, balance handle; weight about 4cwt; can be easily moved about by a boy, only
slightly used since new. Very good Lawn Mower, 10in cutters complete with grass box (Silensmessor), Green’s patent. Good
strong Wooden Shed, corrugated roof, 24ft long 7ft wide, about 10ft high, with doors and shutter complete, suitable as a tool
house, small workshop, or convenient for a farmer’s use.

The above are now stored at the ANCHOR HOTEL, Cradley Heath, and can be seen on appointment on application to the Manag-

2

€r.

County Express 15/7/1911

“Football. Cradley Heath & District League. The secretary had received applications from a number of clubs, and the commit-
tee have secured for headquarters the ANCHOR HOTEL, Fiveways, Cradley Heath (proprietor Mr. Victor Dingley). A silver
challenge cup, together with gold-centre medals for runners-up, are on view at the shop of Messrs. Barran and Co., Tailors, High
Street, Dudley.

Full particulars apply to league secretary, Joseph Stanton, 84, Mushroom Green, near Old Hill.”

County Express 29/7/1911

“On Saturday the annual meeting of Court Foresters’ Home, 1496, A.O.F., was held at the ANCHOR HOTEL, Cradley Heath,
Bro. C. Southall presiding over a good attendance. The half-yearly accounts were presented, and showed a marked improvement.
A vote of thanks was passed to the auditors. During the evening Dr. G. H. Waugh was made an honorary member of the Court,
and in returning the thanks he paid a special compliment to the excellent work done by the friendly societies of the district. Drs.
T. M. Tibbetts, G. H. Waugh, and E. Fryer were re-elected as medical men for the next year. The whole of the other officers were
re-elected.”

County Express 23/9/1911
“Sports Notices. Football. A meeting of the Cradley Heath League will be held at the ANCHOR HOTEL, Cradley Heath, on
Tuesday evening, at 8pm.”

County Advertiser 14/12/1912

“At Old Hill Police Court, on Wednesday, Robert William Botfield, licensee of the ANCHOR HOTEL, Cradley Heath, applied

for an occasional license in respect of the Victoria Hall, Spinners End, Cradley Heath, on the occasion of the Cradley Heath and
district fanciers’ annual show. It was, he explained, the first application to be made to that Court, although the show had been held
for six years.

The Bench decided to grant the application as an experiment.”

Robert William Botfield — see also BEEHIVE and BELL, Cradley Heath, and BLUE BALL, Old Hill.

John Denning — see also CROWN AND ANCHOR.

Birmingham Daily Post 26/6/1918
“The dead body of a man named Alfred John Adams (26), a tea merchant’s traveller, residing at Corporation Street, Wednesbury,

was found suspended from a rope attached to a ladder in the yard at the rear of the ANCHOR HOTEL, Cradley Heath, yesterday.
Adams left home on Monday, but how he got to Cradley Heath is a present a mystery. He was a discharged soldier.”

County Express 26/3/1921
“On Thursday last week at the ANCHOR HOTEL the distribution of cups won at the recent open and members’ show of the Fan-
ciers Society, took place.....”

Sports Argus 10/6/1922

“Cradley Heath and District League.

The eleventh annual presentation of trophies and medals will take place at headquarters, ANCHOR HOTEL, Cradley Heath, on
Tuesday, 20, June. It is hoped that Mr. Charles Crump, the president of the Birmingham County FA, will be able to present, and
also the league’s president, Mr. C. H. Sitch, MP, while several prominent members have promised their presence. Invitations will
be issued by the secretary, but should anyone interested be over-looked a message to the secretary will bring a ticket of admis-
sion.”

Harold Jasper was married to Lilian.
See also HOLLY BUSH and SWAN.

Sports Argus 20/6/1925
“The Cradley Heath and District Amateur Football League will hold its fourteenth annual presentation of cups, shields and medals




on Monday next, 22 June, at the ANCHOR HOTEL, Cradley Heath, commencing at 7.30pm. The league is presenting nearly 250
medals.....”

Midland Advertiser 25/1/1930
“The South Staffordshire Roller Canary Club held its annual exhibition at the ANCHOR HOTEL, Cradley Heath, on Wednesday
and Thursday. There were about 200 entries and the singing was of a high standard.”

Dudley Herald 24/1/1931

“The eleventh annual open exhibition of roller canaries, under the auspices of the South Staffordshire Roller Club, which is
affiliated with the British Roller Canary Association, and is probably the second largest club in the country, having over a hundred
members, was held at the ANCHOR HOTEL, Cradley Heath, on Wednesday and Thursday last.

The entries were rather less than last year, numbering just under 200, due, no doubt, to the condition of trade, but although the
quantity was lower, the quality was higher, especially among the birds of local fanciers.

There were entries from all parts of the British Isles, but the major prizes were all carried off by Black Country fanciers.....”

Dudley Herald 31/1/1931

“The first open show of the recently revived Cradley Heath and District Fanciers Society was held on Saturday last at the AN-
CHOR HOTEL, Dudley Wood Road. Some splendid birds were included among the 250 entries, and the tasks of the judges were
rendered an extremely difficult one. The cup for the best fowl in the show was secured by J. Baker, and that of the best opposite
sex went to J. Taylor, whilst Messrs. Hobbs and Hope well carried off the trophy for the most points gained.”

Birmingham Daily Gazette 9/2/1939
“The Rev. W. C. Chrimes, Methodist Minister of Cradley Heath, objected on behalf of the local Free Church Council, and some

of the local clergy, to the removal of the license of the ANCHOR HOTEL, Five Ways, Cradley Heath to premises to be erected at
Surfeit Hill, Cradley Heath, which is on the fringe of a municipal housing estate.

Mr. P. Thorneycroft, MP, in making the application, said the removal of the license from Five Ways would be no hardship to that
part of the district because it was well supplied with public-houses, whereas there were 447 new houses in the vicinity of Surfeit
Hill which needed catering for.

Mr. Chrimes said that already there were considerable arrears in rent on municipal estates, and he prophesied a considerable
increase if the removal were granted.

The application was refused.”

1939 Register
1, Dudley Wood Road - ANCHOR HOTEL

[1] George Pearson, date of birth 31/8/1898, tenant, publican, married,;
[2] Miriam Pearson, dob 29/1/1909, unpaid domestic duties, married;
[5] Vera (May) (Round) Howes, dob 12/6/1916, domestic servant, single:

Evening Despatch 5/3/1941
“Rowley Regis licensing justices at their adjourned annual meeting today renewed the licenses of the SALUTATION and AN-

CHOR public houses, Cradley Heath, deferred from the last meeting and referred that of the LION INN, Cradley Road, Cradley
Heath, on the grounds of redundancy. It was stated that within a radius of 500 yards there were 20 fully licensed house, six beer-
houses and one off license.”

Staffordshire Advertiser 3/5/1941

“County Licensing Confirmation Committee.....

Application for the confirmation of a grant for the removal of the full licence of the ANCHOR INN, Dudley Wood Road, Cradley
Heath, to premises to be erected on land and premises now numbered 8, Surfeit Hill, Cradley Heath.....

Mr. H. A. Tucker (barrister), who appeared in support of the application, said the ANCHOR INN belonged to the Wolverhampton
and Dudley Breweries Ltd, who also owned the proposed new site. The ANCHOR INN was a fully licensed house doing a good
trade, but there were other licensed houses in that area, whereas there was no proper provision for licensed refreshments in the
area to which it was proposed to move the licence. The value of the ANCHOR INN was assessed at £5,000, and the value of the
CHAINMAKERS ARMS, which it was proposed to surrender if the application were granted, was assessed at £3,000.....
Evidence was also given by Albert Thomas Butler, architect, who, in reply to the Chairman, said that under normal conditions it
would take about 18 months to build the new house. He agreed that it was unlikely that building would be commenced until the
war had ended.....

After a retirement the Chairman announced that the committee were unable to confirm the transfer that day, but they would be
willing to consider another application when there was a likelihood of the new licensed house being erected.”

Tipton Herald 22/9/1956

“Cradley Heath Old Age Pensioners Christmas Party Fund will be richer on October 3% by £55. The money, which will be pre-
sented at the SWAN INN, Cradley Heath, is the net result of the newly-formed Detheridge darts competition.

All told, 34 teams from Cradley Heath and its neighbouring districts took part in the competition which was eventually won in
front of a 300 crowd by the BIRD IN HAND, Cradley Heath, who beat the ANCHOR ‘B’ team, also of Cradley Heath.




Secretary C. Burtlett tells me next year’s competition will commence some time in March and is expected to attract an even great-
er number of entries.”

Tipton Herald 27/8/1960

“Tipton team wins Butler Cup.

The final of the competition took place at the OLD SWAN on Thursday week, the finalists being FOUR WAYS, Cradley Heath,
and NOAHS ARK, Tipton.....

Councillor Bill Harris presented the cup and four prizes to the winners, and the T. Lawton Cup and four prizes to the runners-up;
H. Price Cup and four prizes to the JOLLY GOODFELLOW, Woodside, the best losing semi-finalists. Four prizes went to the
GOLDEN CROSS, semi-finalists. The highest score prize went to G. Willetts (ANCHOR, Cradley Heath), highest finish prize to
R. Langford (NOAHS ARK), and the Henn Cup and prize to GOLDEN CROSS for the highest collection. After meeting expens-
es £23 was handed to the Old Folks Fund.”

[Darts]

Denis Priest was married to Joan.
A team from here took part in the Cradley Heath Darts League. [1970]
[2001]

Closed [2002]
Reopened

It was subject to Compulsory Purchase Order in December 2003.
Closed
It was demolished in 2004.

APPLE TREE

Hyatt’s Colliery, (Dog Lane), Knoll, [Knowle], ROWLEY REGIS

OWNERS

LICENSEES

Joseph Danks [1847] —1850);
Richard Holmes (1850 —/1854]

NOTES

Aris’s Birmingham Gazette 1/11/1847 - Advert
“Sale of Cast Iron Rails and Sleepers.

To be Sold by Auction by Mr. Jesse Wright, Tomorrow (Tuesday), November 2, at twelve o’clock precisely, on the banks of the
Netherton and Selly Oak canal, in the basin belonging to the Alkali Works, in the parish of Rowley Regis, about ten tons of Cast-
Iron Rails and Sleepers, in such lot or lots as the company may agree upon at the time of sale, under a consignment for sale to Mr.
Joseph Danks, of the APPPLE TREE Public House, near the said Works.

The whole to be sold without reserve.”

Joseph Danks was also a steam boiler manufacturer. [1849], [1850]
[Was this the same Joseph Danks as at the HAILSTONE and RED COW?]

Richard Holmes = Richard Homes

1851 Census

Dog Lane

[1] Richard Homes (35), nail warehouse clerk, born Stourport;
[2] Emma Homes (30), wife, born Dudley;

[3] Sarah Ann Plant (19), servant, born West Bromwich:



Closed

BARLEY MOW

91, (60), Dudley Road, Knowle, (Springfields), ROWLEY REGIS

OWNERS

Joseph Tibbetts Snr. [1900]
Thomas Benjamin Williams and Lizzie Bates, Rowley Regis

LICENSEES

Benjamin Cope [1879] —[1884]
Joseph Tibbetts Snr. [1887]

James Bray [1891]

John Dunn [1895]

Joseph Tibbetts Jnr. (1896 — 1911);
William Arthur Moore (1911 — 1912);
Joseph Tibbetts Jnr. (1912 -] ]

Mary Ann Sidaway [ ]-1919);
Edward Sidaway (1919 —1926);
Horace Edmunds (1926 — 1928):

NOTES
It had an ante *69 beerhouse license.

Dudley Herald 13/9/1879

“Enoch Powell was charged with being unlawfully drunk on the premises of Benjamin Cope, landlord of the BARLEY MOW,
Springfield, and also with refusing to quit the said premises, on the 4" inst. The case being proved, defendant was fined 2s 6d and
costs.”

1881 Census

60, Dudley Road

[1] Benjamin Cope (39), beerhouse keeper, born Rowley Regis;
[2] Matilda Cope (34), wife, born Tipton;

[3] Sarah Ann Jones (19), domestic servant, born Dudley:

West Bromwich Weekly News 22/10/1881

“An inquest was held on Wednesday, at the BARLEY MOW INN, Springfields, before Mr. E. Hooper, touching the death of Sam-
uel Millward (6), whose parents reside at Whitehouse’s Yard, Springfields.

Hannah Millward, mother, said the deceased complained to her about a pain in his knee on Wednesday last, consequent on the
injuries he received. The leg began to swell, and he was unable to walk. On Saturday she brought him down stairs and in a short
time he was taken with a fit, which was followed by another in which he died about nine o’clock.

A verdict of Accidental Death was returned by the jury.”

Dudley and District News 17/6/1882

“Mr. Edwin Hooper (District Coroner) held an inquest at the BARLEY MOW INN, Springfield, The Knowle, on Wednesday,
touching the death of George Stanford, aged one year and ten months, who was found dead in a well. During the temporary ab-
sence of his mother — who is a widow — on Saturday morning the deceased went into a garden, crept through a fence, and fell into
a shallow well and was drowned. A verdict of Accidental Death was returned.”

Dudley and District News 15/9/1883

“An inquest was held on Monday at the BARLEY MOW INN, Springfield, Rowley, upon the body of Thomas Millward, an engi-
neer, of Albion Street, Brades Village, whose body was found in the reservoir at the Twin Pits, Round’s Green. The deceased had
been strange in his manner for some time, and consequently had been watched. On Thursday morning he left home to go to work,
and was shortly afterwards prevented from leaping down a pit shaft by a man who happened to be passing. A verdict of Suicide
whilst in a state of Temporary Insanity was returned.”




Dudley and District News 14/6/1884

“Luke Taylor, a youth, was charged with refusing to quit the licensed premises of Benjamin Cope. The defendant went into the
BARLEY MOW, Springfield on the night of the third inst, the worse for drink. He became very abusive, and refused to leave the
house. Cope ejected him several times, and in the scuffles the defendant broke three panes of glass. He went into the yard, picked
up a stone, and was about to throw it into a window when his arm was arrested. Defendant admitted the charge, and had nothing
to say in reply. The Bench said this was a bad case, and with a view of teaching the defendant a lesson they fined him 40s and
costs or one month.

Defendant: I'll have the month.”

Birmingham Daily Post 21/7/1887
“At Old Hill Police Court yesterday, James Southwick, landlord of the YEW TREE INN, Blackheath; Isaac Mullett, landlord of

the HAWTHORN INN; Joseph Tromans, landlord of the BOAT INN, Gosty Hill; James Lovatt of the PORTWAY TAVERN, Perry
Lake, Rowley; Henry Cooper of the THREE FURNACES, Old Hill; and Joseph Tibbetts, Spring Fields Rowley, were summoned
by the Excise officials for adding sugar to beer after the duty had been taken, between the dates of April 18 and 27.

Mr. Davis stated that the defendants added a quantity of sugar to the beer after the Excise officers had been round and taken the
duty. Books were supplied by the Inland Revenue, in which the quantity of sugar and other ingredients used was entered. Upon
visiting the defendant’s premises it was found that sugar had been added which was capable of raising the standard of ale from
what was twopenny up to sixpenny.

Mr. Shakespeare, who defended, pleaded guilty to the charge, but pointed out that the defendants were ignorant of the law, and
were not aware they were doing wrong. Their object in adding the sugar was to give the beer a ‘head,” which made it clear and
palatable. There was no intention of defrauding the Inland Revenue.

Mr. Davis stated that in one case the gravity of the ale was increased from 66 to 77 degrees.

Mr. Shakespeare asked that a nominal penalty be inflicted.

Defendants were fined £20 each, including costs, the aggregated amount of the penalties being £120.”

County Express 22/3/1890

“During Sunday thieves broke into the BARLEY MOW INN, Dudley Road, Springfield, and took 5s in money and a jacket. A
pigeon-house was afterwards visited and thirteen valuable pigeons, belonging to Mr. Benjamin Woodhouse, were stolen. An ex-
amination of the premises by the police showed that the thieves gained admittance by forcing a cellar window.”

Birmingham Daily Post 3/4/1890
“Yesterday, at the Police Court, Martha Crump, BARLEY MOW INN, Springfield, Rowley Regis was charged with assaulting

Sarah Cooper, on the 25" of March. A dispute arose between the parties in question, when a fight ensued, in the course of which
the complainant was knocked down by a blow from Mrs. Crump, and kicked whilst on the ground. The defence was that com-
plainant was the aggressor. The Bench fined defendant 10s and costs, and bound her over to keep the peace for three months.”

1891 Census

60, Dudley Road - BARLEY MOW INN

[1] James Bray (64), widower, publican, born Pansom, Herefordshire;

[2] James Bray (25), son, assistant, born Rowley Regis;

[3] Martha Crump (30), daughter, born Rowley Regis;

[4] William Crump (31), son-in-law, railway labourer, born Newport, Monmouthshire;
[5] Hugh Bray Crump (2), grandson, born Rowley Regis;

[6] Helen Crump (1), granddaughter, born Rowley Regis;

[7] Gilbert Crump (2 months), grandson, born Rowley Regis;

[8] Richard Lease (51), visitor, living on his own means, born Dawley, Shropshire:

County Advertiser 13/10/1894

“Joseph Taylor, miner, Springfield, Rowley, was charged with assaulting Reuben Musty on the 30" ult. Complainant was in the
BARLEY MOW INN, Springfield, about nine o’clock in the evening, when defendant, without any provocation, struck him a
blow on the eye. Defendant was fined 13s, including costs.”

County Advertiser 14/9/1895

“Luke and Matthew Taylor, of Springfield, Rowley, were charged with refusing to quit the licensed premises of the BARLEY
MOW INN, Springfield, Rowley, kept by John Dunn, and further with assaulting the latter, on the 7" inst. Complainant stated
that on the date named both defendants came into the house and commenced to create a disturbance by knocking on the table and
making the glasses jump. Both the men were drunk. Complainant asked them in a civil manner to go out, and they refused to go.
Complainant went up to them to put them out, and thereupon Luke caught hold of him by the throat. Witness had great difficulty
in getting defendants out, and they afterwards came in again. It took nine or ten men to get them out, and they behaved like ‘rang-
ing bears.’

Defendants denied the assault. Defendants were fined 28s each, including costs.”

County Advertiser 12/12/1896




“Thomas Hampton, collier, Springfields, Rowley, was charged with being disorderly and refusing to quit the BARLEY MOW
INN, Springfields, on the 5" inst. The evidence showed that defendant went into the house and asked for some drink, with which
he was supplied. He then became disorderly, and was requested to leave. Defendant refused, and as he had continued to create

a disturbance was expelled. He came back to the house, and eventually the police had to be called in. Defendant said he did not
want to leave the house as he was unwell. Defendant was fined 10s and costs.”

County Advertiser 1/5/1897

“William Crowe, a native of Rowley, was charged with assaulting Joseph Tibbetts, junior, and also with being drunk and disorder-
ly on the licensed premises of the BARLEY MOW, Springfield, Rowley, and refusing to quit the same on 13" September, 1896.
Prosecutor said that defendant came into the house about half-past eight in the evening, and asked for some ale. Witness refused
to supply him as he was the worse for beer, and asked him to leave the house. Defendant refused to go until he had the beer, and
struck him a violent blow in the eye. Defendant forced him to the ground, and struck him while on the ground. Defendant was
fined 10s and costs in each case.”

Joseph Tibbetts, beer retailer, 60, Dudley Road. [7900]

County Express 28/7/1900 - Notice

“To the Overseers of the Poor of the Parish of Rowley Regis in the County of Stafford, and to the Superintendent of Police of the
District in which the House therein after mentioned is situate, and to all it may concern.

I, Joseph Tibbetts, junior, Beerhouse Keeper, now residing at Dudley Road, Rowley Regis, in the Parish of Rowley Regis in the
County of Stafford, do Hereby Give Notice that it is my intention to apply at the General Annual Licensing Meeting, for the
Division of Rowley Regis, to be holden at the Public Office at Old Hill, in the said County, on Wednesday, the 22" day of August,
1900, for the Grant of a License or Certification, authorising me to apply for and hold an Excise License for the Sale by Retail, at
a House and Premises known as the BARLEY MOW, and situate in Dudley Road, Rowley Regis, in the Parish of Rowley Regis
aforesaid, of Wine to be consumed either on or off the Premises, in pursuance of the Act 28 Victoria, Cap.27, Sections 7 and 8, and
Acts amending the same, of which said Premises Joseph Tibbetts, senior, is the owner, and the same are of the annual value and
are otherwise qualified as required by law, and are now in my own occupation.

Given under my hand this 19" day of July, 1900.

Joseph Tibbetts, Jun.

Witness: W. Stanley Mobberley.”

County Express 25/8/1900

“The annual licensing sessions for the petty sessional division of Rowley Regis were held on Wednesday, at the Court House, Old
Hill. The magistrates present were Messrs. W. Bassano (chairman), G. Green, and J. W. Tilley.....

Mr. W. S. Mobberley supported an application for a license to sell wine ‘on and off” at the beerhouse, the BARLEY MOW INN,
Springfield, Rowley Regis, kept by Mr. Joseph Tibbetts. Mr. Tinsley opposed on behalf of another licensed victualler in the dis-
trict. It was stated that the house was situated about half-way between Rowley and Dudley on the main road. The applicant had
kept the house for four years, and there had been no conviction or complaint against him. Travellers frequently asked for wine,
but had to be refused, and were sent to the ROYAL OAK, a fully licensed house situated 180 yards away. Mr. Tinsley’s objection
was that the district was adequately served by the other houses round, and the Bench refused to grant the application.”

1901 Census

60, Dudley Road

[1] Joseph Tibbetts (34), brewer, born Rowley Regis;

[2] Priscilla Tibbetts (31), wife, born Lye;

[3] George Hatton (23), brother-in-law, single, labourer at pipe works, born Lye;
[4] Florence Homer (21), domestic servant, born Quarry Bank:

County Express 22/11/1902

“Mr. Tibbetts, landlord of the BARLEY MOW INN, Springfields, Rowley, applied for the sanction of the Bench to erect a club
room upon his licensed premises.

Mr. Bassano said the magistrates were strongly opposed to granting permission to provide facilities for increased drinking. Mr.
Tibbetts explained that owing to the increased population in the district, and the desirability of holding clubs on his licensed prem-
ises, he found it necessary to apply for the increased accommodation.

The Bench deferred the consideration of the question until the Licensing Sessions.”

Tipton Herald 21/11/1903

“A harvest supper was held at Mr. J. Tibbetts’s, BARLEY MOW INN, Springfield, Rowley, on Thursday se-night, at which a good
number were present. After ample justice had been done to the good things provided by the host and hostess the remainder of the
evening was spent in harmony. Mr. James Shingleton, the famous singing collier, was voted to the chair.....”

1911 Census
91, Dudley Road - BARLEY MOW INN
[1] William Arthur Moore (25), brewer and retailer, born Dudley;



[2] Ada Alice Moore (28), wife, married 4 years, assisting in business, born Rotherhithe, London;
[3] Ada Alice Stone (9), step-daughter, born Rotherhithe, London;
[4] Ivy Marguerite Moore (3), daughter, born Hamilton, Canada:

Birmingham Daily Gazette 12/2/1920
“At the annual licensing sessions for Old Hill yesterday, Inspector Robotham ..... objected to the renewal of the licenses of the

ROYAL EXCHANGE, Tividale, and the BARLEY MOW, Springfield, on the grounds of redundancy.”

Dudley Chronicle 5/6/1920 - Advert

“To Brewers. Notice of Sale by Auction of Seven Valuable Freehold Fully-Licensed and On-Beerhouses, with Cottages and
Lands, in and around Dudley and District.

Alfred W. Dando & Co. have received instructions to Sell by Auction, at the DUDLEY ARMS HOTEL, Dudley, on Tuesday, June
8™M 1920, at Seven o’clock in the Evening precisely, subject to Conditions of Sale then to be produced, as follows.....

BARLEY MOW INN, Springfield, near Dudley (Beerhouse On), under Management, together with a Valuable Plot of Building
Land adjoining, occupying an area of 850 Square Yards or thereabouts.....

The Auctioneers desire to call attention to the above important Sale of Licensed Properties, which are situate in well-populated
districts, several being close to large works, and all capable of doing excellent trades. The houses are held either on short tenan-
cies or under management, so that early possession of all may, if required, be had, or in the meantime purchasers will have the
advantage of the valuable trading agreements.....”

Dudley Chronicle 16/2/1928

“Annual Licensing Sessions for Rowley Regis.....

They had all the applications for renewals before them, and they had given consideration to them with a view to reducing their
number. They had decided to defer until the adjourned licensing day the licenses of.....

BARLEY MOW, Dudley Road, Rowley, on the ground of redundancy.”

The license renewal was referred to the Compensation Authority, on the grounds of redundancy, on 7" March 1928.

Staffordshire Advertiser 21/7/1928

“The principal meeting of the Licensing Compensation Authority for the county was held at the Shirehall, Stafford, on Monday,
when 14 licenses which had been scheduled by the licensing justices, mostly from the South Staffordshire area, came under con-
sideration. Of these three were renewed and the remainder were referred for compensation.....

In the following cases no opposition was offered to the referring of the licences for compensation and the action of the justices in
each case was confirmed.....

BARLEY MOW, Springfield, Dudley (Horace Edmunds), ante-’69 beerhouse.”

Staffordshire Advertiser 4/8/1928 - Notice

“The Licensing (Consolidation) Act, 1910. County Of Stafford.

Notice Is Hereby Given, that the Compensation Authority for the above area, having decided at their Principal Meeting, held on
the 16" day of July, 1928, to Refuse the Renewal of the Licenses of the Premises specified below, all persons claiming to be in-
terested in the said premises for the purpose of the payment of Compensation under the said Act (other than the Licensee, and the
Registered Owner of the said Premises) are required to send to the Compensation Authority notice of their Claims before the 14
day of September, 1928, for the purpose of enabling the Compensation Authority to ascertain in manner provided by the Licensing
Rules, 1910, the persons entitled to Compensation under the said Act in respect of the said Premises.....

BARLEY MOW, Springfields, Rowley Regis. Beerhouse ante 1869. Licensee, Horace Edmunds. Registered Owners, Thomas
Benjamin Williams and Lizzie Bate.”

Compensation was paid on 22" December 1928.
The house closed on 29" December 1928.

Staffordshire Advertiser 5/1/1929

“County Quarter Sessions. Licensing Compensation Awards.

At the Supplemental meeting the committee awarded a total sum of £15,230 in compensation, and considered that the amounts
agreed upon were satisfactory both from the point of view of the parties interested and the Compensation Fund. The amounts
approved were as follows.....

BARLEY MOW, Rowley Regis, beerhouse, ante 1869, £1,375.

The amounts awarded had been apportioned between the interested parties and paid.”

BARLEY MOW

115, City Road, Oakham, (2, The City), Tividale, ROWLEY REGIS



OWNERS

Thomas Benjamin Williams and Lizzie Bate, Rowley Regis [1919]
Ansells Ltd. (acquired on 15" June 1946)
Holt, Plant and Deakin (1984 —[1991]

LICENSEES

John Bagnall [] 1stlicensee
Joseph Cox [1855] - 1860);
William Griffiths (1860 — 1864);
John Wainwright (1864 —1866);
Sarah Wainwright (1866 — 1867);
Arthur Wise (1867 —1869);

John Pleydon (1869 —1881);
Henry Walton (1881 —[ ]
Thomas Plant [1888]—/1912]
Thomas Frederick Holland [1911]
Edward Cole [1916] —1925);
Ann Maria Cole (1925 —-1927);
Fred Harrison (1927 —1930);
William Harris (1930 — 1940);
Thomas Smith (1940 — 1949);
John Clifford Smith (1949 — 1959);
John Smith (1959 —1961);
Stanley Clarke Withers (1961);
Frederick Hewitt (1961 —1963);
William Fox (1963 —[1965]
John Stait [1982]

Colin Waring (1984 —[1987]
Colin Sandel [1993]

Diane Murphy (1998 —[2000]
Ivan Munnelly (2001 —[2003]

NOTES

City [1896], [1904]
2, The City [1881], [1891]
115, City Road [1940]

Black Country Bugle (October 1984) - Pub of the Month
“.....John Bagnall, who was transferred from farmer status to coal master almost overnight, when trial borings on his land struck
coal at a depth of 230 yards ..... and Bagnall’s Farm was quickly converted into a beer house.”

It was the headquarters of Oakham United FC. They changed here.

Wolverhampton Chronicle 29/8/1855
“Stewponey Annual General Licensing Meeting, for the granting and renewing of licenses, took place on Tuesday last.....

There were 30 applicants for spirit licenses, out of which number the 11 under-mentioned were successful.....
Joseph Cox, in the ‘City’ of Rowley.”

Birmingham Daily Gazette 30/3/1865
“A little more than a fortnight ago the bodies of two newly-born illegitimate male infants were discovered in the Old Cross

Quarry, on the hills of Rowley. They were laid one on top of the other, and covered with stones and soil, the topmost child being
found alive, although it expired in a few minutes after it was found. The evidence taken at the previous Coroner’s inquiries on
the subject went to show that both children had been born alive, and both had died from syncope, brought on by congestion of the
lungs, which was originated by the covering of the bodies with earth and exposure to cold. The mother of the deceased is a young
unmarried female named Mary Smith, and the inquest was adjourned for the police to make further inquiry. Yesterday the inquest
was resumed at the TALBOT HOTEL, Oldbury, before Mr. R. Docker, the District Coroner. Superintendent Overend of Hales
Owen, and Superintendent Mills, of the Brierly Hill Police were present. Mr. H. Jackson attended on behalf of the mother of the
deceased.



Several witnesses were examined, inclusive of a man named Vaughan, the reputed father of the children. He admitted having vis-
ited Mary Smith on the 14" inst at the BARLEY MOW INN, Rowley. She told him she had been confined on the Rowley Hills,
but did not tell him more. He refused to relieve her, and left the house. He had given her money on several occasions. Did not
know who was the father of the children.

The inquest was adjourned till Monday week, for the police to make further inquiry into the matter, and to enable the mother of
the deceased, who had not yet recovered from her confinement to be brought up in the Coroner’s Court.”

Stourbridge Observer 15/4/1865

“On Monday afternoon at the TALBOT HOTEL, Oldbury, the enquiry which had been adjourned from the 29" ult, touching the
death of the twin male infants discovered in the margin of a quarry on the Rowley Hills, near Rounds Green, on Tuesday, the 14"
of March, was resumed before R. Docker, Esq, Coroner. The particulars of the occurrence have already appeared in full in the
Observer. Mr. Overend, Superintendent of Police, of Halesowen, and Mr. Mills, Superintendent of Police, of Brierley Hill, were
present. Mr. Jackson, solicitor, West Bromwich, appeared on behalf of the woman Smith, to watch the case.

Having been duly cautioned by the learned Coroner, and the depositions having been fully read over to her, she made the follow-
ing statement. ‘On the day the children were born, I was coming from Dudley, and as [ was coming across the hills I was sud-
denly taken by the pains of labour, near the place where the children were found. The children were born shortly after. As soon
as I could I got to the first place I could find to get some one who might fetch the children away. I was quite alone at the time of
their birth. After they were born I staid with them till I had almost endangered my own life. I was in that state that I did not know
where [ was or what I was doing. I made sure the two children were dead before I left them.’

The learned Coroner then summed up analysing the evidence carefully, and the Jury, after nearly two hours deliberation, returned
the following special verdict, two gentlemen out of the fourteen dissenting. That Mary Smith is the mother of the children; that
death was produced by suffocation; that suffocation was produced by the act of Mary Smith through labour coming on at a time
and place when she did not expect it.”

Worcester Journal 22/7/1865

“Worcestershire Summer Assizes.....

Mary Smith, domestic servant, was indicted for the wilful murder of her two male children, at the parish of Rowley Regis, on 14th
March, 1865. Mr. Motteram and Mr. Warren were for the prosecution, and Mr. Sawyer, at the request of the learned judge was for
the defence.

Mr. Motteram, in opening the case for the prosecution, gave the facts of the case, which are as follows. The young woman who

is rather ordinary-looking, had the misfortune of falling a victim to the evil designs of a married man, named Vaughan, a miner, to
whom she stood in the relation of niece, and on 14" March, a very cold day, she was walking across the Rowley Hills, from Dud-
ley, and while pursuing her journey, she was suddenly seized with pains of labour, and was delivered of two male children, over
which she seems to have sprinkled a small quantity of earth. She then, with considerable difficulty, made her way to the nearest
public house, the BARLEY MOW, and sent for Vaughan, the father of the children, who, after staying with her for a few minutes,
left her, saying he could not help her. The same afternoon two men, accompanied by a dog, were going over the hills, and their
attention was drawn to a small heap of dirt by the dog scratching at the place. On their proceeding to the spot they saw the leg of
a child, which moved. One of the men feeling afraid, went and stayed at a cottage until his companion, who had gone to Oldbury
for assistance, returned and brought with him a police-constable and a surgeon. All three went to the place, where the child was,
and, on the earth being removed, two newly-born male children were found, the one dead and the other alive. Both were placed
in a basket, and taken to the PRINCE OF WALES public house, but before being placed in the basket the child found alive died.
Having thus stated the case, the learned counsel said if the circumstances of the case did not lead the jury to find a verdict of wilful
murder against the prisoner, they could either find her guilty of manslaughter or acquit her of the charge altogether.

Charles Archer, labourer, stated that on 14" March he, in company with a man named Reuben Wood, was on the Rowley Hills.
They had a little dog with them. Their attention was drawn to a little heap of earth, and when witness moved the earth with his
foot he saw a child’s leg. The child began to cry and its leg moved before Wood came up. When Wood arrived he said he would
go for a policeman, and started for Oldbury, while witness went to a cottage which was near, leaving the children as they were.
When Wood came back with PS Simmons, they all went to the place where the children were, and witness saw Simmons pick up
two children and take them to the PRINCE OF WALES public house.

Cross-examined: The dirt which covered the child was an inch and a half in depth. He removed the earth with his foot, the same
as he should have kicked anything off. He remained at the cottage an hour before he went back. The earth appeared as if it had
been put on by hand.

By Mr. Motteram: The children were completely covered over, and witness could not see the least of them. In removing the soil
witness touched the leg of the child, and it cried. He did not think he injured it at all.

Reuben Wood, labourer, gave corroborative evidence.

PS Simmons stated that he saw part of the child’s leg, body, and face. There was a thin sprinkling of soil upon the bodies, through
which he could see. He knocked some of the soil off, and saw a leg and arm move. He then moved the child, and saw a second
one lying underneath. The second child was dead. Afterwards apprehended the prisoner, and charged her with leaving her two
children exposed on Rowley Hill, and thereby causing their death. She replied, ‘I am aware of it.’

Mr. Cooper, jun, surgeon, of Oldbury, said the child lived for about three minutes. Witness made an examination of the child
which had been found alive, and discovered a slight abrasion on the leg, but no marks of violence on either. His opinion was that
the child which was found dead had died from exposure to the cold, and the one found alive from congestion of the lungs, also the
effect of exposure to cold. Witness could form no opinion as to whether the child found dead was alive or dead when put under
the soil.




By Mr. Sawyer: There were around the place where the children were found several caves where a child might be thrown.

Mr. Cooper, sen, who attended the prisoner on the 14™ March, stated that she had given birth to a child within twenty-four hours.
On witness questioning her she said she had been delivered of twins when coming over the hills. She believed they were both
born alive, and she heard one of them cry several times. She left them where they were found and did not put them under the
ground. Witness had previously made no allusion to the children being put under ground.

Mrs. Esther Powell, Westbromwich, stated that prisoner lodged at her house, and left about half-past twelve on the day the
children were born. Before she left she had made some baby clothes, and on Friday after she left witness went to see her at her
lodgings at Oldbury. She said to prisoner, ‘I wish you had picked your babies up and put them in your apron, if they had died on
the road.” Prisoner said, ‘I wish I had.’

Sarah Wainwright, landlady of the BARLEY MOW, near the Rowley Hill, said prisoner came to her house about four o’clock in
the afternoon of the 14" of March, and stayed until eight. She had some brandy, cold. At prisoner’s request witness sent for a man
named Vaughan, who came, and after staying about five minutes went away. Prisoner then had some hot brandy and said she was
cold.

Aron Vaughan, miner, said he had known the prisoner for twenty years. He could not say whether he was the father of the
children. He was a married man, and was uncle to the prisoner. Gave the prisoner ten shillings on the Saturday night before the
children were born. Saw her on the Tuesday at the BARLEY MOW, when she told him she had been delivered of two children, on
Rowley Regis. He told her he could not help her. Prisoner told him that she believed the children were dead when she left them.
Elizabeth Skelding, Ann Skelding, and Ann Warlow gave evidence, which contained no new facts.

Mile Overend, Superintendent of Police at Oldbury, said that at the adjourned inquest, held in April, he heard the prisoner make

a statement to the effect that, as she was walking over the hills from Dudley the children were born, and she went as fast as she
could to get some one to fetch the children away. She did not know where she was, and almost lost her own life, and was well
nigh starved to death.

Mr. Sawyer for the defence, said that he thought all in court would agree with him in arriving at the conclusion that the unfortu-
nate woman was not only not guilty of the crime of murder, but of any offence against the law. He alluded to the preparations
made by the woman for providing clothes for her children, and said the evidence showed that she had behaved to her children in
the most gentle manner possible.

The learned Judge, in summing up, laid before the jury the distinction between the crime of murder and manslaughter, saying that
if the prisoner was found guilty those were the only two crimes brought into question, that the concealment of birth having no
connection with the case.

The jury found the prisoner not guilty, and she was accordingly acquitted.”

Sarah Wainwright died in the 1* quarter of 1867.
County Advertiser 13/4/1867

“At the Police Court, on Wednesday, the license of the BARLEY MOW, Tividale, was transferred from the executors of Sarah
Wainwright to Arthur Wise.”

Bells Life in I ondon and Sporting Chronicle 3/4/1869
“Tim Thomas of Tividale, will run Tom Tye of Birmingham 100 yards level, for £10 a side, and will take expenses to run at Aston
Cross. Money ready at the BARLEY MOW, Rowley, or an answer through Bells Life will be attended to.”

Birmingham Daily Gazette 20/1/1870
“At the Petty Sessions yesterday, before Messrs. E. Moore and L. W. G. Barrs, a publican named John Pleydon, of the BARLEY

MOW, Tividale, was charged with selling ale during prohibited hours. On the evidence of Police-constable Satchwell, it was
shown that on Sunday, the 9" instant, five or six men were drinking in a stable on the premises of the defendant, and that in the
manger there were two quart jugs of ale. To the inquiry of the Bench as to what he had to say, defendant made reply in rhyme,
thus, “Well, I’ve nothing at all to say; please to tell me what I’ve to pay.’

Mr. Moore: You are fined 10s and costs.

Defendant: Why that’s more than I have taken since I have been in the house — (laughter).”

Stourbridge Observer 29/1/1870

“James Haines, William Ashcroft, William Ratcliffe, and Matthew Davis, four men, were summoned for drinking in a public
house on the 9" instant, during prohibited hours, at Tividale.

Police-constable Satchwell said: I visited Playden’s public house about ten minutes past twelve o’clock on the above date, and
found the four defendants in the stable. There were two quart jugs of ale, and a half gallon jug filled.

Defendants pleaded guilty, and were fined 1s and costs.”

County Express 27/8/1870
“The annual licensing meeting for the Rowley Regis Petty Sessional Division was held yesterday at COOKSEYS HOTEL.....
John Playdon, BARLEY MOW, Tividale ..... were all cautioned in reference to the future conduct of their houses.”

1871 Census
City
[1] John Pleydon (38), licensed victualler and farmer, born Piplton, Worcestershire;



[2] Emma Pleydon (30), wife, born Dudley;

[3] William Pleydon (2), son, born Rowley Regis;

[4] Albert Pleydon (9 months), son, born Rowley Regis;

[5] Agnes Pleydon (4), daughter, born Rowley Regis;

[6] Jane Bennett (14), domestic servant, born Tipton:

[Piplton was probably Peopleton, south east of Worcester.]

John Pleydon was also a farmer. [1873]

County Advertiser 22/5/1875

“John Bladen [sic], landlord of the BARLEY MOW INN, Tividale, was charged with permitting drunkenness in his house on the
3rd inst. Mr. Shakespeare defended. Police-constable Given said that at nine o’clock on the night in question he visited the defen-
dant’s house, and found a man present, drunk and asleep. He called the landlady’s attention to the fact, and she instantly requested
the man to leave. The Bench thought that the man was drunk, but were not satisfied that the landlord was aware of it. The case
was dismissed.”

1881 Census

2, City

[1] John Pleydon (48), cattle dealer, born Pippleton, Worcestershire;
[2] Emma Pleydon (40), wife, born Dudley;

[3] Agnes Pleydon (14), daughter, born Tividale;

[4] William Pleydon (12), son, born Tividale;

[5] Caroline Pleydon (8), daughter, born Tividale:

County Express 1/9/1888

“Thomas Plant, landlord of the BARLEY MOW, Tividale, was charged with allowing gambling on his premises on the 18" ult.
Police-constable Mannering, of Willenhall, said that at 6.50 on the evening in question he went to the defendant’s house in plain
clothes, and in the kitchen were fourteen men. A man whom they called Farey reached down a pack of cards from the shelf, and
challenged the company to play at cards for a quart of ale. Three men joined and played a game for a quart, and the landlord was
near and supplied the beer. Another of the men, named Joe, who was one of the winners in the first game, said he would play
anyone for ‘a dry 3d a corner.” The same two men won again, and the money was paid to the winners. The men began to play
another game for the same amount, and witness left.

Police-constable Moreton corroborated.

Defendant said he was not in the house until seven o’clock on the same evening, and did not supply any beer.

The Bench said the case was clearly proved, and the defendant would be fined 20s and costs.”

1891 Census

2, The City - BARLEY MOW INN

[1] Thomas Plant (32), licensed victualler, born Dudley;
[2] Jemima Plant (31), wife, born Dudley;

[3] Eliza A. Plant (7), daughter, scholar, born Dudley;
[4] Ada Shingleton (17), general servant, born Dudley:

County Express 27/6/1891

“Joseph Allmark, Tipton Road, Tividale, was charged with being disorderly on the licensed premises of Thomas Plant, BARLEY
MOW, on Sunday.

Complainant said defendant came into his house drunk, and when requested refused to leave. When witness tried to get him out
they fell, and witness received an injury to his head.

Fined 5s and costs, or fourteen days.”

1901 Census

The City, Oakham

[1] Thomas Plant (41), licensed victualler, born Kates Hill;
[2] Jemima Plant (40), wife, born Kates Hill;

[3] Eliza Ann Plant (17), daughter, born Kates Hill;

[4] Jemima Plant (7), daughter, born Kates Hill:

1911 Census

near Dudley - BARLEY MOW INN

[1] Thomas F. Holland (32), licensed victualler, born Thorne, Staffordshire;
[2] Fanny Holland (32), wife, married 10 years, born Wednesbury;

[3] Fred Holland (9), son, school, born Great Bridge;

[4] Madeline Holland (6), daughter, school, born Rowley;

[5] Leslie Holland (4), son, born Rowley;



[6] Thomas Holland (2), son, born Rowley;
[7] John Willie Holland (1 month), son, born The City, Rowley Regis:

Birmingham Daily Gazette 14/4/1926
“A horse driven by William Cole, who formerly lived at BARLEY MOW, Gipsy Lane, Tividale, took fright at Brades Bridge yes-

terday. In making a plucky effort to stop the runaway, Cole got entangled in the reins and fell beneath his own cart, being killed.”

Birmingham Daily Gazette 17/4/1926
“A verdict of Accidental Death was returned at the inquest at Tividale yesterday on William Coles, aged 39, haulier, residing with

his mother, the licensee of the BARLEY MOW INN, City, Oakham, Rowley Regis, who it was stated was in charge of a horse
attached to an empty tip-cart when the animal took fright and bolted on Tuesday. Coles tried to hold the horse in check, but was
unsuccessful, one of the reins snapping. He climbed over the front of the vehicle on to one of the shafts, and then apparently got
his feet entangled in the reins. He fell to the ground, and one of the wheels passed over his head.”

AND

Dudley Chronicle 22/4/1926

“The South Staffordshire Coroner (Mr. W. C. Checkley) held an inquest on Friday at the ASH TREE INN, Tividale, on the death
of William Cole, aged 39, a widower, who resided with his mother at the BARLEY MOW, Oakham.

Joseph Cole, a stone-sett worker, and a brother of the deceased, said the latter left for work with his horse and cart, on April 13% at
7am. At 5.15pm witness was told that his brother had met with an accident in Brades Park.

William Davies, a boy of 13 years, said at 4.20pm, on April 13, he was standing near the canal bridge in Brades Road when he
saw a horse and tip-cart coming round the bend of the road. The horse was running away, and the driver was in the cart, holding
the reins and trying to pull the horse up. Just before the horse reached witness he saw the driver get over the front of the cart on to
the left shaft. He loosed the reins and jumped, and as he did so his feet appeared to get entangled in the reins, which caused him
to fall to the ground, and a wheel went over his head. Witness went up to him, and said he was bleeding from the ears and mouth.
A postman arrived and picked the deceased up.

A postman named Edward Jones gave similar evidence, and added that when he went to the man he found him unconscious. Wit-
ness moved deceased to the side of the road, and feeling his pulse, could discover no movement.

Ernest Wood, a farm labourer, who also saw the accident, said the horse was obviously running away, but what had startled it he
could not say.

PC Hill said he was on duty in Dudley Road when he heard a shout and saw the horse galloping towards him and no one in
charge. He tried to stop the horse, but could not do so. He saw Cole lying dead on the pavement. He examined the body, and
found a fracture at the base of the skull and a fracture of the left jaw bone, and there were marks on the face, as though the wheel
had passed over it. He made enquiries, but had found no one who saw the horse start.

The Coroner said that they could not tell what startled the horse. It was a sad case, and that they had to suppose that the driver
thought that by keeping the reins in his hands and getting on to the shafts he had a chance of stopping the animal. He recorded a
verdict of Accidental Death.”

It had a football team based here. [1935]

It was rebuilt in 1937.

1939 Register

115, City Road

[1] William Harris, date of birth 20/9/1891, innkeeper, married;
[2] Nellie F. Harris, dob 6/1/1897, paid servant, married,

[3] William Harris, dob 1/12/1918, professional footballer, single;

Tipton Herald 17/3/1956

“A musical cigarette box was presented to Mr. R. Walton, President of the Tividale and Oakham Horticultural Society, at the Soci-
ety’s second annual ladies’ evening at the BARLEY MOW INN, Oakham, on Thursday, for his services to the Society. Alderman
G. Palmer, a former President, who made the presentation, said the Society, which was ‘one of the strongest of its kind in the area,
owed much of its success to Mr. Walton.

For his valuable work on the committee, P.Serg. D. Mole was presented with a set of pipes.

A dinner attended by members and their wives was followed by a concert.”

5

Tipton Herald 27/10/1956

“A popular feature of Tividale and Oakham Old Folk’s Gala, held each year in September at Tividale Park, is the flower and vege-
table show organised by Tividale and Oakham Horticultural Society.

Many awards can be gained by successful exhibitors and these were presented to them by Mr. Redvers Walton, President of the
Society, at a distribution held at the BARLEY MOW HOTEL, Oakham on Thursday.....”

Tipton Herald 15/12/1956
“Viewers of the ITV programme had an opportunity on Tuesday evening of seeing a recording of a presentation that took place in
the town on Friday.




It was the handing over by Miss Patricia Cox, ATV’s Midland Newscaster, of awards won in the annual domino competition
staged by Mr. J. Monahan on behalf of the Guide Dogs for the Blind.

In this, his 11" year of arranging functions for this fund, Mr. Monahan hopes to top £300.

A crowd of some 1,200 people saw Miss Cox make the awards to the BRITANNIA, Dial Lane, West Bromwich, the winners of
the Blackout Cup, and the runners-up, the BARLEY MOW, Oakham, Tividale.

Among the entertainers at a concert which followed was Alan Beasley, a blind pianist, who resides at 25, Coppice Street, Tipton.
He is able to play several musical instruments.”

Tipton Herald 26/10/1957

“Trophies won at the sixth annual flower and vegetable show of Tividale and Oakham Horticultural Society were presented by the
Mayor of Rowley Regis (Alderman G. A. Smith) at the annual prize distribution and social entertainment at the BARLEY MOW
INN, Oakham, on Wednesday evening.....”

John Clifford Smith — see also FOUR WAYS, Cradley Heath.
Stanley Clarke Withers — see also BULLS HEAD, Rowley Regis, and ROWLEY RAG, Rowley Regis.
John Stait was married to Sheila.

Closed
It reopened on 3™ August 1984 as a Holt, Plant and Deakin pub.

Sandwell Evening Mail 23/9/1987

“Families in a busy Tividale main road are planning a human chain demonstration to block the entrance of a quarry site in a
long-running battle over tipping. Householders and tenants in City Road plan to bar lorries from entering Darby’s Hill Quarry
where in-filling operations by up to 400 lorries a day are said to have led to nuisance from rats, flies, and mud on the road, causing
potential traffic and health hazards. The families who staged a similar protest ten months ago, also claim the quarry site is used by
gangs of rowdies for glue-sniffing, under-age drinking, motor-cycle riding and pellet-gun shooting.....

Mr. Colin Waring, licensee of the BARLEY MOW public house in City Road, complained, ‘We are plagued with flies and have

to keep the windows shut. We get rats and mice in the road and, because of the situation, we have paid for our own pest control
officers to visit us once a month.” His wife, Hilary, said, ‘Up to 400 lorries tip there every day. Sooner or later there is going to be
a fatal accident.’.....”

Colin Waring — see also BELL AND BEAR.

Sandwell Evening Mail 1/11/1991 - Advert

“Early Evening Pint Savers. Holts Bitter 99p per pint. Holts Entire 105p per pint.
Special offer prices for the month of November only.

Available Mon-Sat evenings 5.30-8pm.

Only from these Holts pubs ..... BARLEY MOW, City Road, Tividale.”

Sandwell Evening Mail 1/7/1994
“Gigs ..... Thursday ..... Soul Survivors (BARLEY MOW, Tividale).”

Diane Murphy’s partner was Steve White.

Dudley Chronicle 14/1/2000
“Bosses of a Tividale pub are set for a ghost watch they hope will explain strange events ..... The couple have had gas cylinders
turned off, alarms triggered with no apparent cause and have smelt toast where there was none.....”

Ivan Munnelly was married to Elaine.
A new car park was opened on 29" September 2002.
[2008]

Closed [2009], [2010]
Demolished [2011]

BEECH TREE

111, Gorsty Hill Road / 61a, Beeches Road, (1, Tump Road), BLACKHEATH



OWNERS

Showells Ltd., Langley

Ind Coope and Allsopp Ltd. (acquired on 3™ July 1935)
Ansells Ltd.

Holt, Plant and Deakin (1984 — 1996)

Daniel Thwaites and Co. [2005], [2007]

LICENSEES

David Darby [ ]-1870);

Henry Hickton* (1870 —[1871]
William Henry Hickton®* [1872]
Henry Hickton* [1874] —[1881]
Amelia Burgess [1883] manageress
William Henry Hickton® [71884]

Harry Letts [1888] — [1896]

Walter Harrison [1899] — 1905);

Isaiah Baker (1905 —1922);

George Walker (1922 —1930);

James Fleetwood Cross (1930 — 1936);
Isaac Sidney Lukeman (1936 — 1940);
Ernest Slater (1940 — 1943);

Alfred John George Garratt (1943 — 1946);
Maurice Dillon (1946 — 1949);

Ernest Harry Savage (1949 —1950);
Joseph Henry Sutton (1950 — 1954);
James Alfred Wilson (1954 —1956);
Donald John George Harper (1956);
Jack Lewis (1956 — 1958);

Dennis Raymond Powell (1958 —1965);
Doris Marjorie Powell (1965 —| ]

Bob Wallace [1973]-[1981]

Sylvia Smith (1984 —[1985]

Leon Abecasis [1991]

Derek Manton [2001]

NOTES

1, Tump Road [1881], [1891]

22, Gorsty Hill Road [1901]

111, Gorsty Hill Road [1991], [1999]
61a, Beeches Road

It had a beerhouse license.

It was known locally as “The Big Beech”.
Black Country Bugle 1/9/2021

Article by Steve James
“BEECH TREE, Gorsty Hill ..... allegedly haunted by a ghost in the cellar who turned off the gas and threw glasses around.”

* probably the same person

1871 Census

Black Heath — BEECH TREE

[1] Henry Hickton (21), unmarried, licensed victualler, born Rowley Regis;
[2] Elizabeth Harcourt (16), domestic servant, born Halesowen:

Henry Hickton married Annie Baker in the 1* quarter of 1873 at Bromsgrove.



Stourbridge Observer 18/4/1874

“Joseph Mason was charged with being drunk and refusing to quit the BEECH TREE INN, Blackheath, when requested on the 9*
inst. Henry Hickton, the landlord, proved that defendant went into his house on the above date, quite drunk. Defendant refused to
go out when requested, and witness was compelled to eject him. Fined 5s and costs; in default 21 days.”

Midland Counties Evening Express 10/1/1875

“Unfortunately there is yet no sign of the perpetrators of the brutal murder of the watchman, Bowater, being brought to justice.
The police are making every effort to obtain some clue, and every precaution has been taken to discover any trace of the mur-
derer or murderers, but up to a late hour last night, these efforts had been unsuccessful, and it seems too probable that those who
committed the crime have got clear off, for the present at all events. The inquest on the body of Bowater is to be opened today
at the BEECH TREE, Gorsty Hill, Blackheath, near where he resided. It is suggested that there shall be a reward offered for the
production of evidence, and steps relating to this will be taken as early as possible.”

Staffordshire Advertiser 24/7/1875

“Staffordshire Summer Assizes ..... Action for Damages by Mining Operations at Rowley Regis.....

Mr. Thomas Pargeter Jones, one of the plaintiffs, said he was born at Olive House in 1832, and had known it all his life. It was
now occupied by Mr. A. W. Jones, his brother. It was a good substantial house until about June, 1871. The garden wall then be-
gan to crack on the side nearest to the BEECH TREE INN. There were now many cracks in the walls of the house.....

Mr. Henry Hickton, landlord of the BEECH TREE INN, said he had known the property in question for six years. His inn was
near to Olive House. Six years ago there were no cracks in the garden wall. They began to appear about four years ago. His own
house began to crack about the same time. It was now cracked in all directions. The cellar arches had given way, and the doors
had had to be taken off. The cracks in the plaintiff’s wall and the cracks in his own house were all in the direction of the defen-
dant’s workings.....”

[The jury returned a verdict for the defendant, William Henry Dawes, an extensive iron and coal master.]

County Advertiser 7/4/1877 - Advert
“Wanted a strong, active Servant Girl. One used to the public-house preferred. Age about 18 or 20.
Apply, Mrs. Henry Hickton, BEECH TREE INN, Blackheath, Rowley Regis.”

County Express 23/3/1878

“Quoits. Cradley Heath v Coomb’s Wood.

A match was played between the above clubs, on the ground of the latter, on Saturday last, which resulted in a victory for the
visitors. At the conclusion of the match, the Cradley Heath Club were most hospitably entertained by their opponents at Mr. Hick-

ton’s, the BEECH TREE INN, and after a pleasant evening returned to their respective homes. The following is the score.....”
[Cradley Heath won 89-72.]

1881 Census

1, Tump Road - BEECH TREE

[1] Henry Hickton (31), innkeeper, born Rowley Regis;

[2] Annie Hickton (25), wife, born Rowley Regis;

[3] Mary J. Harcourt (19), barmaid, born Birmingham;

[4] Mary Hickton (7), daughter, scholar, born Rowley Regis;
[5] Annie Hickton (2), daughter, born Rowley Regis;

[6] Phillis Clift (18), general servant, born Halesowen,;

[7] Agnes Barnsley (11), nurse, born Halesowen:

Birmingham Daily Post 31/10/1882 - Advert
“Woman Wanted, age 30 or 35, understanding Plain Cooking. Would not object to help in housework. A comfortable home for

respectable woman.
Mrs. Hickton, BEECH TREE INN, Rowley, near Dudley.”

Dudley and District News 3/3/1883

“Thomas Hollis, of Birmingham, was charged with being disorderly and refusing to quit licensed premises. Mr. Homer prosecut-
ed, and Mr. Cooksey defended. On Sunday night the 18" February, the defendant went into the BEECH TREE INN, Blackheath,
and asked for some brandy. The liquor was supplied to him by Amelia Burgess, the manager for Mr. Hickton. Hickton shortly
afterwards came in, and seeing Hollis there requested him to drink up and leave the house. Hollis threw out an insinuation about
Hickton disgracing his wife, and he refused to leave. They got to words and Hollis challenged Hickton to fight. A man named
Baker, a relative of Mrs. Hickton, interposed and asked Hollis why he challenged Hickton. The defendant thereupon divided his
attention between the two parties, the bias being on the side of Baker. He took off his two coats, and a set-to ensued between the
parties, the fight continuing for about ten minutes. In the meantime a policeman was sent for, but one was not to be found till the
fight was over. The disturbance was quelled, and the defendant ordered to quit. He refused to go, and staked money to fight Bak-
er in the morning. He heard that a policeman was coming, and just before the arrival of that functionary he made his exit.

Mr. Cooksey for the defence said that for some time past unpleasant circumstances had arisen between the parties, which caused




the defendant to abstain from visiting the house. He called in, however, on the night mentioned, and quietly asked for some bran-
dy. As had been shown in the case for the prosecution he was perfectly quiet and well-behaved during the time he was drinking
his liquor, and up to when the landlord came in and ordered him to go. Now, if this were the case he (Mr. Cooksey) considered
Hickton was exceeding his duties and privileges as a landlord, and that the defendant was perfectly justified in staying in the
house.

A witness named Parkes said defendant was orderly up to when he was ordered out by the landlord, who called him a returned
convict and other provoking epithets.

The Bench considered the case proved and fined the defendant 40s and costs, or one month’s imprisonment.”

Dudley and District News 1/3/1884

“Henry Walters was charged with being drunk and disorderly and refusing to quit the BEECH TREE INN, Gorsty Hill, on the 25%.
PC Leadbeater was asked by Mr. Hickton, landlord of the house, to eject defendant, who resisted and picked up a piece of wood to
assault the officer. Assistance was obtained and defendant put out, and in the road he behaved himself very violently. Ann Bailey
deposed as to the misconduct of the defendant. The Bench fined defendant 5s and costs in each case.”

County Advertiser 6/12/1884 - Advert

“Valuable Freehold Property, situate at Gorsty Hill, Rowley Regis, Staffordshire.

Mr. Joseph Hackett will Sell by Auction, on Monday, 15% December, 1884, at Mr. Hickton’s, the BEECH TREE INN, Blackheath,
Rowley Regis aforesaid, at Seven o’clock in the Evening punctually.....”

West Bromwich Weekly News 5/2/1887
“Notice. The Large Pig at the BEECH TREE INN, Blackheath, will be killed on Friday, February 11", and will hang for show
until Tuesday the 15". H. Hickton.”

County Advertiser 19/11/1887

“Yesterday morning Mr. E. Hooper, coroner, held an inquest at the BEECH TREE INN, Gorsty Hill, Black Heath, respecting the
death of Robert Bradley, aged two years and seven months, residing in Tump Road, Black Heath. Sarah Ann Bradley stated that
on the 9" inst the deceased was sitting up to the table for the purpose of having breakfast, when he, in reaching a cup of tea, upset
it, the contents running over his chest. Dr. Standish attended the deceased. Ann Brant stated that she was called in by the last
witness to see the child, when she applied oils to its chest. Deceased gradually grew worse, inflammation set in, and he died on
Tuesday last. The jury returned a verdict of Accidental Death.”

Dudley Mercury 17/12/1887 - Advert
“To be seen alive, the Largest Pig in the World, at the BEECH TREE INN, Gorsty Hill, Blackheath, Rowley Regis.”
[This advert was run in the newspapers until June 1888.]

County Express 9/6/1888 - Advert
“Wanted, a good General Servant, at once; age 25; must have good character; one from the country preferred.
Apply, BEECH TREE INN, Gorsty Hill, Blackheath.”

Dudley Mercury 16/3/1889 - Advert
“Wanted, an experienced General Servant, age 25.
Apply, BEECH TREE INN, Gorsty Hill, Blackheath, Rowley Regis.”

County Express 24/5/1890

“At the Old Hill Police Court, on Wednesday, before H. T. Hickman and W. Holcroft, Esqs, Harry Letts, landlord of the BEECH
TREE INN, Gorsty Hill, Old Hill, was charged with making an untrue entry in his brewing book, as to the quantity of sugar used
in brewing on January 21 last. Mr. Davies prosecuted on behalf of the Commissioners of the Inland Revenue, and Mr. Shake-
speare (Oldbury) defended.

In opening the case, Mr. Davies said in January last defendant was licensed as a brewer of beer, and in accordance with the 20™
section of the Act, the officer of the Inland Revenue provided him with a brewing book in the prescribed form. According to the
Act the defendant was required to give notice, by making an entry in that book, of every brewing he purposed carrying out. On
the 21* of last January defendant made an entry to brew one quarter of malt, at five o’clock in the morning, and to dissolve 28
pounds of sugar at eleven o’clock the same day. There was no other entry of any other materials being used in that brewing. Sec-
tion 20 of the Act said that if any person made an untrue entry of the materials used in brewing he should incur a fine of £100, and
the Bench would see that it was necessary the reports were entered truly, because it was upon these entries that the charge for duty
was based. On the afternoon of the day of brewing the officer visited the defendant’s premises. By the time the officer arrived the
whole of the wort was drawn from the mash tub, and was put in the fermenting vessel. The officer took part of the wort from the
copper and the fermenting tub, and also a sample of the grain and the malt. All the samples were forwarded to Somerset House,
and he should prove that no less that 41 pounds of sugar were used in the brewing, whereas the entry was 28 pounds. The grains
and malt were also analysed with a view to show what quantity could be produced from them. It would be shown that the greatest
quantity that could be produced from the malt that day was 150 gallons, leaving 27 gallons to be accounted for. It was utterly im-
possible for defendant to have produced 177 gallons from the entered quantity, and this clearly showed that an additional quantity
of sugar than entered must have been used. For some time more beer had been produced than was possible to be produced with




the amount entered in the brewing-book, and suspicions arose.

Mr. Thomas Cruikshank, Inland Revenue officer, stationed at Gorsty Hill, said defendant was licensed as a brewer in January last.
In December last year witness supplied him with the usual brewing-book. In the book witness found an entry on the 21% of Jan-
uary made by defendant for him to brew on the 22". He was to brew eight bushels of malt at five o’clock in the morning, and 28
pounds of sugar had to be dissolved at eleven o’clock. There was no entry of any other materials being used in that brewing. On
the 22" of January in the afternoon witness visited defendant’s premises. The grains were then in the mash tub, and the wort from
the brewing witness found in number one cooling vessel, and part in number two copper. Number one cooling vessel contained
88 gallons of the specific gravity of 69 degrees, and number two copper contained 97 gallons of the specific gravity of 38 degrees,
making a total produce of 177 standard gallons. Defendant was present, and witness informed him that he should take samples of
the brewing, and requested him to witness the samples. He took samples out of number one fermenting vessel, and out of number
two copper, and also samples of the spent grains. He sealed up the samples and forwarded them to Somerset House. The samples
were well mixed by him and defendant before he took them. The sample from the copper was taken after the contents had boiled
for some time. On the 20" February he again went to defendant’s premises and heard Mr. Letts’ explanation with reference to the
brewing of the 22" of January. This was after he had heard the result of the analysis. The supervisor informed Mr. Letts that the
analysis showed that a greater quantity of sugar had been used than entered in the book. Defendant replied that no more than the
entered quantity had been used. He also said he had been getting more from the brewing during the last three months or so than
previously, but he explained this by saying he was using malt of a better quality. A man who helped in the brewing was present,
and the supervisor asked him a question with regard to the sugar used in the brewing. When the man was answering defendant
interrupted him, but was requested by the supervisor to tell his story. Mr. Letts then said he was only trying to keep the man right,
but the man walked away without answering.

Cross-examined: He could not tell whether the malt was new or old. His suspicions arose from a greater quantity of gallons being
produced from the number of pounds of sugar used. He did not take any sample out of the cellar to which no sugar had been
added.

Re-examined: He had been an Excise officer ten years, and he had never known this quantity of sugar and malt to produce 177
gallons.

Mr. Charles Proctor, analyst at Somerset House, said he received the samples (produced) on the 23 of January. He examined

the sample from copper number two, and found it to contain added sugar equivalent to no less than 32 pounds to 97 gallons. The
fermenting vessel number one contained added sugar equivalent to no less than 9 pounds to the 88 gallons. That would represent
on the total brewing on the two quantities 41 pounds of sugar.

Cross-examined: 14 pounds of sugar would produce 9 gallons, but if it were very good it might produce 10 gallons. The malt was
of the ordinary quality.

Defendant was further charged with making an untrue entry of his brewing on the 26" of March.

Mr. Cruikshank said on the day in question he visited the defendant’s premises and found defendant emptying a quantity of sugar
into an underback at three o’clock in the afternoon. As soon as defendant saw witness he ran with the sugar in the direction of the
sugar store. According to the brewing report defendant should have dissolved the sugar at eleven o’clock in the morning. When
asked for an explanation, defendant said he only dissolved half the sugar in the morning, and he was just putting the remainder in.
Witness found a 28-pound sugar bag empty in the mash tub, and the defendant was emptying another. The report stated that only
28 pounds of sugar was used in the brewing. Witness took samples and forwarded them to Somerset House. The total amount of
beer brewed was 175 gallons.

Mr. Proctor said he examined the samples and found that the total amount of sugar in the 175 gallons was 48 pounds.

Mr. Shakespeare, for the defence, pointed out that the defendant had hitherto borne an excellent character, and during the five
years he had held a license he had conducted his house properly. The whole amount of which the defendant could have defrauded
the Revenue was 1s 6d.

The Bench considered the cases proved, and in the first case fined defendant £10 and costs, and in the second case £20 and costs.
They considered the second case was more serious than the first, as the defendant had had a warning. The fines and costs amount-
edto £33 17s.”

Harry Letts issued tokens from here.

1891 Census

1, Tump Road

[1] Harry Letts (31), licensed victualler, born Halesowen;
[2] Ellen Letts (34), wife, born Dudley;

[3] Ethel M. Letts (6), daughter, born Birmingham;

[4] Alice E. Letts (4), daughter, born Birmingham;

[5] Kate Hadley (18), general servant, born Rowley Regis:

Birmingham Daily Post 20/7/1891 - Advert
“General Servant (good) Wanted; one who understands cooking.

Apply, BEECH TREE INN, Gorsty Hill, Blackheath, Rowley Regis.”

County Advertiser 30/3/1895
“The Extraordinary Gale.
In the middle part of Sunday a gale of short duration but of exceptional violence passed over the greater part of the country, caus-




ing not a little loss of life and immense destruction of property.....

Blackheath. Here, as in other districts, a great deal of damage was done to the roofs of houses, but fortunately nothing of a serious
nature occurred. Some alarm was occasioned at the BEECH TREE INN, kept by Mr. Letts, at Gorsty Hill, during the gale. One
of the chimneys collapsed, and fell through the roof, damaging a piano, and the landlady narrowly escaped injury.”

County Advertiser 17/8/1895

“On Wednesday afternoon, Mr. E. Hooper (coroner) held an inquest at the BIRCH [sic] TREE INN, Gorsty Hill, respecting the
death of Amy Taylor, aged five months, whose parents reside in Tump Road, Blackheath, who was found dead in bed on the 12
inst. the child was put to bed in the afternoon, and two or three hours later was found dead. A verdict of Death from Natural
Causes was returned.”

Dudley Herald 19/3/1898

“At the Police Court on Wednesday, Mr. Waldron made an application, on behalf of Henry Letts, for a temporary permit to enter
into possession of the BEEHIVE INN, Garratts Lane, Old Hill. He said that the applicant, at the termination of his apprenticeship
at Halesowen, went to the BEECH TREE INN, at Blackheath, and kept that place for 10 years without any complaint on the part
of the police. He subsequently became tenant of the FIVE WAYS INN, Stourbridge, under the North Worcestershire Brewery
Company, and while there was convicted for permitting drunkenness. He contended that one offence ought not to prevent a man
for ever managing a public house, and he hoped they would allow him to rehabilitate himself and again hold a license.

The Bench granted the application, saying that Letts, who had suffered for the conviction, must be careful in future.”

Henry ‘Harry’ Letts — see also BEEHIVE, Old Hill and FIVE WAYS, Cradley Heath.

County Advertiser 3/12/1898

“On Saturday morning last Mr. H. A. Pearson (coroner) held an inquest at the BEECH TREE INN, Blackheath, concerning the
death of Arthur Taylor, aged eleven months, whose parents reside at Gorsty Hill, and who died on the 23rd ult, from the effect

of burns received the same day. The evidence showed that on the afternoon in question the mother left deceased in the house, in
company with his brother, Harry. Whilst she was away the children commenced to play with some paper near the fire, with the
result that deceased’s clothing was ignited. The mother extinguished the flames, but the deceased was badly burnt about the face,
arms, and chest. Nurse Mellor, who resides near, dressed the wounds, and Dr. Tatham was called in, but the child died about half-
past nine the same evening. The jury returned a verdict of Accidental Death.”

County Advertiser 15/7/1899 - Advert
“‘Tommy,” handsome Chestnut Pony, 11 to 12 hands, suit lady, very quiet, showy; Trap and Harness to match if required. Bargain.
Harrison, BEECH TREE, Blackheath, Staffs.”

West Bromwich Weekly News 18/8/1900

“On Wednesday, at Rowley Regis, Walter Harrison, landlord of the BEECH TREE INN, Gorsty Hill, Blackheath, was called
upon to answer a charge of having assaulted Florence Falkner, a domestic servant. Mr. Darby, of West Bromwich, who defended,
denied the allegation, and said it was a case of blackmail in order to get money. The magistrates said it was a case of grave suspi-
cion. The defendant would have the benefit of the doubt and be discharged.”

1901 Census

22, Gorsty Hill Road - BEECH TREE INN

[1] Walter Harrison (30), wine, beer and spirit retailer, born Greenwich, London;
[2] Mary Harrison (26), wife, born Cradley Heath;

[3] May Harrison (3), daughter, born Blackheath:

County Advertiser 6/7/1901
“Walter Harrison, landlord of the BEECH TREE INN, Gorsty Hill, was on the evidence of Police-constable Pass, fined 5s and
costs.”

County Express 14/6/1902

“Mr. A. A. Betham (Deputy Coroner for South Staffordshire) held an inquest on Saturday at the BEECH TREE INN, Gorsty Hill,
with respect to the death of Thomas Hall (68), ironworker, Gorsty Hill, who died very suddenly. The deceased left his home on
the night of the 4™ inst and was subsequently found dying in an outbuilding. A son of the deceased stated his father was a very
healthy man, and had never been medically attended. His father told him he had never had a doctor in his life.

PS Bentley said the deceased was seen before death took place by Dr. Beasley jun. He had made inquiries, and had every reason
to believe that death was due to natural causes. A verdict to this effect was returned.”

Smethwick Weekly News 13/12/1902

“At Old Hill Police Court on Wednesday, John Palmer, brickmaker of Hackett Street, Blackheath, was charged with refusing to
quit the licensed premises of the BEECH TREE INN, Gorsty Hill, Blackheath, and assaulting the landlord, Walter Harrison, on
the 4™ inst.

Prosecutor alleged that defendant created a disturbance and threatened him because he refused to serve him beer ‘on strap.” He




refused to leave when requested, and when witness attempted to eject him, he knocked him down, placed his knees on his chest,
and struck him several times. Defendant was fined £3 7s 6d, including costs, or six weeks’ imprisonment.”

County Advertiser 13/12/1902

“Yesterday (Friday) morning, Mr. H. A. Pearson (coroner) held an inquest at the BEECH TREE INN, Gorsty Hill, Blackheath, on
the body of William Siviter (61), banksman, Tump Road, Blackheath, who was killed at Haden Hill Colliery, Old Hill, belonging
to Messrs. W. Bassano and Co., on Tuesday night. Mr. R. H. Makepeace (assistant inspector of mines) was present at the inqui-
ry, and Mr. S. Dimmock, manager of the colliery, represented the firm. The deceased belonged to the night shaft, and, having
received his instructions where to work, went to fetch his tools, and some time after he was discovered jammed against a piece of
timber by a tub.

Thomas Brooks, a miner, stated that he wished to timber a portion of the road, and in order to do so he started a tub on the move.
The candle by which witness was working fell off the tub leaving him in the dark. He rushed to the wires and stopped the tub, but
before he could give a further signal to the engine driver the engines commenced to work again. The rope started but suddenly
stopped again, and deceased was found crushed by one of the tubs.

Dr. McQueen said the skull of the deceased was fractured, ribs were broken, and the heart injured through being crushed.

Mr. Makepeace said in his opinion it was very important that when the night men went on duty the rope should be finally stopped,
and should not be restarted before strict inquiries were made that everything was right. The management had consented to act
upon his recommendation.

Brooks said if he had not clipped the tub on to the rope he should have been killed.

The jury returned a verdict of Accidental Death, and suggested that Thomas Brooks should be cautioned not to commit an irregu-
larity in future.”

Birmingham Daily Gazette 15/3/1907 - Advert
“General Servant Wanted, respectable; references required.

Apply, Mrs. Baker, BEECH TREE INN, Beeches Road, Blackheath, Staffs.”

Dudley Chronicle 10/12/1910
“Structural alterations at the BEECH TREE INN, Blackheath, were granted to Isaiah Baker.”

County Express 14/1/1911

“On Saturday afternoon the annual meeting of the Lye district of the United Order of Free Gardeners was held at the BEECH
TREE INN, Gorsty Hill, Blackheath, the district master (Bro. Canadine) being in the chair. Bro. H. Cooper (deputy master)

was in the vice-chair. The following officers were elected for the ensuing year: District Master, Bro. H. Cooper; deputy district
master, Bro. J. Wiley; treasurer, Bro. G. Haddock; secretary, Bro. G. Rudge; trustees, Bros. H. Homer, A. Woodus, and W. Mallen;
auditor, Bro. C. Wooldridge; delegates to the A.G.M. meeting, Bros. G. Brown and J. B. Downing. Bro. Rudge was nominated
for the position of junior auditor of the Order. It was reported by the secretary that a sum of £31 15s had been paid throughout the
district to widows and orphans as Christmas gifts.”

1911 Census

Gorsty Hill Road

[1] Isaiah Baker (34), publican, born Brades Village;

[2] Mary J. Baker (36), wife, married 13 years, born Rotherham;
[3] Miriam F. Baker (12), daughter, born Oldbury;

[4] Florrie Brookes (20), servant, born Cradley:

Isaiah Baker check WHIMSEY, Oldbury.

James Fleetwood Cross — see also PRINCE OF WALES, Oldbury.

1939 Register
Gorsty Hill Road

[1] Isaac S. Lukeman, date of birth 28/8/1885, licensed victualler, married;

[2] Jane A. Lukeman, dob 27/9/1885, unpaid domestic duties, married;

[3] William Lukeman, dob 4/4/1906, constructional paterns helper, single;

[4] Fred L. Gray, dob 14/2/1911, driver heavy goods lorry, married, ambulance driver;
[5] Madge Gray, dob 25/1/1914, domestic duties unpaid, married;

[6] Geoftrey A. Gray, dob 7/7/1937, under school age, single;

[8] Eliza J. Baker, dob 28/6/1895, domestic servant, paid, single:

Alfred John George Garratt — see also BRIDGE.
Dennis Powell died in 1965.

It had four darts teams, four crib teams, a fishing club and a football team. [1981]



Closed
It reopened on 11" December 1984 as a Holt, Plant and Deakin pub.

Holt Plant & Deakin Beermat
“There’s a funny fella in the cellar at the BEECH TREE in Rowley Regis — the ghost of a customer long gone who murdered his
family. On certain nights, he creates havoc — he turns off the gas and nips upstairs to throw glasses all around the pub.”

Express and Star 6/1/1985

“Trombone playing publican Andy Smith combines a musical career in the famous Syd Lawrence Orchestra with helping his wife
run the BEECH TREE pub in Blackheath. Scotsman Andy, former musical director for P. J. Proby, has been a professional musi-
cian since he left school at the age of 14.

Now when Syd Lawrence plays in Black Country venues 38-year old Andy had his own fan club present — regulars from the pub
in Gosty Hill Road. And for the two years since Andy and his wife, Sy/via, who have two children, have been at the BEECH
TREE, known for its traditional beer, customers have been given other peeps into the world of showbiz. Syd Lawrence piano
player Ken Williams is an occasional visitor, and he and Andy have played duets for customers. ‘My wife runs the pub really,’
said Andy, ‘But I help out when I’m not away with the orchestra.””

Sandwell Evening Mail 24/6/1986 - Advert

“The BEECH TREE, Gorsty Hill, Rowley Regis, Invites You To Sample Holts Traditional Black Country Ales.
Home cooked lunches Monday to Saturday at reasonable prices.

Anything from a cheese sandwich to a Sirloin Steak.

12 noon — 2pm.

For a warm, friendly atmosphere come along.”

Sandwell Evening Mail 28/3/1991

“Beer drinkers at a Wednesfield pub are certain of a warm welcome after their local won a prize for the best cosy fire in the area.
The PHEASANT INN in Wood End Road won the contest run by Black Country brewery Holt, Plant and Deakin. Licensee Mr.

John Nicholls and his wife Diana won £400 in cash and solid fuel.

Runners-up in the competition to find the most welcoming fire were the BEECH TREE, Rowley Regis, and the SHOULDER OF
MUTTON at Blackheath.”

Sandwell Evening Mail 16/10/1991

“Four Holt, Plant and Deakin licensees have been made members of the brewery’s exclusive Fellowship of Entire Alekeepers for
the quality of their beer.

Dennis Williams, of the BREWERY TAP, Dudley Road, Wolverhampton; Brian Preece, of the WEST ACRES, Finchfield Hill,
Wolverhampton; Leon Abecasis, of the BEECH TREE, Gosty Hill Road, Rowley Regis; and Brian Martin, of the NEW NAVIGA-
TION, Titford Road, Langley, were presented with engraved brass pump clips and certificates.

They were awarded membership because of the consistently high quality of their beers.”

Sandwell Evening Mail 1/11/1991 - Advert

“Early Evening Pint Savers. Holts Bitter 99p per pint. Holts Entire 105p per pint.
Special offer prices for the month of November only.

Available Mon-Sat evenings 5.30-8pm.

Only from these Holts pubs ..... BEECH TREE, 111 Gorsty Hill Road, Rowley Regis.”

Leon Abecasis — see also ROCK VILLA, Wolverhampton.

It closed in 1996.
Reopened

Halesowen News 24/6/1999

“The BEECH TREE, 111 Gorsty Hill Road, Rowley Regis B65 0EX.

Come and enjoy a friendly relaxing atmosphere in a traditional Black Country Pub.
Now under the new management of sisters Margaret and Rose.

Live Entertainment Every Saturday Evening.

Traditional Ales served here.

Open all day Friday, Saturday & Sunday.

Pool Table — New Team Members required.

Darts — New Team Members required.

Free Juke Box.”

Closed
Reopened



[2010]
Closed [2011],[2013]

It was converted into housing. [2015]

BEECH TREE

158, (111), Halesowen Street, BLACKHEATH

OWNERS

City Brewery Co. (Lichfield) Ltd. [1919]
Wolverhampton and Dudley Breweries Ltd. [1942], [1950]
Marstons plc

LICENSEES

William Siviter [1861] — 1869);

David Darby (1869 — [1878]

James Darby [1880]

Ellen Darby [ ]- 1881);

Zephaniah Knowles (1881 —[1891]
William Onions [1901]

David Harris [1904] — 1906);

Joseph Neale (1906 —1928);

William Henry Bennion (1928 — 1934);
James Francis Winmill (1934 —1938);
John William Welding (1938 — 1943);
John Thomas Hardwick (1943 —1949);
Thomas Jones (1949 — 1952);

William Lowe (1952 —1956);

Sarah Lowe (1956 —1957);

Charles Lowe (1957 —1958);

Clifford Gomer ‘Cliff” Williams (1958 — [1965]
D Hill (1970 -1 ]

Maurice Hall [pre 1981]

Kenneth ‘Ken’ Platt (1986 — 2004)
Alun Gronow (2009 —[2019]

NOTES

111, Halesowen Street [1881], [1891], /1904],[1901], [1911]
158, Halesowen Street [1939], [1940]

It had an ante ‘69 beerhouse license.
It was known locally as “The Little Beech”.

Brierley Hill Advertiser 18/4/1857

“As we stated last week, Mr. Joseph Shakespeare, the butty of the pit where the explosion took place, was so seriously hurt that
little hope was entertained of his recovery. He has since died, and on Saturday an inquest was held over his body, at the CROSS
INN, Old Hill, but was adjourned till the 28" inst, in order that one of the men who was injured, but is now recovering, might be
able to attend. Mr. Brough, government inspector, was present during the enquiry.

The older Mason has also since died from the injuries received. An inquest was held over his body on Friday morning at the
BIRCH [sic] TREE INN, Black Heath, and was adjourned until Tuesday next, the 21 inst.”

Reynolds Newspaper 10/5/1857




“On Tuesday evening, at the BEECH TREE INN, near Halesowen, South Staffordshire, there was concluded an inquest upon

the body of William Mason, who, with Joseph Shakespeare, was killed by an explosion of fire-damp at the New Gawne Colliery,
in the parish of Rowley Regis. The inquest on the body of Shakespeare had terminated before Tuesday. On Tuesday, various
witnesses proved that the pit in question was a new one, now being driven out in the thick coal measure by a process of gate-road
and bolt-hole, in order to bring back the upper coal by ‘long-work.” Also, that upon the thirling of an air-head, a few hours before
the explosion, Mason, who is the charter-master (locally termed butty), was ordered by the ground-bailiff to clear it up for the
laying down of wrought iron pipes, into the face of the main road, which would have the effect of clearing the main road of the
dangerous gases. It was likewise shown that Mason was instructed not to permit any ingress to this straight road until such pipes
were actually introduced. Evidence was then given that the butty having examined this straight road with the lamp, found sulphur
in it, and that upon ascertaining this he and Shakespeare set to work to brush it out with their jackets; but that a candle had been
so carelessly attached to the corner as to receive the first issue of the gas, whereby explosion immediately took place, and the two
men were so burnt as to occasion their death shortly afterwards. Mr. Lionel Brough, the Government Inspector of Mines in South
Staffordshire and East Worcestershire, after having examined the pit, pointed out the rashness and folly of brushing out sulphur,
explaining, at the same time, that a current of air should have been carried to the far east, and that the dangerous gas removed

by ventilation, and not by brushing — a vicious habit that during the past half-century had caused the destruction of hundreds of
valuable lives.”

William Siveter = William Siveton

1861 Census

Black Heath

[1] William Siviter (52), victualler, born Rowley Regis;

[2] Elizabeth Siviter (48), wife, born Dudley;

[3] Mary Siviter (17), daughter, born Rowley Regis;

[4] Sarah Siviter (15), daughter, dress maker, born Rowley Regis;

[5] William Siviter (11), son, scholar, born Rowley Regis;

[6] Ann Siviter (9), daughter, born Rowley Regis;

[7] Emma Lloyd (23), visitor, dress maker, born Browsley, Staffordshire:

William Siviter was also a shopkeeper. [1864], [1865], [1868], [1870], [1872]

Stourbridge Observer 16/4/1864

“William Mills charged William Siveton with having his house open for the sale of beer, between the hours of three and five, on
Good Friday last. Police-constable (193) saw a woman go into the BEECH TREE, Blackheath, and when she came out she said
she only had half a pint of fourpenny.

Aaron Mills said he was with the police constable about half past three. He asked the woman what she had there, and she said,
‘Only a half pint of fourpenny.’

Siveton said it was an old woman who did odd jobs for his wife, and he gave her the beer. Ann Rebecca Peatman said, ‘On Good
Friday morning Mrs. Siveton sent for me to do something and she said ‘draw the old lady a half a pint of our beer.” I told the man
he was no gentleman to take the beer from me and spit it on the road as I had it given me. Dismissed.”

William Siviter died in the 3™ quarter of 1869.

County Express 19/3/1870 - Advert

“BEACH [sic] TREE INN, Blackheath, Rowley Regis.

To Publicans, Shop Keepers, Brokers, and Others.

Mr. John G. Wright will Sell by Auction, on Monday, March 21%, 1870, all the Public House Effects, Grocery Stock, Household
Furniture, &c, of the late Mr. Wm. Siviter, BEECH TREE INN, Halesowen Road, Blackheath, Rowley Regis, comprising Four
Pockets of Worcestershire Hops, Yellow and Mottled Soap, Bran, Beans, Sharps, Bacon, and other Grocery; Shop Fixtures, Five-
pull Beer Machine, Hogshead and other Casks, Vats, Coolers, Boilers, Feather Beds, Chamber and Kitchen Requisites, &c.

Sale to commence at Eleven o’clock in the morning.”

1871 Census

Halesowen Street

[1] David Darby (33), grocer, born Halesowen;

[2] Ellen Darby (24), wife, born Dudley;

[3] Emma Darby (5), daughter, scholar, born Rowley Regis:

County Express 15/8/1874

“Solomon Roberts was charged with being drunk and quarrelsome and refusing to quit the BEACH [sic] TREE INN, Blackheath,
on the 8" inst. Mr. David Darby, the landlord, proved the case. The defendant was drunk and quarrelsome in his house and,
although he was asked, refused to leave. He was fined 5s and costs or fourteen days.”

County Express 30/9/1876




“On Monday a meeting was held at the BEECH TREE INN, Halesowen Street, Blackheath, under the auspices of the National
Amalgamated Association of Nut and Bolt Makers. Mr. S. Parkes occupied the chair, and in opening the meeting said he believed
that the object of the meeting was for the benefit of the members of the Blackheath branch. He called upon Mr. J. Richards, Presi-
dent of the Executive Council, to address them.....”

County Advertiser 6/10/1877

“On Thursday afternoon Mr. Edwin Hooper, district coroner, held an inquest at the BEECH TREE INN, Blackheath, Rowley,
respecting the death of Ellen Parkes (22), an unmarried young woman, who formerly resided with her parents in Hackett Street.
Phoebe Mullett spoke to attending the deceased in April last, when she was confined with twins. One lived about an hour, but
both were buried as still-born children.

Fanny Parkes, the mother of the deceased, said that after her confinement she seemed very well for a month, and was then taken
ill. She had a quarrel with her brother a few weeks before, but never complained to witness of having been injured.

Mr. Beasley, surgeon, who had been in attendance on the deceased, said he first visited her on the 28" May. She was suffering
from intestine inflammation, and he noticed three bruises upon her body, which she said were caused by her having been kicked
by her brother. He did not think she was in a critical state until the 22" or 24 ult, and he did not think it necessary to take her
depositions. At 10.30 on the 28" ult, she died from peritonitis.

Joseph Parkes, deceased’s father, was also examined. He heard nothing of the injury to his daughter until she told Mr. Beasley
about it.

The jury returned a verdict of died from peritonitis, caused by injuries to the abdomen; how, or by whom caused, there is no evi-
dence to show.”

County Express 9/3/1878

“David Darby, landlord of the BEECH TREE INN, Blackheath, was charged with having permitted drunkenness in his house on
the 19" ult. Mr. Hayes appeared for the defendant and pleaded not guilty.

Police-sergeant Cooper said that having received certain information, he visited the defendant’s house at about half-past ten
o’clock on the night of the 19™ ult, and there found a man named Wm. Hodgetts, who was drunk. The man sat in a stooping posi-
tion, and was being supported by a man who sat next to him. He also noticed that a second man, named Priest, was so drunk that
he could scarcely hold a pint cup to his lips. Witness instantly called the attention of the landlady to the men, and she said that she
was not aware that the men were present, the landlord being away from home.

Cross-examined: He paid a second visit to the house shortly afterwards and then found that the men had left.

Police-constable Frost, who accompanied the sergeant, gave comfirmatory evidence.

Police-constable McGourty stated that he was near to the BEECH TREE public house at half-past nine o’clock on the night in
question, and hearing a noise he went in and asked what ‘discussion’ was going on. In the tap-room he found the man Hodgetts
who with some companions was behaving in a disorderly manner. He told the landlady that she had better turn the men out.
Cross-examined the officer admitted that he ate some trotters with Hodgetts before leaving the house, but denied that he drank ale
with him.

Mr. Hayes said he should prove that the man Priest entered the house just before the sergeant visited it, and that the landlady did
not know that Hodgetts was drunk or even present. He was instructed that McGourty ate and drank with Hodgetts, the man who
was now charged of having been drunk. His client had kept the house respectably for eleven years, and it was not to be supposed
that he would risk his license by allowing a drunken man to remain on his premises. Drunkenness must be wilfully permitted to
constitute an offence; the mere fact of a man having entered the house and remained there without the knowledge of the landlord
would not constitute an offence against the license.

Mrs. Darby then swore that the man Priest had entered the house only a few moments before the police-officer came, and that he
was not supplied with ale. She did not know that Hodgetts was present at the time although he had at an earlier period been sup-
plied with ale for his wife. The sergeant first called her attention to the men, and she immediately ordered them out.

The Bench gave the defendant credit for good character, but they considered the case proved because it was clear that defendant’s
servants were liable. They should inflict a small fine of 5s and costs as a warning to Mr. Darby and others.

William Hodgetts and Samuel Priest were then charged with having been found drunk upon licensed premises, and were fined 5s
and costs, or 14 days’ imprisonment.”

Dudley Herald 6/3/1880

“Joseph Mason was charged with refusing to quit the licensed premises of James Darby, the BEECH TREE INN, Blackheath,

on the 24" ult. The charge was proved, and the defendant was fined 2s 6d and costs, or in default 7 days. Defendant was also
charged with threatening to kill his wife, Mary Ann Mason, who deposed that she had been married 29 years, and her life had been
a misery to her on account of his violent behaviour which grew worse day after day. Defendant was bound over to keep the peace
for six months.”

David Darby died in the 4™ quarter of 1880.

1881 Census

111, Halesowen Street

[1] Ellen Darby (34), widow, beerhouse keeper, born Dudley;

[2] Emily Darby (15), daughter, born Rowley Regis;

[3] Ellen J. Darby (8), daughter, deaf and dumb, born Rowley Regis;



[4] Sarah Millington (21), domestic servant, born Netherton:

West Bromwich Weekly News 21/5/1881

“On Monday, the rivet-makers in the Rowley, Blackheath, and surrounding districts turned out on strike for an advance of wages.
A mass meeting of the men was held on Wednesday, at the BEECH TREE INN, Halesowen Street, Blackheath.

Mr. Isaac Cashmore said he regretted to say that some of the masters appeared inclined to oppose the men. He hoped, however,
that the good sense of the employers would prevail, and that in a few days the men would be called in to work at the advanced list.
He thought both masters and men were agreed from their experience in the past that strikes were detrimental to the trade, and he
personally was opposed to them, and thought they only ought to be resorted to under special circumstances. Under some circum-
stances strikes were absolutely necessary, and it was so in the present instance in the rivet trade. They had given the masters a fair
fourteen days’ notice, and their employers knew and admitted their miserable condition, and yet, after all, they refused to make
the concession which the men were entitled to. Not only had the men given the requisite notice, but before the notice expired a
deputation of the men waited upon all the masters requesting them to pay the advance, and so avoid a strike.....”

West Bromwich Weekly News 4/6/1881

“A largely-attended meeting of the rivet-makers in the Rowley, Blackheath, and Old Hill districts, now on strike for an advance of
wages, was held at the BEECH TREE INN, Blackheath, on Monday.

Mr. Isaac Cashmore stated that the whole of the rive- makers in the districts named were now on strike. A few, however, were at
work at Halesowen, and by so doing were prolonging the strike.

It was decided that a deputation should wait upon the operatives at Halesowen to induce them to join the strike.

It was unanimously resolved to continue the strike until the masters concede the 4s list.”

Evening Express 21/7/1881
“Ellen Darby, landlady of the BEECH TREE beerhouse, Blackheath, was summoned for permitting drunkenness.

Police-sergeant Cooper proved visiting the house on the morning of the 5" inst, and meeting a man named Bateman leaving the
premises in a drunken state, and that in the house he found another man named Cook, who was also very drunk.

The defendant’s plea was that she had only filled six quarts for these two men and another.

A fine of 20s and costs was inflicted.”

County Advertiser 3/9/1881

“The annual licensing session for the petty sessional division of Rowley Regis, were held on Wednesday last, at the Police
Court.....

The following is the black list: Beer-house Keepers.....

Ellen Darby, BEECH TREE INN, Blackheath, permitting drunkenness, fined 20s and costs.....

The persons in the black list were called before the Bench with the exception of E. Corser, he having left that house, and had their
licenses suspended till the adjourned licensing day.”

Dudley and District News 1/10/1881

“This being the adjourned licensing day the deferred cases were decided as follows.....

Ellen Darby, BEECH TREE INN, Blackheath, convicted for permitting drunkenness on her premises, was reprimanded, and her
license renewed.”

Ellen Darby died in the 4" quarter of 1881.

County Express 10/12/1881
“The Bench allowed the following license transfers.....
BEECH TREE beerhouse, from Ellen Darby (deceased) to Zephaniah Knowles.”

County Express 10/12/1881
“Jonah Debaney, miner, of Rounds Green, was charged with being disorderly and refusing to quit the BEECH TREE beerhouse,
kept by Zephaniah Knowles. He was fined 5s and costs.”

Birmingham Daily Post 7/4/1882
“Yesterday an inquest was held before Mr. E. Hooper, coroner, at the BEECH TREE INN, Blackheath, respecting the death of

Thomas Willetts (18), rivet-maker, formerly residing at No.103, Hales Owen Street, Blackheath, who committed suicide by
drowning himself in a pool at Cakemore.

Joseph Willetts, father of the deceased, said his son had notice to leave his employment a week ago, and this, he supposed, preyed
upon his mind.

Richards Brookes said on Monday morning deceased told him that he had a mind to go and drown himself. About a quarter of an
hour afterwards deceased left the shop, and proceeded towards Cakemore Pool. He (witness) then went and gave information to
the parents of deceased.

James Westwood said, whilst at work near the Cakemore Pool, he saw the deceased standing on the embankment on the side of the
pool with his hands set as if about to dive into the water. Witness shouted to him, and asked him what he was going to do. This
caused deceased to pause, but upon turning round a short time afterwards he saw him plunging head foremost into the water. The



body was not recovered until half an hour afterwards.

The Coroner said he had no doubt that having had notice to leave his employment it had preyed upon the youth’s mind and in-
duced him to commit suicide.

The jury returned a verdict of Suicide whilst of Unsound Mind.

A juror remarked that the pool was a favourite place for suicides, this being the fourth that had occurred there.”

Birmingham Daily Post 10/11/1882
“Yesterday a meeting of the rivet-makers who are now on strike in the Rowley and Old Hill districts for an advance of wages was

held at the BEECH TREE INN, Blackheath; Mr. Silas Parsons presiding. A deputation of rivet-makers from Hales Owen attend-
ed the meeting, and intimated their intention of joining with the Blackheath men in the strike. It was reported that several of the
employers were willing to pay the advance, but the question of allowing their operatives to return to work was adjourned until
Monday, in the hope that by that time the majority of the employers would agree to pay the advance claimed. It was unanimously
resolved to play on until the increase of 10 per cent is conceded.”

County Advertiser 2/5/1885

“Zephaniah Knowles, landlord of the BEECH TREE INN, Halesowen Street, Blackheath, was charged by the Inland Revenue
authorities with making a false entry in his brewing book. Mr. G. H. Dennis prosecuted.

Mr. Michael Burne, an officer of the Inland Revenue, said that on the 23" of February he went to the defendant’s premises, and
found that he had made an entry to brew 14lbs of sugar. The produce of the brewing was equal to 211bs of sugar.

The defendant pleaded that he was no scholar, and the mistake was made by his daughter, who made the entry in the book.

In reply to the Bench, Mr. Burne said that on seven occasions the produce of defendant’s brewing had been more than could have
been produced with the amount entered.

Defendant was fined £5 and costs.”

Birmingham Daily Post 3/2/1886
“Birmingham Police Court.....

Zephaniah Knowles, landlord of the BEECH TREE INN, Black Heath, Rowley, was summoned for working a horse whist in an
unfit state. Mr. Parker, veterinary surgeon, said the animal was suffering great pain, and totally unfit for work. The horse was
stopped on Monday in Moor Street by Police-constable Beard, who found that it suffering from a large wound on its back. A fine
of £1 1s was imposed.”

Dudley Mercury 1/12/1888

“At a large meeting of nailers on Monday night, at the BEECH TREE INN, Blackheath, Mr. T. Lee, on behalf of a number of
subscribers, presented Mr. John Price, who has been leader of the wrought nail makers for nearly forty years, with a purse contain-
ing £23. Mr. Lee remarked that Mr. Brooke Robinson, the member for Dudley, had subscribed £5 of the amount, and he was quite
sure the sum would have been considerably larger had the workpeople been better off. Mr. Price, in responding, said now he was
old and somewhat infirm he was unable to get about the district as he was wont to do. He very much appreciated the kindness of
his friends, which would be of considerable benefit to him.”

1891 Census

111, Halesowen Street

[1] Zephaniah Knowles (51), licensed victualler, born Rowley Regis;
[2] Ann Knowles (50), wife, born Rowley Regis;

[3] Olive Knowles (19), daughter, born Rowley Regis;

[4] Joseph Knowles (13), son, scholar, born Rowley Regis;

[5] David Knowles (11), son, scholar, born Rowley Regis;

[6] Fred Knowles (8), son, scholar, born Rowley Regis;

[7] Jane Westwood (16), domestic servant, born Halesowen:

1901 Census

111, Halesowen Street

[1] William Onions (49), beerhouse keeper, born Pattingham, Staffordshire;

[2] Elizabeth Onions (47), wife, born Newcastle, Staffordshire;

[3] Susan Onions (15), daughter, general servant at home, born Branstone, Staffordshire;
[4] Charles Onions (13), son, errand boy (crossed out), born Branstone, Staffordshire;
[5] Harry Onions (8), son, born Branstone, Staffordshire;

[6] Nellie Onions (3), daughter, born Branstone, Staffordshire:

County Advertiser 20/1/1906

“David Harris, landlord of the BEECH TREE INN, Halesowen Street, Blackheath, was charged with suffering gaming to take
place upon his licensed premises on the 26th and 30th December last.

Mr. J. W. Clulow, who prosecuted, explained that on the 26% ult, Police-constables Walton and Clark visited the defendant’s house
in plain clothes. They entered the house at 2-45pm, and saw a game of dominoes being played. The landlord and three other men
were playing, and the landlord and his partner lost the game. Defendant’s partner put 6d on the table, and said to the landlord that




is a quart now. Defendant noticed that there were two strangers in the place, and he motioned to his partner to go into the passage
where, in the presence of Police-constable Walton, the man handed 6d over to the landlord. Subsequently the partner said to the
officers, ‘Dave here took you for two coppers.” The officers remained in the house, but no other games were played. On the 30"
of December Police-constable Walton, accompanied by another man, again visited the house, and saw two other games played for
beer. The landlord stood by during the time the games were played, and said to one of the players, “You look like winning this
time.’

The defence was a denial that the men played for beer. The Bench, however, imposed a fine of £4, including costs.”

Birmingham Daily Gazette 8/2/1906
“The annual licensing sessions for the Rowley Regis Petty Sessional Division were held yesterday.....

The Superintendent objected to the renewal of the licenses of.....
BEECH TREE INN, Blackheath.”

County Advertiser 10/3/1906

“The adjourned annual licensing sessions for the Rowley Regis Petty Sessional Division were held on Wednesday.....

Mr. Bassano said the bench had under consideration the nine houses, five of which were objected to on the ground of convictions
and four others on the ground of redundancy. It had raised a very large question, and the magistrates had had before them the
consideration of the parish as a whole. He threw out a suggestion to the trade and owners that the matter should be considered
from their point of view during the next twelve months. The magistrates would be prepared to consider any counter proposition
that might come from the brewers which could be laid before them next year. In order to simplify the proceedings that day the
following licenses would be renewed.....

BEECH TREE INN, Blackheath.”

County Advertiser 15/9/1906

“Dudley Plant, a miner, of Hackett Street, Blackheath, was charged with refusing to quit the licensed premises of the BEECH
TREE INN, Halesowen Street, Blackheath, and also with assaulting the landlord, Joseph Neale, on the 9" inst.

Prosecutor alleged that defendant was drinking in the house when he commenced to create a disturbance by shouting. Witness
requested him to leave, but this he declined to do, and as witness was walking through the passage he struck defendant a violent
blow in the face.

Fined £1 10s or a month.”

1911 Census

111, Halesowen Street - BEECH TREE INN

[1] Joseph Neale (41), publican, born Long Lane;

[2] Amelia Neale (39), wife, married 19 years, assisting in business, born Ladywood Road, Birmingham;
[3] Gladys Neale (17), daughter, assisting in business, born Cradley Heath;
[4] Elsie Neale (16), daughter, millinery, born Cradley Heath;

[5] Frank Neale (14), son, tailor’s assistant, born Malt Mill Lane;

[6] Annie Neale (12), daughter, born Old Hill;

[7] Frederick Neale (10), son, born Nunnings, Worcestershire;

[8] Albert Neale (8), son, born Cakemore;

[9] Millie Neale (5), daughter, no birthplace given:

Joseph Neale, beer retailer, 158, Halesowen Street. [1916], [1921]

1939 Register
158, Halesowen Street

[1] John W. Welding, date of birth 3/4/1902, manager public house, married;
[2] Sarah A. Welding, dob 20/1/1900, unpaid domestic duties, married,

John William Welding died in the 2" quarter of 1947.
Cliff Williams played football for Blackheath Villa.

It was referred back to the Continuation Meeting for consideration of redundancy on 1% February 1958.
The license was renewed on 5™ March 1958.

Maurice Hall was married to Edna.
See also CALIFORNIA, Blackheath, and BULLS HEAD, Whiteheath.

Ken Platt was married to Maureen.

He was known as ‘Platty’.

He started work as a milkman.

See also BIRD IN HAND, Netherton and VINE, Blackheath.



The cribbage and domino teams from here won their respective leagues in 2005.
A team from here took part in the Blackheath Cribbage League. [2007]

[2019]

LITTLE BEECH [2021]

Halesowen News 23/6/2022

“A Blackheath pub wants to extend to create a larger premises. The BEECH TREE pub on Halesowen Street has applied to
Sandwell Council for permission to build an extension to create a larger lounge and new toilets. The pub is opposite Blackheath
Sainsburys. Notes to planners say the extension would be a single-storey side and rear extension. They state that the pub employs
three full-time and three part-time employees. They state its opening hours are from 9.30am till 11pm Monday to Friday and from
9.30am till lam on Saturdays, Sundays and bank holidays. The application will be considered by Sandwell Council planners.”

BEEHIVE

49, Graingers Lane, (Corngreaves Road (Lane)), CRADLEY HEATH

OWNERS

North Worcestershire Breweries Ltd.
Wolverhampton and Dudley Breweries Ltd. (acquired in 1909) [1921]

LICENSEES

Mary Ann Roberts [1849] — 1850);
Thomas Botteley [1849] — [1850]

John Perks (1850 — 1865);

Mrs. Sarah Perks (1865 —1 ]

John Perks [1868] — [1873]

Mrs. Sarah Perks [1871]—[1881]

James T Perks [1883]—[1884]

Jeremiah Westwood [1886] — 1893)
Walter Edward Mealand [1893]

Henry Rollings Pollard [1893]— /1896]
Alfred Price (1897 —[1904]

John Pillow (1904 —1907);

Robert William Botfield (1907 —[1911]
Samuel I Salt [1912]

Edgar Randall (1913 — 1915);

Joseph Boswell (1915 —-1921);

Harold Harbach (1921 —1927);

Frederick Adam Raybould (1927 —1937);
Mrs. Rachel (Cunningham) Garrett (1937 — 1956):

NOTES

Corngreaves Road [1871]
49, Graingers Lane [1881], [1891], [1901], /1904], [1908], [1911], [1912], [1932], [1939], [1940]

It had an ante 1869 beerhouse license.

Worcestershire Chronicle 25/7/1849

“On Monday last the Industry lodge of the Wolverhampton order of Odd Fellows celebrated its anniversary at Hostess Roberts’s,
BEE HIVE, Cradley. Sixty of the members sat down to a splendid dinner, S. Hudson, Esq, surgeon to the lodge, officiating as
president, and Mr. Willetts as vice.”




John Perks = John Perkes

Birmingham Journal 26/1/1850
“The transfer of the license of the BEEHIVE, Rowley Regis, to John Perks, was refused, it appearing from Sub-inspector Joyn-

son’s statement on oath that he had repeatedly cautioned Perks against keeping improper hours while selling under the outgoing
tenant’s license, and that about one o’clock in the night-time of Saturday last he (Joynson) found a great number of persons drink-
ing in the house.”

Worcestershire Chronicle 27/2/1850

“On Saturday last an inquest was held before W. Robinson, Esq, at the house of Mr. Samuel Golding, SAMPSON AND LION,
Netherton, on the body of a lad aged 15, named Samuel Pritchard, who was killed on the evening of the previous Thursday by
accidentally falling out of a skip, by which he was ascending a pit (with ten others) connected with the Codsall Colliery, under the
new British Iron Company. From the evidence it appeared that the accident (which had also resulted in the death of another lad,
aged 13, named John Foley, who was likewise ejected from the skip) occurred through the bye-rope having caught the corner of
the skip, and thus tilting it on one side, the deceased fell out to the bottom of the shaft (a distance of 75 yards). The jury returned
a verdict of Accidental Death. The coroner (Mr. Robinson) sent for the ‘doggy’ of the pit, and reprimanded him very severely

for allowing so many persons to come up in the skip at one time, and stated that he should communicate with the ‘butties’ on the
subject.

An inquest was also held on Monday, before George Hinchliffe, Esq, and jury, at the BEEHIVE, Rowley, on the body of the other
ill-fated boy, Foley, when the jury returned a similar verdict.”

Worcestershire Chronicle 3/4/1850

“On Easter Monday the members, to the number of 50, of the Industry Lodge, of the Wolverhampton order of Odd Fellows, met at
Host Perks’s, the BEEHIVE INN, Cradley Heath, and partook of their annual feast, which was served up in a satisfactory style by
Mr. Perks.”

1851 Census

Cradley Heath

[1] John Perks (27), victualler, born Brierley Hill;
[2] Sarah Perks (25), wife, born Tipton;

[3] James Perks (3), son, scholar, born Tipton;

[4] Sarah Perks (1), daughter, born Tipton;

[5] Jane Jones (18), house servant, born Stourbridge:

County Advertiser 27/12/1856

“On Wednesday last the colliers in the employment of the New British Iron Company, to the number of more than 300, were
entertained to a very substantial repast in the Company’s School rooms. George Thompson, Esq, presided, and Mr. Macdonald,
the Company’s Mine Agent, acted as vice-president, and the evening was spent in the most agreeable manner. The supper was
supplied by Mr. John Perkes, of the BEE HIVE INN, Corngreaves, and reflected the highest credit on the catering of the worthy
host.”

Birmingham Daily Post 21/10/1858
“Worcestershire Michaelmas Sessions.....

Henry Watkins and Benjamin Yorke, on bail, were indicted for having on the 9" of October, at Dudley, stolen £4 12s 6d, the prop-
erty of Francis Jones. Prosecutor on the above evening was returning to his home at Darby End, from a club at the BEEHIVE,
Cradley, when he met a man named Falkner, to whom he applied for payment of a debt. Falkner immediately struck him, upon
which prosecutor pulled off his coat to fight, and hung it on some palings. Falkner at once ran off, followed by prosecutor, when
on his return he discovered his coat, containing his money, had been stolen by the prisoners, who were running away with it in
their possession. Both prisoners were acquitted.”

1861 Census

Five Ways to Corngreaves

[1] John Perks (37), victualler, born Brierley Hill;

[2] Sarah Perks (36), wife, born Tipton;

[3] James Perks (13), son, scholar, born Tipton;

[4] Sarah Perks (11), daughter, scholar, born Tipton;

[5] Martha Perks (8), daughter, scholar, born Rowley;
[6] Elizabeth Perks (4), daughter, scholar, born Rowley;
[7] Phebe Dimmock (17), house servant, born Rock Hill;
[8] Henry Roberts (40), inn servant, born Rowley:

Wolverhampton Chronicle 26/2/1862 - Advert
“To Builders, Timber Dealers, and Others.

Sale of Capital Building Materials, Growing Timber, &c, at Cradley Heath, in the Parish of Rowley Regis.



Mr. Bateman will Sell by Auction, on Monday, the 3% day of March, 1862, at six o’clock in the evening, at the House of Mr. John
Perks, the BEEHIVE INN, at Cradley Heath, and subject to conditions then to be read.

The whole of the excellent Building Materials, in and forming Cradley Heath House, among which is a very superior three storey
Staircase, with mahogany Handrail and dark polished Oak Steps and Landings, situate at Cradley Heath, in the parish of Rowley
Regis, and which are required to be removed for the works of the Stourbridge and Old Hill Railway. Also about 160 Ash, Poplar,
and other Trees, now growing upon Lands, part of the same estate, also required to be cut down for the same purpose.

The Building Materials will be divided into three lots, and the Trees scribe marked, full and descriptive particulars of which will
be given in bills of sale, to be distributed, and which may be obtained upon the Premises, at the place of Sale, and, with any fur-
ther information from the Auctioneer, Dudley.

The Tenant upon the Premises will show the Materials, and also point out the Timber for Sale.”

Birmingham Daily Post 8/8/1862
“At the Petty Sessions, on Wednesday, Phoebe Dimmack was charged with having stolen 1s 8d from John Whitehouse. The pris-

oner is waitress at the BEEHIVE INN, Cradley Heath, and on Monday night week prosecutor went there and had several glasses
of spirits, and, according to his statement, he gave her, in payment for the last glass a two-shilling piece, from which he said she
never brought him change. Defendant denied having received the two-shilling piece and said the prosecutor paid for his last glass
with a fourpenny-piece. Prosecutor said it was the last glass but one which he had paid for with the smaller coin; and Mrs. Perks,
the landlady of the inn, who gave defendant an excellent character, said there was not a glass of spirits drawn for prosecutor after
the one which was paid for with the fourpenny-piece. The Bench had no doubt that prosecutor had lost his money somehow, but
they did not consider that there was any evidence against defendant, who was accordingly discharged.”

Aris’s Birmingham Gazette 29/4/1865 - Deaths
“On the 21% inst, at Cradley Heath, in his 42" year, Mr. John Perks, of the BEE HIVE INN; whose death is deeply deplored by a

large circle of friends, and all who knew him.”

Stourbridge Observer 29/4/1865

“On Tuesday last the mortal remains of Mr. John Perks, of the BEEHIVE INN, were conveyed to their last resting place in the
burial ground in connection with the Church at the Four Ways. While the funeral cortege was passing up the High Street, trades-
men, with one or two exceptions, closed their shops, and the occupants of private houses drew down their blinds, the kindly feel-
ing of heart, and the unimpeachable integrity of the deceased being such as to win the esteem of all who knew him.”

Stourbridge Observer 13/10/1866

“An inquest was held on Tuesday last, before Mr. E. Hooper, District Coroner, at the BEE HIVE INN, Cradley, touching the death
of Mary Woodhouse (daughter of James Woodhouse, chain maker), aged four years and six months, who met with her death on
the previous Thursday under the following circumstances.

On Wednesday week last, the deceased was returning from school, and whilst crossing the private line of the company [New
British Iron Company], thus committing trespass, she was knocked down and run over by some trucks drawn by horses, and she
received such injuries as resulted in her death on the day named.

The jury returned a verdict of Accidental Death, and the Coroner expressed a hope that in future all persons found trespassing on
the line should be prosecuted.

Mr. Kean, who represented the company, said he would see the recommendation of the learned Coroner carried out.”

County Express 19/10/1867 - Advert
“Money. £100 Can be Had, on approved Security, at Five per cent.
Application to be made to the Industry Lodge, BEEHIVE INN, Cradley Heath, near Brierley Hill.”

Stourbridge Observer 9/1/1869

“On Tuesday evening, about half past six o’clock, some person dressed in a long-tailed coat, and tall hat, attempted to obtain an
entrance into the BEEHIVE INN. He mounted the railings in front of the house, and then sought to spring upon the top of the
bow window. Very fortunately his foot slipped into the kitchen window, and the noise of the falling glass forced him to beat a
hasty retreat. If he had successfully mounted the window, he would soon have been in one of the front bedrooms. Endeavours are
being made to discover this would-be burglar.”

County Express 16/1/1869

“On Monday evening, the choir belonging to St. Luke’s Church, were by the kind liberality of the Vicar, and various members of
the congregation, entertained to a supper, at the BEE HIVE INN. A splendid and beautiful repast was provided by the Hostess, to
which ample justice was done. After the withdrawal of the cloth, the weed, &c, was called into requisition, and glees, songs, and
their usual accompaniments became the order of the evening. When the witching hour of eve drew nigh, home began to be recol-
lected, but before the choristers essayed to seek its sacred precincts, they proposed a cordial vote of thanks to the churchwardens,
Messrs. W. C. Barker and R. Green, who were both at the supper, for the great interest they had taken in the choir, during their
wardenship, and also for the enjoyments of the evening, which their kindly thought and energy had provided. The thanks were
accorded with musical honours, and after Mr. Barker had responded, the evening’s festivities came to a close.”

County Express 5/2/1870 - Advert




“Cradley Heath, Rowley. Valuable Freehold Pasture and other Lands, comprising together upwards of 16 Acres; Also Excellent
Dwelling House, and upwards of 20 Lots of Valuable Freehold Building Land, situate near the Corngreaves Iron Works, at Crad-
ley Heath, in the Parish of Rowley Regis, in the County of Stafford; and a Piece of Freehold Land, in Cradley Field, near Cradley
Park, Cradley, in the County of Worcester.

Mr. Bateman will Sell by Auction, on Monday, the 7 day of February, 1870, at the House of Mrs. Perks, BEE HIVE INN, Crad-
ley Heath, at Six o’clock in the Evening.....”

1871 Census

Corngreaves Road - BEEHIVE INN

[1] Sarah Perks (45), widow, publican, born Tipton;

[2] James T. Perks (23), son, born Tipton;

[3] Elizabeth Perks (14), daughter, scholar, born Tipton;

[4] Ellen Fowkes (22), general servant, born Dudley;

[5] Isaac Bate (60), visitor, widower, iron worker, born Rowley:

Stourbridge Observer 19/8/1871

“Early on Monday morning Cradley Heath was all astir and hundreds of persons could be seen wending their way towards the
Five Ways to witness the procession of Foresters, which was announced to take place that day. The weather being fine thousands
of persons were present to witness the procession through the various streets. Ten o’clock was the appointed time for starting, but
it was nearly half-past eleven before they got away, owing to their having to wait for some of the Courts from a distance.

The various Courts assembled at the Five Ways, and then formed themselves into order of procession. The following Courts were
represented: No.3068, Hope and Anchor, QUEENS HEAD, Corngreaves Street, Cradley Heath; No.3595, Cable and Anchor,
BIRD IN HAND, Cradley Heath; 4127, Good Samaritan, BEEHIVE, Corngreaves Road, Cradley Heath; 4196, Foresters’ Home,
VINE AND RAILWAY HOTEL, Cradley Heath; 4233, Loyal Shenstone; 4340, Loyal Marlborough, COOKSEY’S HOTEL, Old
Hill; 4398, Moss Rose, ROYAL OAK INN, New Town; 4546, Robin Hood’s Merry Rangers, CROWN INN, Five Ways; 4970,
Lye Reformed, WINDMILL INN, Lye. Although the district of Cradley Heath and Halesowen comprises 36 Courts, only nine
took part in getting up the Fete.

The procession started from the Five Ways, headed by the Cradley Heath Brass Band. The Pensnett Victoria Brass and Reed Band
and the Halesowen Drum and Fife Band also took part in the procession. Each band played lively quick steps passing through
Lomey Town, Five Ways, Four Ways, Reddal Hill, Old Hill, and Haden Hill, en route for Halesowen, passing through the prin-
cipal streets and then to the Leasowes. The procession was three-quarters of a mile in length, and was accompanied with three
magnificent banners bearing suitable mottoes of the Order, and a large number of flags, the members wearing the various badges
of the Order, and accompanied by Robin Hood, Little John, Will Scarlet, Friar Tuck, Shepherds, &c, &c.

On arriving at the beautiful and classic grounds, famed as having been the seat of the poet Shenstone, the procession passed round
the house of B. Gibbons, Esq, who had kindly placed the whole of the grounds at the disposal of the Committee.....

There was a number of shooting galleries, Aunt Sallys, and other things to amuse all classes. During the day a number of balloon
ascents took place.....

It is estimated that between six and seven thousand persons were present, upwards of £100 being taken at the gates, and it is ex-
pected there will be a good surplus in aid of the funds of the Order and General Hospital.

We must not close without a word of praise to the Committee, who were indefatigable in carrying out the arrangements according
to the programme. The refreshments were provided by Mrs. S. Cartwright of Cradley Heath, and the tea and confectionery by Mr.
J. Corns of Wolverhampton.”

Stourbridge Observer 23/12/1871

“An inquest was held at the BEEHIVE INN, Corngreaves, on Monday, before Mr. E. Hooper, on the body of John Mansell, 56,
who came by his death through being crushed between two trucks at the Corngreaves Iron Works, on Thursday. Dr. Maland at-
tended deceased. A verdict of Accidental Death was returned.”

Stourbridge Observer 13/7/1872

“On Monday last the anniversary of court Good Samaritan, No.4172, of the Ancient Order of Foresters, was celebrated at the
BEEHIVE INN, where the members sat down to an excellent dinner provided by the worthy hostess. Bro. Humphries occupied
the chair, and Bro. Homer the vice chair.....”

County Advertiser 19/12/1874 - Advert
“Wanted, a thorough General Servant.
Apply to Mrs. Perks, BEE HIVE INN, Cradley Heath.”

County Advertiser 6/2/1875

“In the Divorce Court, on Thursday, the case of Gower v Gower, Rhodes, and Harris, came before Sir James Hannen. It was a pe-
tition presented by Mr. Alfred W. Gower, of Brierley Hill, Staffordshire, for dissolution of marriage on the ground of the adultery
of his wife with the co-respondents.....

Sarah Perks, landlady of the BEEHIVE public house, Cradley Heath, proved the cohabitation of Mrs. Gower and Harris.....”

[A decree nisi was pronounced.]




County Advertiser 3/2/1877

“Mrs. Sarah Perks, landlady of the BEEHIVE INN, charged George Billingham with having been drunk and disorderly on her
premises, and with having refused to quit, on the 22™ ult. The defendant pleaded guilty, and Mr. Hayes, who appeared for the
complainant, wished to withdraw the case, but the magistrates inflicted a fine of 2s 6d and costs.”

County Advertiser 8/9/1877 - Advert
“Wanted, a good General Servant. Age from 20 to 25. Good character required.
Apply, Mrs. Perks, BEE HIVE INN, Cradley Heath.”

County Express 5/1/1878

“A meeting of the members of the Conservative Association took place last Monday evening, at the REINDEER INN, King Street,
Cradley Heath. There was a small attendance, Mr. C. Lander presiding. After the minutes of the last meeting had been read, the
Chairman introduced the business of the evening, which was successfully carried out. The next meeting will be held at the house
of Mrs. Perks, BEEHIVE INN, when all Conservatives are respectfully invited to attend.”

County Express 18/5/1878

“A meeting of the members of the Conservative Association was held at Mr. Samuel Jones’s, REINDEER INN, King Street,
Cradley Heath, on Monday evening last. There was a large attendance and Mr. C. Lander presided. After the transaction of some
formal business, several gentlemen were elected to attend a Conference about to be held shortly at Dudley. Several members
then spoke upon the Eastern Question, and other important political matters. The next meeting will be held at Mrs. Perks’s, the
BEEHIVE INN, on the 18" proximo.”

County Express 22/6/1878

“A meeting of the members of the Conservative Association was held on Tuesday evening last at Mrs. Perks’s, BEEHIVE INN,
Cradley Heath. Mr. R. Hamilton presided. After a few remarks from the chairman, the meeting proceeded to elect their represen-
tatives for the Executive Committee.....”

Wellington Journal 18/1/1879

“On Wednesday afternoon Mr. E. Hooper, coroner, opened an inquiry at the BEEHIVE INN, Graingers Lane, Cradley Heath, into
the circumstances attending the death of Frederick William Southall, aged seven years, of No.7 Cokeland Place, who died after an
illness of only a few hours on the 10th instant.

John Southall, chainmaker, father of the deceased, said his son was taken ill on Thursday night, the 9" instant, and died the follow-
ing day.

Mr. Thomas Standish, surgeon, said he had made a post mortem examination of the body, and was unable to ascertain the cause

of death. He found indications of irritant poisoning in the stomach and intestines. In accordance with the instructions from the
coroner, he had forwarded the stomach, with other portions of the body, to Dr. Alfred Hill, borough analyst, Birmingham. He also
handed to Dr. Hill a small portion of tea from a packet of which the tea was made which deceased drank the night before his death.
The Coroner said he did not propose to go further with the evidence on that occasion. The jury had heard from Mr. Standish that
some portion of the body had been forwarded to the borough analyst for examination. He deemed it necessary to take that course
on hearing from Mr. Standish that he could not ascertain the cause of death, because he considered it important for the whole of
the neighbourhood. As there were symptoms of irritant poisoning, he thought they should know what the real cause of death was.
It would be more satisfactory to adjourn the inquiry until they had the evidence of the analyst.

The inquest was then adjourned for a month.”

County Express 15/2/1879

“On Wednesday afternoon last Mr. Hooper, Coroner, resumed the inquest at the BEEHIVE INN, Grangers Lane, Cradley Heath,
on the body of Frederick William Southall, aged seven years, of 7, Copeland Place, Cradley Heath. It will be remembered that
the child was supposed to have been poisoned, and an inquest having been held a month ago, it was adjourned in order that an
examination of the contents of the stomach might be made by Dr. Alfred Hill, of Birmingham. This having been done the latter
attended at the inquiry to report the result of his examination. He stated that he had analysed the whole of the contents of the
child’s stomach and found no trace of poison whatever. He also examined a packet of tea which had been forwarded and found it
pure and genuine.

Dr. Standish stated that the only way he could account for the child’s death was by suppressed scarlet fever, as a child had died in
the same house on the day following from this disease.

A verdict of Death from Natural Causes was then returned.

The Coroner said he wished it to be distinctly understood that no suspicion had ever been laid upon the parents. It was only sus-
pected that the child might, unknown to its parents, have eaten something poisonous, but he considered from the evidence that no
other verdict than death from natural causes could have been returned.”

County Express 6/3/1880 - Advert

“The BEEHIVE INN, Graingers Lane, Cradley Heath.

To Let, the above well-known Old-established Licensed Inn and Premises, advantageously situated in the midst of a large popu-
lation, near the extensive Corngreaves Works and Collieries of the New British Iron Company, in close proximity to other large
works and collieries, and opposite the Theatre Royal, Graingers Lane, Cradley Heath. The House has every convenience for




carrying on a large trade, and includes well-fitted up Liquor Vaults, club room, brewhouse, &c. Opposite the house is a piece of
Land, with piggeries, fowl-pens, quoit bed, large garden, &c. Two clubs, with about 120 members are held at the house, which
has not changed hands for thirty years, and is to let in consequence of the landlady retiring from business. A seven years’ lease
may be had.

Apply to Powell and Brown, Auctioneers, Tipton.”

1881 Census

49, Graingers Lane

[1] Sarah Perks (55), widow, licensed victualler, born Tipton;
[2] James T. Perks (33), son, manager, born Tipton;

[3] Sarah J. Perks (13), grand-daughter, scholar, born Rowley;
[4] Elizabeth Jeff (15), domestic servant, born Tipton:

Birmingham Daily Post 17/8/1882
“Quoits. TALBOT HOTEL, Colley Gate v BEEHIVE, Cradley Heath.

This match was played on Colley Gate ground, on Saturday last.....”
[Colley Gate won 69-50.]

County Advertiser 10/2/1883 - Advert

“Notice! Notice!! Notice!!!

A Permanent Loan and Investment Society will commence at the BEEHIVE INN, on Saturday, the 17" February, 1883.
All Persons wishing to become Members, please apply to J. T Perks, BEEHIVE INN, Graingers Lane, Cradley Heath.
E. Willetts, Secretary.”

Dudley and District News 24/5/1884

“Job Haynes, miner, was charged with being drunk and disorderly and refusing to quit the licensed premises of James Perks, the
BEE HIVE INN, Graingers Lane, Cradley Heath, and further with assaulting PC Tytherleigh, on the 19%.

Owing to the disorderly conduct of the prisoner in the BEE HIVE, and to his having refused to quit, Perkes [sic] sent for Tyther-
leigh. Together they ejected the prisoner, who turned round and kicked the officer on the leg.

Prisoner denied the charges, but was fined 5s and costs or 14 days.”

J. T. Perkes [sic] issued tokens from here.

County Advertiser 10/7/1886

“John Hill and Jesse Preece, both of Cradley Heath, were charged with being disorderly on the premises of Jeremiah Westwood,
and refusing to quit. The landlady said the two men were in the tap room and began quarrelling about the election, and they even-
tually ran out of the house and began fighting in the back yard. Witness then sent for the police and they were parted. Defendants
were each fined 5s and costs.”

County Advertiser 4/9/1886 - Advert

“Rowley Wake!!!

A Fete and Gala will be held in the Old Fields, Cradley Heath, on Rowley Wake Monday and Tuesday, September 13" and 14th,
1886.

A Fat Ox Will Be Roasted and Disposed of on the Grounds.

Grand Promenade Open-Air Concert, by the celebrated Dudley Glee Union (Messrs. E. W. Smith, Alex Smith, G. H. Newns, and
W. H. Smith).

Important Engagement at a great cost of Miss Kate McCoy, one of the greatest Serio-Comics in the world. Expensive Engage-
ment, and First Appearance in this town, of Mr. C. P. Gill, one of the Finest and Neatest Irish Comedians on the stage. The
Renowned Serio-Comic Artistes of the London and Birmingham Concert Halls, will appear in their Side-splitting and Laughable
Entertainments.

Old English Sports and Pastimes, Foot Racing, &c, each day for Valuable Prizes, by Amateurs residing within three miles of Cra-
dley Heath. Entries on the Grounds.

The Cradley Heath Brass and Reed Band will perform Selections of Popular and Operatic Airs. Conductor, Mr. Joseph Mansell.
Fireworks and Scenic Displays, under the superintendence of Professor Heaton, Adams and Co., Birmingham.

Refreshments of first class quality, and at town prices, will be supplied on the grounds by Mr. Jeremiah Westwood, the BEE HIVE,
Cradley Heath.

Admittance 3d each. Tickets may be obtained from Messrs. F. Hingley, the HEATH TAVERN, High Street; J. Westwood, the BEE
HIVE INN, Graingers Lane; H. Hickton, the QUEENS HEAD INN; John Smith, RAILWAY TAVERN, Corngreaves Road; and H.
Heaton, New Town, Cradley Heath.”

County Advertiser 11/9/1886

“Jeremiah Westwood, landlord of the BEE HIVE INN, Cradley Heath, for furiously driving a horse at the Lye on the 2" inst, was
fined 5s and costs.

Thomas Matthews, grocer, Cradley Heath, was charged with furiously riding a horse on the same date and place, and was fined 2s




6d and cots.”

West Bromwich Weekly News 15/10/1887

“Jeremiah Westwood, landlord of the BEEHIVE INN, Graingers Lane, was charged with selling intoxicating liquors during pro-
hibited hours.

PC Wickstead stated that he was instructed to visit defendant’s premises on Sunday morning the 2™ and about 8.30 he saw Samuel
Jones, who looked round, and went to the back door and pulled money out of his pocket. He then went into the house through the
back door. When he came out again he stopped him and asked him what he had got in his pocket, when he replied only a little
rum. He took him back into the house and asked Mrs. Westwood why she had supplied the rum, when she answered that he had
been ill all night. She asked to be forgiven, and said her master would kill her.

PC McHugh corroborated.

Mr. Waldron, who defended, said he did not dispute the facts, but stated that Jones had been dangerously ill and went for some
rum to relieve him. He handed in a medical certificate from Dr. Thompson in confirmation of this.

Mr. Bassano said they did not regard it as a very bad case, and he would only be fined 5s and costs.”

County Advertiser 19/5/1888

“Jeremiah Westwood, publican, Graingers Lane, was charged with assaulting Jesse Weaver, on the 10" inst. Complainant’s case

was that on the day in question he was at the Salvation Army Barracks where a number of boys were making a row by hammer-

ing some buckets. Complainant told them to be quiet, and defendant told them to make the row again. Defendant told his son to
make a row, and complainant struck defendant’s son, though, the complainant said, he struck him with a stick. The complainant
Weaver was charged with assaulting Benjamin Westwood, the son of defendant in the last case. Both cases were dismissed, each
party having to pay his own costs.”

County Express 1/9/1888

“The annual licensing session took place at the Police Court, Old Hill, on Wednesday.....

The names of the following appeared on the black list, and were dealt with as follows.....

Jeremiah Westwood, landlord of the BEE HIVE INN, fined 5s and costs for selling rum. License granted.”

County Advertiser 1/9/1888

“William Dunn, chainmaker, Quarry Bank; Joseph Davis, chainmaker, Cradley Heath; and Walter Garratt, chainmaker, Cradley
Heath, were charged with stealing ten live fowls, one dead fowl, and six bottles of bottled ale, value 33s, the property of Jeremiah
Westwood, BEEHIVE INN, Cradley Heath, on the 20" inst.

Mr. Waldron appeared to prosecute, and said the first charge was that one dead fowl was stolen. The prisoners had been drink-
ing in prosecutor’s house, and afterwards went out into the yard. Here they appeared to be holding a consultation. After a little
time they came into the private kitchen. Prosecutor and his wife were away at the time, and the house was left in charge of Mary
Hardy, prosecutor’s mother-in-law. While in the kitchen they ordered some beer, which was supplied to them. In the kitchen was
a sofa, beneath which was a kind of cupboard, in which was a dressed fowl when Mr. and Mrs. Westwood left the house. While
the prisoners were drinking two women named Billingham and Woodhouse came into the kitchen. Mrs. Woodhouse saw Dunn
pick up what she afterwards saw was the liver of a fowl and throw it on the fire. During the evening Dunn was lying on the sofa.
The only evidence against Garratt was his going out into the yard and being in the conversation. Prisoners left the premises soon
afterwards. The next morning Mrs. Hardy went to the fowl pen to feed the fowl, and then discovered that ten live fowls were
missing. The police were informed of the matter, and Police-sergeant Hayward went to Dunn’s house at Quarry Bank. The prem-
ises were searched, and a roughly dressed fowl and a half one were found. Some feathers were also found at the back of the grate.
The feathers and the fowl were shown to Mr. Westwood, who identified them readily. Police-sergeant Hayward afterwards went
to the prisoner Davis’s house. There he found concealed in a closet upstairs a bottle of Bass’s bitter beer, also two empty bottles
corresponding with the one containing the beer. The bottles were the same as those missed from prosecutor’s store room. On be-
ing charged with stealing the beer, Davis said, ‘Jerry (meaning the prosecutor) gave it me.” Mr. Westwood would say that he never
gave prisoner any bottled beer. Mrs. Hardy would also say that she never sold prisoners any bottled beer, or gave them any.

Mary Hardy, Mr. Westwood’s mother-in-law, gave evidence in keeping with Mr. Waldron’s statement.

Sylvia Billingham, wife of James Billingham, Cradley Heath, and Sarah Woodhouse, Copeland Place, Cradley Heath deposed to
being in prosecutor’s kitchen on the date named, and to seeing what took place as described by Mr. Waldron.

Priscilla Westwood, wife of the prosecutor, deposed to the fowls being all right when she left the house, and to the dressed fowl
being in the cupboard. Prisoners were in the house when she left. The next morning the fowls were missed from the pen, and
Police-sergeant Hayward was informed of the fact.

Jeremiah Westwood, prosecutor, gave similar evidence. He could swear to the fowls.

Police-sergeant Hayward deposed to arresting the prisoners on the 24" inst.

After hearing other evidence the Bench said they could not see any clear evidence against Garratt, and that against the others did
not appear conclusive, and they would, therefore, all be discharged.”

County Express 9/11/1889

“Elijah Reece, ironworker, of Cradley, and Benjamin Billingham, ironworker, of Cradley Heath, were charged at the Old Hill
Police Court, on Wednesday, with committing a breach of the peace by fighting on Saturday last. Jeremiah Westwood, a publican,
of the BEE HIVE INN, Graingers Lane, Cradley Heath, was charged with aiding and abetting in the commission of the offence.
Mr. Hugh Lindsay, excise officer, said that on Saturday, the 2nd inst, he was proceeding along the Cradley Road, towards the




bottom end of Corngreaves Road, to Messrs. Parsons and Cooper’s colliery. When a short distance from the pit he saw a large
number of persons gathered together, and they appeared to be in a very excited state. He stood still for some time for the purpose
of ascertaining the cause of it, and after waiting a little while he saw Westwood and some other men come up to where he was
standing. Westwood, it appeared to him, was trying to ascertain the cause of the commotion, when the two prisoners commenced
to fight. Westwood wiped one of the men’s faces with a handkerchief, and seated him upon his knee. Witness enquired who

the fighting persons were, but no one would give their names. He then left, and after he had proceeded a short distance he met
Police-constable Wynn, and informed him of the matter. They saw Billingham coming from the direction of where the fight had
occurred.

Inspector Walters: How many rounds did the men have? — Witness: As far as I can recollect the men were each down three or
four times on the ground, one after the other. The combatants were without their coats, and before the fray was ended they were in
pants.

Police-constable Wynn said he left a summons at the residence of Billingham, who said he was struck by Reece first, and was
obliged to defend himself. At the time Billingham was quite sober. When he served the summons upon Reece he stated that Bill-
ingham struck him first.

The whole of the defendants were bound over to keep the peace for three months, and were ordered to pay the costs. The costs in
Reece and Billingham’s case amounted to 11s, and in Westwood’s to 18s 10d.”

County Advertiser 14/6/1890

“Jeremiah Westwood, of the BEEHIVE INN, Graingers Lane, was charged with assaulting Samuel Rose on the 8" inst. Com-
plainant said defendant struck him a violent blow on the face as he came out of his mother’s house, he having offered no provoca-
tion whatever. This evidence was corroborated by John Williams, who saw the blow struck, and testified to there being no alterca-
tion before complainant was struck. Defendant admitted striking the blow, but said he struck it in self defence. Complainant and
others had created a great disturbance near his house, and challenged him out to fight. Ann Hadley, a witness called by defendant,
deposed to hearing the row. Defendant struck complainant, although the latter would have struck Westwood if his mother had not
been between them. The Bench said they were afraid defendant was not a peaceful man, and, there being a bad record against
him, he would be fined 30s and costs.”

The Stage 15/8/1890 - Advert
“Miss Maino Donnell, Disengaged. Lead or Special parts.
Address, BEEHIVE HOTEL, Cradley Heath, Staff.”

Birmingham Daily Post 26/3/1891
“Yesterday, at the Old Hill Police Court, Samuel Chatwin, of Cradley Heath, was charged with stealing 23s 6d, which had been

placed in a pint cup, the property of Jeremiah Westwood, landlord of the BEEHIVE INN, Cradley Heath, on the 11" inst. Mr.
Waldron defended.

Louisa Jones said she was the ‘male barman’ at the BEEHIVE INN, and went under the name of Louis St. George. On the night
in question, about eleven o’clock, she was dressed in male attire, and she saw the defendant reach the cup from the shelf and put in
under his apron and walk out. Witness followed him, and found the cup in his possession. Cross-examined, witness said she was
not employed by Mr. Westwood as a singer, but as a male impersonator. John Alfred Hardy and Obadiah Raybould also corrobo-
rated.

For the defence, Mr. Waldron contended that the defendant did not reach the cup down with the intention of stealing it, but for the
purpose of handing it to the barmaid.

The Bench imposed a fine of 20s and costs, or, in default, a month’s imprisonment. The fine and costs amounted to £3 6s.”

1891 Census

49, Graingers Lane — BEEHIVE INN

[1] Jeremiah Westwood (35), publican, licensed, born Rowley;
[2] Priscilla Westwood (34), wife, born Bilston;

[3] Benjamin Westwood (14), son, scholar, born Rowley;

[4] Florence Westwood (10), daughter, scholar, born Rowley;
[5] Amy Westwood (8), daughter, scholar, born Rowley;

[6] Pollie Johns (18), domestic servant, born Rowley;

[7] Minnie Donnell (37), visitor, born Rowley;

[8] Louis St. Johns (24), lodger, barmaid, birthplace unknown:

Jeremiah Westwood was also a brewer.
County Express 25/7/1891

“On Monday the members of court No.4172, Good Samaritan, of the Ancient Order of Foresters, held their annual meeting at Mr.
Westwood’s, BEE HIVE INN, Cradley Heath. Fifty-three sat down to a substantial dinner.....”

County Advertiser 5/9/1891 - Advert
“Friendly Societies’ Procession and Grand Fete and Gala will be held in the Picturesque Haden Hill Grounds (By kind permission
of G. A. H. Haden Best, Esq) on Rowley Wake Monday, September 14", 1891, on behalf of the Guest Hospital, Dudley Dispensa-




ry, and Birmingham Eye Hospital.

Mr. Jos. Darby, the Champion Jumper of the World, is specially engaged, and will beat all previous records.

Football Match — Causeway Green Villa (Holders of the Dudley Charity Cup) v Old Hill Wanderers.

Punch and Judy and other Amusements.

Grand Fireworks Display! Pool On Fire, &c, by Messrs. Brock and Co., London.

The following Bands will be in attendance, and give Selections of Music: Prince of Wales, Blackheath; St. Paul’s, Blackheath;
and the Cradley Heath Brass and Reed Band.

Refreshments will be supplied on the Grounds by Mr. J. Westwood, BEE HIVE INN, Cradley Heath.

Admission — Adults Sixpence, Children Half-price.

Tickets may be had from Messrs W. Bennett, Trinity Schools, and S. Mason, Halesowen Road, Old Hill; Joseph Rock, Cock
Green; Philip Taylor, Springfield; William Beddowes and William Woodhouse, Rowley; Sampson Willetts, Birmingham Road,
William Lewis, Tump Road, Job Cashmore, Hackett Street, and Samuel Harper, Halesowen Street, Blackheath; Richard Roberts,
Dog Lane; Thomas Brookes, Ross; George Hollies, Four Ways; Nehemiah Homer, HOLLY BUSH INN, Cradley Heath; from any
of the Bandmasters, or from the Hon. Sec. Mr. Isaac Cashmore, Powke Lane, Blackheath.

Grounds open at 2pm.”

Birmingham Daily Post 12/12/1891
“Staffordshire Assizes.....

Arthur Arnold (19), labourer, was indicted for burglariously entering the house of Jeremiah Westwood, Cradley Heath, on the 15%
July, and stealing 17s and number of cigars. Mr. R. H. Amphlett prosecuted.

Prosecutor’s public house was entered on the night in question, and the day following prisoner, who lived next door, was found in
possession of a number of florins and half-crowns, and several cigars, which it was alleged belonged to prosecutor. Prisoner had
previously been in prosecutor’s employ, and the day before the robbery was at work in the house.

He was found guilty, and was sentenced to six weeks’ imprisonment, with hard labour.”

Jeremiah Westwood — see also RAILWAY TAVERN, Corngreaves Road, Cradley Heath.
The Era 2/4/1892 - Advert

“Wanted, Lady Pianist. Able to Read at Sight. ‘Warning Light’ Tour.
Maino Donnell, BEE HIVE HOTEL, Cradley Heath.”

The Era 9/4/1892 - Advert
“Wanted, Good Responsible Gents, to complete Cast, ‘Warning Light,” Fit-up Tour. Must be experienced.
Maino Donnell, BEEHIVE HOTEL, Cradley Heath.”

County Advertiser 29/4/1893

“Walter Edward Mealand, landlord of the BEEHIVE INN, Cradley Heath, was charged with permitting drunkenness on his prem-
ises, and, further, with selling ale to a drunken person on the 15" inst. Mr. Oliver Minster, Coventry, defended.

Inspector Bishop, in company with Police-sergeant Newman, said he visited the defendant’s house at about 10pm. In the bar he
saw the landlord and five other men. One of them, Benjamin Parkes, was very drunk, and leaning against the counter, next to the
landlord. As witness went into the room defendant said to Parkes, “‘Now, come, drink up your beer and go,” and upon that witness
saw Parkes take hold of a cup and drink from it. A man named George Mallen, who was standing near, said to witness, ‘He has
had nothing to drink here; he has been drinking wine.” Witness said, ‘I heard the landlord tell him to drink up his beer and go,
and I saw him drink from the cup.” Witness then told the landlord he should not fill men drink when in such a drunken state, and
the landlord said he had only filled a jug of ale for Parkes to take home with him. Parkes then went away with the jug, staggering
as he did so, and spilling some of the ale. The landlord said he did not think he was doing any harm by filling him the ale to take
home.

Mr. Minster, for the defence, said that defendant, when he saw Parkes was drunk, refused to supply him with any drink except the
pint which he wanted to take home. Parkes refused to go, and the landlord tried to put him out. Parkes kept his ground, and said
he would not go until he had had the drink. Mallen then said he could have some of his, which he did. He thought it was a trivial
case, which at most a small fine would meet, and although defendant might be technically wrong he refused to supply him with
drink.

Defendant and the others were called in support of this statement.

The Bench fined defendant 40s and costs in the second case, and ordered him to pay costs in the first, in all £2 18s 6d.

Benjamin Parkes was fined 5s and costs for being drunk on the licensed premises.”

County Advertiser 2/9/1893

“John Perry, chainmaker, Graingers Lane, was fined 10s for being disorderly and refusing to quit the licensed premises of Henry
R. Pollard, of the BEEHIVE. Mr. Cross prosecuted.

A warrant was granted for Jeremiah Westwood, who, it was alleged, had badly assaulted the landlady.”

County Advertiser 7/10/1893
“Jeremiah Westwood, of Cradley Heath, was charged with being disorderly on the licensed premises of Henry Pollard, landlord of
the BEEHIVE INN, and refusing to leave the same, and further with assaulting Elizabeth Pollard, his wife, on the 28" of August.




Mr. Cross (Birmingham) appeared for the prosecution, and Mr. Ward defended.

Mr. Cross said it appeared that some time previous to the date named, defendant held the license of this particular house at Cra-
dley Heath, and had become a nuisance and a source of annoyance to Mr. Pollard. On the date named Mrs. Pollard came back
from Coventry shortly after ten o’clock, and defendant came into the bar and asked for a pint of ale. She declined to fill him any,
saying he had had enough. Defendant, without their permission, then began to drink from some of the customers’ cups, and the
landlady remonstrated with him. The latter also asked him to go, but he refused, and upon his wife coming in and asking him, he
refused her request that he would go home. Defendant then called Mrs. Pollard abominable names, and struck her in the chest.
She thereupon pushed him to protect herself, and he took hold of her by the back of the head, dragged her down by her hair, and
struck her several times. His wife ultimately got him away and home.

Elizabeth Pollard gave evidence in support of this statement.

Cross-examined: She was instructed by the Brewery Company who had the house not to serve defendant when he created a dis-
turbance. Defendant was not drunk, but he had had sufficient. She did not say he was not a gentleman before he struck her.
Re-examined: She had supplied him with drink when he was sober.

Mr. Pollard gave evidence in support of the charge.

Mr. Ward, for the defence, said it was very plain that there was a motive in the case, and much feeling between defendant and
complainant. The latter had been instructed by the Brewery Company not to supply defendant at all, and defendant was asked by
a man in the house to have some of his drink. Defendant did not insult the landlady, was sober and quiet, and when the landlady
said he was not a gentleman, he said she was not a lady. The case had been greatly exaggerated, and he did not strike the landlady.
Mr. Ward called about half a dozen witnesses, who bore out this statement.

Defendant, in answer to Mr. Goodman (magistrates’ clerk) said he did not receive the summons, as he went to Liverpool on Tues-
day (the 28") in the morning.

Inspector Bishop and Police-sergeant Newman deposed to seeing defendant in Cradley Heath on the same night in a drunken
condition.

Defendant was fined 10s and costs in each case, in all £3 12s 6d.”

County Advertiser 9/2/1895

“A petition was filed at the Dudley County Court on Tuesday last on behalf of Jeremiah Westeood, formerly of the BEE HIVE
INN, licensed victualler, but now living in lodgings at the RAILWAY TAVERN, Cradley Heath, out of business. The liabilities are
about £600. Mr. W. Waldron, Brierley Hill, is the debtor’s solicitor.”

London Gazette 15/2/1895

“Jeremiah Westwood, formerly the BEE HIVE INN, Cradley Heath, Staffordshire, afterwards Southalls Lane, Dudley, Worcester-
shire, now residing in lodgings at the RAILWAY TAVERN, Cradley Heath aforesaid, formerly licensed victualler, afterwards fish
and fruit dealer, now out of business.”

Jeremiah Westwood died in 1898 aged 43.

County Advertiser 23/2/1895
“Caleb Raybould, Cokeland Place, for refusing to quit the licensed premises of the BEEHIVE INN, Cradley Heath, on the 13™
inst, was fined 10s.”

Birmingham Daily Post 2/3/1895
“Bankruptcy Proceedings. Re Jeremiah Westwood, licensed victualler.

Yesterday, at the Dudley County Court — before Mr. Kettle — Jeremiah Westwood, formerly of the BEEHIVE INN, Cradley Heath,
afterwards of Southalls Lane, Dudley, and now living in lodgings at the RAILWAY TAVERN, Cradley Heath, came up for his
public examination in bankruptcy. Debtor’s liabilities amounted to £587, and his assets, it was estimated, would produce £64,
leaving a deficiency of £523. Mr. Martin (from the office of Mr. Waldron, Brierley Hill) appeared on behalf of the debtor, who
was examined by the Official Receiver (Mr. E. P. Jobson).

About seventeen years ago debtor commenced business at the RAILWAY TAVERN, Cradley Heath, having previously been in
business at the CROSS INN, OId Hill. The in-going valuation at the RAILWAY TAVERN was £160, of which £70 was advanced
by the debtor’s father. He traded at that house for eight years, and in the meantime he purchased the freehold for £360, of which
£300 was advanced upon mortgage. When the debtor disposed of the premises and business he received £100 from his succes-
sor. This was not sufficient to pay his creditors 20s in the pound, so he used it in part payment of the in-going valuation (£230)

at the BEEHIVE INN, Cradley Heath, then acquired by him. The payment was advanced by a local maltster, with whom was
deposited, as security, a lease of the premises. He traded there about seven years, when a firm of brewers purchased the lease, and
ultimately arranged for the debtor to remain on the premises as their tenant. They also paid him £100. His indebtedness at that
period considerably exceeded his assets, and at the end of two years, also his connection with the brewery company ceased, his
liabilities amounted to about £500. During the latter period of the debtor’s trading at the BEEHIVE INN, he speculated with a
theatrical company for the production of several stage plays. This company was sent on tour for two months to several provincial
towns. The salary and travelling expenses averaged about £32 per week. The debtor did not personally superintend the finances
of the company, being satisfied to leave them in the hands of his son, a youth of fifteen, who reported weekly. This speculation
involved a loss of £250. He admitted that when he embarked on this undertaking he was insolvent. When he left the BEEHIVE,
in March, 1893, his affairs were put into the hands of a solicitor to arrange with his creditors. An arrangement for the acceptance
of a composition was not completed, and debtor was pressed for payment, and compelled to file his petition in bankruptcy. During



a portion of the last two years he had traded as a fishmonger, and his liabilities had been slightly increased. His wife carried on
business as a fishmonger at Dudley. With regard to the theatrical business, he had to pay an agent 25s a week and his travelling
expenses, and the first week he made 12s 6d profit, but the next week he lost £13. He came from Canada seventeen years ago, and
during most of the time since he had been in difficulties. Debtor was allowed to pass.”

County Advertiser 11/5/1895

“Stourbridge County Court. Wednesday. Before Sir Richard Harington, Bart, Judge.

Westwood v Homer. This was an action brought by Benjamin Westwood, licensed victualler, of Cradley Heath, against Mr.
Thomas Homer, Solicitor, of Brierley Hill, to recover the sum of £50, which had been paid to defendant for the purpose of ar-
ranging a composition. Mr. Kettle (instructed by Mr. Waldron) appeared for the plaintiff, and the defendant was not represented,
neither did he appear.

It was stated that in 1893, the plaintiff’s son, who was then occupying the BEEHIVE INN, at Cradley Heath, got into financial
difficulties, and consulted defendant on the matter. A meeting of creditors was held, when they decided to accept a composition
of 4s in the pound. Defendant had at that time £64 in hand, the moneys of Mr. J. Westwood, and the plaintiff advanced the £50 to
Mr. Homer on the understanding that the composition should be arranged with the whole of the creditors. That this composition
should be made was laid down by plaintiff on a special condition of the advance of the £50 to make up £114; and if Mr. Homer
failed to secure the acceptance of the composition he was to return the money. The money was advanced by plaintiff on May
15%, 1893, but no composition had been made. The present action to recover the £50 referred to had been adjourned twice at the
defendant’s request. On the preceding day Mr. Waldron received from the defendant a cheque, which he did not think fit to accept,
and that morning Mr. Waldron received a letter from defendant stating that he would be at the court with the cash, but he had not
appeared. Mr. Waldron was called and gave evidence in keeping with counsel’s statement, and His Honour gave a verdict for

plaintiff for the amount claimed.”
[Benjamin Westwood — see WIZARD AND GLASS.]

In May 1896 Henry Rollings Pollard, landlord of the BEEHIVE INN, Cradley Heath, was defrauded out of 10s by George Wilson,
a photographic canvasser.

County Express 16/1/1897

“Thomas Baker, chainmaker, Cradley Heath, was charged with being disorderly on the licensed premises of Henry Rawlings Pol-
lard, the BEEHIVE INN, Cradley Heath, on July 24,1896, also with assaulting Mr. Pollard, and with doing damage to the value
of 7s 6d.

Complainant stated that on July 24" prisoner entered his house, and after singing a song commenced a bother with the customers.
He ordered Baker out, but as he refused, witness put his hand on prisoner. Prisoner seized a cup and threw it at witness. It cut his
arm severely, and a doctor put in two stitches. He destroyed a number of articles.

Prisoner said he supposed he might as well plead guilty. He hoped the Bench would send him to ‘another world.” He had so many
enemies round here that he could do nothing right.

Mr. Bassano said prisoner had been in gaol month after month, and he had nearly a whole page of convictions against him. He
appeared to be of no use on earth at all. For refusing to quit he would be fined 10s and costs, or 14 days; for the assault one month
with hard labour, and also to pay the doctor’s bill, and 6s costs, and 7s damage, or seven days.”

Henry Rawlings Pollard — see also FOUNTAIN, Pensnett.

County Express 24/4/1897
“A meeting of the small anchor-smiths section of the Amalgamated Anchor-Smiths and Shackle-Makers’ Association, was held at
the BEEHIVE INN, Graingers Lane, on Wednesday morning, to consider the question of asking for an advance.....”

1901 Census

49, Graingers Lane — BEEHIVE INN

[1] Alfred Price (41), publican, born Cradley;

[2] Ellen Price (45), wife, born Cradley;

[3] Sarah E. Price (18), daughter, dressmaker, born Cradley Heath;

[4] Alfred H. Price (16), son, machine minder (fitting shop), born Cradley Heath;
[5] Fred Price (12), son, born Cradley Heath;

[6] Jane E. Price (7), daughter, born Cradley Heath:

County Express 27/7/1901

“On Monday Mr. A. H. Pearson (coroner) held an inquest at the BEEHIVE INN, Cradley Heath, on the body of Mark Billingham
(15), furnace labourer, 61, Beehive Street, Cradley Heath. Evidence was given by Ann Maria Billingham (deceased’s mother), Se-
lina Jeavons (a neighbour), Police-sergeant Pitcher, and Dr. de Denne. From this it appeared deceased had for some years suffered
with pains in his head and ears, but had not been medically attended. He was taken ill on Friday, became worse on Saturday, and
died on Sunday. Dr. de Denne was called after death, and stated there was an abscess on the brain. A verdict of Natural Causes
was returned.”

John Pillow = John Pellow



John Pillow — see also FIVE WAYS.

County Express 12/9/1908
“Friendly Societies’ Parade. On Wednesday evening the committee of the above met at the PLOUGH AND HARROW INN, Mr.
W. Coley presiding over a large attendance. The following was a complete list of those boxes which contained amounts of 1s and

upwards.....
Mr. R. Botfield, BEEHIVE INN, 1s.”

County Express 10/7/1909

“At a meeting of the Cradley Heath Friendly Societies’ Parade Committee, at the BEEHIVE INN, Corngreaves Road, on Tuesday
evening, there were present Messrs. W. Coley (chairman), T. Wilkes, F. Chapman, J. Dearns, A. Poole, Botfield, Furguson, Stonely,
and S. H. Woodhouse (secretary).

The Secretary announced that the Rev. Jos. Pearce had written to the vicar (the Rev. R. E. Walker) asking him to take part in the
service at Graingers Lane Primitive Methodist Chapel, on parade Sunday. The vicar replied as follows: ‘The Vicarage, July 3%.
Dear Sir, Thank you for your letter of this morning. Am sorry not able to accede to your request.....”

1911 Census

49, Graingers Lane — BEEHIVE INN

[1] Robert William Botfield (30), publican, born Chelmarsh, Shropshire;

[2] Phoebe Ann Botfield (32), wife, married 11 years, assisting in the business, born Netherton;
[3] William Botfield (10), son, school, born Netherton;

[4] Bert Botfield (8), son, school, born Netherton;

[5] George Henry Botfield (7 months), son, born Cradley Heath;

[6] Susannah Haynes (14), domestic servant, born Cradley Heath:

Robert William Botfield — see also ANCHOR and BELL, Cradley Heath, and BLUE BALL, Old Hill.

County Express 3/6/1911

“Old Cradley Heath. Chat with Mr. Thomas Hingley Parsons, sexton at St. Luke’s Church for Forty Years.....

Though in his 81% year, Mr. Parsons is wonderfully virile and active, the keenness of his intellect and memory is unabated, and he
willingly discoursed upon the Cradley Heath of his younger days.....

In those days, he added, the inhabitants of the district were not quarter so many as they are now, and the only public houses were
the HOLLY BUSH, High Street; Bannister’s Newtown; ‘Benny Fiddler’s’; SALUTATION, Lomey Town; BEEHIVE, Graingers
Lane; and QUEENS HEAD, Corngreaves Road.”

Edgar Randall = Edgar Randle

Birmingham Daily Post 5/2/1914
“The licensing sessions for the Old Hill Petty Sessional Division were held yesterday.....

Superintendent Johnson objected to the renewal of the licenses of ..... the BEEHIVE, Cradley Heath, on the ground of previous
convictions.
The Bench decided to renew both licenses, but cautioned the license holders as to the future conduct of the houses.”

Dudley Chronicle 16/1/1915
“At Old Hill Police Court, on Wednesday, the license of the BEEHIVE INN, Cradley Heath, was transferred from the Executors of
Edgar Randall to Joseph Boswell.”

Birmingham Daily Gazette 25/8/1921
“On the ground that the out-going tenant denied that the signature on a certain document was his, the Old Hill magistrates had no

alternative but to refuse to grant an interim authority to Harold Harbach in respect of the BEEHIVE INN, Graingers Lane, Crad-
ley Heath.

Joseph Boswell, who is at present in possession of the house, said he did not think the company should put another man in until
the transfer was finally made. He had not been able to find anywhere else to live, and there were six in the family.

Mr. Thomas H. Smith, manager of the Wolverhampton and Dudley Breweries Ltd., the owners of the house, said even if Boswell
denied the signature or refused to sign, it would not make any difference, because according to his agreement with the firm the
latter could fill in any forms which the tenant objected to sign.

The magistrates’ clerk (Mr. T. Cooksey) said the interim authority could not be granted, and a new application, properly signed,
would have to be submitted.

The magistrates adjourned the case for a week and Mr. Smith said he would therefore close the house for that period.”

Harold Harbach was also a shopkeeper of 48, Graingers Lane. [/924]

Dudley Chronicle 16/2/1928




“Annual Licensing Sessions for Rowley Regis.....

They had all the applications for renewals before them, and they had given consideration to them with a view to reducing their
number. They had decided to defer until the adjourned licensing day the licenses of.....

BEEHIVE, Cradley Heath, on the ground of redundancy.”

Dudley Chronicle 15/3/1928

“The adjourned annual Licensing Meeting was held at Old Hill Police Court last week.....

With regard to six licenses, adjourned at the annual Licensing Sessions for further consideration on the grounds of redundancy, the
chairman said they had decided to renew the licenses of three of them ..... BEEHIVE, Cradley Heath.”

It was referred to the Compensation Authority on 6™ May 1929, on the grounds of redundancy.
The license was renewed.

Staffordshire Advertiser 29/6/1929

“The Licensing (Consolidation) Act, 1910. Notice of Principal Meeting. County of Stafford.

Notice is Hereby Given, that the Principal Meeting to be held pursuant to the Licensing Rules, 1910, by the Compensation Author-
ity for the above Area, will be held at the Shire Hall, Stafford, on Tuesday, the 30" day of July, 1929, at 11 o’clock am.

And Notice Is Hereby Also Given, that the Compensation Authority will at the Meeting be prepared to hear, with reference to the
Renewal of the Licenses of the several Premises specified in the subjoined list, all those Persons to whom under the Licensing
(Consolidation) Act, 1910, they are bound to give an opportunity of being heard.....

List of Licensed Premises.....

BEEHIVE INN, Cradley Heath. Alehouse. Licensee, Frederick N. Raybould.”

Staffordshire Advertiser 3/8/1929

“County Licensing.

Eleven licensed premises, mostly in the South Staffordshire area, were scheduled at the Principal Meeting of the County Licensing
Compensation Authority held at the Shirehall Stafford.....

Application for renewal of the BEEHIVE INN, an alehouse at Cradley Heath was made by Mr. W. H. Thompson (Dudley). In-
spector Hall considered the house was unnecessary and that there were too many licensed houses in the area. He admitted that
quite a fair trade was being done compared with other licensed houses in the locality.

On behalf of the owners, it was stated that plans had been submitted to the local justices to improve the house, and particularly
the living accommodation, by the acquisition of two cottages. The house, which was near a large chain works, had done a steady
trade of five barrels of beer a week, apart from wines and spirits and bottled goods, for the last five years. It was estimated that,
based on the past three years’ trade, the sum of £4,000 would be required to compensate the owners for the loss of the license.
The committee decided to renew the license.”

Rachel Cunningham married an Ernest Garratt.

1939 Register
49, Graingers Lane

[1] Ernest C. Garratt, date of birth 21/1/1884, warehouse foreman, married;
[2] Rachel Garratt, dob 11/8/1890, licencee, married,

[3] Joan (Cunningham) Willmott, dob 13/2/1930, at school, single:

The license was removed to the BRICKHOUSE.

It closed on 21t November 1956.

BEEHIVE

113, High Street, (Garratts Lane) / Elbow Street, OLD HILL

OWNERS

Thomas Darby and Sons [1898], [1918]

LICENSEES

Thomas Darby [1881]—[1882]
Henry Cole (1892 —1897);



Josiah Weston (1897 — [1898]

Henry ‘Harry’ Letts (1898 — [ ]
George Edmund Miles /71900] —1903);
Noah Windsor (1903);

Edwin Arthur Barnett (1903 — 1904);
David Jeavons (1904 — 1906);

John Mansell (1906 — 1907);
William James Newman (1907 —[ ]
Samuel Siviter (1908 — 1909);
George Henry Siviter (1909 —[ ]
Abel Siviter [1910] —1918):

NOTES
It had a beerhouse license.

West Bromwich Weekly News 24/9/1881

“Thomas Darby, landlord of the BEEHIVE, Elbow Street, was charged with permitting drunkenness on the 3 inst.

PCs Rowlands and Rowe visited defendant’s house at 7.45 on the evening in question, and found a man named Green sitting in
the room asleep and drunk. Defendant’s wife was behind the counter, and she told them that the man had been told to go a dozen
times, but would not. The defence was that the man went to the house early in the evening. He was then sober and was supplied
with ale. He then left, professedly with the intention of getting something to eat. In about half an hour he came in again, when it
was noticed that he was drunk, and was refused ale. He was also told to leave but refused.

Several witnesses bore out the above statement.

Fined 40s and costs.

Mr. Bassano said the license would not be endorsed, in consideration of the man not being supplied with ale the second time.”

Dudley and District News 1/10/1881

“William Green was charged with being drunk in the BEEHIVE beerhouse on the 3" inst. PC Rowe stated the case.

Prisoner: Well, I think it was quite excusable in my case. I only went to have a drop after getting through with my day’s business,
and if [ was a little the worse after it, I didn’t annoy anyone.

Witness: His daughter was sent for to take him home.

Fined 5s including costs, or 7 days.”

Dudley and District News 2/9/1882

“Old Hill annual Brewster Sessions were held at the Police Court on Wednesday.....

The following is the black list, and in each of the cases the licenses were suspended till the adjourned licensing meeting ..... Beer-
house Keepers.....

Thomas Darby, BEEHIVE, Elbow Street, Old Hill, permitting drunkenness, fined 40s and costs.”

Dudley and District News 30/9/1882

“This being the Old Hill adjourned licensing sessions the Bench granted a renewal of the licenses which were suspended at the last
annual general sessions. The Chairman stated that the magistrates had very carefully considered each case, and they had decided
to renew the licenses on the understanding that some assurance was given on the part of each defaulter, that their respective houses
should be better conducted in the future. The Bench were determined that the law should be enforced, and if the defendants were
guilty of any further offence against the Licensing Laws they would be severely punished and their licenses forfeited. The Chair-
man added that Henry Heath, who was convicted for selling ale during prohibited hours on Sunday, was now taking out a six days’
license instead of a seven days’, and his license was renewed on that condition; and if any of the others wished to have six days’
licenses the Bench would be pleased to grant them.”

County Advertiser 27/8/1892

“The annual Brewster Sessions for the Rowley Regis Petty Sessional Division, were held at Old Hill Police Court on Wednes-
day.....

Inspector Bishop objected to the renewal of the license to Henry Cole, of the BEEHIVE, High Street, Old Hill, on the ground
of the house not being structurally adapted for a beerhouse. On the application of Mr. Waldron, the application for renewal was
adjourned till the adjourned licensing day for the necessary alterations to the premises to be made.”

County Advertiser 5/9/1896

“On Wednesday evening the employés and licensed tenants of Mr. Thomas Darby, corn merchant and brewer, responded to an
invitation they had received to dine at Mr. Henry Cole’s house, the BEEHIVE INN, in honour of the celebration of the marriage of
Miss Annie E. Darby (Mr. Darby’s eldest daughter) to Dr. Tibbetts, of Cradley Heath. Thirty-two employés sat down, and about
forty friends were subsequently entertained.....”




County Express 10/4/1897 - Advert
“To Let, a Pasture Field, near the Cross, Old Hill.
Apply, Mr. Henry Cole, BEEHIVE INN, Old Hill.”

Josiah Weston = Josiah Westwood

County Advertiser 2/10/1897

“The adjourned licensing sessions for Rowley Regis Petty Sessional Division was held on Wednesday at the Police Court, Old
Hill, before Messrs. W. Bassano, J. Walker, and G. Green.....

Henry Cole applied for the transfer of the license of the CROSS INN, Old Hill, from Mr. McWhirter to himself.

Inspector Given said the house was badly conducted. Applicant had formerly kept the house, and was fined £5 and costs for an
offence against the licensing laws. Since 1892 applicant had kept the BEEHIVE INN, and had conducted that house very satis-
factorily, there being no complaint whatever against him. If the Bench granted the application he hoped Mr. Cole would give an
undertaking that the house should be properly conducted. The Bench granted the application, applicant giving the required under-
taking that he would not have any inducements connected with the house.

An interim authority in respect to the BEEHIVE INN was granted to Josiah Westwood, there being no objection on the part of the
police.”

Dudley Herald 19/3/1898

“At the Police Court on Wednesday, Mr. Waldron made an application, on behalf of Henry Letts, for a temporary permit to enter
into possession of the BEEHIVE INN, Garratts Lane, Old Hill. He said that the applicant, at the termination of his apprenticeship
at Halesowen, went to the BEECH TREE INN, at Blackheath, and kept that place for 10 years without any complaint on the part
of the police. He subsequently became tenant of the FIVE WAYS INN, Stourbridge, under the North Worcestershire Brewery
Company, and while there was convicted for permitting drunkenness. He contended that one offence ought not to prevent a man
for ever managing a public house, and he hoped they would allow him to rehabilitate himself and again hold a license.

The Bench granted the application, saying that Letts, who had suffered for the conviction, must be careful in future.”

Dudley Herald 2/4/1898
“The following deed of arrangement has been gazetted: Josiah Weston, the BEEHIVE INN, Old Hill, publican. Trustee, Eli H.
Boilstone, Old Hill, auctioneer. Unsecured liabilities, £537 S5s; estimated net assets, £130.”

County Advertiser 3/9/1898 - Notice

“To the Overseers of the Poor of the Parish or Township of Rowley Regis, in the County of Stafford, and to the Superintendent of
Police of the District in which the House hereinafter mentioned is situate, and to all whom it may concern.

I, Harry Letts, Beerhouse Keeper, now residing at High Street, Old Hill, in the Parish or Township of Rowley Regis, in the County
of Stafford, Do Hereby Give Notice, that it is my intention to Apply, at the Adjourned General Annual Licensing Meeting for

the Division of Rowley Regis, to be holden at the Public Office, at Old Hill, in the said County, on Wednesday, the 28th day of
September, 1898, for the grant of a Certificate authorising me to Apply for and Hold an Excise License for the Sale, by retail, at

a House and Premises known as the BEEHIVE INN, and situate at High Street, Old Hill, in the Parish or Township of Rowley
Regis, aforesaid, of Wine to be Consumed either on or off Premises, in pursuance of the Act 23 Vict, ¢.27, 5.7 and 8, and Acts
amending the same, of which said Premises Thomas Darby, of Old Hill, aforesaid, is the Owner, and the same are of the annual
value and are otherwise qualified as required by law, and are now in my own occupation.

Given under my hand this 25th day of August, 1898.

Henry Letts.

Witness, David Wall, Clerk with Mr. J. W. Clulow, Solicitor, Brierley Hill.”

Dudley Herald 24/9/1898

“Henry Howell was charged (1) with assaulting Emily Letts, wife of Harry Letts, landlord of the BEEHIVE INN, Old Hill, (2)
with refusing to quit licensed premises, (3) with being drunk and disorderly in the highway, (4) with doing wilful damage to prop-
erty belonging to Emily Letts. Mr. Tinsley, Dudley, defended.

Mrs. Letts said that on the 11" inst defendant came to her husband’s house and asked for a bottle of soda water. He was very
drunk so she refused to serve him. He then said that he should demand a drink and immediately jumped the counter and struck
her in the face. Her husband, who had been outside, at this period came in and defendant asked to be served with a drink. Mr.
Letts also refused to serve him and ordered him to leave the house. He refused, however, and some men endeavoured to prevent
him from striking her again. He then left the bar-room and went into the smoke-room and soon afterwards she heard a crash, and
subsequently found that a pane in the smoke-room door and a drinking glass had been broken. She estimated the damage at about
2s 6d.

Henry Letts, corroborated.

Samuel Hughes said he saw the defendant leap the counter and demand a drink, and when refused, saw him strike Mrs. Letts.
Other evidence was given in support of these charges.

PC Beech said that on the 10" inst about 9.45 he saw the defendant drunk and heard him making use of very bad language. He
was bleeding from the face and there was a mark on his forehead.

Mr. Tinsley, for the defence, said unfortunately he should have to ask the Bench to rely on the defendant’s statements, as he had
no witness. He submitted that the damage was not proved, as there was no one who actually saw defendant break the glass. He




also submitted that defendant jumped over the counter to escape the taunts of some men who were in the bar-room, and contended
that Mrs. Letts might have been knocked in the struggle which took place when the man was ejected. He could scarcely combat
the charge of refusing to quit, but he suggested that there was undue violence used in ejecting the man, and this would perhaps
account for his state of mind when seen by PC Beech.

The Bench fined defendant 20s and costs for the assault, 10s and costs for refusing to quit, the costs and 2s damage for malicious
injury, and 10s for being drunk and disorderly.”

County Advertiser 1/10/1898

“The adjourned licensing sessions for the Rowley petty sessional division were held on Wednesday.....

Mr. J. W. Clulow applied, on behalf of Mr. Harry Letts, landlord of the BEEHIVE INN, Garratts Lane, Old Hill, for a wine
license. The house was mostly used for the accommodation of travellers, and was eminently adapted for the purposes of a wine
license. Applicant provided dinners daily, and there was no other house in the immediate locality. The rental was £25 a year.
Mr. Harry Letts was called, and gave evidence.

Mr. B. Shakespeare said he had just received instructions to oppose the granting of the license on behalf of Mr. Sidaway, a li-
censed victualler in Garratts Lane.

In cross-examination witness said he had occupied the house six months. His was the only house that supplied refreshments in
that street. He did not know how far away the DUKE WILLIAM was. It was a full-licensed house. He knew the KINGS HEAD
INN, and that was a full-licensed house.

The Bench said they should not grant the application.”

Birmingham Daily Post 2/1/1900
“General (good) Wanted, at once.

Address, Mrs. Letts, BEEHIVE, High Street, Old Hill, Staffordshire.”
Henry ‘Harry’ Letts — see also BEECH TREE, Gorsty Hill Road, Blackheath and FIVE WAYS, Cradley Heath.
George Edmund Miles = George Edmund Mills

County Express 1/9/1900

“To the Overseers of the Poor of the Parish of Rowley Regis, in the County of Stafford, and to the Superintendent of Police of the
District in which the House hereinafter mentioned is situate, and to all whom it may concern.

I, George Edmund Miles, Beerhouse Keeper, now residing at Garratts Lane, Old Hill, in the parish of Rowley Regis, in the County
of Stafford, Do Hereby, Give Notice that it is my Intention to Apply at the Adjourned General Annual Licensing Meeting for

the Division of Rowley Regis, to be Holden at the Public Office at Old Hill, in the said County, on Wednesday, the 26™ day of
September, 1900, for the Grant of a License or Certificate authorising me to Apply for and Hold an Excise License for the Sale

by Retail at a House and Premises known as the BEEHIVE, situate at Garratts Lane and Elbow Street, Old Hill, in the Parish of
Rowley Regis, aforesaid, of Wine, to be consumed on or off the Premises, in pursuance of the Act 23 Victoria, cap.27, Sections 7
and 8, and Acts amending the same, of which said Premises Thomas Darby is the owner, and the same are of annual value and are
otherwise qualified as required by Law, and are now in my own occupation.

Given under my hand this 31* day of August, 1900.

Thomas Darby.”

County Express 29/9/1900

“Adjourned Licensing Sessions.....

George Edmund Miles, of the BEEHIVE INN, Garratts Lane, Old Hill, applied for a wine ‘off” and ‘on’ license. Mr. Green
supported the application, and Mr. Shakespeare, jun, opposed. It was stated the house was owned by Mr. Thomas Darby, and the
application was for a license to sell wine to be consumed on or off the premises. The applicant stated his house was practical-

ly the only house in Old Hill where dinners were provided, and he was frequently asked for wine to be drunk with the dinners.
Cross-examined: He had not had time to file certificates of character. There must have been some mistake that Thomas Darby
should have signed his application. There were three or four full licensed houses within 40 yards of the applicant’s house, where
people could get wine if they wanted it. He had been cautioned about giving sweets on the Sunday to children. He was not aware
that the magistrates disapproved of that, and he did not think he would get more trade by it. The application was refused, the
Bench saying there were already too great facilities for drinking, without making them greater.”

1901 Census

Garratts Lane

[1] George E. Miles (30), married, publican, born York;

[2] Nancy A. Windsor (16), servant, iron chainmaker, born Rowley Regis;
[3] Annie L. Allport (18), domestic servant, born Rowley Regis:

County Express 22/11/1902

“A charge against George Edmond Miles, landlord of the BEEHIVE INN, Garratt’s Lane, Old Hill, of obtaining £2 4s 1d, the
money of George Frederick Priest, of Cradley Road, Netherton, was withdrawn with the consent of the Bench. From the evi-
dence it seemed that Miles was the president and treasurer of the Old Hill Brass and Reed Band, and made himself responsible




to Messrs. Mallett, Porter, and O’Dowd Ltd., clothiers, of London, for a sum of about £44 for the supply of uniforms. In August
Priest paid the defendant £2 4s 1d for his uniform, and he had received other sums from other bandsmen. Since paying the defen-
dant, Priest had received a demand from Messrs. Mallett, Porter, and O’Dowd for £2 4s 1d, the cost of the uniform.

Mr. Ward, on behalf of his client, said no criminal charge could be sustained against him. Unfortunately the defendant had made
himself responsible for the payment of £44, and was retaining Priest’s £2 4s 1d and the instalments until he had the full sum be-
fore forwarding it to Messrs. Mallett, Porter, and O’Dowd. He was willing at any time to refund the money, as he had no desire to
do that which was wrong.

The defendant produced the money in Court, and the Bench allowed the case to be withdrawn.”

County Advertiser 14/3/1903

“On Wednesday the adjourned licensing sessions for the Rowley Regis Petty Sessional Division were held at the Police Court, Old
Hill.....

In respect of the transfer of the BEEHIVE INN, Garratts Lane, Old Hill, to Noah Windsor, it was pointed out that the out-going
tenant, Geo. Miles, was not present. The Bench eventually granted the transfer, but Sir Benjamin Hingley intimated that would
not act as a precedent. It must be understood that in all similar applications the out-going tenant must be present on the transfer
day. No one would be excused in future.”

Tipton Herald 15/8/1903

“Noah Windsor, landlord of the BEE HIVE INN, Elbow Street, was charged with permitting drunkenness, and also with supplying
drink to a drunken person.

Mr. J. Walter Clulow (Brierley Hill) prosecuted, and in opening the case stated that PC Smith, on the 30" July, was standing
outside the defendant’s premises. There were three steps in front of the house and also a rail. While the officer was standing there
he saw a man named William Skitt leave the premises in a very drunken condition. He staggered down the steps, and supported
himself by the rail. He then turned the corner as best he could, and went his way home in Waggon Street, which was near to the
defendant’s premises. The landlord was at the time looking through the window facing Elbow Street, and the police officer called
his attention to the condition of the man. Being near his own home the officer did not speak to the man, but watched him home.
He then returned to the public house, where he first saw the landlady, who was assisting in the bar. She sent for her husband, on
whose arrival a conversation took place between him and the officer. The officer said, ‘This man’s drunk,’ to which Mr. Windsor
replied, ‘He’s only had one or two pints here. He’s been in about twenty minutes. I was not aware that he was that drunk.” There
were two jugs on the table in the bar, one of which contained beer which belonged to a man named Johnson, who was in the place,
and the other one was empty, which the police said was used by the drunken man, Skitt. Inspector Hodgkinson saw the defendant
later in the day, and defendant, in answer to a question, said that Skitt had one or two pints in the house. He had been in about 20
minutes.

PC Smith and Inspector Hodgkinson were called, and bore out these statements.

The defendant said that the man, in his opinion, was perfectly sober when he came into his premises. He called William Johnson,
who was in the house at the time.

Johnson stated that he went, in company with Skitt, into the house at about three o’clock, and Skitt went home about quarter to
four. During that time they only had two pints of ale between them.

The Bench imposed a fine of £3 and costs for permitting drunkenness, and pay the costs in the other case — in all £5 19s 6d.”

County Advertiser 13/2/1904

“The annual licensing sessions for the Old Hill Petty Sessional Division were held on Wednesday, at the Police Court.....

The Black List. Superintendent Johnson stated that he had given notice to oppose the renewal of the following licenses, on
grounds of a conviction against the house.....

BEEHIVE INN, Garratts Lane, Old Hill, kept by Edwin Arthur Barnett.....

Mr. Green supported the application for the renewal of the license of the BEE HIVE INN, Old Hill, to Edwin Arthur Barnett. He
pointed out that when the previous tenant was convicted Mr. Barnett was put in the house, and he had since kept it without com-
plaint. The renewal was granted.”

County Advertiser 16/4/1904

“Edwin Arthur Barnett, landlord of the BEEHIVE INN, Garratts Lane, Old Hill, was charged with permitting gaming on his prem-
ises on the 12™ and 19" ults.

Mr. J. W. Clulow, who prosecuted, said that defendant had permitted the harmless amusement of air-gun shooting to be converted
into an offence against the law. On the night of the 12 ult, Police-constable Haynes, of Smethwick, and a man named Daniel
Williams, who were dressed as labourers, visited defendant’s house, and saw two men shooting at the range for beer and pellets.
On the 15" ult the officer, accompanied by Williams, again visited the house, but on this occasion no shooting took place. The
landlord, however, gave them an invitation to attend on the 19" ult, when a competition was announced to take place for a bottle
of rum. Haynes and Williams responded to the landlord’s invitation, and took part in the competition. Eighteen persons entered
the competition, and they each paid a penny. The landlord lost 2s 6d on the competition, so that there must be profit on the shoot-
ing. There was no intention on the part of the police to interfere with harmless amusements, but he regretted to say that in some
districts this air-gun shooting had degenerated into a complete gamble. It was, therefore, in the interests of the publicans that the
police should make some attempts to check it.

Evidence in support of this statement was given by Police-constable Haynes and the man Williams.

Mr. G. Green, who defended, submitted that a licensed victualler was entitled if he thought fit to put up any prize for competition,




and that there was no offence against the law. He further contended that there was no reliable evidence against his client that he
had any knowledge of the shooting for ale.
The Bench imposed a fine of £5 and costs in each case, the total amount being £15 11s.”

County Advertiser 20/8/1904

“The licenses of the following public houses were transferred.....

BEEHIVE INN, Old Hill, from Edward Arthur Barnett to David Jeavons.....

In connection with the transfer of the BEEHIVE INN, Old Hill, Mr. A. H. Bassano pointed out that the previous tenant was
convicted some time ago for permitting gaming upon his premises. There was a cloud hanging over the house, and it behoved the
applicant to be careful how he conducted it. The case would be considered at the Licensing Sessions.”

County Advertiser 10/12/1904

“Mr. W. H.. Thompson made an application for the transfer of the PRINCE OF WALES INN, Wrights Lane, Old Hill, from John
Bushby to Edwin Arthur Barnett. He explained that the applicant formerly held the license of the BEEHIVE INN, Old Hill, but
on the 13" of April last was fined £5 and costs upon two charges of permitting gambling upon the premises. Mr. Barnett held an
air-gun shooting club upon the premises, and the gambling consisted of shooting for beer. Applicant had held licenses in various
parts of the Midlands for twenty years, and he urged them to give him another chance. Mr. Thompson produced a number of
testimonials, and read one from Superintendent Hodkinson, of the Stone Division, who was inspector in charge of the Old Hill
Division at the time of the conviction, to the effect that having regard to his previous good character, he thought the Bench would
grant him the license.

The Bench, after a short deliberation, decided to grant the application.

Mr. A. H. Bassano (presiding magistrate) said the Bench were greatly surprised at the action of Superintendent Hodkinson. Super-
intendent Johnson said it was quite unusual and altogether contrary to the rules and regulations of the police force. An application
was made for the return of the testimonial, but it was stated that the Bench wished to deal with the matter themselves.”

County Advertiser 11/2/1905

“The annual licensing sessions for the Rowley Regis Petty Sessional Division were held on Wednesday.....

Superintendent Johnson presented his annual report.....

During the twelve months ended January last, three licensed victuallers and two beerhouse keepers had been proceeded against
and convicted for offences against the Licensing Acts. One beerhouse keeper had also been convicted for using obscene language
in his own house. The whole of the licenses (except the one for using bad language) have since been transferred. Since the trans-
fer each house has been conducted satisfactorily.....

The following is a list of the licenses objected to by Superintendent Johnson.....

David Jeavons, BEEHIVE INN, Old Hill, fined £5 and costs in two cases on the 13" of April, 1904, for permitting gaming.....
The justices then proceeded to hear the objections to the renewal of the licenses on the ‘black list’. These were all granted, the
chairman administering a caution to each applicant.”

[The offence relates to the previous licensee.]

Tipton Herald 23/1/1909

“The license of the BEEHIVE INN, Old Hill, was on Wednesday transferred from Samuel Siviter to George Henry Siviter.
Applicant was questioned with reference to the license granted the grocer’s shop next door. Asked by the superintendent, appli-
cant said his father was going to live with him and assist in the management.

Mr. W. H. Thompson, who appeared for Mr. Darby, the owner, pointed out that there was no communication between the grocery
premises and the beerhouse.

It was stated that if the application were granted applicant would hold two licenses, but Mr. Thompson suggested that the grocery
license could be transferred to the father.

The interim authority was granted, the application to be further dealt with at the licensing sessions.”

Abel Siviter = Abel Suiter

Staffordshire Advertiser 19/6/1909

“The principal meeting of the Staffordshire County Compensation Authority, adjourned from the 11" inst.....

The decision of the local licensing magistrates to refuse the renewal of the FOX HUNT alehouse, Old Hill, tenant, Arthur E. Jew,
was opposed.....

Police Inspector John R. Needham ..... admitted that the FOX HUNT did a good trade. Mr. Waldron made a formal application
for the renewal of the licence, and Mr. Milward called Mr. A. W. Dando, auctioneer and valuer, who said that there were other
beerhouses — the VINE and the BEEHIVE — in the locality, which were much inferior to the FOX HUNT.....”

County Express 12/2/1910

“On Wednesday the annual general licensing sessions for the Old Hill petty sessional division were held at the Police Office.....
Supt. Johnson read his annual report, which stated that the number of licenses for renewal in the division was 152.....

The Chairman said ... Last year the Bench gave a very strong pronouncement as to their wishes about the distribution of free
bread and cheese and about the use of music in public houses, as a means of attracting customers. The Bench would like to know
how far those wishes had been complied with. Supt. Johnson replied that so far as he knew they had been complied with in every




direction. He had received no complaints about it.....
Mr. Williams applied for the renewal of the license of the BEEHIVE INN, High Street, Old Hill, to Abel Siviter, who had been
previously convicted. The Bench renewed the license.”

1911 Census

113, High Street

[1] Abel Siviter (48), publican, born Rowley Regis;

[2] Louisa Jane Siviter (50), wife, married 28 years, born Rowley Regis;
[3] Ethel May Siviter (20), daughter, grocer’s assistant, born Rowley Regis:

Dundee Courier 6/1/1914 - Advert

“Fingers Began To Itch And Burn.

Trouble began like blisters, awfully inflamed. Got worse and spread. Cuticura Soap and Ointment cured.

BEEHIVE INN, High Street, Old Hill, Staffs, Eng.

‘It began like blisters. I had a red mark come on one of my fingers and it began to itch and burn. My fingers were inflamed awful-
ly. I couldn’t help but rub them, then they broke and it was like water that came out. It began to get worse and seemed to spread.
At the end of the week I had it in four of my fingers and it went on till I had it in both hands. It was miserable; I didn’t know what
to do, it was itching and burning all the while. I used to put my hands in cold water to cool them.

They didn’t get any better so I took a treatment. They said it was eczema. I was given some ointment to put on them and told

to keep them wrapped up. I used it and had two or three boxes more and it didn’t seem to do them any good. One day I saw the
advertisement of Cuticura Soap and Ointment so I wrote for a sample which was sent. I washed with the Cuticura Soap and put
Cuticura Ointment on all my fingers every night. By the time I had used the sample I found my fingers were a little better. Then I
bought a tablet of Cuticura Soap and a box of Ointment. Cuticura Soap and Ointment cured.’

(signed) Miss May Siviter, Aug 7, 1913.

Cuticura Soap and Cuticura Ointment are sold throughout the world. A single set is often sufficient when all else fails. Sample

of each with 32-p Skin Book free from nearest depot. Address: F. Newbery & Sons, 27, Charterhouse Square, London, or Potter
Drug & Chem. Corp., Boston, U.S.A.

Men who shave and shampoo with Cuticura Soap will find it best for skin and scalp.”

Birmingham Daily Post 8/2/1918
“At the annual Licensing Sessions for the Old Hill Petty Sessional Division Superintendent F. Juckes reported that the number of

licenses for renewal was 146, giving one license to every 253 persons. Seventeen persons were proceeded against and convicted,
a decrease of eight compared with the previous year, and 53 compared to 1915.

All the licenses were renewed with the exception of the BEEHIVE INN, Old Hill, which was referred for consideration at the
Adjourned Sessions.”

Staffordshire Advertiser 31/8/1918

“The Licensing (Consolidation) Act, 1910.

Notice as to Sending in Claims to be Treated as Persons Interested in Licensed Premises.

Notice is Hereby Given, that the Compensation Authority for the County of Stafford, having decided at their Principal Meeting,
held on the 3™ day of July, 1918, to refuse the Renewal of the Licenses of the Premises specified below, all persons claiming to be
interested in the said premises for the purpose of the payment of Compensation under the said Act (other than the Licensee, and
the registered Owner of the said Premises) are required to send to the Compensation Authority notice of their Claims before the 8
day of September, 1918.....

BEEHIVE, High Street, Old Hill. Beerhouse, Cider and Perry (ante 1869). Licensee, Abel Suiter. Registered Owner, Thomas
Darby and Sons.”

Staffordshire Advertiser 19/10/1918

“Adjourned Principal meeting of the Licensing Compensation Authority.....

The committee sat to consider the amounts to be offered as compensation in cases where the renewal of the license had been
refused, and the following sums were fixed.....

BEEHIVE, Old Hill, £1,000.”

Closed

It became an off license and wine merchants shop. [Slater’s]

BEEHIVE

7, (58), Hawes Lane, (Rowley Village), ROWLEY REGIS



OWNERS

Henry Bennett
John Rolinson and Son Ltd.
Daniel Morby, Old Hill (acquired in 1912 for £215)

LICENSEES

Eliza Rock [1859]

John Harrington [1861]

Joseph Hadley [1866]—[1881]
William Henry Hadley [1883]
Hannah Cooper [1891] —1904);
William Round (1904 — 1907);
Harry Greaves (1907 — 1909);
Alice Greaves (1909 —1910);
Edward Edmunds (1910 —[1911]
Frank Thomas Parish [7912]

NOTES
It had an ante 1869 beerhouse license.

County Advertiser 30/7/1859

“William Adams, rivet maker, and Benjamin Perry, carter, two young men, who on Wednesday last were charged with uttering
three counterfeit two shilling pieces, and remanded in order that the authorities at the Mint might be communicated with, this
morning were again brought before the Bench. A letter, received from the solicitor to the Mint, was forwarded to the Bench by
Superintendent Mills, in which the authorities expressed their unwillingness to take up the prosecution upon the evidence already
adduced. Mr. Mills, therefore asked for a further remand until Wednesday next, in order that the matter might be fully investi-
gated. Mr. Burbury, who appeared on behalf of the prisoners, objected to this, urging that the prisoners were undefended at the
previous hearing, and he had no doubt he could convince the Bench that his clients were innocent. Mr. Mills replied that he was
in possession of additional evidence to that given on Wednesday last.

The examination of witnesses was then proceeded with, and which occupied the attention of the Bench for a considerable time.
Hannah Cooksey, who resides with her mother, at the RING OF BELLS public house, Rowley, said the prisoners came to the
house on Friday, the 15" inst, and called for a jug of ale, which the prisoner paid for with a good two shilling piece. She saw the
men drinking in the house the same evening, between seven and eight o’clock.

Elizabeth Adderley, the landlady of the RING OF BELLS public house, said the prisoners came to her house in the evening of the
15" inst, and called for a pint of ale, which Perry paid for with coppers. Adams shortly afterwards asked to be supplied with half
a pound of tripe and some bread, and tendered a two-shilling piece in payment. Witness put the coin in her pocket, and gave the
prisoner Adams the change. Police-sergeant Powell went to witness’s house about ten o’clock the same evening, and asked her if
she had received a two-shilling piece from the prisoners. Witness replied that she had, and produced the coin from her pocket, and
upon examining it she found it to be spurious. Witness did not have any other coin of the same value in her possession that day.
A boy, named William Rock, said he lived with his mother at the BEE HIVE public house, situate near Rowley Church. About
three o’clock on the 15™ the prisoners came to the house, and Adams called for a cup of ale. Witness took the ale to them in the
kitchen, and Adams gave him a two-shilling piece. Witness took the coin to his mother, who put it in her pocket, and returned the
men the change. A few minutes afterwards his mother gave him some money to make a few purchases with at Dudley, among
which was the two-shilling piece received from the prisoners. The other portion of the money was shillings and sixpences. Wit-
ness tendered the two-shilling piece at a shop in Pig Street in payment for some purchases he had made there, but was told it was
counterfeit. He then returned home with the coin in his possession.

Eliza Rock deposed to receiving the two-shilling piece from her son, and giving it him again to make the purchases with at Dud-
ley. Also that a short time after he had left the house, the prisoner Perry asked her if she would let him have three pennyworth of
bread and cheese. Witness replied that she would, and on supplying it received a two-shilling piece from Perry. She put the coin
in her pocket, and was sure it was the only one of that description she had there. The prisoners stayed in the house about an hour
afterwards. Her son returned from Dudley about nine o’clock, and told her that the two-shilling piece she had given him was
counterfeit. She then took the other coin from her pocket, and found that that was a spurious one also. She went in search of the
police, and gave them the two coins. On her return to the house the prisoners were there, and she told them what had occurred.
Prisoners said they were not aware that the coins were counterfeit, and directly afterwards left the house. The prisoner Adams was
her nephew.

Obadiah Rushton, a sinker, said that on the 15" inst he saw the prisoner Adams in Darby’s public house at Rowley, and was called
in by him. Prisoner asked him to drink, and said, ‘Will you go and fetch half a pound of cheese and a 3d loaf for me.” Witness
assented, and prisoner gave him a two-shilling piece to pay for it. Witness went to a shop a few yards from the public house, and
asked to be supplied with the articles, but returned without them in consequence of the shopkeeper refusing to take the coin given




him by prisoner. When prisoner was told that it was a bad one, he put it in his pocket and smiled, but made no reply. Nothing
more was heard of the prisoners until they gave themselves up on the following Wednesday

Prisoners were well known to the whole of the witnesses, who said they had never known them attempt to pass bad money before.
Mr. Burbury addressed the Bench on behalf of his clients, and contended that as they were innocent of knowing that the coins
were spurious ones. He argued that had they been aware they were counterfeit, would they have attempted to pass them in a place
in which they were so well known? It was the custom forf persons who were in the habit of passing counterfeit coins to repair to
places where they were unknown, the risks being not half so great.

The Bench considered there was sufficient evidence to warrant another remand, and adjourned the case until Wednesday.”

[At Staffordshire October Sessions, William Adams and Benjamin Perry were charged with uttering counterfeit coin,
found guilty and each sentenced to 6 months’ imprisonment with hard labour.]

John Harrington = John Harington

1861 Census

Hawes Lane — Public House

[1] John Harington (40), publican and coal miner, born Dudley;
[2] Amelia Harington (37), wife, born Rowley Regis;

[3] Joseph Summers (43), boarder, boot maker, born Dudley;
[4] Sarah A. Bennett (16), niece, born Rowley Regis:

Wolverhampton Chronicle 7/8/1861
“On Monday last, before Captain Bennitt, W. Haden, and F. G. W. Barrs, Esgs, an old offender named George Parry Dimmack,

was charged by John Rawlins, of Darby Hand, with fowl stealing. The fowls were seen safe on the 27" of July, and were missed
the same evening. Prisoner subsequently sold them to a shoemaker, named Levi Smith, for 1s 9d. Police-constable Powell appre-
hended the prisoner. In a second case prisoner was charged with stealing fowls from John Burton, labourer, living at Dudley, on
the 6th of July. Prisoner stole two, and sold them to Mrs. Harrington, of the BEEHIVE beerhouse, Rowley. In a third case pris-
oner was charged with stealing fowls from John Harris, a blacksmith, of Cradley Heath, on the 22" of May last. The Magistrates
committed him to prison for trial upon each charge.”

[George Perry Dimmack, boatman, charged with larceny, appeared at Stafford and was sentenced to 10 months.]

Birmingham Journal 8/2/1862 - Advert
“By Private Contract. BEEHIVE INN, Rowley Regis.

By A. G. Altree. To be Disposed Of, that compact and pleasantly-situated Public House, having a good Tap and Club Room,
excellent Bar and Kitchen, good Brewhouse, Stable, Piggeries, Cellars, Malt Room, walled-in Garden, hard and soft Waters, and
entire Yard. Coming-in not to exceed £20. Payments low. Rent only £13.

For particulars, apply upon the Premises, or to A. G. Altree, Auctioneer, &c, Hales Owen Street, Oldbury.”

County Advertiser 25/8/1866

“Rowley annual licensing meeting was held yesterday.....

The following are the new applications and their results.....
Joseph Hadley, Rowley, opposed by Honour Stanton, refused.”

Joseph Hadley, beer retailer, Rowley Village. [1868]

Birmingham Daily Gazette 25/1/1870 - Advert
“Found, a broken-haired Whipitt Dog; four white feet and breast. May be had, by paying expenses, at Mr. Hadley’s, BEE HIVE

INN, Rowley. If not claimed in seven days, will be Sold to defray expenses.”

1871 Census

Hawes Lane — BEE HIVE

[1] Joseph Hadley (50), retail brewer, born Rowley Regis;
[2] Sophia Hadley (45), wife, born Rowley Regis;

[3] Jane Hadley (10), daughter, scholar, born Rowley Regis:

1881 Census

58, Hawes Lane — BEE HIVE

[1] Joseph Hadley (59), beer retailer, born Rowley Regis;
[2] Sophia Hadley (55), wife, born Rowley Regis;

[3] Jane Hadley (20), daughter, born Rowley Regis:

St. Giles, Rowley - Parish Register - Baptisms
19" December 1883 - Frederick Luther, son of William Henry and Jane Hadley, victualler, 58, Hawes Lane.

County Express 23/11/1889




“On Thursday afternoon Mr. Edwin Hooper (the South Staffordshire coroner) held an inquest at the BEE HIVE INN, Hawes Lane,
Rowley Regis, touching the death of Frank Ruston (2), who died on the 18" inst, from injuries received through being knocked
down by a dog. It was shown that on the 30" ult, when the deceased was standing at the front door of his parents” house, a blind
man’s dog came up to the door to have some food, as was his custom, and in doing so he ran against the deceased, who fell down,
the back of his head coming into contact with a large pebble. The dog barked, and the mother instantly went to the child’s assis-
tance, and as he appeared to be ill Dr. Beasley was sent for, and he found that the child was suffering from concussion of the brain.
He gradually grew worse and died.

In reply to the Coroner, Mrs. Ruston said the dog was not vicious, but was very playful, and it was his custom to go to the neigh-
bours’ houses for food.

A Juryman complained of the bad state of the pavement, there being a large number of rough stones, one of which no doubt
caused the boy’s death. He certainly thought the attention of the Local Board should be called to the bad state of many of the
roads.

The Coroner said there was no doubt many of the roads and footpaths in the Rowley parish were in a bad state, and needed im-
provement.

The Jury returned a verdict of Accidental Death, and asked the coroner to communicate with the Local Board with respect to the
bad state of some of the pavements.”

County Advertiser 20/9/1890

“The miners of the Rowley lodge of the Old Hill and District Miners’ Association held their annual dinner at the BEEHIVE INN,
Rowley Regis. A miner, who presided, proposed a resolution in support of the National Federation of Miners and of the Eight
Hours Bill. Mr. B. Winwood, in supporting the resolution, said it was a great blessing for the miners that such a powerful feder-
ation had been substituted for isolated unions. He regretted that the Black Country was still the weak link in the great chain of
unionism, but hoped that they would soon be able to strengthen it, and advised them to use their best efforts to get the whole of the
men into union. The resolution was carried unanimously.”

1891 Census

58, Hawes Lane — BEE HIVE INN

[1] Edward Cooper (35), labourer stone quarry, born Warwickshire;
[2] Hannah Cooper (44), wife, beerseller, born Rowley Regis:

County Advertiser 20/2/1897 - Advert

“Preliminary Notice. Rowley Regis, Staffs.

Important Sale by Auction of Valuable Freehold Residences, Villas, Dwelling Houses, Eligible Building Land, also the Public
House, known as the BEE HIVE INN, Rowley Regis.

The Property is situated in Hawes Lane, being the main Road leading to Dudley.

Full Particulars as to Date, &c, will be given in future advertisements and posters.

Further information from Thos. Cooksey, Esq, Solicitor, of Mr. R. Underwood, Auctioneer, both of Old Hill.”

County Advertiser 13/3/1897 - Advert

“Rowley Regis, Staffordshire.

Mr. R. Underwood has received instructions from the representatives of the late Mr. Henry Bennett, to Sell by Auction at the
ROYAL OAK INN, Blackheath, on Monday, the 15" day of March, 1897, at Six o’clock in the Evening prompt, subject to condi-
tions, the following Freehold Properties.....

Lot 9. All that Valuable and Important Freehold Double-Fronted Public House, known at the BEE HIVE INN, Hawes Lane,
aforesaid, in the occupation of Mrs. Hannah Cooper. The House contains Two Bed Rooms, Large Club Room, Tap Room, Bar,
Kitchen, and Parlour. There is also a Small Brewery, Wash-house, Stable, Store Room, Piggeries, and Large Garden approached
by a covered Cartway Entrance; the whole covering an area of 462 square yards or thereabouts, and let on an annual tenancy. To
meet the convenience of intending purchasers this Lot will be offered at Eight o’clock prompt.”

Dudley Herald 10/9/1898

“Mr. H. A. Pearson (district coroner) held an inquest on Wednesday at the BEEHIVE INN, Hawes Lane, Rowley Regis, concern-
ing the death of Rhoda Taylor (76), a married woman, residing in Hawes Lane. On July 13" deceased fell down in her bedroom
and broke her left thigh. She was removed to the Guest Hospital, but owing to her great age she could not be successfully treated.
She was removed back again to her home and died. The jury returned a verdict of Accidental Death.”

1901 Census

58, Hawes Lane — BEE HIVE INN

[1]1 Hannah Cooper (65), widow, publican, born Rowley Regis;
[2] Alice Lowe (18), domestic servant, born Rowley Regis:

Edward Edmunds = Edward Edmonds

Birmingham Mail 8/2/1911
“The annual general Licensing Sessions for the Old Hill Petty Sessional Division were held today.....



The whole of the licenses were renewed excepting the OLD LION INN, Old Hill, BEEHIVE INN, Hawes Lane, Rowley, and the
CROWN AND ANCHOR INN, Cradley Heath, which were deferred until the adjourned licensing sessions in order that notices of
objection can be served upon the owners on the ground of redundancy.”

1911 Census

7, Hawes Lane — BEEHIVE INN

[1] Edward Edmunds (56), iron worker (puddler), born Cradley;

[2] Sarah Ellen Edmunds (50), wife, married 29 years, born Cradley:

Staffordshire Advertiser 29/7/1911 - Notice

“The Licensing (Consolidation) Act, 1910. County Of Stafford.

Notice Is Hereby Given, that the Compensation Authority for the above area, having decided at their Principal Meeting, held on
the 6" day of July, 1911, to Refuse the Renewal of the Licenses of the Premises specified below, all Persons Claiming to be In-
terested in the said Premises for the purpose of the Payment of Compensation under the said Act (other than the Licensee and the
Registered Owner of the said Premises) are required to send to the Compensation Authority Notice of their Claims before the 21
day of August, 1911, for the purpose of enabling the Compensation Authority to ascertain in manner provided by the Licensing
Rules, 1910, the Persons entitled to Compensation under the said Act, in respect of the said Premises.....

BEEHIVE INN, Rowley Regis. Beer ‘on’ ante 1869. Licensee, Edward Edmonds. Registered Owner, J. Rolinson and Sons
Limited.”

Frank Thomas Parish was married to Evelyn.
Their daughter, Ivy, aged 3, died in 1912, and they were charged with wilful neglect. The case at Stafford was discharged.

Closed

Lichfield Mercury 5/1/1912

“Staffordshire Quarter Sessions.....

The County Licensing Committee presented their annual report.....

The Committee at the supplemental meeting went in great detail into all the figures submitted to them upon which the persons
interested claimed compensation, and heard upon oath evidence put forward by the claimants. The Committee consider that the
amounts of compensation agreed upon were satisfactory, both from the point of view of the parties interested, and the compensa-
tion fund. The Committee fixed the compensation as follows.....

BEEHIVE INN, Rowley Regis, beerhouse ‘on’ ante-1869, £700.

The money has been apportioned among the interested parties and paid.”

BELL

78, St. Annes Road, (88, (46), Dudley Wood Road), (53, Scholding Green), (46, (3), Scholding Green Road), (Five Ways Road),
Five Ways, CRADLEY HEATH

OWNERS

Mrs. Sophia Elizabeth Hingley

Plant’s Brewery Ltd., Netherton (acquired in 1890)
Ansells Ltd. (acquired on 2™ June 1937)

Little Pub Co. [1988]

LICENSEES

Benjamin Billingham Snr. [/841] — 1888)
Benjamin Hingley (1888 —[ ]

Mrs. Sophia Elizabeth Hingley [1889] —[1890]
William Henry Little [1890]

Charles Henry Partridge [ ] - 1891);
Alfred Guest (1891 — [1896]

Robert Horton [1898]—[1901]

Benjamin Billingham Jnr. [ ] —1904);
Alfred Guest (1904 —1907);

Benoni Buttery (1907 — 1914);

Robert William Botfield (1914 —1923);



John Turner (1923 —1925);

Robert William Botfield (1925 —1927);
Phoebe Ann Botfield (1927 —1929);
Richard Jones (1929 —1932);

Thomas Joseph Harper (1932 — 1934);
William Botfield (1934 — 1946);
Isaiah Aston (1946 — 1955);

Ralph Windsor (1955 — 1957);

Cyril Rogers (1957 —[1965]

Mark Wagstaff [ ]

John Whitlow (1988 —[ ]

Timothy Basche [1991]

Les Shardelow [1993]—[1994]

Paul Dangerfield [1996] —[1998]

NOTES

Five Ways Road [1861]

53, Scholding Green [1881]

Scholding Green Road [1896], [1897], [1901]

46, Scholding Green Road [71904]

46, Dudley Wood Road [1908], [1912], [1916], [1921]
88, Dudley Wood Road [1924], [1932], [1940]

78, St. Annes Road

It had a beerhouse license.

County Express 3/6/1911

“Old Cradley Heath. Chat with Mr. Thomas Hingley Parsons, sexton at St. Luke’s Church for Forty Years.....

Though in his 81% year, Mr. Parsons is wonderfully virile and active, the keenness of his intellect and memory is unabated, and he
willingly discoursed upon the Cradley Heath of his younger days.....

In those days, he added, the inhabitants of the district were not quarter so many as they are now, and the only public houses were
the HOLLY BUSH, High Street; Bannister’s Newtown; ‘Benny Fiddler’s’; SALUTATION, Lomey Town; BEEHIVE, Graingers
Lane; and QUEENS HEAD, Corngreaves Road.”

Anecdote by T. H. Gough written between 1934 and 1935

“Benny Fiddler (real name Billingham) was a Cradley worthy. He scaled something over 20 stones, and for many years was the
genial host of a well-known and popular hostelry in the neighbourhood of Five Ways. It was an old fashioned pub with stairs of
the narrow winding type. Not being wide enough for his great bulk, Benny, when retiring for the night, had to be hauled up to bed
through a trap door to his bedroom by the aid of pulleys and a rope attachment.....”

Benjamin Billingham was known as “Benny Fiddler”.

He was born in 1811 in Cradley Heath.

He married Ann Grove on 9" October 1831.

He played the violin.

He was also known as “The Chainmakers’ Friend”’; he once lent their union £700 to provide for strikers’ families.
He weighed 29 stones at one time.

He died on 30" October 1895 and was buried at St. Luke’s Church, Cradley Heath.

1841 Census

Scholding Green

[1] Benjamin Billingham (30), chain manufacturer, born Staffordshire;
[2] Ann Billingham (25);

[3] James Billingham (9), born Staffordshire;

[4] Ann Billingham (1), born Staffordshire;

[5] John Billingham (3 months), born Staffordshire:

Worcestershire Chronicle 28/11/1849
“Benjamin Billingham, of Rowley Regis, beer-seller, was fined 15s and costs for keeping his house open for the sale of beer after
eleven o’clock on the night of the 6 inst.”

Benjamin Billingham, beer retailer and farmer, Rowley Regis. [1850]



1851 Census

Five Ways

[1] Benjamin Billingham (38), retail brewer &c, born Rowley Regis;

[2] Ann Billingham (37), wife, helps in business, born Rowley Regis;

[3] John Billingham (10), son, helps in business, born Rowley Regis;

[4] Ann Billingham (12), daughter, helps in business, born Rowley Regis;
[5]1 Benjamin Billingham (6), son, scholar, born Rowley Regis;

[6] Jeremiah Billingham (4), son, scholar, born Rowley Regis;

[7] Sarah Billingham (2), daughter, born Rowley Regis;

[8] William Mullit (45), servant, brewer &c, born Dudley:

County Advertiser 16/10/1858

“A most barefaced robbery has been perpetrated at Cradley Heath, under the following circumstances. A farm servant, named
John Howell, who thirteen years ago lived at Cradley, but who now resides at Mount Pleasant, near Wordsley, went over on Mon-
day last to visit his old locale, and paid a visit to the BELL INN, where he remained all night. He left on the following morning,
having first ascertained that his purse, containing about £20, was quite safe. In the course of Tuesday he went to Mr. Westwood’s
beerhouse, also at Cradley Heath, and known by the sign of the BULLS HEAD. Here he remained drinking in company with a
number of other men for some time, and ultimately fell asleep. While thus recovering from the effects of the drink he had im-
bibed, someone of the multitude of loose characters which infest that neighbourhood relieved him of his money, and made clear
off, without leaving the slightest clue to their discovery. The landlord was out at the time, and his wife knew nothing about the
affair till Howell proclaimed his loss on awakening.”

County Advertiser 16/10/1858

“At Brierley Hill on Thursday last, before J. Leigh, Esq, James Littlewood, a notorious character, and well known to the police,
was brought up on suspicion of having stolen £80 and five watches, the property of Benjamin Billingham, landlord of the BELL
INN, Cradley Heath. From the evidence of the prosecutor, a witness named James Wallace, and PC Farmer, it appeared that about
half-past seven o’clock on the evening of Tuesday last, prosecutor went up into his bedroom and there discovered that a chest had
been broken open and £80 in silver, with five watches, abstracted therefrom. The tools with which the chest had been forced open
were left in the room, and the thief — however he had got in — had made his escape by a rope suspended outside the window in
front of the house. Suspicion attached to the prisoner because he was seen lounging about the premises, and standing in the pas-
sage, and subsequently was seen running away from the house. When apprehended, however, by PC Farmer, nothing was found
upon him; although he strengthened the suspicions entertained against him by swearing that he was no nearer to the house than the
Five Ways on the evening in question, while it was distinctly proved that he was in the passage of the prosecutor’s house about the
time when the robbery is supposed to have been committed. Mr. Leigh remanded him till Monday next at Wordsley.”

Birmingham Journal 23/10/1858
“At the Wordsley Petty Sessions, on Monday last, before Mr. Trow and Mr. Holcroft, James Littlewood, remanded from the Brier-

ley Hill Sessions last week, was brought up on the charge of stealing from the house of Mr. Benjamin Billingham, Five Ways, £80
and five silver watches. There was another charge against the prisoner of stealing some pigeons, and the evidence being incom-
plete, he was remanded for a week and locked up.”

Worcestershire Advertiser 8/6/1859 - Advert

“Sale at the BELL INN, Cradley Heath, near Dudley.

To be Sold by Auction, by Charles Round, at the above Inn, on Saturday, June 11%.

A Large Assortment of Unredeemed Pledges, comprising Silver Watches and Chains, Coats, Trowsers, Vests, Gowns, Shirts,
Blankets, Sheets, Shoes, Silk Handkerchiefs, and numerous other effects, pledged under the Act of Parliament in the months prior
to April, 1858, with Mr. Hugh Lewis, Pawnbroker, Tipton.

Sale to commence at half-past 10 o’clock.”

Birmingham Daily Post16/8/1859
“The Strike In The Chain Trade.

It may be as well for our readers to know some of the causes which have led to the present strike. In 1847 the chain trade was at
the acme of prosperity, so far as prices were concerned, and it appears that since that time the men’s wages have fallen as much
as twenty per cent. The chain makers are almost all paid by the cwt, and not by day work. The criterion by which prices run in
the half-inch iron, and the price given for thicker chain goes in proportion to the price given for the half-inch. For half-inch iron
4s per cwt is now given; the men at this rate getting 20s per week by making five cwt. The men who make the chain at their own
shops have to pay out of this for firing and a boy to blow for them, which materially reduces the sum, even supposing a full week’s
work is done, the men now ask that 5s per cwt to be given for half-inch chain, which would make their wages amount to about
24s per week. Those who get thicker chain would get a rather higher sum, viz, from 6s to 8s per cwt. The trace makers work by
the pair, and on this an advance of 1d per pair is asked. We stated in yesterday’s Daily Post that of the 1,500 chain makers in the
district, only from twelve to fifteen were now at work. It appears that all are now out. The men employed in the masters’ own
works do not get such a high rate as the out-workers. We regret that bellows-cutting has again taken place to a serious extent, but
it seems that it is only the men in the Union who have suffered.

Yesterday morning, a little after eleven o’clock, a meeting of chain makers was held in the club room of the BELL INN, Cradley



Heath. The room was quite full, some 300 men being present.....”

1861 Census

Five Ways Road — BELL INN

[1] Benjamin Billingham (48), farmer and victualler, born Rowley;

[2] Ann Billingham (48), wife, born Rowley;

[3] John Billingham (20), son, born Rowley;

[4] Benjamin Billingham (18), son, born Rowley;

[5] Jeremiah Billingham (13), son, born Rowley;

[6] Caroline Beasley (12), house servant, born Rowley;

[7] Thomas Trapp (36), casual lodger, inland revenue officer, born Rowley:

Benjamin Billingham, retailer of beer, Cradley Heath. [1862]
Benjamin Billingham, beer retailer, Five Ways, Cradley Heath [1864], [1865]

County Advertiser 27/8/1864

“Yesterday, the annual licensing of the Rowley division was held at COOKSEY’S HOTEL, Old Hill.....
There were nine applications by beerhouse keepers for licenses, only one of which was granted.....
Benjamin Billingham, of the BELL, Five Ways (granted).”

County Advertiser 6/10/1866

“On Wednesday an inquest was held at the BELL public house, Cradley Heath, before Mr. Hooper, Coroner, on the body of Maria
Scoltock, aged forty-six, who died suddenly on Saturday night. The deceased came home from market about eight o’clock in the
evening, and immediately began to vomit blood. She went into a neighbour’s house, and there she died almost immediately. Mr.
Hodgson, surgeon, was called in to her, but of course he could do nothing. Verdict, Died from Natural Causes.”

Stourbridge Observer 30/11/1867 - Died
“On the 16" inst, after a long illness, the wife of Mr. B. Billingham of the BELL INN, Cradley Heath.”

County Advertiser 29/2/1868

“On Shrove Tuesday Mr. Benjamin Billingham, of the BELL INN, in accordance with his annual custom, roasted a whole sheep
in front of his kitchen fire. The sheep was a very fine one, and weighted 116lbs. The meat was given away to any person who
visited the house.”

Stourbridge Observer 2/5/1868

“A supper took place on Tuesday night last, at Mr. B. Billingham’s, BELL INN. A good number sat down. Ample justice having
been done to the things provided, the chair was occupied by Mr. A. Taylor, the worthy host acting as vice-chairman.

During the evening a number of songs were sung by Messrs. J. Billingham, W. Smith, and others, and a convivial evening was
spent.”

County Advertiser 22/5/1869
“Friendly Society. The Society of Miners, held at the BELL INN (Mr. B. Billingham’s) celebrated their anniversary by a dinner at
the lodge house, on Monday last. The catering was of an excellent order. The club was stated to be in a satisfactory condition.”

County Advertiser 3/9/1870

“John Billingham of the BELL INN, Cradley Heath, was charged with assaulting Joshua Kempson, a lodger at the house. It
appeared that complainant was in the act of throwing a spittoon at a person in the house, when defendant caught hold of him
(complainant) and pushed him out of the room. The case was dismissed.”

County Express 5/11/1870
“The adjourned meeting of gas consumers was held at Mr. Billingham’s, BELL INN, Five Ways, on Tuesday evening last, and
there was a good attendance.....”

1871 Census

Five Ways — BELL INN

[1] Benjamin Billingham (57), widower, publican, born Rowley;
[2] John Billingham (30), son, brewer, born Rowley;

[3] Benjamin Billingham (26), son, barman, born Rowley;

[4] Jeremiah Billingham, (24), son, labourer, born Rowley;

[5] William Mullett (69), lodger, born Rowley:

Stourbridge Observer 9/11/1872
“An inquest was held on Thursday, before Mr. E. Cooper, Coroner, at Mr. B. Billingham’s, the BELL INN, Cradley Heath, on the
body of Phoebe Ann Adlington, aged one year and 14 days, who met with her death on Monday last, through being scalded on the




previous Friday.

Priscilla Adlington, mother of the deceased, was called, and said deceased was her daughter. She was one year and 14 days old.
On Friday last, deceased was in the house, and whilst she (witness) was getting the tea, the poor little thing caught hold of a hook,
fastened it to the kettle, and pulled it over, the boiling water going on her head and back, and scalded her so badly that she lingered
on until Monday, and then expired. Mr. Kerr’s assistant attended the little sufferer up to the time of her death.

Mr. Hingley said witness ought to have had some protection in front of the fireplace to keep the children away.

Witness said her husband had been ill with rheumatism for a long time, and she could not afford it.

The jury returned a verdict of Accidental Death.”

Western Morning News 23/1/1873
“A sad affair has occurred at Cradley Heath, a short distance from Dudley, which should make persons exceedingly cautious in

the use of coke or charcoal fired in sleeping apartments. On Sunday night a family of four persons — Edward Whitehouse, his
wife Phoebe, Joseph Edmunds, brother-in-law, and George Edward Edmunds, an infant eleven months old, nephew of the White-
houses — retired to rest, all of them occupying one bedroom in the house. As they did not appear at the usual time on Monday,
and could not be aroused, the neighbours forced an entrance. They found Edward Whitehouse and the infant Edmunds dead, and
Mrs. Whitehouse and Joseph Edmunds in a state of coma. The latter survived only until Tuesday night, and Mrs. Whitehouse died
yesterday morning. The cause of the calamity was apparent. In the centre of the room was an iron bucket, which they had filled
with redhot coke, the deadly fumes from which they had inhaled while sleeping. The family were nailers, and the cottage where
they lived contained only two rooms, both on the ground floor.”

AND

Stourbridge Observer 1/2/1873

“On Wednesday, the adjourned inquest on the bodies of Edward Whitehouse (27), Phoebe Whitehouse (27), Joseph Edmunds (29),
and George Edward Edmunds (1), was held before Mr. Hooper, at the BELL INN, Cradley Heath.

Mr. Thomas Standish, surgeon, said that he had made a post mortem examination of the body of Edward Whitehouse. It was a
well-nourished and healthy body. Upon it there were no external marks of violence. Upon opening the chest he found that the
lungs were perfectly gorged with blood, otherwise they were in a healthy condition. The left side of the heart was filled with black
blood. The stomach was healthy, and quite empty. The coats of the stomach were not inflamed, and there was not the slightest
sign of poison. The lining membrane of the stomach was as healthy as it was possible to be. The brain was congested. The cause
of death was suffocation, the whole of the post mortem appearances tending to show that result and nothing else. Taking into con-
sideration the evidence given before, and what he knew of the bucket of coke being found in the room, he held the same opinion,
given at the opening of the inquiry, that the fumes which arose from the coke were the cause of death in this and the rest of the
cases.

A Juryman having stated that he, nevertheless, considered there was some case for suspicion, the Coroner observed that supposing
that were possible, he would again adjourn the inquest, but he would first call the police-officer.

The Coroner: Are you satisfied that a further adjournment would or would not throw any more light on this matter?

Inspector Price: I do not think it would throw any further light on the matter. I have made every inquiry into the various rumours
which have been spread, but find that they have not the slightest foundation.

The Coroner then appealed to the jury as to whether they were still unprepared to give a verdict, and some of them declining, Mr.
Hooper said, ‘Well, I must look you up, and as I have to attend several other inquests today, I cannot get back until nine o’clock.
If you are not then ready to give a verdict, I shall keep you till twelve, and afterwards discharge you.’

Some of the jurymen intimated that they were satisfied as to suffocation being the cause of death, but their minds were not made
up as to whether it was a wilful act. They considered that there was a ‘lurking suspicion’ about the case.

The Coroner: I consider the medical evidence would satisfy 99 juries out of 100; but as it has not satisfied you, I must carry out
the law, and look you up.

A Juryman: I hope, then, you will allow us something to eat and drink.

The Coroner: I cannot allow you either one or the other; nor, indeed, does the law permit either fire or candle. I am quite unwill-
ing to take this course, but I have no alternative, unless you agree. I will, however, give you five minutes more.

At the expiration of this time, the jury returned the verdict ‘That the deceased were accidentally suffocated by the fumes arising
from a quantity of coke, from the effects of which suffocation they died.””

Stourbridge Observer 1/3/1873

“On Tuesday last, Mr. Billingham, landlord of the BELL INN, roasted a whole sheep, according to his usual custom on Shrove
Tuesday. The sheep weighed 1241bs. It is needless to say that a large number of persons were present to witness the roasting, and
a larger number tasted the mutton.”

Stourbridge Observer 1/11/1873

“Benjamin Billingham, landlord of the OLD BELL INN, was charged with having his house open during prohibited hours, on the
19% ult.

Police-constable Beard said that he visited the defendant’s house at a quarter past twelve, with Police-constable Grady. He found
in the kitchen two women. They had a cup of ale before them. A man was in the house drunk. He called for a quart of ale, and
put down sixpence, but the ale was not brought. The defendant’s son ran into the parlour, and said that it wanted 20 minutes to
one o’clock. On going in to look at it, he found it was only 20 minutes past 12. He asked Mr. Billingham the man’s name. He
refused to give it, and said he did not know. Defendant’s son was also drunk, and defendant himself was fresh and smoking a
pipe. He tried to take the man into custody, but the defendant and others prevented him being taken. PC Grady gave corrobora-




tive evidence.

The defence was that the persons in the house were travellers and lodgers, and called Maria Perks, of Dudley, who said she had
been to see some relations in Cradley Heath. On returning, went into the house of the defendant. It was just half past twelve. She
saw defendant’s son sitting on a bench, and asked him if she could have some refreshments. He said he would go and see what
time it was. He said it was just half past twelve o’clock, and she called for a pint of ale. Just at that time two police officers came
in. There was a man in the house drunk, but he had no beer in the house.

Elizabeth Reid gave corroborative evidence, and said that when the officer was going to take the drunken man into custody, defen-
dant said the man was a lodger, and the police had no right to take him.

Defendant said he refused to let the man sleep any more at his house, because he refused to give the policeman his name. This
being his first offence, he was ordered to pay the costs.”

County Advertiser 8/11/1873

“William Turner was charged with being found drunk on licensed premises on the 19" ult. Police-constable Grady, said that he
visited the BELL INN, Cradley Heath, kept by Benjamin Billingham, in company with Police-constable Beard, and he found the
defendant in the house drunk. The defendant was fined 20s and costs, or 21 days.”

Stourbridge Observer 8/11/1873

“An inquest was held on Monday, at Mr. Benjamin Billingham’s, the BELL INN, Cradley Heath, before Mr. E. Hooper, on the
body of Henry Brooks, who was injured in a pit belonging to Mr. James Holcroft, on the 15" ult. The evidence went to show
that whilst deceased was engaged in the pit, the cage fell upon him, and he was so injured that he died on the 30" ult. The jury
returned a verdict of Accidental Death.”

Pall Mall Gazette 1/5/1874

“The Election Petitions. Dudley.....

James Whitehouse, auctioneer, said he was engaged in taking voters to the polling station in Dudley, and while doing so he was at-
tacked, and some of the voters were severely injured by a number of roughs who were armed with bludgeons, stones, and cinders.
Several times during the day he was attacked. He saw voters wearing the colours of both parties in Dudley. Some of the mob
were Mr. Shenstone’s supporters.

Benjamin Billingham, a very stout man, who could hardly walk, caused a great deal of amusement in the witness box. He said
that he was a publican, residing at Cradley Heath, and as he could not walk far he tried to get a cab, but the cabman refused to take
him, saying, “You would be so long getting in and out that you will be murdered and me too.” (Laughter.) In answer to another
question, witness said he threw all his weight into Mr. Shenstone’s cause. (Renewed laughter.)

Mr. Samuel Rudge, a justice of the peace for the borough, proved that during the day messages were continually being received

of the danger to persons wishing to vote for Mr. Shenstone, and that about two o’clock he went with the military through several
parts of the district. Rioting was going on freely in all the places he visited, and the mobs were very violent.”

County Advertiser 13/2/1875 - Advert

“Freehold Manufacturing Premises, Business Shops, and Dwelling Houses, Cradley Heath.

To be Sold by Auction, by Messrs. Hawkins & Son, at the House of Mr. Benjamin Billingham, the BELL INN, Cradley Heath, on
Wednesday, February 24™, 1875, at Six o’clock in the evening, in the following or such other Lots as may be agreed upon at the
time of Sale.....”

County Advertiser 1/5/1875 - Advert

“Sale of Unredeemed Pledges.

S. Insull will Sell by Auction, on Monday Next, May 3%, at Mr. Billingham’s, BELL INN, Five Ways, Cradley, without reserve,
200 Lots of Pawnbrokers’ Pledges, consisting of Ladies’ and Gentlemen’s Wearing Apparel, &c, &c.

Sale to commence at Six o’clock in the Evening.”

County Advertiser 13/1/1877 - Advert
“Wanted, a respectable middle-aged Housekeeper for private house.
Apply, Mr. Benjamin Billingham, BELL INN, Cradley Heath.”

County Express 5/10/1878

“A meeting of the members of the Conservative Association was held on Tuesday evening last, at Mr. David Bridge’s, New Town.
There was a capital attendance, and several members were enrolled.....

The next general meeting will be held at Mr. B. Billingham’s, BELL INN, Five Ways, on Tuesday evening, October 29%.”

County Express 2/11/1878

“A well attended meeting of the members of the Conservative Association was held on Tuesday evening last, at the house of Mr.
B. Billingham, BELL HOTEL, Cradley Heath. A gentleman well known for his zeal in the cause of Conservatism occupied the
chair, and delivered a lengthy speech upon the position of affairs with Afghanistan.....”

Dudley Herald 20/11/1880
“Benjamin Billingham, landlord of the BELL INN, Scolding Green, Cradley Heath, was summoned for allowing his house to be




open for the sale of intoxicating liquors during prohibited hours.

Police-constable Sylvester stated that about eight o’clock on Sunday morning, the 7" inst, on his visiting defendant’s house, he
saw a woman standing by the back door, and he directly afterwards met defendant’s son coming along the passage with a jug of
ale in his hand. As soon as he saw witness he turned back and put the jug upon the taproom window. The ale was fresh drawn,
and defendant’s son, in reply to witness, said they always drew some out of the taps first thing in the morning. Witness asked the
woman if the jug belonged to her, when defendant’s son shook his head and she replied ‘No.’

Defendant’s plea was that the ale was drawn by his orders to feed his fowls with. His son swore also that the jug belonged to his
father, and the woman referred to went into the box and denied that the ale was drawn for her.

The Bench dismissed the case, but characterised it as being strongly suspicious.”

1881 Census

53, Scholding Green

[1] Benjamin Billingham (68), widower, licensed victualler, born Rowley Regis;
[2] Benjamin Billingham (36), son, barman, born Rowley Regis;

[3] Thomas Westwood (31), lodger, butcher, born Rowley Regis:

County Advertiser 21/1/1882

“James Hughes, blacksmith, Old Hill, and Philip Cope, joiner, Cradley Heath, were summoned for committing a breach of the
peace. James Hughes, John Roberts, a blacksmith, of Old Hill, and James Bradley, fireman, Blackheath, were charged with
assaulting Philip Cope; and Philip Cope was charged with assaulting John Roberts. Mr. Cooksey appeared for Cope, and Mr. J.
Wright for the others.

The evidence of Cope was to the effect that he was at the BELL INN, Cradley Heath, and two girls named Wood and Spittle came
in. The defendants also were there, and a dispute took place between him and Bradley about the girls, in the course of which Cope
told him he was an ignorant fellow. Thereupon Bradley struck at him, and the blow caught one of the young ladies (Wood) on the
chest. Outside the house Roberts and the other defendants took off their coats and ran at Cope. He warded off their blows with a
stick, as he retreated, but they followed him for about forty yards, knocked him down, and kicked him.

The evidence for the complainant Roberts, in the charge brought against him by Cope, was that as soon as he came outside the
public house Cope struck him on the nose with a stick.

Cope and Hughes on the first named charge were bound over to keep the peace for three months. The case against Roberts for
assaulting Cope was dismissed. Hughes was fined 10s and costs, and Bradley 20s and costs. Cope for the assault on Roberts, was
ordered to pay 10s and costs.”

County Express 4/8/1883

“Mary Bellingham (45), was charged with violently assaulting Ann Arnold on the 23 ult. The complainant went to the BELL
INN, Cradley Heath, and upon going into the kitchen the defendant, without the slightest provocation, dealt her a violent blow in
the face, rendering her insensible and blacking her eyes. The Bench fined the defendant 10s and costs, or in default twenty-one
days’ imprisonment.”

County Express 11/6/1887

“Joseph Wassell, labourer, Bell Street, was charged with stealing three fowls, of the value of 7s 6d, the property of Mr. Samuel In-
sull, auctioneer, High Street, Brierley Hill. About the 19" ult, the three fowls were missed, and on the same day the prisoner sold
them to a woman named Narcisse Craddock for 2s each. The prisoner was arrested at Stewponey on Whit-Tuesday, and when
charged by Superintendent Wollaston, admitted stealing the fowls.

Prisoner was also charged with stealing a hen, of the value of 2s 6d, the property of Mark Bullock, wagoner, Bell Street, on

the 29" ult. Prosecutor, who lived next door to prisoner, missed a fowl and charged the prisoner with stealing it. Prisoner then
knocked him down and kicked him. On the 30" ult prisoner sold the prosecutor’s fowl to a man named Emanuel Billingham in a
public house at Cradley Heath for 1s 9d.

There was a third charge against the prisoner of stealing four fowls, of the value of 10s, the property of Mr. W. M. Pritchard, The
Moors, Brierly Hill, on the 30" ult. The fowls were missed from the prosecutor’s pen, and on the 1st June prisoner sold three of
them to Benjamin Billingham, BELL INN, Cradley Heath, at 52d per pound. On the same day one of the fowls was boiled, and
the other two were now produced. When charged prisoner said he only took three fowls.

Prisoner was also charged with stealing a hen and seven chickens, the property of George Elwell, Delph Brewery, but this charge
was not gone into. Prisoner was committed to take his trial at the Sessions.”

[Joseph Wassell, who had a very bad record, was sentenced to three calendar months.]

County Express 4/2/1888

“Benjamin Billingham, landlord of the BELL INN, Cradley Heath, was charged with permitting drunkenness on his licensed
premises on the 24% ult.

Police-constable Peake said he went to the defendant’s house on the morning in question and saw a man named Tromans, who
was drunk, being led out of the house by two men. When he told Tromans that he was drunk he said, ‘It don’t matter a if Tam
drunk; it’s my own money.” Witness again saw Tromans drunk in High Street, Cradley Heath, on the same date in the afternoon,
and also saw him drunk at the Five Ways, Cradley Heath, at night on the same date.

Police-sergeant Hayward said he went to the defendant’s house on the day in question at half-past three in the afternoon, and there
saw a man named Joseph Tromans, lying asleep on a screen. When Tromans got up he found that he was drunk, and saw him




drink out of a pint cup which was on the table. He asked the defendant why he supplied beer to a man who was drunk, and he
said, ‘He (meaning Tromans) can do what he likes with his own money.’

Benjamin Billingham, defendant’s son, said that Tromans was drunk, and he refused to give him any beer, and helped him out of
the house.

Caroline Guy said that Tromans was not drunk.

Defendant was fined £5 and costs.”

AND

“Joseph Tromans, Beggars Row, Cradley Heath, was charged with being drunk on licensed premises on the 24" ult.
Police-sergeant Hayward said that he went to the BELL INN, Cradley Heath, on the day in question and saw the defendant very
drunk.

Defendant, who had been previously convicted, was fined 20s and costs, or one month.”

County Express 10/3/1888

“Annie Underwood (17), of Quarry Bank, was charged with obtaining by false pretences a fur cape, of the value of 5s 11d, from
Henzey Dunn, draper, Quarry Bank, on the 7" inst. On Wednesday afternoon the prisoner went to the shop of prosecutrix and said
she had been sent by her aunt, Mrs. Hartland, of Brickkiln Street, for a fur cape. Prosecutrix let her have a cape, of the value of
5s 11d. As prisoner did not return with the money for the cape enquiries were made, with the result that it was found that prisoner
was not the niece of Mrs. Hartland, and had not been sent by her for the cape. Information was given to the police, and prisoner
was arrested by Police-constable Styles at the BELL INN, Cradley Heath. She was in the company of a young man, and was
wearing the cape (produced). Prisoner admitted the offence, and said she would pay double the value of the cape if prosecutrix
would forgive her. When charged by the officer, she said, ‘I hope you will forgive me. I will give you and Mrs. Dunn anything.’
Prisoner was committed for trial at the Assizes, bail being allowed, in her own recognizances of £20 and two sureties of £20
each.”

[Annie Underwood was sentenced to three calendar months.]

County Express 26/5/1888

“Benjamin Billingham, landlord of the BELL INN, Cradley Heath, was summoned for keeping his premises open during prohibit-
ed hours, and also for harbouring prostitutes on the 12 inst. Mr. Waldron prosecuted on behalf of the police, and Mr. Shakespeare
defended. Mr. Shakespeare said he had received a letter from Dr. De Denne, which stated that the defendant was too ill with
rheumatic fever to attend, and therefore he applied for an adjournment. Mr. Waldron applied for the costs of the adjournment to
be paid by the defendant, because he (Mr. Waldron) was quite ready to fight it out that day, and he had all his evidence ready. The
case was adjourned for fourteen days.”

County Express 9/6/1888

“Benjamin Bellingham [Sic], better known as ‘Benny Fiddler,” landlord of the BELL INN, Cradley Heath, was charged with
allowing his licensed premises to be the habitual resort of prostitutes, and also with allowing ale to be consumed on his licensed
premises during prohibited hors, on the 12" and 13" ults.....

The Bench said they had given the case their very careful consideration, and if there had been any doubt in the case they would
certainly have given the girl the benefit of it. They thought the case was clearly proved, and they were of an opinion that the de-
fendant knew the character of the girl he allowed to be on his premises. The defendant had been previously convicted for keeping
his premises open during prohibited hours, and this time they would fine him £10, the solicitor’s fee, and endorse his license, the
fine and costs amounting in all to £17 3s. The defendant paid £3 3s in order to have the case adjourned a fortnight ago, and this,
together with the fine and costs, made a total of £20 6s.

In the case of allowing the premises to be open during prohibited hours the Bench did not convict.”

County Express 1/9/1888

“The annual licensing session took place at the Police Court, Old Hill, on Wednesday.....

The names of the following appeared on the black list, and were dealt with as follows.....

Benjamin Bellingham [sic], landlord of the BELL INN, Cradley Heath, fined £5 and costs for permitting drunkenness, and £10 and
costs for harbouring prostitutes. Mr. Tanfield said that Mr. Bellingham was an old gentleman, and had kept a license for fifty-three
years, and believing that his old age kept him from controlling the house, it had been arranged for a respectable person to take to
the license, and Mr. Bellingham would retire from the premises altogether. It was postponed to the adjourned licensing day.”

County Advertiser 8/9/1888
“On the application of Mr. A. Tanfield an interim authority was given to John Thomas Lewis, in respect of the Old Hill Brewery,
and a like authority to Benjamin Hingley, for the BELL INN, Cradley Heath.”

County Advertiser 27/10/1888 - Advert

“Cradley Heath. Freehold Old-Licensed Inn and Premises.

Mr. T. Pateshall is instructed to Sell by Auction, at the BELL INN, Cradley Heath, on Wednesday, October 31%, 1888, at Six for

Seven o’clock in the Evening, subject to conditions.

All that Highly Valuable Freehold Old-Licensed Public House, the BELL INN, Five Ways, Cradley Heath, for many years in the
occupation of Mr. Benjamin Billingham.

The Property occupies an important and commanding position in a very busy neighbourhood, and fronting a good thoroughfare.




The Premises are very conveniently arranged, and comprise Kitchen, Smoke Room, Bar, large Kitchen, Larder, spacious Club
Room, Four Bed Rooms, and Three good Cellars. There is also large Enclosed Yard, with Brewhouse; Stabling for Eight Horses,
and Coach House, together with a right of cartway from the High Street.

For further information and to inspect Plan, apply to Messrs. John Wright and Tanfield, Solicitors, Cradley Heath, Halesowen and
Blackheath; or the Auctioneer, Cradley Heath.”

Dudley Mercury 11/5/1889

“John Billingham (25), Five Ways, Cradley Heath, was charged with being drunk and disorderly, on the licensed premises of the
Elizabeth Sophia Hingley, BELL INN, Cradley Heath, on the 4" inst, and also with assaulting the landlady.

Mr. Tanfield prosecuted, and said that on the night in question defendant went to the BELL INN. This was the fourth occasion on
which the defendant had been to the house and made a disturbance. He was a notorious character, and had been convicted in that
Court nine times for various offences. When he came into the BELL INN he was drunk, and asked for beer, which was refused
him. There were a number of people in the house, and some way or other defendant got some beer, which the landlady took from
him. Defendant then used very bad language, and the complainant endeavoured to put him out. While she was doing so the de-
fendant struck her several times in the face.

Defendant was fined 10s and costs in the first case, and 20s and costs in the second, the fines and costs amounting to £2 13s; with
the alternative of six weeks’ imprisonment.”

Birmingham Daily Post 27/1/1890
“At a special Police Court on Saturday — before Mr. W. Bassano — Samuel Siviter, ironworker, Netherton, and Robert James Ford,

chainmaker, Cradley Heath, were charged with stealing 5s 6%4d, 20z of tobacco, and two boxes of matches, the property of Eliza-
beth Sophia Hingley, of the BELL HOTEL, on the 24" inst.
Prisoners were remanded until Wednesday next.”

County Advertiser 1/2/1890

“James Robert Ford, chainmaker, Graingers Lane, Cradley Heath, and Samuel Siviter, Netherton, were charged with stealing 5s
6'4d, the property of Elizabeth Hingley, on the 24" ult. Mr. Tanfield appeared to prosecute, and Mr. Waldron appeared for Ford.
Mr. Tanfield stated, in opening, that at nine o’clock on the date named prisoners went to the BELL INN, Cradley Heath, kept by
the prosecutrix, and remained there till about three o’clock in the afternoon. Siviter was hanging about the counter in a suspicious
manner, and the waitress, Mary Ann Mason, removed a quantity of tobacco to a safer place, and locked up the till which con-
tained about 8s, and placed the key in a bowl some distance away. She then went out of the room, and on returning a few minutes
afterwards, the prisoner Siviter had his hand over the till, which was open. She asked him what he was doing, but he made no
reply. Mrs. Hingley then came into the shop and asked Siviter to turn out his pockets as money was missing from the till. Mrs.
Hingley got money out of his hand, and Police-constable Davies was then called in. Siviter told Davies that he had got no money,
but eventually produced 3d. On being searched two shilling pieces were found, a sixpenny piece in the right shoe, two sixpenny
pieces and a threepenny bit in the lining of his hat, and a penny in the lining of his waistcoat. Four half ounces of tobacco and
two boxes of matches were also found in his coat pocket. Mrs. Hingley identified the tobacco and matches as her property. With
regard to Ford, Mr. Tanfield stated that he was present during the whole of the time, and was in a position to see what took place.
When asked by the officer to turn out his pockets, Ford produced 6'4d in coppers.

Mary Ann Mason, waitress, gave evidence in keeping with Mr. Tanfield’s statement, and stated further that Ford since being bailed
out had asked her to say he was reading the newspaper at the time of the robbery.

Prosecutrix and her daughter, Mary Jane Hingley, also gave evidence, the latter deposing that she served both men with drinks
during the day. They were both customers. Ford was a respectable young fellow, and witness lent him a shilling that morning out
of which he paid for something to drink. Siviter, after drinking for some time, called for half a pint of fourpenny, and remarked
when paying that it was the last halfpenny he had got.

Police-constable Davies gave evidence to searching Siviter, and to finding the money, tobacco, and matches upon him. He arrest-
ed Siviter and Ford, who were both drunk. When they were sober he charged them. Ford said he knew nothing of the affair; and
Siviter made no reply.

On behalf of Ford, Mr. Waldron said there was no evidence whatever to show that he was in any way connected with the robbery.
As to him seeing what took place, he might have been asleep, because it was admitted by the police that he was under the influ-
ence of drink.

The Bench dismissed Ford, but said they were of opinion that his conduct was suspicious and blameable. The police were perfect-
ly justified in arresting him. Siviter would be sent to goal for a month with hard labour.”

County Express 8/2/1890

“At the Old Hill Police Court, on Wednesday, before Messrs. W. Holcroft and W. W. Wiggin, Mr. A. Tanfield applied for an inter-
im authority on behalf of the BELL INN, Cradley Heath. He remarked that the premises had been sold by Mrs. Sophia Elizabeth
Hingley to Mr. Plant, brewer, of Netherton, who was desirous of putting a respectable person in management, named Mr. Samuel
Henry Shaw.

Superintendent Woollaston opposed the application, on the ground that the present owner of the license — Sophia Elizabeth Hing-
ley — was to be charged at the Court that morning with being drunk on licensed premises, and also with felony. The house had
been badly conducted for some time. He asked the magistrates to withhold their decision until after Sophia Hingley’s case had
been adjudicated upon. The magistrates pointed out if the landlady was convicted of felony there would be no license attached to
the house, and they had no alternative but to adopt the superintendent’s suggestion.




Mr. Tanfield said such a course would be detrimental to his client.

Superintendent Woolaston: Mr. Plant must have known what had been going on at the house when he completed the purchase.
The magistrates then proceeded with the business of the Court.

Later on Mr. Tanfield said three summonses were issued against Sophia Hingley, one of which was for being drunk on her own
licensed premises, and, as it would be necessary to have a medical man, he asked for an adjournment of the case, to enable him to
produce one. The other charge against the defendant was for larceny.

Mr. Waldron said his client, Mr. Rowland Morgan, brewer, was charged with the same offence, and he was willing to agree to an
adjournment if the Bench were willing to accede to Mr. Tanfield’s application.

The adjournment was granted.”

Birmingham Mail 9/2/1890
“At the Old Hill Police Court to-day, Elizabeth Sophia Hingley, landlady of the BELL INN, Scholdings Green Road, Cradley

Heath, pleaded guilty to being drunk on her licensed premises on the 23 and 31* of January. Mr. Clulow prosecuted, and Mr. H.
Jackson defended.

Police-sergeant Hayward stated that on the 23" of January he visited the defendant’s house, when he saw defendant sitting in

an armchair, but upon being aroused it was found she was drunk. Other officers were in company with him. On the 31%, when
he again visited the house, he found her intoxicated, and she invited him to have a drink and say nothing about it. Mr. Jackson
tendered a plea of guilty on behalf of his client, and in extenuation said that the defendant was in an extremely nervous condition,
and had been since her husband’s death, two years ago. She had been engaged for sixteen years in the trade. The bench fined
defendant 10s and costs in each case.

Elizabeth Sophia Hingley, of the BELL INN, Cradley Heath, and Rowland Morgan were then charged with stealing three fowls,
the property of Josiah Heatheridge, of Cradley Heath. Mr. Clulow prosecuted, and Mr. Jackson defended.

From the evidence it appeared that prosecutor’s fowls used to run over Mrs. Hingley’s land and premises. The fowls, it was
alleged, were caught upon the defendant’s premises and killed, both defendants participating in the act. Prosecutor admitted ac-
cepting 9s as compensation. Mr. Jackson contended the charge should have been reduced to one of wilful damage. After the case
had proceeded a short time this course was adopted. The defendants were ordered to pay the costs between them, the case being
dismissed. The costs amounted to £3 9s 6d.

Mr. Jackson made an application for the transfer of the license of the BELL INN, Scholdings Green Road, from Elizabeth Sophia
Hingley to Mr. Plant, brewer, of Netherton. Mr. Clulow opposed the application. The application was granted.”

County Express 7/6/1890

“Joseph Bradley, Scholding Green Road, Cradley Heath, was charged with being drunk on the licensed premises of William Henry
Little, the BELL INN, Cradley Heath, on the 27% ult.

Mr. Tanfield prosecuted, and said defendant damaged a glass window, value 15s, whilst being put out of the house.

For refusing to quit defendant was fined 5s and costs, for the drunkenness 2s 6d and costs, and for the damage he was fined 2s and
costs and the 15s damage.”

Birmingham Daily Post 16/10/1890
“Yesterday, at the Old Hill Police Court, William Henry Little, landlord of the BELL INN, Scholding Green, Cradley Heath, was

charged with attempting to commit suicide on the 22" ult, by shooting himself with a revolver. When he recovered consciousness
he was questioned by a police sergeant, and he said he did not know why he had shot himself, as he had no cause for doing so.

Dr. De Denne said he found a gun shot wound in defendant’s right temple, but could not trace the bullet. Dr. O’Dowd said he had
for some years attended the defendant for rheumatic fever and severe pains in his head. Whilst suffering from these pains witness
thought he was not responsible for his actions. Prisoner was committed to the next quarter sessions, bail being allowed.”

County Express 13/12/1890

“At the Staffordshire Quarter Sessions on Tuesday, William Henry Little, on bail, pleaded guilty to attempting to commit sui-

cide on September 22™ at Cradley Heath. He said he committed the offence not knowing what he was doing. Mr. Pearson, who
appeared for the prisoner, said he was labouring at the time under circumstances of great mental and bodily anguish. He had the
character of a most respectable man, but he had to work very long hours at a public house of which he had charge; and he suffered
very seriously from rheumatic fever. Domestic complications ensued, and in a sort of desperation he rushed out and tried to kill
himself.

Prisoner was sentenced to one day’s imprisonment, the effect of which was that he was discharged.”

Charles Henry Partridge (1863 - 1935) was known as Harry.
He married Louisa Beasley.

1891 Census

Scolding Green Road — BELL INN

[1] Charles H. Partridge (28), hotel manager, born Rowley;
[2] Louisa Partridge (28), wife, born Rowley;

[3] Laura Partridge (8), daughter, scholar, born Rowley;

[4] Samuel Partridge (5), son, scholar, born Rowley;

[5] Phoebe Davis (17), servant, born Greets Green:



County Advertiser 29/8/1891

“The annual licensing sessions for Rowley Petty Sessional Division were held last Wednesday.....

The magistrates said they were pleased to learn that there had been a decrease in the drunken cases. They then proceeded to con-
sider the ‘black list’.....

Charles Henry Partridge, of the BELL INN, Cradley Heath, convicted of supplying ale to a drunken person, May 23" ..... applied
for a renewal of their licenses through Mr. Waldron, who commented on the respectability of the applicants, and urged that the
Bench should not exercise their discretion and take away the licenses because of one conviction ...... Renewed.”

AND

County Express 29/8/1891

“The annual licensing sessions for the Rowley Regis division of Staffordshire were held at the Police Court, Old Hill, on Wednes-
day.....

Mr. W. Waldron made the application on behalf of Charles Henry Partridge, of the BELL INN, Cradley Heath, for the renewal of
the license to him. Inspector Bishop said Mr. Partridge was fined on May 20™ last for supplying drink to a drunken person and
was fined 20s and costs; and the previous occupier was fined twice. Since the last conviction Mr. Partridge had conducted the
house well. Renewed.”

County Advertiser 10/10/1891

“Mr. J. L. Holberton (Brierley Hill), applied for the transfer of the license of the BELL INN, Scolding Green Road, Cradley Heath,
from Charles Henry Partridge to Alfred Guest. The applicant bore a good character, and was to manage the house for Mr. Thomas
Plant.

In reply to questions put by Inspector Bishop applicant said he had been addicted to betting and horse racing, but had now given
that up. He had conducted the LOCOMOTIVE INN for four years without any conviction.

Inspector Bishop said in nine cases out of ten men who determined to give up betting could not do it, and there were large facto-
ries in the neighbourhood which employed young men who were liable to be led astray.

Ultimately the application was granted, the Bench cautioning the applicant as to the way he conducted the house.”

Midland Sun 22/4/1893

“John Sefton was charged with being drunk and disorderly on licensed premises on the 14" inst. Inspector Bishop deposed that
at 9.40pm on the day in question he found the defendant at the bar of the BELL INN, Cradley Heath, kept by Alfred Guest. The
defendant while in a very drunken condition had taken his clothes off and was trying to sell them to the bystanders. He was fined
20s and costs.”

County Advertiser 2/11/1895

“A notable figure has this week disappeared from Cradley Heath, by the death of Mr. Benjamin Billingham, better known through-
out the district as ‘Benny Fiddler.” On account of his remarkable obesity — he weighed about twenty-six stone — his name was a
well-known one throughout the whole district. Notwithstanding that obesity is usually a token of physical weakness, he attained
the ripe age of 84 years. For about 55 years he was a licensed victualler in Cradley Heath, and for fifty years of that time he kept
the BELL HOTEL. For a long period he was hoisted up to bed at night instead of mounting the stairs in the usual way. Since re-
tiring from business his health has been good, and until recently he has taken his customary yearly trip to Bromsgrove fair, where
he was well known. During the last six months the increasing infirmities of age began to tell upon him; but he still managed to
get out of doors when the weather was favourable, until a few weeks ago. Death came rather suddenly on Wednesday morning, at
about five o’clock, at his residence at Scholding Green Road.”

County Advertiser 9/11/1895

“Mr. Benjamin Billingham, better known throughout the district as ‘Benny Fiddler,” whose death was reported last week in our
columns, was buried on Monday last at St. Luke’s Church. After his death, many acquaintances asked for the opportunity of a last
look at the well-known figure; and a large crowd assembled on Monday to witness the funeral rites. The ceremony was performed
by the Rev. E. A. Cooke, vicar of the parish, who also accompanied the funeral cortege from the house. Three sons and several
grandchildren of the deceased attended as mourners. The service in the church was fully choral, and at the close the organist
played the ‘Dead March,’ in Saul upon the organ. Wreaths were sent by several friends.”

County Advertiser 12/12/1896 - Advert

“Benjamin Billingham, Deceased.

Pursuant to the Act of Parliament 22" and 23" Vic, ¢.35, intitutled An Act to further Amend the Law of Property and to relieve
Trustees.

Notice is Hereby Given that all Creditors and other Persons having any Claims or Demands against the Estate of the said Benja-
min Billingham, late of Scholding Green Road, Cradley Heath, in the County of Stafford, Gentleman, deceased (who died on the
30" day of October, 1895, and whose Will was proved in the Lichfield District Probate Registry of Her Majesty’s High Court of
Justice on the 29" day of February, 1896, by John Billingham (since deceased), Benjamin Billingham, and Jeremiah Billingham,
the surviving Executors therein named) are hereby Required to send the Particulars, in writing, of their Claims or Demands to
me, the Undersigned, the Solicitor for the said Executors, on or before the 31 day of December Next, after which date the said
Executors will proceed to Distribute the Assets of the said Deceased amongst the Persons entitled thereto, having regard only to
the Claims and Demands of which they shall then have had notice, and they will not be liable for the Assets of the said Deceased




or any part thereof so Distributed to any Person or Persons of whose Claims or Demands they shall not then have had notice.
Dated this 8" day of December, 1896.
Joseph Wright, Cradley Heath, Staffordshire. Solicitor for the said Executors.”

Benjamin Billingham left a considerable estate of property which was sold at Auction.
There were several court actions over the will.

County Advertiser 20/3/1897

“On Monday morning an inquest was held by Mr. A. A. Betham (deputy coroner) at the BELL INN, Scholding Green Road, Crad-
ley Heath, respecting the death of Millie May Moulding, sixteen months old, whose parents reside in Scholding Green Road.

The mother, Harriet Moulding, stated that on the 11" inst, at 12-15 in the morning, she left the house, and deceased was playing
with several other children at the time. When she returned she was told that deceased had been found in a tub. A doctor was sent
for, but upon his arrival he said the child was dead.

Edward Moulding, father of deceased, said he had just returned home from work when he heard the neighbours shout out that the
child was in the tub. He rushed out of the house and pulled the child out.

Police-constable Winn said the water in the tub was three feet deep.

The Jury returned a verdict of Found Drowned.”

County Express 15/5/1897 - Advert
“For Sale, Cheap, a Capital Brown Horse, 16hs 3in, eight years, quiet; would suit a Hawker.
Apply BELL HOTEL, Cradley Heath.”

County Advertiser 12/11/1898

“James Homer, chainmaker, of Lomey Town, Cradley Heath, was charged with assaulting Robert Horton, landlord of the BELL
HOTEL, Cradley Heath, on the 31* ult. Prosecutor stated that defendant and his brother had a quarrel in his house on the night
in question. He was trying to get defendant out of the house when he struck him a violent blow on the mouth. Defendant, who
admitted the offence, was fined 1s and costs.”

County Advertiser 17/6/1899

“Cradley Heath St. Luke’s Football Club held their first annual supper a short time ago at the BELL HOTEL, Cradley Heath, and
the secretary presented a very satisfactory report. This stated that the matches played had been 28, of which 20 were won, 7 lost,
and 1 drawn, while the number of goals scored for was 128, against 43. An excellent supper was provided, after which the eve-
ning was spent in harmony. Mr. Sykes proposed, and Mr. Evans seconded, a vote of thanks to the host and hostess for the way in
which they had catered for them, and this was heartily accorded.”

County Advertiser 4/11/1899

“Stephen Harris, Queen Street, Cradley Heath, was charged with being disorderly on the licensed premises of Robert Hawkes
[sic], and refusing to leave when requested, on the 28" ult.

Robert Horton, landlord of the BELL HOTEL, Cradley Heath, said that on the date named, about nine o’clock at night, defendant
came into his house and called for a pint of ale without giving him the money. Complainant refused to supply him. Defendant
then began to be abusive, and was ordered out. Defendant would not go out when requested, but remained a quarter of an hour
afterwards.

Silvia Horton, wife of complainant, corroborated.

Defendant was further charged with being drunk and disorderly, and this case was proved by Police-sergeant Pitcher and Po-
lice-constable Bucknell. Defendant was fined 10s and costs in the first case, and the latter was dismissed.”

West Bromwich Weekly News 1/9/1900

“On Monday, Mr. H. A. Pearson (Coroner) held an inquest at the BELL INN, Scolding Green Road, Cradley Heath, respecting the
death of John Matthews (64), blacksmith, who was found dead in an attic of his residence on Friday night. Mrs. Matthews, the
widow, stated that her husband had been very much depressed during the last few days in consequence of a son having left home.
About 1.30 on Friday afternoon deceased went upstairs, saying he was going to have a nap. Later in the day, his daughter found
him suspended from the bannister rails in the attic by means of a handkerchief. A man named Kimberley cut the body down, and
Dr. Bell was summoned, but pronounced life as extinct. The jury returned a verdict of Suicide whilst Temporarily Insane.”

1901 Census

Scholding Green Road — BELL INN

[1] Robert Horton (24), chain manufacturer, born Cradley Heath;
[2] Annie Horton (24), wife, born Quarry Bank;

[3] Walter Horton (3 months), son, born Cradley Heath:

County Express 5/10/1901

“Thomas Jones, a youth, living at Dudley Wood, was charged with stealing half-a-crown belonging to Robert Horton, landlord
of the BELL HOTEL, Scholding Green Road, Cradley Heath, on the 27" ult. Horton said in consequence of thefts he put 19s 6d
in marked coins in the till on the 27" ult. Soon after Police-constable Maisey produced a marked half-crown, and witness found




upon counting the money which he had put in the drawer that a half-crown was missing.

Annie Horton said the boy Jones went to the hotel and asked for some beer and cigarettes. She supplied him, and he paid for the
cigarettes. She left him in the passage while she went to book the beer.

Police-constable Maisey said he was concealed on the premises, and saw the last witness serve the boy. As soon as he saw her
go to book the beer, the defendant went to the till, opened it with his left hand, and took out half-a-crown. He then picked up his
bottles of beer and went out of the house. Witness arrested him immediately, and found the half-crown in the boy’s left trousers
pocket. He charged the defendant, who said he had never taken anything before, and that he was very sorry.

He was fined £2 and costs.”

Benjamin Billingham Jnr. was the son of Benjamin and Ann.

He was born in the 3" quarter of 1844.

In 1901 he was a boarder at 45, Scholding Green Road.

He died in the 4 quarter of 1903, unmarried and without issue, and was buried at St. Luke’s Church, Cradley Heath.

County Express 18/10/1902

“An inquest was held at the BELL HOTEL, by Mr. A. H. Pearson, coroner, relative to the death of James Male, a miner, aged 37,
formerly of 58, Foxoak Street. Deceased worked at No.19 pit, belonging to the Earl of Dudley, and on Thursday morning went
to work apparently in his usual health. About 11 o’clock he complained of internal pains, so he was taken home in a conveyance.
He died about 12.30pm, and Dr. Fryer, who was summoned, could only pronounce life extinct. A verdict of Death from Natural
Causes was returned.”

County Advertiser 10/3/1906

“The Sick Room Requisites Fund.....

The sub-committee reported to a meeting of the committee held on Monday evening at the BELL INN, Five Ways, when there
were present some 20 delegates representing the Foresters, Free Gardeners, Druids, Rechabites, Modern Masons, and the Parish
Church Burial Society.....”

Benoni Buttery was also a brewer.
In a newspaper advert he stated that he always kept “his famous Home Brewed Ales in splendid condition.”

County Express 12/9/1908

“On Wednesday evening the committee of the Friendly Societies’ Parade met at the PLOUGH AND HARROW INN, Mr. W.
Coley presiding over a large attendance. The following was a complete list of those boxes which contained amounts of 1s and
upwards.....

Mr. B. Buttery, BELL HOTEL, 5s 9%.d.”

County Express 9/1/1909

“Dividend Clubs..... BELL HOTEL (Cradley Heath).

The annual supper was attended by about 50 members, who enjoyed the excellent catering of the host and hostess, Mr. and Mrs.
Benoni Buttery. After the drawing of the cloth, Mr. A. Bate presided. Songs were rendered by Messrs. B. Bradley, I. Williams, S.
Westwood, E. Westwood, S. Baker, W. Grazier, and Benoni Buttery. Votes of thanks closed a pleasant evening.”

Tipton Herald 7/8/1909

“The annual supper in connection with the BELL HOTEL [Sick and Draw] Club was held on August 2", when about 40 sat down
to an excellent spread, served by the Host and Hostess (Mr. and Mrs. Benoni Buttery), and to which full justice was done. After
the cloth had been drawn Mr. Amos Bate was elected to the chair.....”

County Express 26/3/1910

“Two freehold dwelling houses, situate in Surfeit Hill, Corngreaves Road, Cradley Heath, in the occupation of Messrs. S. Stringer
and J. Stringer, and estimated to produce a rental of £30 a year, were offered for sale by auction by instructions of Mr. S. Stringer,
at the REINDEER INN, Cradley Heath, on Monday. They were sold for £425 to Mr. B. Buttery, of the BELL HOTEL, Dudley
Wood Road, Cradley Heath. Auctioneer, Mr. E. O. Nightingale; solicitor, Mr. George Williams, both of Cradley Heath.”

1911 Census

Dudley Wood Road — YE OLD BELL HOTEL

[1] Benoni Buttery (39), licensed victualler, born Old Hill,

[2] Martha Buttery (38), wife, married 19 years, assistant in business, born Cradley Heath;
[3] Frederick J. Buttery (18), son, engineer’s fitter, born Cradley;

[4] Fanny Buttery (12), daughter, school, born Old Hill;

[5] Annie Vincent (19), domestic servant, born Quarry Bank;

[6] Lucy Forrest (21), domestic servant, born Old Hill:

Birmingham Mail 21/7/1914 - Advert
“General Servant (good) Wanted; character required.



Apply, Mr. B. Buttery, BELL HOTEL, Cradley Heath.”
Benoni Buttery — see also BULLS HEAD and SALUTATION.

Dudley Chronicle 9/10/1915

“Saturday proved a wretched day for the cycle and fancy dress parade promoted by the Cradley Heath Patriotic Committee. For
the first day for many weeks the sun decided to remain indoors, and from start to finish there was a steady downpour of rain which
made it very uncomfortable for exhibitors and spectators alike.....

There were not many vehicles in the procession. Mr. Botfield, of the BELL HOTEL, accompanied by his son, who was dressed as
a Chinaman, and Mr. Josiah Bloomer, was with a brewer’s dray advertising ‘the best that could be brewed’ ..... the winners of the
prizes were ..... Tradesman’s turnout: 1. W. Botfield, BELL HOTEL, Cradley Heath.....

Mr. Edwards said he was sorry the weather had been so unfavourable. Still a good show had been made, and they would be able
to hand over a good sum for the benefit of local soldiers and sailors.”

Robert William Botfield — see also ANCHOR and BEEHIVE, Cradley Heath, and BLUE BALL, Old Hill.
A meeting was held here on 25" August 1925 to form the Cradley Heath LVA. William Botfield was elected president.

Richard Jones was married to Edith.

1939 Register
Dudley Wood Road — BELL HOTEL

[1] Doris Botfield, date of birth 16/11/1900, unpaid domestic duties, married;
[2] Denis B. Botfield, dob 6/10/1922, spot welding apprentice, single;
[3] William Botfield, date of birth 28/5/1924, electric engineering apprentice, single;

William Botfield — see also WIZARD AND GLASS.
A team from here took part in the Cradley Heath Domino League. [1960]

Sandwell Evening Mail 16/8/1988

“Bangers with everything — that’s the boast of a new pub in Cradley Heath which will be relying on traditional grub to pull in the
crowds. The CRADLEY SAUSAGE WORKS will open tomorrow night and is the latest in the Little Pub Company’s chain of
novelty pubs.

Sausages are the theme of the new premises and on the menu will be bangers and mash as well as sausage, beans and gravy. The
famous Desperate Dan Pie will also be served.

Little Pub Company owner Mr. Colm O’Rourke said, ‘The CRADLEY SAUSAGE WORKS is another of our unusual pubs. The
new pub is all to do with sausages which is a traditional food. Many people get a craving for the old types of food, many of which
are vanishing as modern day fast food stores shoot up everywhere. The pub is being fitted out like a genuine old sausage works
and has Victorian style panelling.’

The Little Pub Company first became popular when the DRY DOCK was opened at Netherton with a canal boat put inside the
premises to act as the bar.

Then other pubs were opened including the LITTLE WHITE LION at Colley Gate, the LITTE PIE FACTORY at Tipton and the
Little Pack Horse at Bewdley.

Desperate Dan Pie was first served at the DRY DOCK and soon became a favourite dish.”

John Whitlow — see also LOYAL LODGE, Halesowen.

Sandwell Evening Mail 6/6/1990

“Sick of Soccer? Dreading the World Cup? For the next month football will flood telly and radio with live matches, action
replays and expert opinion. But you can escape it! Our World Cup Survival Guide offers dozens of ways to get kicks elsewhere —
and save some cash as well.....

Pubs withno TV ..... CRADLEY SAUSAGE FACTORY, Five Ways Cradley Heath.”

Sandwell Evening Mail 30/3/1991

“People were injured by flying glass when a stag party fight broke out at a Black Country pub. Frightened customers ran for cover
and others were dragged outside to safety when trouble flared at 10.55 last night at the SAUSAGE WORKS pub, St. Annes Road,
Cradley Heath.

Fighting broke out after a man in a coach party of 30 young people started taking his clothes off. About 15 people started fighting
and two dozen glasses, seven chairs, an antique mirror and an expensive leaded window were smashed.

Several people were injured by flying glass, including landlord Mr. Timothy Basche. Mr. Basche said today, ‘I received a tele-
phone call from a coach firm yesterday morning to say that a stag group of 30 young men would be visiting the pub. They joined
other customers in the bar but fighting broke out when one man started taking his clothes off. One of our regular customers was
struck by a chair as he telephoned for help and I was cut by flying glass.” One or two other people were also cut but at least half




the 30-strong party tried to calm the troublemakers. ‘Some people were dragged outside to safety and eventually all 30 were driv-
en off in the coach,” Mr. Basche added. The pub had a good reputation and that was the first of its kind at the premises, he said.

It was renamed SAUSAGE AND PORTER.
It closed as the SAUSAGE AND PORTER on 12 April 1998.
It reopened as the RED HEN.

It closed in 1999.
It was converted into housing.

BELL

Rowley Village, ROWLEY REGIS

OWNERS

LICENSEES

William Mills [1822] — [1834]
Joseph Hackett [1857]—1861);
Sarah Lowe (1861 —[ ]
Frederick Haynes [1869]

NOTES

Staffordshire Advertiser 19/10/1822

“Staffordshire Michaelmas Sessions.....

George Hodgetts, a youth of 16, was indicted for stealing three one-pound notes and divers silver and copper monies, the property
of Wm. Mills, at Rowley Regis. The prosecutor, Mills, keeps a public house at Rowley Regis; the prisoner came to his house on
the 19" September last, and drank some ale there, he remained in the house about two hours; a short time after he had left it, some
person told witness that he was being robbed; and on going up stairs he found the prisoner escaping from one of the chamber win-
dows; witness missed three pound bills from the desk, and some silver and copper from the top of a chest of drawers.

A woman of the name of Bennett saw the prisoner come out of Mill’s window, and go to the next door (the house where he
lodged), she followed him, and received four shillings in copper from the Mistress of the house, which she desired her to take to
Mills, saying at the same time that Hodgetts had robbed Mills.

Thos. Partridge, the constable, apprehended the prisoner on the Monday after the robbery; found nothing on his person; he said he
had taken no notes and silver, only the copper.

From the circumstance that this prisoner, although of such tender years, had been twice before charged with similar offences, and
in one instance had received the punishment inflicted by the law, he was sentenced to transportation for seven years.

The prosecutor’s expenses in the case were not allowed for his very blameable conduct in permitting a child, like the prisoner, to
tipple in his house.”

Aris’ Birmingham Gazette 1/1/1838 - Advert
“Young Horses, Prime Fat Cattle, and Farming Stock.

To be Sold by Jesse Wright, on Tuesday the 9" day of January inst, the Farming Stock upon the Cakemore House Farm, near
Black Heath.....
Catalogues may be had on application to the Auctioneer, Dudley, or at the BELL INN, Rowley Regis.”

Worcestershire Chronicle 30/12/1857
“Joseph Hackett, landlord of the BELL INN, Rowley Regis, was fined 10s and costs, for having his house open on Sunday morn-
ing, the 20™ inst, before half-past twelve o’clock.”

Staffordshire Advertiser 10/7/1858- Notice

“County Of Stafford. Weights And Measures. District C, or South Staffordshire.

Notice is hereby given that William Tullett, the Inspector of Weights and Measures for District C, or South Staffordshire, will at-
tend at the undermentioned times and places, for the purpose of comparing and examining all such Weights and Measures as shall
be brought to him for that purpose, and Stamping such of them as shall be found correct.....

At the BELL INN, at Rowley Regis, on Thursdays, July 15", August 12th, and September 9™, 1858, at ten o’clock am.”



Frederick Haynes = Frederick Haines

Stourbridge Observer 18/4/1868

“On Tuesday an inquest was held at the BELL INN, before Mr. E. Hooper, Esq, Coroner, touching the death of a man named Wil-
liam Haycock, aged 54 years, who died very suddenly on Sunday night last.

From the evidence of Mrs. Haycock it appears that the deceased resided at Spring Field, near Rowley, and that on Sunday morn-
ing he, in company with herself, went to Netherend to see his son. In the evening they commenced their return, but deceased was
taken very poorly, and when opposite the BELL INN he sat down on a Bench in front of the house, while she called up some of
the inmates and obtained three-pennyworth of brandy. With some difficulty they got the deceased to swallow it, and then seeming
to be very cold, permission was asked to take him into the house to the fire. He was led into the house, and in about five minutes
afterwards he expired.

As soon as possible Mr. Hodgson was present, but deceased was quite dead.

The Coroner was very particular in ascertaining what he had had during the day, and whether his wife had partaken of the same
things. Having been satisfied on this point, the jury returned a verdict of Died from Natural Causes.”

Stourbridge Observer 1/5 1869

“At the Petty Sessions, on Wednesday last, before F. W. G. Barrs and N. Hingley, Esqrs, Frederick Haines was charged by William
Laister with assaulting him on the 23 ult. Mr. Addison appeared for the defence.

Complainant said on the above date he was at Rowley at defendant’s house, the BELLS. Defendant’s wife began to abuse him,
and defendant came out and struck him a severe blow on the mouth. Did not strike defendant in return. Had not spoken to him.
Gave him into custody of Police-constable Slinn, who was there.

Cross-examined: Had put defendant’s wife into the County Court, about some malt. Have been to Mr. Robinson’s, but did not
tell him that they were not fit to live there. Did not put her in the Court out of spite. Was at a club on the Wednesday previous.
Defendant was there in the doorway. Picked up a poker to defend myself. Defendant came to him and asked him what he meant.
Put the poker down. Had some words with the defendant.

Police-constable Slinn said he was stationed at Blackheath. Was at the sale at the BELLS, on the 23", Saw defendant strike com-
plainant on the face. Complainant got out of the way. Complainant gave the defendant into custody.

Richard Parkes proved seeing the defendant rip complainant’s jacket.

Fined 5s and costs; in default 14 days.”

Closed

BELL AND BEAR

71, (26), (8), Gorsty Hill Road, (33, Gorsty Hill), OLD HILL

OWNERS

Thomas Fereday [1860]

Fanny Wright Fereday

Samuel Lowe (acquired in 1895)

Messrs. Grigg and Brettell (acquired on 2™ February 1935)
Ansells Ltd.

Colin Waring

Punch Taverns [2007]

Star (Heineken UK) (acquired on 5" March 2018)

LICENSEES

Edmund Mason [1841]—[1856]
Thomas Fereday [1860] —1865);
Fanny Wright Fereday (1865 —] ]
Sarah Lowe [1865] — 1865);
John and Samuel Lowe (1865 —1 ]
John Lowe [1866]—[1881]
Samuel Lowe [1891] —1934);
Fred Lowe (1934 —1935);

Isaac Bishop (1935);

Thomas Bishop (1935 —1941);
Lilian May Trevis (1941 —1951);



Robert Muir (1951 — 1952);

John Leslie Robinson (1952 — 1957);
Stanley ‘Stan’ Rogers (1957);

Samuel Horace Pugh (1957 — [1962]

Colin Waring [ ]-1978)

Bill Valance [1983]—[1985]

Colin Waring (1988 — [1995]

Martin Corcoran [2001]

Stephanie Corcoran [2004] — [2011]
Stephanie Cox [2011]—[2012]

Stanley John ‘Stan’ Gardner (2014 —[2017]
Natalie and David Clynshaw (2014 —[2022] managers

NOTES

33, Gorsty Hill [1881], [1891]

8, Gorsty Hill Road [1901], [1911]
26, Gorsty Hill Road [1939]

71, Gorsty Hill Road [1992], [2018]

BELLINN [1851], [1880], [1892], [1896], [1904], [1908], [1912], [1916], [1921], [1924], [1940]

1841 Census

Gosty Hill

[1] Edmund Mason (35), victualler, born Staffordshire;
[2] Amelia Hodgetts (17), born Staffordshire;

[3] Elizabeth Hodgetts (4), born Staffordshire:

1851 Census

Gosty Hill

[1] Edmund Mason (48), unmarried, public house keeper, born Rowley Regis;
[2] Elizabeth Hodgetts (14), house servant, born Rowley Regis:

Birmingham Journal 29/3/1856 - Advert
“Left His Home.

On Wednesday, the 19" inst, Mr. Edmund Mason, of Gosty Hill, Rowley, Publican, Left his Residence, and has not since been
heard of. He is 54 years of age, about 5 feet 6 inches in height, lusty, and stout built; had on, when last seen, a white smock frock,
cassimere breeches, and a pair of new half-boots. Information respecting him will be gratefully received by his disconsolate rela-
tives, William Davies, Oakeywell Street, Dudley; or Mrs. Stainton, the LORD WARD ARMS, Rowley, Staffordshire.”

Black Country Bugle - Pub of the Month

“.....That was when the farmstead was first converted into a tavern with stabling and a wheelwright’s and a blacksmith’s forge .....
The family prospered. In 1860, Thomas Fereday owned the property. He married into the wealthy Wright family of Old Hill, and
when he died in 1865, the BELL and surrounding lands passed to his daughter Fanny Wright Fereday. She married Edward Lloyd
Gatacre but they were divorced in 1877. Around that period the inn was known locally as ‘Fanny’s.” She stayed at the BELL
until 1895, when Mr. Samuel Lowe purchased the public house which he owned until his death in 1934. It was then acquired by
Messrs. Grigg and Brettell who were subsequently taken over by Ansells.”

County Advertiser 25/8/1866

“Rowley annual licensing meeting was held yesterday.....

There were 82 applications for the renewal of licenses, all of which were granted with the exception of that of John Lowe, of the
BELL, Gorsty Hill, whose certificate was suspended till the adjourned meeting.”

John Lowe, beer retailer, Gorsty Hill [1870]

Aris’s Birmingham Gazette 26/3/1870
“The common nail makers have been for some time complaining of deviations made by some of the masters from the list of prices

unanimously agreed to on the 15" of September, 1869, when a disastrous and protracted strike terminated. It appears that a firm
having an out-warehouse at Kates Hill, Dudley, have particularly offended in this respect. In consequence a meeting of the com-
mittee of the Amalgamated Association of Nailmakers was held a short time ago, at Mr. Jno. Lowe’s, the BELL INN, Gosty Hill,
when Mr. Price presided; and it was resolved that he should wait upon the firm referred to, in reference to the reduction of 5 per
cent, and in some instances of 10 per cent, which they were making from the recognised trade list. It was also resolved that, in the
event of the firm refusing to abide by the trade list, Mr. Price should be empowered to put the nailers of the Kates Hill district on



strike.

After waiting upon the firm, and obtaining a promise that the list price should be conceded, Mr. Price took no further action till
yesterday, when, ascertaining that the Kates Hill nailers were still being paid at the reduction, he instructed them to take out no
more iron, and announced that whilst on strike they would be supported by the association.

He had also convened an open-air meeting, to be held at twelve o’clock on Monday, in Porters Field, Dudley.”

1871 Census

Gosty Hill

[1] John Lowe (38), licensed victualler, born Rowley Regis;
[2] Elizabeth Lowe (29), wife, born Rowley Regis;

[3] Martha Lowe (14), daughter, born Rowley Regis;

[4] John Lowe (10), son, scholar, born Rowley Regis;

[5] Arthur Lowe (1), son, born Rowley Regis;

[6] Mary Lowe (5 months), daughter, born Rowley Regis;

[7] Samuel Lowe (35), boarder, labourer, born Rowley Regis:

County Advertiser 20/5/1871

“On Tuesday evening, at the house of Mr. Join Lowe, the BELL INN, Gorsty Hill, a new Court was opened, called Bold Robin
Hood, No.5595, of the Ancient Order of Foresters, when about sixteen new members were initiated. Mr. Joseph Gibson, DCR,
presided. Mr. Standish, who was present, was appointed surgeon. Mr. Homer, the District Secretary, was present, and several oth-
er friends. An excellent supper was provided by the host, and the utmost harmony pervaded the whole proceeding. The company
separated well satisfied with the evening’s enjoyment.”

Birmingham Daily Post 15/1/1874
“On Monday a meeting of delegates of the Thousand Nailmakers’ Union was held at the BELL INN, Gosty Green, near Hales

Owen, at which it was resolved to postpone all business till Monday the 19" inst, in consequence of information having been
received that the masters intended to hold a meeting in reference to the trade today.”

County Express 25/7/1874
“Court Bold Robin Hood, No0.5595, held its third anniversary on Monday, July 20%, at the BELL INN, Gosty Hill, when between
thirty and forty sat down to an excellent dinner provided by the host, Bro. John Lowe.....”

County Express 21/7/1877

“Court Robin Hood (5595) of the Ancient Order of Foresters held its sixth anniversary on Monday last, at the BELL INN, Gorsty
Hill, Old Hill. About forty members sat down to dinner. The chair was afterwards occupied by Bro. J. Parsons, CR, and the vice
chair by Bro. E. Parsons, SCR.....”

County Express 24/7/1880

“The annual meeting of Court Bold Robin Hood, No0.5595, of the Ancient Order of Foresters, was held on Monday last at the
BELL INN, Gosty Hill. Forty members sat down to an excellent repast provided by the host, Bro. John Lowe. After the cloth

had been removed the chair was occupied by Bro. Jos. Parsons, PCR, and the vice-chair by Bro. B. Tibbetts, SCR. After the usual
loyal and patriotic toasts had been given and duly responded to, the Chairman, in a few well chosen words, proposed ‘Prosperity
to Court Robin Hood,” coupling with it the name of Bro. John Owen, their Secretary, who in responding, read the report of the past
year, which showed the Court to be in a very flourishing condition. The rest of the time was spent in harmony, and a very enjoy-
able evening was spent.”

1881 Census

33, Gosty Hill - BELL INN

[1] John Lowe (47), licensed victualler, born Rowley Regis;
[2] Elizabeth Lowe (39), wife, born Rowley Regis;

[3] Martha Lowe (23), daughter, born Rowley Regis;

[4] Arthur Lowe (11), son, born Rowley Regis;

[5] Mary Lowe (9), daughter, born Rowley Regis;

[6] Annie Lowe (8), daughter, born Rowley Regis;

[7] Edward Lowe (7), son, born Rowley Regis;

[8] Amy Lowe (4), daughter, born Rowley Regis;

[9] Lucy Lowe (3), daughter, born Rowley Regis;

[10] Sarah Ann Lowe (1), daughter, born Rowley Regis;
[11] Samuel Lowe (44), lodger, labourer at tube works, born Rowley Regis:

1891 Census

33, Gorsty Hill - BELL INN

[1] Samuel Lowe (32), victualler, born Rowley Regis;
[2] Mary Lowe (28), wife, born Rowley Regis;



[3] Fred Lowe (7), son, scholar, born Halesowen;
[4] John Lowe (6), son, scholar, born Rowley Regis;
[5] Frances Elizabeth Partridge (22), domestic servant, born Rowley Regis:

County Advertiser 23/3/1895 - Advert
“Servant Girl Wanted, 16 or 17 years of age.
Apply to Mrs. Lowe, BELL INN, Gorsty Hill, near Halesowen.”

1901 Census

8, Gorsty Hill Road — BELL INN

[1] Samuel Lowe (42), licensed victualler, born Rowley Regis;
[2] Mary Lowe (38), wife, born Rowley Regis;

[3] Fred Lowe (17), son, iron tube examiner, born Halesowen;
[4] John Lowe (16), son, striker iron tubes, born Rowley Regis;
[5] Albert Lowe (9), son, born Rowley Regis;

[6] Louisa Giles (20), domestic servant, born Dudley:

1911 Census

8, Gorsty Hill Road — BELL INN

[1] Samuel Lowe (52), licensed victualler, born Rowley Regis;
[2] Mary Lowe (48), wife, married 28 years, born Blackheath;
[3] John Lowe (26), son, motor engineer, born Rowley Regis;
[4] Albert Lowe (19), son, electrician, born Rowley Regis;

[5] Emma South (30), domestic servant, born Rowley Regis:

Sports Argus 15/5/1915

“The Langley and District Bowling League have been fortunate enough to fill the two vacant places with the Hill and Cakemore
Conservative Club, and BELL INN, Gorsty Hill, so that there will be a good championship contest with ten clubs in the competi-
tion. One of the newcomers, BELL INN, commenced well by defeating BARREL away from home by five points.....”

Birmingham Daily Gazette 26/7/1915
“The Game Of BowlIs..... Friendly Games.....

Old Hill v BELL INN (Gorsty Hill). Played at Old Hill Liberal Club.....”
[Old Hill won 268-230.]

It had a successful bowling team in the 1920s.

It was the headquarters of Blackheath Town FC. [1927/28]

Birmingham Daily Gazette 8/2/1934
“Out of a population of more than 43,000 only four persons were convicted for drunkenness in Rowley Regis last year. When

interim authority was granted to Fred Lowe to carry on the BELL INN, Gorsty Hill, it was stated that his late father, Samuel Lowe,
had held the license 49 years without a single complaint.”

1939 Register
26, Gorsty Hill Road — BELL Public House

[1] Thomas Bishop, date of birth 8/12/1882, licensed victualler, married;
[2] Nellie Bishop, dob 21/1/1884, unpaid domestic duties, married;

[3] Beatrice M. (Bishop) Laing, dob 20/5/1918, shop assistant, single;
[4] Isaac Bishop, dob 19/4/1879, contractor’s labourer, widowed:

Evening Despatch 26/3/1940
“Two motor-cars and a pony and trap were involved in a collision at the junction of Beeches Road and Gorsty Hill Road, Black-

heath, late last night. George Jones, a caravan dweller, of Illey, Halesowen, who was thrown out of the cart, was taken to Dudley
Guest Hospital for treatment, but was not detained. The pony was slightly injured and the trap damaged. The motorists, who
escaped injury, were Pte. Clifford B. Jackson and Arthur Laing, of BELL INN, Gorsty Hill, Blackheath.”

Vince Trevis kept racing greyhounds.

Birmingham Daily Gazette 11/3/1944 - Advert
“Greyhounds: Several young Irish high-class for Sale; guaranteed honest, never raced in England.

Trevis, BELL INN, Gorsty Hill, Blackheath.”

Stanley Rogers was married to Joyce.



See also TRAVELLERS REST, BIRD IN HAND, St. Andrews Street, DOLPHIN and ELEPHANT AND CASTLE, all Netherton.

Sandwell Evening Mail 18/3/1983

“If Snowy the lamb wakes up feeling a bit woolly in the morning it’s probably because he’s got a hangover. The youngster was
rescued by Halesowen licensee, Mr. Bill Valance, from a local market when he was just four hours old after being rejected by his
mother. Bill, aged 49, took him home to the BELL at Gorsty Hill and had to get up during the night to feed him with powdered
ewe’s milk. But now Snowy has developed a taste for something a little more potent, whisky and dry ginger, which he sucks from
Bill’s finger. ‘Snowy loved the odd drink but we don’t want to encourage the habit,” said Bi/l.”

Bill Valance — see also HILLCREST, Kingswinford.

Closed
It reopened in 1988

Sandwell Evening Mail 17/2/1990

“A Sandwell pub which was refurbished at a cost of £100,000 is to be re-opened later this month — by a bear. Hercules, an eight
foot Scottish grizzly, is due to re-open the BELL AND BEAR in Rowley Regis on February 28 at 11.30am. Hercules became well
known in 1980 when he got lost while filming a television commercial.”

Sandwell Evening Mail 3/3/1990

“Hercules the giant grizzly bear tucked into his favourite dish of prawns at the opening of the newly refurbished BELL AND
BEAR pub in Gosty Hill, Rowley Regis. The pub, bought by Colin and Hilary Waring, who previously ran the BARLEY MOW
in Tividale, had been closed for several years. More than £100,000 was spent refurbishing it.”

Sandwell Evening Mail 28/3/1990 - Advert
“Cook Required full time/part time, early evenings.
Please contact the BELL AND BEAR INN, Rowley Regis.”

Sandwell Evening Mail 1/6/1991

“Views extending across miles of open country to Shropshire and other far distant parts can be enjoyed from a Black Country pub
that once faced the horrors of its own bleak business outlook. With its doors firmly barred and bolted, the BELL AND BEAR at
Rowley Regis, Warley, was in grave danger of fading from the scene. That is until it was rescued from a near-derelict state and
given the kiss of life by Colin and Hilary Waring.

Today the pub, perched on the side of Gorsty Hill Road, is in a healthy trading condition and workmen have set about adding a
restaurant to bar and dining facilities already bulging at the beams. ‘We could see the potential even though the pub had been
closed for a long time,” said Colin, who bought the business and is seeing his investment pay off after lots of hard work.

The day I called in, it was clear enough to look out across the heart of the Black Country to the Shropshire hills. ‘We used some
of our leisure time to clear a ‘rubbish tip’ behind the pub and turn it into a garden terrace. It’s a very popular spot in the summer,’
Colin told me.

People flock to the BELL AND BEAR not merely for the panoramic views but also they like what they find inside the pub —a
good range of cask ales and mouthwatering items on a well stocked menu. How about Gornal Smokies, a spicy cheese-flavoured
sausage, or a pork and leek sausage, both from the Lower Gornal kitchens of Robert Middletone, who has won numerous awards
for handmade ‘bangers’ that have become a culinary treat. “We can serve up to 601b of them in a week,’ said Colin, as local busi-
nessmen made a meal of their smokies or considered one of the many other options available as main courses, hot snacks, sand-
wiches, starters, salads or sweets. A Black Belter turns out to be a combination of black pudding, cheese and cucumber. ‘Food

is certainly a big attraction and, because we are open all day during the week, people often come in for a late lunch or an early
evening meal,” said the licensee who was no stranger to the BELL AND BEAR when he arrived three years ago. He first ran it as
a tenant before going off to make a success of another trade venture.

Colin draws his main selection of ales from the Black Country brewery Holt, Plant and Deakin, and also sells a former British
Beer of the Year from Timothy Taylor’s of Keithley, in Yorkshire. ‘It is still predominantly a pub despite all the food we serve,
and people seem to travel miles to visit us,” said the man who certainly put the BELL AND BEAR back on the map.

Pubfile.

Pick of the Pints: Holts Bitter; Draught Burton Ale; Holts Entire Bitter; Benskins Bitter; Timothy Taylors.

Average Price of a Pint: Bitter, £1.09; Mild, £1.05; Lager, £1.30.

Food: Comprehensive menu, including local delicacies.

Facilities: Traditional style bars; large garden area.”

Sandwell Evening Mail 9/10/1991 - Advert
“Female/Male Full time Bar Staff, experience not essential — bubbly personality is.
The BELL AND BEAR INN, Rowley Regis.”

Sandwell Evening Mail 6/7/1992
“They’re the pubs that YOU think are the best in the Midlands — and now they’re all in the running for our prestigious Midland
Town and Country Pub of the Year.....




The Evening Mail has teamed up for the contest with the Midland Counties Brewers’ and Licensed Retailers’ Association, to raise
a toast to the very best of our region’s pubs. Now it is up to the judges, who face a huge task choosing the two winners from the
enormous entry. They’ll be looking for service and standards of comfort demanded by today’s discerning pub-goer. And they will
be awarding marks for another important ingredient of a successful pub — the part it plays as a hub of social life in the communi-

ty.....
BELL AND BEAR INN, Rowley Regis.”

It was one of the last eight finalists in the Evening Mail Midland Pub of the Year competition in 1992.

Sandwell Evening Mail 5/5/1994 - Advert
“Manageress/Manager for busy pub in Blackheath area. Must be prepared to work hard and have bubbly personality. Poss live-in,
not suitable for children. The BELL AND BEAR, Rowley Regis.”

Colin Waring — see also BARLEY MOW, Tividale.
Martin Corcoran married Stephanie McGrath.

Stourbridge News 8/9/2009

“Here’s your chance to shout about your local. The News is looking for the best pubs in Stourbridge, Halesowen and Dudley

— and we want you, the regulars, to make yours an award-winner by voting in our Best Local Pub competition. It could be the
friendly welcome from the landlord, traditional pub grub, sparkling barmaids who never forget your favourite drink, or maybe it’s
somewhere the family is always welcome. Or maybe your local goes that extra mile, throwing a surprise birthday party for you or
raising money for charity. All you have to do is vote for one of the locals featured in our Pub Awards to say thank-you for all that
they have given to your community....

The shortlist of pubs is ..... Halesowen: LIGHTHOUSE, BELL & BEAR, OLD CROWN, WAGON & HORSES.”

Express & Star 28/4/2011

“Royal Wedding fever was sweeping the West Midlands today with 24 hours to go until the historic spectacle.....

There will be a party in the beer garden of the BELL AND BEAR in Gorsty Hill Road, Rowley Regis, from 1pm tomorrow.
[The wedding of Prince William to Kate Middleton.]

Halesowen News 19/12/2011

“Sandwell publicans have been given a crash course in their new responsibilities by local police. The vexed issues of assault,
noise nuisance, fire safety, underage selling and temporary event notices were discussed by the publicans, police, trading standards
and council officers. Sandwell police constable Jim Potts said, ‘Licensees and bar staff are more likely to become victims of
violent crime because of the environmental conditions of their workplace and the consumption of alcohol by their customers. We
felt that by showing licensees what support is available to them and by working together we can contribute to reducing crime and
anti-social behaviour, and help to make people feel safer.’

The event was the first of its kind in Sandwell and was attended by over 50 licensees and bar staff. Stephanie Cox from the BELL
AND BEAR in Rowley Regis said, ‘The day has been really informative. It was good to meet up with other licensees and partner
agencies.’

Paul Archer from the CROSSWELLS in Oldbury added, ‘It was very useful to hear about the new legislation on licensing regula-
tions.””

It reopened on December 19" 2014, after an extensive refurbishment.
Stanley John Gardner, of the WATERFALL, was the licensee.

Express & Star 11/6/2020

“While some support the idea other pub bosses in the region have said as long as the two-metre distancing rule is still in place
opening would not be viable.....

However, Karl Gardner, director of the BELL AND BEAR INN in Cradley Heath, said it would be ‘50/50” whether he would
reopen. ‘It all depends on what the breweries want to do,” he added. “We’d have to get the beer in, and some people will be uncer-
tain about coming to pubs. We’ve lost so much trade because of what’s going on, it’s been a nightmare. We have taken the time
to refurbish the pub.””

Halesowen News 1/8/2020

“A new Eat Out to Help Out postcode checker has been launched by the government that allows you to find out which business in
Halesowen and the surrounding areas are taking part in the scheme.

Eat Out to Help Out officially begins on Monday, August 3. Customers will be able to get a 50 per cent discount on food or
non-alcoholic drinks (up to a £10 discount per diner) at participating establishments. The scheme will run every Monday, Tues-
day and Wednesday until Monday, August 31. Establishments will claim a reimbursement from the government for the discount
they’ve given. Participating establishments may include restaurants, cafés, bars or pubs, work and school canteens and food halls.
Here are the establishments so far registered to take part in the scheme within five miles of Halesowen town centre.....

BELL AND BEAR, Gorsty Hill Road.”




Express & Star 21/2/2022

“A pub was forced to close and customers were evacuated when a large tree fell onto the building and caused extensive damage
during Storm Franklin. The tree fell in the back garden of the BELL AND BEAR INN on Gorsty Hill Road, Rowley Regis, and
split at around 4pm on Sunday. As well as smashing through part of the roof, the tree damaged the bedroom, the kitchen and
living room, with the business forced to shut as a result. It was one of several trees to come down across the region. There is no
timescale for when the BELL AND BEAR will be able to reopen with manager David Clynshaw waiting to hear back from owners
Star Pubs and Bar about repairs. He said, ‘I had a phone call to say one of the trees has come down so I jumped in my car and had
to come back from Surrey. It happened at about 4pm on Sunday afternoon and now there’s a big old tree in the back garden and
when it came down it completely split — and landed on the roof which has caused a hell of a lot of damage and holes in the roof.
I’ve got a javelin spear of wood in my bedroom, damage in the kitchen and further damage to the living room. It’s a bit of a night-
mare. The pub was open at the time, we were trading. People were eating, staff were working and we had to close the pub down.
We had to get people to finish off and then close. The fire brigade came out, water was leaking through and we didn’t know about
electrical sparks, etc. They made it all safe and got the debris off the roof as well. Staff were panicking but thankfully nobody
was hurt or anything.’

A maintenance team has visited the pub and assessed the property and has labelled it as a “priority’ due to the extent of the dam-
age, but the manager is still waiting guidance on the next step. “We’re waiting to see what’s best to do — it could be a few days

or it could be a week (before the pub can reopen), it’s a nightmare,’ said Mr Clynshaw, who has been living at the pub for the last
eight years. He had been visiting family in Surrey and had just finished off a Sunday roast when he received a phone call from his
partner alerting him to the damage which left him ‘massively shocked,” despite initially thinking she was joking. ‘The damage is
extensive and we’re going to need scaffolding to come up around the outside (of the pub). We’re going to need a tree surgeon too
because there’s still part of the tree in the garden which we need to take down ASAP. The tree is nearly as old as the pub and the
tree trunk was very very thick.””

Stanley John Gardner — see also HADEN CROSS and WATERFALL.

[2022]

BIRD IN HAND

39, Upper High Street / Reddal Hill Road, (32, Spinners End), Four Ways, CRADLEY HEATH

OWNERS

William Parkes

Benjamin Price

Mrs. Heming

James Hadley, ROSE AND CROWN (acquired in 1889 for £1,240) (He died 1918)
Joseph Horton, Colmore Row, Birmingham [1920]

Joseph P. Simpkiss, Dennis Brewery, Brierley Hill (acquired in 1930)

LICENSEES

William Parkes [1849] — [1854]
Timothy Parkes [1858]— 1868);
Cornelius Deeley (1868 — 1873);
Mrs. Sarah Deeley (1873);
Sarah Price (1873);

Benjamin Price (1873 — 1882);
Aquila Parkes (1882 — 1889);
John Wright (1889 - ]

Henry Mather [1891]—1925);
Thomas Sidaway (1925 —1931);
Samuel Jukes (1931);

George Willetts (1931 — 1933);
Thomas Priest (1933 —1952);
Thomas Thomas (1952 — 1957);
Jack Cartwright (1957 — 1961);
Mrs. Mary Ann Harris (1961 — 1972);
Mrs. Ann Marie Garbett (1972)



NOTES

Four Ways [1849]

Spinners End [1861], /1896], [1911]

32, Spinners End [1881], [1891], /1904], [1908], [1911], [1912], [1916], [1921], [1924], [1932]
39, Upper High Street [1939], [1940]

William Parkes was also a chain manufacturer. [1849], [1850]

Birmingham Journal 8/6/1850
“A boy named Benjamin Knight, ten years of age, was killed by a quantity of coal falling upon him, whilst at work in a pit belong-

ing to Messrs. Badger, at Old Hill, on Tuesday last. The inquest was held before George Hinchliffe, Esq, on the following day, at
the sign of the BIRD IN HAND, Cradley Heath, when a verdict of Accidental Death was returned.”

Birmingham Journal 29/10/1853 - Advert
“Sale of Household Furniture, Brewing Utensils, Casks, &c, at the BIRD IN HAND, near the Four Ways, Cradley Heath, Rowley.

To be Sold by Auction, by Mr. Bateman, on Monday, the 7" day of November, 1853, upon the Premises as above.

The whole of the Household Furniture, Brewing Utensils, Hogshead, Half-hogshead, and other well-seasoned Casks; excellent
Four-pull Beer Machine, with Piping, &c, complete; set of mahogany Dining Tables, capital Piano-forte, Bedsteads, Bedding, and
various other Effects of the late Mr. William Parkes, of the BIRD IN HAND Public House, near the Four Ways, Cradley Heath,
which will be described in catalogues, to be had from the Auctioneer, Dudley, and at the Place of Sale.

Sale to commence at Eleven o’clock precisely, at which hour the Auctioneer requests a punctual attendance, in consequence of the
large number of lots to be sold.”

Birmingham Journal 19/11/1853 - Advert
“Freehold Public House, Dwelling Houses, Chain and Nail Shops, Gardens, and Premises, at Cradley Heath and Old Hill, in the

Parish of Rowley, and at Darby End, in the Parish of Dudley.

To be Sold by Auction, by Mr. Bateman, on Monday Next, the 21* of November, at Six o’clock in the evening, at the house of Mr.
Noah Fellows, the TALBOT INN, near the Five Ways, Cradley Heath, in the following lots, and subject to conditions then to be
produced.

Lot 1. A newly-erected and well-situated Public House, known by the sign of the BIRD IN HAND, with the Club Room, Brew-
house, Stable, Yard, Garden, and Premises belonging thereto, situate near the Four Ways, at Cradley Heath aforesaid, late in the
occupation of the Proprietor, Mr. William Parkes, deceased.....”

Brierley Hill Advertiser 9/1/1858

“Timothy Parkes, landlord of the BIRD IN HAND, Cradley Heath, was charged with having his house open, for the sale of liquor,
at an illegal hour, on the night of the 25" ult. PC Lucas said he was on duty on the above night, and hearing a noise in defendant’s
house, directed his steps thither, and found four men and a quart of ale in the bar. In defence, defendant said the men had simply
come to sing him a carol, and he thought there could not be much harm in presenting them with a quart of ale for their kindness.
Fined 5s, with costs.”

Timothy Parkes was also a chain and trace manufacturer. [/860]
He was also a chainmaker. [1861], [1864], [1865]

1861 Census

Spinners End

[1] Timothy Parkes (37), victualler and chainmaker, born Rowley Regis;
[2] Elizabeth Parkes (40), wife, born Cradley;

[3] William Parkes (9), son, born Rowley Regis;

[4] Alfred Parkes (7), son, born Rowley Regis;

[5] Aquilla Parkes (19), brother, chainmaker, born Rowley Regis;
[6] George Samders (18), son-in-law, chainmaker, born Cradley;
[7] Elizabeth Sanders (20), daughter-in-law, born Cradley;

[8] Edward Sanders (3), grandson, born Stourbridge;

[9] Elizabeth Pugh (17), general servant, born Rowley Regis:

County Advertiser 22/6/1867 - Advert

“Foresters’ Grand Demonstration, at the Leasowes, Halesowen, July 15%, 1867, by the kind permission of B. Gibbons, Esq.
Persons desirous of Tendering for the Sale of Refreshments and Confectionery at the above Demonstration, will please send in
their Tenders, on or before the 26" inst, addressed to the Secretary, at Mr. Timothy Parkes’s, BIRD IN HAND INN, Cradley Heath,
Brierley Hill.

There will be Two Refreshment and One Confectionery Booths.”




Birmingham Daily Gazette 30/12/1869
“On the afternoon of Tuesday, a number of chainmakers were drinking together at the BIRD IN HAND public house, Four Ways,

Cradley Heath. Three or four of them, it appears, became inebriated, and then commenced larking, a man named Henry Coley
being made the subject of their fun. His face was blackened, and afterwards a quantity of snow was pushed down his back, next
the skin. He appeared to take this in good part for some time, but suddenly turned to one of his companions and asked him if he
had a knife he could lend him to cut his finger nails with. A pocket-knife was given to him, and he immediately thereupon opened
it, and rushed at a man named Edward Bowen, and stabbed him in the neck. Bowen shortly afterwards gave information at the
police station, and was taken by Police-constable Craddock to Mr. Hodgson’s surgery. Mr. Hodgson stitched up the wound, but
said he did not think there was any immediate danger to be apprehended. Coley was at large yesterday.”

[At Old Hill Police Court the Bench treated the case as one of common assault. Henry Coalbourn paid costs.]

Stourbridge Observer 7/1/1871

“Daniel Round was charged with being drunk, and refusing to quit the BIRD IN HAND INN, Spinners End, when requested on
the 26" ult.

Mrs. Daley [sic], the landlady, said defendant was in her house on the above date, drunk. She requested him to leave, but he
refused, and struck her.

Defendant pleaded guilty, and was fined 1s and costs; in default 14 days.”

1871 Census

Reddall Hill Road

[1] Cornelius Deeley (40), licensed victualler, born Rowley Regis;
[2] Sarah Deeley (33), wife, born Rowley Regis;

[3] William Deeley (15), son, chain brightener, born Rowley Regis;
[4] Elizabeth Deeley (12), daughter, born Rowley Regis;

[5] Clara Deeley (7), daughter, scholar, born Rowley Regis;

[6] Albert Deeley (5), son, scholar, born Rowley Regis;

[7] Lotty Deeley (3), daughter, scholar, born Rowley Regis;

[8] Mary A. Deeley (10 months), daughter, born Rowley Regis;
[9] Betty Deeley (73), mother-in-law, born Rowley Regis;

[10] Urena Cooksey (21), domestic servant, born Rowley Regis:

County Advertiser 12/8/1871

“George Hirley, chainmaker, was fined 5s and costs, for assaulting, on the 1* inst, Helena Cooksey, barmaid at the BIRD IN
HAND public house, Cradley Heath.

Benjamin Hirley was fined 5s and costs, for assaulting, on the same day, Sarah Deeley, landlady of the BIRD IN HAND, Cradley
Heath.”

Stourbridge Observer 19/8/1871

“Early on Monday morning Cradley Heath was all astir and hundreds of persons could be seen wending their way towards the
Five Ways to witness the procession of Foresters, which was announced to take place that day. The weather being fine thousands
of persons were present to witness the procession through the various streets. Ten o’clock was the appointed time for starting, but
it was nearly half-past eleven before they got away, owing to their having to wait for some of the Courts from a distance.

The various Courts assembled at the Five Ways, and then formed themselves into order of procession. The following Courts were
represented: No.3068, Hope and Anchor, QUEENS HEAD, Corngreaves Street, Cradley Heath; No.3595, Cable and Anchor,
BIRD IN HAND, Cradley Heath; 4127, Good Samaritan, BEEHIVE, Corngreaves Road, Cradley Heath; 4196, Foresters’ Home,
VINE AND RAILWAY HOTEL, Cradley Heath; 4233, Loyal Shenstone; 4340, Loyal Marlborough, COOKSEY’S HOTEL, Old
Hill; 4398, Moss Rose, ROYAL OAK INN, New Town; 4546, Robin Hood’s Merry Rangers, CROWN INN, Five Ways; 4970,
Lye Reformed, WINDMILL INN, Lye. Although the district of Cradley Heath and Halesowen comprises 36 Courts, only nine
took part in getting up the Fete.

The procession started from the Five Ways, headed by the Cradley Heath Brass Band. The Pensnett Victoria Brass and Reed Band
and the Halesowen Drum and Fife Band also took part in the procession. Each band played lively quick steps passing through
Lomey Town, Five Ways, Four Ways, Reddal Hill, Old Hill, and Haden Hill, en route for Halesowen, passing through the prin-
cipal streets and then to the Leasowes. The procession was three-quarters of a mile in length, and was accompanied with three
magnificent banners bearing suitable mottoes of the Order, and a large number of flags, the members wearing the various badges
of the Order, and accompanied by Robin Hood, Little John, Will Scarlet, Friar Tuck, Shepherds, &c, &c.

On arriving at the beautiful and classic grounds, famed as having been the seat of the poet Shenstone, the procession passed round
the house of B. Gibbons, Esq, who had kindly placed the whole of the grounds at the disposal of the Committee.....

There was a number of shooting galleries, Aunt Sallys, and other things to amuse all classes. During the day a number of balloon
ascents took place.....

It is estimated that between six and seven thousand persons were present, upwards of £100 being taken at the gates, and it is ex-
pected there will be a good surplus in aid of the funds of the Order and General Hospital.

We must not close without a word of praise to the Committee, who were indefatigable in carrying out the arrangements according
to the programme. The refreshments were provided by Mrs. S. Cartwright of Cradley Heath, and the tea and confectionery by Mr.




J. Corns of Wolverhampton.”

County Advertiser 27/7/1872

“The members of the Hand of Providence Friendly Society, held at Mr. Benjamin Price’s, Spinners End, celebrated their second
anniversary on Monday week. Brother Aquilla Parkes presided and Brother William Baker was in the vice-chair. The report
showed an increase of funds, and an addition of 14 members since last anniversary.”

County Advertiser 31/5/1873

“On the 12" ult the members of Court Cable and Anchor, N0.3595, A.O.F. held at the BIRD IN HAND INN, Spinners End,
presented their treasurer with a testimonial in the shape of a handsome silver medal, raised entirely by voluntary subscription, as
a token of the high respect in which he is held by the members. The brothers present sat down (previous to the presentation being
made) to a very substantial dinner. After dinner Brother E. Jones made the presentation of the medal, and Brother Parkes returned
thanks for the very handsome present.”

County Advertiser 14/6/1873
“Thomas Stevens was charged with being drunk and refusing to quit the BIRD IN HAND, Cradley Heath, on the 3% inst. Defen-
dant was fined 5s and costs.”

Sarah Deeley married Benjamin Price in the 3 quarter of 1873.

County Express 18/7/1874

“Joseph Weaver was charged by Benjamin Price, 1andlord of the BIRD IN HAND INN, with being disorderly and refusing to quit
his house when requested to do so on the 8" inst. The wife of complainant said she would not press the case if defendant would
pay the costs, and promise not to offend again. There being some hesitation on his part, the case was adjourned.”

County Express 25/7/1874
“Joseph Weaver, for being disorderly, and refusing to quit the BIRD IN HAND INN, Cradley Heath, when requested to do so on
the 7" inst, was fined 10s and costs, or fourteen days.”

County Advertiser 8/7/1876 - Advert

“Excellent Freehold Well-Established Public House, and Two Retail Shops, at Spinners End, Cradley Heath.

Mr. S. Leonard is instructed to Sell by Auction, at the BIRD IN HAND INN, Spinners End, Cradley Heath, on Tuesday, the 18
day of July, 1876, at Six for Seven o’clock in the Evening, subject to conditions, in one Lot.

All that well-known Old-Licensed Freehold Public House and Extensive Premises, known as the BIRD IN HAND INN, situate
fronting the main road, at Spinners End, Cradley Heath aforesaid, now occupied by Mr. Benjamin Price. The House contains
Liquor Shop, Parlour, Front and Back Kitchens, Three Bed Rooms, large Club Room, and Four good Cellars. The Outbuildings
comprise Brewhouse, Stable, Malt Room, small Office and Warehouse, Piggeries, and other Appurtenances.

The Premises have an additional entrance from a new street leading out of New Town Lane, are advantageously situated, and
having every accommodation for carrying on a large and profitable trade. Several Clubs are attached to the house, and it affords
an unusual opportunity for an energetic man desirous of entering the business.

Also all those Two Valuable Freehold Retail Shops and Premises adjoining and fronting the said main road, each containing Front
Shop, Kitchen, Two Bed Rooms, Cellar, and Brewhouse, together with Two large Chainshops, and other Appurtenances, in the
occupation of Samuel Cooper and Aquilla Parkes.

For further information apply to Mr. Thomas Homer, Solicitor, Brierley Hill and Colley Gate, or the Auctioneer, Cradley Heath.”

County Advertiser 16/6/1877

“James Woodall and David Davis were charged at the instance of Police-constable Cooper, with being drunk and disorderly near
the BIRD IN HAND INN, Spinners End, on Saturday last. The first-named was fined 5s and costs; and the latter, it being his first
offence, 2s 6d and costs.”

County Express 30/6/1877

“A large meeting of chainmakers was held at the BIRD IN HAND INN, Spinners End, on Monday; Mr. Billingham in the chair.
A number of speeches were delivered by chainmakers present, who stated that trade was never so bad as at present, and that their
children were walking about barefooted, and they themselves were worse off than agricultural labourers. It was considered a fair
week’s work for a man to make 6cwt of chain, and after paying his blowers, he only received 11s 6d to keep himself and family.
Letters were read from Messrs. Tinsley and Co. and Messrs. Hartsorne and Taylor agreeing to give the men the price asked for
(the 4s 6d list), and it was resolved that the men in the employ of Messrs. Hartsorne and Taylor be allowed to work on; and it was
also carried unanimously, ‘That the men keep out on strike until all the masters give the 4s 6d list.””

1881 Census

32, Spinners End, Reddall Hill Road

[1] Benjamin Price (57), chainmaker, born Cradley Heath;

[2] Sarah Price (43), wife, born Cradley;

[3] Clara Deeley Price (17), wife’s daughter, born Cradley Heath;



[4] Albert Deeley Price (15), wife’s son, chainmaker, born Cradley Heath;
[5] Mary A. Deeley Price (11), wife’s daughter, scholar, born Cradley Heath;
[6] Martha Price (5), daughter, scholar, born Cradley Heath;

[7] Betty Deeley (93), lodger, invalid, birth place not known;

[8] Isaac Westwood (40), lodger, invalid, born Cradley Heath:

Dudley and District News 13/8/1881

“Local Failures.

On Saturday a petition in liquidation was filed in the Dudley County Court on behalf of Benjamin Price, licensed victualler and
chain manufacturer, of the BIRD IN HAND INN, Spinners End, Cradley Heath. Liabilities estimated at £900. Mr. W. O. C. Addi-
son is the debtor’s solicitor, and Mr. Herbert Humphries has been appointed receiver.”

County Advertiser 8/10/1881 - Advert

“Reddal Hill, Cradley Heath.

Highly Important and Valuable Freehold Property, situate at Reddal Hill, Cradley Heath, consisting of Noted Old-established
Full-licensed Inn, capital Beerhouse, &c, &c, both transacting good Businesses.

In Liquidation. Re Benjamin Price.

Mr. Herbert Humpbhries (in conjunction with Mr. William Edwards) has been favoured with instructions from the Trustees, Messrs.
Felix Coley and Samuel Edwards, of Cradley Heath, to Offer by Auction, at the house of Mr. Charles Yardley, the CHAINMAK-
ERS ARMS INN, Four Ways, Cradley Heath, on Tuesday, October 11", at Six for Seven o’clock in the Evening, subject to condi-
tions to be then read.

Lot 1. All those Two Freehold Dwelling Houses and Shops, with the usual Out-buildings and Chain Shops adjoining, adjacent

to the BIRD IN HAND INN, having a frontage of 11yds 1ft to the High Street, and containing in the whole 364 square yards or
thereabouts, in the occupation of Aquila Parkes and Abner Smith respectively, and producing a Rental of £31 4s per annum.

Lot 2. All that Freehold Old-Established Full Licensed and truly valuable Inn, known as the BIRD IN HAND, situate at High
Street, Reddal Hill aforesaid, having a frontage of 12yds 2ft to the High Street, and containing 444 square yards or thereabouts,

in the occupation of Benjamin Price, and consisting of Front Spirit Vaults, Tap and Smoke Rooms, large Club Room, 29ft 6in by
24ft; Three Chambers, Back Kitchen, Brewhouse, large detached Assembly Room, 38ft 6in by 14{t 3in; Stabling, Piggeries, Store
Rooms, Cellaring, Gateway Entrance; and the excellent and valuable Plot of Building Land at the rear of the above premises,
fronting to Church Street leading from Park Street to Newtown, containing 282 square yards, the whole being 726 square yards or
thereabouts.

NB. The whole of the Public House Fixtures will be Sold with this Lot, inventory of which may be seen at Place of Sale.....”

County Advertiser 5/11/1881 - Advert

“Cradley Heath. To be Let or Sold, with immediate possession, that Old-established, Full-Licensed House, known as the BIRD IN
HAND INN, situate at Reddal Hill, surrounded by Chain and other works, and containing 726 square yards of land. The greater
portion of the purchase money may remain on Mortgage. This is a rare opportunity to an enterprising man. The outbuildings are
spacious and offer facilities for the introduction of any trade requiring room and a central position.

For particulars, apply to Herbert Humphries, Auctioneer, Brierley Hill; or Mr. Wm. Edwards, Auctioneer, Stourbridge.”

Evening Star 25/1/1882
“On Tuesday night a well attended meeting of chainmakers was held at the BIRD IN HAND INN, Skinners End, Cradley Heath,

to consider the wages question. Mr. Benjamin Billingham (chairman of the Cradley Heath and District Chainmakers’ Associ-
ation) presided, and spoke very hopefully of the course the agitation was taking. The trade was daily improving and there was
every reason to believe that their demands would be conceded when notice for an advance was given. He reported that two of the
largest firms in the trade, viz, Messrs. J. Wood Aston and Co, Cradley Heath, and Mr. Bird of Carless Green, Lye, had conceded
an advance of 10 per cent on best trade chain, upon which a large number of operatives were engaged. The announcement was
received with applause. At the close, a resolution in favour of giving notice for an advance of 10d per cwt on best chain, and 6d
per cwt upon common chain, was unanimously carried.”

County Express 4/2/1882
“The Bench allowed the following license transfers.....
BIRD IN HAND, Cradley Heath, from the trustees of Benjamin Price to Aquila Parkes.”

Aquila Parkes = Aquilla Parkes = Acquila Parkes = Aquila Parks

Dudley and District News 13/5/1882

“At the Old Hill Police Court on Wednesday, before Messrs. W. Bassano and C. Holcroft, William Ball, alias George Keel, Poplar
Place, Bridge Street, West Hockley, Birmingham, pearl and stud turner, and John Johnson, 12, Eaton Street, Hockley, pearl turner,
were charged with uttering and putting off counterfeit coins representing half-crowns, and one florin, at Old Hill and Cradley
Heath, on the 8% inst. On the prisoner Ball was found 8s 9d and five coins, and on Johnson 29s 7'2d and two coins.

Joseph Manning, QUEENS HEAD, Corngreaves Road, said on Monday evening last the prisoners came to his house while he was
sitting at tea. Ball called for two drinks, and was served by his wife, who called him to look at the half-crown they had tendered
for the drink. He looked at the coin and broke it in two. It was bad, and he sent for a police officer, and detained Ball, but John-




son would not stay, and went out because he said he had nothing to do with Ball.

Agquilla Parkes, landlord of the BIRD IN HAND, Spinners End, said Ball came to his house on Monday afternoon about 4.30 and
called for a glass of ale, tendering the base half-crown produced, he filled the glass of ale and gave him 2s 4'4d back. It rang well
on the counter. Ball drank the ale and went out. The next morning a police officer came and asked if he had taken any bad money,
and his wife examined the money they took on Monday and picked the half-crown out, it being the only one they took that day.
He identified Ball next day.

Susan Harris, wife of Thomas Harris, licensed victualler, CROWN AND ANCHOR INN, Providence Street, New Town, said on
Monday Ball came to her house and asked for a bottle of soda water, she had none and gave him a bottle of ginger beer, he ten-
dered her half-a-crown, she gave him 2s 4'4d in change and he went out. Next day she found that the coin was bad.

Louisa Nicklin said she was servant to Priscilla Foley, who kept the BRITISH OAK, High Street. On Monday afternoon both the
prisoners came to the house and Ball called for a pint of ale. She filled it and Ball gave her half-a-crown which she took to her
mistress who gave her change. She was quite sure that Johnson was with Ball. Priscilla Foley said when her servant brought the
half-crown and she had given her the change she went into the shop and saw the prisoners standing by the counter. Two more men
were with them. When she went into the bar Ball asked for the cup to be filled, and gave her a two shilling piece, she gave him 1s
9'd in change, they did not wait to empty their cup but said they must go so as not to be caught in the rain. Ball and Johnson then
left the other men and went out. The two coins she received were bad, and she gave them to the police.

Emma Johnson (14), daughter of Samuel Johnson, the HEARTY GOOD FELLOW, King Street, Old Hill, said she saw the pris-
oners come into the house on Monday afternoon. Ball called for a quart of ale, she supplied it and Ball gave her half-a-crown in
payment. She gave the change, Ball threw the drink down and both went out. Her father wanted some change and she took it to
Chances for sixpences.

Hanna Webb, barmaid at Mr. John Foley’s, the SWAN INN, Old Hill, said the prisoner came into the house and Ball asked for
some ale and tendered her half-a-crown, she took the coin to Mrs. Foley and gave Ball the change. Hannah Foley said Hannah
Webb brought her a half-crown which she put in her pocket with the other money. The same night she gave it to a police officer.
PC Litherley said he was sent for to the QUEENS HEAD, Corngreaves Road, on Monday and received the half-crown produced,
from Mr. Manning, who said in the presence of Ball, that he had received it from him. He took Ball into custody, and he at first
gave the name of George Keel, Hart Yard, Hatton Garden, London, and said it was not half-a-crown but a two shilling piece which
he gave. PCs Litherly and Lawrence proved receiving the base coins produced from the witnesses.

Inspector Walters said on Monday the prisoner Ball was brought to the station and gave the name of George Keel, Hart Yard, Hat-
ton Garden, London. He declined to give any reference, and said witness might enquire about it. He took him to Birmingham to
the detective department, where he saw detective Baker, who called Keel by his right name, and said, ‘How do William Ball.” He
then went to Ball’s address in Bridge Street, West Hockley, and on going into the house he found the prisoner Johnson lying on a
screen, he then gave the name of George William Hobson, No.13, Eaton Street, Abbey Fields, Hockley. He told him he would be
charged with being in company with Ball the previous day at Old Hill, and passing counterfeit coins. He replied, ‘I know nothing
at all about it.” He searched him and found £1 9s 7'~d all in small coins. He told him he would have to go with him to Old Hill,
when he became very violent, and rushed to the table to get a knife, but he put the handcuffs on him and brought him to Old Hill.
He was present in the office when Ball was identified, and he might add that he went to Eaton Street, Hockley, but no such person
as the prisoner Johnson was known there.

Honor Chance, wife of John Chance, 2, King Street, underground manager for Messrs. Hingley, said she changed half-a-crown for
Emma Johnson on Monday afternoon. Emma came and told her that it was a bad half-crown, and took it back.

Eliza Johnson, wife of George Johnson, publican, KINGS HEAD, Elbow Street, said four men came to her house on Monday, and
Ball asked for half-an-ounce of tobacco and a pipe, and gave her half-a-crown which she changed. PC Rowlands came at night,
and she found the coin was a bad one.

Mr. Henn, Cradley Heath, said PC Litherly showed him three half-crowns which he examined and found to be bad. They were
made principally of lead. PC Rowlands also showed him four half-crowns, and one two shilling piece which were counterfeit.
The half-crowns were all from the same mould, dated 1875, and plated.

Prisoners were remanded to Stafford to appear on Wednesday.”

[At the Staffordshire Quarter Sessions, William Ball (32) and John Johnson (27), both button makers, were each sen-
tenced to twelve months, Ball pleading guilty.]

Dudley and District News 10/6/1882

“The following persons, all of Cradley Heath, were charged by Mr. John George Horder, one of her Majesty’s Inspectors of
Weight and Measures, with infringing the Act.....

Acquilla Parkes, landlord of the BIRD IN HAND, Spinners End, was fined 1s and costs for having in his possession an unstamped
pint measure.”

Dudley and District News 22/3/1884

“Thomas Bradley and Joseph Priest were charged with being drunk on licensed premises.

Sergeant White stated that on the 15" inst, he visited the BIRD IN HAND, Cradley Heath. He saw the defendants there. They
were very drunk. He called the landlord’s attention to the state in which they were in, and he ordered them out.

PC Tytherley gave corroborative evidence.

Defendants were fined 1s and costs.”

County Advertiser 30/8/1884
“William Westwood, Wagon Street, Old Hill, was fined 2s 6d and costs for being drunk and disorderly on the licensed premises of




Aquila Parkes, BIRD IN HAND INN, Cradley Heath.”

County Express 14/3/1885

“Ryland Barnsley, gun-barrel maker, Cradley Heath, was charged with being drunk on the premsies of Aquilla Parkes, the BIRD
IN HAND, Spinner’s End, on the 2" inst. Police-constable Tytherley went to the house and saw the man drunk there. A fine of Is
and costs was imposed.”

County Express 2/5/1885

“Acquila Parkes, 1andlord of the BIRD IN HAND INN, Spinners End, Cradley Heath, was charged with permitting drunkenness
on his premises on Easter Monday last. Mr. Waldron prosecuted on behalf of the police authorities, Mr. E. Warmington defended.
Police-constable Peake said he visited the house on the day named in company with Police-constable Kegan, at half-past seven in
the evening. Going into the taproom they found fifteen or sixteen men, all more or less drunk, and using bad language. Witness
complained to the defendant, and he replied that none of the men were drunk; they had not had drink enough yet. At half-past
eight the house was again visited, and they found Stephens, one of the men who was previously there drunk, in the house still. He
had an empty cup before him, and asked witness to pay for a pint for him. Witness again pointed Stephens out to the landlord, and
the man was led out to the back by a man, where he was staggering about for some time.

Police-constable Kegan gave corroborative evidence.

Mr. Warmington for the defence said that Stephens had not been served with anything in the house, and had been ordered out
several times by the defendant. He then called the defendant, who said he had not served Stephens with any ale on the occasion
referred to. Stephens had been several times ordered off, as he was an annoyance in the house.

Benjamin Billingham, a brewer to defendant, said he had been serving ale in the house on the day named. Stephens called for no
ale at all.

Defendant’s son, Thomas Parkes, was also called, and said no ale was supplied to Stephens.

Cross-examined witness said he could not say whether Stephens had drunk out of other customers’ cups.

Defendant was fined £1 and costs, and ordered to pay the prosecuting solicitor’s fee.”

County Advertiser 27/6/1885

“Arthur Tromans, Cradley Heath, was charged with being drunk on the licensed premises of Aquilla Parkes, BIRD IN HAND
INN, on the 16" inst. Prosecutor said that on the night in question the defendant came into his house and asked for beer. When
refused the defendant used bad language, and had to be put out. Defendant was fined 5s, including costs.”

County Advertiser 29/8/1885

“On Wednesday the annual brewster sessions for the Petty Sessional Division of Rowley Regis, were held at the Court House, Old
Hill.....

The following was the black list ..... Licensed victuallers.....

Aquila Parkes, BIRD IN HAND, Cradley Heath, permitting drunkenness, 22" April, 1885, 20s and costs.....

The Bench said they would not now renew the licenses of those who had been convicted, but would reserve them for consider-
ation till the adjourned licensing day.”

County Express 26/9/1885

“On Monday a large meeting of small chainmakers on strike was held at the BIRD IN HAND, Four Ways, Cradley Heath. Mr.
Ed. Fellowes presided, and stated that he was convinced that if the men were unanimous in coming out on strike the struggle
would be of short duration. Mr. John Cooper, the president of the Chainmakers’ Association, stated that there was also a good de-
mand for chains, and there was no earthly reason why the work should be executed practically for nothing for the sake of a section
of the employers, whose sole aim appeared to him to be cut down prices. He hoped the men would be firm, and then the victory
would be theirs. Another speaker stated that a skilled workman, after paying his expenses, could not at present prices earn more
than 9s a week. It was decided to continue the strike until the 4s list of prices is conceded.”

County Express 3/10/1885

“This being the adjourned licensing day the magistrates granted the renewal of licenses to the following persons, whose names
had appeared on the black list.....

Acquila Parkes, BIRD IN HAND, Cradley Heath.”

County Express 29/9/1888

“Aquila Parks, landlord of the BIRD IN HAND, Spinners End, Cradley Heath, was charged with permitting gambling on his
licensed premises, on the 18" inst. Mr. Travis defended.

Police-constable Davies stated that he went to the defendant’s house on the day in question, and saw four men gambling by throw-
ing at corks, the company paying for the beer. When the game had ended, a man named Tom, who was the winner, called for a
quart of ale, and the loser, whose name was Aston, said, ‘Put it down to me.’

Mr. Travis pleaded guilty to the offence, and said that the defendant did not know it was gambling to allow men to play for beer.
Defendant, who had previously convicted, was fined £1 and £1 11s 10d costs.”

Dudley Mercury 16/3/1889 - Advert
“Staffordshire. Spinners End, Cradley Heath. Valuable Old-Licensed Freehold Public House and other Property.




Mr. H. King is instructed by the Trustees of the late Mrs. Heming, deceased, to Sell by Auction, on Tuesday, March 19", 1889, at
the BIRD IN HAND, Spinners End, Cradley Heath, at Six o’clock in the Evening, subject to conditions of Sale.

All that Freehold, Full-Licensed Public House, known as the BIRD IN HAND, situate fronting High Street, Spinners End, Cradley
Heath, with Three Chain Shops and Appurtenances; also the Two Front Shops and Dwelling Houses adjoining, the whole in the
occupation of Mr. Aquila Parkes and Mr. Abner Smith, producing a total rental of £71 per annum.

The Property contains an area of 1,090 square yards, and extends to St. Luke Street, to which it also has a frontage.

The Public House contains large Front Spirit Vaults, Tap and Smoke Rooms, Three Bed Rooms, large Club Room, Brewhouse,
Four Cellars, also Stabling, with large warehouse over, and is in an excellent situation for business purposes.

For further particulars, apply to Mr. Chas. E. Collis, Solicitor, Stourbridge; to Messrs. Mills and Curry, Solicitors, 20, Bucklers-
bury, London; or to the Auctioneer, Stourbridge.”

County Express 23/3/1889
“Mr. H. King, Stourbridge, offered for sale by auction, the BIRD IN HAND INN, Spinners End, on Tuesday evening. The proper-
ty was ultimately knocked down to Mr. Jas. Hadley, for £1,240. Mr. Chas. W. Collis was solicitor to the vendor.”

Dudley Mercury 20/4/1889

“Inkerman Rose, Garratts Lane, Old Hill, was charged with being drunk and disorderly on the 19" January. Police-constable
Jewson said he saw the defendant drunk in the BIRD IN HAND INN, Cradley Heath. He drank the customers’ beer, broke several
jugs, and threatened to break the windows. Defendant was fined 2s 6d and costs.”

Dudley Mercury 31/8/1889

“The annual licensing session was held on Wednesday.....

The Black List contained the names of.....

Agquilla Parkes, BIRD IN HAND, Cradley Heath, for permitting gambling fined 20s and costs, and for permitting drunkenness 20s
and costs.....

None of these licenses were renewed.”

Dudley Mercury 28/9/1889

“Adjourned Licensing Session. These sessions were held at Old Hill, on Wednesday. At the annual licensing sessions the mag-
istrates decided to refuse to the licenses of those publicans who had been convicted during the past year, and at Wednesday’s
meeting the persons referred to applied for their renewals.....

Agquilla Parkes, of the BIRD IN HAND INN, Spinners End, Cradley Heath, stated that his business had been disposed of, and that
he would leave the premises in December.

Mr. John Wright applied for the renewal of the license, and informed the magistrates that the house had been purchased, and that
Parkes would leave it shortly. The magistrates decided to renew the license.”

Henry Mather issued tokens from here.

1891 Census

32, Spinners End — BIRD IN HAND INN

[1] Henry Mather (38), licensed victualler, born Dudley;

[2] Mary Mather (29), wife, born Dudley;

[3] Edith S. Mather (5), daughter, born Dudley;

[4] Frederick L. H. Mather (2), son, born Dudley;

[5] Emily Cooper (25), domestic servant, born Rowley Regis:

County Advertiser 14/11/1891

“At the Rowley Police Court, on Wednesday, John Jones (36) and Thomas Pell (22), chimney sweeps, of Birmingham, were
charged with stealing half a sovereign, the property of Mrs. Frederick Stanton, fishmonger, Cradley Heath. It appeared that com-
plainant had engaged defendants to sweep a chimney, and about 6.20am, on the 16th inst, the servant came to complainant’s bed
room, and asked for some money to pay the sweeps. It was dark and complainant took out of her purse a sixpence as she thought,
but some time afterwards discovered that instead of giving a sixpence she had given a half sovereign by mistake. The men had
then gone away, but afterwards returned for the soot. When complainant asked for the 9s 6d change out of the half sovereign
Jones replied, ‘I have not had a half sovereign,” and pulled out of his pocket a handful of silver, which included a five shilling
piece, that he said he had had for two or three months. Pell also said he had not had the half-sovereign. On the night previous

she had in her purse only one half sovereign, which was slightly worn, and similar to the one produced. Sarah Homer, the servant
girl, after receiving the coin from her mistress did not examine it but gave it to the men. The defendants went away, and called at
the house of Henry Mather, landlord of the BIRD IN HAND, Cradley Heath, shortly before seven o’clock am, and were supplied
with ‘two two’s’ of whiskey. Jones tendered half-a-sovereign in payment, and witness changed it. Mather gave him 9s 8d change,
amongst it being a five shilling piece. Jones picked up the money, and defendant hurried away as soon as they got the change.
Police-sergeant Hayward went to defendant’s lodgings at Cradley Heath on Friday last. They denied having received the half-sov-
ereign. Jones said he had not half-a-sovereign, and Pell said, ‘I should like the chance to handle one.” In further conversation
Jones said it was only sixpence that the girl gave him, and Pell said that was so. When the officer said he should charge them with
stealing, Jones said, ‘You can’t call it stealing when a person gives you half a ‘nicker’ in mistake.” Pell said that if they had had




the money they should have given it back. Hayward reminded them of having changed half-a-sovereign that morning, and Pell
replied, “When I saw the change on the counter I thought it was the bloke at the boozer we had done down,” and Jones said, ‘So
did I.” Afterwards Jones remarked, ‘It is no use denying it. We had the half-sovereign. It was a great temptation, and I don’t think
a policeman would have given it back.” (Laughter.) Pell added, ‘If we had given the money back to the woman when we went for
the soot, we should not have got into this.’

Inspector Bishop said Pell had been convicted nine times previously, and Jones seven times. Pell had also had two terms of super-
vision.

The Bench committed defendants to take their trial at the adjourned Sessions.”

[John Jones and Thomas Pell each received two months’ imprisonment.]

County Advertiser 2/9/1893

“Yesterday morning, Mr. Edwin Hooper (district coroner) held an inquest at the BIRD IN HAND INN, Cradley heath, touching
the death of Alice Baker (19), a domestic servant, who was believed to have died from poisoning.

The first witness was Edward Baker, the father of the deceased, who said that he resided at Parkes Street, Brierley Hill. the
deceased had been a domestic servant at the BIRD IN HAND INN about one month. She had previously held situations at
Stourbridge and Kinver. He had not seen the deceased for two months. She left home about two years ago, in consequence of his
marrying a second wife. The deceased was very passionate, and at times very sulky. From what he had heard, the deceased was
happy in her situation. He had heard that she had a sweetheart at Stourbridge. He could not say why deceased would not speak to
him if she met him in the street. She had, however, said she would sooner die than humble herself to her father.

She was annoyed at your getting married a second time, I suppose? — Witness: That is so.

Mary Mather, the wife of Henry Mather, licensed victualler, said the deceased had been in her employ five weeks. She had
always been attentive to her work, and was of a lively disposition. She was not aware that the deceased had a sweetheart. There
had not one come to the house whilst she had been there. On Tuesday afternoon, at about four o’clock, she found the deceased
lying across her bed. She could smell carbolic acid, and on the table was a glass which had contained carbolic acid. Medical

aid was quickly obtained, but it was of no avail, death taking pace at half-past six o’clock. Dr. Keay, upon seeing her said it was
impossible to save her.

The Coroner: Where did she get the carbolic acid from? — Witness: From a shelf in the children’s bed room.

The Coroner: That is not a very safe place. You ought not to have had poison in the children’s bed room. What did you use the
carbolic acid for? — Witness: For disinfecting the drains.

In reply to further questions, the witness said deceased appeared to be strange in her manner on the day she was found dead. She
had said that she was not on friendly terms with her father.

Joseph Barnsley, jun., butcher, said he saw the deceased about four o’clock on Tuesday afternoon in the bar. Deceased said to
him, “You are a butcher. Which is the easiest way to kill yourself — by drowning or poisoning? Witness replied, ‘Eating and
drinking until you burst.” (Laughter.) She said, ‘I know a better remedy — carbolic acid’ and witness replied, ‘That is best left
alone.” An hour later he heard that the deceased had poisoned herself.

Mr. Mather said that on Tuesday the deceased was frequently joking, and was full of fun.

The Coroner having summed up, the Jury returned a verdict that the deceased committed Suicide, but there was no evidence to
show the state of her mind at the time she took the poison.”

County Express 9/10/1897

“The second annual parade of Foresters in the Cradley, Cradley Heath, Quarry Bank, and Dudley Wood districts, for the benefit of
the home at Clent, took place on Sunday afternoon, with every element of success attending it — the day was fine, the crowd was
large, and the collections were very satisfactory. A pleasing feature about the parade was the number of members who turned out,
and the number of courts. The following courts were represented.....

Cable and Anchor, BIRD IN HAND INN, Cradley Heath.”

1901 Census

Spinners End — BIRD IN HAND

[1] Henry Mather (47), licensed victualler, born Dudley;

[2] Mary Mather (39), wife, born Dudley;

[3] Edith S. Mather (15), daughter, teacher, elementary school, born Dudley;
[4] Frederick H. Mather (12), son, scholar, born Dudley;

[5] Florence Davies (15), domestic servant, born Handsworth:

County Advertiser 5/11/1904

“On Saturday evening last the members of the sick and draw club held at the house of Henry Mather, BIRD IN HAND INN,
Cradley Heath, dined together. Upwards of thirty members sat down to the capital repast provided by the host, after which Mr. W.
King presided, and an excellent programme was carried through by Messrs. W. King, S. Taylor, A. Whittle, W. Shaw, S. Danks, H.
Homer, and W. Kendrick. A vote of thanks to the host and hostess brought a pleasant evening to a close. Mr. S. Danks accompa-
nied.”

County Express 12/9/1908
“Friendly Societies’ Parade. On Wednesday evening the committee of the above met at the PLOUGH AND HARROW INN, Mr.
W. Coley presiding over a large attendance. The following was a complete list of those boxes which contained amounts of 1s and




upwards.....
Mr. H. Mather, BIRD IN HAND, 6s.”

Tipton Herald 13/2/1909

“The employees of Lloyds Testing Co, Cradley Heath, held their annual dinner at the BIRD IN HAND, Spinners End, Cradley
Heath. After doing justice to a good repast, which was catered for in an admirable manner by the Host and Hostess, Mr. and Mrs.
H. Mathers, the remainder of the evening was spent in harmony.....”

County Express 21/1/1911 - Advert

“On Monday Next. Meredith Street, Cradley Heath. Sale Valuable of Freehold Properties.

E. O. Nightingale has received instructions to Sell by Auction, at the House of Mr. H. Mather, the BIRD IN HAND INN, Spinners
End, Cradley Heath, on Monday, the 23" day of January, 1911, at 7 o’clock in the Evening.....”

1911 Census

32, Spinners End

[1] Henry Mather (57), licensed victualler, born Dudley;

[2] Mary Mather (49), wife, married 26 years, assisting in business, born Dudley;
[3] Edith Sarah Mather (25), daughter, school teacher, born Dudley;

[4] Frederick Harry Mather (22), son, clerk, born Dudley;

[5] Maud Phipps (25), domestic servant, born Tipton:

Birmingham Daily Gazette 15/7/1929
“Gazette Insurance. Payments of Benefits for Minor Accidents.....

Mr. Thomas Sidaway, BIRD IN HAND, Spinners End, Cradley Heath. Accident to reader’s child.”

Birmingham Daily Gazette 14/9/1929 - Advert
“By Order of Messrs. Atkinsons Brewery Limited and Messrs. Peter Walker & Co. Limited.

In The Black Country Industrial Area, and Embracing Properties in Staffordshire and Worcestershire.

Important Sale In Separate Lots, of 45 Freehold Licensed Houses, some with adjoining properties, and including 36 Fully-licensed
Houses, 8 On-Beer Houses and 1 Off-License, situate in.....

Old Hill and Cradley.....

BIRD IN HAND, Spinners End.....

Boswell & Tomlins, FAI in conjunction with William Fowler, Bewlay & Co., Will submit the above for Sale by Public Auction, in
45 Lots (subject to Conditions of Sale), at the Grand Hotel, Birmingham, on Monday, October 14, 1929, Commencing at 3.30 pm
Promptly.

Printed particulars may be obtained from the Solicitors, Messrs. Redfern and Co., 25, Colmore Row, Birmingham; or from the
Auctioneers, Messrs. Boswell and Tomlins, FIA, 88 and 89, Darlington Street, Wolverhampton (Tel. No.1116 (two lines), Tele-
grams ‘Auctions’), and Messrs. William Fowler, Bewlay and Co., 59, Temple Row, Birmingham (Tel. Midland 6120).”

Birmingham Daily Gazette 15/10/1929
“An important sale of freehold licensed premises in the Black Country was held at the Grand Hotel, Birmingham, yesterday, when

Messrs. Boswell and Tomlins, Wolverhampton, and Messrs. William Fowler, Bewlay and and Co., Birmingham, offered 45 lots,
the vendors of which were Messrs. Atkinsons Brewery Ltd, and Messrs. Peter Walker and Co. Ltd.

Of the 45 lots which were situate at West Bromwich, Tipton, Dudley, Brierley Hill, Old Hill, and Stourbridge, 32 were sold at the
sale, and these realised over £80,000.....

BIRD IN HAND, Spinners End, Cradley Heath, was sold for £2,600.”

1939 Register
39, Upper High Street

[1] Thomas Priest, date of birth 29/8/1894, publican, married,
[3] May Priest, dob 21/6/1893, (unpaid) house duties, married;

Jack Cartwright was married to Nancy.
He died in 1985.

See also WHITE HORSE, Cradley.
Nancy Cartwright died in 1987.

Mary Harris was married to Harry.
Ann Marie Garbett (nee Harris) was the daughter of Harry and Mary Harris.
She was born in October 1943 at Spring Meadow, Old Hill.

She married John Garbett.

Tipton Herald 22/9/1956




“Cradley Heath Old Age Pensioners Christmas Party Fund will be richer on October 3% by £55. The money, which will be pre-
sented at the SWAN INN, Cradley Heath, is the net result of the newly-formed Detheridge darts competition.

All told, 34 teams from Cradley Heath and its neighbouring districts took part in the competition which was eventually won in
front of a 300 crowd by the BIRD IN HAND, Cradley Heath, who beat the ANCHOR ‘B’ team, also of Cradley Heath.

Secretary C. Burtlett tells me next year’s competition will commence some time in March and is expected to attract an even great-
er number of entries.”

Closed
It was demolished in 1973 after being Compulsory Purchased.

BIRD IN HAND

Gorsty Hill, OLD HILL

OWNERS

LICENSEES

John Child [1825]

NOTES

Aris’s Birmingham Gazette 29/8/1825 - Advert
“Freehold Building Land, at Gosty Hill, in the Parishes of Rowley Regis and Hales Owen.

To be Sold by Auction, by Jesse Wright, at the dwelling house of John Child, the BIRD IN HAND INN, at Gosty Hill, in the par-
ish of Hales Owen, in the county of Salop, on Thursday the 8" day of September, 1825, precisely at three o’clock in the afternoon,
and subject to such conditions as will then be produced.

Lot 1. All that Dwelling House and Premises now occupied by John Child, known by the sign of the BIRD IN HAND, consisting
of three parlours, a large kitchen, excellent cellaring, brewhouse, stable, cowhouse, large garden, pleasantly situated by the side of
the turnpike road leading from Hales Owen to Dudley and Rowley Regis.....

The above Public House and the Garden attached to it are situated in the county of Salop, the other lots are in the parish of Rowley
Regis, in the county of Stafford. The premises are pleasantly situated and well supplied with water, and the land contains an
excellent mine of clay.

Mr. John Child, the present tenant, will shew the same, and for further particulars apply at the office of Messrs. Bourne and Sons,
or to the Auctioneer, in Dudley.”

BLUE BALL

2, Peartree Lane (2, Pear Tree Street), (Pear Street), (Buck Street) / Petford Street, (Lawrence Lane), OLD HILL

OWNERS

William Foley, brewer, Old Hill [1898]
Albert E. Sidaway

Mitchells and Butlers Ltd. [1938], [1952]
Avebury Taverns [2001]

LICENSEES

Joseph Willetts [1857]— [1862]
Benjamin Willetts [7864] — 1868);
John Henry Stafford (1868 —[1874]
James Willetts [1881] — 1884);
John Henry Stafford (1884);

James Willetts (1884 —[ |



William Foley [1891]

Mrs. Mary Ann Foley [1891]— [1896]
James Price (1897 —[ ]

David Charles Price [1898] —[1901]

Mrs. Louisa Ellen Price (1903)

Frederick Stanton [ ]-1903);

Mrs. Mary Jane Weston (1903 — 1904);
Frederick ‘Fred’ Weston (1904 —/1912]
William Foley [1908] —[1912]

Clarence William Dingley [1916]

Henry Dingley [1919] — 1920);

Frederick Joseph Foley (1920 — 1922);
Hannah Williams (1922 —1923);

Robert William Botfield (1923 —1925);
Joseph Nock (1925 -1931);

George Thomas Owen (1931 — 1941);
Mrs. Mildred Lucy Owen (1941 — 1946);
George Thomas Owen (1946 — 1948);
Harold Noah Homer (1948 — 1962);
George William Cresswell (1962 — 1965);
Geoffrey Harry Arthur Snape (1965 — 1966);
Barry Edward Blizard (1966 —[ ]

George Brown [ ]

Trevor Henry Smith [1983] —[1985]
David and Kathryn Jackson [2000] —[2001]
Janet Allbut  [2002] — [2004]

NOTES

Buck Street

Lawrence Lane [1862], [1865]

2, Pear Tree Street [1881], [1891]

2, Peartree Lane [1908], [1912], [1924]

BALL [1873]
It is sometimes mis-spelt as the BLUE BOAR or the BLUE BELL.

County Advertiser 18/4/1857

“An inquest was held on the 4" inst, at the BLUE BELL [sic] INN, kept by Joseph Willetts, on the body of John Green, a child
aged one year and four months, who met with his death under rather painful circumstances. On the afternoon of the 30™ ult, the
mother of the deceased was sitting at tea with him on her lap, when, by some means or other, she upset a cup filled with hot tea,
which falling over him scalded him to that degree that death ensued two days afterwards. Verdict, Accidental Death.”

Birmingham Daily Post 22/10/1858
“On Tuesday last an inquest was held before G. H. Hinchliffe, Esq, at Mr. J. Willett’s, the BLUE BELL [sic] INN, on the body of

James Taylor, a miner, 28 years of age. It appears that the deceased was on the preceding Wednesday at work in one of the iron-
stone pits belonging to the British Iron Company at Netherton. He was engaged in holing stone, when suddenly a mass, nearly a
ton in weight, detached itself from the roof, and falling upon poor Taylor, it required the force of three of four men to extract him
from his situation. He was taken home at once, when medical aid being procured, it was found that he was dreadfully crushed
and injured on his back and head, and from the effects of such injuries he died on the following Saturday. The place where the
fall took place was considered safe, and it was the duty of deceased himself to see that it was so, there being plenty of timber for
propping in the pit. When the place was tried it appeared ‘hard,” but Taylor had incautiously been moving some loose stuff near,
and thus caused the mass of stone to fall as above. The Jury, after hearing the remarks of the Coroner on the whole case, returned
a verdict of Accidental Death.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 23/1/1861
“An inquest was held on Thursday afternoon, at the BLUE BALL, Peartree Lane, Old Hill, before Mr. Hooper, coroner, on the

body of Robert Rush, 35, who was killed at the colliery of Messrs. Skidmore and Waldron, on Tuesday. Mr. Baker, the Govern-
ment Inspector of Mines, was present. It appeared that the deceased was at work at a quarter to nine o’clock, when he removed a
prop and placed it near him, resting the lower end, which was sharp, on a heap of slack, and neglecting to put a board under it to
prevent its sinking into the heap. The prop, in consequence of the omission, was forced into the slack, and the roof being unsup-
ported gave way. A large mass of coal and rubbish immediately fell on the deceased, and crushed him in a fearful manner, killing



him instantaneously. The Jury returned a verdict of Accidental Death. Deceased has left a widow and five small children.”

1861 Census

Peartree Street —- BLUE BALL

[1] Joseph Willetts (70), publican, born Rowley Regis;

[2] Elizabeth Willetts (67), wife, born Dudley;

[3] Mary Willetts (55), daughter-in-law, born Shenstone, Staffordshire;

[4] Prudence Willetts (17), grand-daughter, dressmaker, born Rowley Regis:

Benjamin Willetts = Benjamin Willets

County Advertiser 9/9/1865

“Keturah Tromans and Mary Ann Willets were charged with assaulting Hannah Detheridge on the previous Monday week. The
first-named defendant is a servant at the BLUE BALL public house, Lawrence Lane, and the last-named is the wife of Benjamin
Willets, the landlord of the BLUE BALL. The evidence of the complainant was to the effect that as she was passing the house
the defendants came out and assaulted her. Tromans ‘beat her all into a mummy.” The reason that Mrs. Willets assaulted her was
that she had advanced her (complainant) 1s on her wedding ring, and would not now give it up, though she had offered her the 1s.
Tromans, in defence, alleged that on the Sunday before the assault the complainant called her bad names, but it being Sunday she
took no notice of the matter, and allowed it to stand over till Monday, when she did beat the complainant. Tromans was fined 1s
and costs. Willets was discharged, as an action for the recovery of the ring had been entered in the County Court.”

County Advertiser 21/10/1865 - Death
“On the 10" inst, aged 5 years, Elisha, the beloved child of Mr. Willetts, BLUE BALL INN, Old Hill; deeply regretted.”

Stourbridge Observer 8/8/1868

“Samuel Nock was charged by John Stafford with assaulting him on the 25™ ult.

From the evidence of the complainant it appeared that he was landlord of the BLUE BALL, Old Hill. Defendant was there, and
came behind him and struck him a blow on the neck while he was talking to another man. Did not give the defendant any provo-
cation. It was a lodge night.

The Bench considered the case proved, and fined the defendant 2s 6d and costs.

There was a charge against the defendant of refusing to leave the BLUE BALL when requested. This case was withdrawn on the
payment of costs.”

County Advertiser 8/81868

“Mr. E. Hooper, Coroner, held an inquest on Tuesday, at the BLUE BALL public house, Old Hill, on the body of a little girl
named Alice Jane Hackett, aged about seven years. On the previous Friday the deceased was, with a number of other children,
roasting potatoes on the ‘mount’ of the Brettell Pit. By some means her clothes caught fire, on perceiving which she ran in the
direction of home. There was a strong breeze at the time, and the consequence was that the flames spread with rapidity. Deceased
was so severely injured that death took place on Sunday. Mr. Hodgson, surgeon, attended the deceased. The Jury returned a ver-
dict of Accidental Death.”

County Advertiser 27/11/1869

“On Monday an inquiry was held at the BLUE BALL INN, Old Hill, on the body of Harry Wilshaw, a boy four years of age. On
the morning of the 26" of October the mother of deceased left him in bed. Shortly afterwards she heard screams, and on rush-

ing upstairs found him in flames. There had been a box of matches left in the room, and while deceased was playing with these
something caused them to ignite. Dr. Malins was sent for, but despite medical aid the poor lad expired about three weeks after the
accident. Verdict, Accidental Death.”

1871 Census

Peartree Street —- BLUE BALL

[1] John H. Stafford (29), licensed victualler, born Worcestershire;
[2] Prudence Stafford (27), wife, born Rowley Regis;

[3] James H. Stafford (5), son, born Rowley Regis;

[4] John J. Stafford (7), son, born Rowley Regis;

[5] Mary Ann Taylor (24), domestic servant, born Worcestershire:

County Advertiser 17/6/1871 - Advert

“HARE AND HOUNDS INN, Careless Green, near Wassell Green.

The Proprietor, Mr. G. Newnham, begs to announce that he intends to hold a Grand Gala, Pic-Nic, and Fete, on the Beautiful
Grounds, adjoining the above Inn, on Monday, June, 19%, 1871, and has secured the services of the Cradley Heath Brass Band! To
perform a choice selection of Vocal and Instrumental Music at intervals, under the leadership of Mr. W. Bennett.

Myers Barnett, the splendid Serio-Comic Singer, from the London Music Hall, will appear.

The following amusements will take place: Dancing on the Green, Foot Racing, Foot-balling, Climbing the Pine Pole, and all the
Old English Sports.




Balloon Ascents at intervals; and at Nine o’clock a Monster Balloon will ascend, surrounded with a Blaze of Fireworks and Co-
loured Fires, by a celebrated Artiste.

A large tent will be erected on the Grounds, and refreshments of the best quality will be provided for the occasion. The Grounds
will be open at Two o’clock.

Tickets 4d each, if purchased before the day; at Gate 6d each.

Tickets may be had at the above Inn, and of Messrs. W. Rhodes, RAILWAY INN, Lye; W. Wallins, HOLLY BUSH INN, Lye; W.
Westwood, WAGGON AND HORSES INN, Cradley Forge; S. Cartwright, VINE AND RAILWAY INN, Cradley Heath; H. Hea-
ton, FIVE WAYS, Cradley Heath; John Stafford, BLUE BALL INN, Old Hill; and any Member of the Band.”

County Advertiser 14/10/1871

“John Stafford, landlord of the BLUE BALL, Old Hill, was charged with selling a quantity of rum on the 8" inst, during prohib-
ited hours. Police-constable Griffin deposed that he saw the defendant’s servant serve a little girl with three pennyworth of rum,
about half-past eight on the previous Sunday morning. The defendant admitted that his servant had sold the rum, but affirmed that
she had done so without his knowledge. He further stated that the little girl told his servant that the spirits were for a person who
was very ill. Sergeant Powner, in answer to the Bench, said that the defendant had kept the house about five years in an orderly
manner. The defendant was ordered to pay costs.”

County Advertiser 13/7/1872

“The annual dinner in connection with the United Brotherly Order of Oddfellows, numbering 150, took place at the house of Mr.
John Stafford, BLUE BALL, Old Hill, on Monday. The members started in their full regalia and silk scarves, headed by the Crad-
ley Heath Brass Band, to the house of their medical and honorary brother, Mr. Kerr, where they were supplied with ale. They then
proceeded to the Wesleyan Chapel, where a sermon was preached by the Rev. T. Dodd, of Dudley. After the service the brothers,
accompanied by the rev. gentleman and some friends, marched to the Lodge, and dined in the usual good English style. After din-
ner, the accounts, &c, were examined, and reported to be in a satisfactory condition. Mr. Kerr, in commenting upon the accounts
and the report, said that he was highly gratified to find the Lodge in such a flourishing condition. He beloved that it was one of
the strongest and most successful lodges he knew of, and hoped it would continue to prosper in the manner it had for many years.
Votes of thanks were given to the host and hostess, Mr. Kerr, Mr. D. Priest (secretary), Mr. J. Tromans, and also the musicians. A
pleasant evening was spent.”

County Advertiser 16/5/1874 - Advert
“Wanted, a Servant to undertake all work.
Apply, J. Henry Stafford, BLUE BALL INN, Pear Tree Street, Old Hill.”

Dudley Herald 1/4/1876

“Thomas Priest, secretary of the Miners’ Association Lodge held at the BLUE BALL, Peartree Street, Old Hill, appeared on
remand, charged with having on diverse days between the 14" March 1874 and the 13" August 1875 misapplied various sums of
money, amounting to £6 7s, with intent to defraud the trustees. Mr. Stokes appeared to prosecute, and Mr. Clulow defended.

Mr. Stokes said that by the Act of Parliament under which he was proceeding there were two courses open to him — to indict the
defendant and get a committal to the Sessions, or to apply for summary conviction, when the defendant was liable to a penalty of
£20, and to be ordered to refund the money, and he (Mr. Stokes) proposed to take the latter course.

After hearing the evidence on both sides, the Bench fined defendant £5 and costs, and ordered him to refund the £6 7s, in default
two months’ imprisonment.

Defendant applied for time to pay the money, but the Bench refused the application.”

County Advertiser 21/7/1877
“Samuel Morris was charged with having been disorderly at the BLUE BALL INN, Pear Tree Street, Old Hill, and with having
refused to quit the house when ordered to so by the landlord. He was fined 2s 6d and costs.”

County Advertiser 19/7/1879

“The annual meeting of the United Brotherly Order of Odd Fellows was held on Monday last, at the BLUE BALL INN, Pear Tree
Street, when upwards of 140 sat down to dinner. The funds of the society were stated to be in a very satisfactory condition. The
usual toasts were given, and the evening was spent convivially.”

James Willetts = Samuel Willets

1881 Census

2, Pear Tree Street — BLUE BALL INN

[1] James Willetts (38), licensed victualler, born Rowley Regis;
[2] Elizabeth Willetts (32), wife, born Rowley Regis;

[3] Elisha Willetts (12), son, scholar, born Rowley Regis;

[4] Benjamin Willetts (10), son, scholar, born Rowley Regis;
[5] Walter Willetts (8), son, scholar, born Rowley Regis;

[6] Mary Willetts (6), daughter, scholar, born Rowley Regis:



County Express 17/9/1881
“Samuel Willets, BLUE BALL INN, Pear Tree Street, Old Hill, was fined 1s and costs for allowing a horse to stray in Lawrence
Lane.”

County Express 4/2/1882

“James Willetts, landlord of the BLUE BALL INN, Peartree Street, Old Hill, was charged with allowing a horse to be worked
whilst in an unfit state, and was fined 5s and costs.

James Bayliss was fined 5s including costs for working the horse.”

Dudley and District News 8/12/1883

“Alleged Embezzlement.

This was a summons brought by James Willetts, landlord of the BLUE BALL INN, Peartree Street, Old Hill, against John Wil-
liams, of Reddal Hill, Old Hill, charging him ‘that he, being a member of a certain co-partnership, did steal or embezzle certain
money, to wit £3 10s 2d belonging to such co-partnership.’

Mr. J. Wright, who appeared for the prosecution, stated that for some time the parties had been partners, and there was simply a
dispute of affairs between them. He felt that the Bench would not commit the defendant, and asked permission to withdraw the
summons.

Mr. T. Cooksey, on behalf of the defendant, said he believed it was entirely a matter of dispute as to the accounts of the parties,
and was a matter for a civil court.

The summons was allowed to be withdrawn.”

Dudley and District News 5/1/1884

“James Willetts, landlord of the BLUE BALL INN, Pear Tree Street, Old Hill, was summoned for being drunk on his licensed
premises. On the night of the 25th ult, Inspector Willetts visited the premises and found defendant drunk in the tap-room. Defen-
dant, through Mr. Wright, pleaded guilty, and was fined 10s and costs.”

Dudley and District News 29/3/1884

“James Willetts, landlord of the BLUE BALL INN, Peartree Street, Old Hill, was fined 20s and costs, for being drunk and disor-
derly on his own licensed premises, on the evening of the 17" inst. Defendant said he had given way to drink in consequence of
his wife refusing to let him have any at home.”

County Advertiser 30/8/1884

“The annual brewster sessions for the Parish of Rowley Regis were held at the Police Court, Old Hill, on Wednesday.....
Inspector Walters presented the black list.....

Mr. J. Wright applied for an interim authority from James Willetts, BLUE BALL INN, Old Hill, who had been twice convicted, to
John Henry Stafford. The application was granted.”

County Advertiser 27/9/1884

“The adjourned licensing sessions for the Old Hill Petty Sessional Division was held at Old Hill Police Court on Wednesday.....
The following persons, whose names appeared on the black list, and whose licenses were held over from the annual licensing ses-
sion, now had their licenses renewed. James Willetts, BLUE BALL, Enoch Westwood, OLD ENGINE, Sarah Morris, PIG AND
WHISTLE, Old Hill, Philip Mansell, BULLS HEAD, Windmill End, and Elisha Waring, SEVEN STARS, Tividale.”

Dudley Mercury 27/7/1889

“A striking instance of the fidelity of a dog has been afforded this week in connection with a sad railway fatality at Cradley Heath.
The body of a young man named Patrick White (18), a farmer, residing at Codsall, near Wolverhampton, was found on Sunday, on
the Great Western Railway, midway between Old Hill and Cradley Heath. On Saturday night the deceased visited Old Hill, and
after transacting business, he called at a public house. He left late at night, accompanied by a terrier dog. On Sunday morning
some men were attracted to the railway by the barking of a dog, and upon getting up a steep embankment, they were horrified to
find White’s mangled body. The face was reduced to a pulp, and some of the limbs were severed from the body. It is supposed
that the deceased was knocked down by a train early on Sunday morning. It is stated that the dog followed the remains from
where they were found to his late home, and has several times since been to the scene to the accident.

An inquest was held on Monday, at the PLOUGH AND HARROW INN, Corngreaves Road, Cradley Heath, by Mr. Topham (dep-
uty coroner) relative to the fatality. Evidence was given that deceased visited Old Hill on Saturday night and called at the BLUE
BALL INN, when he intimated his intention of walking home along the railway. Nothing further was heard of him until his body
was found in the four-foot. The jury returned a verdict of Accidental Death.”

Birmingham Daily Post 21/11/1890
“Last night a well-attended meeting of miners was held at the BLUE BALL INN, Old Hill. Mr. B. Winwood (agent), in the course

of a long address, remarked that there were various opinions as to how the eight-hours working day should be secured for miners.
Some thought it should be granted to them by Act of Parliament. He did not care much as to how it was obtained, but he meant to
do this utmost to accomplish it, because he knew it was wanted by the men. He observed that Mr. Hickman had been speaking on
the eight-hours question, and said that the miners did not want to work more than seven hours a day. (Hisses.) He (the speaker)

asserted without fear of contradiction, that the miners in the Black Country at the present time worked nearer nine that eight hours



per day. There were so many things to be done before the men commenced their day’s work, and after they had finished their
ordinary task, that the men were employed on an average about nine hours per day. The federation were determined to secure
eight-hours working-day from bank to bank. Mr. Hickman’s estimate that if the Eight-hours Bill was passed it would mean an
increase of 2s per ton upon the cost of getting the coal he considered erroneous and misleading. But, cost what it might, they were
determined to have the eight-hours day, either by Act of Parliament or a national strike. (Applause.) If they failed to obtain it at
the proposed conference of the employers, then the whole of the miners in the country would be called out on strike. (Applause.)
A resolution was passed unanimously approving of the course taken by the Bristol conference with regard to the men’s repre-
sentatives meeting the employers to discuss the eight-hours proposal, and to obtain the views of Parliament on the question, and
agreeing to be represented at such conference when it is held.”

County Express 7/2/1891
“William Southall, Pear Tree Street, Old Hill, was charged with being disorderly on the premises of Mary Ann Foley, the BLUE
BALL, Pear Tree Street, Old Hill, and was fined 2s 6d and costs.”

1891 Census

2, Pear Tree Street

[1] William Foley (25), licensed brewer, born Rowley Regis;
[2] Mary A. Foley (28), wife, born Rowley Regis;

[3] John B. Foley (5), son, scholar, born Rowley Regis;

[4] William Foley (4), son, scholar, born Rowley Regis;

[5] Edith A. Foley (2), daughter, scholar, born Rowley Regis;
[6] Priscilla Phipps (17), domestic servant, born Rowley Regis:

Birmingham Daily Post 9/7/1891
“At the Old Hill Police Court, yesterday, Mary Ann Foley, landlady of the BLUE BALL INN, Old Hill, was summoned for per-

mitting betting on her licensed premises on Sunday, 28" June. Mr. Waldron prosecuted, and Mr. Ward defended. The case for the
prosecution was that on Sunday, 28" June, the defendant’s house was crowded with people, and they were betting on a dog-race
which was to take place on the following day. The people in the various rooms were making bets on the dog-race, and Mr. and
Mrs. Foley were going in and out, and could have heard the betting going on. A man named Bannister made a bet with another
man named Jeavons. Nock, the owner of one of the dogs, Judy, was serving beer. Mr. Ward submitted that the landlady did not
know that betting was going on in her house, and if that was the case there could be no conviction. Mr. Bassano (chairman) re-
marked that there was not sufficient evidence to warrant a conviction against the landlady, and the case would be dismissed.”

County Express 29/8/1891

“The annual licensing sessions for the Rowley Regis division of Staffordshire were held at the Police Court, Old Hill, on Wednes-
day.....

The application on behalf of Mary Ann Foley, of the BLUE BALL INN, Pear Tree Street, was made by Mr. S. Ward (Dudley).
Inspector Bishop said the applicant was summoned on the 8" of July under the Betting House Act, the case being dismissed. Mr.
Ward said that the case having being dismissed, he did not think the police could go behind the dismissal. Inspector Bishop said
he had been directed to serve Mrs. Foley with an objection notice, and the police objected also to the premises on account of their
not being structurally adapted for licensed premises. He had a letter from Mr. Ward, asking him to see Mrs. Foley, and promising
that anything he suggested to make the premises more select should be done. Witness had been to the premises and suggested that
they should be walled in. Mr. Goodman (magistrates’ clerk) said the conviction did not take place owing to a technical difficulty.
Mr. Ward said with regard to the alterations, anything suggested by the police should be carried out before the adjourned licens-
ing meeting. He did not wish to raise any objection to the notice served upon Mrs. Foley, but he submitted that it was bad. The
notice stated that the house was the resort of betting men. It was no offence for a betting man to go into a public house if he did
not bet. Mr. Benjamin Hingley said with respect to the remark made by Mr. Waldron that a certain house was necessary for the
requirements of the district, the Bench were of opinion that if they went into that question they would have a very difficult task to
perform. They felt disposed to refuse a great many licenses, but they did not want to adopt any stringent measures. At the same
time, however, they did not take the view that licenses were strictly given to individuals. The houses were licensed houses, and if
offences were committed in them the owners of the houses would at any rate, in the future, have to bear the penalty. Adjourned.”

County Express 3/10/1891

“Old Hill Adjourned Licensing Sessions.....

Mr. W. Bassano said the only case in which they proposed not to renew the license was in the case of the CROSS INN, Old
Hill.....

Mr. Ward asked if all the other licenses were granted without any special application being necessary. Mr. Bassano said this

was so. Of course they had, in the exercise of their discretion, thought there were several cases in which they might reasonably
withhold the license, and the Bench had had a long discussion that morning before coming into Court as to whether they should do
so in the case of a man fined £10 and costs. However, they had decided to grant the whole of the licenses this year, and they gave
an intimation that in future the Bench would deal very stringently in cases of conviction under the licensing laws, both as regards
the amount of fines and endorsements, and in the cases of endorsements they would deal more stringently. In plain English, this
meant that a person with an endorsement against the house would in future have a very small chance indeed of getting his license
renewed. They hoped the licensed victuallers and other licensed persons in the district would take a warning from that.”




County Express 27/2/1897

“Jemima Price, an old woman, of Lion Lane, Old Hill, was charged with stealing two packets of tobacco, a bottle of ginger beer,
and a salt cellar, the property of William Foley, BLUE BALL INN, Old Hill, on the 16" inst. Mr. Ward defended. The magistrates
thought there was not sufficient evidence as to the salt cellar, but thought there was no doubt the defendant stole the ginger beer
and tobacco, and fined her 20s and costs.”

County Advertiser 29/5/1897
“A temporary authority to sell liquor at the BLUE BALL INN, Old Hill, was granted to James Price.”

County Advertiser 6/8/1898 - Notice

“To the Overseers of the Poor of the Parish of Rowley Regis, in the County of Stafford, and to the Superintendent of Police of the
District in which the Premises hereinafter mentioned are situate.

I, David Charles Price, now residing at the BLUE BALL INN, Pear Tree Street, Old Hill, in the County of Stafford, Do Hereby
Give Notice, that it is my intention to Apply, at the next General Annual Licensing Meeting, to be holden at the Public Office,

at Old Hill, in the said County of Stafford, for the Provisional Removal and Confirmation of a License to hold any of the Excise
Licenses that may be held by a Publican to Sell by Retail, under the Intoxicating Liquor Licensing Act, 1828, and Acts amending
the same, Intoxicating Liquor to be consumed either on or off the House or Premises, situate and being in Pear Tree Street, Old
Hill, aforesaid, and known by the sign of the BLUE BALL INN, and now in my occupation, from the last-mentioned Premises to
new Premises about to be erected, and to be situate at the corner of Pear Tree Lane and Petford Street, Old Hill, in the said Parish
of Rowley Regis, and County of Stafford.

I Hereby Further State that William Foley, of Old Hill, aforesaid, Brewer, is the owner of the said Premises. That such House
when built will be of the annual value of £40 0s 0d, and will contain, exclusive of the rooms occupied by the Inmates thereof,
Three Rooms.

Given under my hand this 25th day of July, 1898.

David Charles Price.

Witness: David Wall, Clerk with Mr. J. W. Clulow, Solicitor, Brierley Hill.”

Dudley Herald 27/8/1898

“The annual Licensing Sessions of the Rowley Regis Petty Sessional Division was held at the Old Hill Police Court on Wednes-
day.....

Mr. W. Clulow (Brierley Hill), on behalf of David Charles Price, applied for a removal of the license of the BLUE BALL INN to
premises about to be erected at the corner of Pear Tree Lane and Petford Street. Mr. Clulow pointed out that the present buildings
were in a dilapidated condition, and it had been a licensed house for a number of years, and the substantial manner in which the
new building was proposed to be erected would effect a considerable improvement.

The Chairman said if the application was granted there must be none of those aids and inducements so much practised, viz, danc-
ing and singing. There were in the parish more licenses than were required, and if the police and the Bench desired to get rid of a
few it must be by extinguishing one or more where they were thickest.

The application was granted.”

County Advertiser 8/10/1898

“The annual meeting of the Licensing Committee of the county of Stafford was held at the Shire Hall, Stafford, on Saturday.....
Mr. J. Walter Clulow applied for the confirmation of a provisional grant which was made by the Old Hill Licensing Justices on
the 24" August last, for the removal of the full license held by David Charles Price, at present at the BLUE BALL INN, Peartree
Street, Old Hill, to a new hotel about to be erected in Petford Street and Peartree Lane, Old Hill. The Licensing Committee grant-
ed the application.”

County Advertiser 26/8/1899

“The Licensing Sessions for the Rowley Regis Petty Sessional Division were held on Wednesday, at Old Hill.....

On the application of Mr. Clulow, the magistrates approved of the structural alterations carried out on the premises of the NEW
BLUE BALL INN, Peartree Street, Old Hill.”

1901 Census

Petford Street

[1] David Charles Price (58), publican, born Evesham;

[2] Ellen Louisa Price (48), wife, born Birmingham;

[3] Lucy Elizabeth Harrison (24), niece, domestic servant, born Evesham;
[4] Albert Edward Robins (9), nephew, born Evesham:

County Express 1/6/1901

“On Wednesday morning Mr. H. A. Pearson (South Staffordshire coroner) held an inquest at the BLUE BALL HOTEL, Peartree
Lane, Old Hill, concerning the death of Thomas Frederick Stevens, aged 2% years, the son of Thomas Stevens, tube worker, Peart-
ree Street, who had died from scalds.

The evidence showed that on the 20" May, the deceased, when passing the kitchen fire, caught hold of the saucepan handle and




upset the saucepan, which contained boiling water and potato peelings. The water fell on to the child’s head and breast, and also
on the feet of Thomas Stevens, the father, both being badly scalded. The deceased died on the 26" May.

Dr. De Denne said the injuries were of a very extensive character, and death was due to shock.

Inspector Hodgkinson said as the result of inquiries he could not say that the parents were in any way to blame. They had the
reputation for properly looking after their children.

The jury returned a verdict of Accidental Death.”

David Charles Price died in the 1* quarter of 1903.

County Advertiser 5/9/1903 - Advert

“BLUE BALL INN, Old Hill, Staffs.

Mr. T. Pateshall is instructed to Sell by Auction, as above, on Monday Next, September 7%, 1903, the General Household Furni-
ture and Effects, comprising Marble Eight-day Time-piece, Bronze Marble Horses, Pier Glass, in black and gold frame; Lady’s
and Gentleman’s Mahogany Easy Chairs, Mahogany and Cane-seated and Windsor Chairs, Mahogany and Deal Tables, Musical
Box, Oil Paintings and Water Colour Drawings, Walnut Over-mantel, Elegant Walnut Drawing Room Suite, in crimson plush;
Gipsy Table, Dinner and Tea Services, Full-compass Cottage Pianoforte, in walnut case; Handsome Walnut Duchesse Toilet Table
and Wash Stand, Toilet Ware, Mahogany Chests of Drawers, Brussel’s Carpet, Night Chair, Four Sets of Brass-mounted and Iron
French Bedsteads, Feather Beds, Mahogany Sofa, Mahogany Corner Cupboard, &c, &c, belonging to representative of the late
Mrs. Louisa Ellen Price.

Sale at Eleven o’clock.

Catalogues from the Auctioneer, Cradley Heath.”

County Advertiser 3/10/1903 - Advert

“Re Mrs. Louisa Ellen Price, Deceased.

All Persons having any Claims or Demands against the Estate of Mrs. Louisa Ellan Price, late of the BLUE BALL INN, Old
Hill, in the County of Stafford, Innkeeper and Widow, deceased, who died on the 30" day of August, 1903, are requested to Send
Particulars of the same to the undersigned on or before the 10" day of October next.

Dated this 23" day of September, 1903. Thomas Cooksey, Old Hill, Staffs, Solicitor for the Executor.”

It had a bowling green. [1904]

County Advertiser 30/1/1904
“Air-Gun Shooting. Friendly. REINDEER, Cradley Heath, 309. BLUE BALL, Old Hill, 281.”

County Advertiser 30/1/1904
“The following licenses were transferred.....
BLUE BALL INN, Old Hill, Mary Jane Weston to her husband, Frederick Weston.”

County Advertiser 27/8/1904

“On Sunday afternoon the eighth annual parade and service arranged by the various friendly societies in the Old Hill district took
place under favourable circumstances. The proceedings commenced with a large procession.....

The Old Hill Brass Band started from the BLUE BALL INN, Peartree Street, and proceeded by way of Peartree Street, Ridding
Street, and New Street to Halesowen Road, calling for societies at the GEORGE HOTEL. Afterwards they proceeded across
Spring Meadow and Cherry Orchard to the field.....

Upon arrival at the field a grand procession was formed ..... This paraded the principal streets of the locality for some time, after
which they proceeded to a field in High Street, kindly lent for the occasion by Mr. A. E. Sidaway. Here a service was held, the
chair being occupied by Dr. T. E. Mitchell. Notwithstanding the threatening state of the weather there was a large attendance.....
A collection was made upon the route, and at the service, on behalf of the Dudley Guest Hospital, Dudley Dispensary, Birming-
ham Eye Hospital, Birmingham General Hospital, Birmingham Ear and Throat Hospital, and the Old Hill Nurses Fund.”

County Advertiser 27/8/1904
“An occasional license was granted to Frederick Weston, BLUE BALL INN, Cradley Heath, from two till eight pm on Saturday,
on the occasion of the Cradley Heath band contest.”

County Advertiser 22/10/1904

“On Saturday evening last, at the BLUE BALL INN, Old Hill, there was a large gathering of members of the Order of Druids
Friendly Society and others, for the purpose of making a presentation to Brother Joseph Westwood, who has been for nine years
secretary to the Pride of the Bridge Lodge of the Order (Dudley and Tipton District). Bro. Dearn, DDMG, presided, and among
those prestnt were ..... Fred Weston (host).....

[Joseph Westwood was presented with a clock and two bronze Marly horses.]

County Advertiser 19/5/1906
“On Monday night, a smoking concert, for the benefit of James Morgan, of Old Hill, took place at the BLUE BALL HOTEL. Mr.
D. Gill occupied the chair. Messes. Charles Gee, S. Evans, G. Plimmer, F. Morgan, F. W. Hudson, J. H. Taylor, A. James, and J.




Cox contributed items, and Messrs. J. H. Williams and D. Adams acted as accompanists.”

County Advertiser 23/6/1906

“Mr. W. L. Lewis (deputy coroner) held an inquest last night at the BLUE BALL INN, Old Hill, concerning the death of Alice Fin-
low, two years of age, whose parents reside at Peartree Street, Old Hill. It appeared that on Wednesday the child was playing in
the brewhouse, and was missed by the mother. A search was made, and after some time the dead body of deceased was found in a
cistern. The boards which covered the cistern were decayed, and had given way. The jury found a verdict of Accidental Death.”

County Advertiser 27/10/1906

“Mr. G. C. Lewis (coroner) held an inquest at the BLUE BALL INN, Old Hill, on Tuesday night, respecting the death of Beatrice
Edwards, aged two years and nine months, whose parents reside in Petford Street, Old Hill, and who died on the 22™ inst from

the effects of severe scalds sustained on the 17" inst. The evidence showed that on the latter date a sister, who is an imbecile, was
lifting a bowl of boiling water when she slipped, and it toppled over upon the deceased, who was badly scalded about the neck and
arms. The child was attended by Dr. Tibbetts but died as stated from shock. The jury returned a verdict of Accidental Death.”

County Advertiser 3/11/1906

“Friendly Societies Committee. On Thursday night the annual dimmer in connection with this committee was held at the BLUE
BELL [sic] INN, Old Hill. A capital repast was provided by the host (Mr. F. Weston) after which Councillor J. Wheeler presid-
ed.....”

Leominster News 12/4/1907

“Mr. G. C. Lewis on Wednesday held an inquest at the BLUE BALL INN, Old Hill, respecting the death of Ann Smart (77), of
Yew Tree Lane, Rowley, which occurred under strange circumstances on the 9" inst. The evidence showed that some time ago
deceased was blown over during a gale and sustained a severe injury to her elbow. She recently went to live with a relative at Pet-
ford Street, Old Hill, and was supplied with a quantity of liniment containing poison for the purpose of rubbing her elbow. On the
7th inst deceased, whilst in bed, drank a quantity of the liniment believing it to be a bottle of medicine. When deceased realised
her mistake she shouted to her relatives, and Dr. Tibbetts was at once summoned. Death, however, resulted on the following day.
The jury returned a verdict of Death by Misadventure.”

County Advertiser 13/7/1907

“On Saturday night the annual dinner in connection with the Old Hill Red Rose Football Club was held at the BLUE BALL INN,
Peartree Lane, Old Hill. About fifty members and supporters of the club sat down to an excellent repast prepared by the host and
hostess (Mr. and Mrs. F. Weston). Subsequently Mr. James Wheeler presided over the gathering.....”

County Express 8/5/1909

“A general meeting of the members of the Cradley Heath St. Luke’s Football Club was held at the BLUE BALL INN, Old Hill, on
Monday for the purpose of considering the advisability of converting the club into a limited liability company. There was only a
small attendance.....”

Tipton Herald 11/9/1909

“The annual dinner of the Pride of the Bridge Lodge, Order of Druids, was held at the Lodge House on Saturday, when a good
number of members sat down to an excellent repast provided by the host, Bro. Fred Weston, Old Hill, in a manner which reflected
great credit on him as a caterer.....

Bro. Joseph Westwood (secretary) congratulated the lodge upon the position it had attained. Financially, they stood equal to any
in the district. Its degree of solvency was 31s 6d in the £; its average age was only 27 years; it sickness experience was only four
days per member, and they had gained £30 during the year, having gained in the past ten years £178. The worth of the Order was
£200,000, with a membership upwards of 85,000. He urged upon the members to do their best to bring new members, as no other
society offered better benefits, independent of the Accident Compensation Fund, from which Bro. Joseph Dearns received a grant
of £15 on account of his accident.

Votes of thanks to the host for his able catering, and the chairman, brought a very enjoyable evening to a close.”

County Express 17/9/1910

“The Order Of Druids. The fourteenth anniversary of the Pride of the Bridge Lodge was held at the BLUE BALL, Old Hill, on
Saturday night, when upwards of thirty members sat down to an excellent dinner provided by the host, Mr. Fred Weston. After the
withdrawal of the cloth, Bro. Frederick Neal, NGA, presided, and Bro. Joseph Hutland, VGA, was vice-chairman.....”

1911 Census

Peartree Lane — BLUE BALL INN

[1] Frederick Weston (48), licensed victualler, born Rowley Regis;
[2] Lillian Weston (25), wife, married 1 year, born Dudley;

[3] Elizabeth Davis (25), general servant, born Cradley;

[4] Florance May Whitcombe (14), general servant, born Woodside:

[Was Frederick Weston the manager for owner, William Foley?]



County Express 8/6/1912

“BLUE BALL Bowling Club, Old Hill.

A meeting was held at the above club house, on Tuesday evening for the purpose of presenting the pair of bowls to Mr. J. Jackson
(captain) which he won in the bowling tournament on Saturday.....

Mr. Griffiths (secretary) announced that the last two matches played with the CASTLE INN had both resulted in victories, by 23
away from home and by 43 at home. This was a good start for the season.

Mr. S. Cockin proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. Fred Weston for presenting the bowls to the above club, and this was supported by
Mr. H. Griffiths and other members of the above club.

After the meeting the members participated in an enjoyable smoking concert.”

Dudley Chronicle 27/7/1912

“Yesterday, at the BLUE BALL INN, Old Hill, Mr. G. C. Lewis (coroner) held an enquiry into the death of Fanny Westwood, a
child of three years and seven months, daughter of William and Lily Westwood, of 64, Pear Tree Street, Old Hill, who died on
Wednesday as the result of scalds sustained on Tuesday. From the evidence it appeared the child was playing in the yard, and fell
into a bath of hot beer which had been placed in the entry by a neighbour named Mrs. Bowen. Another neighbour named Nock
heard screams, and got the child out. Mrs. Bowen, in evidence, said it was her custom to put the hot beer in the yard and not in
the entry, but it was raining on this day. Asked by the Coroner whether she did not think the practice a dangerous one, she replied
that she would not do it again.

The jury returned a verdict of Accidental Death, and expressed the hope that people who followed such dangerous practices would
discontinue them.”

County Express 17/8/1912

“The Bowling Green.....

The BLUE BALL, Old Hill, received a visit from the DUKE WILLIAM. Rain spoilt a close contest when the visiting team were
leading by 4 points. It was hard lines for the BLUE BALL, as their best bowlers had not bowled.”

Dudley Chronicle 31/8/1912
“The annual general meeting of the Cradley Heath St. Luke’s Football Club was held on Friday evening at the BLUE BALL HO-
TEL, Old Hill.....”

The Stage 18/5/1916 - Advert
“Wanted Known. Pianist at Lib, May 29, Ineligible. Ex. Refs. Pictures only. Satisfaction guaranteed.
Pianist, c.o. BLUE BALL INN, Old Hill, Staffs.”

It was the headquarters of BLUE BALL Rovers FC from the 1900s to the 1930s.

Birmingham Daily Gazette 31/8/1922
“Declaring that they did not consider the evidence sufficiently strong to justify a conviction, the magistrates at Old Hill yesterday

dismissed a summons against Hannah Williams, licensee of the BLUE BALL INN, Petford Street, for supplying intoxicating
liquor during prohibited hours on 5 August.

Summonses against Benjamin Tromans, licensee of the DUKE WILLIAM, Colley Gate; Frederick Denning, licensee of the
CROWN INN, Kingswinford; and Frederick Tromans, of Intended Street, Cradley, for consuming the drink were accordingly not
proceeded with.

The police observing a light in the smoke room at 11.15pm and hearing voices and the clinking of glasses, entered the premises
from the rear. They found the three men and the husband of the licensee sitting in the room, a number of glasses, which with one
exception, were empty, being upon the table.

The defence was that the three men were friends of the husband, and all the drinking which took place occurred before 10 o’clock.
The clinking of glasses was caused, it was said, by the barmaid who was engaged in washing them.”

Robert William Botfield — see also ANCHOR, BELL and BEEHIVE, Cradley Heath.
It had a pigeon club.

George Thomas Owen — see also PACK HORSE.

Black Country Bugle

‘Old Hill Pub, No Mystery’ - letter from Mrs. E Stevens

“Sorry — I can’t remember all the names. The picture was taken during the war and most of those on it belonged to the BLUE
BALL bowling team. Whilst her husband was in the navy, Mrs. Owen and myself looked after the pub.”

Harold Noah Homer — see also TIMBERTREE.

Sandwell Evening Mail 25/8/1987




“Black Country actor and comedian Ray Hingley ..... After leaving school at 14 he wanted to go into showbusiness but had no
connections, so started doing amateur concert party work. His first semi-professional job brought him ten old shillings from doing
a monologue ‘Albert and the Lion’ in an upstairs room at the BLUE BALL INN, Old Hill.....”

Its name was changed to BLUE BULL. [1999]

Halesowen News 26/8/1999 - Advert

“The BLUE BULL. Under New Management.

Dave and Kath would like to extend a warm welcome to all customers old and new.

Bank Holiday Family Fun Day on Monday 30" August, 11am onwards, including Bouncy Castle, BBQ and Children’s Games.
Happy Hour Every Day 6pm - 9pm.

Traditional Irish music sessions each Monday from 8pm - 11pm.

Peartree Lane, Old Hill.”

Its name was changed to BLUE BALL. [2004]

[2005]

Its name was changed to GOLDMINE. [2007]

Closed [2007], [2008]

Halesowen News 19/1/2007

“A Cradley Heath pub, which recently shut its doors, could soon be demolished and redeveloped into a residential home if

Sandwell Council planners give the green light. The council has received a planning application for the GOLDMINE public
house, formerly the BLUE BALL, and its current fenced off car park in Peartree Lane. The application, submitted by Brightwell

Properties Ltd, outlines plans to demolish the Victorian pub and construct a 38 bedroomed care home for the elderly. Planning
Officer Mike Nicholls has recommended council planners pass the plans, stating a nursing home for the elderly would be an
acceptable use in a residential area. Sandwell Council have also received an application to demolish the COOKSEY public house,
with plans to build six two bed apartments. The traditional Victorian pub in Halesowen Road, has been closed and de-licenced for
the past three years. Both applications will appear in front of councillors at a future planning committee meeting.”

[In 2008 planning permission was granted to demolish and build a care home.]

Demolished [2009]

BLUE BALL

Rowley Village, ROWLEY REGIS

OWNERS

LICENSEES

William Mills /1818] — [1834]

BOAT

141, (114), (67), Station Road, (14, (122), Granville Road), (122, Gorsty Hill), (Slack Hillock), OLD HILL

OWNERS

Joshua Hipkins, Brierley Hill

Smith and Williams (acquired on 22" February 1928)
Julia Hanson and Son Ltd. (acquired in 1934)
Wolverhampton and Dudley Breweries Ltd.

Marstons plc



LICENSEES

JEdmonds [1831]

James Smith [1833] — [1849]
Elias Benton [1851]

James Smith [1852]

Elijah Benton [1854]

James Smith [1855]

Jane Benton [1861]

Jabez Tromans [1861]—/[1872]
James Tromans [1862]

Jane Tromans [ ] —1869);

Joseph Tromans (1869 —[1871]
Thomas Tromans [1881] —[1887]
William Tromans [1891]—[1901]
John Hingley [ ]-1903);

Enoch Rodnick (1903 - ]
William Tromans [7908]

Sarah Tromans [ ] —1908);
Elizabeth Tromans (1908 —[ ]
Sarah Tromans [1911]

Mrs. Eliza (Tromans) Willetts [1912] — [1916]
Isaac Hughes [1919] - 1926);
Benjamin Davis (1926 — 1928);
William Powell (1928);

William Charles Smith (1928 — 1932);
William Powell (1932 - 1934);
James Leonard ‘Len’ Stafford (1934 — 1940);
Mrs. Agnes Rock (1940 — 1948);
Wilfred Hayes (1948 — 1961);
Harry Allport (1961 — [1965)

Joe Marsh [1975]—[1978]

Bryan Blewitt [1984]

John Smith [1987]

Carol Salisbury (1991 -1 ]

Sue Murphy [ ]

Neal Hughes [ ]

Elaine Gordon [2009]

NOTES

Slack Hillock [1851], [1861]

122, Gosty Hill [1881],[1891]

122, Granville Road [1896]

14, Granville Road [1901]

67, Station Road [1908], [1912], [1916], [1921], [1924], [1932], [1939], [1940]
114, Station Road [1993]

141, Station Road [1996], [2008]

It was situated close to the Dudley No.2 Canal.

It was popular with boatmen.

Aris; Birmingham Gazette 28/2/1831 - Advert
“To be Let, and entered upon immediately, a small Public House, called the BOAT, situate near Gosty Hill, Hales Owen. As the

coming-in will be very low, this is a favourable opportunity for any young couple wishing to commence in the above line.
Enquire of Mr. J. Edmonds on the premises.”

Staffordshire Advertiser 28/8/1847
“Inquests before George Hinchliffe, Esq, Coroner......
On Monday at the BOAT INN, Rowley Regis, on the body of Jeremiah Brownes, aged 3 years, who accidentally fell out of his



father’s boat into the canal, while passing through the Gusty Hill Tunnel, on Saturday night, and was drowned. Verdict Acciden-
tally Drowned.”

1851 Census

Slack Hillock

[1] Elias Benton (36), victualler and engineer, born Tipton;

[2] Jane Benton (36), wife, born Cradley;

[3] Elias Benton (7), nephew, scholar, born West Bromwich;
[4] Sarah Whitehouse (16), general servant, born Birmingham:

Hoof marks reported on the roof in 1855.

Elias Benton died in the 3™ quarter of 1859.

Jane Benton married Jabez Troman on 4™ September 1860.

Jabez Tromans = Jabez Troman = Jabez Trowmans = Jabez Yeomans

1861 Census

Slack Hillock — BOAT INN

[1] Jabez Troman (36), victualler, born Rowley Regis;
[2] Jane Troman (46), wife, born Rowley Regis;

[3] Jane Morris (19), general servant, born Brierley Hill:

Worcestershire Chronicle 1/10/1862

“William Smith, licensed victualler, Gorsty Hill, was summoned for having, on the 16" inst, unlawfully sold a quantity of ale

on a race course without being duly licensed to do so. Defendant pleaded guilty, but urged that he had applied to the Excise for

a license, and was informed that a license was not required, and that he might sell what he wished during the wake. The Clerk
pointed out to the Bench that by the 25% Vic. chap.22, sec.13, the Commissioners of Inland Revenue could grant permission to
licensed victuallers to sell on race courses after the consent of two Justice of the Peace had been obtained. He further suggested
that as the Act was a new one, it could not be very well known, and that all purposes might be served if the defendant would plead
guilty and pay costs. The defendant agreed to this course, and the case was dismissed.

John Wright and James Tromans, publicans at Gorsty Hill, were brought up on similar charges, and were dismissed under the
same conditions.”

Birmingham Daly Post 3/11/1862 - Advert
“Staffordshire. Desirable Freehold Property. Gorsty Hill, Rowley Regis.

Davies and King will Sell by Auction, Tomorrow (Tuesday), the 4™ November, at Six o’clock in the Evening, at the house of Jabez
Trowmans, the BOAT INN, Gorsty Hill, Rowley Regis.....”

Stourbridge Observer 22/8/1868

“An inquest was held on Monday last at the house of Jabez Tromans, Gorsty Lane, before Mr. E. Hooper, touching the death of
William Rose (9).

From the evidence adduced it appears that the deceased went to fetch some water from the canal, about mid-day on Saturday last.
He had been missed about half an hour.

Search was made for him, and he was found in the canal, and when taken out was dead.

The jury returned a verdict of Found Drowned.”

Birmingham Daily Gazette 2/11/1868
“Shocking Accident On The Stourbridge Extension Railway.

The first fatal accident on this line, which was opened on the 1% of April, 1867, occurred on Saturday morning, near the Old Hill
Station. The goods train from Pontypool arrived here a few minutes before seven, and was accompanied by a young man named
Jno. Llewellin, aged 24 years, who was a junior guard. Llewellin got out of the van at Old Hill for the purpose of uncoupling the
train from the pilot engine, when somehow or other he missed his footing and fell under the train. The engine-driver a few sec-
onds afterwards was horrified to see his body lying on the line, frightfully mangled; both his legs cut clean off, as well as his right
hand and left arm. His body was at once conveyed to J. Troman’s, the BOAT INN, where it lies awaiting the coroner’s inquest.
Unfortunately, deceased leaves a young wife and a child to lament his untimely end. Old Hill Station is only a mile from Hales
Owen, and caused much excitement there. Great commiseration is expressed for the young widow.”

Birmingham Daily Gazette 30/8/1869
“The annual licensing meeting for Rowley Regis division was held on Friday, at COOKSEY’S HOTEL, Old Hill.....

Mr. Superintendent Mills handed in to the Bench the following list of licensed victuallers who had been fined within the last

year.....
Jabez Yeomans, BOAT, Gorsty Hill.”



County Express 16/10/1869
“Transfer of Licenses.....
BOAT INN, Gosty Hill, from Jane Tromans, deceased, to Joseph Tromans.”

County Advertiser 16/7/1870

“On Tuesday evening, a boy, named Benjamin Billingham, about three years of age, son of a rivet-maker, living at Gorsty Hill,
was missed from home. A search was instituted, and the canal close by dragged during the night. About five o’clock next morn-
ing his dead body was found in the canal, near the BOAT INN. At the inquest a verdict of Found Drowned was returned.”

1871 Census

Gosty Hill - BOAT INN

[1] Joseph Tromans (81), licensed victualler and nail maker, born Rowley Regis;
[2] Maria Tromans (21), grand-daughter, house keeper, born Rowley Regis;

[3] Elisha Willets (56), lodger, nail maker, born Halesowen;

[4] Charlotte Brooks (15), domestic servant, born Rowley Regis:

1881 Census

122, Gosty Hill - BOAT INN

[1] Thomas Tromans (62), licensed victualler, born Rowley Regis;

[2] Phoebe Tromans (60), wife, born Cradley;

[3] George Tromans (26), son, nail warechouseman, born Rowley Regis;
[4] Charlotte Tromans (25), daughter-in-law, born Rowley Regis;

[5] Phoebe A. B. Tromans (2), grand-daughter, born Rowley Regis:

Dudley and District News 27/8/1881

“Benjamin Smith, no address, was charged with stealing a silk handkerchief and a tin containing three pounds of preserved meat
from the person of Mark Parkes, residing at Gorsty Hill.

Complainant said that while returning from Blackheath on the previous Saturday, he met defendant in the BOAT INN. They had
a glass of beer, and left together. When undoing a gate near Gorsty Hill, his hand got entangled in a staple, and while he was in
this condition prisoner snatched the handkerchief containing the meat out of his other hand, and made off. The following day he
sought out prisoner and took the tin from him; but the meat had been eaten.

There being only one magistrate on the Bench, the case was remanded for a week.”

Dudley and District News 3/9/1881

“Benjamin Smith (45), labourer, no fixed address, was charged with stealing a tin containing 21bs of preserved meat and a silk
handkerchief, value 3s 6d, from Mark Parkes, labourer, on the road between Gorsty Hill and Blackheath, on the 13" inst. Com-
plainant said he had been at Blackheath for the meat, and had the tin rolled up in his handkerchief. On the way home he went into
the BOAT INN, where he met the prisoner. They left the Inn together, and when complainant was undoing a gate on the road near
his house his hand became entangled in a staple. Prisoner seized the opportunity and snatched the bundle out of his other hand,
and made off with it. He saw prisoner the following day and took the tin from him, but the meat had been extracted. Prisoner,
pleading not guilty, said he did not leave the Inn at the same time as complainant. He was going down the road some time after-
wards, and came upon the tin of meat lying on the ground.

PC Lightfoot deposed to arresting prisoner on the 22" inst. When taken into custody, he confessed having eaten the meat.

The Bench found the charge proved, and sentenced prisoner to 14 days imprisonment.”

County Advertiser 11/11/1882 - Deaths
“On the 6" inst, Phoebe, wife of Thomas Troman, BOAT INN, Gorsty Hill, aged 68 years.”

County Advertiser 23/7/1887

“At the Rowley Regis Police Court, on Wednesday, before Mr. Walter Bassano and Mr. J. Walker, six publicans named Edwin
Cooper, Waterfall Lane; James Southwick, Yew Tree Lane; Isaac Mullett, Ross, Blackheath; Thomas Tromans, Gorsty Hill; James
Andrews Levett, Perry’s Lake; and Joseph Tibbetts, Cromwell Street, Blackheath, were each brought up for defrauding the Inland
Revenue by using sugar in the beer after the Excise Officer had made an entry of the brewing. Mr. Shakespeare, of Oldbury, rep-
resented the first five-named defendants.

Mr. J. Blake Davies (supervisor of Excise) stated that the whole of the defendants were licensed victuallers. In April last Excise
officers visited their cellars. After brewings had taken place and the entries been made, it was discovered that the defendants had
put loaf sugar into the barrels. The sugar was found at the bottom of the barrels in a partly dissolved state. In each instance the
beer was racked, and each offender said that the sugar had been used for the purpose of ‘fining’ the beer. Notices had from time
to time been published to the effect that it was illegal to use sugar after entries had been taken by the Excise officers, because the
Board of Inland Revenue was defrauded by the beer being increased in strength and no increased duty paid.

Mr. Bassano: Dose the use of sugar with beer that has been racked increase the gravity of the beer?

Mr. Davies: A brewer might by adding sugar increase his ‘twopenny’ into ‘sixpenny.’

Mr. Bassano: And are the consumers of beer any way prejudiced by the use of such beer as you have referred to?




Mr. Davies: It is heavy and certainly not wholesome.

Mr. Bassano: That is important.

Mr. Davies (continuing) said the illegal use of sugar was on the increase, and the Board of Inland Revenue desired to put a stop to
the practice.

Mr. Shakespeare said the whole of his clients pleaded guilty, but had acted in ignorance, and as the Board of Inland Revenue had
really sustained no loss he should with confidence ask the magistrates to only inflict nominal penalties. The Excise officers had in
each instance seized the beer and utensils, and one of the defendants had had to pay as much as £3 14s for the purchase of his beer
from the Excise officers. He also asked the magistrates to bear in mind that the publicans of the Black Country had been in the
habit of using sugar to ‘fine’ the beer. He was assured the defendants had not used it for the purpose of increasing the gravity of
the beer, and as a matter of fact had not gained a single farthing by what they had done.

Mr. Davies said he thought it only right that he should inform the magistrates and the public that the use of sugar in racked beer
did not ‘fine’ the beer, but only increased its specific gravity. He must ask the magistrates to make examples of the defendants.
Mr. Bassano said it was important that the law should be observed, and that the public should be supplied with a wholesome arti-
cle.

The defendant were each fined £20 including costs, which amounted to £120.”

1891 Census

122, Gosty Hill - BOAT INN

[1] William Tromans (50), publican, born Rowley Regis;

[2] Sarah Tromans (56), wife, born Rowley Regis;

[3] Frank Tromans (20), son, striker, born Rowley Regis;

[4] William Tromans (16), son, general labourer, born Rowley Regis;
[5] Sarah A. Tromans (23), daughter, born Rowley Regis;

[6] Hannah Tromans (18), daughter, born Rowley Regis;

[7]1 Eliza Tromans (12), daughter, scholar, born Rowley Regis:

County Express 1/9/1900

“An invitation supper in connection with the BOAT INN Sick and Draw Club took place there on Monday, a good number of
members and friends being present. After the dinner, Mr. J. Hingley was voted to the chair, and under him, a capital programme
of songs etc, was rendered. Before breaking up, votes of thanks were unanimously passed to the host and hostess, the donors, and
friends who had helped musically, thus closing a most pleasant evening.”

1901 Census

14, Granville Road

[1] William Tromans (60), publican, born Old Hill;
[2] Sarah Tromans (67), wife, born Dudley;

[3] Sarah Ann Tromans (33), daughter, born Old Hill;
[4] Hannah Tromans (28), daughter, born Old Hill;
[5] Eliza Tromans (22), daughter, born Old Hill:

William Tromans — see also WHARF.
County Express 15/8/1908

“At Old Hill, on Wednesday, licenses were transferred as follows.....
The BOAT INN, Gorsty Hill, to Elizabeth Tromans from Sarah Tromans, the executrix of her late father.....”

Tipton Herald 16/1/1909

“Mr. G. C. Lewis held an inquest at the BOAT INN, Old Hill, concerning the death of Thomas Henry Newton (14), horse driver,
of Gorsty Hill, who met with his death under shocking circumstances on the 5" inst. The evidence showed that the youth was
employed by his uncle, Mr. James Brookes, haulier, of Old Hill, and on the date named was in charge of a chain horse working
between Old Hill railway station and Coombs Wood Tube Works. Newton attempted to get on the horse’s back at the top of the
incline in Station Road. His left foot became entangled in the chain, and at the same time the horse bolted. The unfortunate youth
was dragged along the road for several hundred yards before the horse was stopped by deceased’s father, who did not recognise
his son until he had pulled up the animal. Newton sustained terrible injuries. The jury returned a verdict of Accidental Death.”

1911 Census

Station Road — BOAT INN

[1] Sarah Tromans (75), licensed victualler, born Dudley;

[2] Hannah Tromans (37), daughter, assisting in the business, born Old Hill;
[3] Eliza Tromans (32), daughter, born Old Hill:

Dudley Chronicle 6/12/1913
“The license of the BOAT INN, Tividale [sic] was granted to Mrs. Eliza Willettts, who formerly held it in the name of Eliza Tro-
mans.”




Birmingham Daily Post 5/2/1914
“The licensing sessions for the Old Hill Petty Sessional Division were held yesterday.....

The Bench granted an application to carry out structural alteration at the BOAT INN, Station Road, Old Hill, Eliza Willetts, the
licensee, stating that the improvements would lessen the drinking area.”

Conveyance 2/7/1934

“All that messuage or dwelling-house with the outbuildings yard and premises thereto belonging for many years used and occu-
pied as a public house and known as the BOAT INN situate in Station Road Gorsty Hill in the Parish of Rowley Regis ..... and
also all that messuage or dwelling house the hereinbefore described property situate in and known as 68 Station Road Gorsty Hill
aforesaid with the lock-up shop adjoining thereto all now in the occupation of Roland Barnsley.....”

1939 Register
67, Station Road — BOAT INN

[1] James L. (Len) Stafford, date of birth 9/4/1898, public house manager and machine tool setter, married;
[2] May Stafford, dob 1/5/1897, unpaid domestic duties, married;
[4] Sadie (Stafford) Patrick, dob 9/7/1928, at school, single;

Sandwell Evening Mail 11/11/1991

“A licensee’s husband suffered horrific facial burns after becoming engulfed in flames when he used petrol to light a bonfire at a
Black Country pub. Firemen said Brian Salisbury started the bonfire on land at the front of the BOAT pub, Station Road, Old Hill.
A blast blew flames back into Mr. Salisbury’s face and body. Customers rushed to put out the flames while others telephoned the
emergency services.

Mr. Salisbury, aged 47, was taken to Birmingham Accident Hospital with burns to a third of his face and body. His condition
today was poorly but stable. Mr. Salisbury’s stepdaughter Kelly, aged ten, was also hurt after having been struck on the head by
an object blown from the fire.

Martin Hetherington, who lives at the pub, said, ‘I went out to light the bonfire for customers but Brian turned up and I went
inside. The pub doors were shaken by an explosion and people came rushing in to say Brian had been burned. Some people were
so upset they went home. Brian is a great chap, well liked and always joking. He is a pipe fitter and his wife Carol is the pub
licensee. She only took over the pub a few months ago.’

The couple live at Halesowen and Mrs. Salisbury was said to be too upset to talk today.

Station Officer Derek Maddock, of Halesowen Fire Station, said, ‘Mr. Salisbury made the mistake of using petrol to ignite the
bonfire on Saturday night. He suffered 35 per cent burns when the ignition blew the flames back on him. It is a dangerous prac-
tice to use petrol in this manner and people should not do it. We were called because there were fears of the fire spreading,” he
added.”

Halesowen News 7/4/2009

“A string of events are planned at the BOAT pub on Station Road to raise money for a syringe driver for the Black Country House
Nursing Home in Halesowen Road, Old Hill. Macmillan nurses use the driver to deliver drugs to cancer patients at the home.
BOAT landlady Elaine Gordon decided to try and help the home because she knows some of the staff there.

Fundraisers will be kicked off on Friday April 10 with an auction during which items including signed West Bromwich Albion
and Wolves footballs will be up for grabs. The auction starts at 8pm. A jumble sale with tombola will start at 10am on Saturday
(April 11) followed by a darts knockout match at noon.

The pub has already raised £240 from donations.”

Halesowen News 15/4/2013

“A group of Old Hill pub-goers have souped up old bangers for a Wacky Races style road trip inspired by a Halesowen leukaemia
sufferer. The friends who drink in the BOAT INN and are part of Old Halesonians Rugby Club came up with the idea to do up
cheap cars in various themes and don fancy dress to drive to Aberystwyth. Around ten cars will revv off from the Station Road
pub on Saturday (April 20) before 9am. The aim is to raise more than £5k for Birmingham Children’s Hospital where Lutley
Primary pupil Daisy May is being treated. Organiser Trevor Patrick’s daughter Ellie May Patrick, aged five, is in the same class as
Daisy, also five. Themes for the cars include Starkey and Hutch, Ghost Busters, Blues Brothers and Batman and Robin. Among
around 25 pals taking part is John Clark, a sales manager for Tata Steel. John, aged 48, said, ‘It’s turning into a real Top Gear
style challenge. The idea is to buy a cheap car, theme it up, and travel into the depth of Wales, where upon, we have several car
related challenges and a treasure hunt on route. The blokes involved have spent a lot of time and money getting the cars prepared
for the run, and once the event is completed the cars will be weighted in for scrap value which will also be donated to the charity.’
Cash will go to the hospital’s ward 15 Children’s Cancer Appeal. The drivers are expected to return to the pub on Sunday April 21
at around 3pm where their wives and partners will lay on a welcome home buffet. It is the pub-goers fourth challenge. In 2011
they raised £5k for Help the Heroes by staging a superheros on mopeds race.”

Closed [2015]

It was converted into housing. [2019]



BRICKHOUSE

Harvest Road, ROWLEY REGIS

OWNERS

Wolverhampton and Dudley Breweries Ltd. [1997]
Marstons Pub Co. [2007]

LICENSEES

Martin Ridley Barnsley [ ] —1956);
Charles Richard Hodgetts (1956 — 1965);
Alfred Archibald Beesley (1965 - ]
Mick Sullivan (1981 — [ ] manager

NOTES

Sports Argus 9/4/1960

“Round The Dartboards.....

Rowley Regis League have just ended a great struggle for their championship. In the end ROBERT PEEL triumphed by two
points over BRICKHOUSE.....”

News Telephone 6/8/1981

“Angry Rowley Regis residents have called for an end to discos at a local pub after complaints that skinhead gangs were terroriz-
ing the area.

They say that the discos at the BRICKHOUSE pub on the Brickhouse Farm Estate attract troublemakers and that violence fre-
quently erupts after the pub has closed.....”

Sandwell Evening Mail 7/4/1986 - Advert
“Antique Auction, Tuesday, April 8, over 300 lots.
BRICKHOUSE pub, Harvest Road, Rowley Regis, viewing 6.15pm. Sale 7.30pm.”

Express & Star 24/11/1997 - Advert
“Large bar, function room, medium sized lounge; car park.”

[2007]
Closed [2009], [2013]

Dudley News 24/1/2012

“A Planning application has been submitted to transform the blighted BRICKHOUSE pub in Rowley into eight residential flats.
Local residents have complained about fly tipping, graffiti and litter at the Harvest Road pub and Sandwell Council have demand-
ed the owner take action. John Hart from Great Bridge Estates resubmitted the plans for the flats in December and is hoping to
get planning permission by March. The state of the former pub was raised at the Rowley Regis Neighbourhood Forum at St.
Michael’s School last Thursday.

Brickhouse resident Caroline Old said, ‘The fly tipping and litter around the pub looks awful and something has to be done as
soon as possible.’

Councillor Barbara Price said, ‘Planning has received an application for the change of use from a public house to form eight resi-
dential flats. This however was invalid and the architect has to re-submit part of the application and the owner has said he will get
onto the matter. They are aware of and will sort out the removal of litter and fly tipping at the pub’.”

It was converted into housing in 2014.

BRIDGE

71, (54), Reddal Hill Road, Spinners End, (Plants Green), CRADLEY HEATH



OWNERS

Showells Ltd. Langley, Oldbury [1893]
In Coope and Allsopp Ltd. (acquired on 3™ July 1935)

LICENSEES

Benjamin Harris [1870] —[1875]

Mrs. Mary Harris [1877] — [1884]

Samuel Baker [1887]—[1890]

Henry Watkins* [1891]

William Watkins* [1891]

John William Haines (1891 - /1892]
Henry Weston [1891]

Richard John Amphlett [1892] —[1893]
David Price [1896]

George Frederick Stanton [1900]—[1901] manager
George Slinn  [1902] — 1904);

Arthur Salt (1904 —[ ]

Gilbert Willetts [ ]

Elijah Henry Annes [1906] — 1909);
Albert Ernest Blackford (1909 —1910);
Thomas Lander (1910 —/7912]

Francis John ‘Frank’ Ellis [1915] —1921);
Daniel Williams (1921 — 1924);

Henry Surman (1924 — 1925);

Thomas Edward Thomas (1925 — 1929);
William ‘Billy’ Hall (1929 — 1936);
Clifford Carey Lewis (1936 — 1940);
John Thomas Garratt (1940 — 1941);
Alfred John George Garratt (1941 — 1943);
Rolfe Scott (1943 — 1946);

Walter George Heath (1946 — 1958);

Mrs. Ethel Maria Penbury (1958 — 1959):

NOTES

54, Reddall Hill Road [1881], [1891], [1901]
71, Reddall Hill Road [1911], /71932], [1939], [1940]

County Express 27/8/1870

“The annual licensing meeting for the Rowley Regis Petty Sessional Division was held yesterday.....
The following beerhouse keepers applied for wine and spirit licenses.....

Benjamin Harris, Reddall Hill. Application granted.”

1871 Census

Reddall Hill Road

[1] Benjamin Harris (53), licensed victualler, born Rowley Regis;
[2] Mary Harris (53), wife, born Rowley Regis;

[3] Alfred Harris (21), son, carter, born Rowley Regis;

[4] Thomas Harris (13), son, scholar, born Rowley Regis;

[5] Joseph Harris (23), boarder, chain maker, born Rowley Regis:

Stourbridge Observer 21/10/1871

“Benjamin Harris, the BRIDGE INN, Rowley, was charged with selling a quantity of liquors during prohibited hours, on the 8
inst. Mr. W. Hayes defended.

Police-constable Griffin said on the above date about half past eight, he, in company with Police-constable Johnson, visited defen-
dant’s house, and in one of the back rooms of the house he saw defendant, and another man named Johnson. There were several
glasses of rum on the table. The landlord said the man had come to pay him £5, which he had borrowed the day before. Defen-
dant said he had given the man the rum because he had brought him his money back.




Cross-examined: Defendant was in his shirt sleeves, and he had not got his boots on. The man Johnson gave me his name and
address. There was no one else in the house.

Police-constable Johnson corroborated Griffin.

Defendant was ordered to pay the costs.”

County Advertiser 11/11/1871 - Advert
“Wanted, a Servant Girl, for a Public-house. A good character required.
Apply to Mr. B. Harris, BRIDGE INN, Cradley Heath.”

County Advertiser 11/10/1873

“The Essex Hurdle and Cooler Question.

On Monday last a meeting of delegates, representing the makers of the above kind of nails, was held at Mr. Benjamin Harris’s,
OLD BRIDGE INN, near Reddal Hill. It was stated that the men had been on strike during the past month, and showed no signs
of giving way. It was also stated that while some of the masters had agreed to give the 10 per cent asked for they refused to give
way in the matter of the yield, whilst others agreed to give the yield and not the 10 per cent. After mature deliberation, the dele-
gates came to the resolution that the strike be carried on till both points now at issue are conceded. The proceeding then came to a
close.”

County Advertiser 31/10/1874 - Advert
“Wanted, a good General Servant. One used to public-house.
Apply to Mrs. B. Harris, BRIDGE INN, Spinners End, Cradley Heath.”

County Advertiser 3/7/1875 - Advert
“Wanted, a good honest Servant Girl, for a public house.
Apply, Mr. Benjamin Harris, BRIDGE INN, Spinners End, near Old Hill.”

County Advertiser 29/9/1877

“Roland Tromans and Joseph Weaver, chainmakers, were charged with being disorderly on the licensed premises of Mary Harris,
BRIDGE INN, Spinners End, and with refusing to leave when ordered to do so. Mr. Hayes, who appeared on behalf of com-
plainant, wished to withdraw the charge, but it was proceeded with, and each defendant was fined 1s and costs.”

County Express 2/11/1878

“On Wednesday morning Mr. Hooper, coroner, held an inquiry at the BRIDGE INN, Spinners End, into the circumstances at-
tending the death of Thomas Gryce, aged 21, miner. The evidence showed that the deceased, who resided at Spinners End, was
employed at the Earl of Dudley’s Lye Cross colliery. On Saturday whilst he was at work in the pit a fall of coal took place and he
was buried underneath it and instantly killed. A verdict of Accidental Death was returned.”

County Advertiser 5/7/1879 - Advert
“Wanted, a good General Servant.
Apply, Mary Harris, BRIDGE INN, Reddal Hill.”

1881 Census

54, Reddall Hill Road — BRIDGE INN

[1]1 Mary Harris (61), widow, licensed victualler, born Rowley Regis;
[2] Thomas Harris (23), manager, born Rowley Regis;

[3] Ann M. Baker (13), grand-daughter, born Rowley Regis;

[4] Annie Guest (19), general servant, born Rowley Regis:

County Express 26/5/1883 - Deaths
“On the 11" inst, suddenly, Thomas, the youngest son of the late Benjamin and Mary Harris, of the BRIDGE INN, Reddal Hill
Road, Old Hill, aged 24; deeply regretted.”

Dudley and District News 14/7/1883
“Levi Stevens, puddler, was committed for a month’s hard labour for being drunk and disorderly at the BRIDGE TAVERN, Crad-
ley Heath, on the 2nd inst. This makes his 18" conviction.”

Dudley and District News 8/12/1883

“Mary Harris, landlady of the BRIDGE INN, Spinners End, Cradley Heath, was summoned for selling ale during prohibited
hours, on the 1 inst. Mr. Cooksey defended.

PC Cheeseman stated that on Saturday night last, at ten minutes past eleven o’clock, he saw a man named John Williams cross
the horse-road with a empty jug in his hand, and go into the licensed premises by the back way. When Williams came out he
(witness) met him and took the jug from him, and it was then full of ale. He then took Williams back into the house and told the
defendant that it was thirteen minutes past eleven.

Mr. Cooksey submitted that as there seemed to have been no attempt either to deny the offence, or to act so as to mislead the po-




lice or anyone else, and as there was nothing to show any intention to commit an offence, it would be a great hardship to convict
the defendant. The defendant had for upwards of twenty-two years, either by herself or with her husband, had the management of
the public-house, and during that time there had not been any conviction against her, and it had not been shown to the Bench that
the defendant had conducted her house differently now. This did not answer the case, but they were circumstances, he contended,
which ought to bear weight on their minds to show that there had been no intention to commit an offence in this particular in-
stance. There was evidently a mistake some where, and he had several witnesses, who were on the premises, who would say that
the ale was filled and supplied before eleven o’clock.

Matilda Baker, the defendant’s daughter, stated that on the night in question she closed the front door of the house ten minutes
before eleven o’clock, and that about five minutes before, the defendant came to the back door and asked for a quart of ale. She
refused to fill it, not because she thought it was after eleven o’clock, but because she had closed the front door. The defendant,
however, went into the bar and was supplied with the ale by the defendant. It was then five minutes to eleven. The police with-
drew the summons on payment of costs.”

Dudley and District News 22/12/1883

“Mary Harris, landlady of the BRIDGE INN, Spinners End, Cradley Heath, was charged with permitting drunkenness. Mr. Wal-
dron (instructed by the police) appeared to prosecute, and Mr. T. Cooksey defended.

About 10.35 on the night of the 17" inst, PCs Rowlands and Cheeseman were on duty near the place, and heard a disturbance go-
ing on in the house. They went in, and found a man named Homer, who was drunk, stripped, and quarrelling. When the officers
went in, Homer became quiet, and put on his jacket, and drank out of a cup.

The defendant was fined 10s and costs.”

County Advertiser 5/1/1884
“William Homer, Arthur Bagnall, and Henry Weaver, chainmakers, all of Cradley Heath, were each fined 5s and costs for being
drunk on the licensed premises of Mary Harris, BRIDGE INN, Spinners End.”

County Express 2/2/1884

“Alfred Harris and Samuel Harris, Spinners End, were charged with being drunk and refusing to quit the premises of Mary Har-
ris, their mother, on the 25" inst.

Complainant keeps the BRIDGE INN, Spinners End, and on the above date her two sons were in the house quarrelling. She
ordered them to leave the house, but they refused to do so and commenced to fight. In attempting to separate them the mother
received some injuries.

The former was fined 10s and costs, and the latter 5s and costs.

Joseph Harris, another brother, was then charged with assaulting Elizabeth Harris, the wife of Samuel Harris, at the same time.
Complainant said she went to the house on the Friday evening previous, and the defendant, after pushing her about, struck her two
or three times.

Defendant said complainant had a poker in her hand with which she threatened to assault him.

The Bench decided to dismiss this charge.”

Dudley and District News 15/3/1884

“Joseph Harris was charged with being drunk and disorderly on the 8" inst, by PC Bradbury. The officer said on the night in
question he went to the BRIDGE INN, and saw defendant there drunk. He requested him to leave, and he did so; but afterwards
returned again. He was very drunk, and using very bad language.

Defendant denied being drunk, but admitted quarrelling with a man named Baker.

Flora Hickman said she was in the BRIDGE INN on the night in question. She saw the defendant there, and he was quite sober.
The case was dismissed.”

Dudley and District News 3/5/1884

“George Stevens, George Hussey, and John Dunn, all of Cradley Heath, were charged by Sergeant White with being drunk on
the licensed premises of Mary Harris, of the BRIDGE INN, Spinners End, on the 26" April. Fined 2s 6d and costs, or in default
seven days.”

County Advertiser 30/8/1884

“The annual brewster sessions for the Parish of Rowley Regis were held at the Police Court, Old Hill, on Wednesday.....
Inspector Walters presented the black list.....

In the case of Mary Harris, BRIDGE INN, Reddal Hill Road, Cradley Heath, the license was granted on a promise not to offend
again.”

Dudley and District News 13/12/1884

“Thomas Stevens, chainmaker, of Newtown, was charged with being drunk and refusing to quit the BRIDGE INN, Spinners End,
on Saturday night. The defendant went into the house very drunk and was refused beer. He was requested to leave but he refused
to do so. Inspector Walters came into the house and the defendant then left. Fined 5s and costs, or seven days.”

County Express 14/3/1885
“Thomas Stevens, chainmaker, Cradley Heath, was charged with being drunk at the BRIDGE INN, Cradley Heath, on the 2 inst.




Police-constable Kegan proved the case, and defendant, who had been previously convicted, was fined 5s and costs or fourteen
days.”

County Advertiser 22/8/1885 - Advert

“The Primrose Loan and Investment Society, held at the BRIDGE INN, Plants Green, Reddal Hill Road, Old Hill, every Saturday
Evening. A Dinner will be provided in connection with the above Society on Thursday, August 27", 1885, at Six o’clock pm,
prompt. Average dividend, 2s 5d per £5 Share per quarter. Any person wishing to join may obtain all information by applying at
the above Inn, or to Mr. S. Baker, Secretary, Plants Green. Ales, Wines, and Spirits of the best quality.”

County Advertiser 18/9/1886

“Samuel Harris, living at the BRIDGE INN, Reddall Hill, was charged with stealing 19s 7d, the money of Thomas Sidaway,
chainmaker, of Newtown Street, Old Hill, on the 31* ult. Complainant stated he gave to defendant a sovereign in payment for
some ale. Witness was talking to a friend at the time and forgot the change, but next morning went about it to the defendant, who
denied having had the sovereign. Subsequently some of the defendant’s friends tendered the complainant the money, but having
instituted proceedings he did not accept it. He, however, did not wish to press the case.

The Bench said they should not allow the case to be withdrawn, and defendant would go to gaol for fourteen days.”

West Bromwich Weekly News 5/2/1887

“Samuel Baker, landlord of the BRIDGE INN, Cradley Heath, was charged with permitting drunkenness on his premises on the
16" ult. John Amos Small, draper, Dudley, stated that he went to defendant’s house on the date in question, about 4.30, and paid
for 5 or 6 quarts of beer, which was shared amongst four of them. He remembered nothing after this, until he was aroused up on
some wasteland about 9.30 by the police. He lost 15s in addition to what he spent, and he could not say what became of it.

Mr. J. Clarke appeared for the defence.

PC Winn stated that he found Joseph Small helplessly drunk near to the BRIDGE INN, on some waste land. A crowd of women
and children were around him. He took him to the station for safety.

Miss Baker stated that she saw Small come into the house, and he was perfectly sober at the time and she filled him some beer,
and subsequently she noticed that he seemed to have had sufficient beer, and she told him to go.

A witness stated that he saw Small after leaving the house and he walked straight.

The Bench said they considered there was a laxity of management, but would only impose a light fine of 10s and costs.

Mr. Clarke also applied for a temporary authority in the same house, which was granted.”

Dudley Mercury 20/4/1889
“Noah Dunn, Dudley Wood, was fined 2s 6d and costs for being drunk on the licensed premises of Samuel Baker, the BRIDGE
INN, and also refusing to quit, on the 10" inst.”

Dudley Mercury 17/8/1889

“Joseph Priest, New Town, Cradley Heath; William Easthorpe, Old Hill; and Thomas Stevens, Old Hill, all chainmakers, were
charged with bring drunk on licensed premises, on the 29" July. Mr. Travis (Perry and Travis) defended. Police-constable
Hingley visited the BRIDGE INN, Reddal Hill, kept by Samuel Baker, and there saw the defendants in the bar. They were drunk.
Easthorpe asked him to drink, and as witness refused, he called him a fool. Mr. Travis, for the defence, denied the charge in
toto. His clients informed him they only had two pints each, and his experience was that it took considerably more than two pints
to make a chainmaker drunk. Captain Tromans said he would swear the men were not drunk. Two other witnesses were called,
and swore the defendants were not drunk. The case was dismissed.”

County Advertiser 11/1/1890 - Advert

“Freehold Old-Licensed Premises and Dwelling Houses, Cradley Heath.

Mr. T. Pateshall is favoured with instructions to Sell by Auction, at an early date, all that important and highly-valuable Freehold
Corner Public House, the BRIDGE INN, situate at Reddal Hill Road, Cradley Heath, occupied by Mr. Baker.

Also the Two substantially-erected and Genteel Dwelling Houses adjoining.

Further information may be obtained from Mr Thos. Cooksey, Solicitor, Old Hill and Blackheath; Mr Wm. Waldron, Solicitor,
Brierley Hill; Messrs. John Wright and Tanfield, Solicitor, Cradley Heath and Halesowen; or the Auctioneer, Cradley Heath.”

County Express 25/1/1890 - Advert

“Highly Valuable Freehold Old-Licensed Public House and Dwelling Houses, Cradley Heath.

Mr. T. Pateshall is favoured with instructions to Sell by Auction, at the BRIDGE INN, Reddal Hill Road, Cradley Heath, on Tues-
day, the 18" day of February, 1890, at Six for Seven o’clock in the Evening, subject to conditions.

Lot 1. All that very important Freehold Old-Licensed Corner Public House, the BRIDGE INN, situate at Reddal Hill Road, Crad-
ley Heath, aforesaid, now in the occupation of Mr. Samuel Baker.

The Premises are very conveniently arranged, and comprise Tap Room, Smoke Room, Kitchen, two Cellars, with rolling way
from yard; large Club Room. three Bed Rooms, and Malt Room. The Outbuildings comprise Brewhouse, three-stall Stable, with
loft over; Card Shed, Piggeries, and Closets, together with large enclosed Yard.

The Premises occupy an excellent position on the main road to Old Hill, have an extensive frontage to, and Cartway Entrance
from, New Town Street, and are in close proximity to several large Manufactories.....”




County Advertiser 3/5/1890 - Advert

“BRIDGE INN, Spinners End, Cradley Heath.

Mr. T. Pateshall is instructed to Sell by Auction upon the Premises as above, on Tuesday Next, May 6%, 1890, the whole of the
excellent Household Furniture, &c, comprising Chimney Glass, in rosewood frame; Engravings, Crown-back Windsor and
Cane-seated Chairs; Arm Chair, Mahogany Centre and Dining Tables, capital Mahogany Horsehair-seated Couch and Sofa, large
quantity of Dinner Ware, Iron, Four-post, and Arabian Bedsteads; Feather and Flock Beds, Straw Mattresses, American Loung-
ing Chair, Mahogany and Oak Chest of Drawers, Mahogany Night Chair, Mahogany Eight-day and American Clock, Kitchen
and Cooking Utensils, Malt Crusher, Two knife Chaff Engine, and other Effects, belonging to the representatives of the late Mr.
Harris.

Sale at Twelve o’clock.”

* probably the same person

County Express 21/3/1891

“Mr. Edwin Hooper, district corner, held an inquest on Tuesday afternoon, at the BRIDGE INN, Spinners End, respecting the
death of Ellen Wilimore (14), the daughter of Alfred and Hannah Wilimore, Spinners End. A few nights ago the deceased was
found in an unconscious state lying across the grate in her bed room. She was enveloped in flames, and her face, back, and chest
were shockingly injured. She is supposed to have fallen on to the fire when seized with a fainting fit. Verdict, Accidental Death.”

1891 Census

54, Reddal Hill Road

[1] Henry Walkins (40), public house manager, born Birmingham;
[2] Mary Walkins (35), wife, born Worcester;

[3] Daisy Walkins (9), daughter, born Birmingham;

[4] Ann Walkins (84), mother, widow, born Halesowen;

[5] Annie Wright (18), general servant, born Rowley Regis:

County Express 16/5/1891

“Henry Watkins, manager of the BRIDGE INN, Spinners End, Cradley Heath, was charged with permitting drunkenness on his
licensed premises. Mr. Waldron prosecuted for the police authorities, and Mr. Tanfield defended.

At 9.15 on the night of April 27", Police-constables Wynn and Lewis went to the defendant’s house, and upon going into the bar
they found three brothers named James, Samuel, and Levi Stevens in a very drunken condition. The defendant volunteered a
statement to the officers that the men had only been there half an hour, and they had not been supplied with anything to drink, and
that he had been trying to get them out for half an hour. Defendant asked the officers to request the men to go, and they did so,
the men leaving, staggering as they went out. If the case rested here there would be no offence against the defendant, but the men
would be called, and they would prove that they were there for two hours, and that a great quantity of beer was supplied to them.
Police-constables Wynn and Lewis gave evidence in support of the charge.

In reply to Mr. Bassano, Lewis said a young woman who came from the direction of the public house, informed him of the men
being drunk in the house.

Police-constable Insley said he saw Levi Stevens go in drunk at 8.30.

James Stevens said he went into the defendant’s house just turned dinner, and remained till 9.15, when the policemen came. The
defendant supplied him with fourpenny. They were drinking all the time.

Levi Stevens said he went in at about eight, and had some fourpenny. He had seen the defendant that morning, and he told witness
to say he had had nothing to drink.

Mr. Tanfield addressed the Bench for the defence, after which defendant was called, and stated that two of the men were in in the
afternoon and had some beer. They left and returned at about eight, and he refused them beer. They refused to go, and he sent for
the police.

Cross-examined: He had not asked Levi to say he had nothing to drink.

Annie Wright, a servant at the house, also said the men were refused beer, and when they would not go she was sent for the police,
and found Lewis.

John Mansell, fitter, said the men were not supplied with beer.

The Bench said when there were the elements of doubt in a case, the full benefit of it should be given to the defendant, because

it was a difficult trade to carry on. When there were no elements of doubt, the Bench always felt disposed to deal severely with
defendants. They, however, thought the elements of doubt were sufficient to warrant the Bench in dismissing it, but it was a very
proper case to bring before them, and the costs would be remitted.

Mr. Tanfield applied for the transfer of the license to John William Haynes.

Mr. Bassano said the whole system of granting licenses to managers was abominable, and he should like never to renew the
license to such persons.

Mr. Goodman said the Bench had power to do this.

Mr. Bassano said he didn’t think the time had come to take this course.

Superintendent Woollaston said one half of the characters presented on behalf of managers were not worth a straw. He knew cases
where persons had signed characters when they didn’t know the individual for whom they were signing.

An interim authority to sell was granted.”




John William Haines = John William Haynes
John William Haines — see also WHITE SWAN, Oldbury; COCK, Smethwick; and OLD ENGINE, Smethwick.

County Advertiser 1/8/1891

“Cain Siviter, chainmaker, Reddal Hill Road, Old Hill, was charged with assaulting Matilda Lynton, on the 25" inst. [SiC]
Complainant said that on the night in question she went to the BRIDGE INN, and sat down for a few minutes. The defendant,
who was present, then went out with complainant’s father, and witness went out to see where her father was, when she found he
had hold of her father’s muffler, trying to strangle him. Defendant then threw a jug of ale over her and the baby. She didn’t know
why he did it.

Charles Lynton corroborated, and ‘Captain’ Tromans, called for the defence, said that the ale was accidentally spilt over com-
plainant.

Defendant was also charged with using threatening language towards Samuel Brettell, who deposed to defendant using threatening
language to him, and to his being afraid that defendant would do him some harm.

The Bench dismissed the case of assault, and ordered the costs to be divided. In the case of threats, defendant would be bound
over in his own recognisances to keep the peace for three months.”

Henry Weston = Henry Wesson

County Express 21/11/1891

“Henry Weston, landlord of the BRIDGE INN, Reddal Hill, was charged with permitting drunkenness on his premises. Mr. Wal-
dron prosecuted, and Mr. Tanfield defended.

Police-constable Wynn said at 9.45 on the 7% inst, in company with Police-constable Adams, he was standing outside defendant’s
house, when he saw a man named Harris being led out of the house by another man. Harris was drunk. Witness then went inside
and found a man in the bar named Dunn drunk. Witness said to the landlord, “You see this man, here, he has had too much drink.’
The landlord replied, “Yes; he has been here to a supper tonight, and I will get him out as soon as possible.’

Cross-examined: Witness did not see Harris drink.

Police-constable Adams corroborated.

Inspector Bishop said he visited defendant’s house at about five minutes to eleven, in company with Police-sergeant Hayward. He
said to defendant, ‘You have had some of my men here,” and defendant replied, ‘Yes,” and from another question witness put to
him he replied that Dunn had got drunk on his premises.

Police-sergeant Hayward corroborated.

For the defence, the landlord said on the 7" inst he was giving a dinner to a club which he held at his house. All the members
which were to come did not turn up, and Dunn volunteered to help them to eat the dinner. (Laughter.) Dunn had only had two
pints then, and witness allowed him to partake of the supper. There were twelve at the supper, and they had five quarts between
them. Dunn did not have any more drink, and he was not drunk.

Cross-examined: He did not contradict Police-constable Wynn when he said Dunn was drunk, because he thought nothing would
come of it.

Several witnesses supported this statement.

Defendant was fined £5 and costs.

John Dunn, for being drunk at the BRIDGE INN on the occasion referred to, was fined 5s and costs.”

County Advertiser 27/8/1892

“The annual Brewster Sessions for the Rowley Regis Petty Sessional Division, were held at Old Hill Police Court on Wednes-
day.....

Inspector Bishop presented his report ..... Appended is a list of publicans who have been convicted during the year....

Henry Wesson, BRIDGE INN, Cradley Heath, permitting drunkenness, November 18", 1891, fined £5 and costs.....

Mr. W. Waldron applied on behalf of Richard John Amphlett, tenant of the BRIDGE INN, Cradley Heath, previously occupied by
Henry Wesson, for the renewal of the license. Inspector Bishop proved two convictions against the house, but, in answer to Mr.
Waldron, said Mr. Amphlett was conducting the house to his entire satisfaction. In answer to the Bench, Inspector Bishop said
there was no public house close to, but there were several within a radius of 400 yards.

The Bench said it was a house which needed careful management, and renewed the license.”

County Advertiser 13/5/1893

“Richard John Amphlett, landlord of the BRIDGE TAVERN, Spinners End, Cradley Heath, was charged with permitting drunken-
ness on his licensed premises, and also with selling liquor to a drunken person. Mr. Waldron defended.

Police-sergeant Newman deposed to visiting the house kept by defendant, about seven o’clock pm, on the 29" ult, in company
with Police-constable Wynn. In the bar they found a man named Richard Tyrell, very much the worse for beer. Tyrell was leaning
upon the counter, between two other men, talking to the defendant. Witness said to defendant, ‘That man has had enough,’ to
which defendant replied, ‘Yes, I have asked him to go.” He and Wynn then went outside, and in about five minutes saw the man
come out, going away in the direction of his home. At Reddall Hill, Tyrrell stopped to speak to a man, and fell down, and witness
had to send a constable to take him home. Witness went back to the house, and asked the landlord how long Tyrrell had been
there. He replied that he was there about twenty minutes, and had one glass of whiskey.

Police-constable Wynn and John Hill corroborated.




Cross-examined: Defendant said the man had only had a glass of whiskey in his house. He could not say whether the man was
supplied with drink there. He was not aware that a heated discussion about the Home Rule Bill was going on.

Mr. Waldron, who said he appeared for Messrs. Showell, to whom the house belonged, said they had instructed him to place the
facts before the Bench. These cases were the most difficult cases one could be engaged in, for the law, at the present moment,
seemed to be very stringently interpreted against the publican. But although that might be so, he asked the Bench not to inflict
a heavy penalty or even convict in the case, because the landlord did not know the man was drunk or receive notice of the fact.
Tyrrell had a glass of whiskey in the house, and a discussion arose about the Home Rule Bill, leading to some exciting talk, and
the excitement of the man might have led the police to make a mistake. There was no general drunkenness going on, and the
defendant turned out the man directly his attention was called to him, and there was no disorder, and he therefore asked the Bench
to inflict a light penalty. Of course it was really one offence, and the police did not press the second charge.

The Bench dismissed the second charge, and fined defendant £5 and costs on the first.

Richard Tyrrell, Wrights Lane, Old Hill, was fined 2s 6d and costs for being drunk on the licensed premises.”

Birmingham Daily Post 12/5/1894
“Yesterday afternoon Mr. E. Hooper (coroner) held an inquest at the BRIDGE INN, Cradley Heath, respecting the death of Thom-

as Bagley (54), chainmaker, who committed suicide by hanging himself on the 10™ inst.

Evidence was given showing that deceased had complained of the shortness of work. He made %2in chain, and was paid at the rate
of 2s 9d per cwt. He generally made about 7cwt of chain a week, and to do that he had to work each day from six o’clock in the
morning until eight o’clock at night. His earnings were about 12s a week, and out of that he had to pay 6s for firing and 2d per
cwt for the carriage, which left about 5s for himself and wife to live upon.

The Coroner said there was no doubt that the man’s mind had been affected in consequence of the slackness of work. He had
heard a great deal about the chainmakers, and he thought it was a great pity he could not have summoned some of the legisla-
tors of the country to attend that enquiry, for he felt sure if they had done so there would soon be an alteration in that trade. His
impression was that for a man and his wife to be compelled to exist on 5s a week as deceased had done was enough to make him
destroy himself. Such a state of affairs was a scandal to the country.

The jury returned a verdict of Suicide whilst Temporarily Insane.”

County Advertiser 16/6/1894
“Thomas Tinsley, Brook Lane, Old Hill, was fined 20s including costs, for being drunk in the BRIDGE INN, Spinners End, Crad-
ley Heath, on the 5% inst.”

County Express 30/1/1897

“A child named Elsie Eliza Sidaway, residing with her parents in New Town Lane, Cradley Heath, died on Wednesday morning
from the effects of burns. Whilst the mother of the deceased was ill in bed on the 9% inst, the deceased got too near the fire, her
clothes were speedily enveloped in flames, and she sustained such shocking injuries as to cause her death, as above stated. An
inquest on deceased was held on Thursday, by Mr. Betham (deputy coroner) at the BRIDGE INN, Spinners End. The Coroner re-
marked that the grate was fixed so low as to be dangerous. He hoped that it would be a warning to persons who had similar grates.
The jury returned a verdict of Accidental Death.”

County Advertiser 17/11/1900 - Advert

“Reddal Hill, Cradley Heath. Sale of Highly-Important and Valuable Freehold Land and Buildings.

E. O. Nightingale has received instructions from Mr. W. Wallace, to Sell by Auction at the House of Mr. Stanton, the BRIDGE
INN, Reddal Hill, Cradley Heath, on Wednesday, the 21 day of November, 1900, at Six for Seven o’clock in the Evening, subject
to Conditions of Sale then to be produced...... ”

1901 Census

54, Reddal Hill Road — BRIDGE INN

[1] George Frederick Stanton (39), commercial hotel manager, born Tipton;
[2] Sarah Stanton (38), wife, born Tipton;

[3] Kate Stanton (14), daughter, born Tipton;

[4] Beatrice Stanton (10), daughter, born Rowley Regis;

[5] Alfreda James (20), niece, mantle maker, born Tipton:

George Slim = George Slimm = George Slinn

Smethwick Weekly News 12/4/1902

“George Slim, landlord of the BRIDGE INN, Spinners End, Old Hill, was charged with permitting drunkenness on his licensed
premises; also with supplying a drunken person on the 14 ult.

Mr. J. W. Clulow, who prosecuted, explained that on the date named PCs Horne and Gratage visited the defendant’s premises
and found a man named James Tromans in a drunken condition, with a quantity of whisky on the table. Tromans was eventually
locked up.

Mr. Waldron, who defended, admitted the offences, and defendant was fined £5 17s 6d including costs.”

County Advertiser 14/2/1903




“On Wednesday the annual licensing session for the Rowley Regis Petty Sessional Division were held at the Court House.....
Superintendent Spendlove had given notice that he should oppose the following licenses.....

George Slinn, BRIDGE INN, Cradley Heath, selling whiskey to a drunken man, and not a fit and proper person.....

License renewed.”

A team from here took part in the Rowley Regis and District Air-Gun Shooting League. [1903]

County Advertiser 27/8/1904

“On Sunday afternoon the eighth annual parade and service arranged by the various friendly societies in the Old Hill district took
place under favourable circumstances. The proceedings commenced with a large procession.....

The Cradley Heath Salvation Army Band started from the ROSE AND CROWN INN, proceeded down Reddal Hill Road as far
as the BRIDGE INN, turning across Plant Street, Lawrence Lane, Trinity Street, picking up another society. Afterwards they
marched by way of Elbow Street and Wagon Street to the field, calling at the KINGS HEAD INN and ENGINE INN for societ-
ies.....

Upon arrival at the field a grand procession was formed ..... This paraded the principal streets of the locality for some time, after
which they proceeded to a field in High Street, kindly lent for the occasion by Mr. A. E. Sidaway. Here a service was held, the
chair being occupied by Dr. T. E. Mitchell. Notwithstanding the threatening state of the weather there was a large attendance.....
A collection was made upon the route, and at the service, on behalf of the Dudley Guest Hospital, Dudley Dispensary, Birming-
ham Eye Hospital, Birmingham General Hospital, Birmingham Ear and Throat Hospital, and the Old Hill Nurses Fund.”

Gilbert Willetts played football for Cradley Heath St. Peters.
Elijah Henry Annes = Elijah Henry Annis

County Advertiser 1/12/1906

“Thomas Roach, chainmaker, of Plant Street, Old Hill, was charged with being disorderly and refusing to quit the BRIDGE INN,
Reddal Hill, Cradley Heath, kept by Elijah Henry Annis, on the 17" ult.

Mr. J. S. Sharpe (West Bromwich), who prosecuted, explained that on the night in question whilst drinking in the public house de-
fendant commenced to use bad language. Prosecutor asked defendant to desist, and when he refused he ordered him to leave the
premises. This he declined to do, even when Police-constable Horton appeared on the scene; he was put of the house. Defendant,
who admitted the offence, was fined 10s and costs.”

County Express 8/8/1908

“On Sunday afternoon there was held the twelfth annual service promoted by the united friendly societies in the Old Hill district.
The occasion was favoured with brilliant weather, and there was a large attendance at the services. The proceedings opened with
a large procession, which aroused considerable interest in the district. The Old Hill Ironworks Band started from the PRINCE OF
WALES INN, Wrights Lane, at one o’clock, and proceeded to the OLD HOUSE AT HOME INN for sick and draw club, through
Cherry Orchard, calling for Court Robin Hood’s Cave and BRITISH OAK sick and draw club; by way of Wagon Street, calling
for Success-to-the-FOX-HUNT Lodge; Elbow Street for Court Benjamin and KINGS HEAD sick and draw club; Halesowen
Road, calling for Provident Institution, and on to the field. The Cradley Heath Salvation Army Band started from COOKSEY’S
HOTEL at one o’clock with Snowdrop Lodge, by way of Halesowen Road, calling for Court Loyal Marlborough; Bank Street,
Queens Street, High Street, and on to the field. The Cradley Heath Town Prize Band started from the ROSE AND CROWN INN,
Reddal Hill, with Court Robin Hood the Brave; by way of Reddal Hill Road, calling for the WHY NOT sick and draw club, and
on to the BRIDGE INN for Welcome to the Bridge Inn Lodge, across Plant Street, Lawrence Lane, Clyde Street, Petford Street
calling for Druids Society; Pear Tree Street, Riddings Street, New Street, Halesowen Road, calling for Court Royal Sherwood
and Rechabites Society and ROYAL EXCHANGE sick and draw club; High Street to the field. A grand procession was then
formed.....”

County Express 12/12/1908

“Rowley Regis Fire Brigade. The annual dinner in connection with this brigade was held on Saturday night, at the BRIDGE HO-
TEL, Old Hill. After an excellent dinner provided by the host and hostess (Mr. and Mrs. 4nnis), Mr. J. E. Harris (chairman of the
Fire Brigade Committee) took the chair.....”

Tipton Herald 14/8/1909

“The Deputy Coroner (Mr. W. Lewis) on Saturday held an inquest at the BRIDGE INN, on the body of an unnamed child of Wil-
liam Henry and Alice Gladders, of 9, Albert Street.

Mrs. Gladders said she retired with the child on the 4% inst, at 10.30. Twice during the night it had the breast. When she awoke
the third time, at 5.0 the following morning, the child commenced coughing. She noticed it change colour, so she called in a
neighbour, in whose arms the baby died.

Dr. Kelly said he had made an external examination of the body, and said everything pointed to the baby having had convulsions.
The child was 24 days old.

The jury returned a verdict in accordance with the doctor’s evidence.”

Tipton Herald 25/9/1909




“At Old Hill on Wednesday, an application was made for the transfer of the license of the BRIDGE INN, Spinners End, Cradley
Heath, from Elijah Henry Annes to Albert Ernest Blackford.

Superintendent Johnson said he had no objection to the character of the applicant, but the out-going manager had left the house
for five weeks before an application was made for the transfer of the license. No intimation had been received from the firm until
the police called the attention of the representative of the brewery company to the fact that Annes had left the house. He objected
to the loose manner in which the company conducted their business, because the man Blackford had been in charge of the house
for five weeks whilst Annes held the license. Mr. Hingley (chairman) asked if Superintendent Johnson objected to the transfer.
Superintendent Johnson replied that he did not, but he was opposed to the loose system of the brewery company concerned.

The Bench granted the application, and Mr. Hingley asked the company’s representative (Mr. Dingley) to see that such a thing did
not occur again.”

County Express 15/1/1910

“Election Results.

The County Express have arranged for a complete service of Election Results between today (Saturday) and January 29", by night
and day.

Night Results tonight (Saturday) and on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday of next week will be shown by limelight lantern
(worked by Mr. W. A. Dallow of Stourbridge) from the windows of the Head Office, High Street, Stourbridge.

Day Results as received will be posted in the following places:

County Express Head Office, High Street, Stourbridge.

BRIDGE INN, Reddal Hill, Cradley Heath.

Mr. U. Beddall’s (County Express Branch Office, Brierley Hill).

VINE AND RAILWAY HOTEL, Cradley Heath.

Mr. G. Evans, High Street, Quarry Bank.”

1911 Census

71, Reddall Hill Road — BRIDGE INN

[1] Thomas Lander (43), licensed victualler, born Tardebigge, Worcestershire;

[2] Louisa Lander (42), wife, born West Bromwich;

[3] Martha Lander (19), daughter, assists in the business, born Aston, Warwickshire;
[4] Thomas Lander (17), son, assists in the business, born Wilnecote, Warwickshire;
[5] Leah Brough (20), general servant, born Chadsmoor, Staffordshire;

[6] Minnie Aston (4), visitor, niece, born Great Barr:

e e e e

County Express 7/9/1912

“On Thursday week Miss Nellie Lander, only daughter of Mr. and Mrs. T Lander, of the BRIDGE INN, Reddal Hill, celebrated
her 21* birthday. About 36 sat down to tea, and subsequently a large number of customers were entertained. A musical eve-
ning was afterwards enjoyed. Many presents were received and included the following: Mrs. Lander, household linen; Miss G.
Payne, table centre; Miss Amy Tromans, set of vases; Mr. and Mrs. Gibbs (Matlock), silver salt cellars; Mrs. J. Fereday, covers;
Mr. Wood, tablecloth; Miss P. Whitehouse, d’oyleys; Mrs. Detheridge, fancy dish and vase; Mrs. Hawkes, set of vases; Miss L.
Whitehouse, cress dish and stand; Miss S. Hubble, belt and writing case; Miss M. Whitehouse, decanters; Miss C. Tromans, celery
glass; Miss B. Tromans, table centre; Miss G. Hall, sugar basin and cream jug; Miss E. Oliver, duchesse set; Miss E. Hall, glass
dish; Miss R. Betts, dessert dishes; Miss E. Potts, fancy tea pot; Mrs. Dorse, dessert dishes; Miss F. Powell, table centre; Mr. W.
Detheridge, cut glasses; Miss W. Thompson, vases; Miss E. Detheridge, fruit dish; Miss B. Garbett (Wednesbury), pinafore; and
Mrs. Broom, kitchen requisites.”

Dudley Chronicle 23/8/1913

“Harry White, George Road, Warley, and Benjamin Reid, Swan Street, Dudley, were charged with leaving a horse and dray and a
donkey cart respectively unattended.

The police officer stated that on the 14" August he was passing the BRIDGE INN, Reddal Hill Road, Old Hill, at 12-25. He saw
Reid’s donkey cart draw up in Newtown Road, near the corner by the BRIDGE INN. The defendant White was just bringing his
dray to a standstill behind the donkey cart. White took something in a box off his cart, and went into the BRIDGE. The officer
watched the carts for some time, and at 12-50, 25 minutes after the cart stopped, he went into the BRIDGE, and there saw the two
defendants talking to customers in the bar. He told them he should report them for leaving their carts unattended where there was
a great deal of traffic, and when they could have put them in the yard.

Both defendants said they did not think they had been in the house for so long.

They were each fined 10s.”

Birmingham Daily Gazette 2/2/1915
“The following are the handicap and start made by the handicappers for the Birmingham and District Licensed Victuallers’ Bil-

liards Tournament.....
F. J. Ellis, BRIDGE INN, Old Hill, receives 125.”

Birmingham Daily Gazette 7/3/1917
“Local Billiards.....



The first round of the Birmingham and District Licensed Victuallers’ Handicap was continued at the Royal Exchange, Dale End,
Birmingham. In the Afternoon F. J. Ellis, BRIDGE INN, Old Hill (rec.125) beat B. Barlow, Golden Lion, Aston (rec.125) by 400
to 302. Ellis played consistently, making breaks of 18, 17, and 13 (twice). The loser’s best was 17.”

Evening Despatch 3/4/1918
“In a billiards match played at the BRIDGE INN, Old Hill, on Monday, in aid of the Worcestershire prisoners of war, Mr. W. Mor-

tin, sen. (Stourbridge) beat Frank Ellis (rec.150 in 750 up) by 34 points.”

Birmingham Daily Gazette 19/4/1918
“The final of the Birmingham Licensed Victuallers’ Billiards Handicap was played at the Exchange Hotel, Dale End, Birmingham,

yesterday, when Mr. Frank Ellis, of the BRIDGE INN, Reddal Hill Road, Old Hill, beat Mr. Harry Higgs, of the White Swan,
Sherlock Street, Birmingham, after a keen and capital game. The final consisted of 800 points, and Mr. Higgs was in receipt of
490 and Mr. Ellis 260. At the interval the scores were Mr. Higgs 614, Mr. Ellis (in play) 531. In the evening Mr. Ellis gradually
advanced his score, and at 726 the scores were level. Subsequently Mr. Ellis enjoyed the run of the balls and won, the final scores
reading Mr. Ellis 800, Mr. Higgs 755.”

William Hall was an ex-miner.

Dudley Herald 19/12/1931

“Mr. Frank Cooper held an inquest at the BRIDGE INN, Reddal Hill Road, on Tuesday, respecting the death of Stuart John Haden
(63), 68, Reddal Hill Road, a retired signalman, who died suddenly in bed on Sunday morning. Lottiec Haden, widow, said her
husband had a seizure seven years ago, and as a result of seeing a specialist, did not return to his work as a signalman, but was
given a light job as a telephone operator at Old Hill. He retired some years ago, and had not seen a doctor for 12 months. On Sat-
urday she and her husband went to the pictures, and returning home at 9.30, retired to bed at 10.30. At 5.30 on Sunday morning
she heard a gurgling noise, and woke up to find her husband unconscious. When the doctor arrived he was dead. Dr. W. Allen
said his opinion was that the man died from apoplexy. A verdict of Death from Natural Causes was returned.”

1939 Register
71, Reddal Hill Road — BRIDGE INN

[1] Clifford C. Lewis, date of birth 14/4/1880, publican, married,
[2] Frances M. Lewis, dob 27/8/1889, unpaid house duties, married:

The license was put up for consideration of redundancy on 4" February 1959.

Lichfield Mercury 29/5/1959 - Notice

“The Licensing Act, 1953. Notice of Principal Meeting. County of Stafford.

Notice is Hereby Given that the Principal Meeting to be held pursuant to the Licensing Rules, 1910, by the Compensation Author-
ity of the above area, will be held in the Council Chamber, County Buildings, Stafford, on Thursday, the 25 day of June, 1959, at
2.15 o’clock pm.

And Notice Is Hereby Also Given that the Compensation Authority will at the Meeting be prepared to hear, with reference to the
renewal of the licenses of the premises specified in the subjoined list, all those persons to whom under the Licensing Act, 1953,
they are bound to give an opportunity of being heard.....

List of Licensed Premises.....

BRIDGE INN, Reddal Hill Road, Old Hill. Nature of License, Publican’s. Licensee, Ethel Maria Denbury.”

Lichfield Mercury 14/8/1959 - Notice

“The Licensing Act, 1953.

Notice as to Sending in Claims to be Treated as Persons Interested in Licensed Premises.

County of Stafford.

Notice is Hereby Given that the Compensation Authority for the above area, having decided at their Principal Meeting, held on the
25" day of June, 1959, to refuse the Renewal of the Licences of the premises specified below, all persons claiming to be inter-
ested in the said premises for the purpose of the payment of the compensation under the said Act (other than the Licensees and
Registered Owners of the said premises) are required to send to the Compensation Authority notice of their claims before the 5
September, 1959, for the purpose of enabling the Compensation Authority to ascertain in manner provided by the Licensing Rules,
1910, the persons entitled to compensation under the said Act in respect of the said premises.

Notice of claims must be given in the form of annexed and may be sent to the Clerk of the Compensation Authority at the County
Buildings, Stafford.

Licensed Premises.....

BRIDGE INN, Reddall Hill Road, Old Hill. Nature of License, Publican’s. Licensee, Ethel Maria Denbury. Registered Owners,
Ind Coope Ltd.”

Compensation was paid on 24" December 1959.
The license was extinguished on 31% December 1959.



BRITANNIA

124, (77), Halesowen Street, BLACKHEATH

OWNERS

Mitchells and Butlers Ltd. [1949]
Enterprise Inns  [1993], [1994]
J. D. Wetherspoon [2007], [2019]

LICENSEES

David Darby [1868]

John Haynes [1871]

John Harris [ ] — 1874);

Alfred Cox (1874 —[ ]

Mrs. Alfred Cox [1876]

Thomas Smart [1876] — 1880);
Thomas Chapman (1880 —[1901]
Titus Hadley [ ]-1903);

William Foxall (1903 —1907);

Alfred Edward Fewtrell (1907 —[ ]
George Pooler [1908]

Joseph George Littlewood [ ]-1909);
Frederick Salt (1909 — 1916);

Mrs. Charlotte Steventon Darby [1919] — 1927);
Ernest Slater (1927 — 1930);

Solomon Westwood (1930 —1931);
Robert John Mullins (1931 — 1946);
Frederick William James Gripton [1949]—1951);
Sydney Chapman (1951 — 1955);

John James Woodfell (1955 —1964);
Bert William Strong  (1964);

Edward Ernest Johnson (1964 —[1965]
S S Cheema [1983]

Tony James [1984]

Roy Stanley [1986]

Jacqueline Nash [1991]

Carolyn Timmins and Elizabeth Gallagher [2000]
Elizabeth Ann-Marie Gallagher [2002]
Vicky Devine [2012]—[2014]

Siobhan Rustom [2017]

Jonny Miles [2019]

NOTES

77, Halesowen Street [1881], [1891], [1901], [1911]
124, Halesowen Street [1939], [1940]

It had an ante ‘69 beerhouse license.

County Express 13/6/1868 - Advert

“BRITANNIA INN, Halesowen Street, Blackheath.

Mr. Chandler will Sell by Auction, on Monday, June 22, 1868, at Eleven o’clock, the Valuable Public House Fixtures, Seasoned
Ale Casks, Four-pull Ale Machine, Capital Malt Crusher, Gig, Light Spring Trap, Two Narrow-wheel Carts, Set of Gig Harness,
Blacksmith’s Anvil, Two Iron Vices, Gas Fittings, &c; also a portion of the Useful Household Furniture, American Clock, Mahog-
any Chest of Drawers, and Effects, at the BRITANNIA INN, Halesowen Street, Blackheath, by the direction of Mr. David Darby,
who is declining the business and leaving.

Auction Offices: Cradley Heath.”




1871 Census

Halesowen Street —- BRITANNIA

[1] John Haynes (49), beer seller, born Clun, Shropshire;

[2] Margaret Haynes (45), wife, born Llanwair Waterdine, Shropshire;

[3] John Haynes (19), son, carpenter, born Rowley Regis;

[4] Margaret Haynes (17), daughter, domestic servant, born Rowley Regis;
[5] Harry Haynes (10), son, scholar, born Rowley Regis;

[6] Alice Haynes (8), daughter, scholar, born Rowley Regis:

County Advertiser 19/2/1876 - Advert
“Wanted, a honest, industrious Servant Girl, used to a public house, 20 to 25 years of age.
Apply, Mrs. A. Cox, BRITANNIA INN, Blackheath.”

County Advertiser 30/9/1876

“Thomas Smart, landlord of the BRITANNIA INN, Blackheath, charged Joseph Walters with being disorderly upon his premises,
and with refusing to quit when ordered to do so on the 16" inst. Defendant was further charged with having been drunk and disor-
derly on the same date. Both offences were proved, and the Bench inflicted a fine of 2s 6d and costs each.”

County Advertiser 20/11/1880
“Fanny Parkes, Hackett Street, Blackheath, was charged with being drunk and refusing to quit the licensed premises of James [SicC]
Chapman, BRITANNIA INN, Blackheath. The case was proved, and defendant was fined 10s including costs.”

1881 Census

77, Halesowen Street

[1] Thomas Chapman (34), carpenter, born Rowley Regis;

[2] Emma Chapman (27), wife, born Oldbury;

[3] Harry E. Chapman (4), son, scholar, born Rowley Regis;

[4] Frank H. Chapman (2), son, born Rowley Regis;

[5] Thomas F. Chapman (1 month), son, born Rowley Regis;

[6] Sarah Ann Slade (14), boarder, domestic servant, born Rowley Regis:

Dudley and District News 12/11/1881

“A meeting of nailers’ delegates was held on Monday night at the BRITANNIA INN, Blackheath, Rowley, for the purpose of
considering the advisability of forming a union to embrace the whole of the districts of East Worcestershire and Staffordshire. Mr.
Solomon Westwood presided. Councillor Davis and Mr. C. Williams, jun, of Birmingham, were present.

Mr. Williams submitted to the meeting a scheme for the formation of a union, and suggested that the members should contribute
4d per week for men, and 1d each week for women and children. In cases of sickness a member who had been in the society for
twelve months to receive 10s per week for the first six months, 5s for the next three months, and 3s per week for the following
three months. A suitable allowance also to be made in case of death. Under the same scale it was proposed that the strike pay
should be 6s per week for a man, 3s for the wife, and 1s 6d for each child.

Councillor Davis said he thought if an association was commenced there would be no lack of members, and he considered that
out of the 28,000 operatives engaged in the trade they could reckon on at least 15,000 or 16,000 members. (Hear, hear.) He
strongly advocated the necessity for the Bromsgrove districts, in which there were over 5,000 operatives, to amalgamate with the
up-country districts in the formation of the union. If they would follow the scheme laid down by Mr. Williams, the society could
be worked successfully. (Hear, hear.)

It was resolved to form a union forthwith. Mr. Williams was appointed general secretary, and an executive and sub-committee
were elected. The appointment of a president was left with the Executive Committee.”

West Bromwich Weekly News 3/12/1881

“On Monday, a meeting of nailers’ delegates was held at the BRITANNIA INN, Blackheath, Mr. John Price being in the chair.

The general secretary, Mr. C. Williams, junr, reported that he had many encouraging replies in answer to the appeal sent to the
local gentry and clergy, expressing their sympathy with the nailers in their position, and their willingness to assist them. One of
the gentlemen had also promised a donation of £5. He also reported that the ‘Labour Standard’ has agreed to receive donations for
the union and acknowledge them. He further reported that the new scheme had met with the approbation of the whole of the men,
and was being well taken up.”

County Express 8/9/1883

“On Monday last the members and friends of Court Britannia’s Pride, No.7000, of the Ancient Order of Foresters, met at the Court
House, BRITANNIA INN, Halesowen Road, Blackheath, for the purpose of presenting Bro. E. Willetts, PCR, with an emblem of
the Order, handsomely framed. Bro. Joseph Parsons, PCR, occupied the chair, and Bro. Joseph Willetts the vice-chair. The pre-
sentation was made in a suitable manner by Bro. John Owen, secretary. Bro. Willetts ably responded. A very enjoyable evening
was spent.”




Thomas Chapman was also a brewer. [1884]

County Express 28/6/1890

“A meeting of the Stourbridge and District Licensed Victuallers’ Society was held on Thursday evening, at Mr. Thomas Chap-
man’s, BRITANNIA INN, Blackheath. The president (Mr. A. Walker) was in the chair, and Mr. J. Billingham, in the vice-chair,
and there was a large number of members present.....”

1891 Census

77, Halesowen Street

[1] Thomas Chapman (43), beerhouse keeper and builder, born Rowley Regis;
[2] Emma Chapman (37), wife, born Oldbury;

[3] Harry E. Chapman (14), son, assistant brewer, born Rowley Regis;
[4] Frank H. Chapman (12), son, scholar, born Rowley Regis;

[5] Thomas F. Chapman (10), son, scholar, born Rowley Regis;

[6] Emma F. Chapman (8), daughter, scholar, born Rowley Regis;

[7] John W. Chapman (5), son, scholar, born Rowley Regis;

[8] Mary A. O. Chapman (3), daughter, scholar, born Rowley Regis;
[9] Ellen E. Chapman (3 months), daughter, born Rowley Regis:

County Advertiser 23/9/1899 - Advert

“Tuesday, September 26, 1899.

Important Sale of Valuable Freehold Licensed and Other Property, situate at Blackheath, Rowley Regis.

Mr. W. Hackett has received instructions to Sell by Auction, at the Grand Hotel, Colmore Row, Birmingham, on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 26", 1899, at Seven o’clock in the Evening, subject to Conditions of Sale incorporating those of the Birmingham Law Society.
All that most Valuable Freehold Beerhouse and Premises, the BRITANNIA INN, Halesowen Street, Blackheath, now in the
occupation of Mr. Thomas Chapman, together with Six Houses and Premises adjoining, and a Corner Piece of Building Land, the
whole producing at low rentals £80 9s 8d.

The Auctioneer calls special attention to Brewers and others seeking a good Free House, as the above is situate in a good neigh-
bourhood and is well known, and has always done a good trade, which may easily be increased. The property is well and substan-
tially built, and the six Houses always command good and respectable tenants.

For further particulars, apply to Messrs. Wright and Hollins, Solicitors, or to the Auctioneer, both of Church Street, Oldbury.”

It was sold at auction on 26" September 1899 for £2,310.

Dudley Herald 8/9/1900

“Thomas Chapman, landlord of the BRITANNIA INN, Halesowen Street, Blackheath, was charged with permitting drunkenness
to take place on his licensed premises, and also with selling to a drunken man. Mr. Collis, solicitor, of Stourbridge, pleaded guilty
to the offence. He said that the date on the summons was July, and it was very hot weather at that time. The defendant had been
ill, and that rather upset him. The house, too, had been bought over his head after his having kept it for 20 years without any pre-
vious complaint against him. It was difficult to keep a house like that so long with a clean sheet, and he hoped the Bench would
only impose a small fine.

Superintendent Spendlove said that was the first complaint against Chapman, who, he understood, was leaving the house. He pro-
posed to tender no evidence under the circumstances, and should be content to withdraw the case with a small penalty. Defendant
was fined 10s and costs.

Absalom Gould, of Blackheath, was ordered to pay 10s including costs, for being drunk on the above-named licensed premises.”

1901 Census

77, Halesowen Street

[1] Thomas Chapman (56), builder and contractor, born Old Hill;
[2] Emma Chapman (46), wife, born Oldbury;

[3] Thomas F. Chapman (20), son, carpenter, born Blackheath;
[4] Emma F. Chapman (18), daughter, born Blackheath;

[5] John W. Chapman (15), son, nut forger, born Blackheath;

[6] Mary A. V. Chapman (13), daughter, born Blackheath;

[7] Ellen E. Chapman (10), daughter, born Blackheath;

[8] Gladys V. Chapman (2), daughter, born Blackheath:

County Advertiser 28/9/1901 - Advert

“BRITANNIA INN, Halesowen Street, Blackheath, Staffordshire.

To Publicans, Dealers and Others.

Mr. W. H. Hackett has received instructions to Sell by Auction, upon the Premises as above, on Monday Next, September 30%,
1901, the Brewing Plant, Surplus Household Furniture, and other Effects, comprising Two good Working Cobs, Two capital
Spring Traps, Nearly-new Fruiterer’s Truck, Two 160-Gallon Brewing Boilers, Doors, and Bars; Two Oval Mash Tubs, Collecting
Square, Two Wood Vats and Supports, Copper Cooler, Sieves, Two Mash Rules, Two 120-Gallon Barrels, Four 60-gallon Bar-




rels, Four Round Tubs, Malt Crusher, Ladle, with skimmer; Tin Tunpail, Set of Iron Bedsteads, Spring Mattress, Wool Mattress,
Cane-seated and other Chairs, Washstand and Dressing Table, Fire-guard, Fenders, Dust Preventers, Wringing Machine, Sundry
Ironwork, Quantity of Timber, etc; Two capital Cobs, 14 hands high, quiet to ride and drive, and good workers; Two Spring Traps,
in good condition; Nearly-new Fruiterer’s Truck, and numerous other Effects.

The whole on View Morning of Sale.

Sale to commence at Twelve o’clock.

Auctioneer’s Offices: 13, Church Street, Oldbury, and Clent near Stourbridge. Telephone No.63 Oldbury.”

County Advertiser 25/11/1905

“William Howard, labourer, of Blackheath, was charged with assaulting John Wharton, a bricklayer, on the 21 inst. Mr. Plant,
who appeared to prosecute, explained that on the day in question complainant was drinking in the BRITANNIA INN, Halesowen
Road, Blackheath, with some friends. Complainant recently broke his left collar bone whilst at work, and was in receipt of com-
pensation. This appeared to annoy defendant, who tried to thrust a quarrel upon the complainant. This was, however, avoided,
but when Wharton got out of the house Howard rushed at him, and said, ‘I will give you compensation.” He then struck Wharton
upon the shoulder, and made further attempts to assault him. Complainant felt pain from his shoulder, but attributed this to his
previous accident, but a few days later he visited Dr. Freer, who informed him that his collar bone was again broken.

Evidence was given in support of this statement by complainant and two other witnesses.

Defendant denied assault, but the Bench bound him over to keep the peace for six months, and also ordered him to pay the costs,
14s 6d.”

County Express 29/8/1908

“At Old Hill, on Wednesday, George Pooler, licensee of the BRITANNIA INN, Halesowen Street, Blackheath was summoned

for permitting drunkenness upon his licensed premises, and also for selling to a drunken person on the 5" inst. Mr. J. W. Clulow
prosecuted, and Mr. J. S. Sharpe defended.

Mr. Clulow said he had gone through the evidence, and had had a conversation with Supt. Johnson and Mr. Sharpe, and as a result
he asked for the cases to be withdrawn on of payment of costs. It appeared that an old man named Joseph Parkes was seen to
come out of the house in a drunken condition. Pooler was absent at the time, but as soon as Mrs. Pooler perceived that Parkes
was in a drunken condition she got him off the premises. Under those circumstances, and having regard to defendant’s good char-
acter, the police consented to the case being withdrawn.

Mr. Sharpe said Parkes was an elderly man, and showed no signs of drunkenness until he ‘went off suddenly.’

The Bench agreed to this course being adopted, the costs amounting to £3 6s.

A charge against Joseph Parkes, of Halesowen Road, Blackheath, of being drunk on licensed premises, was also withdrawn on
payment of the costs.”

County Express 9/7/1910

“An enquiry was held yesterday, before Mr. G. C. Lewis (coroner), at the BRITANNIA INN, Blackheath, touching the death of
Thomas Windsor, aged 83, of Hackett Street, who died on Thursday morning. On June 8" Windsor was found by his daughter
sitting in bed with his throat cut and a razor by his side. He was attended by Dr. McQueen, and lingered till Thursday morning. A
verdict of Suicide while Temporarily Insane was returned.”

1911 Census

77, Halesowen Street - BRITANNIA INN

[1] Frederick Salt (68), beerhouse keeper and police pensioner, born Stone, Staffordshire;

[2] Charlotte Salt (67), wife, married 42 years, born Waterhouses, Staffordshire;

[3] Hannah Salt (36), daughter, born West Bromwich;

[4] Herbert Salt (28), son, warehouseman, steel tube works, born Brierley Hill;

[5] Charlotte Steventon Darby (26), daughter, widow, assistant in the business, born Brierley Hill;
[6] Jessie Steventon Darby (3), grand-daughter, born Blackheath:

Frederick Salt, beer retailer, 124, Halesowen Street. [1916]
He died in 1916.
See also GEORGE AND DRAGON.

Mrs. Charlotte S. Darby, beer retailer, 124, Halesowen Street. [1924]
A Wine License was granted on 2™ March 1938.

Provisional Removal of License granted to land adjoining premises partly on present site. Wine License and Provisional Removal
confirmed at Stafford on 26™ April 1938.

Staffordshire Advertiser 30/4/1938

“The County Licensing Confirmation Committee sat at the Shirehall, Stafford, on Tuesday, to consider the confirmation of provi-
sional licenses and removal orders granted in the petty sessional courts.....

Mr. Gilbert Griffiths successfully applied for the removal of the beer licence of the BRITANNIA INN, Halesowen Street, Black-



heath, to premises proposed to be erected partly on the land forming the site of the existing inn and land adjoining, also for the
sale of wine on the premises.”

1939 Register
124, Halesowen Street

[1] Robert J. Mullins, date of birth 15/10/1886, public house manager, married;

[2] Marian (Dorothy) Mullins, dob 3/12/1892, unpaid domestic duties, married,

[3] Robert H. Mullins, dob 24/9/1923, improver to constructional and heating engineers, single;
[5] Marian (Mullins) Davis, dob 24/9/1928, at school, single;

[6] Dorothy (Mullins) Whitehouse, dob 22/9/1930, at school, single:

Birmingham Mail 24/11/1939 - Advert
“Bar-General Wanted, live in; commence December 7; references required.

Apply, BRITANNIA INN, Halesowen Street, Black Heath.”
Provisional grant of Removal given on 8" February 1939, confirmed on 6" December 1939.

Closed
Demolished
Rebuilt

An application for a full license granted on 2™ February 1949 and confirmed on 27" April 1949.
Tony James was a former wrestler billed as “Jumping Jimmy James”.

Sandwell Evening Mail 19/2/1986

“A Blackheath landlord has taken only £15 in three days and may be forced to board up his pub if his request for a rate reduction
fails. Mr. Roy Stanley, of the BRITANNIA INN, Halesowen Street, said that between Sunday night and Tuesday night he only
sold £15 worth of drink, and that his weekly sales have plummeted from £1,000 a week four months ago to under £300. Mr. Stan-
ley is among 47 landlords whose applications for rate reductions may be heard before a valuation panel at Dudley on March 11.
And fellow applicant Mr. Gian Singh Cheema, of the SPRING COTTAGE, in Harvills Hawthorn, agrees. ‘It is a highly unem-
ployed area with very little money,” he said.

One of the owners of many of the pubs, Ansells Brewery Co. Ltd., has admitted that falling sales are hitting landlords hard.

‘There are many reasons why individual tenants feel they need a rate reduction, but is mainly due to the changing circumstances
of an area, such as factories and firms closing down,’ said Mrs. Pat Nixon, publicity officer for Ansells.”

Sandwell Evening Mail 30/7/1991

“A hooded raider threatened to harm a 10-month-old baby unless his mother handed over the £1,400 takings from her Blackheath
pub. Terrified Jaqueline Nash, licensee of the BRITANNIA INN, Halesowen Street, had parked her car in West Bromwich to
bank the cash when the raider struck. Her son Paul was in a child seat in the back of the car and as Mrs. Nash opened the boot to
get the pushchair the thief struck.

The robber said he had kept her and the baby under observation and the child would be harmed if she did not hand over the cash,
hidden under the front seat. After handing over the money, he told her to get back in the car where she sat petrified for several
minutes before raising the alarm.

She said today, ‘As soon as he threatened the baby, the money became irrelevant. You just don’t know what people like this might
do — even hurt a baby. No money is worth that.’

Mrs. Nash, aged 26, who has kept the BRITANNIA with her husband Paul for two years said, ‘Because of roadworks I went to the
car park in Church Street. I had just removed the pram from the car boot when I noticed this man.’

Det. Chief Insp. Derek Bloxham, of West Bromwich CID, said the half-caste Afro-Caribbean man, aged 30 to 35 was wearing a
tracksuit with a maroon or red hood.”

Sandwell Evening Mail 13/12/1993 - Advert

“Fancy Running a Pub in the Birmingham Area?

Could one of the following houses be of interest to you?

BRITANNIA, Halesowen Street, Black Heath, Birmingham.....

Enterprise Inns Limited now have a number of opportunities available for licensees to run their own business. Investment level
required is between £10,000 - £20,000, dependent on the house.....”

Sandwell Evening Mail 7/2/1994 - Advert

“Enterprising Pubs for Enterprising People.

We have a number of opportunities available in the licensed trade within an area covering the Midlands, Leicestershire going up
into South Yorkshire.

An Open Day is being held at the BRITANNIA, Halesowen Street, Blackheath, Birmingham, to give you the chance to have an
informal chat with us.




Enterprise Inns offers all the back up and support you’d expect from one of the country’s leading independent pub operators.
The kickstart programme will enable you, with a minimum investment between £5,000-£8,000, to take a house either on a Three
Year Tenancy or a 21 year Asignable Lease.

For more information come along to the Open Day on Wednesday 9 February between 4.00-7.00pm.

Enterprise Inns Limited, Friars Gate, Stratford Road, Solihull, B90 4BN.”

Halesowen News 8/9/2008

“Wine lovers can tickle their tastebuds with a selection of award-winning wines at three local pubs taking part in a 19-day wine
festival. The MOON UNDER WATER in Cradley Heath, the BRITANNIA in Rowley Regis and the WILLIAM SHENSTONE in
Halesowen are all taking part in the wine festival which runs from September 17 until October 5.

Six new wines will be on offer, including a Cabernet Sauvignon Shiraz 2006 from South Australia and a German Naked Grape
Riesling 2006, none of which have previously been served in the pubs. The wines will be sold at £2.20 for a 175ml glass, at £2.95
for a 250ml glass and at £7.69 for a bottle.

The MOON UNDER WATER manager Maxine Tolley said, ‘The wine festival will give people the opportunity to sample a range
of award-winning wines at affordable prices.””

Halesowen News 11/12/2012

“A Rowley Regis pub is holding a funday this weekend to raise cash for the family burnt out of their home last week. Louise
Pilkington, aged 31, is recovering from burns after a blaze at her home which left her and two daughters homeless.

The landlady and regulars at the BRITANNIA, Halesowen Street, are holding a fun day on Saturday between noon and 4pm.
Vicky Devine, landlady at the Wetherspoons pub, said, ‘We all know Louise and the family in the BRITANNIA and we wanted to
do something for the family. Santa will be here in our grotto and there will be facepainting, a table top sale and a raffle for people
to enter. We are looking for donations for table top sale and all the money raised will go to Louise and the family.” She added,
‘Louise has got two children what we are all doing is the typical Black Country mentality, we look after our own.””

Halesowen News 17/3/2014

“International beers will be gracing the pumps of pubs in Halesowen, Cradley Heath, Rowley Regis and Oldbury during 17 day
festival. The WILLIAM SHENSTONE, MOON UNDER THE WATER, the BRITANNIA and the COURT OF REQUESTS
will have beers from South Africa, New Zealand, Sweden, Canada, USA, Belgium, Australia, Germany, Spain and Norway. The
Wetherspoons beer festival runs from Friday, March 28 to Sunday, April 13 with all beers priced from £1.99 to £2.15 a pint.....
Many of the beers are available in the pubs for the first time, having been brewed exclusively for the festival. Customers will be
able to sample any three of the real ales in special third of a pint glasses for the price of a pint.”

Halesowen News 20/9/2014

“Four Wetherspoon pubs across Halesowen and Sandwell are dropping their prices by 7.5 per cent on Wednesday as part of the
company’s ongoing tax battle with the Government. The MOON UNDER WATER, Cradley Heath, the BRITANNIA, Rowley
Regis, the WILLIAM SHENSTONE, Halesowen, and the COURT OF REQUESTS, Oldbury are joining in national Tax Equality
Day which is highlighting the benefit of a VAT reduction in the hospitality industry.....”

Halesowen News 6/1/2016

“A boozy row has erupted between Sandwell Council and Wetherspoons after the authority officially called for residents to
observe Dry January. The council ‘challenged’ residents to stop drinking alcohol for 31 days as part of the Alcohol Concern and
Public Health England backed campaign.

Councillor Darren Cooper, leader of Sandwell Council, said, ‘Once the excesses of Christmas and New Year are over, many of us
plan to start off the year in a healthy way. Dry January is something I like to do every year. It’s a good opportunity to give your
body the chance to have a detox after the festive period. People who have taken part in previous years say after a month without
alcohol they sleep better, lose weight and generally feel more energetic.” He added, ‘Dry January isn’t about forcing everyone to
give up alcohol for a month but remembering we all need to look after ourselves and live as healthy a lifestyle as possible.’
However, giant pub firm JD Wetherspoon, which runs the COURT OF REQUESTS in Oldbury, the BRITANNIA in Blackheath
and the MOON UNDER THE WATER in Cradley Heath, blasted Cllr. Cooper and the council for being ‘nannyish.” Wether-
spoon’s PR spokesman Eddie Gershon said, ‘People enjoy going out for a drink in a local pub, if people decide to drink less in a
particular time then that is a decision for them to make. We are not sure that a leader of a council needs to be endorsing some-
thing like Dry January and one could ask the council whether it would also put out statements about not having a fry up, having
a takeaway or eating less during a particular month of the year. People who go to the pub are not stupid and can make their own
decisions, it feels a bit nannyish, and it could lead to councils pontificating on a whole range lifestyle actions.’

However, Cllr. Cooper hit back, he said, ‘I don’t see anything nannyish about it — we’re not telling people they shouldn’t drink,
but like many public organisations, we’re backing a national campaign that encourages people to think about their health. As the
authority responsible for public health and alcohol treatment, of course we’re going to support public health campaigns that help
tackle things like excessive drinking, obesity and inactivity.” He added, ‘I am sure JD Wetherspoon’s profits will survive whether
customers are drinking a pint of lager or a pint of lemonade.””

Halesowen News 8/9/2017
“A trio of Black Country boozers are cutting prices to protest against tax rules they say are unfair. On Wednesday September 20
the MOON UNDER WATER in High Street, Cradley Heath, the BRITANNIA in Halesowen Street, Rowley Regis and the WIL-




LIAM SHENSTONE in Queensway, Halesowen, will drop the cost of all food and drink by 7.5 per cent. The pubs are taking the
action, which will last one day only, to support national Tax Equality Day, aimed at highlighting the benefit of a VAT reduction in
the hospitality industry. All food and drink in pubs is subject to 20 per cent VAT while supermarkets have a zero VAT rate on all
food. Publicans say the big retailers use that saving to sell alcohol at a discounted rate.

Gabrielle Tandy, manager of the MOON UNDER WATER, said, ‘We are keen to highlight the amount customers would save if
VAT in pubs was lowered permanently. So, for example, the total price of a meal and drinks for an individual would be reduced
from £10 to £9.25 on Tax Equality Day. A reduction in the level of VAT on a long-term basis will generate growth and create jobs
in the important leisure and hospitality sector and help the high street of which pubs are an integral part.””

Dudley News 25/11/2017

“Dudley News Loos at five borough Wetherspoon pubs have been rated among the best in the country. The FULL MOON in
Dudley, the ABRAHAM DARBY at intu Merry Hill, the CLIFTON in Sedgley were all given a platinum star rating in the Loo of
the Year Awards 2017.

Inspectors also gave the top rating to the MOON UNDER WATER in Cradley Heath and the BRITANNIA in Rowley Regis.
Meanwhile, gold ratings were given to the WATERFRONT INN in Brierley Hill and the WILLIAM SHENSTONE in Halesowen.
The awards, celebrating their 30th anniversary this year, aim to highlight and improve standards of ‘away from home’ toilet pro-
vision across the UK. Loo of the Year Awards inspectors made unannounced visits to thousands of toilets at sites across the UK,
in order to judge them. All of the toilets were graded from bronze to platinum — unacceptable toilets were not graded at all. The
platinum rating was only given to outlets which offered ‘exceptional toilets.’

Toilets were judged against numerous criteria, including décor and maintenance, cleanliness, accessibility, hand washing and dry-
ing equipment and overall management.....

The BRITANNIA manager, Siobhan Rustom, said it was ‘great’ that efforts to keep the toilets in tip top condition had been rec-
ognised by inspectors.

Mike Bone, managing director of the awards scheme, added, ‘The toilets at all seven pubs have been designed and fitted out to a
very high standard and are both clean and well maintained. The pubs richly deserve their awards.””

Dudley News 2/8/2018

“Wetherspoon’s pubs to host gin festival. An 11-day gin festival is coming to Black Country pubs later this month.

The MOON UNDER WATER in High Street, Cradley Heath, the BRITANNIA in Halesowen Street, Rowley Regis, and the WIL-
LIAM SHENSTONE in Queensway, Halesowen, will have numerous award-winning and flavoured gins on offer throughout. The
FULL MOON in High Street, Dudley, the ABRAHAM DARBY at intu Merry Hill, the CLIFTON in Bull Ring, Sedgley and the
WATERFRONT INN in Level Street, Brierley Hill, will also be involved in the festival, which will run from Friday, August 17 to
Monday, August 27.”

[2019]

BRITANNIA

CRADLEY HEATH

OWNERS

LICENSEES

James Hyde (1863 —/1865]

NOTES

County Advertiser 9/1/1864

“James Hyde, landlord of the BRITANNIA beerhouse, Cradley Heath, was charged with having his house open for the sale of beer
at half-past eleven o’clock on the night of Saturday last. Police-sergeant Powner proved the charge, and as the defendant had only
kept the house a month, he was dismissed on promising to pay costs and not offend again.”

Stourbridge Observer 26/3/1864 -Advert

“The BRITANNIA INN, Cradley Heath.

To be Disposed Of, with immediate possession, the above well-accustomed Inn, situate near to the Five Way, and extensive Iron
Works of the New British Iron Company, and now doing a steady business. Coming-in about £60. Cause of leaving, business
engagements at a distance.

Apply to Mr. Chandler, Auctioneer &c, Cradley Heath.”




BRITANNIA

5, Springfield Lane, (Knowle Lane), Five Ways, Springfield, ROWLEY REGIS

OWNERS

Thomas B. Williams and Lizzie Bate, Rowley Regis

LICENSEES

John Knowles [1854]

Joseph Parkes [1861]

John Tranter [ ]-1874);
Benjamin Round (1874 —[1885]
James Round [1891]

William Woodall [1901]-1906);
Albert Barnsley (1906 —[1911]
Joseph Plant [1919] — 1928);
Frank Taylor (1928 —1929);
Thomas Benjamin Mason (1929 —1931);
Laura Mason (1931):

NOTES
It was an ante *69 beerhouse.

1861 Census

Springfield Lane — Public House

[1] Joseph Parkes (49), brass caster, born Wolverhampton;
[2] Nancy Parkes (54), wife, born Dudley;

[3] Jane Parkes (18), daughter, born Wolverhampton;

[4] John Parkes (11), son, scholar, born Dudley;

[5] Rebecca Parkes (6), daughter, scholar, born Dudley:

County Express 21/11/1868

“On Monday, an inquest was held, before Edwin Hooper, Esq, coroner, at the BRITANNIA INN, Springfield, on the body of Hen-
ry Barnet, aged 38, whose death occurred in a coal-pit, at Windmill End Colliery, on Wednesday, the 11" inst. He was last seen
alive at about half-past six on the previous evening, in the engine fire-hole. He was the next morning found dead in the pit, at the
bottom of the shaft. It was not known how he got there. Something was heard in the shaft about three o’clock. The Jury returned
a verdict of Found Dead, and it was supposed he came to his death accidentally. A slight cut was found on the head. Deceased
leaves a widow and five children. Mr. Baker, Government Inspector of Mines, was present.”

Stourbridge Observer 21/2/1874

“At the Police Court on Wednesday, before Messrs. F. W. G. Barrs and H. Smith, John Tranter, landlord of the BRITANNIA INN,
Springfields, was summoned for unlawfully opening his house during prohibited hours, on the 8" inst.

Police-constable Cooper said he was stationed at Old Hill. On the above date, at 5.25pm he visited defendant’s house in company
with Police-constable Goodfellow. He found four men in the house. One of the men came from Dawley Brook [Kingswinford],
and the others lived within 200 yards of the house. There was a stain on the table as if some ale had been there a short time be-
fore. Police-constable Goodfellow gave corroborative evidence.

Defendant said he had invited the men to tea, and there was no ale had in. Fined 20s and costs.”

County Advertiser 22/5/1875

“Benjamin Brown [sic], landlord of the BRITANNIA INN, Rowley, was charged with having kept his house open after eleven
o’clock for the sale of ale on the 26" ult. Mr. Clulow defended.

Police-constable Giles said that at twenty-five minutes past eleven o’clock on the night in question he visited the defendant’s
house, and found in the tap room eight men and women, and in another room thirteen men and women. He called the attention of
the defendant to the men and women, and on going into the smoke room he found the defendant’s daughter putting back the clock.
Cross-examined: Was not asked for his watch whilst he was in the house.




He afterwards left the place, as there was a lot of men there, and he thought they would interfere with him. He went to a neigh-
bouring publican’s, Mr. Harrison’s. Reached there about twenty minutes to twelve, and was supplied with a glass of beer.

Mr. Clulow said that after hearing the evidence he should produce, his client would be entitled to have the case dismissed. He
should be able to call four witnesses who would totally deny the statement of the officer that the clock was put back, or that it was
after eleven o’clock. Both defendant’s daughters would deny that anything of the sort took place. The officer might have thought
he saw the clock put back, but his witnesses would say it was incorrect. Mr. Clulow then called witnesses in support of his state-
ment.

The Bench retired, and on returning into Court said they had decided to dismiss the case.”

County Advertiser 3/5/1879

“Benjamin Round, BRITANNIA INN, Springfield Lane, Rowley, was summoned on a charge of illegally selling porter on the 20™
ult, at a time when his house ought to have been closed. Mr. T. Homer (Brierley Hill) defended.

Evidence for the prosecution was given by Police-constables Rowlands and Frost, who in plain clothes visited the house of the
defendant at 11am on Sunday the 20" ult. They stated that they saw a woman standing at the back door. The door was opened by
a girl, and they went in, when they found a boy at the top of the cellar with the bottle of porter produced, which, on seeing them,
he put under a bench. On being questioned about what had taken place, defendant’s wife at first said she knew nothing about the
porter, but she afterwards admitted that it was for a poor person, and was to be paid for at dinner time.

Mr. Homer’s defence was that the porter was given, and not sold to the woman. He called defendant’s wife and daughters and

the daughter of a woman named Hill to prove that the latter spoke to the landlady on the night previous to the day of the alleged
offence, and asked her if she could have half a pint of porter about eleven o’clock on Sunday morning, as her mother was ill and
was ordered to drink porter. The landlady said she could not sell her any, but under the circumstances she would give her half a
pint at that time.

There were several discrepancies in the statements made by the witnesses, and the magistrates thought the explanation offered was
not satisfactory. They remarked that they could attach no importance to the defence after such evidence, and fined defendant (as it
was the first offence) 10s and costs.”

1881 Census

5, Springfield Lane

[1] Benjamin Round (58), beer seller, born Rowley;

[2] Elizabeth Round (57), wife, born Rowley;

[3] Phoebe Ann Round (19), daughter, barmaid, born Brockmoor;
[4] James Round (16), son, bricklayer’s labourer, born Old Hill:

West Bromwich Weekly News 28/5/1881

“Benjamin Round, jun, was charged with being drunk and refusing to quit his father’s house, the BRITANNIA INN, Springfield,
on the 19" inst. He was also charged with breaking the windows, and assaulting Mary Davis, and using threats towards his moth-
er. It appeared that on the night in question defendant was at his father’s house drunk. He asked for some beer, and being refused
he drew it himself. Being remonstrated with he broke the cups, and then assaulted his sister by pulling her hair and striking her.
He was put out, and he then used threats towards his mother, and also smashed 14 panes of glass, doing damage to the extent of
14s.

Defendant said he was very sorry for what he had done.

He was sent to prison for one month for assaulting his sister, and ordered to pay the costs, amounting to 32s 6d in the other cases,
or another month.”

County Express 11/4/1885

“On Wednesday, at the Old Hill Police Court, warrants for the apprehension of several men were granted on a charge of brutal-
ly ill-treating two young men named Benjamin and James Round, sons of the landlord of the BRITANNIA INN, Spring Vale,
Rowley, on Tuesday afternoon. For the past few days a series of pigeon homing matches have taken place in the district, and
several disturbances have ensued. On Tuesday afternoon a number of men visited the BRITANNIA in a very drunken condition
and demanded drink. The landlady instructed her sons not to serve the men, and they were ordered out. They then went into an
adjoining garden and commenced a disturbance. The sons of the landlady went out to order them away, when they took off their
buckled belts and struck the young men about the body and head with such ferocity as to render them unconscious. Both of them
are now under medical treatment, and they appeared in Court on Wednesday with bandaged heads, and looking very ill.”

County Advertiser 18/4/1885

“At the Old Hill Police Court, on Wednesday, before Messrs. W. Bassano and C. Holcroft — John Townsend, Thomas Collier,
William Manby, Edward Pearson, and Alexander Waldron, all young men, of Springfield, Rowley, were charged with assaulting
Benjamin Round, son of the landlady of the BRITANNIA INN, Springfield Road, on the 6" inst. Collier and Pearson were further
charged with assaulting James Round, brother of Benjamin Round, on the same date. Mr. W. Waldron prosecuted, and Mr. Ward
defended.

In opening the case Mr. Waldron stated that the assault was a shocking and brutal one. Most of the defendants were in the Militia,
and the assault was committed with the belts usually worn by militia men. Manby, however, used a poker. After the assault some
women took the complainants away, and the defendants, not content with having assaulted complainants, stoned the women. If he
proved what he had opened he should ask the Bench to mark their sense of disapprobation of the unmanly conduct on the part of




the defendants by a severe penalty.

The evidence for the prosecution was that on Easter Monday the defendants had been drinking at the BRITANNIA. After six
o’clock in the evening they were ordered to leave, and went and stood in the road some distance from the house, but as they
returned the landlady locked the front door to prevent them re-entering the house. Townsend tried to force the door by kicking it
with his foot and bunting it with his shoulder. He tried to climb a gate, but could not, and then jumped a fence, and was followed
by Collier. Townsend struck prosecutor in the face. The other defendants came up, and a fight took place. Benjamin Round stat-
ed that he had to engage with three of the defendants — Collier, Pearson and Waldron — who stood in a row with their belts doubled
round their wrists, and ‘with the buckle ends slapped him over the head as hard as they could strike.” Manby had a poker in his
hand, and after witness fell down, ‘rapped him on the head’ with it. Witness said the fight was with fists at first, and it was when
Townsend and defendant Waldron saw they were getting behind that these two pulled off their belts.

James Round stated that Pearson and Collier struck him with their belts. It was also stated that some women neighbours got com-
plainant away, and that the defendants stoned the women.

Mrs. Venables stated that the fight was a fair one until belts were used. She added that defendant Waldron had a strap.

Mr. Waldron: Had it got a buckle on? — Witness: I suppose it had; it would be no good without.

The wife of Benjamin Round stated that all the defendants had their belts off.

Cross-examined: She did her best to release her husband, but did not throw any stones or brickbats.

Mr. John O’Dowd, surgeon, Netherton, spoke to Benjamin Round having received four scalp wounds, two of which penetrated to
the bone. One wound was an inch and quarter in length, another an inch, and the other two were smaller. The wounds were not
yet healed. James Round had two scalp wounds which penetrated to the bone. Both the men, when he saw them, were bleeding
profusely.

For the defence, Mr. Ward submitted that if there was a free fight as had been opened, there was no case to answer. Addressing
himself to the surroundings of the case, Mr. Ward went on to say that the defendants had been drinking at the BRITANNIA, and
having spent all their money, they left the house voluntarily. Shortly afterwards a man named Clee came out of the house, threw
up his hat, and wanted to fight any of them. Townsend and Clee commenced fighting, and Collier attempted to separate them.
Benjamin Round at that moment came upon the scene, struck Collier on the nose, and a general scrimmage and free fight took
place. Mr. Ward commented on the fact that the poker which figured in the case was the property of the landlady, and the infer-
ence from that must, he contended, tell in favour of the defendants. As he was instructed, the poker was brought from a public
house by a man named Parkes, who struck Pearson on the head with it. Then it was that one or two of the defendants took off
their belts, not militia belts as had been stated, for the men were not in the Militia, and defended themselves. He should ask the
Bench to believe that complainants were the aggressors and that defendants did nothing more than protect themselves.

Witnesses were then called and gave evidence in keeping with Mr. Ward’s statement.

Manley stated that not more than one belt was used, and Mary Faulkner deposed that Benjamin Round struck the first blow.

Mr. Bassano said the Bench felt they must inflict a heavy fine in this case, inasmuch as they considered fighting with belts was
only one degree removed from fighting with the knife. The defendants would therefore be fined 40s and costs, with the alternative
of six weeks’ imprisonment with hard labour. The surgeon’s fee and bill and were allowed.”

1891 Census

5, Springfield Lane — BRITANNIA INN

[1] James Round (26), licensed victualler, born Rowley Regis;

[2] Elizabeth D. Round (27), wife, born Rowley Regis;

[3] Lily Round (3), daughter, born Rowley Regis;

[4] James Round (2), son, born Rowley Regis;

[5] Elizabeth Round (5 months), daughter, born Rowley Regis;

[6] Benjamin Round (68), father, living on his own means, born Rowley Regis;
[7] Elizabeth Round (67), mother, born Rowley Regis;

[8] Florrie Riley (14), domestic servant, born Oldbury:

County Express 9/1/1897

“David Davies, miner, Springfield, was charged with refusing to quit the BRITANNIA INN, Springfield, and with assaulting Wil-
liam Woodall, the landlord, on the 21 ult. Mr. Waldron defended.

It was stated that Davies entered the BRITANNIA intoxicated. Witness told defendant to leave the premises, but he obstinately
refused to do so although asked several times. His conduct caused a disturbance in the house, and he was eventually turned out.
When in the street defendant was very violent and kicked and struck the landlord and also burst the house door.

For the defence, Mr. Waldron denied on behalf of the defendant that he was drunk, and was therefore in a condition to be supplied.
Further, the defendant did not start the disturbance.

For refusing to quit defendant was fined 2s 6d and costs and 20s and costs for the assault.”

Dudley Herald 8/10/1898

“The Knowle Friendly Societies held their annual services on Sunday last in the Knowle New Connexion Chapel, in aid of the
Dudley Dispensary, Guest Hospital, and Birmingham Eye Hospital. The service in the afternoon was conducted by Mr. J. Rob-
inson, of Constitution Hill, Dudley, and in the evening by Mr. R. Darby, of Coombs Wood, near Halesowen. In the afternoon a
procession was formed by members of the Court Robin Hood’s Pride, AOF, the Knowle Friendly Society held at the Knowle New
Connexion School, and White Pink Lodge of Free Gardeners held at the BRITANNIA INN, Springfield Lane. The procession,
headed by the Dudley Christ Church Early Sunday Morning School Band, paraded the principal streets of the district. A collection




was made at each service and along the route of the procession, and a sum of £6 15s 0%d was realised.....”

1901 Census

5, Springfield Lane

[1] William Woodhall (34), fitter (engine), born Rowley Regis;

[2] Jessie Woodhall (33), wife, born Old Hill;

[3] Joseph S. Woodhall (13), son, born Dudley;

[4] Sydney Woodhall (11), son, born Old Hill;

[5] Harry Woodhall (5), son, born Rowley Regis;

[6] Dorothy Woodhall (3), daughter, born Rowley Regis;

[7] Hubert Woodhall (1), son, born Rowley Regis;

[8] Joseph Early (29), boarder, general labourer, born Cradley Heath:

St. Giles, Rowley - Parish Register - Baptisms
22" November 1905 - Norah (b. 25/9/1905), daughter of William and Jessie Woodall, publican, Springfield Lane.

County Advertiser 4/2/1905

“Yesterday morning Mr. A. A. Betham (Deputy Coroner) held an inquest at the BRITANNIA INN, Springfields, Rowley, touch-
ing the death of Mary Elizabeth Crow, aged three, whose parents reside at Springfield Lane, Rowley, and who met with her death
under shocking circumstances on the 31 ult.

Rosannah Crow, the mother, stated that at 1.30pm on the date named, she left deceased, with two other young children in the
house while she went to Warren’s Hall Colliery to pick coal. When she returned she found that the child had been badly burned
and was dead. There was no fireguard in the house. She asked a woman named Darby to look after the house. She admitted that
her husband was a miner but she went to pick the coal because she had run out of it. She denied she was in habit of picking coal.
William Crow, the husband, stated that he knew his wife went to pick coal when they ran short, but she generally left the children
in charge of some friends.

Rachel Smart stated that on the date named she heard Mrs. Crow’s children crying in the house. She went to the house, pushed
open the door, and saw the deceased child with her clothes in flames, which were subsequently extinguished by a man named
Thomas Mason.

Rose Ann Darby, a neighbour, denied that Mrs. Crow asked her to look after the house whilst she was away, and said that the
mother was in the habit of picking coal from the colliery even when she had received her allowance coal.

Police-constable Bowers corroborated this.

The Deputy Coroner said it was the worst case he had ever heard in his experience of neglect on the part of the mother. It almost
amounted to criminal neglect. In cases like that he hardly knew what they could do.

Mr. J. Chapman (foreman of the jury) said it was a common practice in the district, and in performing his duties as school atten-
dance officer he found that young children were too frequently left alone by their parents in the house.

The jury returned a verdict of Accidental Death, and on their recommendation the Deputy Coroner severely censured the mother,
and also disallowed her expenses. In another such case he should commit the persons to the Assizes for trial. He also cautioned
the husband to see when his wife went out to pick coal again that some one was left in the house.

The coroner produced a piece of flannelette, known as ‘non-flam,” which did not blaze when ignited. He proceeded to show the
article to the jury, and recommended that this should be used by people.

The foreman of the jury, at the conclusion of the inquiry, asked the coroner when they would come up to the standard of Worces-
tershire, and pay the jurymen for their services. The Deputy Coroner sympathised, and said that he would write to the County
Council upon the matter.”

County Advertiser 13/7/1907

“Mr. G. G. Lewis (coroner) held an inquest at the BRITANNIA INN, Springfields, Rowley Regis, on Tuesday, concerning the
infant male child of James and Beatrice Peters, of Springfields, Rowley, who died suddenly on Monday last. The evidence of Dr.
Beasley showed that death was the result of suffocation, caused by convulsions, or by being overlain. The jury returned a verdict
of Death from Natural Causes.

Mr. J. Tibbetts, a juror, asked the coroner if there was any likelihood of coroner’s juries being paid in Staffordshire in the same
way as they were in Worcestershire. He said that nearly all the men summoned on that day had been fetched from work, and
ought to be paid.

The Coroner said he should be pleased for juries to be paid in the district he was responsible for, but he could make no recommen-
dation. The matter was in the hands of the ratepayers, who could urge their county councillors to vote in favour of payment.

Mr. Tibbetts said that in the interests of the working men, he should bring the question under the notice of the County Council.
The Coroner reminded the jury that the cost would fall on the ratepayers.”

1911 Census

5, Springfield Lane

[1] Albert Barnsley (34), potter (moulder), born Dudley;

[2] Laura Barnsley (31), wife, married 11 years, born Dudley;
[3] Laura Barnsley (7), daughter, born Dudley;

[4] Adelaide Davies (18), domestic servant, born Rowley Regis:



Dudley Herald 17/1/1931

“The death of Mr. Thomas Benjamin Mason, licensee of the BRITANNIA INN, Springfield, took place after a short illness on
Wednesday last week. Deceased who was well known and highly respected, was 59 years of age. He leaves a widow and a wide
circle of friends, by whom he will be sadly missed. The interment was on Sunday, at St. Andrew’s Church, Netherton, where other
members of his family are buried. The curate officiated.....”

It was referred to the Compensation Authority on 4™ March 1931, on the grounds of redundancy.

Dudley Herald 7/3/1931

“The licensing justices, besides renewing several licenses, heard three cases in which the police recommended that the house
should be referred to the Compensation Committee for closure. In two cases — those of the VINE INN, Rowley, and the BRITAN-
NIA INN, Springfield — they referred to the committee, and in that of the ROYAL OAK INN, Banner Street, Cradley Heath, Mr. J.
T. Higgs appeared on behalf of the licensee (Mr. Joseph Bennett) and opposed the closure of the house.

Inspector Davison said the application was being made by the police on the grounds of redundancy. He considered that there were
enough houses of a better class to serve that locality.

After further statements had been made the Chairman said the Bench felt that there was no likelihood of the Compensation Com-
mittee entertaining the case, and the license would be renewed.”

Staffordshire Advertiser 23/5/1931

“The Licensing (Consolidation) Act, 1910. Notice of Principal Meeting. County of Stafford.

Notice is Hereby Given, that the Principal Meeting to be held pursuant to the Licensing Rules, 1901, by the Compensation Author-
ity for the above Area, will be held at the Shire Hall, Stafford, on Monday, the 27 day of July, 1931, at 11 o’clock am.

And Notice Is Hereby Also Given, that the Compensation Authority will at the Meeting be prepared to hear, with reference to the
Renewal of the Licences of the several Premises specified in the subjoined list, all those Persons to whom under the Licensing
(Consolidation) Act, 1910, they are bound to give an opportunity of being heard.....

List of Licensed Premises.....

BRITANNIA INN, Rowley. Beerhouse ante 1869. Licensee, Laura Mason.”

Lichfield Mercury 8/1/1932

“At Staffordshire Quarter Sessions, held at Stafford on Tuesday, the County Licensing Committee reported that the number of
licences referred last year from seven divisions and boroughs was ten, seven of which the committee refused to renew, compensa-
tion being fixed as follows.....

Rowley Regis Division: BRITANNIA INN, Rowley, beerhouse, £1,591.”

Compensation paid.
Closed.

BRITANNIA

18, Rowley Village, (18, The Village), (Bell End), (Lillipot), ROWLEY REGIS

OWNERS

Thomas B. Williams and Lizzie Bate, Rowley Regis
Ansells Ltd. (acquired on 15" June 1946)

John Pardoe (acquired in 1988) [1991]

Woodman Taverns [2015], [2019]

LICENSEES

William Taylor [1868] —[1881]

Thomas Southall [1891]—[1901]

John Haden [7904] —1921);

James Nock (1921 —1934);

William Dunn (1934 — 1959);

Neville Joseph Lockwood (1959 —1962);
David Holland (1962 — 1965);

Charles Loughran (1965 —[ ]

John Pardoe (1988 —[2004]



Becky Jones [2013]
Dean Cartwright [2017]—[2019]
Pete Walker []-2021)

NOTES

Lillipot [1871]

Rowley Village [1870], [1872], [1939], [1940]
18, The Village [1881], [1891], [1911]

18, Rowley Village [1901]

It had an ante ‘69 beerhouse license.
William Taylor, farmer and beer retailer, Rowley Village. [1868], [1870], [1872]
County Advertiser 6/3/1869 - Advert

“Wanted, a good General Servant Girl. One used to a Public-house preferred.
Apply to Mr. William Taylor, BRITANNIA INN, Rowley.”

Birmingham Daily Gazette 30/8/1869
“The annual licensing meeting for Rowley Regis division was held on Friday, at COOKSEY’S HOTEL, Old Hill.....

The following applications were made for alehouse licenses.....
William Taylor, BRITANNIA, Rowley. Application refused.”

County Express 27/8/1870

“The annual licensing meeting for the Rowley Regis Petty Sessional Division was held yesterday.....
The following beerhouse keepers applied for wine and spirit licenses.....

William Taylor, BRITANNIA INN, Rowley. Application refused.”

1871 Census

Lillipot — BRITANNIA INN

[1] William Taylor (40), farmer of 33 acres, employing 1 man, and beerhouse keeper, born Rowley Regis;
[2] Sarah Taylor (38), wife, born Rowley Regis;

[3] George Taylor (15), son, born Rowley Regis;

[4] William Taylor (13), son, scholar, born Rowley Regis;

[5] Maria C. Taylor (11), daughter, scholar, born Rowley Regis;
[6] Joseph Taylor (10), son, scholar, born Rowley Regis;

[7] Mary P. Taylor (9), daughter, scholar, born Rowley Regis
[8] Thomas Taylor (7), son, scholar, born Rowley Regis;

[9] John Taylor (5), son, scholar, born Rowley Regis;

[10] Elizabeth Taylor (2), daughter, born Rowley Regis;

[11] Frank Taylor (6 months), son, born Rowley Regis;

[12] Ellen Homer (20), general servant, born Rowley Regis:

County Advertiser 8/6/1872 - Advert
“Wanted, immediately, a good General Servant, used to a Public-house.
Apply to Mrs. William Taylor, BRITANNIA INN, Rowley Village.”

Stourbridge Observer 9/11/1872

“On Thursday evening a number of friends met at the house of Mr. William Taylor, the BRITANNIA INN, Rowley; and partook of
a splendid repast, served up in very good old English style by the worthy host. After the cloth was removed, a number of songs,
recitations &c, were gone through in a creditable manner, and an enjoyable evening was spent.”

County Advertiser 21/2/1874 - Advert
“Wanted, a good General Servant, one used to a Public-house preferred.
Apply, Mrs. W. Taylor, BRITANNIA INN, Rowley Village.”

County Advertiser 25/5/1878

“A meeting of the masters in the rivet trade was held last night, at Mr. Taylor’s, BRITANNIA INN, Blackheath, for the purpose of
taking into consideration the question of the wages to be paid in the trade, and the decision of the men to give up work unless they
were paid according to the same rates as paid before the agreement of last November. Mr. James Slim presided.....”

Birmingham Daily Post 10/6/1878



“The Blackheath Rivet-makers and the Truck System.

On Friday evening a conference of the masters and representatives of the men was held at the BRITANNIA INN, Rowley, for the
purpose of receiving the report of the deputation appointed to confer with the men relative to the proposal made a fortnight ago for
the settlement of the difficulty at present existing in the trade. Mr. J. Slim presided, and Messrs. J. Cashmore and S. Parsons were
present on behalf of the men. Mr. Cashmore stated that the outworkers, who had been the cause of the difficulty, had been waited
upon, and they had agreed to discontinue work on Saturday, the 8", unless the masters at present paying their men at reduced rates
advanced them equal to the lists fixed in November last. The delegates also reported the result of the interview with Mr. David
Willetts, Old Hill, and other masters, who, it was stated, were not paying the full list prices. They (the masters) expressed their
willingness to pay their workmen according to the November list, or equal to the Blackheath masters, provided the latter would
close their shops and pay the men ready-money for their work, as the Old Hill masters did.

An animated discussion arose between the masters and the delegates concerning the ‘truck system,” which they alleged prevailed
extensively in the Blackheath and Rowley districts, to the great injury of the trade. It was understood that prompt steps would be
taken to stop the practice.

It was agreed to postpone action with regard to the difficulty in the trade for another fortnight, in order to ascertain what course
would be adopted by the outworkers and their employers.”

County Advertiser 10/8/1878 - Advert
“Wanted, a good General Servant, one used to public-house preferred.
Apply, Mrs. Taylor, BRITANNIA INN, Rowley Regis.”

1881 Census

18, The Village — BRITANNIA INN

[1] William Taylor (49), beer seller and farmer of 33 acres, born Rowley Regis;
[2] Sarah Taylor (47), wife, born Rowley Regis;

[3] George Taylor (24), son, clerk, born Rowley Regis;

[4] William Henry Taylor (23), son, collector of rates, born Rowley Regis;

[5] Maria Cole Taylor (21), daughter, born Rowley Regis;

[6] Mary Pearson Taylor (19), daughter, born Rowley Regis;

[7] Thomas Gould Taylor (17), son, apprentice patternmaker, born Rowley Regis;
[8] John Taylor (15), son, born Rowley Regis;

[9] Frank Taylor (10), son, scholar, born Rowley Regis;

[10] Sarah Taylor (8), daughter, born Rowley Regis;

[11] Ellen Taylor (6), daughter, born Rowley Regis;

[12] Mary Barton (26), domestic servant, born Rowley Regis:

County Advertiser 27/4/1889

“On Tuesday, Mr. E. Hooper, coroner, held an inquest at the BRITANNIA INN, Rowley, relative to the death of Caroline Price
(67), wife of John Price of Belle End, formerly a leader of the nailers, who was found drowned in a pool on Saturday. The hus-
band of deceased said he had been married 46 years, and deceased had never been very healthy. Since Christmas deceased had
been in a very desponding state, and had said she would like to go like her daughter — out of her mind. Witness last saw his wife
alive on Friday night. They retired to bed about 10.30pm, and when he awoke he found his wife out of bed. Later on he missed
her, and upon going down stairs found the door unbolted. Witness went to the pool at the back of his house, where he discovered
his wife’s body in the water. He raised an alarm, and with the assistance of a neighbour the body was taken out of the water and
doctor was sent for. Upon Dr. Beasley arriving he pronounced life to be extinct. Three weeks ago last Sunday deceased told her
daughter that she had tried to strangle herself. Shortly after they were married she attempted to destroy herself. The jury returned
a verdict of Suicide whilst in a state of Unsound Mind.”

1891 Census

18, The Village

[1] Thomas Southall (58), farmer and beerseller, born Rowley Regis;
[2] Eliza Southall (58), wife, born Halesowen,;

[3] Alice Haden (23), daughter, born Rowley Regis;

[4] John Haden (24), son-in-law, labourer on farm, born Rowley Regis;
[5] Mary A. Haden (3), daughter, born Worcestershire;

[6] Sarah A. Haden (19), domestic servant, born Rowley Regis:

County Advertiser 28/4/1894

“At the Rowley Police Court, on Wednesday — before Messrs. W. Bassano, J. H. Smith, and W. H. Holcroft — James Morris (24),
rivet-maker, Ross, Blackheath, was charged with feloniously wounding John Parkes, with intent to do him grievous bodily harm,
on the 17" inst. Mr. Ward defended. The case excited great interest throughout the district, and many people waited outside the
Court while the proceedings were going on.

Complainant said he lived at Rowley Village. On the 17" inst, about six o’clock, he went to the BRITANNIA INN, Rowley, and
found defendant in the house. Witness had a pint of ale, but afterwards drunk with defendant, who gave him some twist tobacco.
A short time afterwards a dispute arose between them, and they exchanged blows in the room. They were, however, separated,




and the witness went out of the house at the back. He came back in a short time, and prisoner had then gone. Witness stayed in
the house till closing time, eleven o’clock, and then went away towards his own home, in company with James Whitwell and Wil-
liam Horton. On the way they saw prisoner standing in the road, and when they came up to him he said to witness, ‘Now, Jack,
we have got to have it out; I have been waiting for you coming up the road.” Prisoner took his coat off, and witness prepared to
defend himself. Just as they were beginning the fight, prisoner said, ‘Wait a bit, Jack,” and fumbled about his clothing as if he was
finding something. The fight commenced, and witness knocked prisoner down. The fight lasted about three minutes. The next
day he found he had been injured under his arm, in his side, leg, and on the back of the head. The handkerchief he wore round his
neck, his coat, vest, and shirt were saturated with blood, and there were cuts in them. He was able to walk home after the fight.
He did not see prisoner with any weapon at the time, but he was quite sure that the prisoner made the cuts in the clothing. Wit-
ness saw Dr. Beasley the next morning, and he examined the wounds, which were bathed by witness’s mother when he got home.
Witness had not been to work since the occurrence, and was not at work yet.

Cross-examined: He and prisoner were friendly up to ten o’clock. It was a dark night. He made no complaint while Morris

was there, but he was not aware he was wounded until his attention was called to it. His wounds were not yet well, because the
stitches were not yet out. He did not say to a man named Reece that he did not know who had done it. He said, ‘It is a bit of Jim’s
work,” and Reece said, ‘He’s good enough for it.” He did not fall on a spiked wall. The spiked wall was about two yards from the
footpath.

William Horton deposed to going up the road with complainant who was a “pal’ of his. Morris was leaning against the wall, and
said to prosecutor, ‘Jack, you have got — well to fight before you go any further.” Parkes said, ‘If I have to fight I reckon I will
fight.” They fought about five minutes, and had four or five rounds. He did not see any weapon used.

Cross-examined: He did not see Morris with any weapon in his hand, nor did he see him attempt to use any weapon. The next
day he saw prisoner, who asked him whether Morris used a knife, and he said he did not.

Alexander Parkes, brother to prosecutor, said he was told by a woman about eleven o’clock on the night of the 17th, that his
brother was fighting, and he went down the road to see. He saw his brother putting his jacket on, and saw blood on his neck and
handkerchief. There was a long cut on his neck, and he saw holes in his clothing the same night.

Police-constable Jewson, stationed at Cradley Heath, deposed to receiving the articles of clothing from prosecutor’s brother, and
arresting prisoner at Blackheath on the 18" inst. When he charged him with wounding, prisoner said, ‘I did not stab him; I and he
were fighting. I did not use a knife, and why did he not tell me about it last night? I have not had a knife for months.’
Police-sergeant Winfield said he received a complaint from prosecutor’s brother on the 19" inst, and visited the spot he described.
In the gutter, about five feet from the wall, he found some spots of blood. He examined the wall, and found some spikes on it.
The greatest portion of these were turned downwards, were old, and not sharp at all. There were marks of a struggle on the horse
road and footpath.

Dr. Beasley, of Rowley, said that between nine and half past on the morning of the 18", Parkes came to his surgery, and he
examined him. He found an incised wound on the left side of the neck, a deep incised flesh wound on the right arm on the inner
surface under the arm pit. There was also a deep wound about the middle of the fifth rib, which had penetrated the bone, a smaller
punctured wound on the same side, and two small punctured wounds on the scalp at the back of the head. The wounds on the
neck, arm, and on the rib were clean cut, and were certainly dangerous. These wounds would, no doubt, be caused by a sharp-
edged instrument, like a knife. These wounds, which were of a serious character, would not be caused by spikes on a wall; the
minor ones might. The wounds were not dangerous in themselves. Parkes was four days in bed, and would not be able to follow
his employment for a week or fortnight. The holes in the clothing corresponded with prosecutor’s wounds. It was possible Parkes
might walk home under certain conditions without knowing that he had received such injuries.

The Bench intimated that they considered a case made out for committal, and Mr. Ward said he should reserve his defence. Pris-
oner, when finally charged, said he was not guilty, that it was a stand-up fight, and that he did not use a knife at all.

Thomas Aldridge deposed to being present at the fight, and to seeing no knife used by the prisoner. Prisoner was repeatedly struck
by Parkes.

Sarah Danks and Maria Foster gave evidence for the defence, deposing to the fight taking place on the footpath and road, and no
knife being used.

Prisoner was committed to the Assizes. Bail was fixed at prisoner’s own recognisance of £50, and two sureties in £20 each.”
[James Morris was tried at the Assizes on 26" July, found not guilty and discharged.]

County Advertiser 14/1/1899

“On Thursday morning, Mr. H. A. Pearson (coroner) held an inquest at the MANCHESTER HOUSE, High Street, Blackheath,
concerning the death of William Wheeler, aged two-and-a-half years, whose parents reside in Hackett Street, Blackheath, and who
was found drowned in a cistern on Tuesday afternoon last.

Elizabeth Wheeler, mother, stated that on Tuesday afternoon, at 1.20, deceased after having had his dinner, went out to play in the
yard. About five minutes later witness called to him, and receiving no answer she tried to find him, but she was unable to do so. A
search was then made in the cistern, and his body was ultimately recovered. Dr. Freer was called in, but he could only pronounce
life extinct.

The landlord of the houses was Mr. Thomas Southall, of the BRITANNIA INN, Rowley Village. The cistern had been uncovered
for about three months, but previous to that it was covered up. The boards were rotten, and if the child had been playing on them
it was likely to fall through. The cistern was not used.

John Blakeway, an old man, aged 77, deposed to entering the cistern, the water in which was 3 feet 6 inches deep, and recovering
the body.

Evidence was also given by Police-constable Smith, and the jury returned a verdict of Accidental Death.

The Foreman of the jury (Mr. T. P Moyle) said he thought the owner should be requested to see that the danger was removed.




Another juryman said he understood that there were similar cisterns in yards in the same street, which were a great source of great
danger to persons residing in the houses.

Mr. E. T. Barnsley (sanitary inspector to the Rowley Urban District Council) said he warned Mr. Southall of the dangerous cistern
twelve months ago, and he told him that day that he knew some accident would occur. Mr. Southall also owned a house on the
opposite side of the street to the one where the accident occurred, where the cistern was left unprotected.

Mr. Moyle said there was no doubt in this case it was a standing danger.

Mr. Barnsley said his Council could not regard it as a nuisance, but they had requested Mr. Southall to have it filled in, and now
that a fatal accident had occurred they would make some move in the matter.

The Coroner said he would write to the owner informing him of the jury’s decision, requesting him to remove the danger. If he
did not, and another case of that character was reported to him, he might find himself in an awkward position. He would also
request the police to call upon Mr. Southall.

The Foreman said Mr. Southall was liable to be sued for damages by the parents.

Mr. Barnsley also promised to see Mr. Southall, and point out the seriousness of the matter should another similar case occur.”

County Advertiser 28/7/1900

“The weather during the past week has been so oppressive in the Halesowen, Cradley Heath, Old Hill, and Blackheath districts
that the various factories and manufacturing concerns were carried on with the utmost difficulty. A large number of chainmakers
at Cradley heath ceased work in consequence of the excessive heat. On Wednesday evening there was a sad occurrence in the har-
vest field at Old Hill. A man named Henry Windsor (42), a rivet maker by trade, and formerly residing at Bell End, Rowley, was
employed in mowing a field, when he was suddenly overpowered by the intense heat. He was conveyed to his home, but expired
on the way. Drs. Beasley and Freer, who were called in, said death was caused by sunstroke.

Mr. A. A. Betham, deputy coroner, held an inquest on deceased, yesterday, at the BRITANNIA INN, Bell End. The evidence did
not add anything to the above facts. He complained to his wife of the excessive heat. William Handley, of Corngreaves Road,
saw him fall down, and assisted him in a way that called forth the commendation of the coroner. The jury returned a verdict to the
effect that deceased died from the effects of the extreme heat. He was 46 years of age.”

1901 Census

18, Rowley Village

[1] Thomas Southall (68), farmer and publican, born Rowley Regis;
[2] Eliza Southall (68), wife, born Halesowen,;

[3] John Haden (33), son-in-law, farm labourer, born Rowley Regis;
[4] Alice Haden (32), daughter, born Rowley Regis;

[5] Mary Alice Haden (13), grand-daughter, born Halesowen;

[6] Amelia Haden (1), grand-daughter, born Rowley Regis:

County Advertiser 11/3/1905

“On Tuesday night last week the annual meeting of the Rowley Cricket Club was held at the BRITANNIA INN, Rowley, Mr. E.
Westwood being in the chair. The report of the match secretary (Mr. T. Baker) showed that the first eleven had had a successful
season, 18 matches being played, of which 9 were won, 2 drawn, and 7 lost. The second eleven was hardly so good, as they had
fulfilled 14 engagements, and only secured six victories.....”

County Advertiser 2/3/1907
“The annual meeting of the members of the Rowley Regis Cricket Club took place on Monday night at the BRITANNIA INN,
Rowley.....”

1911 Census

18, Village — BRITANNIA INN

[1] John Haden (44), farmer and innkeeper, born Rowley Regis;

[2] Alice Haden (43), wife, married 23 years, born Rowley Regis;

[3] Amelia Haden (11), daughter, born Rowley Regis;

[4] Frances May Haden (7), daughter, born Rowley Regis;

[5] Thomas Southall (77), father-in-law, retired farmer, born Rowley Regis;
[6] Eliza Southall (78), mother-in-law, married 55 years, born Halesowen:

Evening Despatch 28/4/1914
“Further inquiries into the ‘horse maiming’ occurrence at Rowley establish beyond doubt that the wounding was an accident. Mr.

Green, veterinary surgeon, of Dudley, examined the animal and stated at once that it had been staked, apparently by a jagged stoke
of a fence which, it is stated, was broken down overnight unknown to the owner of the horse.

The wounds extended for several inches into the horse’s body, and are of such a character that a man could not have caused them
with such a blunt instrument as a stake.

The horse — a dark brown cob — belonged to Mr. John Haden, the landlord of the BRITANNIA INN, Rowley Regis, and was
found lying dead in the yard early yesterday morning. The animal was lying in a pool of blood, and there were two big wounds.
Overnight the animal had been left in a field on which Rowley Associates play football. Mr. Haden naturally at first thought that
an outrage had been committed, and reported the affair to the police.



Superintendent Spendlove (West Bromwich) and Superintendent Johnson (Brierley Hill), together with Inspector Myatt, of Old
Hill, visited the place, and a thorough examination was made. It was found that the horse had been literally disembowelled. A
trail of blood was found leading from the field to the spot where the horse was found dead, and portions of its entrails were also
discovered.

The animal was nine years old, and valued at £20.”

Sports Argus 13/11/1915

“Suburban League.

Rowley Associates v Cradley Heath St. Luke’s.

Played at the Rear of the BRITANNIA INN, Rowley village, before a fair gate.....
Result: Cradley Heath 4. Rowley Associates 0.”

Birmingham Daily Gazette 28/7/1931
“The County of Staffordshire Compensation Authority, at their principal meeting at Stafford, yesterday, refused to renew the

licenses of the following seven houses.....
BRITANNIA INN, Rowley Village.”

Birmingham Daily Gazette 21/4/1938
“References to a man’s visits to public-houses before committing suicide were made at an inquest at Old Hill yesterday on Thom-

as Mansell, aged 56, 63, Mackmillan Road, Blackheath, a refuse collector, employed by Rowley Regis Town Council.

The widow, Elizabeth Mansell, stated that her husband returned from work at mid-day on Saturday and left at one o’clock to have
a drink at the SIR ROBERT PEEL INN. He returned at 1.35 and he had had a few drinks. He afterwards went out for a walk, and
said he should be back at eight o’clock.

William Dunn, licensee of the BRITANNIA INN, Rowley, stated that at 2.50 Mansell called at his house and asked for a gallon of
beer, but he refused to serve him. He was too much over the mark.

Walter Watts, landlord of the KINGS ARMS INN, Rowley, said that at about three o’clock Mansell asked for a gallon of beer, but
he refused to supply it. Witness said he would not describe the man as drunk, but he had had enough.

Other evidence showed that Mansell’s coat, waistcoat, and cardigan were found by the side of Rowley Hall pool at 4.30.

A verdict that Mansell committed Suicide while the Balance of his Mind was Disturbed was returned.”

Staffordshire Advertiser 30/4/1938

“The County Licensing Confirmation Committee sat at the Shirehall, Stafford, on Tuesday, to consider the confirmation of provi-
sional licenses and removal orders granted in the petty sessional courts.....

The committee refused an application for a license to sell wine at the ROYAL EXCHANGE, High Street, Blackheath, and a sim-
ilar application in respect of the BRITANNIA INN, Rowley Village, Blackheath, was adjourned, the Chairman intimating that the
committee did not consider the sanitary arrangements satisfactory.”

Staffordshire Advertiser 21/5/1938

“Sixteen applications, granted earlier in the year by the local justices, remained to be dealt with when an adjourned meeting of the
Staffordshire County Licensing Confirmation Committee was held at the Shirehall, Stafford, on Tuesday.....

The granting of a wine license to William Dunn in respect of the BRITANNIA INN, Rowley Regis, now a beerhouse, was con-
firmed, subject to structural alterations being completed by the end of August. Mr. Bergendorff (for applicant) explained that the
application was adjourned from the last meeting to enable plans of the alterations to be submitted to the local justices. This had
been done and the plans provisionally approved.”

1939 Register
Rowley Village — BRITANNIA INN

[1] William Dunn, date of birth 19/4/1891, licensee, married,;
[2] Hilda M. Dunn, dob 7/8/1899, unpaid domestic duties, married;
[4] Margaret (Dunn) Lockwood, dob 6/8/1928, at school, single;

It was transferred to a full license on 27" April 1949.

Closed [1987]
The pub was reopened in 1989 after extensive renovation.

Sandwell Evening Mail 10/8/1991

“Bar Talk. BRITANNIA, Rowley Village, Rowley Regis.

Licensee John Pardoe is selling up and getting out of his Black Country pub. There is nothing too unusual in that kind of decision
as more publicans find it hard to make their businesses pay in tough economic conditions. But John isn’t leaving for that reason.
On the contrary, when he does hand over the keys of the BRITANNIA in Rowley Village, Rowley Regis, it will put the final seal
on a venture brimming with success. For the pub that Jokn re-built, from what he describes as a terrible state, has attracted a
tempting offer from a leading brewery.

‘I suppose it is the highest accolade a licensee can get when a brewery comes along and wants to buy his pub,’ said the man who




has raised the worth of several trading posts under his command. A Wolverhampton garage he turned into a restaurant was sold
on as a prized addition to a national brewery’s chain of steakhouses. His knack of turning opportunity into a gilt-edged asset also
worked in the case of fish and chip shops he once owned.

The BRITANNIA has certainly gained in value and reputation since Jokn bought it four years ago. He went to town spending

a great deal to improve the bars, create a proper dining area and generally give the pub a better impression. Yet there were few
obvious signs to show he was making a sound investment. Apart from much-needed structural work, John also had to make stern
efforts to get rid of customers who were giving the pub a bad name.

That a brewery now sees the BRITANNIA as a valuable acquisition is testimony enough to the result of Jo/in’s own efforts to put
the pub back on its feet. ‘I have always enjoyed a business challenge and only when I lose that interest will I know it is time to
stop,” he said, ‘and that hasn’t happened yet.” He didn’t want to leave the BRITANNIA but found the brewery’s offer too good

to refuse. John said he had another reason for calling ‘time’ on his career as boss of the BRITANNIA. He wants to be nearer his
grandchildren and, because he is also anxious to stay in the pub trade, he has bought the Round Oak at Wombourne, near Wolver-
hampton.

On the basis of what he and his wife, Sandra, have achieved at the BRITANNIA, look out for another success story from a man-
agement team with the Midas touch.

Pubfile.

Pick of the Pints: Banks’s Mild and Bitter; Carling Black Label lager, Draught Bass.

Food: Restaurant and bar meals.

Price of a pint: Mild, £1; Bitter, £1.05; Lager, £1,10.

Opening hours: 12am to 2.30pm (3pm Friday and Saturday); and 6.30pm to 11pm.”

It was renamed BRITANNIA PUB AND BREWERY in 2017.
It had a brewery at the rear, a satellite of Pig Iron Brewery of Brierley Hill.

Halesowen News 25/10/2018

“Hot-Footing it to help the homeless — that’s what Halesowen Parliamentary candidate Ian Cooper is doing as part of a fundraising
firewalk. Mr. Cooper, Labour’s candidate for the Halesowen and Rowley Regis constituency, will be walking over hot coals at the
BRITANNIA pub in Rowley Village on Saturday, November 3.

Firewalk organiser Martin Clee — who is putting on the event to raise money for the Homeless One project (formerly Homeless
Heroes) — is an old friend of Mr. Cooper’s from their days studying at Rowley College.

Mr. Cooper said, “When Martin announced he was organising a firewalk I thought it’s the least I can do to risk a singed toe or two
to help. The BRITANNIA is in my native Rowley and has recently had a makeover, plus a brewery is now on site for real ale
fans. That’s a good excuse to come along and support a great cause while having a warming drink or two.’

The Firewalk starts at 4pm, with training beginning an hour before.”

Halesowen News 25/10/2018

“A firewalk held in Rowley Regis to raise money for the homeless proved to be a blistering success. Parliamentary hopeful Ian
Cooper was among more than 50 fire walkers braving the heat with their feet at the BRITANNIA INN for the Homeless One
charity.

Mr. Cooper, Labour’s candidate in Halesowen and Rowley Regis, estimates his sponsorship figure will top £350. He said, ‘It
was a pleasure to support organiser Martin Clee and to join over 50 other people who came together to do something about the
homeless in our society. I would like to thank the organisers and everyone who took part and also my friends, family and Labour
Party supporters who came down to cheer me on. I think everyone enjoyed the experience — I know I did — and no one’s toes were
toasted as far as I know!’

Although not all the sponsorship money has been collected, organisers say the final total raised from the event is expected to be
around £10,000.”

Halesowen News 1/8/2020

“A new Eat Out to Help Out postcode checker has been launched by the government that allows you to find out which business in
Halesowen and the surrounding areas are taking part in the scheme.

Eat Out to Help Out officially begins on Monday, August 3. Customers will be able to get a 50 per cent discount on food or
non-alcoholic drinks (up to a £10 discount per diner) at participating establishments. The scheme will run every Monday, Tues-
day and Wednesday until Monday, August 31. Establishments will claim a reimbursement from the government for the discount
they’ve given. Participating establishments may include restaurants, cafés, bars or pubs, work and school canteens and food halls.
Here are the establishments so far registered to take part in the scheme within five miles of Halesowen town centre.....
BRITANNIA INN, Rowley Village.”

[2020]

BRITISH ARMS

Corngreaves, CRADLEY HEATH



OWNERS

LICENSEES

Joseph Hollies [1866]

NOTES

Stourbridge Observer 1/9/1866

“At Old Hill Police Court, on Wednesday, Joseph Hollies, of the BRITISH ARMS, Cradley Heath, was charged with an offence
against his license by allowing some men to be in his house drinking on Sunday week, before half-past twelve at noon. Po-
lice-constable Fox proved the case. Hollies was ordered to pay costs, and mind what he was about in future.”

County Advertiser 15/12/1866 - Advert

“The BRITISH ARMS INN.

To be Let, with immediate possession, that well-situated Public House, containing Bar and Parlour, Front and Back Kitchens,
and Three Bed Rooms, and a large Club Room, opposite Corngreaves Iron Works. The Stock and Fixtures to be taken to at a fair
valuation. Coming-in about £50. Rent low.

Apply to Mr. Chandler, Auctioneer, Five Ways, Cradley Heath.”

County Express 26/1/1867 - Advert

“BRITISH ARMS INN, Corngreaves, Cradley Heath.

To be Let, with immediate possession, the above Inn, which is situate near the entrance to the extensive Works of the New British
Iron Company, and adjoining a great thoroughfare. The Premises consist of Front and Back Parlours, Bar, Kitchen, Club Room,
three Bed Rooms, Malt Room, Brewhouse, large Yard; have a good supply of Hard and Soft water, and are arranged for carrying
on a large trade, which the situation guarantees. Coming-in about £20. Rent low.

Apply to Mr. Chandler, Publicans’ Valuer, &c, Cradley Heath.”

BRITISH OAK

68, (22), High Street / Wrights Lane, (21+22, Garratts Lane), OLD HILL

OWNERS

Joseph Foley Jnr.

Albert Eland Sidaway

Mitchells and Butlers Ltd. (leased from 1938)

Wolverhampton and Dudley Breweries Ltd. (acquired on 14" August 1947)

LICENSEES

James Dimmock [1851]—[1855]
Edward Hewlett [1857]— 1859)

Joseph Foley Jnr. [1860] — 1878);

Mrs. Priscilla Foley (1878 — [1883]
John Green [1884]

Albert Eland Sidaway [1891]—/1912]
William Scriven [1916] —1938);

Harry Willetts (1938 — 1946);

William Raybould (1946 — 1950);
Percy Benjamin Hackett (1950 — 1960):

NOTES

Garratts Lane [1860], [1861], [1896]



22, Garratts Lane [1881]

21+22, Garratts Lane [1891]

22, High Street [1908]

68, High Street [1912], [1932], [1940]

James Dimmock = James Dimmack

1851 Census

Garratts Lane

[1] James Dimmock (45), coal miner and beer seller, born Dudley;
[2] Sarah Dimmock (45), wife, born Rowley;

[3] Joseph Dimmock (20), son, grocer, born Dudley;

[4] Sarah Dimmock (15), daughter, born Rowley;

[5] James Dimmock (12), son, scholar, born Rowley;

[6] Ephraim Dimmock (10), son, scholar, born Rowley;

[7] Alfred Dimmock (5), son, scholar, born Rowley;

[8] Hannah Dimmock (1), daughter, born Halesowen:

Birmingham Journal 29/4/1854 - Advert
“Staffordshire. Eligible Freehold Property, at Old Hill, in the Parish of Rowley Regis.

To be Sold by Auction, by T. W. Coldicott, at COOKSEY’S HOTEL, Old Hill, on Monday, the 8 day of May next, at Six 0’clock
in the evening, the undermentioned desirable Properties, in lots to be determined on, and subject to conditions.

All that well-accustomed Public House, known as the BRITISH OAK, with Brewhouse, Shopping, Stable, Out-buildings, spa-
cious Yard, and other conveniences, now in the occupation of James Dimmack; also, Three Messuages or Dwelling Houses
adjoining, with Nail Shop, Yard, Out-buildings, and conveniences, in the occupations of Mary Bettridge, William Johnson, and
Thomas Walker; the whole comprising an area of 1,367 square yards, or thereabouts, and producing an aggregate annual rent of
about £37.....

All the above Premises are situated in Garratt’s Lane, and near to the Dudley and Hales Owen Turnpike Road, at Old Hill
aforesaid, in a populous and thriving neighbourhood, and have a communication with a new street running parallel to Garratt’s
Lane.....”

Bells Life in London and Sporting Chronicle 23/9/1855

“The Ring. Fights to Come ..... October 22 Davis and Edmonds.....

Davis and Edmonds. We have received the second deposit of £3 a side for this match; the third, of £3 a side, is to be posted at Mr.
Dimmock’s, BRITISH OAK INN, Old Hill, tomorrow (Monday) evening.”

Bells Life in London and Sporting Chronicle 30/9/1855
“Davis and Edmonds. A further deposit of £3 a side for this match was made on Monday at the BRITISH OAK, Old Hill. The
fourth, of £3 a side, is to be made at the OLD CROWN, Oldbury, tomorrow.”

Bells Life in London and Sporting Chronicle 28/10/1855

“Davis of Oldbury and Edmonds of Cradley met on Defford Common on Monday, at catch weight, for £15 a side ..... Just as the
men were ready the police appeared, and a move was at once made to Cleg Common, near Brockidge, a distance of five miles
across the country, where a good ring was pitched, and the fight came off without further interruption. The fight was destitute of

any interest. It may be said to have been all one way ..... The stakes are to be given to Edmonds on Tuesday at Mr. Dimmock’s,
BRITISH OAK, Old Hill.”

County Advertiser 13/6/1857

“The following persons, keepers of public houses, were fined for offences against their tenor of the licenses, the respective charges
being proved by the testimony of Police-officer Burton. Anne Cole, WHITE LION INN, Rowley Regis, 5s, including costs, for
having her house open for the sale of liquor during the hours of divine service on Sunday, the 31% ult; Edward Hewlett, of Garratts
Lane, 2s 6d and costs for a similar offence on the same day.”

Birmingham Journal 7/11/1857 - Advert
“BRITISH OAK, Garratts Lane, Old Hill.

To be Let, and may be entered upon immediately, that well-known accustomed House, known by the sign of the BRITISH OAK,
at Garretts Lane, in the parish of Rowley Regis, now doing a first-rate Business. The House and Premises are replete with every
convenience, having excellent Tap Room, Smoke Room, Bar, Kitchen, Club Room, Yard, Stabling for three Horses, good Brew-
house, capital Cellaring, Piggeries, &c. The House is surrounded by Collieries and Ironworks. The present Proprietor is leaving
on account of his having entered into the Farming Business.

For further particulars, apply to T. P. Stokes and Son, Public House Valuers, Priory Street, Dudley.”

Shrewsbury Chronicle 21/10/1859 - Died
“15™ inst, at the BRITISH OAK INN, Old Hill, Staffordshire, after a long and painful illness, aged 40, Edward, third son of the




late Mr. R. Hewlett, of Harlescott, in this county.”
Joseph Foley Jnr. was also a saddler [1861], [1872]

Stourbridge Observer 1/9/1866

“An inquest was held on Tuesday, at eleven in the forenoon, at the BRITISH OAK INN, Garratts Lane, Old Hill, before Mr. E.
Hooper, District Coroner, touching the death of a child named Elizabeth Wall, aged one year and eight months.

Among the witnesses produced was Sarah Wall, mother of the deceased, who stated that her husband was a boatman, living in
Garratts Lane. On Wednesday, the 8" inst she gave permission to a girl ten years of age to take her daughter out for a walk, mere-
ly telling her to take care of her. Shortly afterwards she heard an outcry, and on running into the road saw her daughter in flames
which were put out by a woman who was standing by. A surgeon was immediately sent for, and every possible means were taken
to ensure her recovery but after a few days’ suffering she died.

John Rock, ten years of age, was next called. He gave his answers with great hesitation, and although closely questioned by the
Coroner, all the evidence that could be got out of him was that he assisted in making a fire in a meadow near Garratts Lane, but
that he had nothing to do with setting the child on fire.

The Coroner observed that no reliance could be placed on the last witness’s statements, and Police-sergeant Powner stated that the
witness’s mother had refused any information or assistance whatever in getting up the case. He also stated that there were several
boys in the village who were in the habit of lighting these fires, and the Coroner said that the practice must be put a stop to, and
gave orders to the police to take all persons into custody who were found near them.

Another boy who was mixed up in the affair, named Thomas Shakespeare, was also called, but although he admitted that he was
present when the catastrophe occurred, he denied either that he set fire to the deceased, or saw anyone else do so.

The jury returned a verdict to the effect that the child died from scorching and burning, but how it happened there was no direct
evidence to show.”

County Express 3/8/1867

“The members of Court Britain’s Glory (No0.4821) of the Ancient Order of Foresters celebrated their first anniversary at their court
house, Brother T. Gaunt’s, OLD BUSH REVIVED, Powke Lane, Rowley Regis, on Monday, when upwards of 30 members sat
down to an excellent dinner and supper provided by the host, Thomas Gaunt. Brother H. Whittall, secretary of the court, took

the chair, and Brother Cornelius Parsons, the vice-chair. The room was handsomely decorated for the occasion. The usual loyal
toasts having been given, the chairman addressed the members on the benefits received by joining Foresters’ societies, and said it
was the best thing a working man could do to join a society of this sort. The members formed themselves into a procession, and
marched through the village to pay a visit to Court Robin Hood’s Cave, No.4737, BRITISH OAK, INN, Garrets Lane, Old Hill,
who were celebrating their anniversary on the same day, and after refreshing themselves they re-formed, and returned to the court
house, where the evening was enlivened by a variety of songs, glees, and recitations, by Brothers Heber, Whittall, G. Firkn, W.
Edwards, and Curtis. The conviviality was kept up to a late hour, when the members separated, highly gratified with the events of
the day.”

County Express 10/4/1869

“Quarterly Meeting of Foresters. The quarterly meeting of the Dudley and Cradley Heath district of this important and popular
order, took place at the house of Brother Joseph Foley, BRITISH OAK INN, Garratts Lane, on Monday ..... The various courts
in the district were represented by 32 delegates, one from each court. After having called for the credentials of the various courts,
the meeting was duly opened and a great quantity of business dispatched. At six o’clock the party sat down to an excellent dinner
provided by the host in his usual excellent style, and to which the bretheren did ample justice.....”

County Advertiser 19/6/1869

“At the Police Court, on Wednesday, Joseph Priest, a collier, was charged with stealing £1 10s belonging to Eliza Starkey, wife of
David Starkey, also a collier. Mr. Stokes appeared for the defence.

Prosecutrix said she lived in Garretts Lane. On the previous Saturday night she went to pay her husband’s club money, at the
BRITISH OAK public house. Prisoner was in the kitchen, and asked her to drink with him. She did so, and afterwards paid for
two pints of ‘brown stout’ for herself and prisoner to drink. Prisoner asked her to lend him a shilling, and she at once gave him
one. Witness then went to purchase some grocery, and on her return again called at the public house. Prisoner said he wanted to
see her son, and she and prisoner walked to her home together. It was about eleven o’clock when they reached the house. They
sat side by side for about two hours. When prisoner was about to leave, witness discovered that prisoner had robbed her of £1 10s.
Her husband was away from home, but her son lay asleep in the room on a screen. At the close of her cross-examination prose-
cutrix said she should like to withdraw the case. The case was accordingly allowed to be withdrawn, prisoner at the same time
expressing his willingness to give prosecutrix a sovereign. The evidence and cross-examination of prosecutrix, and the looks of
injured innocence prisoner attempted to assume, caused no little fun in Court.”

1871 Census

Garratts Lane — BRITISH OAK

[1] Joseph Foley (36), publican and saddler, born Rowley Regis;
[2] Priscilla Foley (36), wife, born Willenhall;

[3] Mary Foley (11), daughter, scholar, born Rowley Regis;

[4] Frederick A. Foley (7), son, scholar, born Rowley Regis;



[5] Joseph E. Foley (6), son, scholar, born Rowley Regis;

[6] Henry B. Foley (4), son, scholar, born Rowley Regis;

[7] William C. Foley (2), son, born Rowley Regis;

[8] Sarah Ann Tucker (21), domestic servant, born Rowley Regis;
[9] Agnes Ella Waterhouse (11), nurse, born Rowley Regis:

County Advertiser 22/7/1871
“Foresters’ Anniversary. On Monday last, at the house of Mr. Joseph Foley, BRITISH OAK INN, the members of Court Robin
Hood’s Cave (N0.4737) held their anniversary, when upwards of sixty sat down to an excellent dinner.....”

St. Giles, Rowley - Parish Register - Baptisms
13" July 1873 - Frances Priscilla, daughter of Joseph and Priscilla Foley, publican, Old Hill.

County Advertiser 26/7/1873

“On Monday last the members of court Robin Hood Cave, No.4737, held their anniversary. The members met at their court
house, the BRITISH OAK INN, Old Hill, and about 70 sat down to an excellent dinner provided by the host, Mr. Joseph Foley.
Mr. E. S. Lewis, CR, presided, and Mr. James Jones was in the vice chair. The usual loyal and other toasts were given from the
chair, and a most pleasant evening was spent.”

County Advertiser 20/5/1876

“John Smith was charged with unlawfully withholding a contribution book belonging to the trustees of lodge Robin Hood’s Cave,
No.4737, of the Ancient Order of Foresters Friendly Society, to which lodge he was formerly secretary. Mr. Hayes prosecuted.
He said that the defendant was formerly secretary to the above lodge, which was held at the BRITISH OAK INN, Old Hill. Some
time ago the defendant made an application for an increase of salary, which being refused, he stated that he would not continue to
discharge the duties of secretary. Another man was accordingly elected at the last general meeting to fill the office, but defendant
refused to give up the books. After some trouble they obtained all the books from him but one — a contribution book— which he
persistently refused to deliver up. As the lodge had every five years to draw up returns, which were forwarded to the Registrar
and to the chief Court, they urgently required the book, because unless the return was properly made out they became subject to a
heavy penalty. He then called Edward Solomon Lewis, the newly-elected secretary, and William Sadler, one of the trustees of the
lodge, whose evidence was in accordance with the facts as above stated.

In defence, Smith stated that he took the whole of his books to the lodge, but the trustees refused to sign the one in question, the
contribution book. He therefore refused to give it up until it was signed by them.

The Bench ordered him to give up the book.”

County Advertiser 22/7/1876

“The members of Court Robin Hood’s Cave of the Ancient Order of Foresters held their anniversary dinner at Mr. J. Foley’s,
BRITISH OAK INN, on Monday night. A procession was formed, and headed by the officers and members, dressed in the several
characters of ‘Robin Hood, ‘Little John, ‘Friar Tuck,” &c, and the Cradley Heath Brass band, marched through the principal
streets of the place to the Court house. After an excellent dinner, the chair was taken by Bro. W. Harrison, CR. The secretary read
his report, which showed the court to be in a most satisfactory state; 36 new members had joined during the year, making a total
strength of 214; and £450 was at the disposal of the court. The remainder of the evening was most agreeably spent by all present,
in songs, and the usual friendly toasts and compliments.”

County Advertiser 21/10/1876

“Mr. Hooper, coroner, held an inquest on Wednesday, at the BRITISH OAK INN, touching the death of James Green (35), a col-
lier, of Wrights Lane, Old Hill. The deceased went to bed, apparently in his usual good health, at half-past eleven o’clock on the
night of Saturday last, and in an hour afterwards he was found dead. A verdict of Died from Natural Causes was returned.”

County Advertiser 30/6/1877

“On Thursday, Mr. E. Hooper, coroner, held an inquest at the BRITISH OAK INN, Garratts Lane, Old Hill, on the body of Henry
Higgs (19), who formerly resided in Garratts Lane. On the night of the 21* inst the deceased was walking home at about 11.40pm,
in company with two other men, named Thomas Goode and William Ashmore. In crossing an entry he fell down, and his two
companions, who were close behind him, fell accidentally upon the top of him. He appeared to have been injured by this, and
complained of pain in the lower part of the abdomen. Mr. Standish, surgeon attended him, and it was thought probable he would
recover, but his injuries terminated fatally on the 26" inst. The Jury heard evidence showing the above facts, and returned a ver-
dict of Accidental Death.”

Birmingham Daily Post 24/4/1878 - Died
“On the 16" inst, aged 43 years, Mr. Joseph Foley, BRITISH OAK, Old Hill; deeply regretted.”

County Express 8/6/1878
“Alehouse Transfers. The Bench allowed the following transfers.....
ROYAL OAK INN, Garratts Lane, from Joseph Foley (deceased) to Priscilla Foley.”




County Express 6/7/1878

“Forestry. The annual quarterly meeting of the Dudley and Cradley Heath District was held at the BRITISH OAK, Old Hill, on
Monday last. Bro. E. Lewis, DCR, in the chair. The usual business was got through in a satisfactory manner. Several deserving
cases were met with a spirit which reflected great credit to the delegates present. Bro. J. S. Shinner, of Brierley Hill, was elected
district representative to the coming High Court Meeting to be held in August next. The auditor’s report showed the district to
comprise of 40 Courts, with 3,464 members, and funds to the amount of £1,487 Os 1'4d, £1,000 of which was very advantageously
put out as mortgage at 5 per cent. The usual vote of thanks ended the meeting.”

County Advertiser 14/6/1879 - Deaths
“On the 29" ult, aged 12 years, Henry Brevitt, third son of the late Joseph Foley, BRITISH OAK, Old Hill, Dudley.”

Dudley Herald 9/8/1879

“Thomas Bryan was charged with refusing to quit the licensed premises of Priscilla Foley on the 28" ult. Prosecutrix said she
kept the BRITISH OAK, and on the day in question defendant refused to quit when she asked him. Defendant was ordered to pay
costs.”

County Express 4/10/1879

“An inquest was held at the BRITISH OAK INN, Old Hill, on Monday, before Mr. E. Hooper, coroner, relative to the death of
Timothy Priest, Cherry Orchard. It appeared that deceased, who was 51 years of age, was at work getting stone at No.22 pit,
Netherton, the property of the Earl of Dudley, on the 24" ult, when a quantity of stone fell upon him, breaking his back and dislo-
cating his right hip. A verdict of Accidental Death was returned.

The same day an inquest was held at the BRITISH OAK INN, Old Hill, by Mr. E. Hooper on the body of a man named Joseph
Williams, aged 57, Garratts Lane, Old Hill. Deceased was employed under the New British Iron Company, loading wagons, at the
Black Wagon Wharf, Old Hill. On the 29" ult, he saw some empty wagons coming quickly down the incline, and endeavoured to
stop them with a ‘sprag.” In doing so he was knocked down, and the wagons passed over him. The jury found a verdict of Acci-
dental Death.”

Dudley Herald 14/2/1880

“Mr. Edwin Hooper, South Staffordshire Coroner, held an inquest at the BRITISH OAK INN, Old Hill, on Thursday, on the body
of Phoebe Ann Thompson, a year and a half old. The mother of deceased was giving breakfast to her family on the morning of the
19" ult, when a boy but little older that the deceased overturned a cup containing hot tea. The deceased was thereby badly scald-
ed, and died from the effects on the 8" inst. A verdict of Accidental Death was returned.”

London Gazette 26/3/1880

“Pursuant to an Order of the High Court of Justice, made in an action in the matter of the estate of Joseph Foley, deceased, May-
hew against Foley, 1879, the creditors of Joseph Foley, late of the BRITISH OAK INN, Old Hill, in the parish of Rowley Regis,
in the county of Stafford, Innkeeper, who died on the 16th day of April, 1878, are, on or before the 1st day of May, 1880, to send
by post, prepaid, to Messrs. Robinson and Watts, of Dudley, in the county of Worcester, the Solicitors for the defendant, Priscilla
Foley, the administratrix of the said deceased, their Christian and surnames, addresses and descriptions, the full particulars of
their claims, a statement of their accounts, and the nature of the securities (if any) held by them, or in default thereof they will be
peremptorily excluded from the benefit of the said Order. Every creditor holding any security is to produce the same before the
Vice-Chancellor Sir Charles Hall, at his chambers, situated No.14, Chancery-lane, in the county of Middlesex, on Wednesday, the
26th day of May, 1880, at one o’clock in the afternoon, being the time appointed for adjudicating on the claims.

Dated this 15th day of March, 1880.”

County Advertiser 10/4/1880

“At the Police Court, on Wednesday, William Woodhouse, chainmaker, Four Ways, was charged with refusing to quit the licensed
premises of Priscilla Foley, BRITISH OAK INN, Old Hill, on the 31* ult. He was further charged with breaking a spirit glass,
value 4d. Defendant cross-examined complainant to show that she had told him (defendant) that she wanted neither Liberal nor
Radical in her house, and that she herself broke the glass. For refusing to quit defendant was fined 5s and costs, and for the other
offence 6d, 4d damage and costs.”

Dudley Herald 8/5/1880

“An inquiry was held on Saturday, before Mr. E. Hooper (district coroner) at the BRITISH OAK INN, Old Hill, touching the death
of Emma Weston (27). Deceased, who was the wife of Thomas Weston, grocer, Black Wagon Street, died the previous Wednes-
day night, from the result of injuries self-inflicted. From evidence tendered by deceased’s husband and a neighbour named Joseph
Jones, it appeared that on the night in question, Mr. Weston left home and returned shortly after eleven o’clock, when the nurse

in the family, in reply to his question, said his wife had gone to bed. On going upstairs he failed to find her in bed or in the room,
and, becoming alarmed, he searched the shop and cellar, but in vain. He then aroused Joseph Jones and a Mrs. Shakespeare, two
neighbours, both of whom entered the house and assisted in the search. Blood was found at the back of deceased’s bedstead up-
stairs, and also on the room floor, that on the floor having the appearance of having been wiped up with an apron which was found
saturated with blood. Nothing, however, was then seen of the deceased, and after the house had been searched throughout, even to
the back premises, the water cistern, and the washtubs, Jones and Mrs. Shakespeare returned upstairs, when the former lifted the
valance of the child’s cot, and there discovered deceased lying underneath, with her head resting in her hand, and her throat cut.




She was not then dead, but died about half an hour later. A medical man having in the meantime been called in, Mr. Weston said
his wife had lately suffered from spasms and cramp, and since her last confinement had appeared despondent in her mind. The
fact of her mother having married again had also seemed to affect her spirits. Was satisfied that his wife’s injuries were self-in-
flicted. Two of deceased’s relatives had suffered from insanity, and one, an aunt, had attempted suicide by cutting her throat.
Police-constable Johnson, who was called to the house when deceased was found, described the position in which she lay, and
said upon searching the room he found the knife produced (a large shop knife) smeared with blood; it had been pushed between
the bed and the mattress, the point being outwards. Full inquiries had been made into the matter, but there were no suspicious
circumstances attending the affair.

The Coroner, in summing up, remarked that there appeared to be little doubt that deceased destroyed her own life, and also that
she suffered temporarily from insanity, especially when it was remembered that other members of the family had been similarly
affected.

The jury returned a verdict of Suicide whilst in a state of Temporary Insanity.”

Dudley and District News 24/7/1880

“An inquest was held on Saturday, at the BRITISH OAK, Old Hill, before Mr. E. Hooper, on the body of Joseph Rock (17),
boatman, who was drowned in the canal at Tipton a day or two ago under the following painful circumstances. It appears the
deceased, with his father and another man, were in charge of a boat at Bloomfield. The deceased accidentally fell over the side of
the boat into the water, which at that point is rather deep. The unfortunate man, being unable to swim, struggled in the water and
cried loudly for help. His father and his comrade were both afraid to jump in to rescue him, as neither of them could swim. All
other available means were tried, but failed, and after a short but painful scene, the poor man sank and was drowned in the pres-
ence of his father and fellow-workman. The jury returned a verdict of Accidental Death.”

County Express 24/7/1880

“The fifteenth anniversary of court Robin Hood’s Cave, No.4737, was celebrated on Monday last, at the BRITISH OAK INN,

Old Hill, and a most sumptuous dinner was served up under the superintendence of the hostess, on whom the excellency of the
repast and the arrangements generally for the enjoyment of the numerous guests, reflected great credit. Mr. A. Crumpton, CR,
was voted the to the chair, and Bro. S. Robinson, PCR, the vice-chair. The usual toasts were given, and several excellent speeches
were made, and a present to the hostess was made as a token of respect and appreciation. The Secretary, Bro. C. S. Lewis, read

a few statistics from the annual balance sheet which showed that the income for the year had been £318 9s 8d; expenditure, £274
11s 4d; total worth of the Court, £725. Various toasts were given and duly honoured, and the proceedings were enlivened by some

99 99

excellent singing.”.

Evening Express 17/2/1881
“James Powell, the prisoner in the previous case, Joseph Pool (22), labourer, Powke Lane, Blackheath, and William Ashfield (30),

miner, Old Lion Road, Old Hill, were charged with the theft of some silver-mounted harness, a saddle, and a pair of reins, belong-
ing to Thomas Tibbetts, landlord of the FOX HUNT INN, Garratts Lane, Old Hill.

Prosecutor lent the saddle and reins to a neighbour in November last, by whom they were placed in a stable at the BRITISH OAK
public house in Garratts Lane, and were afterwards missed. Subsequently the prisoner Powell offered the saddle for sale to a

man named Burgess, who, however, refused to purchase it, and afterwards Ashfield, with whom Powell lodged, and Pool sold the
saddle to Edward Mason, a carter, of Blackheath, for 5s and three quarts of ale, Ashfield then promising to send him the reins at a
future day.

Prisoners were each sentenced to one month’s imprisonment, with hard labour, and the Bench expressed their disapproval of the
conduct of Mason in purchasing the stolen property.”

1881 Census

Garratts Lane

[1] Priscilla Foley (45), widow, innkeeper, born Willenhall;
[2] Frederick A. Foley (17), son, saddler, born Rowley;

[3] Joseph E. Foley (16), son, pattern maker, born Rowley;
[4] William C. Foley (12), son, scholar, born Rowley;

[5] Louisa Nicholls (20), servant, born Dudley:

Dudley and District News 11/6/1881

“In the High Court of Justice (Chancery Division). In the matter of the estate of Joseph Foley, deceased.

Mayhew v Foley. Sale of Valuable Freehold Properties, comprising and Old-licensed Inn and premises. Three Front Shops and
Seven Dwelling Houses, all situate at Old Hill, in the parish of Rowley Regis, in the county of Stafford.

To be Sold by Auction (pursuant to an order of the High Court of Judicature, dated 13" February, 1880), by

Mr. John Bateman (of the firm of Messrs. Bateman and Son), the person appointed to sell the same, on Monday, the 13" day of
June, 1881, upon the above premises, the BRITISH OAK INN, High Street, Old Hill, at six o’clock in the evening, and subject to
conditions annexed to the particulars, and to be produced at the time of Sale, the following Valuable Freehold Properties.

Lot 1. The Old-licensed Inn and Premises known by the sign of the BRITISK OAK, situate and being No.22, Garratts Lane, now
called High Street, and forming the corner of High Street, Wrights Lane, and Black Waggon Street, at Old Hill, in the parish of
Rowley Regis, in the county of Stafford, with Sadler’s Shop and the front Piece of Land, forming the corner part thereof, with
spacious and convenient Brewhouse, two-stall Stable, Gig Shed, large walled-in yard and premises, the whole in the occupation of




Mrs. Priscilla Foley.....”

West Bromwich Weekly News 24/9/1881

“Priscilla Foley, of the BRITISH OAK, Garratts Lane, was charged with permitting drunkenness. Mr. Thomas Cooksey defend-
ed.

PC Rowlands said at 10.45pm on Saturday, the 3™ instant, he visited the defendant’s house, and found one of the men whom they
had seen at the GATE HANGS WELL [another case], the same evening, who was standing near the counter in a drunken condi-
tion. He called the defendant’s attention to it, when she replied that the man came there, and asked to be provided with lodgings.
She then ordered him to leave.

PC Rowe gave corroborative evidence.

Several witnesses were called for the defence, who said when the man went into the house he appeared to be sober, and walked
straight across the room, and asked if anyone could tell him where he could be accommodated with lodgings. He did not make
any disturbance, but left as soon as requested.

Mr. Cooksey urged upon the Bench that the house had always been conducted in a proper manner, and there had not been any
complaint made against it for the past twenty years.

The Bench said that due care was not exercised in endeavouring to ascertain that the man was sober before supplying him with
drink, and imposed a fine of 5s and costs.”

AND

County Advertiser 24/9/1881

“Priscilla Foley, landlady of the BRITISH OAK, Garratts Lane, Old Hill, was charged with permitting drunkenness on the 3™ inst.
Mr. Cooksey defended.

The same officers who were in the other two cases went to defendant’s house, and saw there a man named Hobban, leaning
against the counter with a glass of ale before him. The man came out of the house shortly afterwards, and it was noticed that he
was drunk. They followed him, and as he refused to give his address, they locked him up.

For the defence, Mr. Cooksey called the barmaid who supplied the ale, and other witnesses, to show that the man was not drunk
when served with the ale.

The Bench said due care had not been exercised by the barmaid in supplying the man with beer, but the defendant was responsible
for that. A fine of 5s and costs was inflicted.”

Dudley and District News 13/5/1882

“At the Old Hill Police Court on Wednesday, before Messrs. W. Bassano and C. Holcroft, William Ball, alias George Keel, Poplar
Place, Bridge Street, West Hockley, Birmingham, pearl and stud turner, and John Johnson, 12, Eaton Street, Hockley, pearl turner,
were charged with uttering and putting off counterfeit coins representing half-crowns, and one florin, at Old Hill and Cradley
Heath, on the 8% inst. On the prisoner Ball was found 8s 9d and five coins, and on Johnson 29s 7'2d and two coins.

Joseph Manning, QUEENS HEAD, Corngreaves Road, said on Monday evening last the prisoners came to his house while he was
sitting at tea. Ball called for two drinks, and was served by his wife, who called him to look at the half-crown they had tendered
for the drink. He looked at the coin and broke it in two. It was bad, and he sent for a police officer, and detained Ball, but John-
son would not stay, and went out because he said he had nothing to do with Ball.

Aquilla Parkes, landlord of the BIRD IN HAND, Spinners End, said Ball came to his house on Monday afternoon about 4.30 and
called for a glass of ale, tendering the base half-crown produced, he filled the glass of ale and gave him 2s 4'4d back. It rang well
on the counter. Ball drank the ale and went out. The next morning a police officer came and asked if he had taken any bad money,
and his wife examined the money they took on Monday and picked the half-crown out, it being the only one they took that day.
He identified Ball next day.

Susan Harris, wife of Thomas Harris, licensed victualler, CROWN AND ANCHOR INN, Providence Street, New Town, said on
Monday Ball came to her house and asked for a bottle of soda water, she had none and gave him a bottle of ginger beer, he ten-
dered her half-a-crown, she gave him 2s 4'4d in change and he went out. Next day she found that the coin was bad.

Louisa Nicklin said she was servant to Priscilla Foley, who kept the BRITISH OAK, High Street. On Monday afternoon both the
prisoners came to the house and Ball called for a pint of ale. She filled it and Ball gave her half-a-crown which she took to her
mistress who gave her change. She was quite sure that Johnson was with Ball. Priscilla Foley said when her servant brought the
half-crown and she had given her the change she went into the shop and saw the prisoners standing by the counter. Two more men
were with them. When she went into the bar Ball asked for the cup to be filled, and gave her a two shilling piece, she gave him 1s
9'd in change, they did not wait to empty their cup but said they must go so as not to be caught in the rain. Ball and Johnson then
left the other men and went out. The two coins she received were bad, and she gave them to the police.

Emma Johnson (14), daughter of Samuel Johnson, the HEARTY GOOD FELLOW, King Street, Old Hill, said she saw the pris-
oners come into the house on Monday afternoon. Ball called for a quart of ale, she supplied it and Ball gave her half-a-crown in
payment. She gave the change, Ball threw the drink down and both went out. Her father wanted some change and she took it to
Chances for sixpences.

Hanna Webb, barmaid at Mr. John Foley’s, the SWAN INN, Old Hill, said the prisoner came into the house and Ball asked for
some ale and tendered her half-a-crown, she took the coin to Mrs. Foley and gave Ball the change. Hannah Foley said Hannah
Webb brought her a half-crown which she put in her pocket with the other money. The same night she gave it to a police officer.
PC Litherley said he was sent for to the QUEENS HEAD, Corngreaves Road, on Monday and received the half-crown produced,
from Mr. Manning, who said in the presence of Ball, that he had received it from him. He took Ball into custody, and he at first
gave the name of George Keel, Hart Yard, Hatton Garden, London, and said it was not half-a-crown but a two shilling piece which
he gave. PCs Litherly and Lawrence proved receiving the base coins produced from the witnesses.




Inspector Walters said on Monday the prisoner Ball was brought to the station and gave the name of George Keel, Hart Yard, Hat-
ton Garden, London. He declined to give any reference, and said witness might enquire about it. He took him to Birmingham to
the detective department, where he saw detective Baker, who called Keel by his right name, and said, ‘How do William Ball.” He
then went to Ball’s address in Bridge Street, West Hockley, and on going into the house he found the prisoner Johnson lying on a
screen, he then gave the name of George William Hobson, No.13, Eaton Street, Abbey Fields, Hockley. He told him he would be
charged with being in company with Ball the previous day at Old Hill, and passing counterfeit coins. He replied, ‘I know nothing
at all about it.” He searched him and found £1 9s 7'~d all in small coins. He told him he would have to go with him to Old Hill,
when he became very violent, and rushed to the table to get a knife, but he put the handcuffs on him and brought him to Old Hill.
He was present in the office when Ball was identified, and he might add that he went to Eaton Street, Hockley, but no such person
as the prisoner Johnson was known there.

Honor Chance, wife of John Chance, 2, King Street, underground manager for Messrs. Hingley, said she changed half-a-crown for
Emma Johnson on Monday afternoon. Emma came and told her that it was a bad half-crown, and took it back.

Eliza Johnson, wife of George Johnson, publican, KINGS HEAD, Elbow Street, said four men came to her house on Monday, and
Ball asked for half-an-ounce of tobacco and a pipe, and gave her half-a-crown which she changed. PC Rowlands came at night,
and she found the coin was a bad one.

Mr. Henn, Cradley Heath, said PC Litherly showed him three half-crowns which he examined and found to be bad. They were
made principally of lead. PC Rowlands also showed him four half-crowns, and one two shilling piece which were counterfeit.
The half-crowns were all from the same mould, dated 1875, and plated.

Prisoners were remanded to Stafford to appear on Wednesday.”

[At the Staffordshire Quarter Sessions, William Ball (32) and John Johnson (27), both button makers, were each sen-
tenced to twelve months, Ball pleading guilty.]

Dudley and District News 2/9/1882

“Old Hill annual Brewster Sessions were held at the Police Court on Wednesday.....

The following is the black list, and in each of the cases the licenses were suspended till the adjourned licensing meeting.....
Priscilla Foley, BRITISH OAK, Garratts Lane, Old Hill, supplying ale to drunken men, fined 5s and costs.”

Dudley and District News 30/9/1882

“This being the Old Hill adjourned licensing sessions the Bench granted a renewal of the licenses which were suspended at the last
annual general sessions. The Chairman stated that the magistrates had very carefully considered each case, and they had decided
to renew the licenses on the understanding that some assurance was given on the part of each defaulter, that their respective houses
should be better conducted in the future. The Bench were determined that the law should be enforced, and if the defendants were
guilty of any further offence against the Licensing Laws they would be severely punished and their licenses forfeited. The Chair-
man added that Henry Heath, who was convicted for selling ale during prohibited hours on Sunday, was now taking out a six days’
license instead of a seven days’, and his license was renewed on that condition; and if any of the others wished to have six days’
licenses the Bench would be pleased to grant them.”

Dudley and District News 29/12/1883

“A meeting of the creditors of Mrs. Priscilla Foley, of the BRITISH OAK INN, High Street, Old Hill, publican and saddler, took
place at the office of Messrs. Warmington and Thompson, Castle Street, Dudley, solicitors for the debtor, on Monday last. The
statement of affairs showed liabilities £438 9s 8d and assets £28. It was resolved to accept a composition of 1s in the £, payable
within three months from the confirmation of the resolution.”

County Advertiser 7/6/1884

“The members of court Robin Hood’s Cave, No0.4737, met on Monday at the house of Mr. John Green, BRITISH OAK INN, High
Street, Old Hill, to celebrate the 19" anniversary of this court. One hundred and fifty sat down to dinner. Dr. Standish, surgeon,
addressed the members, and a vote of thanks was passed to him for past services. During the day the members formed a proces-
sion and paraded the principal streets. The evening was spent convivially.”

County Express 28/6/1884

“Mr. Edwin Hooper (District Coroner) held an inquest on Tuesday at the BRITISH OAK INN, Garratts Lane, touching the death
of a little girl named Sarah Ann Nock, who had been found drowned in a tub of water. The child was sent on a visit to her grand-
mother’s house in Cherry Orchard, and during the temporary absence of her nurse she fell into a tub of water and was drowned.
The jury returned a verdict of Accidental Death.”

West Bromwich Weekly News 23/4/1887

“Mr. Hooper (coroner) held an inquest at the BRITISH OAK INN, Garratts Lane, on Monday, respecting the death of Joseph Pear-
son (54), chainmaker, of Garratts Lane.

David Pearson, son of the deceased, said on Friday last he heard that his father had been kicked by a horse. Witness immediately
went to his home and found the deceased lying on a sofa, insensible, and blood was flowing from his right ear.

Isaac Hodgkins, Francis Bloomer, and Polly Garratt, a little girl, also gave evidence to the cause of the death, and the Jury re-
turned a verdict of Accidental Death.”

Dudley Mercury 25/5/1889




“Moses Phipps, miner, Waggon Street, Old Hill, was charged with wounding Emma Bryant, Wrights Lane, Old Hill, on the 18"
inst. Complainant said she went to the BRITISH OAK INN, Old Hill, to look for her husband, who was a very drunken fellow,
and never brought any money home. While she was there defendant came in with her husband and another man named Jones.
Witness’s husband gave his money to Jones, and as she was getting it from him, the defendant nearly cut one her fingers off with
a knife. Defendant said he intended cutting the pocket handkerchief which held the money, and complainant put her finger in the
way, and he only ‘nicked’ it. The Bench said they were of opinion that the injury was caused accidentally, and dismissed the case.
The costs would be remitted.”

Dudley Mercury 6/7/1889

“Ebenzer Garratt, breeze burner, Halesowen Road, Old Hill, was charged with being drunk on the licensed premises of A/bert
Elon Sidaway, landlord of the BRITISH OAK, Garratts Lane, on the 1% inst.

Mr. Goodman: Are you guilty, or not guilty? — Defendant: I was tipsy in beer, but did not use the knife as was said. No knife was
used.

Mr. Goodman: You are simply charged with being drunk. Do you admit it? — Defendant: Yes, sir.

Police-constable Keegan said that at 9.30 on the morning in question the defendant’s wife came to the Police Station and reported
to him that her husband had inflicted a cut two and a half inches long on her left wrist. He went to the BRITISH OAK and found
the defendant sitting in the bar in an intoxicated condition. Witness took him to the station, and found, from enquiries, that his
wife struck the defendant on the face with a jug, and that the cut on her wrist was done in the struggle.

Defendant was fined 2s 6d and costs, or seven days.”

County Express 25/1/1890

“On Monday night a meeting of miners was held at the BRITISH OAK INN, OlId Hill. Mr. B. Winwood reported that he had
written to the MPs in the surrounding districts to ascertain their opinions on the eight hours question. He had received a letter
from Staveley Hill, QC, MP, who pointed out that, speaking at Kingswinford, he explained he was in favour of lessening the hours
of labour for miners, but could not pledge himself to vote for a bill before seeing it. Mr. Brooke Robinson, MP, said that if it were
the wish of the general body of miners to have an Eight Hours Bill he saw no reason why he should not support it. Mr. B. Hing-
ley, MP, had not replied to the communication addressed to him.”

Birmingham Daily Post 5/2/1890
“Yesterday, a meeting of miners employed at the Granville (‘Clipper’) Colliery, Old Hill, was held at the BRITISH OAK INN,

Garratts Lane, Old Hill, under the presidency of Mr. B. Winwood.

The Chairman explained that the men had laid down their tools in consequence of being called upon to work during half the time
appointed for the dinner hour, and after the proper hours at night. The men had been working from twenty to forty minutes later
that they ought to do at night, and had only been having half an hour for dinner. He had visited the colliery twice, but had been
unable to see Mr. Collis. There were about 150 men concerned in the strike.

A resolution was passed deciding not to resume work until Mr. Collis had interviewed their agent (Mr. Winwood) and promised to
remedy the evils complained of. They further instructed Mr. Winwood not to wait upon the employer again until he was requested
to do so.”

County Express 19/4/1890

“Joseph Green, St. John Street, Netherton, and William Green, Tory Street, Blackheath, were charged with being drunk in the
BRITISH OAK INN, Garratts Lane, Old Hill, on the 5" inst, and on the evidence of Police-constables Insley and Hegan, defen-
dants were each fined 5s and costs.”

1891 Census

21+22, Garratts Lane

[1] Albert E. Sidaway (30), licensed victualler, born Rowley Regis;
[2] Mary A. Sidaway (27), wife, born Rowley Regis;

[3] Edith S. M. Sidaway (2), daughter, born Rowley Regis;

[4] Matilda Belfield (17), domestic servant, born Brierley Hill:

County Express 25/4/1891

“On Friday night last a meeting of miners was held at the BRITISH OAK INN, Old Hill, for the purpose of receiving the report
of the delegate (Mr. B. Winwood) who attended the Paris Conference on behalf of the Old Hill and District Miners’ Association.
A resolution was passed unanimously approving of the action taken by the British delegates at the recent Congress in Paris with
regard to the formation of an International Miners’ Federation, and the eight hours question, and also agreeing to stand firmly
together until the eight hours working day is secured in England by legislation or other means.”

Birmingham Daily Post 7/6/1892
“Yesterday the annual celebration in connection with Court Robin Hood’s Cave, No.4737, of the Ancient Order of Foresters, took

place at Old Hill. The business meeting was held at the BRITISH OAK INN, Garratts Lane, the Chief Ranger (Mr. S. Thompson)
presiding. The secretary (Mr. J. Darby) presented a report showing that there were 384 members in the lodge, an increase of 26
during the year. The total worth of the society was about £1,800.....”



County Advertiser 3/12/1892 - Advert

“Old Hill. Notice of Sale by Auction of Excellent Freehold Dwelling Houses, with the Mines and Minerals, and Building Land.
Alfred W. Dando has received instructions to Sell By Auction, at the BRITISH OAK INN, Old Hill, on Tuesday, December 13%,
1892, at Six o’clock in the Evening for Seven precisely, subject to Conditions of Sale, then to be produced, as follows.....”

County Advertiser 15/7/1893

“On Tuesday night a largely-attended meeting of miners under the auspices of the Old Hill and District Miners’ Association was
held at the BRITISH OAK INN, Old Hill, to consider what steps should be taken in the event of a proposal to reduce wages which
appeared to be imminent ..... Up to within the past few months they had enjoyed two or three years’ prosperity in the trade, and
through the loyalty of the members of the Federation, and the energy and untiring perseverance of its leaders, they had obtained
and retained 40 per cent advance in their wages. The time had come when their employers said they should submit to a reduction
of 25 per cent, leaving them15 per cent of the previous gain, and it was for them to say whether they were prepared to make the
sacrifice which their employers said they must make if they were to carry on their work at a profit .....It was unanimously decided
to resist any reduction if proposed.”

County Advertiser 29/12/1894

“On Thursday afternoon, Mr. E. Hooper (coroner), held an inquest at the BRITISH OAK INN, Garratts Lane, Old Hill, touching
the death of a female child, one month old, of Samuel and Sarah Ann Nock, of Park Lane, Old Hill, who was found dead in bed on
the 25" inst. The mother stated that the child went to bed on the night of the 24" inst with her. Upon awaking early on the morn-
ing of the 25" she found deceased dead in bed. The jury returned a verdict of Death from Natural Causes.”

AND

“On Thursday afternoon, Mr. E. Hooper (coroner), held an inquest at the BRITISH OAK INN, Garratts Lane, Old Hill, concerning
the death of Felix Walker, aged 56 years, formerly residing at Garratts Lane, and who died suddenly on the 23 of December.
Isabella Walker, wife, stated that deceased had been in very good health. On Sunday morning he was taken ill, and about eight
o’clock he went upstairs to go to bed, but when near the top of the stairs he called out. Witness’s son-in-law ran up the stairs, and
took him into the bed room. A doctor was sent for, but deceased expired before he arrived.

In answer to the coroner, witness said that deceased had been an excessive drinker.

The jury returned a verdict of Death from Natural Causes, accelerated by excessive drinking.”

County Advertiser 8/6/1895

“Yesterday (Friday) Mr. E, Hooper (coroner) held an inquest, at the BRITISH OAK INN, Garratts Lane, Old Hill, respecting the
death of Patrick McDonald (68), formerly residing in Wrights Lane, who died suddenly on Tuesday last.

Maria McDonald, wife, said during the past six years deceased had occasionally been ill, but with those exceptions he had enjoyed
very good health. Witness last saw her husband alive about two o’clock on Whit-Tuesday afternoon, when he started to drive
some relatives and neighbours to Hagley. About half an hour afterwards witness was informed that deceased was dead, but for
some time she could not realise that such a thing had happened.

George Hayward, son-in-law, said on Whit-Tuesday afternoon deceased was driving a horse and trap through Cradley Heath, en
route to Clent Hills, when he suddenly fell back and expired in a few minutes. Witness fetched Dr. de Denne, who pronounced
life to be extinct.

It was stated that several of deceased’s relatives had died in a similar way.

The jury returned a verdict of Death from Natural Causes.”

County Express 21/8/1897

“The first of what is intended to be an annual demonstration of the friendly societies in the Old Hill district, was held on Sunday,
the object in view being to help the funds of the Dudley Guest Hospital, Dudley Dispensary, and Birmingham Eye Hospital .....
the day was bright and promising, and there were large numbers of people all along the route.

At one o’clock the 1** Worcestershire Volunteer Band started from the CROSS INN, proceeded across Halesowen Road, calling at
Trinity Schools and GEORGE HOTEL; then across Lawrence Lane into Reddal Hill Road, calling at the ROSE AND CROWN
INN, and proceeding to the Cross, where the final procession was formed. Meanwhile the Old Hill Brass and Red Band started
from the WHITE LION INN, proceeded by way of Powke Lane and Garratts Lane to Wrights Lane (as far as the PRINCE OF
WALES INN), and returned to Garratts Lane, calling for lodges at the BRITISH OAK INN, FOX HUNT INN, Tabernacle, DUKE
WILLIAM INN, VINE INN, to the Cross. On the arrival of this contingent a huge line was formed, and very pretty it looked.
Members of the various lodges wore their regalia, and these being interspersed with the more elaborate honorary members’
scarves, gave the line a very bright appearance.....”

County Advertiser 4/12/1897

“On Thursday morning, Mr. A. A. Bethan (acting coroner) held an inquest at the BRITISH OAK INN, Garratts Lane, Old Hill, on
the body of Zachariah Pearson (30), chainmaker, of Wagon Street, Old Hill, who was found hanging from the ceiling at his house,
on Sunday last.

It appeared from the evidence that deceased came home about 10-15 on Sunday night, his wife being in bed. She was awakened
by the bed shaking, and on going downstairs found deceased hanging by a handkerchief from a hook in the ceiling. She called in
George Jones, a neighbour, who cut him down, Dr. Mitchell meanwhile being sent for.

The evidence of Dr. Mitchell was to the effect that he found deceased on the floor. Life was not extinct, and witness opened a vein
in the arm and resorted to artificial respiration. Deceased made no spontaneous efforts to breathe, and death resulted in about ten




minutes afterwards. The cause of death was strangulation, and there was no dislocation of the neck. He said he should like to add
his testimony to the great assistance rendered by Inspector Given and the policemen.

Deceased, it appeared, had complained of pain in his head, and he had been out of employment for five weeks; and these things
seemed to have preyed on his mind. He, it was stated, made several attempts to hang himself.

The jury found a verdict that deceased committed Suicide whilst Temporarily Insane.

The Coroner remarked that the mortuary was great convenience for coroner, jurymen, and relatives of the dead persons taken
there, and the building was not only a good one, but it was well fitted up and kept properly clean. The jurymen concurred in the
Coroner’s remarks.”

County Advertiser 26/2/1898

“On Wednesday afternoon, Mr. A. A. Betham (acting coroner) held an inquest at the BRITISH OAK INN, Garratts Lane, con-
cerning the death of Priscilla Treviss (44), formerly residing in Garratts Lane, who died suddenly on Sunday night. The evidence
of the husband showed that deceased expected confinement, and retired to bed on Sunday night. Later on she suddenly awoke
her husband, and said she was going to die, as things were not right. She was bleeding profusely, and the husband went for Dr.
Mitchell. His assistant attended, and said it was a sad case, but he would do all he could. Shortly afterwards she expired. Death
was due to haemorrhage. The Jury returned a verdict in accordance with the doctor’s evidence.”

Dudley Herald 25/6/1898

“On Thursday morning Mr. H. A. Pearson held an inquest at the BRITISH OAK INN, Garratts Lane, Old Hill, respecting the
death of Samuel Siviter (75), banksman, who died through injuries received by falling down in the street. Deceased has been
unable to follow his employment, as he had been suffering from senile dementia. On the 16" inst he went out for a walk, and fell
down and dislocated his right hip. He was attended by Dr. de Denne, and died on the 24™ inst. A verdict of Accidental Death was
returned.”

County Advertiser 2/7/1898 - Advert

“Preliminary Notice.

E. H. Boilstone has been favoured with instructions from the Exors. of Joseph Barnsley, deceased, to Sell by Auction, at an Early
Date, at the house of Mr. Sidaway, the BRITISH OAK INN, Old Hill, the whole of the Valuable Freehold Properties and Building
Land situate at Reddal Hill, Old Hill, Cherry Orchard, and Cradley.

Further Particulars next week.

Further information may be had from Thos. Cooksey, Esq, Solicitor, or the Auctioneer, both of Old Hill.”

County Advertiser 27/8/1898

“On Sunday afternoon the annual hospital parade and open-air service, arranged by the various friendly societies in Old Hill and
the surrounding district took place. Processions were formed at different points of members of the Foresters, the Free Gardeners,
and provident societies, numbering altogether about 1,000, and these, accompanied by the Blackheath, Halesowen Temperance,
and Old Hill Bands, paraded the principal streets of the locality, after which they marched to a field in Garratts Lane, lent for the
occasion by Mr. A. Sidaway, where a special service was held. Addresses were delivered by the Revs. E. Brewer, MA (vicar of
Old Hill), and W. B. Cheshire (Primitive Methodist). A collection was made along the route and at the service in aid of the Guest
Hospital, Dudley Dispensary, and Birmingham Eye Hospital, this realising £25 14s 5%d.

The following was the order of procession issued by the committee. The Blackheath Village Band will start from the WHITE
LION INN, Powke Lane, at 1-45 prompt, proceed down Garratts Lane, calling for societies at the BRITISH OAK INN, Taberna-
cle, DUKE WILLIAM INN, and VINE INN, turning across Queen Street on to the old football ground (by kind permission of Mr.
W. H. Jarvis). The Halesowen Temperance Band will start from the PRINCE OF WALES INN, Wrights Lane, at 1-45 prompt,
proceed round Cherry Orchard Street, into Wrights Lane, turning down Wagon Street, calling at the OLD ENGINE INN, proceed-
ing down Elbow Street and King Street, across Halesowen Road, to the old football ground. The Old Hill Band will start from
the CROSS INN at 1-45 prompt, calling for societies at Trinity Schools and GEORGE HOTEL, proceed across Lawrence Lane,
turning up New Street, Ridding Street, Pear Tree Street, Pear Tree Lane, thence into Reddal Hill Road, calling at the ROSE AND
CROWN INN, and proceeding to the old football ground. A grand procession will be formed as follows.....”

County Advertiser 13/5/1899

“Strike Of Clay Miners At Saltwells.

Mr. B. Winwood, agent to the Old Hill and District Miners’ Association, has issued an appeal on behalf of the men who are on
strike in consequence of the dispute at Messrs. Doulton’s works. The Dispute, he says, shows the necessity of union, and calls
upon the miners employed at the different collieries to collect yesterday or to-day on behalf of the men on strike. The proceeds of
all collections should be paid over, either at the BRITISH OAK INN, Old Hill, from 6 to 7pm each Saturday; or to Mr. Winwood,
Clent View, Olive Lane, near Halesowen, who will acknowledge all sums sent.”

County Advertiser 27/5/1899 - Advert
“Wanted, a good General Servant, not under 20 years of age.
Apply, Mrs. A. E. Sidaway, BRITISH OAK INN, Old Hill.”

County Advertiser 29/7/1899
“On Tuesday afternoon, the coroner, (Mr. H. A. Pearson) held an inquest at the BRITISH OAK INN, Garratts Lane, concerning




the death of Edward Tromans (43), formerly residing in Pear Tree Street, Old Hill, who was killed whilst following his employ-
ment at the Rowley Hall Colliery, belonging to Messrs. W. Bassano and Sons, on Saturday last. Mr. S. Dimmock, under manager,
represented the firm, and Mr. W. B. Scott, Government inspector of mines and quarries, was also present.

Mary Ann Tromans, the widow, gave evidence of identification, and said deceased worked for the firm for twenty-four years.
George Holloway stated that about eleven o’clock on Saturday morning, one of the horse drivers called his attention to the lagging
in the roof that was breaking. He called deceased, who was looking at lagging, when a quantity of it broke, and two of the slabs
struck the deceased, knocking him down, and he was buried under several tons of coal that followed. He was extricated about
fifteen minutes later, but he was dead.

William Hadley, fireman, stated that the last witness called to him on the morning in question, and told him that deceased was
buried under six tubs of coal. Witness had examined the workings about ten minutes previously to the accident, and the place
appeared all right.

Dr. J. S. Beasley stated that when he saw deceased at the colliery he was dead, and the body was removed home. Deceased’s neck
was broken, and a verdict of Accidental Death was returned by the jury.

Mr. Barnsley, sanitary inspector to the Rowley Regis District Council, complained to the coroner that when acting upon his
precept to remove the dead body of the deceased from a small house in Pear Tree Street, in which there were only two sleep-

ing rooms, in which a mother and eight children slept, to the public mortuary, the relatives objected to the removal, and caused
upwards of 200 people to assemble and subject him to great annoyance. The body was in a very decomposed state, and for the
safety of the family it was necessary that it should be removed.

The Coroner expressed the hope that the officer would not be interfered with again.”

West Bromwich Weekly News 8/9/1900

“On Wednesday Mr. A. A. Batham (deputy coroner) held an inquest at the BRITISH OAK INN, Garratts Lane, Old Hill, respect-
ing the death of William Darby (71), platelayer, Gorsty Hill, Blackheath, who was killed at the Haden Hill Colliery, Old Hill,
belonging to Messrs. W. Bassano and Son. Mr. W. H. Pickering (deputy inspector) was present and Mr. L. Meacham represented
Messrs. Bassano.

Deceased had been employed at the colliery for about 36 years. He had recently been pensioned, and it was optional whether he
went to work, but he frequently visited the colliery for the purpose of repairing the rails. On the 3™ inst he was found lying across
the tram lines on the pit bank near the tunnel, with serious injuries. It was supposed that he was knocked down by some loaded
tubs of coal. It was stated that it was not his duty to be on the tram lines. The jury returned a verdict of Accidental Death.”

County Express 29/12/1900

“On Monday some eighty workmen in the employ of Mr. Robert Fellows were entertained at the BRITSH OAK INN to dinner.
Mr. J. Willetts presided, and Mr. R. Fellows and Mr. D. Fellows attended. A hearty vote of thanks was passed to Mr. R. Fellows,
proposed by Mr. J. Weaton, seconded by Mr. T. Brooks, thanking him for his kindness. Mr. Fellows suitably acknowledged this.
A very enjoyable gathering concluded with a vote of thanks to the host.”

County Express 19/1/1901

“On Thursday afternoon, Mr. A. A. Bentham (deputy coroner) resumed the adjourned enquiry at the BRITISH OAK INN, Old
Hill, concerning the death of Noah Crewe, of Overend, Cradley, who was killed in a colliery accident at No.24, Saltwells Pit,
belonging to the Earl of Dudley.

The Coroner explained the enquiry was adjourned in order for the man Davies to attend, who was the only man who could throw
some light upon how the accident occurred. He had a letter handed to him from the surgeon of the Guest Hospital, dated January
15", in which he said, ‘The patient Davies is still under our care, and will not be able to leave for a month or six weeks.’

Inspector Given said he saw the doctor on the previous night, and gathered from his conversation that the probabilities were that
Davies would not be able to attend the inquest for the next two or three months. From enquiries he (Inspector Given) had made in
other quarters, he gathered that Davies would not be able to throw much light upon the matter, and in fact the first question Davies
asked was how did it happen, so it would appear that he was very much in the dark about it.

The Coroner thought he would be able to throw some light on it when examined. It was not very likely a man should have been
in a certain position, and did not know what that position was, unless the injuries had affected his brain. He (the coroner) had
adjourned the inquest twice for Davies to attend, and he thought if there was any possibility of his attending — and from the letter
it appeared there was — he should adjourn it again.

Inspector Given: He was very ill last night, but there is a possibility of his recovering.

The Coroner: In any case I think it is best to adjourn again, in fact, I have made up my mind about this.

After consultation with the jury the inquest was adjourned to March 14".”

Smethwick Weekly News 2/2/1901

“On Monday morning Mr. H. A. Pearson (coroner) held an inquest at the BRITISH OAK INN, Garratts Lane, Old Hill, concern-
ing the death of William Downing (65), foreman bricklayer, formerly residing at Hipkins Street, Burnt Tree, Tividale, whose dead
body was recovered from the engine pool at No.24 Saltwells Colliery, Cradley Heath, belonging to the Earl of Dudley, on Friday.
The evidence showed that deceased left home on Friday morning to go to his employment at the Saltwells Colliery, and shortly
after seven o’clock a stoker named Joseph Foxall recovered the body from the engine pool at the colliery. Dr. T. V. De Denne who
made a post mortem examination, attributed death to apoplexy. He supposed that deceased was seized with a fit, and fell into the
water. There were no signs of drowning.

The jury returned a verdict of Death from Natural Causes.”




County Express 16/3/1901

“Mr. A. A. Bentham (deputy coroner) resumed the adjourned enquiry at the BRITISH OAK INN, Old Hill, respecting the death
of Samuel Noah Crewe (17), engine driver, formerly residing at Butcher’s Lane, Cradley, who met his death at No.24 Saltwells
Colliery, Cradley Heath, belonging to the Earl of Dudley, on November 13®. Mr. W. H. Pickering (assistant inspector of mines)
was present at the enquiry. Mr. W. Waldron represented the Earl of Dudley, Mr. T. B. Eastley the engine driver (Joshua Crewe),
and Mr. G. B. Raybould (from the office of Mr. Cooksey) the deceased’s relatives.

The coroner read over the evidence given at the previous enquiries by Moses Crewe (deceased’s father), and Joshua Crewe, the
engine driver.

John Davies, of Darby End, said he was a collier, and on the day of the accident was at work at No.24 pit, Saltwells Colliery.
About 6.30pm something went wrong with the water tank, which came up the pit empty. Witness and deceased were as a rule or-
dered to attend to it when anything went wrong. On the night of the occurrence the engine driver, Joshua Crewe, sent them to look
at the tank, and they found the chains were wrapped round the lever which opened the valve. They experienced some difficulty in
disentangling it, and called for more rope. At the same time witness asked the engine driver to come and look at it. Witness did
not remember whether the required rope was given or not, and he did not see the engine driver leave the engine house. Witness
did not remember anything more that happened. At the time the accident occurred witness and deceased were standing on the
water tank. Replying to the jury, witness said he did not know whether the employers were told the tank frequently went wrong.
He had never called the engine driver before, but on this occasion the chain was in a bad mess. There was a banksman employed
at the pit, but he was old and feeble. Replying to Mr. Pickering, witness said he did not remember whether the rope went slowly
or fast. By Mr. Waldron: Witness did not blame anyone for the accident. He made no complaint about the tank not working.
Henry Lucas, engineer, said the tank was five feet high and four feet in diameter. He had never heard of any complaints respecting
the working of the tank or any accidents in connection with it before. He was of the opinion that when the engine commenced to
creep the eccentric fell, and the steam caused the overwinding; or the engineman made a mistake and put the steam in the wrong
way, and so, instead of lowering the tank, he caused it to rise.

David Danks (67), the banksman, stated that whilst the two youths were standing on the water tank they were pulled over the
pulley.

Police-sergeant Picher gave evidence at to removing the body to the mortuary. Deceased had sustained shocking injuries.

The Coroner said the jury had to consider whether there was any negligence on the part of the engine-driver.

The Jury, after a short deliberation, returned a verdict of Accidental Death, and no blame whatever to the engine-driver. They,
however, added an expression of opinion that a more active person should be employed as banksman at the colliery.”

1901 Census

22, Garratts Lane

[1] Albert E. Sidaway (41), licensed victualler and brewer, born Rowley Regis;
[2] Mary A. Sidaway (38), wife, born Rowley Regis;

[3] Edith S. M. Sidaway (12), daughter, born Rowley Regis;

[4] Albert J. Sidaway (9), son, born Rowley Regis;

[5] John F. Sidaway (7), son, born Rowley Regis;

[6] Emily F. Sidaway (2), daughter, born Rowley Regis;

[7] Blanche M. Chapman (12), niece, born Rowley Regis;

[8] Sarah Haywood (17), domestic servant, born Rowley Regis;
[9] Polly Davies (17), domestic servant, born Dudley:

County Express 13/4/1901

“An inquest was held on Wednesday evening, at the BRITISH OAK INN, by Mr. H. A. Pearson (coroner), concerning the death of
Allan Brookes (49), ales fittings maker, who had resided at Birmingham Road, Blackheath, and whose body was found in the Bir-
mingham Canal, near Powke Lane Bridge, Old Hill, on Tuesday morning. Mr. G. Green was present, representing the deceased’s
relatives.

Edith Brookes, deceased’s daughter, who identified the body at Old Hill Mortuary, said they last saw her father alive on Monday
morning, when he left Blackheath Station by the 10.19 train to Windmill End. He had never threatened to make away with him-
self, and when he left home on Monday he was all right. He was of a cheerful disposition.

Albert Sidaway, landlord of the BRITISH OAK INN, deposed to deceased calling at the house shortly before eight o’clock on
Monday evening. When he left just after eight, he said he was going to do other business. He appeared to be in his usual state of
mind. Replying to Mr. Green, witness said he knew the spot where the body was found. It was, in his opinion, and unsafe place,
and a regular death trap. Several persons had got into the canal there during the last few years, and he believed some had been
drowned. Deceased would be going in the direction of home that way.

John Halebond, a boatman, of Yew Tree Lane, Netherton, deposed to finding the body of deceased in the canal, at 5.30am on
Tuesday morning. He obtained the assistance of John Stafford, of the NEPTUNE INN, Powke Lane, to get the body out.
Police-constable Horne deposed to removing the body to the mortuary. He found £4 12s 6d in money upon the deceased. He
considered the place where deceased was found very dangerous, and it should be protected by a gate. Dr. T. V. deDenne, who had
made a post-mortem examination, said death was due to drowning.

A Juryman said he has passed along this road on many occasions at night, and although accustomed to it, he had fallen into the
canal.

A verdict of Accidental Death was returned.”




Smethwick Weekly News 11/5/1901

“Mr. H. A. Pearson (coroner) held an inquest on Monday, at the BRITISH OAK INN, Garratts Lane, Old Hill, concerning the
death of Fanny Willetts (68), formerly residing at Pear Tree Street, Old Hill, who was found drowned in a disused marlhole in
Halesowen Road, Old Hill, on Sunday morning. The evidence showed that deceased, who had suffered from ill health for about
twenty years, had also suffered from cancer.

The Coroner remarked that no doubt the pain deceased had suffered had driven her to commit the rash act.

The jury returned a verdict of Suicide whilst of Unsound Mind.”

Smethwick Weekly News 18/5/1901

“Mr. H. A. Pearson (coroner), held an inquest on Tuesday at the BRITISH OAK INN, Garratts Lane, Old Hill, concerning the
death of Daniel Price, aged five years, whose parents reside at Garratts Lane, Old Hill, and who was drowned in the Bowling
Green Pool, Netherton, on Saturday afternoon. The evidence showed that deceased and a number of other lads were fishing at the
pool, when in trying to reach a stick he overbalanced himself and fell into the water. A nine year old lad, named Benjamin Ben-
nett, residing at the Cross, Old Hill, jumped into the pool, but was unable to rescue deceased, and in order to save his own life he
clung to some brickwork in the pool until he was rescued. Deceased was eventually got out of the pool by a young man, named
William Harris, and Dr. Mitchell tried to restore animation by means of artificial respiration, but without success.

The Coroner said it was extremely plucky for the lad Bennett to risk his life in attempting to save his companion.

The jury returned a verdict of Accidental Death, and the Coroner rewarded Bennett for his plucky conduct.”

County Advertiser 20/7/1901

“William Rose, of Birmingham Street, Dudley, was charged before the Borough Bench with a violent assault upon Ellen Downes,
a woman who cohabited with him. The woman subsequently left the house and went to her mother’s at Springfield, Rowley Re-
gis, where she remained till her death a few days ago.

An inquest was held yesterday, at the BRITISH OAK INN, Garratts Lane, Old Hill, upon Downes, who was only 26 years of
age.....

Dr. Beasley deposed to making a post mortem examination of the body. Death was caused by acute pneumonia. In reply to the
Coroner, he said there was a remote possibility of this being associated with violence; but he found nothing to connect death with
anything but pneumonia.

The Coroner said there was no doubt a fierce assault had been committed upon the unfortunate woman, but it would be difficult
for the jury, in face of the medical evidence, to make Rose criminally responsible for the unfortunate woman’s death.

The jury, after a lengthy deliberation, returned a verdict that death was the result of Natural Causes.

It was stated that Rose would have to answer to the charge of assault.”

[William Rose (49), fish hawker, was sentenced to three months hard labour.]

Smethwick Weekly News 5/10/1901

“Yesterday, Mr. H. A. Pearson (coroner) held an inquest at the BRITISH OAK INN, Garratts Lane, Old Hill, respecting the death
of Patrick Malay (31), a slater and plumber, formerly residing at Trinity Street, Langley, who was killed whilst employed at the
Bell End Colliery, Rowley, on Wednesday afternoon. Deceased was engaged to paint the pit frame. For this purpose ladders
were secured to the pit frame, and placed upon a railway, upon which waggons ran to and from the colliery. One of these came in
contact with one of the ladders, and deceased was thrown to the ground, a distance of 27 feet, and sustained a fractured skull and
fractures of both arms, death taking place immediately afterwards. The jury returned a verdict of Accidental Death, but expressed
the opinion that more care should have been exercised in ascertaining if the tubs could pass under the ladder, also that a man
should have been placed at the foot of the ladder.”

County Express 2/11/1901

“On Saturday evening, Mr. H. A. Pearson conducted an enquiry at the BRITISH OAK INN, relative to the death of John Hackett,
29, pikeman, formerly of Wrights Lane, who was killed by a fall of slack whilst working at Haden Hill Colliery, belonging to
Messrs. W. Bassano and Co. Mr. W. H. Pickering, Government Inspector of Mines, and Mr. L. Meachem, representing the owner
of the colliery, were present. From the evidence it appeared deceased, with another miner named Elijah Lowe, was engaged in
removing trees when several tons of slack fell upon them, burying them. Lowe was rescued alive, but when deceased was got out
he was found to have been suffocated. A verdict of Accidental Death was returned.”

County Express 31/5/1902

“The circumstances surrounding the death of Mr. Giles Bloomer, chain manufacturer, of Maple Tree Lane, Cradley, whose body
was recovered from the Pig Lane Pool, Old Hill, on Thursday week, as reported in our last issue, were investigated at an inquest
held at the BRITISH OAK INN, Old Hill, on Saturday, by Mr. H. A. Pearson (coroner).

The Coroner stated that the widow of the deceased was so ill that she was not in a fit condition to give evidence. She had, how-
ever, made a statement to the effect that Mr. Bloomer, had resided at Maple Tree Lane, Cradley, and that he had suffered for some
time from depression and delusions. He was apprehensive that when he died he would not go to heaven.

Thomas Southall, a step-son, stated that the deceased left home on Thursday morning with the intention of seeing his father. After
he had been out some time Mrs. Bloomer became uneasy, and asked witness to go in search of deceased at Overend. He accord-
ingly did so, but could not trace him. He afterwards went in the direction of Pig Lane Pool, Old Hill, and a young man named
Cartwright pointed to him a body floating on the water face downwards. Witness recognised the body as that of his step-father,




whose hat and umbrella were on the embankment. The deceased had lately suffered from delusions.

George Cartwright, of Garratts Lane, Old Hill, deposed to finding the body in the pool, and to giving information to the police.
PC Maisey stated that when the body was recovered, deceased was fully dressed. There were no papers in his pocket giving any
reason for the deceased taking his life. The pool was properly fenced, and to get to the water the deceased would have to climb
the fence.

Dr. Tibbetts said he had attended the deceased for influenza, and since the attack, which was a severe one, he suffered from
depression and delusions. He could not say deceased suffered from religious mania, but he was continually under the impression
that God had abandoned him. He had given instructions that the deceased should be watched, and he believed that had been done
as much as possible.

The Coroner, in summing up, remarked that influenza was evidently responsible for the state in which deceased was.

The jury returned a verdict of Suicide whilst Temporarily Insane.”

County Advertiser 21/3/1903

“On Wednesday morning, Mr. H. A. Pearson (coroner) held an inquest at the BRITISH OAK INN, Garratts Lane, Old Hill,
respecting the death of Ann Bradley (52), a married woman, of Pear Tree Street, Old Hill, who died suddenly under tragic circum-
stances on Monday night.

James Bradley, husband, stated that deceased had been in fairly good health recently. About 8-30pm on Monday night she went to
the BLUE BALL INN to pay some club money. He subsequently heard screams, and saw his daughter and her husband quarrel-
ling in the house. He went to his daughter’s house and saw his wife fall to the ground, and Dr. Mitchell, who was called, pro-
nounced life extinct.

Sarah Elizabeth Moore, daughter of the deceased, stated that on the night in question she had a few cross words with her husband
through him drinking. Her mother came into the house and suddenly fell to the ground without being struck by anyone.

Noah Moore, husband of the last witness, said that deceased came and pushed witness into the house while he was having some
words with his wife. He did not strike the deceased, neither did anyone else, nor did he threaten her.

Police-constable Gratage deposed to making inquiries into the case, and found that deceased was injured by no one.

Dr. Mitchell stated that there were no marks of violence upon the body, and that death was due to syncope, brought on, no doubt,
by the excitement of the moment. The heart was in an extreme condition of fatty degeneration, and death might have resulted
from any unusual exertion.

The jury returned a verdict of Death from Natural Causes.”

County Advertiser 12/9/1903
“An occasional license was granted to 4. E. Sidaway, landlord of the BRITISH OAK INN, Garratts Lane, Old Hill, on Saturday
from 2pm till 9pm, on the occasion of the brass band contest.”

County Advertiser 12/3/1904
“District Council Nominations ..... Rowley Regis ..... Old Hill Ward.....
Albert Eland Sidaway, licensed victualler, Garratts Lane, Old Hill.”

County Advertiser 26/3/1904

“Rowley Regis Urban District Council Election, March, 1904, Old Hill Ward. To the Electors.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

We, the undersigned, offer ourselves for election upon the District Council as five members who are united upon questions of local
administration.

We believe in true economy, which consists in spending nothing unnecessarily, and in getting twenty shillings’ worth for every
pound that is spent.

A firm hand, and a united Council, are required to keep the expenditure of this Parish within reasonable limits, while effecting
such improvements as are from time to time rendered necessary or advisable.

We would, if elected, endeavour always to conduct your business with industry and perseverance, by deeds and not by words, and
in the spirit of modern business method and application.

Your interests are great, and the field of public work is ever widening, and now, more than ever before, do you need responsible
men who themselves have a substantial stake in the parish, and who cannot afford to trifle with matters of Public Importance.

We beg earnestly for your votes, not for ourselves individually, but as a whole united Five.

Alfred H. Bassano, James Billingham, E. H. Boilstone, John Priest, Albert E. Sidaway.”

[None of them were elected.]

Birmingham Daily Gazette 21/6/1904
“A meeting of the Joint Unionist Association for Old Hill district was held at the BRITISH OAK INN, Old Hill, last night. After

the election of officers, Mr. Councillor W. E. Lovsey, of Birmingham, delivered an address.”

Birmingham Mail 17/8/1904
“Last evening Mr. H. A. Pearson held an inquest at the BRITISH OAK INN, Old Hill, respecting the death of Alfred Edward

Hackett (23), labourer, Surfeet Hill, Cradley Heath, who met with his death by falling down a marlhole belonging to Messrs.
Swindell and Collis at Old Hill on Saturday night.
Sarah Ann Adams, Hackett Street, Blackheath, stated that she had kept company with the deceased for a fortnight. On Saturday



night she met him close to her home, and they walked together across some fields at Haden Hill. As they were crossing the fields
witness hesitated and told the deceased that she did not think there was a road in existence at the spot. They had missed the foot-
path, and at length they reached a fence. Deceased urged witness to get over the fence, as he would take her a nearer way home.
Witness refused to do so, and then Hackett got over. Witness again warned him not to go over, but upon reaching the other side
deceased held out his hand and said to her, ‘Come on, it is all right.” She drew back, and immediately afterwards her companion
fell backwards and disappeared. Witness, who did not know that a marlhole existed at the spot, shouted loudly for help, but no
one came to her assistance. She then found her way back with much difficulty in consequence of the darkness, and obtained the
assistance of Police-constable Emms, who went to the place.

Police-sergeant Bentley deposed to finding the dead body of the deceased at the bottom of the marlhole. He had fallen a distance
of 50ft, and his cap was upon a small ledge 14ft from the top. Witness had examined the spot, and found that the marlhole was
securely fenced.

Dr. Freer stated that deceased’s neck was broken, and death must have been instantaneous.

Mr. H. R. Makepeace (Government Inspector of Mines) pointed out that the edge of the marlhole was about 10ft from the fence,
and deceased must have walked forward a short distance after getting over the fence.

The jury returned a verdict of Accidental Death.”

County Advertiser 27/8/1904

“On Sunday afternoon the eighth annual parade and service arranged by the various friendly societies in the Old Hill district took
place under favourable circumstances. The proceedings commenced with a large procession.....

The Halesowen Temperance Prize Band started from the OAK TREE INN, Waterfall Lane, at one o’clock, and proceeded down
Waterfall Lane and Clifton Street to Wrights Lane, calling for the societies at the PRINCE OF WALES INN and the BRITISH
OAK INN. Afterwards they marched to the field.....

Upon arrival at the field a grand procession was formed ..... This paraded the principal streets of the locality for some time, after
which they proceeded to a field in High Street, kindly lent for the occasion by Mr. A. E. Sidaway. Here a service was held, the
chair being occupied by Dr. T. E. Mitchell. Notwithstanding the threatening state of the weather there was a large attendance.....
A collection was made upon the route, and at the service, on behalf of the Dudley Guest Hospital, Dudley Dispensary, Birming-
ham Eye Hospital, Birmingham General Hospital, Birmingham Ear and Throat Hospital, and the Old Hill Nurses Fund.”

County Advertiser 1/7/1905

“On Sunday afternoon a shocking discovery was made in the Haden Hill Colliery, Old Hill, belonging to Messrs. W. Bassano and
Co, when two miners and four horses were found dead in the workings.....

On Tuesday afternoon Mr. A. A. Betham (deputy coroner) opened the inquest of the BRITISH OAK INN, Garratts Lane, Old
Hill.....

Dr. T. E. Mitchell deposed to making a post mortem examination of deceased, and attributed death to the inhalation of carbon
monoxide gas. One per cent of this gas would kill within two minutes.

The Deputy Coroner, in summing up, said it was for the jury to consider whether the ventilation in the pit on Sundays was suffi-
cient, and whether anyone was to blame.

The jury, after deliberating for over half an hour returned a verdict of Accidental Death, but considered that this was due to the
ventilation at the time being insufficient. They added a rider to the effect that more care should be exercised in future by persons
in charge of the pit, in keeping the ventilation pure and good on Sundays as well as week days. Mr. A. H. Bassano said that his
firm would carry out the recommendation. He also expressed sympathy with the relatives of the men.”

County Advertiser 22/12/1906

“On Tuesday evening Mr. G. C. Lewis (Coroner) held an inquest at the BRITISKH OAK INN, Garratts Lane, Old Hill, concern-
ing the death of Joseph Raybould (56), carter, formerly residing at Lodge Forge Lane, Cradley, whose dead body was recovered
from the River Stour at Cradley Heath, on the 17" inst.

The evidence showed that on the night of the 15" inst deceased paid a visit to a friendly society club at Cradley Heath, and was
last seen alive when he was walking in the direction of his home. Nothing was seen of or heard of him afterwards until was found
head foremost in the River Stour at Cradley Bridge, on Monday morning, by a woman, several hundred yards away from the place
where he must have got into the water. The body was taken from the water by Police-sergeant Wood, and removed to the Old Hill
mortuary. It was stated that the night was rather foggy and wet, and deceased was supposed to have missed his way when passing
over the bridge, and to have walked up a private road and fallen into the river.

Several of the jurymen commented upon the dangerous position of the road, but the Coroner pointed out that they could do noth-
ing in the matter as the road was a private one.

The jury returned a verdict of Accidental Death.”

County Advertiser 16/2/1907
“The annual dinner of the Old Hill Cricket Club took place on Monday night, at the BRITISH OAK INN, Garratts Lane, Old
Hill.....”

County Express 18/1/1908 - Advert

“On Wednesday. Blackheath And Rowley Regis, Staffs.

Highly Important Sale of Valuable Freehold Shops and Dwelling Houses. To Investors and Others.

Alfred Hill has been instructed to Sell By Public Auction, at the house of Mr. 4. E. Sidaway, the BRITISH OAK INN, High Street,




Old Hill, on Wednesday the 22™ day of January, 1908, at 7.30 on the Evening precisely, subject to Conditions of sale to be then
read.....”

County Express 8/8/1908

“On Sunday afternoon there was held the twelfth annual service promoted by the united friendly societies in the Old Hill district.
The occasion was favoured with brilliant weather, and there was a large attendance at the services. The proceedings opened with
a large procession, which aroused considerable interest in the district. The Old Hill Ironworks Band started from the PRINCE OF
WALES INN, Wrights Lane, at one o’clock, and proceeded to the OLD HOUSE AT HOME INN for sick and draw club, through
Cherry Orchard, calling for Court Robin Hood’s Cave and BRITISH OAK sick and draw club; by way of Wagon Street, calling
for Success-to-the-FOX-HUNT Lodge; Elbow Street for Court Benjamin and KINGS HEAD sick and draw club; Halesowen
Road, calling for Provident Institution, and on to the field. The Cradley Heath Salvation Army Band started from COOKSEY’S
HOTEL at one o’clock with Snowdrop Lodge, by way of Halesowen Road, calling for Court Loyal Marlborough; Bank Street,
Queens Street, High Street, and on to the field. The Cradley Heath Town Prize Band started from the ROSE AND CROWN INN,
Reddal Hill, with Court Robin Hood the Brave; by way of Reddal Hill Road, calling for the WHY NOT sick and draw club, and
on to the BRIDGE INN for Welcome to the Bridge Inn Lodge, across Plant Street, Lawrence Lane, Clyde Street, Petford Street
calling for Druids Society; Pear Tree Street, Riddings Street, New Street, Halesowen Road, calling for Court Royal Sherwood
and Rechabites Society and ROYAL EXCHANGE sick and draw club; High Street to the field. A grand procession was then
formed.....”

County Express 20/3/1909

“On Saturday Mr. G. C. Lewis (coroner) held an inquest at the BRITISH OAK INN, Garratts Lane, respecting the death of Ann
Southall (62), widow, formerly of Petford Street, who died suddenly yesterday week. It was stated that the deceased had suffered
from bronchitis for 20 years, but had not been medically attended for four years. Late on Friday night she was taken suddenly ill,
and died before Dr. Tibbetts could arrive. The recent severe weather had affected the deceased, and Dr. Tibbetts, who made a post
mortem examination, stated that death was due to heart failure as the result of bronchitis. The jury returned a verdict of Death
from Natural Causes.”

Tipton Herald 12/6/1909

“At the BRITISH OAK INN, Garratts Lane, Old Hill, on Monday afternoon, Mr. G. C. Lewis, coroner, held an inquest into the
circumstances attending the death of Daniel Samson Cox, aged 54, labourer, formerly residing in Spring Street, Cradley, who was
found drowned in the canal at Waterfall Lane, Old Hill, on Friday last week.

A son of the deceased, Lawrence Cox, who resides at Spring Street, Cradley, identified the body as that of his father. Witness last
saw him on the 3™ inst, when he appeared to be in good health. He had never heard him complain of any trouble. Deceased had
had his leg broken, but was in receipt of compensation. His father had not said anything to him to make him believe he should
commit suicide. He had no trouble at home. The reason he was in Old Hill district might be that he had been to see his sister at
Blackheath.

A thirteen year old lad named Alfred Robinson, of Powke Lane, Blackheath, deposed that on the 4" inst shortly after 12 o’clock he
was standing on the Waterfall Lane Bridge, when he saw the deceased walking along the towing path in the direction of Old Hill.
Suddenly deceased stopped, laid his stick on the path, and put his feet in the water, holding to the side of the bank. Deceased
started splashing with his feet, and he loosed the side and went into the water. Deceased did not shout or struggle. He went under
several times. Then witness ran home and told his mother.

Ernest Gill, of Old Hill, said he saw the deceased about 12 o’clock. There was nothing in the man’s conduct that was out of the
common.

Daniel Lewis, of Station Road, spoke to getting the body out of the water at 12.50 on the date named. The body was floating in
the middle of the canal. Witness applied artificial means of respiration, but without success.

Dr. T. M. Tibbetts said he had made a post mortem examination on the body. Death was due to suffocation from drowning.

The Coroner said he deemed it necessary to have a post mortem examination in order to clear up any doubt that might have exist-
ed as to whether deceased was seized with sudden illness and fell into the water.

The Rev. B. Irwin, of Cradley, said he met the deceased prior to the occurrence, and he was then in very good spirits. He ex-
pressed his intention of going to see his daughter at Blackheath, but witness thought that his leg had become painful and he had
gone to see his son in law, who worked close to the canal side.

The Coroner, in summing up, said they had to decide whether the witness Robinson was near enough to the deceased to see what
actually happened. If they did not believe his story, they must return an open verdict.

The jury consulted in private and afterwards returned a verdict of Found Drowned.”

Staffordshire Advertiser 19/6/1909

“The principal meeting of the Staffordshire County Compensation Authority, adjourned from the 11" inst.....

The decision of the local licensing magistrates to refuse the renewal of the FOX HUNT alehouse, Old Hill, tenant, Arthur E. Jew,
was opposed.....

In opening the case, Mr. Lawrence said that the house was fully licensed, and he thought the main fact to be borne in mind in
coming to a decision was the situation of the adjoining licensed houses. There was one —the QUEENS HEAD (a beerhouse) — ac-
tually next door. There was another full licence — the BRITISH OAK — only 51 yards away, and there were others within a short
distance.....”



Tipton Herald 26/6/1909

“On Thursday night a largely attended meeting under the auspices of the Old Hill and Highley Miners’ Association was held at the
BRITISH OAK INN, Garratts Lane, Old Hill, for the purpose of receiving a report from the delegates appointed to interview the
employers with reference to the working of the Eight Hours Act in the district.

A miner presided, and expressed satisfaction that the Eight Hours Act would come into force on the 1% of July. It was not all the
miners had asked for, but they must, at present, be satisfied and see how it worked. One colliery manager had said there was suffi-
cient room to drive a motor car through the Act, and this should only make them more alive to their own interests (hear, hear).....”

Tipton Herald 26/6/1909

“At the BRITISH OAK INN, High Street, Old Hill, on Saturday morning, the Coroner (Mr. G. C. Lewis) held an inquest into the
circumstances attending the death of George King, aged nine years and ten months, of Wagon Street, Old Hill, who was drowned
in the canal at the Fly Colliery Basin, Old Hill, on the 16" inst.

The father of the boy, said he last saw the boy alive on the 16" inst, when he went to play with a number of other lads. He was
present when the body was recovered from the water.

A twelve-year-old boy named Samuel Priest, of Wagon Street, Old Hill, said that on Friday night he went with the deceased to

the Fly Colliery Basin. Deceased got on to one of the boats for the purpose of having a ride upon it. He unloosed the rope, and
pushed the boat off. Witness did not see the deceased fall into the water, but he heard a splash. Then he saw his comrade rise to
the surface of the water. Witness jumped on to the boat, and made an effort to save King by hanging over the side of the boat. He
got hold of the deceased’s coat and tried to pull him out. The weight, however, was too much for him, and he was pulled into the
water. Witness could not swim. He still retained his hold of the deceased’s clothing, but after struggling a short time he became
exhausted and had to let him go. Deceased sank and witness was immediately afterwards rescued.

Frank Evans, fitter, of Clifton Street, Old Hill, stated that upon hearing the cries for help he ran to the spot and saw the last witness
struggling in the water. He put his hand in the water and pulled him out. The body of the deceased was recovered shortly after.
The Coroner said it was clear that the deceased over-balanced himself and fell into the water while playing on the boat. Boys
would be boys, and as long as they took such risks those accidents would happen. At the same time it was very creditable on the
part of Priest to make such a plucky attempt at rescue. Had it not been for the presence of Evans, Priest also would have been
drowned. The thanks of the parents were due to both of them.

The jury returned a verdict of Accidental Death and expressed appreciation of the conduct of Evans and Priest.”

Tipton Herald 31/7/1909

“At the Old Hill Police Court on Wednesday, Mr. A. E. Sidaway, landlord of the BRITISH OAK INN, High Street, made applica-
tion to the Old Hill magistrates for a special license to sell intoxicants on the occasion of the Rowley Regis Fire Brigade Sports
today. It was granted.”

County Express 7/8/1909

“On Monday afternoon an inquest was held by the deputy coroner (Mr. W. L. Lewis), at the BRITISH OAK, Garratts Lane, Old
Hill, concerning the death of Frank Bate (18), horse driver, Long Lane, Blackheath, who was killed whilst following his employ-
ment at the Ramrod Hall Colliery, belonging to Messrs. H. S. Pitt and Co, on the 30" ult. Mr. Johnstone, Government Inspector,
was present at the enquiry.

The evidence showed that the deceased was employed in the underground workings as a horse driver, and on the date named a
tub laden with coal, which was drawn by a horse, jumped the rails. Whilst deceased was making an effort to replace it the horse
plunged and collided with a tree, which had been erected to support the roof. About 14cwt of coal and dirt fell on the deceased,
and before it was possible to rescue him he was suffocated. In reply to a juryman, Mr. Johnstone said so far as he had been able to
ascertain every precaution had been taken for the safety of the miners. The Deputy Coroner said the colliery officials ought not to
have interfered with the place where the accident occurred until the Government Inspector had made his examination.

The jury returned a verdict of Accidental Death.

Much regret has been expressed in the district at the young man’s untimely end. He was a member of the Church Institute and
other societies in the district, and was very much respected.”

County Express 3/12/1910

“On Saturday morning Mr. G. C. Lewis (coroner) held an inquest at the BRITISH OAK INN concerning the death of Daniel
Smart (54), frost nailmaker, Clifton Street, who died suddenly on Wednesday week, at his home.

Pamilla Smart, wife, stated that her husband complained of pains in his side, but otherwise was in good health. On the Wednesday
night while witness was upstairs she heard screams from the children, and on going down found her husband had fallen backwards
into the chair. He died immediately.

Dr. Tibbetts said a post mortem examination had revealed that death was due to heart failure, following on pleurisy.

The jury returned a verdict of Death from Natural Causes.”

1911 Census

68, High Street — BRITISH OAK INN

[1] Albert Eland Sidaway (50), licensed victualler, born Rowley Regis;

[2] Mary Ann Sidaway (47), wife, married 23 years, assisting in the business, born Rowley Regis;
[3] Blanche Mary Chapman (22), niece, assisting in the business, born Rowley Regis;

[4] Albert John Sidaway (19), son, brewer, born Rowley Regis;



[5] Edith Sarah Maria Sidaway (22), daughter, assisting in the business, born Rowley Regis;
[6] John Foley Sidaway (16), son, junior clerk, born Rowley Regis;

[7] Emma Foley Sidaway (12), daughter, school, born Rowley Regis;

[8] Alice Mary Sidaway (7), daughter, school, born Rowley Regis;

[9] Maria Billingham (22), domestic servant, born Rowley Regis:

Dudley Chronicle 26/8/1911

“A meeting of the Old Hill Parade Committee was held on Thursday last week at the BRITISH OAK. Mr. Sam Edwards was

in the chair, and Mr. M. Bagley was vice-chairman. It was resolved that the offer of the Rev. C. L. Tack to conduct a service in
the Tabernacle on behalf of the parade on September 3™ be accepted, and also the offer of Councillor Fry to preside at the organ.
Messrs. Edwards and Partridge were deputed to arrange with two artistes to give their services.

Dr. Tibbetts is to be asked to preside.

A hearty vote of thanks was accorded Mr. Tom Edge for his excellent services in regard to the flower stalls, a similar compliment
being accorded Inspector Needham and his staff.

The 5s prize for the best turnout at the parade was won by the PEAR TREE Sick and Draw Club, and Mr. J. H. Taylor, who re-
ceived it on their behalf, handed it over to the funds.”

County Express 2/9/1911

“On Saturday morning the Coroner (Mr. G. C. Lewis) held an inquest at the BRITISH OAK, High Street, Old Hill, concerning the
death of Samuel George Danks (18), labourer, Garratts Lane, Old Hill, who was drowned whilst bathing in the Birmingham canal
at Garratts Lane on the previous day.

John Henry Danks, father of the deceased, said his son was a labourer at Messrs. Lowe’s timber yard, Powke Lane. Between one
o’clock and 1.30 on the Friday he came home and had a fairly good dinner. He was ten minutes to a quarter of an hour at dinner,
and then went off in hurry to bathe. Witness did not know he was going. The place where he bathed was close to his works, and
about 100 yards away from his home. Witness heard of the fatality about two o’clock while at work. He was informed that his
son could swim, but he had never seen him in the water.

Alfred Collins, Broad Street, Kingswinford, stated that he was employed at Messrs. Lowe’s timber works and knew deceased. He
was bathing with deceased at 1.35 on the Friday, Danks having come down to the water a few minutes before. He did not see him
come. They were bathing close to the works, and deceased appeared to be undressing in a hurry. Witness had bathed with de-
ceased several times. He was a swimmer but not a good one. Deceased had been swimming in the water about ten minutes when
he went down. Witness was about 100 yards away, and he got out of the water and ran along the side, but before he could get him
out deceased went down. Witness saw him struggling and he only went down once. Witness was about to catch hold of him when
he sank. Witness got him up within twenty seconds from the time he sank. Witness got him on the boat, ran the water out of him,
and tried artificial respiration for five minutes, after which time a sailor succeeded him and continued the efforts until the doctors
arrived and pronounced life extinct. He did not hear deceased shout when he sank.

Charles Edwards, another employee at Messrs. Lowe’s, said he was sitting on the canal side when he saw deceased hurrying from
his room to the boat for the purpose of undressing. He got into the water, and a little later witness turned round and saw him
struggling with his hands above his head.

Dr. Tibbetts said when he arrived artificial respiration was continued for five minutes without success.

The Coroner: Can you say whether he was drowned or whether he died from heart failure? — Dr. Tibbetts: I should say he had
died from exhaustion after having had a hearty meal. Deceased would be fatigued.

The Coroner: Would it be his heart failure which would cause him to go down? — Dr. Tibbetts: He would be spent and would go
down.

The jury returned a verdict of Accidental Death.”

County Express 16/9/1911

“The Coroner (Mr. G. C. Lewis) held an inquest at the BRITISH OAK, High Street, on Saturday respecting the death of an un-
named child of Nora Priest wife of David Priest, of Wagon Street, which took place on the previous day ten minutes after birth, the
mother having not been attended by a doctor.

Mrs. Jemima May, of High Street, said she attended Mrs. Priest at the birth. The baby was born ten minutes to six the previous
day, and it died ten minutes later. There was nothing unusual to account for death. Witness would have sent for a doctor if she
had had time.

Dr. T. M. Tibbetts said he had seen the child that morning. The cause of death was suffocation. Such a thing might easily happen.
Had a doctor been attending the mother and recognised what was the matter he might have saved the child.

The jury agreed that there was no neglect on the part of the midwife, and returned a verdict of Death from Suffocation.”

Albert Eland Sidaway, BRITISH OAK, 68, and brewer, 27, High Street. [1912]
Albert Eland Sidaway — see also DUKE WILLIAM.

County Express 31/8/1912

“An enquiry was held at the BRITISH OAK INN, Old Hill, on Tuesday, by the Coroner (Mr. C. G. Lewis) touching the death of
George Plant, of Nolan Villa, Graingers Lane, Cradley Heath. The deceased was a colliery agent, and was found poisoned in his
house on Saturday night.




The widow gave evidence of identification. She stated that on Saturday the deceased came home at half-past three and went out
shortly afterwards. He came back about five, and had his tea. He then went to lie down. The first she knew of anything wrong
was about 7.30 when her daughter called out, ‘Oh! Mother. Come to father, he’s hurt himself.” She went and found him in an
unconscious condition on the sofa.

The Coroner: Do you know this bottle? — Witness: I have never seen it before.

Do you know what cause your husband had to do this? Had he any troubles? — His master died a month ago, and he has not been
the same man since. He had worked for him for seven years, and they were more like brothers than master and servant. He was
never treated as a servant.

Do you think the death of his master made him take his life? —1I am certain.

Dr. Waugh said he was sent for at 7.45pm, but the man was dead when he arrived. Witness was handed the bottle produced, and
he found it contained nicotine, judging from the smell. He made a post mortem examination, and found there were no signs of
injury. The organs were all perfectly healthy. From the signs he found he came to the conclusion that death took place owing to
nicotine poisoning.

PC Weston was called, and questioned by the Coroner as to the discovery of the bottle of nicotine, but he said the bottle was hand-
ed him by the doctor.

Dr. Waugh stated that the bottle was taken out of the deceased man’s pocket by a neighbour.

The Coroner, addressing the jury, said the cause of death was perfectly clear. He would like to tell the jury this. He was informed
on proper authority that the deceased’s business concerns were quite in order, and there was nothing to suggest there was anything
wrong. He rather came to the conclusion that the widow’s surmise was correct, and that the man was depressed owing to the death
of his employer.

The jury returned a verdict of Suicide whilst of Unsound Mind.”

County Express 16/11/1912

“The coroner (Mr. G. C. Lewis) held an inquest at the BRITISH OAK INN, Garratts Lane, Old Hill, on Wednesday, touching the
death of Alfred Nock (61), miner, Bloomfield Street, Halesowen, who died suddenly at Old Hill railway station on Monday.
Hugh Watson, son-in-law, said deceased left home at 6.20 in his usual health. He was last attended by a doctor in July for a chest
affection.

Harold Pasfield, booking clerk, stated that he heard a fall in the waiting room, and found the deceased lying unconscious on the
floor. He applied some smelling salts, but the man gave one movement and expired.

Dr. T. E. Mitchell deposed that a post mortem revealed signs of an old standing depressed fracture of the skull. This, however,
had nothing to do with the death, which was due to syncope, brought about by fatty degeneration of the heart. The morning was
boisterous, and probably deceased had hurried to the station. That would accelerate his death.

The jury returned a verdict of Death from Natural Causes.”

Tipton Herald 22/2/1913

“The body of Daniel Weston, aged 21, striker, of Cherry Orchard, Old Hill, was recovered from the Birmingham canal near the
Fly Colliery, Old Hill, on Saturday.

The young man, it is stated, left home at 11pm on Friday evening. It being his usual custom to have a walk, after partaking of
supper. On Saturday morning his jacket was found on the towing path. PC Flowers recovered the body, which was removed to
the mortuary in High Street, Old Hill, to await an enquiry.

An inquest into the circumstances attending the sad occurrence was held at the BRITISH OAK, High Street, Old Hill, on Friday
afternoon. It was conducted by Mr. W. C. Checkley. Mr. A. Thompson was the foreman of the jury.

Lavinia Weston, 19, Cherry Orchard, Old Hill, was the first witness. She said she was the brother of the deceased, who was a
fitting striker in the employ of Messrs. Stewart and Lloyds, at the Lion Works, Old Hill. She last saw him alive at ten past 11 on
the 14" inst. He was then apparently in good health.

The Coroner: Was he sober? — Yes, sir. Well he had had a pint of beer, but he was sober.

He had had beer, but was not drunk? — Yes.

Did he have his supper? — Yes, and then he went out. He usually went out after supper and stayed out half an hour or more.

Had he had any trouble? — He had a touch of the rheumatic fever just before Christmas.

But he got over it? — He has not been the same boy since.

Has he ever threatened to take his own life? — No, but on the Friday night father asked him what was the matter. He had some-
thing heavy on his mind, but he would not say what it was.

Did you think he would do anything in the shape of taking his life? — No. We left the door open all night. When I shouted him at
5.0 in the morning he was not there.

At the inquest of the Coroner, PC Flowers asked questions of the witness.

Did you receive 6s 8d from your brother? — He put it on the table and told me to take it upstairs when I went.

That was something unusual? — Yes.

Mr. Thompson: Have you ever heard him threaten to take his life? — No.

Mr. Willetts: Did he give you any reason for taking the money upstairs? — No.

It would seem strange, wouldn’t it? — I did not think anything about it.

Mr. Thompson: When he did not return did you think to report his absence? — We left the door open as usual. We went to bed and
took no notice of it.

Mr. Thompson: It is rather strange.

Reuben Willetts, 86, Clifton Street, Old Hill, a fitting maker at Messrs. Stewarts and Lloyds, said the deceased was his striker. He




had worked for him 2% years. The relations between them had been pleasant. So far as he knew deceased had no trouble on his
mind.

The Coroner: Have you given him notice? — No, but on the previous Monday he told me he should give me notice on Saturday. I
said, ‘Oh, all right, if that is it. Let me work comfortably until the weekend.” He did not turn up on the Tuesday. He came on the
following day, and worked up till Friday night, when I paid him 10s. It is a common thing for people to have a miff as in most
trades. They were generally made up in no time.

Have you ever heard him threaten to take his own life? — No.

PC Flowers: Was the quarrel about the tools? — Well, it was like this. We had a quarrel, but really it was not a quarrel. He struck
over a tool three times, and it flew across the shop. Then he struck again too hard, and I told him to chuck it as I should not have
it, and he could chuck it if he was not satisfied.

Mr. W. Willetts: Did he do it intentionally? — No, any man might do it.

The Coroner: Was he in a temper? — Yes.

Benjamin Homer. 40, Garratts Lane, Old Hill, said he was a labourer in the employ of Messrs. Fellows at the Fly Colliery. When
he went to the canal on the day in question, he saw the deceased’s coat near the canal. Later in the day, a man named Charles
Underhill told him that he had heard as he came along the railway line deceased had threatened to commit suicide, and that the
coat was his.

The Coroner: Enquiries have been made and Underhill denies it.

Witness: It’s true that he told me.

Mr. Thompson: Are you prepared to swear that Underhill told you that Weston told him he was going to drown himself? — I did
not say that. I said Underhill told me that he had heard.

Mr. Thompson: The probability is somebody must know of it.

PC Flowers said he recovered the body at Sam on the Saturday, minus the coat. I have seen Underhill, he proceeded, and he said
he did not tell Homer that Weston was going to drown himself. He said that he had heard that he was, but he could not say who
had told him. I have made exhaustive inquiries, but can get to know nothing further. They did not seem to render the assistance
they ought to.

In summing up, the Coroner said the case was a most extraordinary one. He was sorry they had no further evidence. Rumours of
the kind they had heard did sometimes get about after the event. There was no direct evidence to how the man got into the water,
and there was no evidence that he 