ANCHOR

6, (11), Anchor Road, Deepfields, COSELEY

OWNERS

Edward Jones, bucket maker, Woodcross, Sedgley

William Foster, colliery proprietor, Wood Cross, Sedgley

Joseph Maloney, 5 Fairview Terrace, Moxley Road, Darlaston

Isaac Millard, BOAT INN, Deepfields (acquired on 8" July 1927)
Truman, Hanbury, Buxton and Co. Ltd. (acquired on 26" October 1928)

LICENSEES

Benjamin Collins [7828] — [1842]
William Collins [1841] — 1845);

Edward Jones (1845 — 1850);

Thomas Willetts (1850 — 1879);

Joseph Reed (1879 —1891);

Benjamin Clarke (1891 —1892);

William Alfred Whitehouse (1892 — 1893);
Sarah Williams (1893 — 1895);

Mrs. Sarah Jane Agnes Rice (1895 —1907);
Alfred Thomas Clark (1907 —1911);
Jemima Jane Clark (1911 - 1912);

Joseph Smith (1912 - 1918);

Bert Wilson (1918 — 1920);

Joseph Maloney (1920 —1927);

Isaac Millard (1927 —1928);

George Barnbrook (1928 —1935);

Mrs. Harriet Barnbrook (1935 — /1940]

NOTES

11, Anchor Road [1871], [1881], [1891]
6, Anchor Road [1939]

CROWN AND ANCHOR  /1845]

Wolverhampton Chronicle 11/9/1844 - Advert
“An Excellent Canal Boat.

To Be Sold By Auction, By Richard Corbett, By Direction of the committee of management of the Bilston Boat Society (in con-
sequence of one of the members being in arrears in his payments), on Monday, the 16" day of September, 1844, at Mr. William
Collins, the ANCHOR public house, Deepfields, in the County of Stafford, at three o’clock in the afternoon, subject to conditions
then to be read.

An excellent Oak Open Boat, in a very substantial state of repair. May be viewed in the forenoon of the day of sale, by applying
at the ANCHOR public house aforesaid.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 20/8/1845 - Advert
“ANCHOR INN, Deepfields, Coseley.

Edward Jones respectfully informs his friends that he has taken the above old established Inn and hopes to receive a share of their
patronage and support.

N.B. All persons having any claim upon the late Mr. Benjamin Collins, or upon Mr. William Collins, in respect of the business
carried on by them at the said inn, are requested forthwith to send the same to Mr. Jones, to be examined and discharged; and all
persons indebted must pay the same to Mr. Jones.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 13/5/1846
“An inquest was held on Monday last, before T. M. Phillips, Esq, coroner, at the ANCHOR INN, Deepfields, on the body of John

Bentley, a child between one and two years old, who fell into a pool of water, while playing near the house of his father, at Three-
score Bridge. Verdict Accidental Death.”



Staffordshire Advertiser 20/6/1846

“An inquest was held on Tuesday last, at the ANCHOR INN, in Deepfields, in the parish of Sedgley, on the body of Sarah Grif-
fiths, about five years of age, who was found drowned in the canal, near Ten Score Bridge, on Monday last. The child was last
seen alive at the door of a neighbour about eight o’clock, on Monday evening. She had blacked her face, and said to another girl
that she would go to the river to wash it. She went in the direction of the canal. The Jury returned a verdict of Accidental Death.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 5/8/1846
“The following inquests have been held before Thomas Moss Phillips, Esq, coroner.....

On Tuesday the 28" ult. at the ANCHOR DEEPFIELDS, on the body of John Rogers, an engineer, who died from scalds in conse-
quence of having neglected ‘to pack’ the engine. Verdict, Accidental Death.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 21/4/1847
“On Friday last an inquest was held at the ANCHOR public house, the Deepfields, in the parish of Sedgley, on the body of Thom-

as Harper, six years of age (son of Thomas Harper, of Ettingshall, brickmaker), whose clothes caught fire in his father’s house, on
the previous Wednesday morning. The boy immediately ran out of the house, and was met by William Potter, a brickmaker, who
instantly took him up and extinguished the flames by putting him in the canal, which runs within about ten yards of his parents’
house. He was most dreadfully burnt upon various parts of his body, and died on Thursday forenoon. Verdict, Accidental Death.”

Edward Jones was also listed as a sheet ironworker in general. [1849], [1850]

Thomas Willetts = Thomas Willitts = Thomas Williams

Birmingham Journal 3/11/1855 - Advert
“Malt Crushers.

Parties requiring Malt Crushers would do well before purchasing to inspect those made by Richard Thompson, Pot House Bridge
Foundry, Bilston, Staffordshire.

They can be seen at work at the following places.....

Mr. Willett’s, ANCHOR INN, Deepfields.”

Birmingham Journal 5/4/1856 - Advert
“Desirable Freehold Houses and Land, at Cinder Hill, in the parish of Sedgley.

By Wm. England, on Monday Next, the 7" day of April at Mr. Willett’s, the ANCHOR INN, Deepfields, near the Railway Station,
at Five o’clock in the evening, subject to conditions then to be produced.....”

1861 Census

Deepfields

[1] Thomas Willetts (43), unmarried, victualler, born Dudley;
[2] Catherine E. Willetts (70), mother, born Tipton;

[3] Hannah Willetts (31), sister, born Tipton;

[4] James Ball (22), domestic servant, born Dudley:

Birmingham Daily Post 24/2/1863
“An inquiry was made yesterday, at Mr. Willett’s, the ANCHOR INN, Deepfields, touching the sad and lamented death of Mr. J.

J. Williams, of this place, whose demise we briefly recorded in Saturday’s Post. Mr. T. M. Phillips was the Coroner, and the Jury
was a respectable one.

David Jeavons deposed to the deceased being a maltster, about 23 years of age. On Tuesday last, the deceased called on wit-
ness, at Mamble Square, about six in the evening, and was then rather the worse for drink. He had a glass of ale and a share of
two pints of ale at my father’s house, at Mamble Square. After staying about half-an-hour, deceased proposed to go to a benefit
concert at the Bilston Theatre, I consented. Before going, deceased said, ‘I will make you a present,” and, taking a gold ring off
his finger, gave it to me. We then proceeded to Bilston, and, having had some tripe there, went to the Theatre. Before the perfor-
mance we came out and had a glass of brandy and water each. During the evening, we had several glasses of brandy at intervals,
during the performance. When at the SHAKESPEARE INN, at one of the intervals, the deceased pulled a percussion cap out of
his pocket, and told me to throw it into the fire. I put it into my pocket instead. He then took a pistol out of his inside pocket and
showed it to me, and told me it was loaded with a bullet, remarking it would warm someone up, if he were molested on the way
home. We returned to the theatre, and saw a person by the name of Joseph Tart. Deceased, Tart, and myself went out and had a
brandy at the VINE INN, and returned to the theatre at about nine o’clock. Deceased left about ten o’clock. He appeared drunk,
and I did not see him again alive. When he left he looked wild about the eyes, and I told him so. I had never had a present from
him before.

Joseph Tart, licensed victualler, of Moxley, deposed to meeting deceased at Bilston, about eight o’clock, on Thursday last, at the
theatre. Deceased said, ‘David (meaning the last witness) has a ring; get it from him and stick to it.” (Witness here corroborated
last witness as to going out to drink several times.) When out of the theatre deceased asked me to lend him some ‘sugar’ and I lent
him 25s. Afterwards deceased gave me his gold Albert chain, and said, ‘Keep this for my sake, and let no one have it.” I believe
he was not right in his head, as he looked like a ghost. Did not see him after he finally left the theatre.

Thomas Willetts deposed that at a little past twelve on Thursday night last, while upstairs, I heard a report of fire-arms apparent-



ly at the back of my house, rushed out of doors and went to the side of the canal which fronts deceased’s house. Saw deceased
sitting on the stone step with a pistol in his right hand. The house door was open and a quantity of blood was running in and out
of doors. Iimmediately fetched Constable Blewitt, who was in my house at the time, and taking the pistol out of the hand of
deceased, Blewitt and others carried him into his house, where he expired in a few minutes. His wife and servant girl were in the
house. I found no bullet or shot marks. Deceased was thrown from a trap about three weeks ago and he had been drinking ever
since.

This was corroborated by Parish Constable Blewitt.

Martha Smith, domestic servant, stated that the deceased and her mistress lived happily together and never quarrelled. Knew no
reason for committing such a rash act. Mistress and herself were up when he returned home and hearing his footstep opened the
door. He, however, sat on the door step, and suddenly they heard the report of a pistol. Deceased gave a parcel to his wife con-
taining some percussion caps a few nights before, and when asked what they were made for made no answer. Had complained of
his head being nearly turned.

It was afterwards proved that he had been indulging in drink very freely for some time, and that he was in good circumstances.
A verdict of Died from Temporary Insanity, brought about by excessive drinking, was returned.”

Staffordshire Advertiser 30/1/1864

“Thomas Welch, who had been previously committed from the Borough Police Court, and who had made an attempt to escape
from the lock-up, as reported in last week’s Advertiser, was committed for trial on two charges of stealing coats, one the proper-
ty of Joseph Millmere, from Millmere Furnaces, Bilston; the other the property of Benjamin Jeavons, from the ANCHOR INN,
Deepfields. Both coats were pawned on the 8™ and the tickets were taken from the prisoner the same day at the lock-up.”

Aris’s Birmingham Gazette 28/8/1869
“The annual licensing meeting for the Bilston division took place yesterday, at the Police Court.....

The following is the list of the licensed victuallers who have been fined during the year.
Permitting Drunkenness ..... Thos. Willetts, ANCHOR, Deepfields, to pay costs.”

1871 Census

11, Anchor Road

[1] Thomas Willetts (52), unmarried, victualler, born Netherton;
[2] Jemima Willetts (46), sister, housekeeper, born Tipton;

[3] Hannah M. Washington (20), cousin, born Netherton;

[4] Louisa Evans (20), general servant, born Sedgley:

Birmingham Daily Post 12/8/1874 - Advert
“Wanted, a Situation as Gardener, Head or Single hand, by a thoroughly practical married man. Understands his profession in all

its branches. Excellent character.
Apply personally to 7 Willetts, ANCHOR INN, Deepfields, Bilston.”

Dudley Herald 6/12/1879 - Advert

“Old-Licensed & Other Houses, Deepfields. Residence &c, Woodcross, Sedgley

Messrs. Sollom and Barnett, are instructed to include in their sale of properties, at the STAR AND GARTER HOTEL, Wolver-
hampton, on Thursday, December 11, 1879, at Six for 6.30 in the Evening, subject to conditions of Sale, the following Valuable
Properties.....

Deepfields and Woodcross, Sedgley. Freehold Old-Licensed Public-House, Cottages, and Residence.

Lot 3. The desirable Old-Licensed House and Premises, known as the ANCHOR INN, situate at Deepfields, adjoining the
Birmingham Canal, and now in the occupation of Mr. John Harper or his under-tenant. The house contains bar, two parlours,
taproom, pantry, clubroom, four bedrooms, brewhouse with maltroom over, and cellar. Outside are stables for seven horses, with
loft over, pigstye, yard, &c; also a House with Shop on the canal side, now occupied by William Attwood. Annul rental £45. The
land, inclusive of buildings, contains 583 square yards or thereabouts.....”

Joseph Reed = Joseph Reid

1881 Census

11, Anchor Road

[1] Joseph Reed (49), licensed victualler, born Manchester;

[2] Elizabeth Reed (55), wife, born Banbury;

[3] William Sargent (16), stepson, assistant, born Wolverhampton:

Evening Express 23/8/1881

“Joseph Reed, landlord of the ANCHOR INN, Deepfields, was charged with being drunk on his own premises, on Wednesday
night last. Defendant was found by Police-constable Jackson in a drunken condition, cursing his wife, and violently conducting
himself. He was fined 10s and costs.”

Evening Express 22/12/1881




“On Wednesday W. H. Phillips, Esq, coroner, made an inquiry at the ANCHOR INN, Deepfields, touching the death of Phoebe
Hill (77), who was found lying dead in the Anchor Lane on Sunday morning last.

A number of witnesses were examined, and, from their evidence, it appeared that the deceased, who was a pauper, went on Satur-
day morning for her relief, but did not return to her home, at Ettingshall. She was, however, seen about ten o’clock on Saturday
night by a young woman named Elizabeth Simner, at which time she appeared ill, and was sitting down in the road, and, when
spoken to, threw away a bottle which was by her side. Deceased, being found to be drunk, was left to herself. The next morning,
about eight o’clock, a blacksmith, named George Crumpton, found the deceased quite dead in the same road surrounded by a
little snow. She had a bag with her containing bread, cheese, and bacon, and a purse having 2s 0%d in it. There were no marks of
violence on her. It was stated deceased had been drinking at a public house in the neighbourhood.

The jury returned a verdict that Deceased died from Exposure to the Wind.”

Birmingham Daily Post 4/1/1884
“Yesterday, a shocking discovery was made near Deepfields Station. About 8.15am, Thomas Lewis, postman, Coseley, whilst

passing along the canal side, had his attention arrested by groans which proceeded from the direction of a neighbouring cin-
der-mound. On examination he found a young woman named Eliza Cartwright (21), lying in a pool of blood. The police were
instantly communicated with, as was also Dr. Clendinnen, of Coseley, who found that Cartwright, who was unconscious, had been
dreadfully maltreated. She had no less than a dozen wounds, most of which were about the head, and penetrated to the bone. The
largest was at the back of her right ear, and measured 3in by 3'2in. There were numerous indications of a desperate struggle hav-
ing taken place, and the poor creature had been dragged a distance of thirty yards from where she had been first attacked. Blood,
hair, and flesh were found on several cinders, with which it is surmised she was attacked. A short distance away, and wrapped in
an apron, were found a large cinder. She was removed to the ANCHOR INN, Deepfields, and in the afternoon was conveyed to
the South Staffordshire General Hospital, Wolverhampton. But faint hopes are entertained of her recovery. It appears Cartwright
worked at the brickyard of Mr. James Turner, Deepfields, and left her home at Daisy Bank at seven o’clock yesterday morning.
She then had her breakfast with her, and this was found a few yards from the spot where she was discovered. So far as is known
she had no male acquaintance, and no motive can be conjectured for the crime.”

[Eliza Cartwright died later on 3 January. At the inquest the jury returned a verdict of Wilful Murder by Some Person
Unknown.]

Hampshire Telegraph 26/1/1884
“One hundred pounds reward has been offered by the Government for the discovery of the murderer or murderers of the girl Eliza

Cartwright, at Deepfields, on the 3% inst.”
[No-one appears to have been tried for the murder.]

Dudley and District News 22/3/1884

“Joseph Reed, landlord of the ANCHOR INN, Deepfields, was charged with permitting drunkenness on his licensed premises. On
Thursday, the 28% ult, at 12.40pm, PS Ellis visited defendant’s and found in the taproom a man named Thomas Bunn, boatman,
drunk and asleep, the landlord sitting at the same table. He afterwards went into a front room and found there a man and his wife,
named Keen, boat people, both drunk and using bad language.

The Stipendiary asked defendant to produce his license, but he replied he had left it at home, upon which the Stipendiary informed
him that he was liable to a penalty of not exceeding £10. Defendant had been fined several times for various offences.

For not producing his license he was now fined 10s and costs, or 14 days’ imprisonment, and for permitting drunkenness 20s and
costs, or 14 days with hard labour, total £2 0s 6d.”

Birmingham Daily Post 30/8/1884
“The Bilston annual Brewster Sessions took place yesterday.....

After consulting for a short time, the Bench decided to renew all the old licenses, with the exception of the following, whose hold-
ers have been fined during the past year, and who will have to apply again at the adjourned meeting on the 26" prox.....
ANCHOR, Coseley.”

AND

Birmingham Daily Post 27/9/1884

“Yesterday Bilston adjourned Brewster Sessions was held.....

Chief Superintendent Longden presented the list of publicans who had been convicted during the year. The Bench, after severely
cautioning the persons in question, agreed to renew the licenses.”

Birmingham Daily Post 4/11/1890
“Mr. W. H. Phillips (coroner) held an inquest at the ANCHOR INN, Deepfields, yesterday afternoon, relative to the death of Mary

Ann Stanley (59), boatwoman, who met with her death by drowning on Friday night. Thomas Stanley, husband of the deceased,
said the boat was going to Scunnerhill. He put it up to stop at the ANCHOR while he transacted some business. After a lapse of
twenty minutes he heard that a woman had been drowned in the canal, and found that it was his wife. He had told her not to leave
the boat. There was a bright light opposite. John Walters said he saw some boys throwing into the canal at something which float-
ed in the water. He recovered it, and found it to be the body of a woman. The jury returned a verdict of Found Dead.”

1891 Census
11, Anchor Square - ANCHOR INN



[1] Joseph Reed (59), publican, born Manchester;
[2] Elizabeth Reed (65), wife, born Banbury:

Birmingham Daily Post 30/5/1891
“At Wolverhampton Police Court, yesterday — before the Stipendiary Magistrate (Mr. Neville) — Joseph Reid, landlord of the

ANCHOR INN, Deepfields, appeared to charges of being drunk on his own licensed premises and permitting drunkenness; and
William Sargeant, of Deepfields, was summoned for being drunk on Reid’s premises. On the 9™ inst, Police-constable Pallett
visited Reid’s house, and found him and Sargeant drunk and asleep in the taproom. On Reid being aroused by a boatman who
entered, he got up and fell against the bar. The officer visited the house later on, and found the two men still under the influence
of drink. Reid denied that he was drunk, though he admitted he had had a drop too much. He was fined 10s and costs for being
drunk on his premises, this being the second conviction for a like offence; and for permitting drunkenness a fine of £5 and costs
was imposed. Sargeant was fined 1s and costs.”

Benjamin Clarke = Benjamin Clark

Birmingham Daily Post 6/11/1895
“At Bilston Police Court, yesterday, a rough-looking man, named George Porter, of Bradley, was charged with doing wilful

damage to glasses and jugs, the property of Agnes Rice, landlady of the ANCHOR INN, Deepfields, refusing to quit the premises,
and assaulting PC Ward. On the previous night the prisoner entered the public house and drank the beer of several customers. He
was remonstrated with, whereupon he bit pieces out of the glasses. As he refused to leave PC Ward was sent for. The officer was
violently assaulted by the prisoner, who kicked him in the side and face. A sentence of four months’ hard labour was passed.”

1901 Census

Anchor Road

[1] Sarah J. A. Rice (41), married, licensed victualler, born Hurst Hill;
[2] Lucy H. Rice (17), daughter, born Deepfields;

[3] Joel A. Rice (11), son, born Deepfields;

[4] Dan A. Rice (14), son, apprentice to cabinet maker, born Deepfields:

Tipton Herald 7/3/1903

“Sedgley Licensing Sessions ..... ANCHOR, Deepfields.

Objection was raised on the grounds that the license was not required and the house difficult of police supervision.

Mr. W. A. Foster said a wall had been built to the satisfaction of the police, and he took it that the objection was withdrawn.
Superintendent Walters said the work was not quite finished. He withdrew the objection.

The license was renewed.”

1911 Census

Deepfields - ANCHOR INN

[1] Jemima Jane Clark (55), widow, licensed victualler, born Coseley;

[2] Annie Lockley (17), general servant, born Coseley:

Alfred Thomas Clark and Jemima Jane Clark — see also FORGE HAMMER, Bilston.

Isaac Millard was born in 1877, the son of David and Ruth Millard.
See also BOAT.

1939 Register
6, Anchor Road

[1] Harriet Barnbrook, date of birth 10/1/1877, public house licensee, widowed;
The license was transferred in 1957.

It was demolished ¢.1960.

APPLE TREE

38, Castle Street, COSELEY

OWNERS

Moses Stanley, licensed victualler, Ettingshall Road, Coseley



Mrs. Jane Grainger, Deepfields

James Baker, medical practitioner, Hurst Hill, and Alfred Sherwin, rate collector
John Arthur Grange

Wolverhampton and Dudley Breweries Ltd.

LICENSEES

James Onions [1871]

Thomas Banks [1873]—1877);
Richard Mills (1877 — 1878);
Thomas Darby (1878 — 1879);
Francis Evans (1879 — 1882);
Rosanna Evans (1882 — 1886);

John Poulton (1886 — 1887);
Rosannah Poulton (1887 — 1894);
Francis ‘Frank’ Evans (1894 —1906);
Thomas Millard (1906 — 1913);

John Arthur Grange (1913 - /7940]
James Sidney Mitton Turley [ |- 1941)
Bill Nicholls [ ]-1961):

NOTES
It was originally the MINERS ARMS.
It had a beerhouse license.

1871 Census

38, Castle Street

[1] James Onions (41), MINERS ARMS, born Tipton;
[2] Eliza Onions (44), wife, born Kidderminster;

[3] Emma Onions (18), daughter, born West Bromwich;
[4] Betsy Onions (14), daughter, birthplace not specified;
[5] Joseph Onions (12), son, born Tipton;

[6] Alice Onions (9), daughter, born Tipton;

[7] Sarah Ann Onions (7), daughter, born Tipton;

[8] James Onions (5), son, born Tipton;

[9] George Onions (3), son, born Sedgley;

[10] Maria Haughton (10), visitor, born Brierley Hill;
[11] Jeann Wright (21), visitor, born West Bromwich;
[12] Sarah Wright (8 days), born Sedgley:

1881 Census

38, Castle Street

[1] Francis Evans (35), blacksmith, born Sedgley;

[2] Rosana M(?) B. Evans (37), wife, born Wolverhampton;
[3] Rosana Evans (16), daughter, born West Bromwich;

[4] Francis Evans (12), son, scholar, born Smethwick;

[5] William Evans (5), son, scholar, born Wednesbury;

[6] Samuel E. Evans (3), son, scholar, born Wednesbury;
[7] George Evans (11 months), son, born Wednesbury:

Francis Evans was married to Rosanna.
He died on 24" February 1882.

Rosanna Evans married John Poulton in the 2™ quarter of 1886.

1891 Census

Castle Street

[1] Rosannah Poulton (47), married, public house, born Wolverhampton;
[2] Francis Evans (22), son, brewer, born Harborne;

[3] William Evans (15), son, moulder, born Wednesbury;



[4] Samuel E. Evans (13), painter’s apprentice, born Wednesbury;
[5] George Evans (10), son, scholar, born Sedgley;

[6] Alice M. Evans (8), daughter, born Sedgley;

[7] Caroline Norton (19), domestic servant, born Sedgley:

Rosannah Poulton died on 22" September 1894.

1901 Census

38, Castle Street

[1] Frank Evans (32), beer retailer, born Harborne;
[2] Louisa Evans (33), wife, born Dudley;

[3] Francis H. K. Evans (5), son, born Sedgley;

[4] Alice M. Evans (18), sister, born Sedgley;

[5] Ada Mills (9), visitor, born Sedgley:

Tipton Herald 7/3/1903

“Sedgley Licensing Sessions ..... APPLE TREE, Coseley.

Objection was raised on the grounds that the license was not required and that the house was difficult of police supervision.
Superintendent Walters said he was satisfied with the alterations, and would withdraw the objection.

The license was renewed.”

Francis Evans, beer retailer, Castle Street. [1904]

1911 Census

38, Castle Street — APPLE TREE INN

[1] Thomas Millard (53), licensed victualler, born Coseley;

[2] Rebecca Millard (54), wife, married 10 years, born Coseley;
[3] Lizzie Fellows (26), widow, domestic servant, born Gornal:

Thomas Millard, beer retailer, Castle Street. [1912]

John A. Grange, beer retailer, Castle Street. [1916], [1921]
He was aJ.P. [1935]
He was a councillor.

1939 Register
3, Wilson Road

[1] John A. Grange, date of birth 14/9/1881, licensed victualler, brewer, married;
[2] Ellen Grange, dob 12/10/1884, unpaid domestic duties, married:

Evening Despatch 12/4/1940
“Four Midland Men Aggregate. 150 Years as Licensees. 100 Years as Councillors.

Black Country licensed victuallers have always taken their full responsibility in municipal administration, and particularly is this
true in the area round Dudley.

Tipton, Sedgley, and Coseley Councils are ‘fathered’ by ‘mine hosts’ and the last named authority has another member of the trade
with a long record of pubic usefulness.

The four are: Ald. W. J. W. George, of the JOLLY BREWER INN, Burnt Tree, Tipton; Councillor George Mills, C.C., of the
SWAN INN, Sedgley; Councillor J. Grange, of the APPLE TREE INN, Coseley; and Councillor H. Griffiths, of the QUEENS
HEAD INN, Woodsetton.

Their aggregated service to the community exceeds a hundred years, and as licensed victuallers they total nearly a hundred and
fifty years.

Ald. George had held the license of the JOLLY BREWER for just 50 years, and has continuously served on Tipton Council for 41
years.

Councillor Mills has taken out 39 licenses, and his membership of Sedgley Council covers an unbroken period of 26 years, and
Councillors Grange and Griffiths, who have been licensees for more that 25 years, have between them nearly 40 years service on
Coseley Council.

Many years ago the first three named were the chairmen of the respective councils during the same year.

These interesting facts were revealed to the Evening Despatch reporter by Ald. George, who is shortly retiring from business.....”

James Sidney Mitton Turley died here in 1941.
A team from here took part in the Coseley Crib League. [1946]

It closed in 1961.



It was demolished.
The site was occupied by Trident Centre.

See also Central Drive.

APPLE TREE

5, Central Drive, COSELEY

OWNERS

Wolverhampton and Dudley Breweries Ltd.
Marstons plc

LICENSEES

Bill Nicholls (1961 —[ ]

Ian Stenner [ ]

James John Timmins (1987 —2001)
Mrs. Lynne Morley [2003]

Kerry Banner [2006]

Lisa Mayall [2012]

Paul Davies [2023] manager

NOTES
It opened in September 1961.

lan Stenner was a former wrestler (billed as Pat Patton).
He was married to Susan.
He died on 2™ April 2015, aged 64.

James Timmins was born in Bilston.

He married Beryl on 18" September 1963.
He was Chairman of Coseley Pub Watch.
See also PAINTERS ARMS.

London Gazette 20/5/1991

“Timmins, James John, Public House Manager, of The APPLE TREE, Central Drive ..... lately carrying on business as a Licensed
Victualler, at the PAINTERS ARMS ..... Court — High Court of Justice. Date of filing Petition — 31* October 1990 ..... Date of
Bankruptcy Order — 15" May 1991.....”

Express & Star 22/4/2018

“Residents have vowed to conduct their own contamination checks on a controversial site where a travellers camp is planned.
Around 50 people gathered at the APPLE TREE INN in Coseley to voice their concerns over Dudley Council’s plan to create a
temporary travellers transit site in the borough to halt unauthorised camps. Proposals for the site in Budden Road were approved
by the council’s cabinet last month and now a public consultation is being carried out before a decision is made on the planning
application.

Local resident Tony Sheldon, 70, said, ‘We are going to do our own test on the site to check for contamination. We’re prepared to
do anything to stop it. We will fund it ourselves if we have to.’

Protestors have previously raised concerns over the safety of the site for residential use owing to the level of contamination they
claim is present. The site has been recorded as containing foundry and construction waste. Mr. Sheldon said, “When you stop and
look at the sites that were suggested, how they came up with this as the preferred site I have no idea. There are more appropriate
and cheaper sites to convert. What really gets me is the fact that they couldn’t afford to refurbish the site a few years ago.’

The issue was discussed for more than two hours among residents on the night.

Mr. Sheldon added, ‘It’s been said the site must not be near residents’ properties, but it’s right at the back of people’s houses.
There will be a 10 per cent depreciation in house prices because of the site and house insurance will also be higher. People can’t
afford that kind of money. But you can’t object on that basis — it’s ridiculous.’

Councillor Susan Ridney, the councillor for Coseley East where the site is located, said, ‘If that’s what they want to do, that’s




fine. This site is contaminated. We have raised this at every meeting we’ve been to about this site. The environmental report on
the council’s website supports that argument. There may be children and toddlers on the land and that’s not safe. Whatever your
opinion on travellers is, it’s not safe to put anyone on that site in its present condition.’

However, Councillor Patrick Harley, leader of the council, said the site had been made safe and that there would be no unac-
ceptable risk to human health at the site. ‘The issue of contamination is not new — it has been raised by residents several times
throughout the consultation period,” Councillor Harley said. ‘While we understand their concerns, we have reassured them on a
number of occasions that the site has been made safe. Moreover, as part of meeting planning regulations, the council will have to
demonstrate that in developing a travellers transit site there will be no unacceptable risk to human health. We are very confident
we will be able to do that, and would not be proceeding with it otherwise. We would be more than happy to share relevant reports
regarding contamination with residents if requested. For obvious reasons, we would be uncomfortable with allowing intrusive
investigations by third parties without firm reassurance the site would be restored to its original condition afterwards.’

The public consultation runs until March 24.”

Express & Star 22/3/2021

“Pubs group Marston’s has issued a list of pubs set to reopen in the Black Country on April 12th. In the Express & Star circu-
lation area this takes in 93. Due to coronavirus restrictions they will only be able to accommodate customers in outdoor areas
including beer gardens and seated areas. To accompany table service, Marston’s has introduced an online ordering system called
‘Marston’s Tap’. The online platform is available across the majority of Marston’s pubs for guests to use. Bookings are being ac-
cepted and guests can reserve a table via each pub’s website. Wolverhampton-based Marston’s has an estate of around 1,400 pubs
across the UK and not all in England are able to reopen in April due to not having an outdoor space.....

APPLE TREE, Central Drive, Coseley.”

[2021]

BEACON HOTEL

129, (47), Bilston Street, (129, Bilston Road), (Cinderhill), SEDGLEY

OWNERS

Abraham Carter

Nancy Carter (otherwise Ann)

John Baker, SWAN INN, Dark House Lane
Ellen Baker, widow of John

Joseph Richards, Gorge Road, Hurst Hill
James Fellows

Sarah Hughes (acquired in 1921)

Alfred Hughes [1970]

John Hughes [1984], [2018]

LICENSEES

Abraham Carter [1866] — 1882);

Mrs. Nancy ‘Ann’ Carter (1882 — 1890);
Joseph Richards (1890 — 1902);

John Baker (1902 - 1910);

James Fellows (1910 —1921);

Mrs. Sarah Hughes (1921 —1951);

Alfred Hughes (1951 —1970);

Elsie Adelaide Hughes (1970 —1975);

John Hughes (1975 —[2018]

William Mundon [ ] -2003);

Andy Brough (2003 —[] general manager
Sue Powell [2007]—[2009] general manager
Alex Marchant [2010]—[2018] general manager

NOTES

47, Bilston Street [1871], /1874], [1881], [1891], [1901], [1921]



129, Bilston Road [7900], [1940], [1996], [2003]
129, Bilston Street [1939]

It was a home brew house.
It had a six day license.

It is listed in “The CAMRA National Inventory’ of pub interiors of outstanding historic interest.

Wolverhampton Chronicle 5/9/1866
“The annual meeting for the renewal of existing licenses, and for receiving applications for fresh ones, was held at the Police

Court on Friday.....

Mr. Thurstans made an application on behalf of Abraham Carter, an innkeeper, of Bilston Street. The house had been built at
an outlay of about £600 for the express purpose of a licensed house, and there was every requisite accommodation. Mr. Young
opposed on behalf of Mr. Evans, keeper of the WHITE LION INN, and it was refused.”

Aris’s Birmingham Gazette 31/8/1867
“Yesterday the annual Bilston Licensing Meeting was held at the Public Office.....

Mr. Young applied on behalf of Abraham Carter, of the BEACON INN, Sedgley. Mr. Young stated that the applicant had built the
house in 1864. No license had been granted for any house within a mile of applicant for thirty years. He handed in a memorial
signed by a number of ratepayers. Mr. Stokes opposed on the ground that the place where the house stood was very desolate, had
but few houses, and did not require another licensed house, as there was one within 100 yards of the house. Refused.”

AND

Birmingham Daily Post 31/8/1867

“Yesterday, the annual meeting of Magistrates for the granting of victuallers licenses, in the Bilston Police Division, was held at
the Police Court in that town.....

Mr. Young, Wolverhampton (of the Oxford Circuit), instructed be Mr. J. C. Blene, applied on behalf of Mr. Carter, for a license

to the BEACON INN, Sedgley. As to his client’s character, he believed that he had kept another licensed house for something
like twelve years, and not a single complaint had been made against him. Since that time he had bought some land, and built the
house, the subject of the application. The nearest public houses were two, which were 500 yards from the BEACON, the land-
lords of which had signed the testimonial to the character of Mr. Carter. The house was situated on the road from Sedgley to
Bilston. No license had been granted to a house in that locality for about thirty years. The immediate neighbourhood of the BEA-
CON contained about 120 houses, and he believed twenty of those houses had been built within the last three years. A second
testimonial was presented, signed by a number of commercial travellers, testifying to the inconvenience they had experienced, in
travelling in that locality, through the insufficient accommodation for the stabling of horses and the putting-up of vehicles afforded
by the two other public houses.

Mr. Stokes, of Dudley, opposed for the landlord and occupier of the WHITE LION, contending that additional accommodation
was unnecessary, the house being upon a country road, 500 yards from two others, and only 70 yards from another public house
..... Refused.”

Abraham Carter, beer retailer, Bilston Street. [1868], [1870]

Birmingham Daily Post 29/8/1868
“Bilston. The annual Licensing Sessions for this district were held yesterday, at the Police Court.....

Abraham Carter, of the BEACON HOTEL, Sedgley, applied personally, for a license to his house, but he was opposed by Mr.
Stokes, on behalf of the owner of the WHITE LION ..... Application refused.”

Aris’s Birmingham Gazette 28/8/1869
“The annual licensing meeting for the Bilston division took place yesterday, at the Police Court.....

Abraham Carter, of the BEACON HOTEL, Bilston, applied personally for a license for that house. Mr. Stokes objected, and said
that there was a house which had sufficient accommodation nearly opposite Carter’s; and as his house was only half a mile from
Sedgley, any person could find accommodation there. Refused.”

Aris’s Birmingham Gazette 27/8/1870
“The annual sessions for the renewal of existing and the granting of new licenses to licensed victuallers and beersellers in Bilston

and Sedgley, was held yesterday at the Police Court, Bilston.....
There were six applications for new licensed victuallers’ licenses.....
The application of Abraham Carter, supported by Mr. Best, for a license to a house in Bilston Street, Sedgley, was granted.”

1871 Census

47, Bilston Street

[1] Abraham Carter (50), licensed victualler, born Sedgley;
[2] Nancey Carter (61), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] Mary A. Carter (32), servant, born Sedgley;



[4] Margaret Carter (21), lodger, born Sedgley:

Birmingham Daily Post 31/8/1872
“Bilston Division Annual Licensing Sessions.....

The record of the Chief Constable showed that 28 licensed victuallers and 14 beersellers had been convicted of various offences
against their licenses. Of these five publicans and one beerhouse keeper were only ordered to pay the costs. In the other cases the
fines varied from £10 to 1s. The licenses of 210 licensed houses and a similar number of beerhouses were renewed.

The applications for the renewal of the suspended licenses were postponed till the adjourned licensing day, on the 27" September,
but the certificates were granted to the five licensed victuallers and the beerseller who, as before mentioned, were previously only
ordered to pay the costs. These were.....

Abraham Carter, BEACON HOTEL, Sedgley.”

Birmingham Daily Post 1/1/1875
“The Stipendiary (Mr. I. Spooner) had before him, in the Wolverhampton Police Court, on Wednesday, a case of much interest

to members of friendly societies, and presenting somewhat peculiar phases. Joseph Jones, was summoned for that he, being the
secretary of 969 Branch of the Wolverhampton District Order of United Free Gardeners, did refuse to receive the subscription, on
the 11" inst, of Abraham Carter, then a member. Mr. C. Barrow prosecuted, and Mr. J. E. Underhill defended.

The case for the prosecution was to the effect that the complainant kept the BEACON INN, Bilston Street, Sedgley, where, in
1869, the branch was established, and Mr. Carter became a member. The complainant paid his subscription regularly, but in May
last, owing to a disagreement between him and the members, the society transferred its meeting-house to a neighbouring inn. The
complainant then declined to give up possession of the belongings of the society. By some means a portion of them, however,
were obtained by two members of the society, who were summoned, but dismissed, there being no evidence of felonious intent.
Then the society summoned the complainant for refusing to give up their other belongings, and they got an order in their favour.
The litigation, however, had created much feeling, and on June 21, the following letter was received by the complainant: ‘Mr.
Abraham Carter. Sir and brother, The committee has fined you, Abraham Carter, the sum of 5s, in Brother Humphrey’s case,
and 5s in Brother Millard’s case, for that you, Abraham Carter, did wilfully, knowingly, and maliciously summon the two brothers
before the magistrates, to the great loss of time and a great injury to their feelings, you knowing at the time that such charge was
false, according to the 5" rule, 16" page.” Further, that up to the 28" May, the complainant, excepting some disputed items, was
not in arrear, yet that he had been refused admission into the club room, and his subscription several times, including the day in
question, refused.

The defence, as detailed by Mr. Underhill, and supported by the defendant, was to the effect that the complainant had declined to
pay the two 5s fines stated in the letter; also 5s for striking a member in the club room, and additional fines for other misconduct;
that he had in every way obstructed and tried to injure the branch since it had been removed from his house; and that non-payment
of fines warranted a member being kept out of the club room.

His Worship considered the two 5s fines were improperly imposed; and that even if the complainant had refused to pay other fines,
it would not justify the society in refusing admittance. He doubted whether a member could be fined without substantiating the
charge before magistrates. Besides, it did not seem hardly right that a man should be mulcted in his absence, or without notice of
such intention having been given him. The society, in acting as they had done, had acted wrongly from the beginning, and had
continued to do so throughout. His worship suggested that the 10s as fines for summoning Humphrey and Millard, and 5s fine for
the alleged striking of a member, should be struck off; that the complainant should pay the remaining 18s 6d entered against him,
and that the parties should divide the costs; the summons to be then dismissed. There had been much ill-feeling on each side; the
club had stretched their rules to take their part, and the complainant had exercised violence to take his part.

The suggestion of the Stipendiary was adopted.

(Our correspondent’s parcel containing this and other reports was despatched from Wolverhampton by the 7.40 London and North
Western train on Wednesday evening, and reached us at 7.30 yesterday evening. Twelve miles in twenty-four hours would have
been considered slow work in the old days of stage wagons.)”

Dudley Herald 5/2/1876

“Reuben Carter was charged with assaulting his cousin Abraham Carter, in the WHITE LION public house, Bilston Street, Sedg-
ley on the 24 ult.

Complainant, who is landlord of the BEACON INN, Bilston Street, stated that on the evening in question he attended his club,
which is held at the WHITE LION. As soon as he entered the room the defendant commenced abusing him, and said he was
drunk. To prove he was not he walked up and down the room, and upon sitting down the defendant made use of some very inde-
cent remarks reflecting upon his (complainant’s) adopted daughter, came towards him, and wanted to fight. He got up, and having
fought a few rounds the defendant knocked him down. As he thought he had received sufficient punishment, he was about going
out of the room when the defendant again closed with him, knocked him down, and attempted to thrust his thumb into his eyes.
The defendant admitted fighting, but urged that the complainant was the aggressor, on account of his having fined him 5s through
coming drunk into the lodge room.

He called a witness who corroborated his statement.

The Magistrates dismissed the case.

The parties were then charged with committing a breach of the peace by fighting, to which they pleaded guilty.

They were each ordered to find two sureties in £10 each to keep the peace, in default two months’ imprisonment.”

Birmingham Daily Gazette 3/1/1877



“At the Police Court on Monday, before the Stipendiary, Abraham Carter, landlord of the BEACON HOTEL; and Joseph Colley
and Henry Colley, ironworkers, were charged with assaulting Job Slater, miner, on the night of the 26% ult.

The evidence showed that on the night in question complainant went into the hotel, and a disturbance ensued about a dog, and ulti-
mately defendant Carfer caught hold of him and kicked him out of the house, and subsequently the two other defendants knocked
him down in the street, and ill-used him in a violent manner.

Mr. Spooner said a publican had a perfect right to use main force in pushing an obnoxious person out of his house if he had been
the cause of a disturbance, therefore he would be discharged, but the conduct of the other two defendants was unpardonable, and
he should fine them each 20s and costs, or in default one months’ imprisonment.”

County Express 16/3/1878

“John Hinton, secretary to a friendly society held at the BEACON INN, Bilston Street, Sedgley, was summoned by Richard
Harrison, also a member of the society, for refusing to pay sick money. The complainant said he had been a member of the society
about thirty-one years, but during the past six years he had been ill. On the 5" ult. he sent his daughter to the defendant for 3s sick
money due to him, when he refused to pay it. Defendant said the members of the lodge had never disputed their liability to pay
the money, but they wished complainant to fetch the money instead of sending his daughter for it. Mr. Spooner said that such a
defence was simply superfluous. Complainant said that defendant wanted to give him £4 10s in order that he should not have any
further claim upon the society. Mary Ann Harrison corroborated. Mr. Spooner said he certainly thought that defendant’s conduct
was very singular. He should order him to pay the 3s claimed and 10s 6d costs, and if it was not paid at once he would have to go
to prison.”

County Express 2/8/1879

“A disturbance took place in Gospel End on Monday evening over a right of way and also over a wall. Mr. Abraham Carter, land-
lord of the BEACON HOTEL, gave instructions to some bricklayers to take down a wall. On the men beginning to work a man
named Harrison claimed the wall as his property, and ordered the men not to destroy it. The men, however, continued to demolish
the wall. A general disturbance followed, and the police had to be sent for. The wall having been taken down ‘stakes’ were driven
into the earth, and Carter claimed the land on which the wall stood. The dispute will, it is stated, be fought out in a court of law.”

Dudley Herald 9/8/1879

“At the Sedgley Police Court, on Monday, before the Revs. W. Griffiths and J. Y. Rooker, and Mr. F. A. Homer, Abraham Carter,
landlord of the BEACON HOTEL, was summoned for unlawfully damaging a wall belonging to George Harrison, in Gospel End
Street, on the 28" ult. Mr. Gould appeared for the complainant, and Mr. Hall, of Bilston, for the defendant.

The complainant said the defendant claimed the wall, and on the day in question he (defendant) gave instructions to some men
to knock down witness’s wall, and notwithstanding witness telling the men not to destroy the wall they forced it down, and also
knocked him down with it. He was quite sure that the wall belonged to him and not to the defendant.

For the defence it was contended that defendant had a right of way, and was justified in knocking down the wall.

Mr. Hall said he was of opinion that the Bench should not assume jurisdiction.

The Bench said they considered that defendant had no claim whatever to the property, and they were of opinion that he had acted
in a most unjustifiable manner. Defendant would have to pay a fine of £5 and costs, damages £1, solicitors’ fees, and witnesses’
fees. If the case came again before the Bench they should commit him to prison.

During the hearing of the case the Court was crowded by people interested.”

Dudley and District News 6/11/1880

“Mr. W. H. Phillips (District Coroner) held an inquest on Saturday last at the BEACON HOTEL, Bilston Street Sedgley, touching
the death of Daniel Marsh (64), a watchman who had been found dead in the canal at Round’s Hill, Coseley.

Joseph Foster, boat catcher, said that on going to work at the Round’s Hill Colliery, on Thursday morning shortly after six o’clock,
he met Thomas Fielding, a watchman, who said he had not met deceased during the night. Marsh was employed as a watchman,
and in wet weather it was his duty to scoop water out of the boats. Witness went to the hovel and found deceased’s two dogs, but
the scoop was missing, and on going to the basin of the canal he saw the deceased in a standing position in six feet of water. With
assistance he lifted Marsh out of the water. When he was first moved a lantern fell out of his hand. Witness was of opinion that
the deceased fell off the boat into the canal when scooping water out of the boat.

The Coroner: But don’t you think it dangerous employment to remove water out of boats at midnight? — Witness: The water has
to be removed. On Wednesday night it was very stormy, and the boats were soon partially filled with water, and someone was
obliged to remove the water to keep the boats from sinking.

Where was the body found? — Between the ends of two boats.

Can anything further be done to prevent a similar occurrence? — I do not think there can.

A juryman said the deceased could swim, and he was surprised that he should have been drowned.

The Coroner said it was dangerous employment when it was dark, especially on stormy nights.

PS Ellis said that after the body was taken out of the water he examined it and found the right ear discoloured. In the pockets he
found a watch, 1s 6d in money, and several articles. The watch, which had not run down, stopped at 12.20, and it was supposed
the deceased fell into the water at that time.

The jury returned a verdict of Accidentally Drowned.”

1881 Census
47, Bilston Street - BEACON HOTEL



[1]1 Abraham Carter (60), publican, born Sedgley;

[2] Nancy Carter (70), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] James Baker (47), lodger, bedstead fitter, born Sedgley;
[4] Ellen Baker (36), lodger, wife, born Sedgley;

[5] Isaiah Baker (9), son, scholar, born Sedgley:

Abraham Carter died on 26" January 1882.
Nancy Carter died on 18" June 1890.

1891 Census

47, Bilston Street

[1] Joseph Richards (28), widower, box fitter and publican, born Coseley;
[2] Mary K. E. Richards (1), daughter, born Coseley;

[3] John A. Richards (1 month), son, born Coseley;

[4] Elizabeth Richards (20), sister, housekeeper, born Coseley;

[5] Rose Hannah Getley (19), domestic servant, born Coseley;

[6] Kate S. Turley (12), domestic servant, born Coseley:

A seven day license was granted at the Adjourned Licensing Meeting on 27" September 1898.

Wolverhampton Express and Star 27/9/1898

“The adjourned licensing sessions for the township of Bilston were held today (Tuesday).....

Mr. R. A. Willcock applied for the granting of a seven days license instead of the present six days license for the BEACON INN,
Cinder Hill, Sedgley. Mr. Willcock said the seven days license had been granted before.

The Bench granted the application.”

1901 Census

47, Bilston Street - BEACON HOTEL

[1] Joseph Richards (38), licensed victualler, born Sedgley;
[2] Frances Richards (38), wife, born Sheffield;

[3] Kathleen Richards (11), daughter, born Sedgley;

[4] Albert Richards (10), son, born Sedgley:

John Baker died on 25™ December 1909.

1911 Census

Bilston Street - BEACON HOTEL

[1] James Fellows (37), licensed victualler, born Coseley;

[2] Ethel Mary Fellows (30), wife, married 8 years, born Dudley;
[3] Marjorie Mary Fellows (4), daughter, born Sedgley;

[4] Kathleen Fellows (6 weeks), daughter, born Sedgley;

[5] Rose Rudge (16), general servant, born Coseley:

James Fellows was a brewer.

South Staffordshire Times 23/10/1920 - Advert

“To Brewers.

Preliminary Notice of Sale By Auction of very Valuable Fully Licensed Freehold Houses at Sedgley and Ruiton.

Alfred W. Dando and Co. have received instructions to Sell by Auction, at the STAR AND GARTER HOTEL, Wolverhampton, on
Wednesday, November 17", 1920 at seven o’clock in the evening precisely. Subject to conditions of sale then to be produced as
follows.

Lot 1. The BEACON HOTEL, Bilston Street, Sedgley.

Lot 2. The DUKE WILLIAM INN, Ruiton, Upper Gornal; also two Dwelling Houses, numbered 26 and 27, adjoining same.
Further particulars may be obtained of Messrs. W. A. & H. M. Foster, Solicitors, Queen Street, Wolverhampton, or the Auction-
eers, 193, Wolverhampton Street, Dudley.”

South Staffordshire Times 2/2/1924
“Much regret has been expressed locally at the illness of Mr. James Fellows, of Bilston Street, Sedgley, a retired licensed victual-
ler and a well known figure in the village.”

South Staffordshire Times 16/2/1924
“Mr. J. Fellows, the late licensee of the BEACON HOTEL, Sedgley, died at his residence on Feb 3rd. The funeral took place at
the Parish Church last Friday, when the Rev. H. T. Samuel, Vicar of St. Mary’s officiated. A large number attended the final cer-



emony, and wreaths were sent from the following: His wife and family; Ethel, Jane, Lizzie and Zavanne (sisters); Jack and Lucy
Fellows; Mr. and Mrs. Dicken (sister); Mr. and Mrs. Harper; Mr. and Mrs. F. Fisher.”

1921 Register
47, Bilston Street - BEACON HOTEL

[1] Sarah Hughes (56), married, licensee, born Tipton;

[2] Joseph Hughes (54), boarder, widower, labourer, Wilson Lovatt and Sons, Sedgley, born Woodsetton;
[3] Lillian Hughes (30), daughter, household duties, born Woodsetton;

[4] Elsie Hughes (27), daughter, barmaid, born Woodsetton;

[5] Gertrude Hughes (24), daughter, dressmaker, born Woodsetton;

[6] George Hughes (22), son, roll turner, out of work, born Woodsetton;

[7] Alfred Hughes (19), son, wood carver, Atlas Bedstead Company, Bilston, born Woodsetton;

[8] Betty Hughes (10), grand-daughter, school, born Tipton;

[9] Arthur Read (55) visitor, gas stoker, Midland Railway Company, Derby, born London:

1939 Register
129, Bilston Street —- BEACON HOTEL

[1] Sarah Hughes, date of birth 3/7/1865, unpaid domestic duties, single;
[2] Elsie Adelaide Hughes, dob 27/5/1894, manageress of hotel:

Sarah Hughes died in 1951.
Brewing ceased in 1958.
John Hughes was the grandson of George Hughes, PLUME OF FEATHERS, Dudley.

Express and Star 22/11/1984

‘Hotel’s Own Brew Set For Comeback’

“Home brewing is to be resumed at one of the Black Country’s oldest free houses. And to celebrate the news Mr. John Hughes,
proprietor and new head brewer at the BEACON HOTEL, Sedgley ..... Mr. Hughes helped with brewing until the tradition died
out in the 1950s — and has ensured over the years that the original equipment remains. His family bought the Victorian pub in the
1920s and he is restoring the building to as near its original state as possible.....”

Dudley News 14/11/1986

‘A Recipe for Success’

“Pub owner, John Hughes, will be following in his grandma’s footsteps when he starts brewing her own real ale recipe at the
BEACON HOTEL for the first time in over 30 years. His grandma, Sarah Hughes, used her own 100 year old traditional recipes
..... He has spent £80,000 restoring the pub’s tap room, snug and work has started on the smoke room ..... Work has also started
on the pub’s brewery which was left to fall into disuse when brewing real ale went out of fashion in the 1950s.....”

Sarah Hughes Dark Ruby Mild was launched in June 1987.

Sandwell Evening Mail 9/6/1987

“A 100-year-old secret home brew is bringing cheer again to the Black Country real ale drinkers. The Sarah Hughes Brewery in
Bilston Street, Sedgley, has re-opened after closing 29 years ago, and is brewing to an original recipe. The brewery, part of the
BEACON HOTEL, has been in the Hughes family for three generations since 1921. Sarah Hughes took it over after moving from
the BARLEY MOW in Bilston, and brought her old recipe for Dark Ruby Mild beer — and her ten children — with her. She had
already been in the business for some time by then, as had the pub and brewery which are thought to be at least 120 years old.
The place was dilapidated and Sarah set about modernising, installing new flooring and being one of the first users of electricity.
The brewery continued to be run by the Hughes family until it closed in 1958, when real ale went out of fashion following the
introduction of modern keg beers.

Now Sarah’s grandson, John, has started brewing again after giving the brewery and free house a £250,000 facelift. John’s four-
year ‘labour of love” has restored the two buildings to their original Victorian appearance, with the brewery working exactly as it
did in former days.

Restoration work started on the pub, modern upholstery and furnishings were ripped out, the original wooden seating lovingly
renovated, and old grates and gaslights (now electrically operated!) installed. Further work, inside the pub and on the car park,
landscaping and inside toilets costing another £50,000, is due for completion later this year.

John, who runs the pub with his girlfriend , Judy, said, ‘We thought we could either modernise or restore. The only hesitation
about the brewery was whether to have it like a museum or restore it to its original working order. We decided to open it up
again.’

John and his friend Peter Hickman, a local building renovation specialist, have done most of the work themselves, including
building an extension for a family room and reinforcing the cellar with girders. They also had the help of brewing consultant and
technologist Chris Marchbanks from Burton-on-Trent, to bring the brewery up to public health standards and ensure it was work-
ing as originally intended. John said, ‘He searched around the country to get original materials and brewing ingredients for us.’




Restoration was made a little easier because most of the original furniture had been kept stored away in the brewery. John said,
‘When grandma came there was nothing around but fields, and the whole pub and brewery were dilapidated. But there were plans
for one of the council’s first show estates to be built at the rear and she had the foresight to realise their potential.” His grandfather
Isaac had died young so over the years the children helped, including John’s father Alfred, Uncle George and Aunts Elsie and Lily.
They took over when Sarah died in 1951, aged 84, continuing to brew to her recipe until the brewery closed seven years later.
Now it’s back in the vats again and the regulars liked it so much they drank the first batch dry in 48 hours. John also has a list of
35-40 guest beers. There are three vats producing 108 gallons each brew. John said, ‘We were quite prepared the throw away the
first two or three brews, but as it happened we got it right first time.’

One of the guests at the re-opening of the brewery was Adrian Hyde, chairman of the local Campaign for Real Ale. ‘He was
heartened to find another brewery opening, seeing as the Simpkiss Brewery closed in recent years,” said John.

Drinkers at the BEACON thought John was mad when he first started the mammoth renovation task, but they were eventual-

ly won over when they saw other old pubs being closed. The Tap Room now reveals its polished wooden seating and genuine
picture rail, and the Snug boasts a piano. There is no jukebox or computer game to distract regulars from the serious business of
drinking and relaxing. But there is a Shetland pony, called Billy, outside to give children rides. It was bought from one of the cus-
tomers who had put him to graze nearby.

John said, “We now have an original Black Country pub. It really has been a labour of love. We are over the moon with it and |
know grandma would be thrilled.””

Andy Brough brewed the beer here.

Sue Powell was born ¢.1965.
She was married to Martyn.
He brewed the beer here.

Dudley News 7/2/2007

“The likes of Captain Hook and Peter Pan helped a Sedgley pub raise more than £200 for Acorns Children’s Hospice. Staff at the
BEACON HOTEL dressed in pirate gear and asked regulars to dig deep for their New Year fancy dress celebrations. Sue Powell,
the pub’s general manager, said, ‘A friend’s son from Fordhouses was helped by Acorns, and so we asked if anyone minded if we
asked for donations for the hospice.’

Rob Jinks, assistant director of fundraising for Acorns Children’s Hospice, said, ‘This was a fun night that did a lot of good all
round’.”

Dudley & South Staffordshire CAMRA Pub of the Year 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2014 (joint), 2015, 2017.
CAMRA West Midlands County Pub of the Year 2008, 2010, 2014.

CAMRA West Midlands Regional Pub of the Year 2010.

CAMRA National Pub of the Year Runner-up 2010.

The pub and the brewery were listed Grade 2 in October 2010.

Express & Star 2/11/2011

“Pet owners are boycotting an award-winning Black Country pub after bosses banned dogs from the premises. The BEACON
HOTEL in Sedgley has angered customers who say pets have been allowed inside for as long as they can remember. They are
now collecting a petition in a bid to try to get the decision reversed. However, BEACON landlord John Hughes said he had be-
come concerned for people’s safety after three ‘serious complaints’ were made. One of the incidents involved a man being bitten
on the ankle. The BEACON, which has been named West Midlands Pub of the Year by CAMRA for four years running, was one
of only a few pubs where dogs were allowed, said Mr. Hughes. Victoria Perry, aged 33, said she was shocked to see a notice in
the pub informing customers that dogs would be banned.”

Express & Star 13/11/2016

“Drinkers had a lucky escape after a car smashed through the wall of a Sedgley pub.

Customers and residents in nearby houses were shocked by a loud bang, and rushed out to see the vehicle’s front end ruined and
rubble strewn across the car park at the BEACON HOTEL, in Bilston Street.

The crash happened on Friday night at around 9.05pm. A red Vauxhall Astra GTC collided with a wall that surrounds the pub’s
car park. No-one was seriously hurt, but the pub’s bosses will be counting the cost after they have cleared the mess away.

Alex Marchant, general manager at the pub, said, ‘It was shortly after 9pm. I think the driver tried to swerve out of the way of
another car that was going into the car park. The police were over the road because of some trouble with kids so they were able to
get here right away, and the fire service weren’t far behind. No people were hurt luckily, the driver walked free, I think he might
have had a bit of whiplash. It was a wall that goes around the car park. I don’t know how much it’s going to cost us, we haven’t
got that far yet. We’re still busy clearing the rubble. We need to get it cleared up first and made safe for everyone. We didn’t
need to shut when it happened, in fact we were probably busier with people coming along to have a look what was going on.
Somebody could have been standing there, been hit by the car or anything so we’re just grateful that didn’t happen really and that
everyone is okay.’

Drinkers and residents from nearby took to Facebook to express their shock and concern.

Sara Knowles, who took pictures after the accident had happened, said, ‘Having a nice quite drink at the BEACON and heard a




bang. Thought nothing of until I’ve seen flashing lights and this is why.....

Dudley Chronicle 5/1/2017

“Bosses at a Sedgley pub and brewery are celebrating after hearing that their powerful ale had been named West Midlands Cham-
pion Beer of the Year.

The BEACON HOTEL's six per cent Sarah Hughes Dark Ruby Mild had been given the title by expert judges from the Campaign
for Real Ale. The beer, one of the strongest milds in the country, is pulled around 2,000 times week at the pub on Bilston Street in
Sedgley.

Simon Massey, operations manager, said, ‘It’s a great achievement but it’s all down to teamwork, hard work, and dedication from
the staff. The owner of the pub, John Hughes, is still very passionate about the business and it’s all down to him. He reinstated
the brewery in 1987 and it’s just gone from strength to strength.’

The BEACON brews in its Victorian tower brewery using traditional methods.”

Express & Star 17/3/2017

“Owners of a Sedgley pub are raising their glasses after being named pub of the year — for the eighth time. The BEACON HO-
TEL in Sedgley has been named the best pub in Dudley and South Staffordshire by the Campaign for Real Ale. The award was
presented to the pub on Bilston Street on Wednesday. It means that the pub is now in the running for winning pub of the year
nationally. Owner John Hughes said, ‘It’s a great feeling that we have the support from CAMRA members and customers still.
They clearly still enjoy the atmosphere and the quality of beer we produce. 1’d like to thank all of the staff for all their hard work
and dedication and a big thank you to all of the customers and CAMRA members who support and voted for The BEACON HO-
TEL. This now puts us further forward in the competition meaning we’re now up for pub of the year nationally. It’s great news
for both us and the local community.’

Their very own ale, the renowned Ruby Mild, was named West Midland Champion Beer of the Year in January. The six per cent
ale is one of the strongest milds in the country and is pulled around 2,000 times a week at the pub. It previously won the title in
1988 and 2002.

Dudley and South Staffs branch chairman Ryan Hunt made the presentation to general manager Alex Marchant on Wednesday. He
said that 4,500 beer scores from members of 200 pubs in the branch area had resulted in a final shortlist from which the BEACON,
runner-up in 2016, had come out on top.”

Dudley News 16/2/2020

“A historic Sedgley boozer has been voted the best brew pub in the West Midlands by beer lovers. The BEACON HOTEL was
voted as the winner of best brew pub in the region by Rate Beer, a competition which saw beer fans all over the world vote for
their favourite watering holes across the world. The Bilston Street pub, which is home to Sarah Hughes brewery and is one the
oldest licence breweries in the country, has been in operation since the eponymous Sarah Hughes began brewing at the site in
1850. It remains in the family with Sarah Hughes’ grandson John Hughes now owning the pub.

Current manager Alex Marchant said it was nice to be recognised by the accolade, which the pub previously won two years ago.
Alex said, “We’re old school, we don’t have any games nor pool tables. We don’t even do food, it’s just beer and conversation.
The interior is quite special and unchanged. The pub still has many of its original Victorian features including an island bar and
snug rooms.’

It is also renowned for being the home of the 6.7% Ruby Mild, which Alex says is largely unchanged from when it was first
brewed in the Victorian era. Alex said, ‘The recipe was found in an old copper tin in the 70s by Sarah Hughes’ grandson who
started brewing it in the 80s as close to the original as possible.’

The pub also brews two classic Black Country bitters, Surprise and Pale Amber.”

[2020]

BEACON HOUSE

Bath Street, Cinder Hill, SEDGLEY

OWNERS

William Compton

LICENSEES

NOTES

Advert 1913



“On Monday, January 27" 1913.

Sale of Freehold Properties, Land, and Free Out-Door Beerhouse, at Cinder Hill, Sedgley.

Messrs. Richards and Son have received instructions from the Trustees of the late Mr. William Compton to Sell By Auction at the
RED LION HOTEL, Bull Ring, Sedgley, on Monday, January 27", 1913 at 7 o’clock in the Evening.

Lot 1. All that Valuable Freehold Home Brewing Out-Door Beerhouse, known as the BEACON HOUSE, situate and being in
Bath Street, Cinderhill, in the parish of Sedgley, with the Brewhouse, Stabling, and Out-buildings, large gardens and small orchard

or paddock; occupying an area of la 2r 15p.

Arrangements will be made to give vacant possession of this Property upon completion of purchase, the purchaser taking the usual

Public House Fixtures at a valuation.

Lot 2. A Close of Freehold Pasture Land, having a frontage to the Beacon Lane, and immediately at the rear of the above lot,

containing 3r 27p.”

Check BEACON HOTEL

BEAR

Bayer Street, (Bear Lane), COSELEY

OWNERS

LICENSEES

John Tranter [1849] —[1851]

NOTES
Bear Lane [1851]

1851 Census

Bear Lane

[1] John Tranter (43), labourer, born Tipton;

[2] Hannah Tranter (40), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] Joseph Tranter (18), son, labourer, born Sedgley;
[4] John Tranter (16), son, labourer, born Sedgley;
[5] Betsy Tranter (14), daughter, born Sedgley;

[6] Thomas Tranter (12), son, labourer, born Sedgley;
[7] Rhosanna Tranter (7), daughter, born Sedgley;
[8] William Tranter (5), son, born Sedgley;

[9] James Tranter (3), son, born Sedgley;

[10] Job Tranter (6 months), son, born Sedgley:

BELL

20, Church Street, LOWER GORNAL

OWNERS

LICENSEES

Clark [1867]

Elisha Marsh [1869] — [1871]

NOTES



It had a beerhouse license.

Birmingham Daily Post 12/12/1864 - Advert
“Wanted, for a small Beerhouse and Provision Shop, a strong Servant Girl. Only three in the family. One who can read and write

preferred.
Apply, BELL, Lower Gornal, near Dudley.”

Stourbridge Observer 1/7/1865 - Advert
“To be let, and may be entered upon immediately, the best Retail Brewery and Provision Shop in Gornal, the BELL INN, opposite
the Church. Rent £20. Coming in to suit the Purchaser.....”

Bells Life in London and Sporting Chronicle 6/4/1867

“W. Cooper of Dudley and J. Cartwright of Gornal are matched to run 120 yards at the Royal Oak Grounds, Burnt Tree, near
Dudley on April 22. £1 is down in the hands of Mr. Clark, the BELL INN, Gornal, the final stakeholder; Mr. Billingham of the
WINDMILL INN, Shavers End, referee.”

Elisha Marsh = Enoch Marsh

Aris’s Birmingham Gazette 28/8/1869
“The annual licensing meeting for the Bilston division took place yesterday, at the Police Court.

The following beerhouse keepers had been fined during the past five years.....
Permitting drunkenness ..... Elisha Marsh, BELL, Lower Gornal, 40s and costs.....
The licenses of the following beerhouse keepers were suspended until the adjourned licensing meeting ..... Elisha Marsh.”

Sheffield Independent 18/5/1870

“On Monday, at the Sedgley Police Court, before Mr. Isaac Spooner, stipendiary, Mr. Enoch Marsh, landlord of the BELL INN,
Lower Gornal, was charged with permitting drunkenness in his house on 26" April last. Two police constables, upon visiting the
house, about half-past ten at night, found some persons intoxicated, one of whom was very drunk. The officers gave the house a
‘character’ and, as there had been a previous conviction, the defendant was fined £10 and costs.”

Aris’s Birmingham Gazette 1/10/1870
“Bilston. The adjourned licensing sessions took place yesterday, at the Police Court.....

The magistrates stated that they had agreed to grant all the licenses which were suspended at the adjourned licensing day, with the
exception of the three following: Daniel Jones, TRAVELLERS REST, Lower Gornal; Daniel Marsh, BULL AND BUTCHER,
Ruerton [sic]; and Elisha Marsh, of the BELL, Lower Gornal.....”

Dudley Herald 29/10/1870
“Elisha Marsh of the BELL INN, Lower Gornal ..... disorderly persons ..... dismissed.”

1871 Census

20, Church Street

[1] Elisha Marsh (30), grocer, born Sedgley;

[2] Emma Marsh (28), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] Anne Marsh (9), daughter, scholar, born Sedgley;

[4] Elisha Marsh (4), son, scholar, born Sedgley;

[5] Benjamin Marsh (2), son, born Sedgley;

[6] Lydia Marsh (3 months), daughter, infant, born Sedgley;
[7] Sarah Taylor (14), general servant, born Sedgley:

Elisha Marsh — see also FOUNTAIN.

BIG CAT

Can Lane, COSELEY

OWNERS

LICENSEES

Michael Busby [1822] —[1836]



BIRD IN HAND

12, Duck Street / Ettingshall Road, (Sodom), Upper Ettingshall, COSELEY

OWNERS

James Fellows

South Staffordshire Brewery Co. Ltd.

H. Fitzsimmons, wine and spirit merchant, Tipton
Leonard Foster, maltster, Gospel End, Sedgley
Wolverhampton and Dudley Breweries Ltd.

LICENSEES

Peter Nicholls [1850] — 1855);
Thomas Smallman (1855 —1 ]

James Smallman [ ] - 1860)

Mrs. Elizabeth Smallman [1861] — 1871);
James Fellows (1871 — 1876);

John Hawkes (1876);

James Fellows (1876 —1881);

Thomas King (1881 — 1882);

James Davis (1882 — 1884);

Thomas Biddlestone (1884 — 1885);
Edward Sheldon (1885);

Robert Morris (1885 — 1888);

Charles Stamps (1888 — 1889);
William Bennett (1889 —1892);
Elizabeth Bennett [1891]?

Robert Morgan (1892 — 1894);
William Harris (1894 — 1902);
Theresa Harris (1902 — 1904);
William Smith (1904 — 1913);

Albert Rhodes (1913 — 1915);

Thomas Alfred Holmes (1915 —1923);
Martha Elizabeth Bradley (1923 —1929);
William Davies (1929 - [1940]

NOTES
It had a pigeon fliers club.

Peter Nicholls = Peter Nicholds

Wolverhampton Chronicle 4/9/1850
“The special sessions for granting and renewing victuallers’ licenses within the hundred of Seisdon North was held at the Public

Office, Wolverhampton, on Thursday ..... The new licenses granted were to.....
Peter Nicholds, the BIRD IN HAND, Sodom, Sedgley.”

1851 Census

Sodom — BIRD IN HAND

[1] Peter Nicholls (56), widower, victualler, born Sedgley;

[2] Benjamin Nicholls (17), son, iron founder’s patternmaker, born Sedgley;
[3] Sarah Smallman (12), visitor, barmaid, born Sedgley;

[4] Margaret Jones (19), house servant, born Sedgley;

[5] Thomas Nicholls (20), visitor, coal miner, born Sedgley;

[6] Joseph Shelson (20), visitor, iron labourer, born Sedgley:



Black Country Bugle

‘Grog Glass and an Old Sodom Pub’

“An inscription on a 19" century grog glass has inspired Coseley reader Len Taylor to turn up several fascinating snippets of a
local pub’s past ..... The inscription reads ‘Peter Nicholls, BIRD IN HAND, Sodom. Born 1792, Died December 7" 1854, age 62
years. Sarah Smallman, born January 17" 1830.’

After delving into the history of the hostelry mentioned, Mr. Taylor believes that the original BIRD IN HAND (a new pub was
built in the late 1950s) dated back to the 18" century, and possibly beyond, and that it was situated in the now defunct Duck
Street.....”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 13/2/1856
“On Thursday last, an inquest was held at the BIRD IN HAND, Sodom, in this parish, before T. N. Phillips, Esq, coroner, on the

body of John Cope, aged three years and a-half, son of James Cope, of Bakers Fold, moulder. On the Monday morning previously
a neighbour, hearing a child screaming, went to the house of the deceased’s parents, and there found the boy with the clothes upon
his body in flames. She, with the assistance of a neighbour, speedily succeeded in extinguishing the flames. The clothes were tak-
en from the child’s body, and his stomach and arms were found to be dreadfully burnt. Dr. Ballenden attended the deceased who
lingered until Wednesday morning, when he expired. It appeared that the deceased had been left in the house by his mother whilst
she went to purchase some barm. The jury returned a verdict in accordance with the evidence.”

Birmingham Journal 26/5/1860 - Deaths
“On the 8™ inst, after a long illness, aged 49 years, Mr. James Smallman, of the BIRD IN HAND, Sodom; deeply regretted by his

family and friends.”

Bells Life in London and Sporting Chronicle 8/7/1860

“Hollies of Can Lane, Bilston, will run T. Wright of Sedgley 200 yards level, or if will give him one yard in 120, to come off at
Aston Cross Grounds, for from £20 to £25 a side. A match can be made any night next week, at Mr. Jas. Smallman’s, BIRD IN
HAND, Sodom.”

Bells Life in I ondon and Sporting Chronicle 27/1/1861
“T. Nicholls of Ettingshall will run J. Golomer of Sodom 200 yards, for £25 a side. A match can be made any night next week, at
the BIRD IN HAND, Sodom, where the money is ready.”

1861 Census

Duck Street, Ettingshall

[1] Elizabeth Smallman (45), widow, publican, born Sedgley;
[2] Elizabeth Smallman (21), daughter, barmaid, born Sedgley;
[3] Rebekah Smallman (13), daughter, born Sedgley;

[4] Kate Smallman (10), daughter, scholar, born Sedgley;

[5] Clara Smallman (12 months), niece, born Sedgley;

[6] Elizabeth Fellows (22), visitor, nursemaid, born Sedgley;
[7] Charlotte Floyde (17), house servant, born Sedgley;

[8] Job Smallman (25), son, brass founder, born Sedgley;

[9] James Smallman (17), son, brass founder, born Sedgley;
[10] William Smallman (5), son, scholar, born Sedgley:

Bells Life in I ondon and Sporting Chronicle 26/5/1866

“E. Dudley of Stourbridge is surprised at Sam Hodgkiss challenging him level, but if he will give him two yards in 100 he can
have a match on for £10 a side, and on no other terms; or Tom Rogers of Bilston can have a match, the like distance, and for the
same sum, if he will give six yards start. Money ready at the BIRD IN HAND INN, Sodom.”

Bells Life in [ ondon and Sporting Chronicle 4/4/1867

“E. Dudley of Stourbridge, is surprised at T. Hough, of Willenhall, challenging him in the way he did, when he knows he can
give Dudley eight yards in 120 yards. The latter will not run Hough on any terms, but will take two yards start in six score yards
of Hawthorn, of Burslem, for £15 or £20 a side. An answer through our columns will be attended to, or a match can be made by
applying at the BIRD IN HAND, Sodom.”

Birmingham Daily Post 2/8/1870 - Advert
“To be Let, and may be entered upon immediately — all that well-known Old-licensed Public-House, known by the sign of the

BIRD IN HAND INN, situate at Sodom, between Sedgley and Coseley, now in the occupation of Mrs. Smallman. The house is
doing a thriving trade, and which may be considerably increased by a person of energy and respectability. The in-coming about
£200. Rent low. The present Proprietor retiring from business, having successfully carried it on for thirty-five years. There are
two Lodges held at the house.

For further particulars and to treat apply to Mr. Jabez Bywater, Auctioneer, Princes End.”

1871 Census



12, Duck Street — BIRD IN HAND

[1] Elizabeth Smallman (55), widow, victular [sic], born Sedgley;
[2] Phoebe Smallman (22), daughter, born Sedgley;

[3] Catharine Smallman (19), daughter, born Sedgley;

[4] William Smallman (15), son, born Sedgley:

Birmingham Daily Post 25/5/1871 - Advert
“To be Sold by Auction, by Mr. J. Bywater, this day (Thursday), May 25, at the BIRD IN HAND INN, Sodom, Coseley, in the

parish of Sedgley, at six o’clock in the evening, subject to conditions to be then read.

Lot 1. All that Freehold Old-Licensed Public House, situate at No.12, Duck Street, Sodom, Coseley, aforesaid, and known by the
sign of the BIRD IN HAND INN, containing Bar Parlour, Tap Room, Kitchen, large Club Room, four Bed Rooms, Brewhouse,
and other Out-buildings, for many years in the occupation of the late James Smallman, and since his widow, Elizabeth Smallman,
at the yearly value of £30.

And also, all those two Messuages or Dwelling Houses adjoining the lastly-described Premises, being Nos.13 and 14, and now in
the occupation of James Fellows and Ann Ellis, producing the yearly rental of £11.....”

County Express 1/7/1876
“James Fellows, formerly landlord of the BIRD IN HAND, Upper Ettingshall, has filed a petition for liquidation in the county
court. The liabilities are estimated at £400.”

London Gazette 7/7/1876

“The Bankruptcy Act, 1869. In the County Court of Worcestershire, holden at Dudley.

In the Matter of Proceedings for Liquidation by Arrangement or Composition with Creditors, instituted by James Fellows, for-
merly of the BIRD-IN-HAND, Upper Ettingshall, Sedgley, in the county of Stafford, and of the Breen Reading Colliery, Upper Et-
tingshall aforesaid, and then carrying on the businesses of a Licensed Victualler and Charter Master, but now residing in furnished
lodgings in Duke-street, Upper Ettingshall aforesaid, and being out of business.

Notice is hereby given, that a First General Meeting of the creditors of the above-named person has been summoned to he held at
the offices of Mr. William Shakespeare, 55, Church-street, Oldbury, in the county or Worcester, on the 21st day of July, 1876, at
eleven o’clock in the forenoon precisely.

Dated this 4th day of July, 1876.

W. M. Shakespeare, Church-street, Oldbury, Worcestershire, Solicitor for the said James Fellows.”

Midland Examiner 22/9/1877

“At the Wolverhampton Police Court on Wednesday, before 1. Spooner, Stipendiary, James Fellows, a licensed victualler, residing
at Sodom, near Deepfields, was charged with allowing betting in his permanent booth on Wolverhampton racecourse, on Thurs-
day, Sept. 6. Mr. Barrow defended.

Police-constable Day said that on the race Thursday he noticed four men on the stand forming part of the defendant’s booth. He
went and called the defendant out of the booth, and pointed out the four betting men to him. He told him he had better have them
turned out, and went away. A short time afterwards he returned, and went on the stand, whilst the Patshull Handicap was run. The
same four men were still there. They made bets with several persons on the stand, and he saw money pass between them. In a
few minutes a waiter went to the betting-men and said that a policeman was on the stand. One of them asked where he was, but
the waiter said he did not know. The betting men then took the colours off their hats, but remained on the stand. He went down
and told Mr. Fellows that he would be summoned for allowing betting on the stand. The defendant asked him to have something
to drink and say nothing about it.

Cross-examined: The defendant was in an adjoining booth the second time. The first time he (witness) told the defendant about
the men he stopped a few minutes to see whether the men were ordered off, but they were not. He did not know that illegal
betting was practiced on the race course, nor was he aware that the defendant had been a licensed victualler for 30 years and had
never had a stain on his character.

Police-constable Hart who was with Day on the occasion, gave corroborative evidence, and added that the four betting men wore
attractive colours. Whilst he was on the stand he saw bets made by those four men with some people on the stand on ‘Pretty Bird,’
‘Fairy Queen,” and ‘Miss Gertrude.” On the first occasion defendant said he could not help them being there. The second time he
said he had ordered them off, and he thought that they had gone.

For the defence, Mr. Barrow did not deny the facts, but said the defendant did not know of the presence of the four betting men
until told by the policeman. The men paid for entrance to the stand. They went up with plain hats on, and when they got up they
put on some attractive colours. He ordered them off, and thought they had left the stand. He submitted that it was unfair to single
out the defendant for a betting prosecution, whist a short distance away persons were betting their hundreds and thousands in the
betting ring. He contended that when the men desisted from betting, the defendant had no right to turn them out.

Mr. Spooner: Certainly he has, because they used his booth for betting purposes.

Mr. Barrow was proceeding to comment on the fact of persons betting in the ring, when Mr. Spooner said it was no use appealing
to his feelings on that point. He had not the slightest doubt that the defendant allowed betting, and he would be fined £50 and
costs.

Mr. Barrow gave notice of appeal. Subsequently Mr. Barrow appealed for a mitigation of the penalty, when Mr. Spooner decided
to reduce the fine to £25. The money was paid.”



1881 Census

12, Duck Street — BIRD IN HAND

[1] James Fellows (58), licensed victualler, born Sedgley;

[2] Sarah Fellows (55), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] James Fellows (26), son, iron worker, born Sedgley;

[4] John Fellows (21), son, iron worker, born Sedgley;

[5] Henry Fellows (41), brother, widower, iron worker, born Sedgley:

1891 Census

12, Duck Street — BIRD IN HAND

[1] William Bennett (41), forge engine tender, born Chester;

[2] Elizabeth Bennett (44), wife, licensed victualler, born Sedgley;
[3] Myra Davies (18), stepdaughter, born Sedgley;

[4] Arthur Davies (9), stepdaughter, scholar, born Sedgley;

[5] Elizabeth Bennett (5), daughter, born Sedgley:

Staffordshire Advertiser 17/10/1891

“William Bennett, of the BIRD IN HAND INN, Duck Street, Coseley, was charged with permitting drunkenness and being drunk
on his own licensed premises. Mr. R. A. Wilcox defended. Several policemen visited the defendant’s house and found defendant
and a man named James Cope, miner, drunk. The defendant was fined 40s and costs for permitting drunkenness and 10s and costs
for being drunk on his own premises.”

1901 Census

12, Duck Street

[1] William Harris (42), licensed victualler, born Tipton;
[2] Theresa Harris (42), wife, born Tipton,;

[3] Susannah Harris (20), daughter, grocer, born Leeds;
[4] Selina Harris (19), daughter, born Tipton;

[5] John W. Harris (17), son, carpenter, born Leeds;

[6] Samuel Harris (10), son, born Leeds;

[7] James Harris (7), son, born Sedgley;

[8] Phoebe Cope (15), general servant, born Sedgley:

Mrs. Elizabeth Harris, BIRD IN HAND and shopkeeper, Sodom. [7904]
[Is this a typographical error?]

A team from here took part in the Coseley and District Air Gun League. [1909]

1911 Census

Upper Ettingshall — BIRD IN HAND

[1] William Smith (537), licensed victualler, born Coseley;
[2] Lucy Smith (44), wife, married 10 years, born Sedgley;
[3] William Smith (14), son, left school, born Coseley;

[4] Thomas Smith (12), son, school, born Coseley;

[5] Lucy Smith (9), daughter, school, born Coseley;

[6] Alice Smith (17), daughter, born Coseley:

Thomas Alfred Holmes was also a brewer. [1921]

South Staffordshire Times 26/5/1923

“Mr. F. L. Steward applied for the license of the BIRD IN HAND, Ettingshall, to be transferred to Mrs. Bradley, who has been
holding a license in Tipton [BOAT, Boat Row]. He said she intended to give up the Tipton license.

Supt. Higgs said Mrs. Bradley had conducted the house at Tipton in a satisfactory manner, and the only objection to the present
application was that her husband, who was living with her, was employed at a neighbouring works. It was for the Bench to use
their discretion whether they would grant a transfer under such circumstances as those.

After consideration, the Chairman said this application would be granted.”

Bilston & Willenhall Times 3/10/1925

“Bilston Police Court.....

Mr. A. J. Shepherd applied for sanction to make alterations to the BIRD IN HAND, Duck Street, Upper Ettingshall.

Inspector Young did not think the house justified the proposed alterations. It was in a side street and in a dilapidated condition.
The application was refused.....”

1939 Register



Duck Street — BIRD IN HAND

[1] William Davies, date of birth 9/11/1869, licensed victualler, married;

[2] Eliza J. Davies, dob 12/4/1871, unpaid domestic duties, married;

[3] William Herbert Davies, dob 9/10/1893, boiler maker, heavy worker, single:

Closed
Demolished
It was rebuilt in Paul Street.

BIRD IN HAND

4, Male Lane, (4, Rounds Hill), Wallbrook, COSELEY

OWNERS

The Earl of Dudley

LICENSEES

Benjamin Round [1850] —[1861]
Lydia Round [1865]

John Bailey [1871]— 1886);
Lydia Bailey (1886 —1916);
Harry Bailey (1916 — 1922):

NOTES

4, Rounds Hill [1871]
4, Male Lane [1891], [1901]

It had an ante *69 beerhouse license.

Wolverhampton Chronicle 13/2/1850 - Advert
“Freehold Houses And Land at Rounds Hill, in the Parish of Sedgley.

To be Sold By Auction, by Mr. Powell, on Tuesday, February 18, 1850, at the SPREAD EAGLE INN, near the Church, Coseley,
at five o’clock in the evening, in the following or such other lots as may be agreed upon at the time of sale, and subject to such
conditions as shall then be read.....

Lot III. All that Public House, with Outbuildings to the same, nearly adjoining the last lot, and now in the occupation of Benjamin
Round.....”

1851 Census

Rounds Hill

[1] Benjamin Round (40), bricklayer, born Sedgley;
[2] Elizabeth Round (44), wife, born Worcestershire;
[3] Benjamin Round (17), son, bricklayer, born Sedgley;
[4] William Round (15), son, bricklayer, born Sedgley;
[5] Lydia Round (14), daughter, born Sedgley;

[6] Jesse Round (13), son, born Sedgley;

[7] Hannah Round (9), daughter, born Sedgley;

[8] Ellen Round (7), daughter, born Sedgley;

[9] Elijah Round (3), son, born Sedgley:

Staffordshire Advertiser 6/5/1854
“Bilston Petty Sessions ..... Benjamin Round for having his beer-house open after eleven at night, was fined 20s.”

1861 Census

Lower Rounds Hill

[1] Benjamin Round (50), bricklayer and publican, born Sedgley;
[2] Elizabeth Round (52), wife, born Pershore, Worcestershire;



[3] Lydia Round (24), daughter;

[4] Hannah Round (18), daughter, dress maker, born Sedgley;
[5] Ellen Round (16), daughter, born Sedgley;

[6] Elijah Round (13), son, born Sedgley;

[7] James Roberts (20), visitor, no occupation, born Sedgley:

Birmingham Journal 19/8/1865 - Advert
“Tuesday, September 5, 1865.

Valuable Freehold Properties, at Rounds Hill, Coseley, in the parish of Sedgley, and Princes End, in the parish of Tipton.

Mr. Thomas Richards will Offer for Sale by Auction (by order of the Trustees under the Will of the late Mr. Benjamin Round), on
Tuesday, the 5™ day of September, 1865, at the house of Mr. Henry Round, the BLOOMFIELD INN, at Bloomfield in the parish
of Tipton, at Six o’clock in the evening, subject to conditions of sale then to be produced — the following valuable Freehold Prop-
erties.....

Lo 2. All those Nine dwelling Houses (one of which is a Public House, known by the sign of the BIRD IN HAND INN), situate
at Rounds Hill, in the parish of Sedgley, in the respective occupations of Benjamin Round, Richard Riddle, Edward Trow, Lydia
Round, James Mellor, Joseph Hurlstone, Thomas Vincent, Francis Hoare, and Richard Welch, with the Gardens and Out-buildings
thereto belonging, the whole producing an annual rental of £64 13s.

Further particulars may be obtained from James Round, Esq, Solicitor, Tipton; or the Auctioneer, 17, Darlington Street, Wolver-
hampton.”

Lydia Round married John Bailey in the 1% quarter of 1868.

1871 Census

4, Rounds Hill - BIRD IN HAND

[1] John Bailey (46), carpenter and beerseller, born Wellington, Shropshire;
[2] Lydia Bailey (34), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] Lydia Bailey (2), daughter, born Sedgley;

[4] John Bailey (10 months), son, born Sedgley;

[5] Hannah Round (29), sister in law, general servant, born Sedgley:

1881 Census

4, Rounds Hill - BIRD IN HAND

[1] John Bailey (56), carpenter and retailer of beer, born Wellington, Shropshire;
[2] Lydia Bailey (44), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] Lydia Bailey (12), daughter, scholar, born Sedgley;

[5] John Bailey (10), son, scholar, born Sedgley;

[6] Robert Bailey (9), son, scholar, born Sedgley;

[7] Clara Bailey (7), daughter, scholar, born Sedgley;

[8] Enoch Bailey (6), son, scholar, born Sedgley;

[9] Harry Bailey (2), son, born Sedgley:

John Bailey died in 1886.
Lydia Bailey = Lydia Bayley

1891 Census

4, Male Lane

[1] Lydia Bayley (54), widow, beer seller, born Sedgley;
[2] John Bayley (20), son, iron moulder, born Sedgley;
[3] Robert Bayley (19), son, labourer, born Sedgley;

[4] Clara Bayley (17), daughter, born Sedgley;

[5] Enoch Bayley (16), son, labourer, born Sedgley;

[6] Harry Bayley (12), son, scholar, born Sedgley:

1901 Census

4, Male Lane — Public Inn

[1] Lydia Bailey (64), widow, licensed victualler, born Sedgley;
[2] Robert Bailey (29), son, coal boat loader, born Sedgley;

[3] Enoch Bailey (26), son, bricklayer’s labourer, born Sedgley;
[4] Harry Bailey (22), son, maltster, born Sedgley:

1911 Census
Male Lane, Rounds Hill - BIRD IN HAND
[1] Lydia Bailey (74), widow, brewer and beer seller, born Coseley;



[2] Robert Bailey (39), son, coal boat loader, born Coseley:

South Staffordshire Times 4/2/1922

“Bilston Licensing Sessions.....

Mr. Round said that he had to make a rather unusual application with regard to the BIRD IN HAND, Wallbrook, Coseley. The
present licensee was Harry Bailey, and his application was that the license be transferred to his wife, Julia Bailey. The reason for
that was that Harry Bailey, who had been tenant for many years had gotten into financial difficulties and it had become impossible
for him to carry on any longer. Consequently the owners of the house had considered the desirability of getting another tenant,
and out of sympathy they had consented to accept Mrs. Bailey as manageress, if the magistrates approved of that course. She
would accept the position on condition of her husband residing in the house, but going to work and trying to get out of his finan-
cial difficulties.

Supt. Higgs said this was one of the houses that he was going to suggest to the Court were redundant. The fact that the husband
had held the license for a considerable number of years, and was now in financial difficulties was in itself an indication that the
house was redundant. The house had been in the family a great number of years, but it was now doing no trade. He failed to see
how the wife could make a living there. The house was in a very dilapidated condition, almost tumbling down.

Mr. Round said the house belonged to Lord Dudley, and was to be renovated.

Temporary transfer was granted, and the Chairman said the Bench had agreed to refer the house for compensation.”

The license was refused by the Compensation Authority on 20" July 1922.

South Staffordshire Times 27/7/1922

“The principal meeting of the County Licensing Committee was held at the Shire Hall, Stafford, on Thursday morning, Colonel R.
C. Clive presiding.....

Regarding the BIRD IN HAND, Wallbrook, Coseley (Harry Bailey licensee), Inspector Parsons described it as an isolated house
on pit banks. The collieries were now dis-used, and very little trade was being done at the house. As to the structure, the house
was propped up with buttresses, and tied up with rods, with a clear stream of water running through the cellar. The collieries were
now disused, but there were public paths over the grounds, and it was a favourite resort of the people on a Sunday evening walk.
Mrs. Bailey, wife of the licensee, said a considerable sum had been spent on repairs to the house. A scheme has also just been
_hed for erecting 48 houses in the vicinity. As to the stream in the cellar, the water came from a spring and ran straight away, and
did not in any way interfere with the use of the cellar. The takings ranged from £5 15s 8d in January, up to £20 in July.

The Chairman: Showing that it is generally a summer house.

The licensed was refused.”

Staffordshire Advertiser 19/8/1922 - Notice

“County Of Stafford. Notice Is Hereby Given, that the Compensation Authority for the above area, having decided at their Princi-
pal Meeting, held on the 20" day of July, 1922, to Refuse the Renewal of the Licenses of the Premises specified below.....

BIRD IN HAND, Wallbrook, Coseley, Beerhouse, ante 1869, Licensee Harry Bailey, Registered owners The Earl of Dudley.”

Staffordshire Advertiser 14/10/1922

“A Supplementary Meeting of the Staffordshire Compensation Authority under the Licensing Act, 1910, was held at the Shire
Hall, Stafford, on Tuesday, Lord Hatherton, C.M.G. in the chair. The Committee approved the following awards of compensation
in respect of the under-mentioned houses, the licenses of which were refused renewal at the Principal Meeting of the Authority on
July 20 last.....

BIRD IN HAND, Wallbrook, Coseley, beerhouse, ante 1869, £712.”

Compensation of £712 was paid on 23" December 1922.
It closed on 30" December 1922.

BIRD IN HAND

9, Paul Street, COSELEY

OWNERS

Wolverhampton and Dudley Breweries Ltd. [1999]

LICENSEES

Howard Ernest Shepherd (1959 — 1974); first
John Hill (1974 -1977)



John Purchase [ ]

NOTES

It was built in the 1950s, to replace BIRD IN HAND, Duck Street.

Howard Ernest Shepherd died in 1982.

John Hill was married to Sandra.

It had a pigeon club. [1989]

Express and Star 9/8/1999 - Advert

“3 room community operation. Lounge, Bar and Children’s Room. Car park and outside drinking area. Purely wet led and games

oriented. 2 bedroom private accommodation. Last 12 months wet trade — 210 Barrels. Tenancy. Approximate ingoings from
£7,500 (purchase plan available for fixtures and fittings).”

[1999]

Closed
It was demolished after sustaining fire damage in 2002.
Six detached houses were built on the site.

BLACK BEAR

86, (37), Deepdale Lane / Lake Street, Dibdale Bank, LOWER GORNAL

OWNERS

Jesse Adams, ironmaster, Tipton

Mr. Peacock (acquired in November 1885 for £350)
Richard Bate (acquired on 15" February 1893)
Atkinsons Brewery Ltd. (acquired in February 1898)
Thomas Plant Ltd. Netherton (acquired in 1920)
Ansells Ltd. (acquired in 1937)

Diane Davidson (acquired in 1988)

David Mitchinson (acquired in 1992)

LICENSEES

Theophilus Caddick [1830]

John Marsh [1834] — [1835]
Massey [1836]—[1837]
Zachariah Guest [1838] — 1868)
Thomas Hill [1870] —1877);
David Collins (1877 — 1886);
Herbert Blackham (1886 — 1889);
Richard Bale (1889 —1898);
Daniel Smith (1898 — 1899);
Albert Ernest Edwards (1899);
John Bale (1899 —1900);

Samuel Towle (1900 —1902);
Edward Yeates (1902 —1903);
John Crump (1903 — 1904);
Manasseh Corfield (1904);
Susannah Corfield (1904 —1907);
Edwin Alfred Holden (1907 —1909);
George Grimley (1909 — 1910);
John Chilton (1910 - 1913);



Isaac Bradley (1913 —1922);

Mrs. Leah Elizabeth Bradley (1922 — 1942);
Willam Henry Sansome (1942 — 1948);
James Frederick Statham (1948 — 1958);
Ivan M Loatkins (1958 - 1960);

John Charles Brightman (1960 —[ ]
William Henry Whittaker [ ]—1968);
Gwendoline Flavell (1968 —1971);
Kathleen Barbara Edwards (1971 — 1974);
Sylvia Watters (1974 — 1975);

Roger William Taylor (1975 —1979);
Brian Gordon Heatherington (1979 — 1982);
John Rudolph ‘Jack’ Pugh (1982 — 1987);
Edith Common (1987 — 1988);

Diane Davidson (1988 — 1989);

Jonathan Roger Hales (1989);

Clive Nicholas Fenner (1989 —1991);
Susan Evis (1991);

Georgina Calow (1991 —1992);

Clive Nicholas Fenner (1992);

David ‘Dave’ Mitchinson (1992 —[2018]

NOTES

37, Deepdale Bank [1881]
37, Deepdale Lane [1871], [1891], [1901]
86, Deepdale Lane [1939], [1985]

It stood on the site of an ancient burial ground.
It was known locally as “The Bonk™.

It was originally called the HORSE AND JOCKEY.

Aris’s Birmingham Gazette 20/9/1830 - Advert
“Freehold Property at Sedgley.

To be Sold by Auction, by Messrs. Griffin and Marsh, on Thursday the 23rd of September, between the hours of four and six in the
afternoon, at the house of Theophilus Caddick, known by the sign of the HORSE AND JOCKEY, at Dibdale Bank, in the parish
of Sedgley — the undermentioned Freehold Property, in the following or such other lots as may be agreed upon, and subject to
conditions as will be then produced.....”

Bells Life in London and Sporting Chronicle 27/11/1836

“Joseph Jones, the noted cock-feeder of Gornel will fight old Hedge, the father of Charley Hedge, who fought on Tuesday last, for
£50 or £100, and will be ready to make a deposit tomorrow, between the hours of four and seven in the afternoon, at Mr. Massey’s,
WHITE HORSE [sic], Dibdale Bank. Hedge is 65 years of age. Jones is 72 and means fighting and no mistake.”

AND

“A slashing fight came off on Tuesday last, at Kinver Hedge, nine miles from Gornel and five from Stourbridge, for £20 a side, be-
tween James Hall, the Gornel champion, and Charley Hedge, the Brierly Hill pet ..... On stripping Hall showed the best condition,
had a little advantage in height and length of arms, and had also ‘the full’ four pounds in weight, being 12st 61b, while Hedge was
but 12st 21b. All being ready, and their respective colours tied to the stakes, crimson for Gornel, and orange and red for Brierly
Hill, at one o’clock the fight commenced ..... The thirty-eight rounds were fought in one hour and two minutes, and Hall was
declared the winner amidst the uproarious shouts of the Gornelians. Many hundreds have changed hands by the event.”

Bells Life in I ondon and Sporting Chronicle 15/1/1837

“James Hall, the Gornell champion, accepts Benn Mee’s (The Flower of May’s) challenge to fight for £25 a side. His dust will be
ready at the HORSE AND JOCKEY, Dibdale Bank, tomorrow evening from 5 to 9 o’clock.”

AND

“A man in Gornell accepts Crump’s (of Stourbridge) challenge for £50 a side, neither to exceed 10st, and will make the match
tomorrow, at the HORSE AND JOCKEY, Dibdale Bank.”

Bells Life in London and Sporting Chronicle 22/1/1837
“The projected match between Hale, the Gornell champion, and Mees (alias ‘Flowers of May’) has not been made, although Hale
attended with his backer at Dibdale Bank for the purpose, on Monday, and offered to stake £5. Hale is still open to make the




match for £25, £50, or £100, and give ‘The Flowers of May’ his own time.”

Bells Life in  ondon and Sporting Chronicle 15/10/1837
“Emanuel Bradley, of Gornal, is also open to fight Boneer of Lower Gornal, for his own sum; he will meet him on Monday next,
to make a deposit, at Mr. Massey’s, the sign of the HORSE AND JOCKEY, Dibdale Bank.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 4/4/1838
“An inquisition was held on Wednesday, and by adjournment on Monday last, before H. Smith, Esq, coroner, at the WAGGON

AND HORSES, Lower Gornal, to inquire into the circumstances attending the death of Joseph Eades, a collier, about twenty years
of age, who lost his life in a pugilistic contest with a man named Joseph Beardmore. The deceased and Beardmore were drinking
together at a beer shop in Lower Gornal, kept by Zachariah Guest, on the 20" ult. till after midnight, when some words ensued
between them, and the deceased several times challenged Beardmore to fight; this challenge seems to have been for some time
declined, but at length the deceased stripped to his skin, and throwing a shilling upon the table, told Beardmore, with aggravating
language, that he would fight him for £5. Beardmore replied he had got no money, but still the deceased kept taunting him, and he
at last stripped, and jumped up to fight. Guest, the landlord, however, got between them, and prevented their fighting in the house;
yet while he was pushing them towards the door the deceased kept sparring at Beardmore over the landlord’s shoulder. At length
they agreed to go out to fight. The combat took place in the peg alley behind the house, and after several blows had been struck
by each of them, the first round terminated by the deceased falling, or being knocked down by the prisoner. He got up and they
prepared for a second round, by approaching each other with clenched fists and in a fighting attitude; they went at each other, and
were close together, when the deceased suddenly fell upon his belly, and lay without speaking or stirring. On picking him up he
was found to be dead. The body was taken into the house, and a surgeon, Mr. Browne, sent for. At the inquest Mr. Browne stated
that he immediately examined the body, and had subsequently made a post mortem examination, the result of which was that he
considered the immediate cause of death to be inflammation of the stomach, produced by some external violence on the chest,
such as a blow or fall. The inflammation, he stated, would come on instantly after the injury was inflicted, and some of the small-
er vessels in the stomach were ruptured. The jury after a short deliberation returned a verdict of Manslaughter, and the coroner is-
sued his warrant for the prisoner’s commitment. An application to bail the prisoner will, it is stated, be made to the Magistrates.”
[At the Staffordshire Summer Assizes, in July 1838, Joseph Beardmore, charged with manslaughter, was fined £1 and
discharged. The judge considered that he had received sufficient punishment already, having been in gaol nearly four
months.]

1841 Census

Deepdale Bank

[1] Zachariah Guest (35), born Staffordshire;
[2] Mary Guest (35), born Staffordshire;

[3] Ann Guest (15), born Staffordshire;

[4] Ann Worrall (15), fs:

Birmingham Journal 7/11/1846
“William Beardmore was charged before the Magistrates, on Tuesday, with assaulting a woman named Susannah Smith. The

complainant appeared with a black eye, and other tokens of ill-usage. It appeared that on Thursday last there was a raffle for

a horse, at Mr. Guest’s, of the HORSE AND JOKEY, Dibdale Bank, and at half-past eleven the complainant went to bring her
husband home. On entering the house, she found him fighting with the defendant’s brother, and on her interfering, she was struck
by Beardmore, who knocked her down and kicked her. Several witnesses for the defence proved that the complainant had been
extremely violent, upon which the Magistrates ordered both parties to find sureties.”

1851 Census

Dibdale Bank

[1] Zachariah Guest (49), charter master, born Sedgley;
[2] Mary Guest (47), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] Rebekah Bennett (18), servant, born Sedgley:

Staffordshire Advertiser 13/12/1851

“An inquest was held on Monday at the house of Mr. Zacharia Guest, Deepdale Bank, before W. W. Ward, Esq, on the body of
Edward Waldron, a miner, aged 20. The deceased was employed in the stone quarry, Wrens Nest Hill, the property of Lord Ward,
and on Friday last was ‘putting in a shot,” when it suddenly went off. The poor fellow received such severe injuries that he died in
about an hour afterwards. The enquiry was adjourned till the 15" inst.”

1861 Census

Dibdale

[1] Zachariah Guest (59), licensed victualler, born Sedgley;
[2] Mary Guest (57), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] Mary Marsh (16), general servant, born Sedgley:

Birmingham Journal 28/2/1863 - Advert



“Dwelling Houses, Gardens, Land, and Premises, situate near to Dibdale Bank, at Lower Gornal, in the parish of Sedgley, in the
county of Stafford.

To Be Sold By Auction, by Mr. Batemen, on Tuesday, the 17" day of March, 1863, at Six o’clock in the evening, at the House of
Mr. Zachariah Guest, the HORSE AND JOCKEY INN, at Dibdale Bank aforesaid, and subject to conditions then to be pro-
duced.....”

Birmingham Daily Gazette 24/3/1863
“Yesterday, at the Sedgley Sessions, Paul Ropier, a young man who had been carrying on a system of imposition in this district,

was charged with obtaining a sovereign from Mr. Joseph Guest, under the false pretence that he was a mines inspector. The case
had been remanded for the attendance of Mr. Baker, the Government Mine Inspector, who was yesterday in attendance. The pris-
oner was defended by Mr. Bowen, and Mr. Cresswell appeared to prosecute.

Mr. Joseph Guest said he was a butty miner, and had a pit in Mr. S. H. Blackwell’s field at the Dock Colliery. On Friday after-
noon, the 7% March last, he went to Mr. Zachariah Guest’s public house at Dibdale Bank, and Ropier, the prisoner was in there.
They afterwards left the kitchen, and went into an adjoining room, and the prisoner told him he was a mine inspector, under Mr.
Baker, the Government Mine Inspector, and that he was authorised by Mr. Baker to go from place to place to see that things were
done right. In doing his duty the day before, prisoner said he had detected that more men than were allowed to be drawn up at one
time had come up the pit, and that he should inform against prosecutor, for he had seen nine men come up at one time in one skip.
Other evidence having been taken, Mr. Baker, Government Mine Inspector for Staffordshire and Worcestershire, denied having
employed the prisoner, or authorised him or any one else to act for him. Prisoner was no relation of his that he knew of. Po-
lice-constable Sheldon apprehended the prisoner. Found some old summonses on him, and when accused denied receiving the
sovereign, but subsequently confessed, and said he had no right to have the sovereign. Prisoner confessed that he was not em-
ployed by Mr. Baker, and he was then committed for trial at the Quarter Sessions.”

[At the Staffordshire Quarter Sessions, on 6™ April 1863, Paul Ropier, was found guilty of fraud, and sentenced to six
months’ imprisonment.]

Dudley Herald 4/7/1868 - Advert

“To be let and may be entered upon immediately. The well established old licensed public house known as the HORSE AND
JOCKEY, Dibdale, near Dudley. The premises have been upwards of 28 years in the occupation of the present tenant, Mr. Zacha-
riah Guest, who is now retiring. There is an excellent business attached to the house.”

Dudley Herald 20/8/1870 - Advert

“To be sold by auction ..... all that freehold, old licensed public house and premises known as the HORSE AND JOCKEY with
stable, outbuildings, yard, garden and premises held therewith, situate at Dibdale Bank in the parish of Sedgley ..... now in the
occupation of Thomas Hill, formerly of Zachariah Guest at the yearly rent of £20.....”

1871 Census

37, Deepdale Lane

[1] Thomas Hill (43), brickmaker, born Lye;

[2] Mary Hill (40), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] Mary E. Hill (9), daughter, born Wall Heath;

[4] William H. Hill (3), son, born Wall Heath;

[5] Ann T. Price (16), general servant, born Lye;

[6] Reubin Price (22), lodger, boiler maker, born Dudley:

Dudley Herald 20/5/1871 - Advert
“To be sold by auction ..... a freehold old licensed public house and premises known as the HORSE AND JOCKEY ..... now in
the occupancy of Thomas Hill at the yearly rent of £20.....”

The Era 15/12/1872

“At the Police Court, Sedgley, Staffordshire, on Monday. Mr. 7. Hill, landlord of the HORSE AND JOCKEY, Deepdale Bank,
Lower Gornal, near Birmingham, was charged with permitting drunkenness in his house on the 27" ult. The case caused consid-
erable excitement, as it was of special interest to the trade, the point being that the police alleged that an attempt had been made

to bribe a constable. A police-constable swore that on the day in question he visited defendant’s house in his absence. He saw a
number of persons drunk. He knew by their looks they were drunk, but could not describe those looks. He also concluded they
were drunk because one man offered to make a wager, and they were wrangling one with the other. The landlady gave him a shil-
ling. He took it and walked away, saying nothing about the drunkenness because he did not think of it. He reported the matter to
his superior officer, who, ten days afterwards, accompanied him to the house to return the shilling and to hear what was said about
the matter. The evidence of the constable was denied in toto, and after a long investigation, during which the police were severe-
ly handled by Mr. Stokes, who appeared for the defendant, and by Mr. Isaac Spooner, the Magistrate, the latter said he could not
allow the case to go any further. It annoyed him to see such things carried on by the police. The case was reported on Thursday,
and nothing was done for ten days, and what was then done was for the purpose of strengthening the case for the police that would
otherwise have been weak. The police had pursued a course that he never would allow. They went craftily into the house, and he
did not think that the word used by Mr. Stokes was too strong (to entrap the defendant). He would not sanction such proceedings,
and should dismiss the case. The result was hailed with much satisfaction.”




Dudley Guardian 4/7/1874

“Important Meeting of Colliers at Dudley.

On Monday morning a district meeting, representing forty-five lodges belonging to the Dudley district, was held at the Central
Lodge House, SHAKESPEARE INN, New Mill Street, Dudley.

Mr. Joseph Lee occupied the chair, and in opening the proceedings, he said he should have been glad to have met the delegates
under more gratifying circumstances, but it appeared that they could not turn back. How long the struggle would last it was

not for him to say; in fact, he did not know. It rested with the delegates who represented the men to say what was the feeling of
their constituents — whether they were disposed to play on, or go to work at the reduction — (cries of ‘No’). The masters, by their
conduct, did not seem disposed to give way, or offer any conciliatory terms; but the men, on the other hand, wanted to have the
dispute amicably and honourably settled ..... They had carried on the fight for thirteen weeks.....

The reports from each delegate were then verbally given.....

No.34 Lodge, HORSE AND JOCKEY INN, Dibdale Bank; 11 members. No change in the attitude of our men.”

[The consensus was overwhelmingly to remain on strike.]

Midland Counties Evening Express 27/1/1875

“This morning, W. H. Phillips, Esq, deputy coroner, held an inquiry before a respectable jury, of which Mr. E. P. Cartwright was
foreman, at the house of Mr. Thomas Hill, HORSE AND JOCKEY INN, Lower Gornal, into the cause of the death of Mr. J.
Hopson, 37, which occurred under circumstances mentioned in the Evening Express on Monday. Mr. Gibbons, of the Deepdale
Fire-brick and Retort Works, where the accident happened, was in attendance, and Mr. White, of Dudley, a representative of the
Accidental Death Insurance Company, was also present to watch the proceedings on behalf of the company in whose office de-
ceased was insured.

Richard Walton was the first witness, and he stated that the deceased was 37 years old, and was manager at Mr. Gibbons’ fire brick
works at Deepdale, Lower Gornal. About mid-day on Sunday last the deceased was engaged at the works in putting hay-bands
round a retort, and while helping to tighten the band the retort fell over and on to him. The retort was seven feet high, and would
weigh about half a ton. In answer to Mr. Aston, a brother in law of the deceased, witness said he had never known a retort fall
over before, when being wrapped.....

The jury returned a verdict of Accidental Death.

Allusion was made to the excellent character which the deceased bore, and how his loss would be much felt in the neighbourhood,
where he was very useful and greatly respected.....”

David Collins = David Collings

County Express 14/9/1878

“Mr. W. H. Phillips, District Coroner, held and inquiry on Monday at the HORSE AND JOCKEY, Dibdale Lane, Lower Gornal, as
to the death of John Fellowes, aged 72, who was found dead in a hut on Friday morning.

The jury having been sworn the Coroner said he had already been to the place in which the deceased had resided, and owing to
the filthy state of the habitation he regretted that the jury were compelled to go to it in order to view the body. They would find it
dirty and utterly devoid of furniture.

The jury, accompanied by a police-officer, proceeded to the hut, which was situated in the centre of a large field, and surrounded
by good vegetation, but upon arriving at the hut — for it was certainly not a house, there being only one room in it, about eight feet
in width and twelve in length — the jury were horrified by the offensive odour arising from the filth and also from the corpse. The
relatives of the deceased, the wife (sixty-five years of age), and an imbecile daughter, who had in her arms an illegitimate baby,
were washing themselves in water obtained from a sewer near the hut. They were in a most filthy state, and wore scarcely any
clothing. At the end of the room were four-post beds and the frames, but no bedding was upon them. On the chimney shelf was a
cat, which appeared to be greatly alarmed on seeing so many visitors, and at the bottom of the bedstead was placed a parish coffin.
This was all that was to be seen, for there was not a particle of furniture, with the exception of an old ‘bench,” which was placed in
the garden. When the police-officer removed the lid of the coffin shavings were seen to be strewn across a white sheet, and upon
the sheet being removed the body of a man was found. It was entirely naked, the skin and bones were black with filth, and the
odour arising was so bad as to cause many of the jury men and one of the police-officers to vomit.

Upon returning to the public-house evidence was taken.

Eliza Jane Fellowes, said she was the daughter of the deceased. She was single, and the child at her breast was an illegitimate
child. For the last twelve months her father had been unwell, and had been in receipt of 4s a week as parish relief to “keep four

of them.” Her father had been ‘clammed’ to death. When in employment he used to break cinders. Some time after he had been
taken ill the parish surgeon came and saw him, and said he was suffering from a bad cough, and he could do no good for him. Her
father slept on a bench, and on Friday morning when she awoke she found him dead on the floor. For the house in which they
lived no rent, but only rates and taxes, to be paid. The previous week her father had received 2s 6d from the relieving officer and
2s in food.

Mrs. Fellowes (interposing): Dr. Ballenden says he is worn out and ‘clemmed’ to death.

The Coroner: Has he ever had an opportunity of going to the Workhouse? — Witness: His other daughter wanted him to go but he
would not do so.

The Coroner (to Mrs. Fellowes): You ought to go to the Workhouse; you should be taken care of there. — Mrs. Fellowes (crying):
I shall not go there; they will ‘clem’ me to death.

The Coroner: Who does the house in which you live belong to? — Mrs. Fellowes: They are lost houses.




In answer to the Coroner, witness said three days previous to her father dying he had nothing to eat.

The Coroner: During that time was there any food in the house to give him? Witness: No.

The Coroner: Are you satisfied no person has injured your father? — Witness: Yes.

Susannah Fellowes, the widow gave corroborative evidence.

By the Jury: The relieving officer had not recommended her husband or herself to go into the house, neither had the parish officer.
The Coroner said the house was filthily dirty, and was not fit for habitation, and he thought the Sanitary Authorities ought to take
steps in the matter at once. The parish authorities ought also to take care of the two women and the child. He had noticed a bruise
on the deceased’s face, and he would like to know how it was done? — Witness: By falling off a bench. He had to lie on a bench,
as there was no bed for him.

The Coroner: I would recommend you go to the Workhouse. — Witness (crying bitterly): I will never go.

The Coroner: But the place in which you live is not healthy, and you have no beds, nor any clothing to cover you. You will be
starved to death in the winter.

Mr. Millington (foremen of the jury) said it would not do for the women to go to the house again until the corpse as removed, for
the odour arising from it was enough to kill anyone.

Witness said she and her daughter would go and stay in the fields.

The Coroner: The Sanitary Authorities will compel you to leave the house, and then you will have to go to the Workhouse. — Wit-
ness: I will not go to the Workhouse. I would rather live in that old house, if I only had a potato a day to eat.

The Coroner: How long have you lived there? — Witness: Nine years.

The Coroner said it appeared to him that some of the people were degenerating into wild animals. He certainly thought that they
were worse than savages or else they would never wish to exist in filth and vermin.

Witness said that if the house was white washed it would do.

A woman named Hale, who was present, said there was an ‘awful amount’ of vermin that require killing. The deceased’s clothes
had to be burnt owing to being covered in vermin.

The jury returned a verdict of Died from Natural Causes, and recommended that the Sedgley Local Board be requested to close
the house as being unfit for human habitation, and also that the receiving officer be requested to visit the place at once with a view
of the two women and the child being removed to the Workhouse.

Mrs. Fellowes said it was useless talking about going to the Workhouse, for she should not go, as she had been ‘clammed’ there
before.

The Coroner: But you ought to go if you wish to be comfortable. — Mrs. Fellowes: I will never go, for I will cut my throat first.
The Coroner: But you will be kept clean there. — Mrs. Fellowes: I don’t care.

The Coroner: It will not do for you to go about like a wild animal in a nude state. That will not do. — Mrs. Fellowes: I tell you I
ain’t going.

The Coroner: I cannot make you go; I can only recommend you to go. — Mrs Fellowes: I won’t flinch an inch.

The Coroner: I don’t know how you can live in such a beastly place and go about in a state of nudity. As the daughter has got a
child, she ought to go into the Workhouse and take care of it.

Mrs. Fellowes: Her father said before he died she should not go into the poor-house. If she does go in I will soon die.

The Coroner said it appeared useless talking to the woman, and the jury being of the same opinion, directed the police-officer to
inform the relieving officer of the whole of the facts of the case, and request him to bury the body at once.

The inquiry created a great deal of interest.”

1881 Census

37, Deepdale Bank — HORSE AND JOCKEY INN

[1] David Collings (37), brickyard labourer, born Sedgley;

[2] Martha Collings (37), wife, no occupation, born Sedgley;
[3] Joseph Collings (16), son, brickyard labourer, born Sedgley;
[4] Sarah Collings (5), daughter, scholar, born Sedgley;

[5] Maud Collings (1), daughter, born Sedgley;

[6] Mary Lees (20), domestic servant, born Sedgley:

Birmingham Daily Post 29/9/1885
“At the Stipendiary’s Court, yesterday, David Collins, publican, Dibdale, was fined £5 and costs for keeping his house open on

Sunday, the 13" inst. The defendant supplied drink to a number of men who assembled in a private house on Sunday morning.
Elisha Marsh, licensed victualler, Church Road, Lower Gornal, was fined 20s and costs for a similar offence. On Sunday, the 13%
inst defendant permitted two customers to remain on his licensed premises after closing time.”

County Express 7/11/1885

“Messrs. Rollinson and Beckley, auctioneers, Brierley Hill, held a very successful sale of property at the FIVE WAY'S INN, Lower
Gornal, on Tuesday last. The room was crowded and the bidding brisk. The lots were ultimately disposed of as follows. Lot 1.
Public house, HORSE AND JOCKEY INN, Dibdale, sold to Mr. Peacock for £350.....”

1891 Census

37, Deepdale Lane — HORSE AND JOCKEY INN

[1] Richard Bale (58), licensed victualler, born Alvechurch, Worcestershire;
[2] Jane Elizabeth Bale (49), wife, born Donnington, Shropshire;



[3] Thomas Bale (19), butcher’s apprentice, born Wednesfield;

[4] Mary Jane Earp (17), step daughter, barmaid, born Dunstable, Staffordshire;

[5] Edith Mable Earp (15), step daughter, student, born Dunstable, Staffordshire;

[6] Richard William Bale (6), son, student, born Dunstable, Staffordshire;

[7] Mary Jane Wilkes (44), sister in law, unmarried, born Elmley Lovatt, Worcestershire, deaf and dumb:

1901 Census

37, Deepdale Lane — HORSE AND JOCKEY INN

[1] Samuel Towle (62), public house manager, born Mansfield, Nottinghamshire;

[2] Hannah Towle (59), wife, born Warmfield, Yorkshire;

[3] George Towle (20), son, electrical mechanical labourer, born Great Wyrley, Yorkshire;
[4] Edward Towle (16), son, iron safe maker, born Cannock, Staffordshire;

[5] Joseph Bagley (30), son in law, sand merchant’s waggoner, born Sedgley;

[6] Rose Bagley (26), daughter, born Swadlincote, Derbyshire;

[7] Samuel B. Bagley (7 weeks), grandson, born Sedgley:

Lichfield Mercury 4/7/1908

“Staffordshire Quarter Sessions.

Thomas Price, a miner, was indicted for unlawfully wounding William Henry Beardsmore with a knife at Lower Gornal, on May
4" Mr. R. J. Lawrence defended.

It appeared that the men were in the HORSE AND JOCKEY INN, Lower Gornal, and there had been a dispute between prosecutor
and a man named Bennett with regard to some pigeons. Prisoner interfered in the dispute, and it was alleged that he challenged
prosecutor to fight. The landlord put a stop to the dispute in the public house by ordering the men out of the inn, and the men went
into a field, where they exchanged blows. Prisoner and prosecutor fell on the ground, and in the scuffle which took place it was
asserted that prisoner pulled out a knife and wounded prosecutor on the head with it. The defence was that the knife was used in
self-defence, prisoner alleging that prosecutor had threatened to kill him, and the wounds received by the prosecutor were due to
an accident. The jury acquitted the prisoner.”

Tipton Herald 21/8/1909

“Joseph Waterfield, of Dibdale Lane, was summoned for being drunk on the licensed premises of the HORSE AND JOCKEY
INN, Dibdale, on July 26%.

PC Rock stated that the defendant went on to the licensed premises in a drunken state and demanded to be supplied with drink, but
the landlord ordered him to leave, which he declined to do. He was eventually ejected from the inn by PC Rock.

Defendant expressed regret for his conduct, and was fined 10s 6d.”

1911 Census

Deepdale Bank

[1] John Chilton (39), licensed victualler, born Tipton;

[2] Phoebe Chilton (39), wife, married 18 years, born Tipton;
[3] Thomas Henry Chilton (17), son, nothing, born Tipton;
[4] George Chilton (10), son, school, born Tipton;

[5] Dora Chilton (7), daughter, school, born Tipton;

[6] Nellie Chilton (6), daughter, school, born Tipton;

[7] Lucy Chilton (3), daughter, born Tipton;

[8] Gilbert Chilton (1), son, born Tipton:

John Chilton — check also BRITANNIA, Hall Street, Dudley; MAZEPPA, Dudley; and MINERS ARMS, Salop Street, Dudley.

Bilston & Willenhall Times 22/11/1924

“On Monday afternoon, at the HORSE AND JOCKEY INN, Lower Gornal, Mr. J. T. Higgs, the South Staffs Coroner, held an
enquiry into the death of Thomas Morgan (60), 10, Furlong Walk, Lower Gornal. It was stated that the deceased retired from
business four years ago, and had since been suffering from diabetes and indigestion. He was last attended by Dr. McMillan, of
Upper Gornal, about twelve months ago. On November 14", he ate his supper as usual, and retired to bed. About 10pm he com-
plained of pains in his chest. His wife placed a mustard plaster on his chest, but he still complained, and died in bed about 9.40am
on November 15%.

A verdict of Natural Causes was returned.”

Dudley Chronicle 8/9/1927

“Some 12 or 18 months ago it was thought the Sedgley, Upper Gornal and Lower Gornal District Friendly Society Committee
would become defunct owing to lack of funds to enable them to carry on with the good work, but the new president (Councillor
C. A. Pratt, JP) came along, and offered a cup for competition amongst the licensed houses and clubs of the district, the cup to be
held by the inn or club collecting the largest amount of money. The committee at once got to work, and to the surprise of all, the

new president’s move has more than justified itself by the magnificent financial result.
Very keen rivalry has been displayed throughout, more especially with the GREEN DRAGON HOTEL and the WOODMAN INN




boxes respectively, the GREEN DRAGON HOTEL having just come out on top, thus winning the cup for the first time.

It is very gratifying, indeed, in being able to state that the united efforts have raised £112 18s 2d, which has been placed in the
bank, and will, as necessity arises, be allocated to the various institutions.

The Contributions ..... HORSE AND JOCKEY (Dibdale), Lower Gornal, 1s 1d.”

[GREEN DRAGON, Upper Gornal, £26 11s 2d and WOODMAN INN, Lower Gornal, £25 2s 10d.]

1939 Register
86, Deepdale Lane

[1] Leah Bradley, date of birth 19/3/1875, manageress, widowed;
[2] William (Henry A) (Samson) Sansome, dob 14/12/1900, motor driver, married;
[3] Olive Evelyn (Samson) Sansome, dob 31/12/1906, housewife, married;

1968 — “Mrs. Ida Whittaker, wife of the licensee.”
The HORSE AND JOCKEY closed in 1978.

It was re-opened by Jack Pugh, and his partner John Gardener, as the BLACK BEAR in December 1983.
It was named after a 19" century print of a dancing bear in Sedgley Bull Ring.

London Gazette 3/6/1985
“Taylor, Roger William ..... lately of and carrying on business, as a Publican at the HORSE AND JOCKEY, at 86, Deepdale
Lane..... Date of operation of Order of Discharge — 22 April, 1985.”

It was re-opened on 22" June 1988, after refurbishment.
Diane Davidson was married to lan.

Dudley Chronicle 2/12/1988

“A Black Country “World Cup’ competition raised £500 for the Children in Need appeal. The sponsored competition was organ-
ised by pub landlord Tan Davidson and his wife Diane, who run the BLACK BEAR in Lower Gornal.

Eight teams competed for a trophy presented by Derek ‘The Doog’ Dougan, and the tournament was run along the same lines as a
World Cup, with the two top teams going through to a final match. Winners of the competition at Dudley Leisure Centre were lan
Davidson’s team ‘The Men’ and top fund raisers were the AA Insurance team who were sponsored for more than £200.....”

David Mitchinson — see also LEOPARD, Kingswinford.

Ales & Tales (Summer 2010)

“Bear Faced Robbery. Have you seen this bear? Gavin Lawson asks for help.

It is thought that over the Easter weekend in a bear-faced robbery at the BLACK BEAR in Deepdale Lane, Lower Gornal, this
bear was abducted. It is black, very hairy, and approximately six feet long. On 7" April a customer noticed that it was absent and
reported it to the current landlord, Dave Mitchinson, who said ‘It is a black day when a long time, loyal friend and guardian can be
abducted from his home. I was offered money for him in the past.’

The bear had arrived from Germany in the early 1980s along with the German wife of a former landlord, Jack Pugh. Jack re-
named the pub, previously called the HORSE AND JOCKEY, the BLACK BEAR in honour of the animal. It had been displayed
on the wall in the lower lounge until a few years ago when the pub was being redecorated, during which it had been re-homed in
the ‘conservatory’ at the rear until a way of cleaning it could be found.

No ransom demands have been received and a sniffer dog was employed to search the pub’s ‘ornamental gardens’ but no sign

or scent was found. An insubstantial reward has been offered to anyone with any information, who should contat the BLACK
BEAR. The pub, which serves up to 8 real ales, including ‘Black Bear’ brewed by Kinver, is well worth a visit even without the
bear, which will be sadly missed by not many.”

London Gazette 15/2/2017

“Bankruptcy Orders

Mitchinson, David, BLACK BEAR, 86 Deepdale Lane, Dudley, DY3 2AE

Birth details: 3 July 1953

David Mitchinson Currently a Publican Trading at 86 Deepdale Lane, Dudley, West Midlands, DY3 2AE as a Publican
In the County Court at Central London

Date of Filing Petition: 8 December 2016

Bankruptcy order date: 8 February 2017

Whether Debtor’s or Creditor’s Petition — Creditor’s

Name and address of petitioner: Commissioners for HM Revenue & Customs Receivables Finance, Barrington Road, Worthing,
BN12 4XH.....”

Express & Star 15/11/2017




“Pub landlord tied up and ‘threatened with gun’ during raid on the BLACK BEAR in Gornal.

A 64-year-old man was severely assaulted and tied up with wire during a robbery at a Lower Gornal pub.

Two masked men entered the BLACK BEAR pub in Deepdale between 3am and 4am on Sunday where they attacked the pub
owner. They pushed their way into the pub after the owner went to investigate a noise at the rear of the property, police believe.
One of the men is believed to have threatened the man with a gun, while the other was holding a scalpel-like instrument.

The 64-year-old man was severely assaulted and tied with wires and put into a cabinet, before the men made off with a quantity of
cash. It is also believed the men deliberately turned a gas hob on before their departure.”

Express & Star 15/10/2018

Businesses given the notices included ..... BLACK BEAR pub in Lower Gornal — all have since complied.”

Dudley News 11/3/2021

“David Mitchinson, aged 67, trading as the BLACK BEAR pub in Deepdale Lane, Lower Gornal, has been charged with six of-
fences under Food Safety and Hygiene Regulations. They include not having hot water for sinks and not keeping working surfac-
es clean. The alleged offences date back to November 2019. Mitchinson is charged with failing to provide hot running water for
wash hand basins; failing to comply with a notice to provide hot water; not providing adequate cleaning and disinfecting facilities;
not having proper food safety procedures; failing to keep surfaces clean; not enough storage and provision for disposal of beer
bottles. The case was adjourned by Black Country Magistrates Court until May.”

Express & Star 7/5/2021

“A Gornal pub has been fined over six breaches of hygiene laws. David Mitchinson, trading as the BLACK BEAR on Deepdale
Lane, has pleaded guilty to all breaches. All six offences took place between November 2019 and January 2020. The 67-year-old
was fined £480 and ordered to pay £850 in costs after failing to ensure hot running water was provided for cleaning hands in the
food area and fined a further £480 for failing to ensure wash hand basins had hot water. Other breaches include failure to provide
adequate facilities for the cleaning and disinfecting of utensils and equipment, specifically no hot water, and failure to put in place
a permanent food safety procedure. Mitchinson also failed to clean and maintain structure and surfaces and to ensure provision
for the storage and disposal of rubbish specifically beer bottles.”

[2021]

BLACK BOY

COSELEY

OWNERS

LICENSEES

Mary Williams [1870]

NOTES

Aris’s Birmingham Gazette 1/10/1870
“Bilston. The adjourned licensing sessions took place yesterday, at the Police Court.....

Mary Williams applied for a license to sell on the premises of the BLACK BOY, Coseley, the house having formerly been a li-
censed one. The application was granted.”

BLACK COUNTRY REALALE HOUSE

Roseville Precinct, Castle Street, COSELEY

OWNERS

Davidson Inns



LICENSEES

NOTES
It was originally Oscar’s Wine Bar.

Closed

BLACK HORSE

6, Skidmore Row, Highfields, (Brierley), COSELEY

OWNERS

Henry Fowler, ironmaster, Tettenhall

LICENSEES

Joseph Blewitt [1828] — [1830]
Henry Baker [1833] —[1842]
Joseph Baker [1845] — 1850);
Henry Baker (1850 —[1858]
James Fellows [1860] — 1863);
Stephen Taylor (1863 —[ ]

John Taylor [1864] —[1865]
John Shutt [1868] — [1870]
Joseph Shutt [1868]

Urban Bate [1871]—1874);
Mark James Fellows (1874);
Abraham Bowkley (1874 —1875);
Robert Phillips (1875 — 1876);
William Francis (1876);
Thomas Wesson (1876 — 1877);
Thomas Taylor (1877 —1878);
John Guest (1878 —1879);
Edward Jones (1879 —1887):

NOTES
Joseph Blewitt = Joseph Blewit
London Gazette 25/12/1829

“Blewitt, Joseph, formerly of Ettingshall, Staffordshire, then of Dudley, Worcestershire, and late of Coseley, Staffordshire, Li-
cenced Victualler and Tailor.”

Henry Baker, retail brewer, Skidmore’s Row. [1833]

Wolverhampton Chronicle 22/10/1845
“On Friday last, another inquest, originating from the same cause [clothing catching alight] was held by Mr. Phillips, at the

BLACK HORSE, Skidmore’s Row, Sedgley. Jemima Gettings, the deceased, was a girl nearly eleven years old, whose pinafore
caught fire while reaching a pot off the fire, no person being in the house beside the deceased and a younger child. The accident
occurred on the 8" instant, and the deceased lingered until the 16", when she died. Verdict in each case Accidental Death.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 27/6/1849
“On Saturday last an inquest was held before W. W. Ward, Esq., coroner (officiating for T. M. Phillips, Esq.) at the BLACK

HORSE, Skidmore’s Row, in this parish, on the body of John Plant, a bricklayer, who was killed on Wednesday, under the follow-
ing circumstances. Plant was at work with another bricklayer, Elijah Caddick, building a chimney at Pothouse Bridge. A labourer



brought up some bricks on a board, when the deceased took the board off his head and threw the bricks on to the scaffold. He
was then standing on brickwork, but jumped off on to the scaffold, a distance of nearly three feet. The scaffold broke, and both
Plant and Caddick fell to the ground, from a height of about twenty-five or twenty-six feet. Plant fell on his side, with his face
downwards. He was bleeding from his right ear, was badly hurt on the back and side of his head, and on other parts of his body
and was quite insensible. He was taken home, and attended by Mr. Kettle, surgeon, but died about four o’clock on the following
morning. He was twenty-six years of age. It was stated that the scaffold was as firm as it could be. The jury returned a verdict of
Accidental Death.”

1851 Census

Skidmore Row

[1] Henry Baker (39), licensed victualler, born Sedgley;
[2] Mary Baker (38), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] Elizabeth Baker (14), daughter, scholar, born Sedgley;
[4] Sarah Baker (13), daughter, scholar, born Sedgley;

[5] Joseph Southall Baker (9), son, scholar, born Sedgley;
[6] Alfred Baker (7), son, scholar, born Sedgley;

[7] Cornelius Baker (6), son, scholar, born Sedgley;

[8] Jeremiah Francis Baker (3), son, scholar, born Sedgley;
[9] John Henry Alexander Baker (under 3 months), son, born Sedgley;
[10] Sarah Smith (20), house servant, born Sedgley;

[11] George Baker (11), son, scholar, born Sedgley:

Wolverhampton Chronicle 15/9/1858 - Advert
“Brierley, in the Parish of Sedgley. Freehold Public House, The BLACK HORSE INN, and a Cottage adjoining.

By Messrs. Aston and Sollom. To Be Sold by Auction, on Thursday, September the 23%, 1858, at five o’clock in the afternoon,
upon the premises, and subject to conditions to be produced at the sale, all that old licensed and well-accustomed Public House
and Premises, with a large yard and stabling, known as the BLACK HORSE INN, also a Cottage adjoining, situate fronting Skid-
more Row, at Brierly, near Sedgley, and now in the occupation of Mr. Henry Baker and his under tenant.

The property is well situated for business, in good repair, and plentifully supplied with water.

For further particulars apply to Mr. Baker, on the premises; or the Auctioneers, Queen Street, Wolverhampton.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 29/12/1858 - Advert
“To Publicans.

To be Sold by Private Treaty, that well-established old-licensed Freehold Public House, known as the BLACK HORSE, situate in
Skidmore’s Row, Coseley, near Bilston, and now in the occupation of Mr. Henry Baker. Also the small Tenement adjoining. The
premises are well situated, with every convenience for carrying on a large trade.

For particulars, apply to Baker and Crockett, Castle Street, Wolverhampton.”

1861 Census

Skidmore Row — BLACK HORSE

[1] James Fellows (39), victualler, born Sedgley;

[2] Sarah Fellows (34), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] Elizabeth Fellows (10), daughter, scholar, born Sedgley;
[4] James Fellows (6), son, scholar, born Sedgley;

[5] Phoebe H. Fellows (4), daughter, scholar, born Sedgley;
[6] John T. Fellows (1), son, born Sedgley;

[7] Elizabeth Fletcher (18), general servant, born Sedgley:

Birmingham Daily Post 23/9/1863 - Advert
“To be Let, with immediate possession, the well-known Old-Licensed Public House, the BLACK HORSE, Skidmore’s Row, near

the Deepfields and Daisy Bank Stations. Satisfactory reasons for leaving will be given by the present landlord, James Fellows.
The house is well situated and surrounded by Works and Potteries.”

Aris’s Birmingham Gazette 19/12/1863
“At Bilston Police Court yesterday, the license of the BLACK HORSE, Sedgley, was transferred from Mr. James Fellows to Mr.

Stephen Taylor, of Birmingham.”

Birmingham Daily Post 25/10/1864 - Advert
“BLACK HORSE, Skidmore Lane, Deepfields, a well-situated Tavern, with Spirit License, doing a good ready-money business.

In-coming £80.
Apply, Roderick and Son.”

Bells Life in I ondon and Sporting Chronicle 19/1/1867
“H. Handley will shoot J. Bamford of Bradley at 21 pigeons each. 1%:0z of shot, 60 yards boundary, for £25, £50, or £100 a side,




on Shrove Tuesday. A match can be made any night next week, at J. Fellows’s, the BLACK HORSE, Skidmore Row.”

County Express 2/5/1868

“William Payne was charged with leaving a cart on the highway at Quarry Bank, and with driving a cart without a name, on the 3™
of February last. He pleaded guilty to the first charge, but not the second.

Police-constable Hammond said on the 3™ of February he saw the cart in High Street, Quarry Bank. After seeing it remain twen-
ty-five minutes he went into the adjoining public house, and found defendant on the bowling green behind. The name on the cart
was ‘James Fellows, BLACK HORSE INN, Skidmore Row, Bilston.” Defendant said that was his name. He had had a journey to
Bilston and two to West Bromwich in search of defendant three months ago.

Defendant said he had business in the public-house, in support of which he produced several bills. He knew it was not right to
leave the horse in the street, but he could trust him. There was a name on the cart, but not the right one. He lived at West Brom-
wich. Ordered to pay costs.”

Birmingham Daily Gazette 10/6/1868 - Advert
“To be Let, at Midsummer, an Old-licensed Public House, the BLACK HORSE, situated in Skidmore Row, Coseley.

Apply on the Premises.”

Birmingham Daily Post 15/6/1868 - Advert
“Sale This day (Monday), June 15.

At the BLACK HORSE, Skidmore Row, near Coseley.

To Publicans, Brokers, And Others.

To Be Sold By Auction, by Mr. Jabez Bywater — Part of the Household Furniture, and the whole of the Brewing Plant, comprising
cross-legged Drinking Tables, one Drinking Table 9 feet long, fitted up with three Drawers, Seating round Tap Room, Screens,
Rail-back Forms, Buffet, 4-pull Beer Machine, with Stop Taps and Barrel Taps complete. Barrels, Vats, Lead Piping, 20-bushel
Mash Tub, wrought-iron Boiler, American Bowling Alley Pegs and Bowls; quantity of Jugs and Glasses, Glass Fittings throughout
the House, and other Articles belonging to connected with the Public Business; belonging to Mr. Joseph Shutt, who is giving up
the Business.”

Birmingham Daily Gazette 1/3/1871
“At the Police Court, yesterday, before Mr. I. Spooner (Stipendiary), Urban Bate, landlord of the BLACK HORSE, Skidmore

Row, was summoned for keeping his house open during prohibited hours. The offence was proved by Police-constable Harrison
to have been committed on the 19" ult. The defendant was fined £5 and costs. Mr. Spooner asked the defendant to produce his
license in order that the conviction might be marked upon it. The defendant, in handing it to the magistrates, remarked that he
wished he (Mr. Spooner) had kept it instead of granting it at the licensing day.

Mr. Spooner said he had nothing to do with granting licenses; but he wished he could be king of Bilston for half-an-hour, and he
would get rid of all the licenses.”

1871 Census

6, Skidmore Row

[1] Urban Bate (41), engineer at chemical works, born Sedgley;
[2] Mary A. Bate (40), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] Edwin Bate (14), son, labourer, born Darlaston;

[4] William Bate (12), son, labourer, born Darlaston;

[5] Maria Bate (10), daughter, born Toll End;

[6] Emma Bate (8), daughter, born Toll End;

[7] Austin Corkendale (17), stepson, labourer, born Ettingshall;
[8] Antony Corkendale (15), stepson, labourer, born Bilston;
[9] Mary Jane Corkendale (8), stepdaughter, bornTunstall:

Birmingham Daily Post 27/9/1873
“Bilston Adjourned Annual Licensing Sessions. These Sessions were held yesterday.....

An application made by John Bryon, formerly landlord of the BLACK HORSE, Coseley, for the temporary transfer of his license
to Urban Bate, also of Coseley, was objected to by Mr. Samuel Jackson, the owner of the house in question, on the ground that
Bate had been convicted for a breach of his license during his tenancy at a public house formerly in his possession. The Bench
declined to grant the transfer.

The application of Urban Bate, landlord of the BLACK HORSE, Skidmore’s Row, Coseley, for the transfer of his license to Josh-
ua Fellows, formerly of Swindon, was adjourned for a week.”

Birmingham Daily Post 14/10/1873
“Staffordshire Quarter Sessions.

John Harrison (53), engineer, was charged with obtaining by false pretences, from Urban Bate in January, 1872, at Sedgley, a
quantity of whisky and ale, with intent to cheat. Mr. Bosanquet was for the prosecution, and Mr. Motteram defended the accused.
The evidence tendered went to show that on a certain day in January, 1872, the accused went to the house of the prosecutor, who
is a licensed victualler, and representing that he was a delegate from the ‘Associated Amalgamate’ of engineers, and had called to



see if the society could make arrangements to hold meetings there, obtained refreshments. It turned out that he did not belong to
the society. In cross-examination, the prosecutor admitted that he had made no application to the society for the money. The Jury
under the direction of the Assistant-chairman, acquitted the prisoner.

Mr. Bosanquet, after a little delay, then proceeded with a second indictment, which charged the defendant with obtaining 5s by
false pretences, from David Walters, on 25" August, 1870, at Sedgley. The circumstances of this case nearly resembled the previ-
ous one. Defendant alleged that he represented an engineers’ association, the members of which were to take possession of a club
room at prosecutor’s on the following Saturday, when they would march in procession, with a band and banners. He obtained 5s
for the purpose of getting bills printed. Evidence was called to show that the defendant had not been connected with any associa-
tion of engineers in the district.

Mr. Motteram submitted that there was no case for the Jury, and did not offer any observations on the evidence.

The Assistant-chairman, however, said that the case materially differed from the previous charge, and laid the evidence very ex-
haustively before the Jury, who ultimately found a verdict of guilty, and the prisoner was sentenced to six months’ imprisonment.”

Birmingham Daily Gazette 10/9/1877
“Thomas Taylor, BLACK HORSE, Skidmore Row, Sedgley, was fined 40s and costs at the Bilston Police Court, on Friday, for

permitting drunkenness in his house on Sunday, 19" August. Mr. C. Barrow, of Wolverhampton, appeared for the defence.”

London Gazette 2/4/1878

“The Bankruptcy Act, 1869. In the County Court of Worcestershire, holden at Dudley. In the Matter of a Special Resolution for
Liquidation by Arrangement of the affairs of Thomas Taylor, of the BLACK HORSE, Skidmore Row ..... Innkeeper and Foreman
..... Jabez Bywater, of Princes End, Tipton, ..... Auctioneer, has been appointed Trustee of the property of the debtor.....”

Wolverhampton Express and Star 31/8/1878
“Bilston Annual Licensing Sessions.....

The following is the list of licensed victuallers and beerhouse keepers who had been summoned during the year for offences
against the Licensing Act ..... Licensed victuallers.....

Thomas Taylor, BLACK HORSE INN, Coseley, permitting drunkenness, 7% September, 1877, fined £2 and costs, and license
endorsed.”

AND

Wolverhampton Express and Star 21/9/1878

“The Adjourned Licensing Sessions.....

The persons who had been convicted during the last twelve months for offences against their licenses, the renewals of which were
withheld until today, now appeared before the Bench, and there being no further complaint as to the conduct of their houses in the
interval the magistrates granted the renewals.”

Birmingham Daily Post 16/9/1878 - Advert
“Coseley. To Let, BLACK HORSE INN, Skidmore’s Row. Doing good trade. In-coming low.

Apply on premises.”

The license was not taken out in 1887.

BLACK HORSE

42, (49), (Upper) Ettingshall Road, (Ettingshall Lane), (49, Sodom Road), Sodom, COSELEY

OWNERS

Samuel Jackson, IVY HOUSE, Mount Pleasant, Coseley
William Hampton, licensed victualler, Providence Row, Coseley
Millward Brothers, maltsters, Wednesbury

LICENSEES

William Swatman [1840] - [1842]
Thomas Jackson [1845] — [1860]
Mary Richards [1861] — [1865]
George Horton [ ] —1866);

Moses Vines (1866 —[ ]

Edward Judson [1867]—[1868]
Joseph Fletcher [1868] —[1870]



John Bryan [1871] - 1873);

Joseph Jeavons (1873 — 1875);

John Tonks (1875);

John Bryan (1875 — 1883);
Benjamin Ward (1883 — 1886);
Mrs. Susannah Ward (1886 — 1893);
Benjamin Ward (1893);

William Hampton (1893 —1909);
Henry Wingrove (1909 —1910);
Jesse Harper (1910 — 1911);

John Thomas Sharkey (1911 —1923);
William Cope (1923 —1927);
William Clark (1927);

Edward Clamp (1927 — 1928):

NOTES

Sodom [1849], [1850], [1865]

49, Sodom Road [1871]

Ettingshall Lane

49, Upper Ettingshall Lane [1881]

42, Ettingshall Road [1891]

Ettingshall Road [1896]

42, Upper Ettingshall Road [1901]

Upper Ettingshall Road [7904], [1911], [1912]

Wolverhampton Chronicle 9/9/1840

“An adjourned meeting of Magistrates was held on Friday at the Public Office, for the purpose of considering the applications for
public house licenses, and new licenses were granted to the following applicants.....

William Swatman, Ettingshall Lane, Bilston.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 3/1/1844
“The following inquests have been held before T. M. Phillips, Esq, coroner.....

On Monday last, at the BLACK HORSE, Sodom, in the parish of Sedgley, on a child named William Hampton, about five years
old, who came to his death in a similar way [his clothes taking fire] ..... Verdict in each case Accidental Death.”

Birmingham Journal 16/6/1849
“On Monday last, an inquest was held at the BLACK HORSE public house, Sodom, in this parish, on the body of Elizabeth Bur-

den, a child of about eighteen months old, who met with her death on Saturday, in consequence of a wheel of a cart going over its
head. There was no blame attached to the driver, as he was close to the horse’s head at the moment of the occurrence. Mr. Daniel
Hughes, farmer, of Coseley, to whom the cart belonged, kindly offered to bear the expenditure of the burial of the deceased.”

Birmingham Journal 28/12/1850
“On Tuesday last, an occurrence of a most distressing nature took place on the bank of a pit belonging to Mr. Thomas Pemberton,

coal and iron master, Coseley. The pit is worked by a horse gin, the driver of which is a lad named Benjamin Wilkes, and with
him at the time was a boy, only nine years of age, named George Mills. They had been paying together for some time, but Wilkes
having occasion to go into the hovel, Mills must in the meantime have climbed up into the wooden drum, round which the pit rope
is wound by the movement of the horse. Wilkes not being aware of this, suddenly started the horse, and the head of the poor lad,
being caught by a beam which is fixed above the drum, he was decapitated in an instant. An inquest was held on Thursday, at the
BLACK HORSE INN, Sodom, but we have not learned the result.”

1851 Census

Sodom — BLACK HORSE

[1] Thomas Jackson (59), coal miner and victualler, born Sedgley;
[2] Sarah Jackson (56), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] Samuel Jackson (21), son, coal labourer, born Sedgley;

[4] Elizabeth Jackson (18), daughter, born Sedgley;

[5] Ann Marie Jackson (13), daughter, scholar, born Sedgley;

[6] Thomas Jackson (11), son, scholar, born Sedgley:

Staffordshire Advertiser 27/12/1851
“An inquest was held on Friday, at the BLACK HORSE, Sodom, before T. M. Phillips, Esq, on the body of Ann Webb, aged two
years. From the evidence of the deceased’s mother, it appeared that on the morning of the 4" instant the deceased took the tea pot



from the hob to put it on the table, when the bottom of the pot fell out, and she was severely scalded on the neck and breast, from
the results of which she died on the 18" inst. Verdict Accidental Death.”

Staffordshire Advertiser 17/4/1852

“An inquest was held on the 13" inst, at the BLACK HORSE INN, Sodom, before T. M. Phillips, Esq, coroner, on the body of
Harriet Lydia Burden, the illegitimate child of Mary Bartlett, who died on the 12% inst, from injuries she received in consequence
of her clothes taking fire during the absence of her mother. A verdict of Accidental Death was returned.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 5/9/1855 - Advert
“Freehold Houses At Sodom, Staffordshire.

To be Sold by Auction, by John Mason, on Friday, the 14" day of September, 1855, at the house of Mr. Thomas Jackson, the
BLACK HORSE INN, at Sodom, in the parish of Sedgley, at six o’clock in the evening, subject to conditions the to be read.....”

Birmingham Daily Post 8/11/1858
“On Friday morning last, as Richard Walters, a miner, 55 years of age, was at work in a pit at Coseley, a quantity of earth rushed

from the side of the shaft and injured the unfortunate man so seriously about the head that he died shortly afterwards. The body
was removed to the BLACK HORSE, Sodom, where it awaits the coroner’s inquest.”

Bells Life in . ondon and Sporting Chronicle 27/1/1861
“B. Fellows of Sodom will run Fred Wright of Sedgley 90 yards, for £10 a side. Money ready any night next week at the BLACK
HORSE INN, Sodom.”

Bells Life in . ondon and Sporting Chronicle 27/1/1861

“Campbell of Sodom will run C. Jones of Sedgley 90 yards, if he will give him 2 yards start, or run Tie of the same place level.
Either of the matches can be made for £15 a side, any time next week, at the BLACK HORSE INN, Sodom.”

AND

“B. Fellows of Can Lane, Bilston, will run Fred Wright of Sedgley 120 yards level, for £10 a side. Money ready any night next
week, at the BLACK HORSE INN, Sodom.”

1861 Census

Ettingshall Road

[1] Mary Richards (37), widow, victualler, born Sedgley;

[2] Archibald Campbell (19), son, blacksmith, born Sedgley;
[3] Edwin Campbell (17), son, blacksmith, born Sedgley;
[4] Sarah Campbell (15), daughter, born Sedgley;

[5] Elizabeth Campbell (13), daughter, born Sedgley;

[6] Elizabeth Thomas (19), house servant, born Bushbury:

Wolverhampton Chronicle 25/1/1865
“An inquest was held at the BLACK HORSE INN, Sodom, on Wednesday last, before T. M. Phillips, Esq, coroner, on the body of

Mary Jones, a married woman, who lived at the village, and who had died from injuries caused by burning. It appeared that the
deceased was 59 years of age, and on the 9™ instant a neighbour, hearing her screams for assistance, went out and saw the de-
ceased in front of her own house enveloped in flames. The witness threw a quantity of water over her and extinguished the flames
as speedily as possible, and a surgeon was speedily in attendance, but the poor woman was so frightfully burnt in the upper part of
her body that she died on Monday last. She was unable to give any account of the affair, but the supposition was, as she was alone
in the house at the time, that some part of her clothing accidentally came into contact with the grate where a fire was burning, and
thus caught the flames. The Jury returned a verdict of Accidental Death.”

Birmingham Daily Post 26/7/1866 - Advert
“To be Let, the BLACK HORSE INN, Sodom, near Sedgley, and possession may be had immediately.

For further particulars, apply to George Horton, BLACK HORSE, Sodom, near Sedgley.”

It had brewing plant. [1868]

Birmingham Daily Gazette 21/2/1868 - Advert
“Bankruptcy Act, 1861.

Unreserved Sale, The BLACK HORSE, Sodom near Coseley.

By Mr. John Bent, Tomorrow (Saturday), February 22 — the whole of the excellent Brewing Plant, well-seasoned Casks, 16-bushel
Mash Tub, Coolers, Wrought and Cast-iron Boilers, six-pull Beer Machine and Piping, Jugs, Cups, Measures, Tables, Benches,
Household Furniture and Effects, belonging to Mr. Judd [sic], a Bankrupt.

Sale to commence at Eleven o’clock.”

London Gazette 21/2/1868
“Edward Judson, now and for four months last past residing at the BLACK HORSE INN, Sodom, Coseley, in the parish of Sedg-




ley, in the county of Stafford, Licensed Victualler and Engineer, and for one year and three months previously thereto residing at
the ROLLERS ARMS, Coseley aforesaid, Beerhouse Keeper and Engineer, having been adjudged bankrupt under a Petition for
adjudication of Bankruptcy, filed in the County Court of Worcestershire, holden at Dudley, on the 17th day of February, 1868,

is hereby required to surrender himself to Thomas Walker, Esq., Registrar of the said Court, at the first meeting of creditors to
be held before the said Registrar, on the 12th day of March next, at twelve o’clock at noon precisely, at the said Court. Thomas
Walker, Esq., is the Official Assignee, and Joseph Stokes, Esq., of Dudley, is the Solicitor acting in the bankruptcy.”

John Bryan = John Bryon

1871 Census

49, Sodom Road — BLACK HORSE

[1] John Bryan (41), miner, born West Bromwich;

[2] Hannah Bryan (38), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] Sarah Jane Bryan (18), daughter, scholar, born Sedgley;
[4] Carmi Bryan (15), son, tradesman, born Sedgley;

[5] John Bryan (13), son, miner, born Sedgley;

[6] Job Bryan (24), lodger, tradesman, born Sedgley;

[7] Rebecca Davies (8), adopted child, born Sedgley;

[8] James Richards (25), son in law, tradesman, born Sedgley;
[9] Emily Richards (21), daughter, born Sedgley;

[10] James Richards (1), grandson, born Sedgley:

Birmingham Daily Post 27/9/1873
“Bilston Adjourned Annual Licensing Sessions. These Sessions were held yesterday.....

An application made by John Bryon, formerly landlord of the BLACK HORSE, Coseley, for the temporary transfer of his license
to Urban Bate, also of Coseley, was objected to by Mr. Samuel Jackson, the owner of the house in question, on the ground that
Bate had been convicted for a breach of his license during his tenancy at a public house formerly in his possession. The Bench
declined to grant the transfer.

The application of Urban Bate, landlord of the BLACK HORSE, Skidmore’s Row, Coseley, for the transfer of his license to Josh-
ua Fellows, formerly of Swindon, was adjourned for a week.”

Midland Examiner 21/8/1875

“John Marchant, a stud groom, of Hockley, Yorkshire, was summoned by Martha Davies, of Sodom, near Deepfields, to show
cause why he should not be called upon to contribute towards the maintenance of her illegitimate child, of which he was alleged
putative father. The complainant is a sister to the girl Jane Davies, who accused Mr. Tonks, land lord of the BLACK HORSE,
Deepfields, with an indecent assault, for which he was committed for trial, and which case Martha Davies was one of the witness-
es.

Mr. Barrow appeared for the complainant, and Mr. Fellows, of Birmingham for the defendant.

The application was dismissed owing to the defendant calling a man who spoke to seeing the applicant with another man.”

[At Stafford Quarter Sessions on October 18", 1875, John Tonks appeared charged with ‘assault with intent’ and found
not guilty.]

Dudley Herald 19/8/1876 - Advert

“Unreserved Sale Of Three Powerful Cart Horses, gearing, Chaff Engine and Effects, on Monday, August the 21, 1876, at the
BLACK HORSE INN, Sodom, Coseley.

To be Sold By Auction, by Mr. John Bent, on Monday, August 21%, 1876, three useful Cart or Boat Horses fresh from work, to-
gether with the Gearing, Chaff Engine, and other Effects, removed to Mr. Bryan’s, the BLACK HORSE, Sodom, near Coseley, for
convenience of sale.

Sale to commence at Twelve o’clock.”

County Express 11/5/1878

“At the Police Court on Monday, before I. Spooner (Stipendiary) and Mr. F. A. Homer, John Bryan, sen., landlord of the BLACK
HORSE INN, Sodom; John Bryan, jun., Carmi Bryan, and David Unett, were charged on remand with unlawfully wounding Ben-
jamin Fellowes, puddler, Upper Ettingshall Road, on the 15% ult.

It will be remembered that on the day in question a general disturbance took place at Sodom, in the course of which the prosecu-
tor was knocked down by the prisoners, who grievously assaulted him and broke two of his ribs. Mr. Sheldon, of Wednesbury,
appeared to prosecute; and Mr. Joseph Underhill (instructed by Mr. R. A. Wilcock, of Wolverhampton), appeared for the defence.
Mr. Sheldon said he wished to inform the Stipendiary that terms had been offered by the prisoners to the prosecutor, which had led
him to ask for the case to be withdrawn.

Mr. Spooner: What are the terms? — Mr. Sheldon: They are willing to pay £20 and the costs.

Mr. Spooner: I was going to say that I would not allow the case to be withdrawn under £20. (To prosecutor) Are you willing to
submit to those terms? — Prosecutor: Yes, Sir.

Mr. Wilcock, on behalf of prisoners then paid £20, and costs £1 18s 6d.

Mr. Spooner, in addressing the prisoners, said they would be discharged. They appeared to be respectable men, but he could




hardly overlook the fact that four men had committed a brutal attack on one. Nevertheless, he thought it would be better for the
prosecutor to receive a sum of money than the prisoners to be sent to gaol.”

Dudley Herald 1/5/1880

“On Monday afternoon a married woman named Sarah Jones (40), was found dead in a chair at her house, which is situated at
Sodom. A few days ago the deceased’s husband and adopted son were committed to prison for stealing a wheelbarrow, since
which the deceased had been very melancholy. At times she complained greatly of her trouble, and was nearly always weeping.
Death is supposed to have been caused to a great extent of grief. It is rumoured that the deceased had been starved to death, but
there is no foundation for the rumour, as food was found in the house by Police-sergeant Ellis. An inquiry was held on Thursday,
at the BLACK HORSE INN, Sodom, by Mr. W. H. Phillips (district coroner), relative to the death of Sarah Jones (43), who died
suddenly on Monday. Some witnesses alleged that the deceased had been starved to death, whilst others stated the deceased had
been subjected to violence. The enquiry was adjourned for the purpose of a post mortem examination being made.”

1881 Census

49, Upper Ettingshall Lane — BLACK HORSE INN

[1] John Bryan (53), coal miner and licensed victualler, born Sedgley;
[2] Hannah Bryan (49), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] James Richards (11), grandson, scholar, born Sedgley;

[4] John T. Bryan (3), grandson, born Sedgley:

Benjamin Ward died on 1% February 1886.

1891 Census

42, Ettingshall Road - BLACK HORSE INN

[1] Susannah Ward (64), licensed victualler, born Wolverhampton;

[2] William Bennett (13), grandson, butcher’s assistant, born Sedgley:

Susannah Ward died on 19" January 1893.

Sporting Life 8/9/1900

“Articles have been signed, and the whole of the stakes £20 deposited in our hands, for Thomas Gutteridge, of Wallbrook, Cose-
ley, and Samuel Cooper, Coppice, Coseley, to play a match of quoits on Monday next, September 10. To play 61 points up, Coo-
per to be in receipt of 10 points start. The first half of the match to be contested at the BLACK HORSE Quoit Ground, Sodom,
Upper Ettingshall, and the remaining half at the STAR Quoit Ground, Wallbrook, Coseley. First quoit to be pitched at 10am. The
Sporting Life appoints a referee.”

[Thomas Gutteridge beat Samuel Cooper (10 points given) 61-53.]

1901 Census

42, Upper Ettingshall Road

[1] William Hampton (53), licensed victualler, born Sedgley;
[2] Betsy Hampton (46), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] Thomas Hampton (21), son, bricklayer, born Sedgley;
[4] Eliza E. Hampton (20), daughter, born Sedgley;

[5] Maud Hampton (18), daughter, born Sedgley;

[6] Lily Hampton (16), daughter, born Sedgley;

[7] May Hampton (14), daughter, born Sedgley:

1911 Census

Upper Etingshall Road - BLACK HORSE INN

[1] John Thomas Sharkey (44), boat maker and licensed victualler, born Coseley;
[2] Martha Sharkey (43), wife, married 23 years, assisting in business, born Coseley;
[3] Abel Sharkey (22), son, holloware moulder, born Coseley;

[4] Mary Sharkey (20), daughter, assisting at home, born Coseley;

[5] Phoebe Sharkey (17), daughter, domestic service, born Coseley;

[6] Sarah Sharkey (13), daughter, born Coseley;

[7] John Sharkey (11), son, born Coseley;

[8] Charlie Sharkey (1), son, born Coseley;

[9] Francis Pountney (37), boarder, general labourer, born Tipton:

John Sharkey was also a brewer.

John Thomas Sharkey — see also OLD HOUSE AT HOME.

Birmingham Daily Gazette 23/12/1926



“Alleged to have stolen jewellery worth £97, Mary Cope, 38, married, of the BLACK HORSE INN, Upper Ettingshall, appeared
at Wolverhampton yesterday, and was remanded for a week. Detective-constable Pendred said that in consequence of complaints
by Messrs. Kemp and Wilcox, jewellers, he made inquiries, and arrested the prisoner. When charged she is alleged to have said,
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‘No, I have nothing to say. I should not have done it had it not been for that rotter’.

Birmingham Daily Gazette 30/12/1926
“Mary Cope, aged 38, married, BLACK HORSE INN, Ettingshall, again appeared in the Wolverhampton police court yesterday

and was remanded on bail on nine charges of false pretences. At her previous appearance she was charged with obtaining by false
pretences jewellery to the value of £97 from a local firm.”

Staffordshire Advertiser 22/1/1927

“Quarter Sessions.....

May Cope (38), BLACK HORSE INN, Upper Ettingshall, pleaded guilty to having obtained goods by false pretences, and was
bound over for 12 months.”

Staffordshire Advertiser 28/5/1927

“Notice Of Principal Meeting. County of Stafford.

Notice is hereby given, that the Principal Meeting to be held pursuant to the Licensing Rules, 1910, by the Compensation Authori-
ty for the above Area, will be held at the Shire Hall, Stafford, on Tuesday, the 19" day of July, 1927, at 11 o’clock am.

And Notice Is Hereby Also Given, that the Compensation Authority will at the Meeting be prepared to hear, with reference to
the Renewal of the Licences of the several Premises specified in the subjoined list, all those Persons to whom under the Licens-
ing (Consolidation) Act, 1910, they are bound to give an opportunity of being heard; that is to say, the Persons interested in any
Licensed Premises in question, and, unless it appears to the Compensation Authority unnecessary, any other persons appearing
to them to be interested in the question of the renewal of the license of those premises (including the Justices of the Licensing
District).....

BLACK HORSE, Coseley. Alehouse. Licensee Edward Clamp.”

Staffordshire Advertiser 23/7/1927

“.....at the principal meeting of the Staffordshire County Licensing Compensation Authority held at the Shire Hall, Stafford, on
Tuesday.....

The licence referral of the BLACK HORSE, Coseley, was unopposed by the owner, and was not renewed.”

Staffordshire Advertiser 7/1/1928

“At the meeting of the Compensation Authority held on July 19, the Committee refused 13 out of 16 licenses referred to them. At
the Supplemental Meeting the Committee fixed the compensation of the undermentioned cases as follows.....

BLACK HORSE, Coseley, alehouse. £1,600.

In all the before-mentioned cases the money had been apportioned amongst the interested parties, and would be paid on 24" De-
cember instant.”

License refused by Compensation Authority on 4" March 1928.
Compensation, £1,600, paid on 24" December 1928.

It closed.

It became a newsagents shop.

BOAT

47, Hurst Road, (Ettingshall Road), (74, Can Lane), (Holywell Street), (47, Hurst Hill Road), Hurst Hill, COSELEY

OWNERS

Abraham Harris, engineer, Can Lane, Sedgley
Samuel Wasdell

Frank Myatt Ltd.

Holt Brewery Company

LICENSEES
Thomas Screen [1845] —[1862]

Joshua Fellows [1864] — [1865]
Joseph Fellows [1868] — 1880);



Henry Clark [1879]

Samuel Wasdell (1880 — 1908);
Henry Palmer (1908 —1917);

William Henry Jones (1917 — 1920);
John William Richards (1920 —1921);
Leo Fildes (1921);

John Fellows (1921 —1922);

George Albert Hardman (1922 — 1925);
Benjamin Poole (1925);

John Webb (1925 - 1931);

James Henry Pugh (1931 —1933);
John Henry Newton (1933 —1937):

NOTES

Can Lane [1849], [1861], [1865]
74, Can Lane [1871]

47, Hurst Hill Road [1891]

Hurst Hill /7904], [1912]

47, Hurst Road [1901], /1932]
Holywell Street

Ettingshall Road

Staffordshire Advertiser 1/6/1844

“Inquisitions Before T, M. Phillips, Esq, Coroner.....

On Monday last, at the BOAT, Cann Lane, in the parish of Sedgley, on the boy of William Hill, a miner, who was killed by a fall
of stone while at work in a pit.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 13/9/1848
“On Friday last an inquest was held before T. M. Phillips, Esq, coroner, at the BOAT INN, Cann Lane, on the body of Joseph

Dunn, 12 years of age, who had been employed as ‘pitcher’ in a stone pit, at Prior Field, and who was found dead at the bottom of
the shaft on Thursday morning.

It was stated by the witnesses that his duties required him to be in the hollows of the pit and not at the bottom of the shaft. He
was, however, found at the latter spot, lying on his face, with a slight scar on his forehead, the top of his head being crushed in

a dreadful manner. He expired shortly after he was taken to his father’s house. The witnesses all agreed in the opinion that the
wound on the head of the deceased was caused by some of the clods accidentally falling from the ‘skip’ whilst the bankswoman
(deceased’s sister) was landing it. The jury returned a verdict of Accidental Death.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 17/1/1849
“On Thursday last an inquest was held at the BOAT INN, Cann Lane, in this parish, before T. M. Phillips, Esq, coroner, on the

body of Benjamin Nicholls, a child about a year and four months old, who, on the previous Tuesday, had been found drowned in a
tub of water, with his head downwards, near his mother’s house door. It appearing from the evidence that the boy had accidentally
fallen into the water, during temporary absence of his mother, the jury gave a verdict of Accidental Death.”

Staffordshire Advertiser 7/12/1850

“On Monday last an inquest was held at the house of Thomas Screen, Can Lane, Sedgley, before T. M. Phillips, Esq, on the body
of James Bunn, of Can Lane, who was killed on the 27" ult. in a pit in Mr. Whitehouse’s field, in consequence of a quantity of coal
falling upon him. Verdict Accidental Death.”

1851 Census

Can Lane

[1] Thomas Screen (39), victualler, born Sedgley;

[2] Sarah Screen (39), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] Mary Ann Screen (14), daughter, scholar, born Sedgley;
[4] Sarah Screen (11), daughter, scholar, born Sedgley;

[5] Henry Screen (9), son, scholar, born Sedgley;

[6] Judy Screen (7), daughter, scholar, born Sedgley;

[7] Betsy Screen (3), daughter, born Sedgley;

[8] James Screen (25), brother, general servant, born Sedgley:

Wolverhampton Chronicle 18/1/1854
“An inquest was held on Saturday last, before W H. Phillips, Esq, deputy coroner, at the BOAT INN, Can Lane, on the body of

Edward Smart, a child about five years old, who was found in flames in his mother’s house, in Can Lane, by Mrs. Cox, on Thurs-



day last. From the evidence of the mother of the deceased, it appeared that the boy was left in the house, in company with a little
girl, and upon her return home she found him burnt in the manner described. Deceased was sensible when found, and he said he
had been playing with some paper and the fire, and set his clothes on fire. The jury returned a verdict of Accidental Death.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 30/8/1854
“The annual meeting of Magistrates for granting and renewing publican’s licenses in the parish of Bilston and Sedgley was held

on Friday last, in the Bilston Police Court. The magistrates on the Bench were J. Loxdale, Esq, John Foster, Esq, J. N. Bagnall,
Esq, and the Rev. J. B. Owen ..... Sedgley.....

Mr. Whitehouse made an application for a license to the house of Mr. John Mills, Can Lane, describing the extent and comfort

of the house, the beauty of the garden attached, so excellently adapted for the enjoyment of horticultural pleasure and alcoholic
amusement. Mr. Waterhouse opposed, on the part of Mr. Screen of the BOAT INN, immediately in front of Mr. Mills’s house.
Mr. Waterhouse likewise applied for a license to the house recently in the occupation of the late Mr. John Stanley, of the Coppice,
in the immediate neighbourhood. It appeared that Mr. Stanley had died within the last fortnight, and Mr. Waterhouse now con-
tended that the widow was entitled to apply for the license on the notices which had been given by her husband. The Bench were
of a different opinion, and deferred the consideration of the applications until the next annual licensing day.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 5/9/1855
“The Annual Meeting for Bilston, Sedgley, Gornal, and adjoining places took place on Friday last, at the Police Office, Bilston.....

Mr. T. M. Whitehouse said he had been instructed to apply for a license on behalf of Mr. John Mills of Can Lane, in the parish of
Sedgley, and perhaps before he entered into a statement of the circumstances under which, in all probability, the magistrates would
grant the license, he had better mention that he appeared for Mr. Mills to make a similar application last year, and on that occasion
the application was adjourned, inasmuch as Mr. Stanley, who had given notice of an application he intended to make for a license
to a house in his occupation at Can Lane, died between the time of giving the notice and the day of the application. The Bench
thought it would only be acting right to the representative of Mr. Stanely, to give Mrs. Stanley the opportunity of renewing the ap-
plication, and therefore postponed the consideration of that case. Mr. Mills now came to renew his application, and when he (Mr.
Whitehouse) had laid before the Bench the circumstances of the case, he thought they would have no doubt that the application
should be favourably received. He intended to rest the case of Mr. Mills on three points; first he should have to satisfy the Bench
that the house was wanted on public and social grounds; next, the character of the applicant, which he (Mr. Whitehouse) should
prove by certificate; and thirdly, the character of the house in respect of which he made the application. In regard to the first point
he would remark that no old license had been granted in the locality for a least twenty years. Within a period of six years no less
that 108 (for he had counted them particularly) houses had been erected in the locality, Lord Ward having introduced a good deal
of land into the market, which had been bought by small purchasers. To show the progressive character of the locality, he might
observe that within the last two or three months sixteen new houses had been erected; in fact since the last license was granted the
population had increased by 500; there had been almost time for a new generation to arise. He did not know that he had needed to
mention any other facts in order to show that another license was wanted in the neighbourhood on the ground of public necessity
alone. Mr. Whitehouse contended that on social grounds it was desirable the license should be granted. Mr. Mills’s smoke room
was respectably attended, and it was an inconvenience to him not to be able to supply his customers with anything else but ale.
When he mentioned the character of the house and premises he thought the Bench would consider that persons would resort thith-
er not so much for drinking and smoking — though, of course, they would like a little of both — as to enjoy the recreation which

a garden like that of Mr. Mills’s would afford. Mr. Mills had been a beershop keeper many years, and no complaint had been
made against him. Mr. Whitehouse then read a respectably signed certificate, and afterwards proceeded to refer to the opposition
to the application by Mr. Underhill — no doubt on behalf of Mr. Screen — with a view of supporting that the application of Mrs.
Stanley, and opposing that of Mr. Mills. He (Mr. Whitehouse) had, however, been informed that Mr. Screen was unable to attend
the Court that day, in consequence of an injury which he had received in a row which took place in his public house. If that were
true he apprehended Mr. Screen was not a person qualified to oppose the application — at least he did not come into Court with
clean hands. If the Magistrates considered two licenses necessary, they would perhaps grant Mr. Mills’s and Mrs. Stanley’s, but
if only one, they would no doubt give the license to the house most suited for that purpose. The BOAT INN (Mr. Screen’s house)
stood upon 160 yards of land only, and yet it was a licensed house. Mr. Whitehouse then produced a large and elaborate plan of
the premises, stating that in the erection of the house, and the formation of the garden, with its fishpond and greenhouse, £2,000
had been laid out by the origin proprietor, Mr. Joseph Fletcher. It afterwards fell into the hands of Mr. Robinson, solicitor, and
had been subsequently purchased by Mr. Mills. He had no hesitation in saying that the house and garden were worth £1,000. He
had recently visited the place himself, and found the greenhouse abounding in plants, and the garden in various productions of the
horticultural and floral world. Mr. Whitehouse concluded by saying that whilst the Bench would enhance the value of the property
by granting the license, they would not be injuring the property of Mr. Mills’s neighbours, but would confer an advantage upon the
persons who visited the applicant’s house, particularly the working classes, who would resort thither for a little relaxation after the
labours of the day.

In reply to Mr. Loxdale, it was stated that two or three similar applications to the Wolverhampton Bench had not been granted,
Sub-inspector Costello saying that at the time of the making of one or two of the applications, part of the premises were used as a
chandler’s shop.

Mr. Underhill opposed the application of behalf of Mr. Screen, whose house, he said, was next door to the applicant’s. It did not
surprise him that three or four similar applications by Mr. Mills had been refused, when he knew within 300 yards from appli-
cant’s house, there were three public houses, besides Mr. Screen’s. Mr. Mills’s house was not even situated on the highway, but
persons wishing to go to it had to turn up a small lane. The great point for the Magistrates to consider was whether another license
was required in the locality. Magistrates seldom granted, even in large towns, licenses to houses next door to which licensed



houses existed.

Mr. Waterhouse applied for a license to a beerhouse in Can Lane, the property of, and occupied by Mrs. Stanley. He said that in
case the Magistrates consider only one license in that district necessary, they would no doubt appreciate the advantage of his cli-
ent’s premises over those of Mr. Mills and grant her the license. His client came into court without opposition. The population, as
had been stated by Mr. Whitehouse, had increased in such a ratio since the granting of the last license to that neighbourhood as to
render another licensed house absolutely necessary. He thought the Bench almost assumed that fact last year; but it was decided
that he (Mr. Waterhouse) in applying for a license for the widow of Mr. Stanley, who had just before died, had no locus standi,
and consequently no license was granted — the consideration of both Mr. Mills’s and Mrs. Stanley’s application being adjourned
until the present year in order that both applicants might appear in court on the same day. There had not only been an increase in
the population at Can Lane, but also at the Coppice. One fact in favour of his client’s application was that she was a widow, and
that her late husband had expended all his means in erecting the premises, for the conveniently carrying on of his trade — that of
a butcher — combined with the business of a beerseller. The applicant had four children, whose ages varied from six years to five
months. Unless she obtained a license she would be unable in future to maintain her family in the respectable manner she had
hitherto done. He had nothing to say against Mr. Mills; but his house was hidden from view by Mr. Screen’s house. The appli-
cant’s house cost £900 or £1,000 (inclusive of the land), and the outbuildings were extensive. The certificate bore the signatures
of respectable persons, and she had kept the house three or four years without complaint.

The Magistrates, after a short consultation, said they were unanimous in their opinion that both licenses must be refused.”

Birmingham Journal 5/9/1857
“The annual licensing meeting for Bilston and its neighbourhood was held on Friday.....

Mr. Whitehouse applied on behalf of Mr. Mills, of Can Lane, for a license to the SUMMER HOUSE INN, of which the latter is
owner and occupier. The applicant had occupied the house in respect of which he (Mr. Whitehouse) applied for a license for six or
seven years, and no complaint had been made as to the manner in which it had been conducted, and further, Mr. Mills’s certificate
was numerously signed. As regarded the house itself, it cost Mr. Mills at least £1,000, and possessed such accommodation as was
highly necessary for a public house. The last license to the neighbourhood was granted twenty-five years ago, to a most miserable
house. Since that time 238 houses had been erected, 130 of them within a period of six years. Between twenty and thirty had
been erected since last year, and a large piece of land had been divided into building lots, and would, no doubt, be built upon in
the course of next summer. Mr. Loxdale observed that the Bench had decided upon granting one license in the neighbourhood; the
question was whether it would be to the house of Mr. Mills, Mrs. Hobday, or Mr. W Jones. Mr. J. E. Underhill, on behalf of Mr.
Screen, of the BOAT INN, the next house to Mr. Mills’s, opposed the application, principally on the ground that no other licensed
house was required.

Mr. Waterhouse applied for a license on behalf of Mrs. Hobday. The buildings which Mr. Whitehouse had said had been recently
erected stood at the Coppice, and he apprehended that it was in respect to that district that the license was required. He therefore
contended that the house of Mrs. Hobday stood in the most convenient situation.

Mr. Waterhouse then applied for a license to the house of Mr. Jones, at Wood Cross, one of the three cases selected by the Magis-
trates. The grounds of the application were the increase of population and the great probability of a further increase, and that there
was no public house in the village. The nearest inns were at Cinder Hill, one 493 and the other 517 yards from the applicant’s
house. Mr Whitehouse opposed the application on the part of the inn-keepers of Cinder Hill, the ground of the opposition being
that a sufficient increase had not taken place in the population to demand further public house accommodation, or render another
licensed house necessary. Mr. Whitehouse added that there were already three licensed houses and five beer-houses in the neigh-
bourhood.

The Bench granted the application of Mr. Jones, and refused that of Mr. Mills and of Mrs. Hobday.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 1/9/1858
“Mr. Whitehouse applied on behalf of Mr. Mills, of Can Lane, for a license to the SUMMERHOUSE INN, of which the latter

is owner and occupier. This, Mr. Whitehouse said, was the ninth or tenth application which he had made for Mr. Mills; three
times he had applied at Wolverhampton, and since that time he had appeared year after year before the Magistrates at Bilston;

but notwithstanding previous applications, Mr. Mills had such firm reliance on the merits of his case, that he appeared again with
confidence to submit it to the Bench. Having known the parish of Sedgley for something like thirty years, he could confidently
assert, having himself inspected Mr. Mills’s premises, that no other licensed house in that locality afforded equal accommodation.
The last license to the neighbourhood was granted thirty years ago, and so rapidly was that district increasing that as many as

300 houses had been erected in that neighbourhood in the last three years. He (Mr. Whitehouse) did not consider that the license
granted last year to Mr. Screen would at all affect the present application, because Mr. Screen’s house was situated some distance
from the house of Mr. Mills, and no traveller who could be accommodated at the house of Mr. Mills would ever go to the house of
Mr. Screen.

Mr. H. Underhill opposed on behalf of Mr. Screen, of the BOAT INN, and contended that his client’s house was quite commodious
enough to accommodate all travellers to that district, and that there was no necessity for another licensed house. Mr. Underhill
pointed out that the applicant’s house could only be approached by a narrow road, scarcely wide enough for one carriage, and still
further urged that passengers must pass the BOAT INN in order to reach the house of Mr. Mills. With respect to the stabling ac-
commodation set forth by the plan, Mr. Underhill said that the applicant was a butty collier, and required a large number of stables
for his own horses. Mr. Underhill also urged that the applicant being a butty collier, and having in his employ a large number of
men in his employ, it would, by granting a license, be affording an indirect medium for the applicant to compel his workmen to
expend a portion of their wages in drink.

Mr. Whitehouse asked that before the magistrates decided upon the application of Mr. Mills they should hear an application which



he had to make on behalf of Mrs. Hobday, who is also the occupier of a house in that neighbourhood. Mr. Waterhouse stated that
Mrs. Hobday’s house was situated in the main thoroughfare, while the house of Mr. Mills is some distance from the public road.
As regarded the house itself it was originally built for a public house, while the house of the other applicant was formerly the
private residence of Mr. Fletcher, and by no means adapted to the requirements of a licensed house.

Mr. Underhill opposed for Mr. Rudge, of the GATE INN, Can Lane. Mr. Underhill remarked that there seemed to be a remarkably
pretty quarrel between Mr. Mills and Mrs. Hobday, and he was therefore very desirous neither party should gain a victory over the
other. The houses of both applicants were situated only sixty or seventy yards distant from those of Mr. Rudge and Mr. Screen, the
opposing parties, and he (Mr. Underhill) contended that no reasons had been shown why there should be any additional licenses
granted for that district. After a short consultation the Magistrates decided to refuse both applications.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 5/9/1860
“The annual meeting for the renewal of spirit licenses, and also for hearing fresh applications for the same, was held at the Bilston

Police Court on Friday last.....

Mr. T. M. Whitehouse again applied on behalf of Mr. John Mills, for a license to the COTTAGE SPRING [sic] beerhouse, Can
Lane. Mr. Whitehouse, in urging this, his tenth application, strongly pressed his suit, enlarging upon the requirements of the
neighbourhood and the advantages offered by his client’s premises. Mr. J. E. Underhill opposed for Mr. Screen of the BOAT INN.
Mr. Whitehouse then, with Mr. Underhill, applied for a license to the house kept by Mrs. Hobday, in Can Lane, near to Mr. Mills’s
premises. Both applications were recommended by influential persons. The Bench thought there had not been a sufficient in-
crease in the population to warrant the granting of additional licenses in that neighbourhood, and refused both applications.”

1861 Census

Can Lane

[1] Thomas Screen (49), innkeeper and coal dealer, born Sedgley;
[2] Sarah Screen (49), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] Henry Screen (19), son, boat builder, born Sedgley;

[4] Judith Screen (16), daughter, born Sedgley;

[5] Betsy Screen (13), daughter, scholar, born Sedgley;

[6] Eliza Jane Screen (7), daughter, scholar, born Sedgley:

Wolverhampton Chronicle 4/9/1861
“Applications For New Licenses.....

John Mills, the SUMMERHOUSE INN, Can Lane, Sedgley. This was the 12% application. Supported by Mr. Whitehouse. Mr.
Waterhouse and Mr. Underhill opposed on behalf of Mrs. Hobday and Mr. Screen, publicans in the same locality, the one to op-
pose the application of Mills and the other to apply for a license. Both applications were refused.”

Joseph Fellows = Joseph Fellowes

Wolverhampton Chronicle 2/9/1863
“The meeting for the renewing and granting of licenses was held on Friday, at the police-office.....

Mr. Waterhouse applied for a license for Mr. Mills, of the SUMMERHOUSE, Cann Lane, Ettingshall. Mr. J. E. Underhill op-
posed of behalf of Mr. J. Fellows, of the BOAT INN, and as the houses in question were only a short distant some few yards, the
Magistrates refused the application.”

Birmingham Daily Post 10/9/1864
“The annual licensing sessions for the district of Bilston was held yesterday, at the Police Court, in that town.....

The learned advocate also applied on behalf of John Mills, of the SUMMER HOUSE, Cann Lane, but he had two difficulties to
deal with — one, that there was a public-house next door, by whom he was opposed; and another, that he had applied regularly,
but unsuccessfully, for the last twelve years. Mr. Fellowes opposed the application, on behalf of Mr. Fellows, the landlord of the
BOAT ..... Refused.”

Bells Life in . ondon and Sporting Chronicle 11/3/1865

“Sam Hodgkiss of Cann Lane will run J. Adams of Bilston 120 yards, for £10 a side; or he will give Wedge of Bilston two yards
start in the like distance, for the like amount; or he will give T. Perry of Tipton a yard start in 120, or take five yards in the like
distance from T. Rogers of Hall Green. Either match for £10 a side or their own sum. Money ready any night next week at Mr. J.
Fellows’s, BOAT INN, Cann Lane, near Sedgley.”

Birmingham Journal 12/1/1867 - Advert
“Desirable Freehold Dwelling House, Land, And Other Property, at Can Lane.

To Be Sold By auction, by Mr. Charles Round, at the House of Mr. Joseph Fellows, the BOAT INN, Can Lane, near Sedgley, on
Tuesday Next, the 15" day of January, at Six o’clock in the Evening, subject to conditions of sale.....”

Sporting Life 25/5/1867
“Sam Hodgkiss, of Ladymoor, is surprised at H. Tudor, of Dudley Port, asking for a yard start in 100. He will run him that dis-
tance level, for £10 a side, at Britannia Grounds, Tipton, or Burnt Tree Grounds, Dudley Port. Money ready at W. Shenstone’s,




SEVEN STARS, Sedgley, or the BOAT INN, Cann Lane.”

Bells Life in London and Sporting Chronicle 7/3/1868

“T. Nicholls of Hurst Hill will run J. Clempson of Cinder Hill or H. Wright of Can Lane their own distances, for their own sum,
or J. Hodgkins of Can Lane or G. Cinnforth of Walsall 125 yards, for £5 or £10 a side, or will stake £5 with them and start off the
same mark. Money ready at J. Fellows’s, the BOAT INN, Can Lane, or at T. Nicholls’s, QUEENS ARMS, Hurst Hill.”

Bells Life in London and Sporting Chronicle 15/8/1868

“S. Horton of Darlaston will run S. Gee of Willenhall 120yards, for £25 a side, in eight weeks from singing articles, or he will run
any man within six miles of Darlaston 300 yards; or if J. Fellows of the BOAT INN, Cann Lane, Sedgley, has a man that will run
him he can have a match by sending a deposit to Bells Life and articles to Horton, at Hayes’s, the CELLAR INN, James Bridge,
Darlaston.”

Bells Life in London and Sporting Chronicle 22/5/1869
“Sam Hodgkiss of Cann Lane will run Harry Tudor of Dudley Port 100 yards, and give him the choice of sides, at ground, for £5
or £10 a side, in one month from signing articles. Money ready at Mr. Fellows’s, BOAT INN, Cann Lane”

1871 Census

74, Can Lane — BOAT INN

[1] Joseph Fellowes (39), victualler, born Sedgley;

[2] Sarah Fellowes (31), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] Thomas Fellowes (13), son, scholar, born Sedgley;

[4] Joseph Fellowes (10), son, scholar, born Sedgley;

[5] James Fellowes (7), son, scholar, born Sedgley;

[6] Hannah Fellowes (4), daughter, born Sedgley;

[7] Elizabeth Fellowes (1), daughter, born Sedgley;

[8] Hannah Williams (16), domestic servant, born Sedgley:

Staffordshire Advertiser 8/4/1876

“Isaac Collins, a well-known character, was charged with refusing to quit the BOAT INN, at Hurst Hill. Collins, on visiting the
house, was believed by the landlord to be rather the worse for drink, and was at once refused a supply of liquor. The landlord
desired him to quit, and on his persistently refusing to do so he was ejected. The landlord now summoned him for disorderly con-
duct and refusing to quit. After hearing the evidence, the magistrates said it was a very proper case to bring before them, as they
considered the defendant had been guilty of a serious offence, for probably if complainant’s house had been visited while he (de-
fendant) was there the complainant would have been heavily fined and his licence endangered. The Bench had decided to support
any licensed victualler who might come before them in the straightforward manner Mr. Fellows had done, and to give legitimate
protection in such cases. The defendant was fined £5 and costs, and in default two months’ hard labour.”

1891 Census

47, Hurst Hill Road — BOAT INN

[1] Samuel Wasdell (33), licensed victualler, born Sedgley;

[2] Margaret H. Wasdell (31), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] Maud M. Wasdell (6), daughter, scholar, born Sedgley;

[4] Kate E. Wasdell (2), daughter, born Sedgley;

[5] John E. Wasdell (1 month), son, born Sedgley;

[6] Elizabeth Jones (17), sister in law, unmarried, born Sedgley:

Wellington Journal 17/8/1895

“On Monday afternoon Mr. A. B. Smith (deputy county coroner) held an inquest at the BOAT INN, Hurst Hill, touching the death
of Esther Darby (51), wife of John Darby, miner, of Walter Street, Hurst Hill.

John Darby gave evidence to the effect that his wife had been in failing health for a year and nine months.

Margaret Darby, daughter of deceased, said her mother went to bed on Saturday night about ten o’clock, nothing unusual being the
matter with her. Early on Sunday morning deceased was missed from her bedroom, and on witness going downstairs, she saw her
mother hanging by a clothes line from a hook in the ceiling of the back kitchen. She had evidently stepped on a small table and
swung herself off. Dr. Baker was called but life was extinct.

A verdict of Suicide whilst of Unsound Mind was returned.”

Dudley Herald 18/6/1898 - Advert

“Tuesday, June 21*.

Sale of valuable Freehold Houses and Building Land, Bradley and Coseley.

Messrs. J. Male and Son have received instructions to offer for Sale By Public Auction at the BOAT INN, Hurst Hill, on the above
date, the following lots.....”

1901 Census



47, Hurst Road

[1] Samuel Wasdell (43), licensed victualler, born Sedgley;

[2] Margaret H. Wasdell (41), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] Edith E. Wasdell (18), daughter, milliner, born Sedgley;

[4] Florence M. Wasdell (14), daughter, born Sedgley;

[5] Kate E. Wasdell (12), daughter, born Sedgley;

[6] John E. Wasdell (10), son, born Sedgley;

[7] Elizabeth Wasdell (27), sister in law, household duties, born Sedgley:

1911 Census

Hurst Hill - BOAT INN

[1] Henry Palmer (48), victualler and joiner, born Woodsetton;
[2] Elizabeth Palmer (37), wife, married 3 years, born Sedgley:

South Staffordshire Times 17/9/1921

“Bilston Police Court. John Fellows (who was represented by Mr. Turton) applied for the license of the BOAT INN, Hurst Hill, to
be transferred to himself from Leo Fildes, who had been manager of the house for several months.

The application was first heard at a previous Court, when Fildes objected to the transfer on the ground that he had been unable to
obtain accommodation elsewhere, although he had made every endeavor to do so. The application was then adjourned to see if
arrangements could be made for Fildes’ accommodation.

Mr. Turton now stated that under the Act the question of alternative accommodation did not apply to this case. Fildes had been
only manger, not tenant, and his notice expired some time before the first application for transfer was made. Fildes and his family
were still in the house.

Fildes repeated that he had nowhere else to go. When he went to the BOAT INN he gave up a six-roomed house. It was his own
property, and he afterwards sold it. The brewery company told him that if it happened that he would have to leave the inn they
would provide him with alternative accommodation.

The Chairman: How long have you been at the inn?

Fildes: Seven months.

Mr. Turton: There were reasons why the agreement had to be terminated, but I will not go into them here.

The Chairman said the transfer would be made.

Subsequently Fildes came into Court, and asked what he was to do, as the incoming manager had threatened to turn his goods into
the street.

The Chairman said that was a matter in which they could not interfere.”

It had a homing pigeon society. [1928]

Birmingham Daily Gazette 12/3/1936
“At the adjourned licensing sessions at Darlaston yesterday.....

The Justices approved an application on behalf of the Holt Brewery Co. for the removal of the license of the BOAT INN, Hurst
Hill, Bilston, to new premises proposed to be erected in Rough Hay Road, Darlaston, to be known as the ROUGH HAY TAVERN.
It was stated that the company were prepared to surrender the license of the WOODMANS INN, Blakemores Lane, and an off-li-
cense, Catherines Cross.”

Staffordshire Advertiser 2/5/1936

“Staffordshire Licensing.....

The committee confirmed grants in respect of ..... the removal of the full license of the BOAT INN, Hurst Hill, Coseley, to prem-
ises to be erected in Rough Hay Road, Darlaston.”

The license was removed to new premises erected at Rough Hay Road, Darlaston, and known as the ROUGH HAY TAVERN.
The BOAT closed on 19" May 1937.

BOAT

31, Havacre Lane / Biddings Lane, Deepfields, COSELEY

OWNERS

Elizabeth Thompson

William Butler and Co. Ltd. (leased)
Joseph Taft, The Warren, Coseley
Isaac Millard



Truman, Hanbury & Co. [1965]
Courage Ltd.

Ansells Ltd.

Henry Hardy (acquired in 1977)
G. B. Taverns

LICENSEES

Isaac Hill [1824]—/1835]

David Millard [ ]

Richard Thompson (1836 —/1870]
Mrs. Elizabeth Thompson [1872] — 1877);
Henry Francis Griffiths (1877 — 1882);
Daniel Rice (1882 — 1883);

John Griffiths (1883 — 1888);
Thomas ???? (1888);

Job Light (1888 — 1890);

Charles Hodge (1890 —1901);
Samuel Cotton (1901 — 1906);
William Cox (1906 — 1907);
Selina Cox (1907 — 1912);

Isaac Millard (1912 —1925);

John Rogers (1925 - 1929);

Philip Blundell (1929 —1933);
John Corbett (1933 —/1940]
George Frederick Lewis [1965]
Henry Hardy [1972] — 1985);
Anne Hardy* (1985 —[1994]
Margaret Hardy* [1988] — 1995);
Sally Ann Hilton (1995-1]
Mandy Radbourne [2005]

NOTES

Aris’s Birmingham Gazette 8/11/1824 - Advert
“Freehold And Copyhold Buildings And Land, in the Parish of Sedgley, in the County of Stafford.

To be Sold by Auction, by Thomas Walters, at the house of Mr. Isaac Hill, the BOAT INN, at Deepfields, in the parish of Sedgley,
on Tuesday the 21 day of December, 1824, at four o’clock in the afternoon (unless disposed of in the mean time by private con-
tract, of which due notice will be given), in the following or such other lot or lots as may be agreed upon at the time of sale, and
subject to such conditions as will be then and there produced.

Lot 1. A large Malthouse, in good repair, in the occupation of Mr. Isaac Hill.

N.B. The above lot is freehold.....”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 31/8/1831 - Advert
“Freehold Buildings And Land, Coseley.

To Be Sold By Auction, by Mr. R. S. Walker, on Thursday, the 15" of September, 1831, at the BOAT INN, Coseley, at Five
o’clock in the afternoon, subject to such conditions as will then be produced, and in such lots as may be determined upon at the
time of sale.....”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 20/3/1833 - Advert
“The Late William Stevens Deceased.

The Creditors of Mr. William Stevens, late of the Deepfields, in the Parish of Sedgley, in the county of Stafford, are requested to
meet the Executor of his Will, at the house of Mr. Isaac Hill, called the BOAT INN, Deepfields aforesaid, on Monday, the 25" day
of March instant, at three o’clock in the afternoon, when a statement of his affairs will be laid before them. All Persons are hereby
cautioned not to purchase or receive any of the Effects lately belonging to the said William Stevens, except from, or by the author-
ity of Mr. George Jellicoe, of Bilston, in the said county, the sole executor of his will.

Bilston, 19" March, 1833.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 3/4/1833 - Advert
“To Be Sold By Auction, at the house of Mr. Isaac Hill, known by the sign of the BOAT, at the Deepfields, in the parish of Sedg-

ley, in the county of Stafford, on Friday, the twelfth of April instant, at four o’clock in the afternoon.
Eighteen Canal Boats, late the property of William Stevens, deceased, and which will be put up in separate lots.



For further particulars, and to view the same, apply to Mr. Geo. Jellicoe, of Bilston, the Executor of the said William Stevens.”

Aris’s Birmingham Gazette 16/10/1837 - Notice
“The Euphrates Packet Company will commence running their Packet on Monday, October 23,1837, from Deepfield to Birming-

ham, in two hours and a half.

On Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays, for the accommodation of Passengers and Conveyance of Parcels,
leaves Mr. Richard Thompson’s, BOAT INN, Deepfield at eight o’clock in the morning, through Tipton Green, Dudley Port,
Tividale, Oldbury, Spon Lane, and Smethwick, to Mr. John O. Williams’s, Wagon and Horses, Friday Bridge, Birmingham, and
returns at five o’clock the same evening. Also on Wednesdays, leaves Mr. James Aston’s, FOUNTAIN INN, Tipton Green, at
half past eight o’clock in the morning, through Coseley, Deepfield, and Millfield, in one hour to Wolverhampton, and returns four
o’clock the same evening.”

1841 Census

Deepfields

[1] Richard Thompson (30), victualler, born Staffordshire;
[2] Elizabeth Thompson (25), born Staffordshire;

[3] James Thompson (6), born Staffordshire;

[4] John Thompson (4), born Staffordshire;

[5] Ann Thompson (3), born Staffordshire;

[6] William Thompson (2 months), born Staffordshire;

[7] William Lowe (20), ms;

[8] Hannah Law (20), fs, born Staffordshire:

Staffordshire Advertiser 22/6/1844

“The following inquests have been held before T. M. Phillips, Esq, coroner.....

On Saturday, at the BOAT, Deepfields, in the parish of Sedgley, on a chid named Joseph Wires, who was drowned by falling into
a canal. Verdict, Accidental Death.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 28/5/1845
“The following inquisitions have been held before T. M. Phillips, Esq, coroner.....

On Friday, the 23" instant, at the BOAT INN, Deepfields, on the body of Stephen Green, carter, about 64 years of age. It appeared
that on Wednesday evening last the deceased was with a horse and cart, loaded with cokes, at Ladymoor, and stopped the horse to
reach a piece of coal placed on top of the cokes. As soon as he got on the shaft the horse started, and deceased fell from the shaft
near one of the wheels, which passed over him, and crushed his ribs on both sides. He lingered until the next (Thursday) evening,
and then died. Verdict Accidental Death.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 20/8/1845 - Advert
“To be Peremptorily Sold by Auction, by Messrs. Walker And Page, on Tuesday, the 26" day of August, 1845, at the house of Mr.

Richard Thompson, known by the sign of the BOAT INN, Deepfields, Coseley......

Lot I. All that newly erected and extensive Screw Manufactory, situate at Coseley, in the parish of Sedgley, in the county of Staf-
ford, together with the Steam Engine, Screw Turning Lathes, Cutting Machine, and all the requisite machinery, Bands, Fixtures,
Fittings, and other apparatus.....”

Staffordshire Advertiser 6/2/1847

“On Monday last, an inquest was held before T. M. Phillips, Esq, coroner, at the BOAT INN, Deepfields, Sedgley, on the body

of Thomas Hunday, a labourer, about twenty-five years of age. The deceased was employed at Messrs. Benton and Pemberton’s
iron-works, at Deepfields, on Friday afternoon was engaged with several other workmen in getting ready for casting. While

they were standing near some hot metal in an iron mould an explosion suddenly took place, and the deceased and two other men
were badly burnt. The deceased, notwithstanding the attendance of two surgeons, and every care and attention, died on Saturday
morning last. The occurrence is attributed to water having got into the furnace, and the end of the tweers having become very hot.
Verdict, Accidental Death.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 15/9/1847

“On Friday last an inquest was held at the BOAT INN, at Deepfields, in the parish of Sedgley, before T. M. Phillips, Esq, coroner,
on the body of Samuel Pemberton, two years and a half old, son of Mr. Samuel Pemberton, coalmaster, who was found drowned
in a pool of water in the pleasure grounds of his father on the previous Wednesday evening. It is supposed that the boy fell into
the water whilst fishing, as his rod and line were found near that part of the pool in which the body was discovered. The jury gave
a verdict of Accidentally Drowned.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 26/7/1848
“On Friday last, at the Public Office, Wolverhampton, James Wright was charged with stealing five shillings from a table in one of

the rooms at the BOAT INN, Deepfields, on the previous day. It appeared from the evidence that Mrs. Elizabeth Thompson, wife
of the landlord, placed five shillings on the table in the tap room, which she was about to give a little girl to make some purchases,
but thinking she had better wrap the money up, she went to the bar to fetch a piece of paper. She returned immediately to the tap



room, where she found that the five shillings were missing from the table. The prisoner, who came into the house with another
man, about the time she left the tap room, immediately sent the little girl into the bar for a jug of ale. On being taxed with the theft
he denied having seen the money. A policeman was sent for, and on his taking out his handcuffs, the prisoner said, ‘Sooner than
I’ll have them on I’ll pay the money back again.” He then produced a half-crown, a shilling, and three sixpences. This agreed
with the coin which had been placed on the table by the landlady. In answer to the charge the prisoner said now that he merely
offered to pay the money rather than go to gaol, but he knew nothing about the silver; he had plenty of money of his own. It was
stated in court that his real name was James Gutteridge, and he admitted that he was known by two names. He was committed for
three months, as a reputed thief, to hard labour.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 13/9/1848
“On Wednesday last an inquest was held at the BOAT INN, Deepfields, before T. M. Phillips, Esq, coroner, on the body of Edward

Atherton, 37 years of age, a furnace labourer.

The deceased, who had enjoyed good health for the last four years, was suddenly seized with illness on Sunday afternoon, be-
tween three and four o’clock, and fell to the ground. An attempt was made to revive him, and medical assistance was promptly
obtained, but deceased died about six o’clock the same evening. It appeared that the deceased had lived on good terms with the
woman with whom he cohabited.

The jury returned a verdict to the effect that the deceased died from Natural Causes.”

1851 Census

Deepfields

[1] Richard Thompson (40), victualler, born Sedgley;
[2] Elizabeth Thompson (39), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] James Thompson (16), son, born Sedgley;

[4] John Thompson (14), son, born Sedgley;

[5] Ann Thompson (12), daughter, born Sedgley;

[6] William Thompson (9), son, born Sedgley;

[7] Mary Elizabeth Thompson (1 month), daughter, born Sedgley;
[8] James Rose (47), lodger, born Birmingham;

[9] Rachel Toy (21), servant, born Sedgley:

Wolverhampton Chronicle 18/7/1855 - Advert
“Sale Tomorrow.

Freehold Investments At Skidmore’s Row & Bradley, near Bilston.

To Be Sold By Auction, by Mr. S. Powell, by order of the Mortgagees, the 10" day of July, 1855, at the house of Mr. Richard
Thompson, the BOAT INN, near Deepfields, at six o’clock in the evening, in the following lots, and subject to conditions then to
be produced.....”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 13/7/1859 - Advert
“In Chancery.

Rolinson v. Hill and Others.

Peremptory Sale By Auction, Of Foundry And Fitting-Up Shops, Machinery, And Other Effects, at Coseley, near Bilston, in the
County of Stafford.

To be Sold by Auction, with the approbation of Vice-chancellor Sir John Stuart, the Judge to whose Court the above-mentioned
cause is attached, pursuant to an order of the said Court, bearing the date the 22" of March, 1859, by John Mason (the person
appointed by the Court for that purpose), on Friday, the 22" day of July, 1859, at the house of Mr. Richard Thompson, the BOAT
INN, Deepfields, near Coseley aforesaid, at five o’clock in the evening subject to conditions then to be read — the Union Engine
Foundry and Fitting-Up Shop.....”

1861 Census

Deepfields — BOAT INN

[1] Richard Thompson (50), victualler, born Coseley;

[2] Elizabeth Thompson (41), wife, born Coseley;

[3] Ann Wassell Thompson (22), daughter, born Coseley;

[4] William Thompson (20), son, house carpenter, born Coseley;
[5] Mary E. Thompson (11), daughter, scholar, born Coseley;
[6] Martha Wilton (30), house servant, born Bilston:

Wolverhampton Chronicle 24/4/1861 - Advert
“Freehold Messuage and Land, in the Parish of Sedgley, in the County of Stafford.

Mr. John Mason will Sell by Auction (by order of the Mortgagee), at the house of Mr. Richard Thompson, the BOAT INN, Deep-
fields, in the parish of Sedgley, on Tuesday next, the 30" day of April, at five 0’clock in the afternoon, subject to conditions then to
be read.

Lot 1. All that Messuage or Dwelling House with the Outbuildings and Garden thereto belonging, situate at the Gaol Ho’es, in
the parish of Sedgley, containing with the site of the Buildings, 712 square yards or thereabouts, now in the occupation of Samuel



Webb.

Lot 2. All that Plot of Building Land, adjoining lot 1, now used as a Garden, containing in front 11 yards, in depth 29 yards and a
half, and in the whole about 325 square yards.

Lot 3. All that Plot of Building Land, adjoining lot 2, containing in front 11 yards, in depth 28 yards, and in the whole about 308
square yards.

For further particulars apply at the office of Mr. John Mason, Solicitor, or the Auctioneer, Bilston.”

Birmingham Daily Post 10/8/1865
“At a late hour on Tuesday night a fatal accident occurred at Deepfields Station, on the London and North-Western Railway.

About eleven o’clock a train arrived from Wolverhampton with a heavy freight of passengers. The train was a special one, on
account of the races at the last-named place. The train stopped on the off-side of the station, and many passengers, immediately
after alighting, rushed to the back of the train and commenced crossing the rails to get to the other side, the only means of leaving
the station. The train had scarcely started on its journey before there was, as must be better imagined than described, a stream of
persons passing the crossing to the station side. At this time a cry arose of the approach of another train, and the station master,
Mr. Plant, and the booking-clerk, Mr. Thomas P. Fletcher, and other persons called out to persons not to pass. Seeing the rapid
approach of an express train, and that many people were still heedless of the caution, those who saw the imminent danger joined
in the shouts for care to be taken. In a second or two the express came up, and in its flight caught a young man named Joseph
Fletcher, as he was springing from the floor to the platform. The poor fellow was dashed against the walls of the station, and such
was its awful force that the body rebounded to the train. He did not live a minute, and it was found that his legs and thighs were
broken, his head fearfully crushed, and many other injuries done to him. The blood was sprinkled about the whole building, and
the whole of the scene was a most shocking one. The deceased was a young man about eighteen years old, and resided at Princes
End, and is well known in the district in the movements of Temperance societies. A person present, who knew deceased and his
friends, positively refused to tell them unless some one would undertake to pay for his trouble. We need scarcely say that this in-
dividual was spoken of with execration by those present. The body lies at the BOAT INN, at Deepfields. Several persons present
consider it nothing short of a miracle that a number of persons were not killed. It has long been a matter of surprise to the public
that the company have not had an ingress on both sides of the station. The dangerous crossing would then be saved, for the station
is at a favourable junction, where roads run on both sides of the station.”

[At the inquest, the jury returned a verdict of Accidental Death.]

Staffordshire Advertiser 1/5/1869

“Yesterday evening week Mr. Joseph Plant, station master at Deepfields, was presented with a purse containing twenty guineas
which had been subscribed to by person wishing to show their appreciation of his courtesy in the discharge of his duty. The
presentation was made by Capt. Groucott, at a meeting of the subscribers held at the BOAT INN, at Deepfields. Messrs Smallman
and Thompson, the promoters of the testimonial, said the people of Coseley had expressed the warmest acknowledgements of Mr.
Plant’s gentlemanly and obliging conduct. Mr. S. Granger hoped that the testimonial would cause the directors to better appreciate
his services.”

Western Mail 8/5/1869

“Fatal Accident On The London And North-Western Railway.

On Thursday evening, a singular and melancholy accident happened on this line, near Deepfields Station, resulting in the death
of a stoker or fireman, named Richards. At the time when the six o’clock passenger train from Wolverhampton to Walsall was
passing Spring Vale, Richards was disengaged, and was leaning over the side of his engine. In passing the siding at that place,
his head came into contact with the signal post for Ettingshall Road Station. He was therefore thrown off the engine on to the
line. The driver, having observed the occurrence, at once brought his train to stand, and went to his comrade, and found him
stretched on the ground and bleeding profusely. His injuries were so severe about the head he died almost instantaneously. With
assistance the poor fellow was placed in the guard’s van, and brought on the train to Deepfields, the next station, where Mr. Plant,
the station-master, took charge of him, and did everything that was requisite for the body. The deceased lies at the BOAT INN, at
Deepfields. He had a wife and family, with whom he resided at Walsall.”

Aris’s Birmingham Gazette 9/10/1869
“Yesterday (Friday) afternoon an inquiry was made before Mr. W. H. Phillips, Deputy Coroner, at the BOAT INN, Deepfields,

touching the death of John Mobberly and Edward Hampton, who were killed the preceding day in a singular manner at Priorfields
Furnaces, Coseley.

John Tranter, a wheeler, deposed that John Mobberley a fellow workman, was that day engaged in his duty of loading ‘cinder.’
Samuel Hampton was employed with him at the same work, but had only commenced his labours at that place the previous
Monday. About a quarter to one on Thursday afternoon witness saw both standing still at the bottom of the incline railway,

which conveys the furnace cinders away. They had filled a wagon with cinders, and were waiting for the return of an empty one.
At that time a cinder wagon was being drawn up the tramway in the usual mode. He saw it descend the rails, and rush into the
wagon at the bottom. It came into contact with Mobberley, and killed him on the spot, having cut him at the waist into two parts,
one portion being completely detached from the other. Edward Hampton was also injured by the same, his head being partially
smashed, from which he died in a few minutes. Witness afterwards examined the wagon, and found that the pin that held the hook
which was fastened to the chain came undone. There was only one wagon being drawn up at the time, and there was no additional
weight on it. The nut, which was a fixture on the pin, was a very strong one, and he had not anticipated any danger. It was not
necessary for the deceased to stand on the line, and witness could not find fault with anyone.



George Wellings, furnace manager, said that having examined the wagon, he found that the ‘bur’ had come off the pin. The pres-
ent arrangement had existed for years, and no accident had occurred, and they had not feared one. That wagon had been repaired
about three weeks before. The jury returned a verdict of Accidental Death, with a recommendation that the proprietors should
adopt a coupling suggested in lieu of the one in use.

Mr. Carmi Rollason said he wished to say on behalf of Messrs. H. B. Whitehouse and Son, that they deeply regretted the sad oc-
currence, and would immediately take care to fully carry out the recommendation of the jurors.”

1871 Census

31, Haveacre Lane

[1] Elizabeth Thompson (60), widow, publican, born Sedgley;

[2] James Thompson (37), son, agent, born Sedgley;

[3] William Thompson (29), son, master carpenter, born Sedgley;
[4] Mary E. Thompson (21), daughter, born Sedgley;

[5] Maria Steadman (22), domestic servant, born Sedgley;

[6] James Ball (36), brewer, born Sedgley:

Elizabeth Thompson was also a maltster. [/873]

Dudley Herald 18/8/1877 - Advert

“The BOAT INN, Deepfields.

To be Disposed of by private contract, by Mr. Charles Round, the Goodwill and Possession of the above well-known and much
frequented Old-Licensed inn situate immediately opposite the Goods and Passenger Station of the London and North-Western
Railway, at Deepfields and in the midst of Collieries and Ironworks.

The House contains a well fitted-up Bar, two Parlours, Tap Room, Kitchen, four Chambers, Club Room, and three excellent Cel-
lars. The Out-offices comprise Brewhouse, good Stabling, Coach Houses, Yard and Premises.

The adjoining property consisting of the Deepfields Post Office and Two Dwelling Houses may be taken on a lease with the inn.
The Business has been carried on by the present proprietor and her late husband for a period of forty-one years, and will be found
one of the best in the district, and an enterprising man of business would amass a good fortune in a few years and none but Capi-
talists need apply.

There is also a Car Business to the house, which may be greatly extended.

For Rent, Incoming, Goodwill, and Lease, apply to Mr. Charles Round, Auctioneer and Valuer, 60, High Street, Tipton.”

1881 Census

31, Havacre Lane

[1] Henry F. Griffiths (43), civil engineer, born Wolverhampton;
[2] Elizabeth Griffiths (41), wife, born Wolverhampton;

[3] Lizzie Griffiths (17), daughter, born Wolverhampton;

[4] Kate M. Griffiths (16), daughter, born Wolverhampton;

[5] Dora Griffiths (14), daughter, scholar, born Wolverhampton;
[6] Florence E. Griffiths (12), daughter, scholar, born Wolverhampton;
[7] Harry B. Griffiths (10), son, scholar, born Wolverhampton;
[8] Francis A. Griffiths (6), son, scholar, born Wolverhampton;
[9] Pamela Edwards (19), general servant, born Sedgley:

Dudley and District News 14/4/1883

“Yesterday morning a man was found drowned in the Birmingham canal, near Deepfields Station, Coseley, and within a few yards
of the spot where a young man from Wolverhampton was drowned on Saturday evening last. About five o’clock a man named
Thomas Newton, who it appears is employed on the canal by the Birmingham Canal Company, and was proceeding to his work,
noticed some peculiar movement in the water at this particular place, and was therefore led to thinking that something was in the
water. After obtaining assistance he commenced to search the canal, and in a very short time found the body of an aged man,
which was identified as being that of Peter Weaver, about 55 years of age, and a native of Bromyard, Herefordshire. The deceased
was un-married, and had been in the district for some time. It seems that he had no particular employment, nor any fixed abode,
but obtained work as a horse driver and other ways, and slept where ever he could get a night’s lodgings. During the past week, or
two, he had been residing with a man named Weaver, at Hurst Hill, and had been engaged as a horse driver by Mr. T. Nicholls, of
the QUEENS ARMS INN, Hurst Hill, and a royalty master. About half-past four this morning the deceased was seen near the Bir-
mingham Canal, and about a quarter past five his body was found. PC Wood was sent for, and he removed the body to the BOAT
INN, Deepfields to await an inquest. How deceased got into the water is not at present known.”

[At the inquest the jury returned a verdict of Committed Suicide whilst in a state of Temporary Insanity.]

Worcestershire Chronicle 21/4/1883

“Last Friday the body of a man named Peter Weaver (55), a native of Bromyard, was found in the Birmingham canal.....

At a meeting of the Coseley sanitary Authority, on Wednesday ..... The body was removed to the BOAT INN, Deepfields, and af-
ter the inquest no person came forward to claim the body or see to its burial. On Monday the landlord of the house complained to
the authorities that the body had not been removed. The relieving officer refused to bury the body on the ground that the deceased




was not a pauper, and if he expended the money in burying the body he would be surcharged. On Tuesday the medical officer
certified that the body was a nuisance. The friends of the deceased were communicated with, and they replied that they could
not afford to pay the expenses of burying the deceased. Consequently, he was compelled to ‘make away’ with the body, it being
declared a nuisance.

The Chairman: What expense have you occurred? — The Inspector of Nuisances: 27s.

The Clerk said the expenses would have to be included in the removal account, and he very much questioned if the auditor did not
surcharge the Board.

Mr. Cowfield said to all intents and purposes the deceased was a pauper, and should have been buried by the parish, and not the
Local Board officers.

The Chairman said he was glad that the officers of the Board had given the deceased a decent burying, notwithstanding the red
tapism which had to be contended with.”

Dudley and District News 9/2/1884

“At the Bilston Police Court, on Tuesday, Eliza Johnson (26), a single woman, was brought up in custody charged with stealing
wearing apparel, the property of Daniel Rice, landlord of the BOAT INN, Deepfields; and with stealing a gold ring, the property of
David Nicholls, greengrocer, also of Deepfields.

The prisoner was formerly the servant of Mr. Rice, and afterwards lodged at Nicholls’s, and after she had left Deepfields the prop-
erty was missed from both houses; and on the woman being arrested the ring and other articles named in the charge were found in
her possession.

It was stated by PC Longden that the prisoner was about to be married; but that interesting ceremony will have to be postponed

for a little while, as the Bench decreed for her seven weeks’ hard labour — four weeks for the one robbery and three weeks for the
other.”

Birmingham Daily Post 28/3/1885
“Yesterday morning, Mr. W. H. Phillips, coroner, held an inquest at the BOAT INN, Deepfields, on the body of William Golding

(38), a master cooper, of Cannock Road, Wolverhampton, who was found on the London and North-Western line, near Ettingshall,
on Friday night. Inspector Prime represented the company. The facts of the case were as reported in yesterday’s Post, and the jury
returned a verdict to the effect that the deceased was found on the line, and that he met his death accidentally.”

1891 Census

31+32, Haviper Lane — 2 houses in one — BOAT INN — public
[1] Charles Hodge (43), innkeeper, born Devonport, Devonshire;
[2] Selina Hodge (40), wife, born Devonport, Devonshire;

[3] Selina Hodge (19), daughter, born Devonport, Devonshire;
[4] Ada Hodge (4), daughter, born Devonport, Devonshire:

Birmingham Daily Post 18/1/1893
“Daniel Rice, formerly landlord of the BOAT INN, Deepfields, was charged with attempting to commit suicide on the 3" inst, and

also with assaulting his wife.

The only witness called was John Chesworth, of the RAILWAY TAVERN, Deepfields, who stated that on the date named, from
information he received, he went to the prisoner’s house, and found him lying on the bed with a severe wound in his throat. By
the bedside there was a bucket containing some blood, which had evidently flowed from the wound. Dr. Clendinnen was sent for,
and after attending to the injury, the prisoner was conveyed to the Wolverhampton Hospital. Witness did not see any instrument in
the room with which the gash had been inflicted.

It will be remembered that on the 31* ult. the prisoner was to have appeared at the Bilston Police Court to answer a summons
issued by his wife for assault, and rather than appear the prisoner attempted to take his life.

The Stipendiary (Mr. N. C. A. Neville) thought the man was unable to understand the predicament in which he was placed, and
remanded him to hospital till Tuesday next.”

1901 Census

BOAT INN

[1] Charles Hodge (53), publican, born Devonport, Devonshire;
[2] Selina Hodge (51), wife, born Devonport, Devonshire:

Staffordshire Advertiser 31/8/1901

“Henry Davis, 26, Pleasant Street, Hill Top, Westbromwich, was charged with breaking into the BOAT INN, Deepfields, and steal-
ing four bottles of whisky and 17s. The house was entered from a back-window and four bottles of whisky and a purse containing
the money were stolen while the inmates were asleep. The prisoner was traced from statements he made to a relative, and said
that the landlord was snoring while he was in the bedroom searching for other things. He had lately completed a term of impris-
onment and was now committed for trial at Staffordshire Quarter Sessions.”

[Henry Davies was found guilty at the Quarter Sessions and sentenced to 5 years’ penal servitude. He had 8 previous
convictions.]

Tipton Herald 13/3/1909




“John Hickman (30), of 9, Riddings Lane, Deepfields, was seized with a fit of coughing in the early morning, and getting out of
bed died shortly afterwards. He had suffered from asthma. An inquest was held at the BOAT INN, before Mr. Stokes, when a
verdict of Natural Causes was returned.”

1911 Census

Deepfields — BOAT INN

[1] Selina Cox (43), widow, publican, born Pensnett;
[2] Kate Pamerla Cox (21), daughter, born Coseley;

[3] Elizabeth Jones (19), general servant, born Coseley:

David Millard was born in 1851.
He married Ruth Webb (who died in 1934).
He died in 1950.

Isaac Millard was born in 1877, the son of David and Ruth Millard.
He was also a brewer.
See also ANCHOR.

South Staffordshire Times 17/7/1920

“On Saturday last the customers and friends of the BOAT INN, Deepfields, Coseley, had their annual outing, when upwards of
60 journeyed by brakes through the country. A circular route was chosen, and the districts covered included Wombourn, Trysull,
Swindon and Wallheath. At Trysull and Wallheath an alfresco luncheon was partaken of, the landlord of the house Mr. Isaac
Millard, having generously given a good donation toward the cost. Home was reached at 9.30pm, everyone having thoroughly
enjoyed the outing, although it started in bad weather, but, fortunately, it turned out very nice after the start had been made. The
arrangements were left in the hands of Mr. G. Ward, and he was cordially thanked.”

1939 Register
Havacre Lane — BOAT INN

[1] John Corbett, date of birth 19/6/1900, innkeeper (public house), married;
[2] Martha Corbett, dob 3/3/1901, unpaid domestic duties, married,;

Birmingham Daily Gazette 2/9/1939
“We Pay 13 More Claims. Free Insurance — 58 Safeguards.

To be prepared is a maxim to be followed. A precaution that can be taken is to ensure being covered by the 58 benefits of the
Birmingham Gazette Free Insurance Registration coupon will be found on Page 4. Payments recently made to readers include .....
Accidents to Children.....

Mr. J. Corbett, BOAT INN, Deepfields, Coseley — accident to reader’s child (broken leg).”

Henry Hardy died on 2™ February 1985 aged 61.
* possibly the same person

It closed in September 2006.

It became a target for vandal attacks.

It was demolished in 2008.

Black Country Bugle 28/7/2021

Article by David Cooper

“.....BOAT INN at the junction of Havacre Lane and Biddings Lane ..... I recall the back garden was visible from the road
showing a rear entrance with brick-built staircase direct onto the canal towpath. Presumably popular with the families of working
boats of the period. Wolverhampton Archives confirm that the pub was in existence in 1841. Other sources suggest it was built in
1820s.

In 2021 the Canal and River Trust were urgently trying to trace the owner of the derelict site, a Kevin O’Keef, to resolve an issue
with the brick retaining wall that sits above the canal towpath. The path had been closed for two years due to the imminent col-
lapse of the wall.”

BOAT

43, (5), (4), (14), Highfields Road, (Capponfield Road), (Highfields Bridge), (20, Ladymoor), (Ettingshall), COSELEY



OWNERS

Benjamin Whitehouse, ironmaster, Sedgley

Julia Hanson and Son Ltd.

Wolverhampton and Dudley Breweries Ltd. [1995]
Avebury Taverns Ltd. (acquired in 1999)

LICENSEES

R Downs [ ]-1863);

John Hall (1863 —/1865]
Edward Phillips [1867] — 1869);
William Holmes (1869 — 1870);
E Slater (18701 ]

Charles Jones [1872] —1873);
Mary Ann Jones (1873);

James Turley (1873 —1878);
James Sedgwick (1878);
George Holmes (1878 — 1879);
Joseph Reynolds (1879 — 1891);
Edward Gettings (1891 — 1894);
Richard Davis (1894 — 1896);
William Tilley (1896 — 1897);
Richard Davies (1897 — 1898);
James Davies (1898 — 1899);
Josiah Guttridge (1899 —1902);
Richard Davies (1902 — 1904);
John Rayson (1904 —1905);
John Biggs (1905);

John Isaac Turner (1905 — 1908);
George Norton (1908 —1910);
Thomas Pocock (1910 —1911);
James Collins (1911 — 1914);
Joseph Statham (1914 — 1917);
Mary Jane Statham (1917 — 1919);
Elijah Stott (1919 —1926);
Gilbert Foster (1926 —1928);
Arthur Griffiths (1928 —1929);
James Smith (1929);

Sam Cottrell (1929 — [/1940]
Jacqui Waldron [ ]-1995);
Leslie Shirley (1995 -1 ]

NOTES

Highfields Bridge
Capponfield Road [7940]
14, Highfields Road [1881]
4, Highfields Road [1891]
4, High Fields [1901]
Highfields Road [1904]
20, Ladymore [1911]
Highfield Road [7932]

5, Highfields Road [1939]
43, Highfields Road

Birmingham Daily Gazette 19/10/1865
“A man named William Hughes, a sinker by trade, was, on Tuesday, charged, at the Police Court, before Mr. Isaac Spooner, with

having assaulted a man named Jabez Talbot, a ball-furnaceman, residing at Hall Fields. The prosecutor appeared in court in a very
weak state, and looked as though he had been injured severely. A bandage was round his forehead, and both his eyes were nearly
closed and blackened. On Saturday night they were drinking together at the BOAT in Highfields, and when they went out a quar-



rel arose about two fighting dogs. The dogs, one of which belonged to the prosecutor, began to fight, and the prosecutor refused
to part them. The prisoner then hit him in the ribs and knocked off his cap. While prosecutor was looking for his cap the prisoner
came up and struck him a fearful blow on the forehead with a line-prop, inflicting a wound nearly three inches long, from which
the blood flowed freely. The prosecutor became insensible, and when he recovered he was taken to a chemist’s, where his wound
was dressed. The prisoner was remanded until Friday at Wolverhampton.”

1881 Census

14, Highfields Road — BOAT INN

[1] Joseph Reynolds (53), coal miner and licensed victualler, born Gnosall, Staffordshire;
[2] Mary Reynolds (52), wife, born Wednesbury;

[3] Sarah Ann Reynolds (17), daughter, born Moxley;

[4] Joseph Davis (4), grandson, born Hill Top;

[5] Annie Wilson (17), visitor, born West Bromwich;

[6] Sarah Griffiths (22), general servant, born West Bromwich:

Evening Star 14/4/1882
“On Monday, the “Working Man’s Friend’ Lodge of the National United Order of Free Gardeners celebrated their anniversary at

the house of Brother Reynolds, the BOAT INN, Highfields, when 32 members and friends dined together, the meal being served
by the host and hostess with customary credit. After dinner Brother Bennett was voted to the chair and Brother Clifford in the
vice chair.....”

1891 Census

4, Highfields Road — BOAT INN

[1] Joseph Reynolds (63), licensed victualler, born Gnosall, Staffordshire;
[2] Mary Reynolds (63), wife, born Wednesbury;

[3] William Perry (9), grandson, scholar, born Ettingshall;

[4] Elizabeth Shone (16), general servant, born Hull, Yorkshire:

Richard Davis = Richard Davies

1901 Census

4, High Fields — BOAT INN

[1] Josiah Gutteridge (37), licensed victualler, born Tipton;
[2] Jemima Gutteridge (38), wife, born Tipton;

[3] Sarah Whitehouse (23), domestic servant, born Coseley:

Staffordshire Advertiser 10/5/1902

“Josiah Gutteridge, of the BOAT INN, Highfields, Bradley, was charged with permitting drunkenness on his licensed premises.
Police-Sergt. Gibbs and Police-constable Myatt saw a man named Walker being led from the house by a woman in a very drunken
condition. In the taproom they saw a woman named Cox drunk and crying, and when the landlady had been aroused from sleep it
was noticed that she was drunk. Later on the landlord was fetched, and he was so much under the influence of drink that he had to
support himself by a wall. The Bench fined Gutteridge £10 and costs, amounting to £15 15s, for permitting drunkenness, and 10s
and costs for being drunk; Mrs. Gutteridge, 10s and costs; and Cox and Walker, 5s and costs each.”

Tipton Herald 7/3/1903

“Sedgley Licensing Sessions ..... BOAT INN, Highfields, Bradley.

Objection was raised on the grounds that the license was not required and conviction.

PS Gibbs proved the conviction and also said that there were three or four steps down to the front door.

Plans were submitted for alteration.

The license was renewed on condition that the alterations were made, and a door on the canal side stopped up.”

George Norton married Theodosia Lane.

1911 Census

20, Ladymore

[1] Thomas Pocock (42), licensed victualler, born Chieveley, Berkshire;

[2] Jane Pocock (41), wife, married 15 years, born Besford, Worcestershire;
[3] Martha Anne Pocock (14), daughter, student, born Armley, Leeds;

[4] Thomas Colin Pocock (7), son, school boy, born Hampton, Worcestershire;
[5] Gweneth Emily Pocock (2), daughter, born Evesham:

Dudley Chronicle 18/8/1917
“At Dudley County Court on Tuesday, before Judge Amphlett, Samuel Whitehouse, of 12, Highfield, Bilston, a miner, claimed £4
7s 6d from Joseph Statham, BOAT INN, High Fields, in respect of damage done to his garden by defendant’s fowls. After hearing




the evidence judgement was entered for plaintiff for £3.”

A music license was granted on 2" March 1928.

Birmingham Daily Gazette 14/3/1931
“Evidence of an extraordinary nature was given at Bilston yesterday when two men were charged on remand with robbery with

violence. The public portion of the court was filled, and a large number of people gathered in adjoining streets.

The accused, Arthur Hall, aged 28, of 7, Long Row, Highfields, Bradley, and Samuel Pearson, aged 25, of 12, Stoke Street, Brad-
ley (both labourers and married), were committed to the Staffordshire Assizes on a charge of robbing Edward Roberts, aged 67, of
Greycot Lane, Bradley, of four £1 Treasury notes, at the same time using violence.

Mr. Ernest Brown appeared for the prosecution, and it was stated that on the evening of Monday, 2 March, the accused entered the
BOAT INN, Highfields, where Roberts was. Shortly before 10pm Roberts went out and was followed by the accused.

They passed him in the road, and apparently hid behind a gateway. When Roberts had walked a little way past, it was stated, they
followed him and overtook him.

One tugged at his walking-stick, and the other apparently jumped on his shoulders from behind, and both men struck him. Rob-
erts fell down and shouted ‘Murder!” and the men left him.

After a few minutes Roberts managed to get home, where he found that four £1 notes he had had in his possession were missing.
Dr. W. V. Roland of Bradley, said Roberts had a gaping wound which had to have two stiches inserted, on his upper lip. There
were also skin abrasions on the forehead. These were consistent with Roberts having been struck with fists. Witness did not think
any instrument was used.

When interviewed by the police, Hall at first made a statement denying any charge, but later, it was alleged, made another, men-
tioning that he and his companion went into Rounds Road and stopped by the cot gates, let Roberts pass, and then went behind
him and struck him together with their fists, but nothing else, Pearson taking the money from Roberts pocket while Hall held him.
“This is the first time, and I hope it will be the last,” added the statement. ‘I hope Mr. Roberts is all right. Have you seen him this
morning.’

Pearson after hearing Hall’s statement, made one in which he alleged to have said, ‘This is the first time I have ever done anything
in my life, and I had some beer or we should not have done it. We had no intention of hurting. We didn’t strike him with anything
but our fists. God help me and Mr. Roberts.’

While they were being conveyed to the police station, Pearson wept and was said to have exclaimed, ‘Oh God! I trust Mr. Roberts
gets better. Is he all right. Are you sure he won’t die? Oh God! Will he get better. Let me know how he is. Oh God! I hope he
doesn’t die. What shall I do if he dies?’

When they were charged, Hall, it was alleged, replied, ‘I can only say I am sorry. I hope Mr. Roberts will get well. We hadn’t
ought to have dome such a thing.’

Pearson’s reply was stated to have been, ‘I can’t realise the act we done. It was the beer. I hope and trust in God that he will get
better. It’s the first time I have been in trouble. I hope whoever tries me will be as lenient as he can.’

Asked if they had anything to say to the magistrates, Hall replied in a voice almost inaudible, ‘Please sir, it was the beer, else we
should never have done it.” Pearson’s reply was inaudible.

Both the accused were allowed bail, each in two sureties of £50.”

Staffordshire Advertiser 4/7/1931

“Staffordshire Summer Assizes before Mr. Justice Wright ..... Addressing the prisoners his Lordship said, “You have pleaded
guilty to an offence which the law of this county regards with great gravity. It is one of the few offences in this land that is pun-
ishable by whipping and I need not say that it is a serious matter that a respectable member of the community should be knocked
down in a public place, maltreated and robbed. On the other hand you are well spoken of, it is your first offence, and I take into
consideration the fact that you have pleaded guilty and that you may have been under the influence of drink which may have
warped your sense of decency.” Sentences of six months’ imprisonment were passed.”

1939 Register
5, Highfields Road

[1] Sam Cottrell, date of birth 9/8/1885, public house licensee, married;

[2] Henrietta Cottrell, dob 26/11/1887, unpaid domestic duties, married;

[3] Ruby (Cottrell) Bromley, dob 28/6/1917, assistant fried fish shop, single;
[1995]

Closed
It was demolished in early 2002.

BOOT AND SLIPPER

Ladymoor, COSELEY



OWNERS

LICENSEES

John Bennett [1828] — [1845]

NOTES

It had a beerhouse license.

BRAMFORD ARMS

Tipton Road / Park Road, WOODSETTON

OWNERS

Wolverhampton and Dudley Breweries Ltd.
Greene King (Hungry Horse) (acquired in November 1998)

LICENSEES

Reginald Round Field [1962]

Howard Ernest Shepherd (1974 — 1977);
John Hill (1977 — 1981)

Phil Hinkley (1986 —[1987]

Chris Brewer (1988 —[1989]

Brian Dubberley [ ]

Val Scott [2001] manager

Michael Peterson [2003] —[2006]
Maxine Timmins [2012] —2014);
Alexander ‘Alex’ Lacey (2014 —[2015]
Daniel Phillips [2016] general manager
Christopher Henden [2018] general manager
Donna Boden [2023] general manager

NOTES

It opened in 1956.

Howard Ernest Shepherd died in 1982.

John Hill was married to Sandra.

Chris Brewer was married to Jo.

Refurbished and restaurant area opened on 15" August 1988.
Garfield’s Restaurant opened here in June 1989.

It was renamed FAST EDDIE’s [1996], [1999]

It was refurbished at a cost of £300,000
It reopened as BRAMFORD ARMS (Hungry Horse) in March 1999.

Michael Peterson was married to Julie.



It closed on 25" February 2008.
It underwent a £370,000 refurbishment.
It reopened on 23rd March 2008.

Express & Star 18/4/2014

“A burglar who broke into pubs across the Black Country, stealing money from pool tables, gambling machines, jukeboxes and
charity tins, has been jailed for six years.

Trevor Hollis targeted seven pubs in Dudley, Stourbridge, Brierley Hill and Coseley in less than two weeks, all at night or in the
early hours of the morning. In some cases the landlords or licensees were on the premises, leading a judge to warn of the dangers
of that profession. Hollis, aged 32, of Cheshire Street, Market Drayton, was arrested at the NEW WELLINGTON pub, in Brettell
Lane, Brierley Hill on November 14, 2013. The landlord had been in bed in a flat above and was woken by a bang, Wolverhamp-
ton Crown Court heard. He caused hundreds of pounds worth of damage.

In his spate of burglaries he also targeted the KING WILLIAM in Dudley, the SAMSON AND LION in Stourbridge, the MALT
SHOVEL in Dudley, the BRAMFORD ARMS, also in Dudley, and the STARVING RASCAL, in Stourbridge. He previously
pleaded guilty to the six burglaries and also to raiding the pub area of the PAINTERS ARMS in Coseley with an accomplice, steal-
ing £100. He denied a separate charge of burgling the upstairs private area of the PAINTERS ARMS, but a jury found him guilty.
Yesterday, the court heard how an intruder, believed not to have been Hollis but rather his accomplice, went upstairs armed with a
hammer to steal from the property, leaving the licensee ‘distressed’. Mr Robert Cowley, defending at yesterday’s hearing, asked
the judge to be lenient in his overall sentence, saying, ‘For the majority of these offences he did plead guilty.” Another of the pubs
that was occupied by the landlords when Hollis broke in was the BRAMFORD ARMS. The landlords were woken by the alarm
and watched Hollis on a live CCTV feed. Mr Edward Soulsby, prosecuting, said Hollis got away with two charity boxes contain-
ing an unknown sum of money and tried to force open the till.

At the KING WILLIAM he stole £500 from gambling machines and forced open the pool table. Atthe MALT SHOVEL he fled
with £600 from games machines and £100 from a charity jar. And at the SAMSON AND LION he broke into games machines
and a pool table, getting away with £300, as well as bottles of whiskey, vodka and Disaronno.

But at the STARVING RASCAL he left behind a cigarette end, which enabled police to trace him through DNA testing.

The court heard he had a string of burglaries on his record, as well as drug offences, dating back to 1998. Hollis was sentenced to
six years and was ordered to pay a £120 victim surcharge.”

Express & Star 8/7/2014

“A fire also broke out this morning at the BRAMFORD ARMS in Tipton Road, Sedgley, at around 7.15am. The fire, which was
sparked by an electrical fault, started in the cellar. The cleaner raised the alarm, and firefighters wearing breathing apparatus were
able to contain the fire to the cellar.

Dudley watch commander Andrew Froggatt said, ‘The fire was caused by an electrical fault with the incoming supply. Thankful-
ly the fire could be confined to the room of origin because of good information from the cleaner on arrival and the actions of the
breathing apparatus crew.’

General manager, Alex Lacey, added, ‘We had a little electrical fire that was confined to a small storage area’.”

Express & Star 18/4/2014

“A burglar who broke into pubs across the Black Country, stealing money from pool tables, gambling machines, jukeboxes and
charity tins, has been jailed for six years.

Trevor Hollis targeted seven pubs in Dudley, Stourbridge, Brierley Hill and Coseley in less than two weeks, all at night or in the
early hours of the morning. In some cases the landlords or licensees were on the premises, leading a judge to warn of the dangers
of that profession. Hollis, aged 32, of Cheshire Street, Market Drayton, was arrested at the NEW WELLINGTON pub, in Brettell
Lane, Brierley Hill on November 14, 2013. The landlord had been in bed in a flat above and was woken by a bang, Wolverhamp-
ton Crown Court heard. He caused hundreds of pounds worth of damage.

In his spate of burglaries he also targeted the KING WILLIAM in Dudley, the SAMSON AND LION in Stourbridge, the MALT
SHOVEL in Dudley, the BRAMFORD ARMS, also in Dudley, and the STARVING RASCAL, in Stourbridge. He previously
pleaded guilty to the six burglaries and also to raiding the pub area of the PAINTERS ARMS in Coseley with an accomplice, steal-
ing £100. He denied a separate charge of burgling the upstairs private area of the PAINTERS ARMS, but a jury found him guilty.
Yesterday, the court heard how an intruder, believed not to have been Hollis but rather his accomplice, went upstairs armed with a
hammer to steal from the property, leaving the licensee ‘distressed’. Mr Robert Cowley, defending at yesterday’s hearing, asked
the judge to be lenient in his overall sentence, saying, ‘For the majority of these offences he did plead guilty.” Another of the pubs
that was occupied by the landlords when Hollis broke in was the BRAMFORD ARMS. The landlords were woken by the alarm
and watched Hollis on a live CCTV feed.

Mr Edward Soulsby, prosecuting, said Hollis got away with two charity boxes containing an unknown sum of money and tried to
force open the till.

At the KING WILLIAM he stole £500 from gambling machines and forced open the pool table. Atthe MALT SHOVEL he fled
with £600 from games machines and £100 from a charity jar. And at the SAMSON AND LION he broke into games machines
and a pool table, getting away with £300, as well as bottles of whiskey, vodka and Disaronno.

But at the STARVING RASCAL he left behind a cigarette end, which enabled police to trace him through DNA testing.

The court heard he had a string of burglaries on his record, as well as drug offences, dating back to 1998. Hollis was sentenced to
six years and was ordered to pay a £120 victim surcharge.”




It closed in April 2015 for a refurbishment.
It reopened on April 29 2015.

Dudley News 29/4/2015

“A Woodsetton pub has reopened after undergoing a makeover to bring a bit of sparkle to the family friendly local. The BRAM-
FORD ARMS welcomed customers back today (Wednesday) just under three weeks after work began. The pub now boasts a new
layout in the restaurant area with additional booths fitted with their own TVs. Significant work was also done to give a new look
to the bar area, with a large projector screen for sports viewing. New carpets and furniture were added throughout and, outside of
the pub, the beer garden has been extended and improved. Speaking about the changes, pub manager Alex Lacey said, ‘The pub
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was in need of a bit of a refresh and the makeover was just the job. The difference it has made is amazing’.

Dudley Chronicle 19/7/2018

“A Pub in Dudley is set to undergo a six-figure refurbishment, creating up to eight jobs.

The BRAMFORD ARMS in Park Road, Woodsetton, was closing this week for a revamp as a sports bar, including extra TV
screens and improved beer garden.

General manager Christopher Henden said, ‘We’re really excited to get the refurbishment under way, and look forward to wel-
coming our Dudley neighbours to the revamped venue when it officially opens on Sunday, July 29.””

Dudley Chronicle 27/9/2018

“A pub in Dudley has launched a vegan range of meals as part of its new menu. The BRAMFORD ARMS, in Park Road, even
offers a vegan version of the pub classic fish and chips. Produced by VBite, the vegan dish is made of fish-free “fish’ flakes, and
there is also a Bakewell tart pudding, which is served with special vegan vanilla flavoured ice-cream.

Christopher Henden, general manager, said, “We know our local customers have a wide range of diets and tastes, so it’s important
that we experiment with exciting new dishes and flavour combinations to ensure we cater for this.” Other dishes on the special
menu include chickpea and sweet potato curry, and vegan falafel burger.”

Dudley News 2/9/2020

“A Woodsetton pub is set to serve a bright green burger to raise cash for Macmillan Cancer Support. The BRAMFORD ARMS
will sell the unusual dish throughout September to raise funds for the cancer charity whose fundraising work has been severely
impacted by the coronavirus pandemic. Greene King and Hungry Horse have teamed up to unveil the brightly coloured burger,
which is dyed in Macmillan’s signature colour, as part of its partnership with the charity. Burger fans can get their hands on either
a crispy chicken or grilled beef patty, topped with a layer of fajita seasoned mac ‘n’ cheese, lettuce, tomato, red onion and mayo,
all sandwiched between two vibrant green burger buns. The burger, which has been named the ‘Greene Warrior,” is available now
in 600 pubs nationwide, including the BRAMFORD ARMS on Park Road.....”

Halesowen News 7/3/2021

“Other recent cases at the local magistrates court included.....

The owners of a Dudley pub have been fined £8,000 for a breach of hygiene regulations and ordered to pay another £2,277 in
costs. Four other charges of hygiene breaches were withdrawn. Greene King Retailing Ltd, based at Bury St Edmunds, pleaded
guilty to a food safety procedure failing at the BRAMFORD ARMS in Park Road, Woodsetton in October 2019.”

Dudley News 21/11/2023

“Dudley pub the BRAMFORD ARMS at Woodsetton is collecting pre-loved and new toys to donate to the Black Country Wellbe-
ing Centre Charity this Christmas. The Hungry Horse venue is one of 235 pubs across the country participating in the pub chain’s
annual Toy Boxing donation scheme, which launched in 2021 to help less fortunate families ensure children have toys to open at
Christmas. Pubgoers can donate toys at their local Hungry Horse until December 18. The BRAMFORD ARMS took part in the
initiative last year and donated more than 1,500 toys to the Black Country Wellbeing Centre, which supports local families. This
year, the pub is again calling for locals to donate toys for the Black Country Wellbeing community.

Donna Boden, general manager of the BRAMFORD ARMS, said, ‘The staff and I at the BRAMFORD ARMS are delighted to be
supporting our local community for the third year running by donating toys to families in need. We know that although this time
of year is a special one for many, it’s equally a struggle for those trying to support a family, with so many feeling the pinch in the
current climate. The Woodsetton community is so tight knit and caring. We had such wonderful engagement from our customers
and staff last year and we anticipate a great response from everyone again this year, as people come together to make every child’s
Christmas special.’

Wade Cooper, founder and director of the Black Country Wellbeing Centre, said, ‘We are passionate about supporting children
and families in the local area — particularly those struggling to get by financially. The donations given to us by the BRAMFORD
ARMS will have a huge impact on our community, helping us put a smile on children’s faces on Christmas morning while easing
some financial pressure on parents buying presents for little ones this year.””

[2023]

BRICKLAYERS ARMS



17, Brierley Lane, Daisy Bank, COSELEY

OWNERS

Peter Rudge, bricklayer, Lichfield

Edward Ward, innkeeper, Highfields, Coseley [1898]

Mary Jane Ward, beerhouse keeper, Skidmore Road, Coseley
Edward Ward, licensee

LICENSEES

John Turley [1860]

Peter Rudge [1864] —[1871]
Thomas Sergeant [ ] —1873);
Benjamin Horton (1873);
Thomas Jones (1873 — 1875);
Samuel Martin (1875 — 1876);
Peter Rudge (1876 — 1877);
George Harrison (1877 — 1883);
Edward Ward (1883 —1900);
Alfred P Ward (1900 — 1915);
Thomas Ward (1915 —1922);
Edward Ward (1922 — /1940]
Thomas William Brookes [ ]

NOTES
It had a beerhouse license.

It was formerly the BULLS HEAD.
[Was the name changed during the second tenure of Peter Rudge?]

Peter Rudge, beer retailer, Daisy Bank. [1864], [1865]

Birmingham Daily Post 24/4/1865
“At the Police Court, on Saturday, Isaiah Taylor, alias Waterhouse, and Elizabeth Taylor, were charged with stealing various arti-

cles of wearing apparel, the property of Charles Tatton, Railway Buildings, Bloomsbury, Tipton. On the night of the 7™ inst, the
premises of the prosecutor were secured as usual. On the following morning, the back door was found open, and a large quantity
of wearing apparel and food was discovered to be missing. The male prisoner was apprehended on Thursday night, whist attempt-
ing to break into a house in Church Lane, Tipton. On searching his house at Wallbrook, Sedgley, a number of pawntickets were
found, one of which related to the property missing. It was thought the property and tickets found in the house are the proceeds
of upwards of twenty burglaries. Some of it has been identified. The prisoner was further charged with stealing food and wearing
apparel from the house of William Leopard, Bloomfield, Tipton, on the 13" inst, and from the house of Peter Rudge, Daisy Bank,
Sedgley, on the 14" inst. The circumstances were precisely similar to those in the first case, and the prisoners were committed to
the Sessions. The man has previously served a term of six years penal servitude.”

[At the Staffordshire Midsummer Assizes, Isaiah Taylor (28), caster, pleaded guilty and was sentenced to seven years’
penal servitude. Elizabeth Taylor (22), no occupation, was acquitted, there being no evidence offered against her.]

1871 Census

17, Brierly Lane

[1] Peter Rudge (46), publican, born Sedgley;

[2] Emma Rudge (41), wife, born Wolverhampton;

[3] John Rudge (16), son, labourer in iron works, born Sedgley;
[4] Mary J. A. Rudge (13), daughter, scholar, born Sedgley;

[5] Alfred Rudge (11), son, scholar, born Bilston;

[5] Jane Rudge (19), general servant, born Sedgley:

1881 Census
17, Brierley Lane
[1] George Harrison (52), beerhouse keeper, born Kidderminster;



[2] Maryann Harrison (50), wife, born Wolverhampton;
[3] William Harrison (17), son, coal miner, born Sedgley;
[4] Emma Harrison (14), daughter, born Sedgley:

Evening Star 24/3/1882
“George Harrison, landlord of the BRICKLAYERS ARMS, Brierley Lane, Daisy Bank, Bradley, was charged with keeping his

licensed premises open during prohibited hours.

Police-constable Kidson stated that he visited the defendant’s house on Sunday last, at 12.15, and found three men with a quart jug
containing ale, and on asking the defendant how he accounted for it, he said they had come to see a friend, and he had given them
a quart of ale. Witness told defendant he should report it, when he said, ‘I hope not.’

Police-constable Robinson corroborated.

The defence was that the men had come to see a relation of his. He saw them standing outside, and asked them to come in, instead
of waiting outside, and gave to them a quart of ale. He was ignorant of the law, and did not know he was doing wrong.

Fined 10s and costs.”

Dudley and District News 11/10/1884

“On Monday afternoon the District Coroner (W. H. Phillips, Esq.) resumed at the BRICKLAYERS ARMS, Daisy Bank, an
enquiry which opened on Saturday touching the death of Naomi Rudge (32), wife of John Rudge, bricklayer, Daisy Bank, who
died suddenly on the previous Thursday. On the morning of that day deceased was apparently in good health, but later she sent
for Mary Ann Ward, landlady of the BRICKLAYERS ARMS, who found her in bed struggling as if she was in a fit. She had been
subject to fits, and Mrs. Ward gave her some water. She, however, died in the course of five minutes. Deceased had been a hard
drinker, and had been in the habit, in order to relieve the toothache from which she suffered, of rubbing her face with a liquid
obtained from a bottle labelled ‘ascetic acid.” Under those circumstances there was some doubt as to the exact cause of death, and,
by order of the Coroner, Mr. J. G. Clendinnen, surgeon, had made a post mortem examination of the body. He now stated that he
was satisfied death was the result of syncope, or fainting caused by epileptic convulsions. He was satisfied too, that deceased had
not taken any powerful acid. The jury returned a verdict of Death from Natural Causes.”

1891 Census

17, Brierley Lane

[1] Edward Ward (38), blacksmith, born Sedgley;

[2] Mary Jane Ward (34), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] Alfred Poultney Ward (12), son, scholar, born Sedgley;
[4] Earnest Poultney Ward (9), son, scholar, born Sedgley;
[5] Edward Poultney Ward (7), son, scholar, born Sedgley;
[6] Mary Jane Poultney Ward (5), daughter, scholar, born Sedgley;
[7] Thomas Poultney Ward (3), son, scholar, born Sedgley;
[8] Annie Poultney Ward (1), daughter, born Sedgley;

[9] Sarah Martin (15), servant, born Sedgley:

1901 Census

17, Brierley Lane

[1] Alfred P. Ward (22), son, brewer, born Sedgley;

[2] Ernest Ward (19), son, railway stoker, born Sedgley;
[3] Mary J. Ward (15), daughter, born Sedgley;

[4] Annie Ward (10), daughter, born Sedgley:

1911 Census

Brierley Lane — BRICKLAYERS ARMS

[1] Alfred Ward (32), unmarried, brewer for sale, born Coseley;

[2] Ernest Ward (28), brother, general dealer in household goods, born Coseley:

1939 Register
Brierley Lane — BRICKLAYERS ARMS

[1] Edward Ward, date of birth 5/2/1884, beerhouse keeper, single;

[2] Ernest Ward, dob 2/2/1882, slag labourer, retired, lost one , single;

[3] Mary J. Tomlinson, dob 25/11/1885, unpaid domestic duties, widowed,;

[4] Mary J. (Tomlinson) Martin, dob 17/12/1916, unpaid domestic duties, single:

Thomas William Brookes — see also HAND AND KEY'S, Bilston, and GEORGE AND DRAGON, Bradley.
[1986]

Closed
It was converted into a private residence.



Check Wednesbury Oak, TIPTON.

BRICKLAYERS ARMS

13, Straits, (Cotwall End), LOWER GORNAL

OWNERS

Earl of Dudley

LICENSEES

Josiah Hickman [7830] — 1875);

Enoch Hickman (1875 — 1899);

Josiah Hickman (1899);

Mrs. Elizabeth ‘Betty’ Hickman (1899 — 1907):

NOTES

Wolverhampton Chronicle 9/9/1840

“An adjourned meeting of Magistrates was held on Friday at the Public Office, for the purpose of considering the applications for
public house licenses, and new licenses were granted to the following applicants.....

Josiah Hickman, Straits Green, Sedgley.”

1841 Census

Cottwallend

[1] Josiah Hickman (50), publican, born Staffordshire;
[2] Hannah Hickman (50), born Staffordshire;

[3] Mary Hickman (20), born Staffordshire;

[4] Enoch Hickman (14), born Staffordshire;

[5] James Hickman (2), born Staffordshire:

1851 Census

Straitts

[1] Josiah Hickmans (64), bricklayer, born Sedgley;

[2] Hannah Hickmans (63), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] Jobe Hickmans (41), son, widower, bricklayer, born Sedgley;
[4] Ann Hickmans (15), daughter, born Sedgley;

[5] Sarah Hickmans (13), granddaughter, born Sedgley;

[6] James Hickmans (12), grandson, born Sedgley:

1861 Census

Straits —- BRICKLAYERS ARMS

[1] Enoch Hickman (34), carpenter, born Sedgley;

[2] Elizabeth Hickman (32), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] Job Hickman (13), son, born Sedgley;

[4] Prudence Hickman (9), daughter, born Sedgley;

[5] Josiah Hickman (2), son, born Sedgley:

[Josiah Hickman (74), bricklayer, is the next entry.]

1871 Census

13, Straits Road

[1] Josiah Hickman (84), BRICKLAYERS ARMS, born Sedgley;

[2] Enoch Hickman (44), son, carpenter, born Sedgley;

[3] Elizabeth Hickman (42), daughter in law, dressmaker, born Sedgley;
[4] Prudence Hickman (19), granddaughter, general servant, born Sedgley;
[5] Josiah Hickman (12), grandson, scholar, born Aldershot, Hampshire;
[6] John Hickman (9), grandson, scholar, born Sedgley;



[7] Edward Hickman (4), grandson, scholar, born Sedgley;
[8] William Hickman (2), grandson, born Sedgley:

Dudley Guardian 27/6/1874

“At the Sedgley Police Court on Monday, before I. Spooner, Esq, stipendiary, Thomas Wilkes, Benjamin Greenway, and William
Timmins, colliers, who are on strike, were charged with assaulting John Thompson, a labourer in the employ of the Earl of Dud-
ley, on the 19" inst. Mr. Stokes appeared to prosecute, and Mr. Barrow defended the prisoners.

Mr. Stokes in opening the case said the circumstances were extremely unusual, and he could not account for the attack that had
been made on the complainant and others by the prisoners. The facts he could show, were these. On Friday night the prisoners,
who were colliers, went to the village called The Straits, which was some distance from their homes, and whilst there went to the
BRICKLAYERS ARMS public-house. All went quietly until about ten o’clock at night, when the prisoners left the house and
loitered about the village for some purpose or other instead of going home. About half-past ten o’clock, a youth named Brookes
was attacked by the prisoners as he was going home with some flour to his mother. They first asked Brookes to fight, and because
he refused they commenced dragging him about the road. A villager passing remonstrated with them upon which one of the
prisoners struck him and knocked him down. The man’s wife called out ‘murder’ and a number of persons hearing the cry came
out. Amongst them was the complainant who asked what was the matter, and he had no sooner done so than he was felled to the
ground by Wilkes and Greenway. Complainant got up and ran away as hard as he could, but the prisoners followed him and over-
took him. He saw they had large sticks in their hands and as he said to them ‘don’t kill me’ they knocked him on the head with
their sticks and again felled him to the ground. Complainant put up his hands to protect his head and they got so beaten that they
were now in a fearfully smashed and mutilated condition. Complainant became insensible and whilst in that state Mrs. Wilkes
came up and said ‘you have killed the man’ upon which prisoners ran away. Complainant could not speak to the prisoner Timmins
as one of the men, but Mrs. Wilkes would be able to identify him as the third prisoner. He was then called.

John Thompson deposed: I am a labourer living at The Straits, Sedgley. On Friday night about half-past ten o’clock, I was in

the BRICKLAYERS ARMS, which is about a quarter of a mile from where I live, and I left to go home soon after. On my way |
heard a noise on the road and I said, ‘Hallo lads what’s the row?’ No sooner had I said those words than I was struck with a large
hedge stake by the prisoner Wilkes and knocked down. The prisoner Greenway also struck me. The blow was on the right side of
the head. When I got up again I fought my way out as well as I could. There were a number of persons there, and someone pre-
vented me from striking Wilkes. I then ran away and three of them followed me, the prisoners Wilkes and Greenway being two
of them. I was overtaken after running about 60 or 70 yards by Wilkes, who had a bludgeon in his hand. Isaid, ‘For God’s sake
Tom don’t strike me with that thing,” and he lifted the weapon and struck me on the right side of the head. I was knocked down
and Greenway came up and both then struck me. I begged for mercy. A third man also struck and kicked me, but I did not know
who he was. I had put my hands on my head to save it, and my hands were so badly injured that I cannot use them even to dress
myself with. I recollect Mary Wilkes coming up and I heard her say ‘For God’s sake spare his life.” After that I became insensi-
ble. The coat produced (which was covered in blood) was the one I wore.

Cross-examined by Mr. Barrow: Friday was the reckoning night. I left work about half-past five o’clock in the evening. About
six of us went to the BRICKLAYERS ARMS public-house. Isaw Wilkes and Greenway on the bowling alley at the public-house.
The two prisoners, Wilkes and Greenway, left the house before I did. The six men who went with me were on the road when I
came out of the house. I went into a ruck of men and said, ‘Hallo lads what’s the matter?’ and it was then I was struck as I have
said. There was a crowd of men, but I cannot say how many there were. Greenway was in the middle of the crowd when I first
saw him, and Wilkes then struck me. I did not notice whether anything was being done to him by the crowd. I did not hear
Greenway cry out ‘murder’ or ‘hold off, I have not done anything to you.” I know Job Hickman but I did not see him among the
crowd. I did not hear anyone say, ‘don’t kick him.” I did not see anyone with a bayonet or with any such weapon.

Re-examined: I did not speak to any of those I went to the house with after I came out.

By Mr. Spooner: There was a noise when I got up to the crowd, but I did not see any fighting going on. Both men and women
appeared to be quarrelling.

Dr. John McNab Ballenden deposed: I was sent by the police to Thompson’s house on Saturday morning at five o’clock. I found
the man in bed. I found two wounds on the head, one at the back of the head two inches and a half in length penetrating to the
skull, and the other on the top of the head two inches and a half in length. Both were ragged wounds. I have not perceived any
fractures. On the back of his hands there are wounds, bruises and severe abrasions. They would be occasioned by his holding
them up to protect his head. The head was matted with blood and dirt. I examined his body but did not perceive any injury. He is
doing well now but he will not be able to work for a fortnight, granting all goes favourably.

Thompson re-called: I am not employing any boys at all. No application was made to me for money for those on strike. I believe
the prisoners are all out on strike.

Mary Wilkes deposed, I am the wife of Timothy Wilkes, and live at The Straits. On Friday night, about half-past ten, I was at
home, when I heard a noise in the road. Being an unusual noise, I went out to see what was the matter, when I got into the road

I heard a cry of ‘Murder.” Iran in the direction of the cry, and about a hundred yards from my house, I saw the three prisoners
round Thompson, who was lying on the ground. I only saw Timmins strike him, and he struck him with what appeared to be a rail
off a gate. I put my hands on Timmins’s shoulder and I said, I hope you have not killed him, and he said, ‘I have not.” I then went
to Thompson and raised his head up. He was insensible, and I called to the three prisoners, but they walked away. I called after
them, ‘You have killed him,” and the prisoners then ran away. I cried for help, and his wife and brother came out and took him
away home.

Cross-examined by Mr. Barrow: [ heard the noise for ten minutes before I went out. I have known both Wilkes and Greenway for
many years. I was not near enough to see any marks of blood on Greenway.

This was the case for the prosecution.




Mr. Barrow, for the defence, said his learned friend, in his opening address, made use of an observation which struck him (the
speaker) as singular, it was that he could not account for the attack. His instructions were that the prisoners were at the house of
Mr. Enoch Hickman, the BRICKLAYERS ARMS, until closing time. Thompson and a number of his fellow-workmen were there
about six o’clock, and were engaged from that time until about eleven o’clock drinking. None of the prisoners had any communi-
cation with them.

Mr. Spooner: You must assume it’s proved that he did not go there until eight o’clock, as he did not get his wages until nearly that
time.

Mr. Barrow said the men, at all events, did not leave the house until they were turned out. Wilkes left the house first, and after he
had got a good way along the road he was followed by Greenway. The fellow workmen of Thompson, who had been drinking in
the bowling alley, were congregated on the road, and as Greenway was passing through the crowd he was assaulted by Thomp-
son’s companions. Wilkes hearing his companions’ cries for help, went to his assistance, and found himself in the midst of a
crowd armed with sticks and bludgeons which were freely using on Greenway. Wilkes endeavoured to get his companion away.
No doubt, Thompson heard of the fight that was going on, and went to the assistance of his fellow-workmen, but where and how
he got his injuries he could not imagine.

Mr. Spooner: There is no doubt how he got them if Mrs. Wilkes is to be believed.

Mr. Barrow said he was speaking of the commencement of the affair. No doubt Thompson went into it with all the spirit of
mischief and desire for victory that animated his companions, and he was instructed to deny that any of the weapons that were in
court were used by any of the prisoners.

Mr. Spooner: They are not produced, or in any part shown to have been used, therefore you have nothing to do with them.

Mr. Barrow said that with regard to the woman Mrs. Wilkes, he felt he could not impugn the testimony she had given; it was a
dark night, and she might have made some mistake. He would call evidence to show how the whole thing had begun, and then
leave the matter to Mr. Spooner to deal with as he thought fit.

He then called John Jones, who deposed: I am a miner living at Gornal Wood. On Friday I was at the BRICKLAYERS ARMS
public-house. I went there early in the afternoon with the three prisoners, and stayed there until closing time. Wilkes left to go
home first, and I and the others followed. There were a large number of persons around, and a row occurred between Greenway
and some others. Greenway was knocked down and the prisoner Timmins went to fetch Wilkes. When Wilkes came back John
Thompson and several others were pitching into Greenway. At that time no weapons were used, but a number were introduced
shortly afterwards. Thompson was not sober; I do not believe a man there was sober. Nothing was done to Thompson I saw.

Mr. Spooner then ordered the witness to go down and to be kept in custody, but shortly afterwards he was liberated.

John Greenway was called, but his evidence was not material, as he knew nothing about the disturbance further than having heard
a noise.

Benjamin Greenway and William Timmins were further charged with assaulting Thomas Timmins at the same time and place.
Complainant, a bricklayer, residing at The Straits said on the night in question he saw two prisoners pushing and dragging a young
man named Thomas Brookes about the road. He remonstrated with them, upon which they knocked him down and struck him
with a stick across the arm. He had not been able to do any work since. Some one pulled the prisoners from him and he got away.
Thomas Brookes corroborated.

Mr. Spooner: I have not the slightest hesitation in saying that these are two most brutal and cowardly attacks. Wilkes, you will
be sentenced to two months’ imprisonment, with hard labour, and Greenway and Timmins, you will each be sentenced to two
months’ imprisonment for the first case, and an additional two months’ hard labour each in the second case, consecutively; and
remember that if that man should die from this you are liable to be tried for manslaughter.

There were several other charges against the prisoners Greenway and Timmins, but they were withdrawn as Mr. Spooner thought
the prisoners had been punished sufficiently.”

Josiah Hickman died in 1875.

Birmingham Daily Gazette 21/8/1877
“Enoch Hickman, landlord of the BRICKLAYERS ARMS INN, The Straits, appeared on an adjourned summons for having per-

mitted gambling in his house, under the circumstances already reported in the Daily Gazette.

The Magistrates’ Clerk said the magistrates had visited the premises.

Mr. Gould, who appeared for the defence, said a similar case had been heard at Salford, and on appeal the case was dismissed.
Mr. Rooker said that having viewed the premises they had decided to dismiss the case.”

1881 Census

13, Straits - BRICKLAYERS ARMS

[1] Enoch Hickman (54), carpenter, born Sedgley;

[2] Elizabeth Hickman (53), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] Prudence Hickman (29), daughter, barmaid, born Sedgley;

[4] Josiah Hickman (21), son, carpenter, born Aldershot, Hampshire;
[5] John Hickman (18), son, stone mason, born Sedgley;

[6] Edward Hickman (14), son, scholar, born Sedgley;

[7] William Hickman (12), son, scholar, born Sedgley:

Birmingham Daily Post 12/9/1883
“On Monday Mr. W. N. Phillips held an inquest at the BRICKMAKERS ARMS, The Straits, on the body of Mary Bradley (57),



wife of a sawyer. Deceased had suffered from melancholia for some time, and on Friday her body was found in White’s Pool,
Baggeridge Wood. A verdict of Suicide whilst in a state of Temporary Insanity was returned.”

1891 Census

13, Straits - BRICKLAYERS ARMS

[1] Enoch Hickman (64), publican, born Sedgley;

[2] Elizabeth Hickman (63), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] Josiah Hickman (31), son, farm labourer, born Aldershot, Hampshire;
[4] Edward Hickman (24), son, farm labourer, born Sedgley;

[5] Enoch Evans (5) grandson, scholar, born Sedgley;

[6] Hannah Hide (17), general servant, born Sedgley:

Birmingham Daily Post 2/10/1894
“At the Police Court, yesterday — before Mr. Neville (Stipendiary) — John Taylor and James Wakelam, miners, Lower Gornal, were

charged with obtaining by means of false pretences a quantity of ale and tobacco, from Enoch Hickman, landlord of the BRICK-
LAYERS ARMS, The Straits. Mr. W. A. Foster prosecuted.

It was alleged that on the 24™ ult. prisoners went to the BRICKLAYERS ARMS, and told the landlord they had been instructed

by Mr. Noah Dando to obtain refreshments to the value of 1s, which he would call and pay. On this representation prosecutor
supplied the defendants with ale and tobacco, but on subsequently ascertaining that the prosecutor was not then in the district, he
demanded the names and addresses of the defendants, who refused to comply with the request. On being arrested by Police-con-
stables Sutton and Heappy, they admitted having had ale and tobacco, and expressed willingness to pay for them. Taylor further
said, ‘Hickman ought to have had more sense than to let us have it, as he knew Dando was not at home.” The Stipendiary commit-
ted prisoners for trial at the quarter session.”

[At the Quarter Sessions, on 16" October, they were found guilty, and sentenced to seven days’ imprisonment.]

Dudley Herald 25/8/1900

“The general annual licensing sessions for Bilston were held yesterday ..... Six notices of applications had been received as fol-
lows.....

Elizabeth Hickman, licensed victualler, BRICKMAKERS ARMS, Straits, Sedgley, for a provisional order sanctioning the removal
of a full license, now held by her, to the Wallows, Sedgley.

AND

Staffordshire Advertiser 25/8/1900

“At the annual licensing meeting for Bilston division.....

The Bench refused the applications of.....

Elizabeth Hickman, Lower Gornal, for a provisional order sanctioning the removal of a full license from the Straits, Sedgley, to
the Wallows, Sedgley.”

1901 Census

13, Straits - BRICKLAYERS ARMS

[1] Elizabeth Hickman (73), widow, licensed victualler, born Sedgley;
[2] William Hickman (32), son, cabinet maker and carter, born Sedgley;
[3] Mercy Hickman (31), daughter in law, born Tipton;

[4] Elizabeth Hickman (22), granddaughter, housekeeper, born Sedgley;
[5] Pearl Hickman (9), granddaughter, born Dudley:

Mrs. Elizabeth Hickman brewed her own beer.

Birmingham Daily Gazette 9/2/1907
“According to the report of Police-Superintendent Spendlove read at the annual brewster sessions for the Bilston Petty Sessional

Division yesterday, there are 356 licenses of all kinds within the division, or one to every 174 of the population.

Among the applications for renewal was one in reference to the BRICKLAYERS ARMS, at the Straits, Lower Gornal. It was
stated that the new colliery at Baggeridge would tend to develop the locality and make the house a valuable one. The objection
was on the ground of structural unsuitability.”

Lichfield Mercury 12/4/1907

“Staffordshire Quarter Sessions.

Elizabeth Hickman, the licensee of the BRICKLAYERS ARMS, Lower Gornal, and the Earl of Dudley, the owner of the house,
appealed against the decision of the justices of Bilston Petty Sessional Division not to renew that license on the ground that the
premises were structurally unsuitable. Mr. Disturnal supported the appeal, and Mr. R. J. Lawrence represented the respondent
justices.

For the respondent justices, it was stated that the house was a very old one, and that portions of it had fallen down. It was also
stated that the rooms were small, and that there was not suitable accommodation for the public.

Mr. Taylor, Lord Dudley’s agent, said that nothing had been done to the house because there was a fear of mining subsidences,
but it had been found out that the building was on a ‘fault’ and that it might be re-built safely a little nearer the road; and he was




prepared to put forward plans for the re-building of the premises.
The appeal was dismissed with costs.”

License refused by Compensation Authority, on the grounds of structural unsuitability, on 8" February 1907.
An appeal against the refusal was heard at Stafford Quarter Sessions, on 10" April 1907, and dismissed.
It closed in 1907.

It was converted into a dwelling.

Black Country Bugle Annual 1989

Article by Archie Williams

“.....The last licensee was a lady, Mrs. Betsy Hickman, who sold nothing but her own Wum Brewed Ale. She needed to do well,
she had an enormous family of twenty-two children, ‘All born and christened’ as she was wont to boast. Of her husband little is
known, except he was a seafaring man, so did not spend much time at home.

When Mrs. Hickman passed on, the pub licence lapsed, and it was let to a Mrs. Lloyd, who specialised in breeding dogs, bulldogs
in particular.....”

Demolished

BRICKMAKERS ARMS

25, Broad Lanes, Ladymoor, COSELEY

OWNERS

Bennett Waterhouse, screw manufacturer, Can Lane, Sedgley
Ellen Pearson, Cinderhill, Sedgley

Ivy Barwell, Cinderhill, Sedgley

N. F. Bird, Crown Brewery, Bloxwich

Mitchells and Butlers Ltd.

LICENSEES

John Hinton [71860]

Rebecca Hinton [1861]

Rebecca Shenton [ ]— 1864)

Sarah Ann Blaze [1866] — 1892);
Isaac ‘Ike’ Fellows (1892 —1933);
James ‘Shutty’ Shutt (1933 — /1940]
Davies [1947]

Jack Collingwood [ ]

Arthur Martin (1952 —[ ]

NOTES

It had a beerhouse license.

It was known locally as “Shutty’s”.

It had a menagerie at the rear.

It had a marble alley.

1861 Census

Broad Lanes — BRICKMAKERS ARMS

[1] Rebecca Hinton (65), widow, publican and huckster, born Sedgley;
[2] Sarah A. Cox (19), granddaughter, servant, born Sedgley:

Wolverhampton Chronicle 24/2/1864 - Advert



“Monday, 29" February, 1864. To Families Furnishing, Brokers, and Others. Sale at Ladymore, near Bilston.

Mr. Thomas Richards will Sell by Auction, upon the premises of the late Mrs. Rebecca Shenton, the BRICKMAKERS ARMS
INN, Ladymore, near Bilston, on Monday, the 29" February, 1864.

The whole of the Household Furniture, comprising cane-seated and other chairs, feather beds, four-post bedsteads, mahogany
dressing table and wash stand, mahogany and oak chest of drawers, eight-day clock in oak case, mahogany centre table, cheffo-
niers, hair seated sofa, &c, &c, the whole detailed in Catalogues, which may be had from the Offices of the Auctioneer, Darlington
Street, Wolverhampton.

Sale to commence at half-past eleven o’clock in the morning.

NB. The Stock-in-Trade and Fixtures have been taken to by valuation.”

Sarah Ann Blaze = Sarah Ann Bladen

Wolverhampton Chronicle 5/9/1866
“The annual meeting for the renewal of existing licenses, and for receiving applications for fresh ones, was held at the Police

Court on Friday.....
Mr. Young applied for a license on behalf of Sarah Ann Bladen, of the BRICKLAYERS [sic] ARMS, Broad Lane, and an opposi-
tion was raised by Mr. Underhill on behalf of a licensed victualler named Cadman. It was not granted.”

1871 Census

25, Broad Lanes

[1] Sarah A. Blaze (45), widow, innkeeper, born Sedgley;
[2] Joseph Blaze (15), son, labourer, born Sedgley;

[3] Robert W. Blaze (13), son, born Sedgley;

[4] Phoebe Evans (13), general servant, born Sedgley;
[5] Hannah Parker (47), visitor, born Bloxwich;

[6] George Parker (29), lodger, clerk, born Tipton:

1881 Census

25, Broad Lanes

[1] Sarah Ann Blaze (54), widow, beerhouse keeper, born Sedgley;

[2] Robert William Blaze (22), son, boiler maker, born Sedgley;

[3] Sarah Elizabeth B. Brough (16), granddaughter, scholar, born Sedgley:

1891 Census

25, Broad Lanes

[1] Sarah Ann Blaze (65), widow, publican, born Sedgley;

[2] William Brough (50), son in law, general labourer, born Bloxwich;
[3] Mary Ann Brough (44), wife, born Sedgley;

[4] Isaac Fellows (23), steel worker, born Sedgley;

[5] Elizabeth Fellows (22), wife, born Sedgley;

[6] William E. Fellows (1 month), son, born Sedgley:

Sarah Ann Blaze died in the 4™ quarter of 1892.
Dudley Herald 19/3/1898

“Guardians And District Council Nominations ..... Coseley.....
Isaac Fellows, publican, Ladymoor.”

1901 Census

25, Broad Lanes

[1] Isaac Fellows (33), beerhouse keeper, born Sedgley;
[2] Elizabeth Fellows (32), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] William Edward Fellows (10), son, born Sedgley;
[4] Joshua Thomas Fellows (2), son, born Sedgley;

[5] Sarah Cope (19), general servant, born Sedgley:

Isaac Fellows, beer retailer, Broad Lane. [1904], [1912], [1916], [1921]

Staffordshire Advertiser 16/4/1910

“Col. T. E. Hickman, MP for Wolverhampton South, made a tour of part of his constituency on Saturday night, several dinners
were held in celebration of the victory in the General Election. At each of these the Member was accorded an enthusiastic recep-
tion.....

At Ladymoor, Mr. R. Probert presided over a gathering held at the BRICKMAKERS ARMS.....”



1911 Census

25, Broad Lanes

[1] Isaac Fellows (44), brewer, innkeeper, born Coseley;

[2] Elizabeth Fellows (43), wife, married 22 years, housewife, born Coseley;
[3] William E. Fellows (20), son, electrician, born Coseley;

[4] Thomas Fellows (12), son, schoolboy, born Coseley;

[5] Susan Blenott (18), domestic servant:

A billiard license was granted on 7* February 1913.

Isaac Fellows brewed his own beer. [1916], [1923], [1930]
He died in 1933.

It had a tea garden at the rear during the 1920s.

James Shutt was married to Elizabeth.
He brewed his own beer.

Evening Despatch 19/5/1939
“Hale and hearty Mr. James Shutt, licensee of one of the few remaining home-brew houses in the Black Country, the BRICKLAY-

ERS ARMS [sic] at Ladymoor, is anxiously awaiting Wednesday night. In his back yard a microphone will be flung over a marble
alley, and ‘Shutty’ as he is familiarly known to his customers, and David Gretton, who is in charge of Midland out-side broadcast,
will describe the final of the ‘shoot the ring’” competition. This broadcast will be the Midlands Regional contribution to ‘Round-
about’ which is succeeding ‘Band Waggon.’

I doubt whether there is another marble alley in the Black Country, writes an Evening Despatch reporter, but at one time alleys
were as common as bowling greens today. The Black Country miners and iron-workers years ago played marbles for as much
as £20 a-side in public-houses, and they also played for pleasure in the streets — then less frequented by traffic — and on waste
ground.

Nowadays there is little marble playing by men, but boys and youths still play.

Recently I saw a group of them shooting with glass marbles from gingerbeer bottles — which are now becoming scarce — by the
light of a lamp at the side of a footpath at the side of Birmingham New Road at Lanesfield.

To return to ‘Shutty’ — this is what he told me about the marble alley and Wednesday’s broadcast, ‘A lot of folks have asked me
about the alley’ he said, ‘and why I started it. It isn’t one of the old ones, I knew there wasn’t one about here, so two years ago

I thought I’d get one going myself. I asked some of the old customers about the alley and they gave me the measurements. We
practically put it down ourselves. It consists of a concrete bed with a wooden surround. I measured the wood and fastened it
together, and a few of the customers put the concrete in on Saturday afternoon. We started the competition first to get the alley
going, and I gave two cups to get the customers interest in the game. They all played when they were nippers. Some of our cus-
tomers are steel-smelters, and there are moulders, loco drivers, acetylene welders, and shoe-makers. They are all working chaps.
This year we had an entry of 64 for the competition, and we made a draw on 7 April. Since then we’ve been playing regularly,
and there are only eight left in now. I expect they’ll play off their game this weekend, then we shall be ready for the final next
Wednesday.’”

Staffordshire Sentinel 24/5/1939

“Broadcasting To-Night.....

Regional Programmes 342.1m ..... 9.0. David Gretton will introduce you to marbles as played at the BRICKMAKERS ARMS,
Lady Moor in the Black Country.....”

1939 Register
25, Broad Lanes

[1] James Shutt, date of birth 26/12/1893, publican and brewer, married;
[2] Elizabeth Shutt, dob 29/5/1894, unpaid domestic duties, married;
[3] Norah (Thorpe) Whitehouse, dob 22/12/1919, domestic servant, single:

It closed ¢.1956.

BRITANNIA

109, Kent Street, (109, Sheepcotwall), (Dudley Road), UPPER GORNAL

OWNERS



Thomas Wolverson, Upper Gornal

Joseph Round Cartwright, gentleman, Gornal (by conveyance)
William Henry Perry (acquired in 1874)

Henry Perry

Louis Peacock Perry [1909]

Sarah Perry

Philip Bellfield (acquired in 1992)

Daniel Batham and Son Ltd. (acquired on 6" March 1997)

LICENSEES

William Jordan [1841] —[1842]

John Jukes [1845] —1857);

Mrs. Hannah Jukes (1857 — 1864);
William Jukes (1864 — 1866);

Henry Perry (1866 — 1874);

William Henry Perry (1874 — 1905);
Louis Peacock Perry (1905 — 1929);

Mrs. Sarah ‘Louisa’ Perry (1929 — 1942);
Sally Eileen (Perry) Williams (1942 — 1991);
John Burrows (1991 —1992);

Philip Bellfield (1992 —1997);

Stan Furphy (1997 —2001);

Graham Blower (2001 —[2003]

Lisa Budd [2008] —[2009]

Lisa Glen [2015]

Simon Rogers (2016 —[2018]

NOTES
The pub had a slaughterhouse at the rear.
It was known as “Sally’s” or “Old Sal’s”

It is listed in ‘“The CAMRA National Inventory’ of pub interiors of outstanding historic interest.

Wolverhampton Chronicle 11/5/1842 - Advert
“To Be Sold By Auction By Messrs Walker and Page, (By order of the Assignees of Thomas Wolverson, an insolvent) on Friday,

the 20" day of May, 1842, at the BRITANNIA INN, in Upper Gornal, near Sedgley, in the county of Stafford, at six o’clock in the
afternoon, subject to conditions which will then be produced, and in the following lots.....

Lot III. All that above mentioned substantially built and well accustomed old licensed Inn, known by the name of the BRITAN-
NIA, situate in Upper Gornal, in the parish of Sedgley aforesaid, on the west side of the road leading from Dudley to Wolver-
hampton, with the site of Land on which the same is erected, having a frontage to the road, of twelve yards and upwards, and
containing an entire quantity of four hundred and thirty square yards or thereabouts, and also the Shop, Stable, and other buildings
erected thereon. The whole of the premises are now in the occupation of William Jordan, a yearly tenant at the low rent of £20 per
annum, but of which early possession if required can be given. This lot is also Copyhold of the Manor of Sedgley.....”

London Gazette 27/7/1842

“Thomas Wolverson, late of Upper Gornall, Sedgley, near Wolverhampton, Staffordshire, Bricklayer and Builder, then Brewer
and Retailer of Beer and Tobacco, since Bricklayer, Builder, Victualler, and Retailer of Spirituous Liquors and Tobacco, and lately
Bricklayer only.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 25/10/1848 - Died
“On the 22" instant, at the BRITANNIA INN, Upper Gornal, Mr. David Round, blacksmith, aged 72; also the same day, George

Jukes, aged four years, grandson of the above.”

Birmingham Journal 13/7/1850 - Advert
“To be Sold by Auction, by Mr. R. S. Walker, on Monday next, July the 15%, at the BRITANNIA INN, in Upper Gornal, at Six

o’clock in the evening, subject to conditions then to be produced.
Lot 1. All that Messuage and Premises, called or known by the sign of the BRITANNIA INN, situate at Upper Gornal, aforesaid,
fronting the Turnpike Road, from Sedgley to Dudley, now in the occupation of John Jukes.....”



Staffordshire Advertiser 18/1/1851

“At the public office, on Tuesday, Mr. John Jukes, landlord of the BRITANNIA INN, Upper Gornal, was fined 20s and costs for
harbouring police-constable Mason in his house while on duty on the night of the 8" instant. The case was proved by police-con-
stable Mewis, who stated that on the night in question he was sent by sub-inspector Tomlinson to meet Mason at Upper Gornal,
and patrol the district together. About eleven o’clock they went to Mr. Jukes house, where they had a glass of ale each; after
which Mason began to play bagatelle with some of the parties who were present, (one of whom was the parish constable). He
(witness) wished him to leave several times, but he refused. They remained there until after twelve o’clock. When he got back to
the station he told Tomlinson where he had been. Two other witnesses were summoned, who corroborated Mewis’s statement.
Mason was then charged under the Constabulary Act with neglect of duty. The defendant did not deny the charge; but stated that
on the night in question he met Mewis at Gornal, who said, ‘I want a glass of ale, but I have got no money.” He replied, ‘If you
come with me I will get you one.” They went to Mr. Jukes’s house, where he paid for two glasses of ale for Mewis, who Mason
said was quite as willing to stay as he was. Mason also produced a memorial, signed by most of the respectable inhabitants of
the neighbourhood, which stated that he was a civil, well conducted officer; and that since he had been stationed there the lower
classes were better conducted, and disturbances were of less frequent occurrence.

Mr. Leigh told the defendant that he had grossly neglected his duty, still he did not think it so aggravated a case as to require him
to commit him to Stafford gaol; he should therefore inflict a penalty of 20s and costs.

It was then suggested to Mr. Leigh that Mason would be dismissed the force; that he had a wife and two children. Mr. Leigh said
he would reserve his decision until he had made further inquiries respecting his character. He has since been dismissed.”

1851 Census

Dudley Road — BRITANNIA INN

[1] John Jukes (55), nail maker, born Sedgley;

[2] Hannah Jukes (58), wife, nail maker, born Sedgley;
[3] Richard Jukes (35), son, nail maker, born Sedgley:

Staffordshire Advertiser 13/6/1857

“On Thursday last, an inquest was held at the BRITANNIA INN, Upper Gornall, by W. H. Phillips, Esq, deputy coroner, on the
body of Paul Taylor, a builder residing at Brewood. He had gone on the previous day to the works of Mr. Cartwright, at Gornall,
for a load of tiles, and stayed at the BRITANNIA INN, to get a little refreshment, as he returned. He placed a trough in front of
his horse, and put some green food in it. Whilst endeavouring to take the bit out of the horse’s mouth, the bridle slipped off, the
horse plunged and knocked him down, and the wheel passed over him, breaking some ribs and his collar bone. The unfortunate
man died in about six hours after the accident. A verdict of Accidental Death was returned.”

Birmingham Journal 27/6/1857 - Died
“On the 23" inst, at the BRITANNIA INN, Upper Gornal, Sedgley, consequent upon a fall, aged 48 years, Mr. John Jukes, jun.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 19/8/1857
“Transfer of Licenses. The following transfers were made on Tuesday.....

Sedgley: the BRITANNIA, from the executors of John Jukes to his widow, Hannah Jukes.”

1861 Census

Dudley Road — BRITANNIA INN

[1] Hannah Jukes (66), widow, victualler, born Upper Gornal;
[2] William H. Jukes (21), son, painter, born Upper Gornal;
[3] Sarah Webb (20), general servant, born Upper Gornal:

Wolverhampton Chronicle 29/6/1864
“At the Police Court, on Friday, the following transfer of licenses was sanctioned.....

BRITANNIA, Upper Gornal, from the Executors of Mrs. Jenks [sic], deceased, to her son, William Jenks [sic].”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 5/9/1866
“The annual meeting for the renewal of existing licenses, and for receiving applications for fresh ones, was held at the Police

Court on Friday, when the Magistrates present were — The Revs. J. Y. Rooker, and W. Lewis, and J. Perks, H. D. Best, A. Sparrow,
H. Ward, and W. Hatton, Esgs. At the commencement of the proceedings, the superintendent of Police presented the following
report.

Bilston Division, August 31%, 1866.

‘I beg to submit to the Magistrates the attached list of licensed victuallers who have been complained about during the year.
Twenty-five have been convicted, and three have paid costs; one had been convicted three times and five twice. This is a large
increase on last year’s list; but I think it has arisen from the police being more particular in reporting cases of permitting drunken-
ness — as it was found to be an evil rather on the increase. I believe it has caused landlords to be more careful in supplying drink
to persons intoxicated.’

H. McCrea, Superintendent.

Black List.....

William Luke, [sic] BRITANNIA, Dudley Road, Sedgley..... left over until the adjourned licensing meeting on the 28" of Septem-



ber.”

Birmingham Daily Post 29/9/1866
“Yesterday, the adjourned Licensing Session was held at the Police Court, before Captain G. P. A. Pudsey and Mr. H. Ward, when

the following licenses were granted.....
A license was granted to William Jukes, of the BRITANNIA, Sedgley, on condition that he would not permit dancing in his
house.”

Henry Perry was fined £2 and costs for serving on a Sunday, in February 1868.

Henry Perry was also a butcher. [1868], [1873]

Aris’s Birmingham Gazette 27/8/1870
“The annual sessions for the renewal of existing and the granting of new licenses to licensed victuallers and beersellers in Bilston

and Sedgley, was held yesterday at the Police Court, Bilston.....

All the applications for renewal of licenses were granted except the following, who had been fined for various offences during the
year, and whose applications for renewal were adjourned until the adjourned licensing day, November 30 ..... Licensed Victual-
lers.....

Henry Perry, BRITANNIA, Upper Gornal.”

Dudley Herald 25/2/1871 - Advert
“To be sold by auction ..... all that freehold and excellent roadside inn and premises called the BRITANNIA situate at Upper Gor-
nal ..... and now in the occupation of Mr. Henry Perry at the yearly rent of £30.”

1871 Census

109, Sheepcotwall - BRITANNIA INN

[1] Henry Perry (29), butcher, born Sedgley;

[2] Rebecca Perry (29), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] James Perry (2), son, born Sedgley;

[4] Nelly Perry (8 months), daughter, born Sedgley;
[5] Jane Oakley (20), servant, born Sedgley:

Staffordshire Advertiser 31/5/1873

“Edward Williams, provision dealer, Gornal, was charged upon the information of Mr. J. G. Horder, Inspector of weights and mea-
sures, with having in his shop a scale which was 10z out of balance against the purchaser. Henry Perry, butcher of Gornal, was
charged with having a spring balance 10z against the purchaser. The Magistrates imposed a fine of 40s in each case.”

Birmingham Daily Post 1/10/1873
“On Monday an inquest was held at the BRITANNIA INN, Upper Gornal, before Mr. W. H. Phillips, deputy-coroner, upon the

body of Ezekiel Elwell, a child of three years of age, who was burnt to death on the previous Friday.

From the evidence of Mary Hale, it appeared that about twelve o’clock on Friday she heard a scream, and upon going to her door,
she saw deceased come out of its fathers’ house, in Club Row, Upper Gornal, enveloped in flames. Mrs. Hale caught hold of the
child, and, with the assistance of Wm. Allen, succeeded in extinguishing the flames. John Ballenden, assistant to his father, and
William Rhodes, assistant to Mr. Walker, surgeon, were called in, but the poor little sufferer died from the injuries it had received
the same night. Some children who were in the house at the time of the occurrence stated that the mother of the deceased went
into the yard to fetch some clothes in, and whilst she was away the deceased tried to take the lid off a saucepan on the fire to get a
dumpling, and in doing so his clothes caught fire.

The Jury returned a verdict of Accidental Death.”

Birmingham Daily Gazette 12/1/1877
“An inquest was held at the BRITANNIA INN, Upper Gornal, last night, before Mr. W. H. Phillips, district Coroner, touching the

death of Susannah Blackham (48), who died under the following circumstance at Pale Piece, Upper Gornal, on the 6" inst.

The Coroner informed the jury that he had called the inquest owing to a report made to the police by Mr. Homer, a magistrate.
They (the jury) had no doubt seen the deceased was in a bad condition, and also that the house in which she had lived was in a
filthy condition.

William Blackburn, husband of the deceased, said he had been married 14 years. For the past four years she had at times been ill,
and frequently blood flowed out of her mouth. For the past four months the parish surgeon had attended to the deceased. On one
occasion he gave an order for relief in kind, and the relieving officer supplied her with some mutton. Since then he had only given
orders for her to take medicine. She had never wanted for food.

The Coroner: How has the family been supplied, then? — Witness: By relief of 5s per week from the parish. In all about 15s per
week has come into the house to support six of us. Sometimes 25s was brought in. On all occasions the medical officer had paid
great attention, and he had no reason to blame any person as to the cause of her death.

Mary Garrett said she had known deceased many years. She never knew that deceased’s husband ever ill-used her. During her
illness no person attended to her with the exception of witness and the family.



The Coroner: How is it that the deceased is in such a filthy condition? I should think she had not been washed for six weeks. —
Witness: Her clothing could not be changed as she had no other.

Elizabeth Nicholls said she had on several occasions taken deceased food. She did not consider the deceased had wanted for food,
although at times there was no person to attend her.

The Coroner said at present he could not see much blame was attributable to any person, but perhaps Mr. Homer would state
something for the information of the jury.

Mr. F. A. Homer, a county magistrate, stated that a lady had informed him that two children belonging to the deceased had fre-
quently been to her begging and complaining of their poverty. From reports he had heard, the deceased had died of starvation, and
he accordingly informed the inspector of police.

In answer to the Coroner, the husband of the deceased stated that he had received parish relief for the past month.

The Coroner said there was little evidence to show that the deceased had died of starvation, but the house was in a very filthy
state, and as was most likely the whole of the other houses.

The jury returned a verdict of that the deceased had not from the best of their knowledge died from violence or neglect, but from
Natural Causes.”

County Express 9/11/1878

“On Monday morning about three o’clock a fire was found to have broken out at the BRITANNIA INN, Kent Street. At the time
stated the inmates were alarmed by finding the rooms full of smoke, and upon examination it was discovered that the wood floor-
ing of the tap room was partly destroyed by fire. The flames were, however, subdued by a plentiful supply of water, which was
close at hand. It is supposed that the fire was caused by sparks falling out of the grate.”

1881 Census

109, Kent Street —- BRITANNIA INN

[1] Henry P. Perry (40), butcher, born Sedgley;

[2] Rebecca Perry (40), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] James A. Perry (12), son, scholar, born Sedgley;
[4] Nelly Perry (10), daughter, scholar, born Sedgley;
[5] Rose Perry (8), daughter, scholar, born Sedgley;
[6] Louis P. Perry (6), son, scholar, born Sedgley;

[7] Eliza Porter (16), domestic servant, born Sedgley;
[8] George Vale (21), butcher’s servant, born Sedgley;

Dudley and District News 4/2/1882

“At the Police Court, on Monday, a well-known offender named James Baines, was charged with being on the premises of Mr.
Perry, BRITANNIA INN, Upper Gornal, for the purpose of committing an unnatural offence. He was found under circumstanc-
es leading to the suspicion of the grossest conduct. Defendant denied the serious part of the offence, and complained of being
assaulted by the witnesses who found him. He was convicted for vagrancy and sentenced to three months’ hard labour.”

Dudley and District News 16/1/1884

“At the Bilston Police Court, on Tuesday, Thomas Welsh (22), labourer, no fixed residence, was charged with stealing a coat, val-
ued at £2, the property of Henry Perry, landlord of the BRITANNIA INN, Kent Street, Upper Gornal, on the 2™ inst.

James Perry, son of prosecutor, said he saw the prisoner come in the house on the night of the date named, and soon after ten
o’clock he noticed Welsh run down the street with the coat on his arm. Information was given to the police, and prisoner was
arrested while attempting to get to Dudley. At the time of his arrest he was wearing the coat turned inside out, and alleged that he
had paid a man for it.

The Stipendiary committed prisoner for two months’ hard labour.”

Birmingham Daily Post 5/2/1884
“James Welch (23), no settled place of abode, was charged with stealing an overcoat. Prisoner sang at the BRITANNIA INN,

Upper Gornal, on Saturday night, and after his departure Mr. Perry, the landlord, missed his overcoat. Information was given to
Police-constable Gibbs, who found the prisoner on a tramcar going to Wolverhampton. When he saw the officer, prisoner jumped
off the car and ran away, but was pursued and captured by Gibbs. As prisoner is suspected of being a notorious thief, he was
remanded for enquiries.”

Dudley and District News 1/3/1884

“James Westwood, Thomas Nicholls, Zachariah Taylor, and Isaac Downing, bricklayers, Upper Gornal, were charged with refus-
ing to quit the BRITANNIA INN, Dudley Road, Upper Gornal, on the 16" inst. Defendants created a disturbance in the house,
and on being requested to leave they refused to do so. They expressed contrition for their conduct, and on the application of the
complainant the Bench allowed the case to be withdrawn upon each of the defendants paying 8s.”

1891 Census

109, Kent Street —- BRITANNIA INN

[1] Henry Perry (49), widower, butcher, born Gornal;
[2] Nellie Perry (20), daughter, born Gornal;



[3] May Perry (18), daughter, born Gornal;

[4] Louis Perry (16), son, scholar, born Gornal;

[5] Ellen Turner (18), servant, born Gornal,

[6] William Blackham (38), assistant butcher, born Gornal:

William Henry Perry was also a butcher. [1896]

1901 Census

109, Kent Street —- BRITANNIA INN

[1] Henry P. Perry (59), widower, butcher and licensed victualler, born Upper Gornal;
[2] Selina Flynn (39), housekeeper, born Trysull;

[3] Rachel Turner (30), servant, born Lower Gornal;

[4] Henry Kendrick (20), butcher’s servant, born Dudley:

Birmingham Daily Gazette 9/2/1907
“According to the report of Police-Superintendent Spendlove read at the annual brewster sessions for the Bilston Petty Sessional

Division yesterday, there are 356 licenses of all kinds within the division, or one to every 174 of the population.

The Clerk (Mr. Pratt) said the Bench had decided to recommend the following eleven houses on the ground of redundancy to be
referred for compensation, and the cases would be adjourned to the adjourned meeting, and in the meantime notices would be
given to the owner.....

BRITANNIA INN, Kent Street, Upper Gornal.”

Tipton Herald 6/3/1909

“Mr. W. A. Foster applied on behalf of Mr. Louis Perry, owner and licensee of the BRITANNIA INN, Upper Gornal, for per-
mission to make certain alterations at the above inn. Mr. Frank Lewis, architect, submitted the plan, which the licensing justices
approved.”

Tipton Herald 11/9/1909

“On Saturday evening about 7.10pm, a little boy named Enoch Hampton, aged five years and ten months, residing at 4, The
Square, Upper Gornal, Sedgley, was with several other boys playing in a field. The boy threw his cap at a horse, and when he
went at the back of it to pick the cap up the animal kicked him in the body. He was taken home, and Dr. Biggam sent for, but he
succumbed to his injuries on Sunday morning. The deceased’s father, James Hampton, is a miner.

An inquest was held on Tuesday afternoon, at the BRITANNIA INN, Upper Gornal, by Mr. T. A. Stokes.

The evidence showed that on Saturday afternoon, after he had had his tea, the deceased boy went out to play, with some other lads.
They got into a field, and Hampton threw his cap at a horse. When he fetched his cap the animal kicked out and hit him in the
stomach. Two of his playmates dragged deceased to a stile, and one of them named David Allen carried him home on his back.
He was attended by Dr. Biggam, who found that the boy was suffering from shock, and that his condition was serious. Death
occurred on Sunday morning, and was due probably to the rupture of one of the internal organs.

The jury found that death was due to Misadventure, and expressed their sympathy with the parents.”

1911 Census

109, Kent Street

[1] Louis Peacock Perry (36), butcher, publican, born Gornal;
[2] Sarah Perry (38), wife, married 10 years, assisting in business, born Netherton;
[3] William Henry Perry (7), son, born Gornal,

[4] Rose Rebecca Perry (5), daughter, born Gornal;

[5] James Arthur Perry (1), son, born Gornal;

[6] Eliza Ann Harper (25), general servant, born Gornal;

[7] Ellen Howes (15), general servant, born Gornal,

[8] Sarah Jane Howes (15), general servant, born Gornal;

[9] Charles Alfred Green (20), assistant butcher, born Gornal:

Louis Peacock Perry was also a butcher. [1912], [1916]
He issued tokens from here.

Upper Gornal Bowling Club was based here. [1926]
Had a bowling green [1930s]

Beacon Lodge of the Royal and Ancient Order of Buffaloes met here. [1920s], [1930s]

South Staffordshire Times 11/11/1922

“Another milestone on the highway of Buffaloism was passed when on Wednesday night, when members of the Beacon Lodge
celebrated their second anniversary at the RED LION HOTEL, Sedgley, by entertaining a large number of visitors for dinner and a
smoking concert. Bro. F. E. Foster presided ..... The toast of ‘Host and Hostess’ was entrusted to Bro. Louis Perry, who paid a big



compliment to their abilities as caterers.
Bro. J Pargeter, in reply, said he was always pleased to do what he could for Buffaloism.....

South Staffordshire Times 24/5/1924 - Advert
“Auction at the house of Mr. Louis Perry, the BRITANNIA INN, Upper Gornal.....”

Bilston & Willenhall Times 29/8/1925
“R.A.O.B. Anew lodge of the G.L.E. was opened at the BRITANNIA, Upper Gornal, last Wednesday. Next Tuesday there are
raising ceremonies in connection with the Beacon Lodge.”

Dudley Chronicle 8/9/1927

“Some 12 or 18 months ago it was thought the Sedgley, Upper Gornal and Lower Gornal District Friendly Society Committee
would become defunct owing to lack of funds to enable them to carry on with the good work, but the new president (Councillor
C. A. Pratt, JP) came along, and offered a cup for competition amongst the licensed houses and clubs of the district, the cup to be
held by the inn or club collecting the largest amount of money. The committee at once got to work, and to the surprise of all, the
new president’s move has more than justified itself by the magnificent financial result.

Very keen rivalry has been displayed throughout, more especially with the GREEN DRAGON HOTEL and the WOODMAN INN
boxes respectively, the GREEN DRAGON HOTEL having just come out on top, thus winning the cup for the first time.

It is very gratifying, indeed, in being able to state that the united efforts have raised £112 18s 2d, which has been placed in the
bank, and will, as necessity arises, be allocated to the various institutions.

The Contributions ..... BRITANNIA INN, Upper Gornal, £13 19s 3d.”

[GREEN DRAGON, Upper Gornal, £26 11s 2d and WOODMAN INN, Lower Gornal, £25 2s 10d.]

Dudley Herald 25/4/1931

“The Stipendiary (Mr. Bertram Grimley), sitting at Bilston on Tuesday, dismissed summonses against Sarah Perry, butcher, Kent
Street, Upper Gornal, for permitting a motor van to be used without having the proper insurance policy in force, and against Wil-
liam Henry Worton, Spills Meadow, Upper Gornal, for aiding and abetting.

The case was before the Court four weeks ago, and was adjourned, the Stipendiary remarking that it raised an important point, and
that he would like to consider the terms of the insurance policy.

Mr. Ernest Brown (prosecuting) then stated that Mrs. Perry was the owner of a motor van, carrying a third party insurance, which
was restricted however, to the transport of goods in connection with her business. On Wednesday, March 4%, said Mr. Brown,
there was a cup-tie play at Wolverhampton, between Wolves and Albion. Worton was driving Mrs. Perry’s van in which there
were five passengers, and the police stopped the vehicle. Worton at first told the police that he was going to market, and that the
men in the van were going with him. Later he stated that all, except one, were going to the football match.

Mrs. Perry told the Stipendiary that she was not aware that anyone in the van was going to the football match.

Mr. F. W. Green, for the defence, now submitted that under the bye-laws anybody could travel in the van in connection with the
business.

Worton, giving evidence, denied the statement that they were going to the match. What he said was that he was going to the
match after he had been to the market. Six sheep and one beast were bought, and afterwards he left the van in the parking place
near the market while he went to the match. All the passengers were connected with the business, some of them going to bring the
animals back, and some of them to assist in the buying.

The Stipendiary said he found that the vehicle was being used for the purposes of business, and it had not been made out that it
was not being used all the time for that purpose. Both cases, therefore, would be dismissed.”

Dudley Herald 13/6/1931 - Advert

“Announcement of Sale of Freehold Investment Properties at Upper Gornal (near Dudley).

Comprising a Block of Seven Dwelling Houses, situate and being Nos.10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, and 16, Spills Meadow, Upper Gor-
nal, let on weekly tenancies to Messrs. Gough, J. Smith, Anton, Bradley, Pugh, Tomlinson and Elwell, producing a gross income
of nearly £81 12s 6d per annum.

The Accommodation of each house is Two Bedrooms (No.14 contains only one), Living Room, Pantry, Scullery and W.C., all
under one roof.

Each house has a garden and the one belonging to No.16 is particularly large.

J. Albert Abel, A.A.L, has received instructions to Sell By Auction the above Freehold Properties at the BRITANNIA INN, Upper
Gornal, on Tuesday, June 23, 1931, at 7 o’clock in the evening precisely, subject to Conditions of Sale then to be produced.
Further particulars may be obtained from Messrs. Gould, Elcock & Parkhouse, Solicitors, Stourbridge (Tel.57253), or the Auction-
eer, 88, High Street Stourbridge (Tel.57218).”

Britannia Lodge (No.5663) of Royal Antediluvian Order of Buffaloes met here. [1935]

Birmingham Daily Gazette 12/8/1937
“The Clubman Diary.....

As far as I know, there is only one woman brewer in this country. She is slim, trim, tiny Mrs. Louisa Perry, of the BRITANNIA
INN, Upper Gornal, Staffordshire, one of the comparatively few brew houses in The Midlands. Behind the inn is the brewery.
Mrs. Perry her beer as she brews it.



But Mrs. Perry had another distinction. She is one of the few women butchers in the country. Cheek by jowl with her inn — con-
nected with it in fact, by an opening in a dividing wall — is her butcher’s shop. And behind the butcher’s shop is Mrs. Perry’s own
slaughter house. She sells her meat as she kills it.

Mrs. Perry has been conducting the inn, brewery, slaughterhouse and butcher’s shop, during the eight years since her husband
died. She has the help of two sons and  daughters. Though she has been titular head of the concern only during the last
years, she had been connected with it for over 40 years — since, indeed, she was a girl — for the inn was her father’s before her, and
his father before that.

I found it extremely pleasant in the inn with a homely atmosphere, drinking ale and watching trim Mrs. Perry knitting this and that
for grandchildren, between drawing ale from the wood.”

1939 Register
109, Kent Street — BRITTANIA INN

[1] Sarah Perry, date of birth 14/4/1872, licensed victualler, widowed;

[2] Sally E. (Perry) Williams, dob 27/1/1916, costing clerk, surveyor’s office, single;
[3] Louis P. Perry, dob 25/5/1913, brewer, married,;

[4] Lilian Perry, dob 1/4/1920, housewife, married;

[6] Carrie (Lakeman), Fletcher, dob 28/11/1918, domestic servant, single;

Dudley Herald 28/2/1942
“Died ..... Perry on 22" February ..... at BRITANNIA INN ..... Sarah, beloved wife of the late Louis Perry.”

Dudley Herald 21/3/1942 - Advert

“Sale by auction ..... estate of late Mr. Louis Perry ..... well known home brewing, fully licensed property (with possession)
The BRITANNIA INN ..... together with shop adjoining upon which a valuable Butcher’s business has been carried on for many
years.”

[It sold for £6,300 in April 1942.]

Birmingham Daily Post 9/4/1942 - Advert
“Estate of Louis Peacock Perry, Deceased. Estate of Sarah Perry, Deceased.

Alfred W. Dando & Co. have received instructions from the Executors, as above, to Sell by Auction at the DUDLEY ARMS
HOTEL, Dudley, on Tuesday Next, April 14, at Four o’clock in the Afternoon precisely, subject to Conditions of Sale then to be
produced as follows.

Lot 1. The Well-known Home-Brewing Fully-Licensed Property (with Possession), the BRITANNIA INN, Kent Street, Upper
Gornal, together with Shop adjoining, occupying an area of 456 square yards or thereabout. Also a Plot of Land at the rear of the
same, part formerly used as a Bowling Green, having an area of 1 acre and 23 perches, the whole until recently in the occupation
of the late Mrs. Perry and now by members of her family, and Sold with Vacant Possession upon completion of the purchase.
Lots 2. 3. and 4. The adjoining Dwelling Houses and Cottages.

Lot 5. The important Freehold Fully-Licensed Corner Property, known as the DUKE OF WELLINGTON INN, Wolverhampton
Street, Dudley, together with the Shops and Dwelling Houses adjoining.

Further particulars may be obtained of Messrs. Hawkins and Co., Solicitors (Tele. No.3188), or of Auctioneers (Tele. N0.2256), all
of Wolverhampton Street, Dudley.”

Sally Perry was the daughter of Louis and Sarah Perry.
She married Sedgley born, Wally Williams.

A team from here took part in the Sedgley and District Domino League. [1946]
It was the headquarters of the Upper Gornal Homing Society. [1958]

Express & Star 1967

“In seven years, if the bulldozers spare it there will be a massive celebration at one of Upper Gornal’s oldest pubs.....

The BRITANNIA, on the main Sedgley-Dudley road, will have been in one family for 100 years. The oldest regular still remem-
bers William Perry, who bought the pub 93 years ago and died before his granddaughter, Mrs. Sallie Perry, the present licensee
was born.

The pub passed to his son Louis Perry, then to Louis’s wife in 1929. Their daughter Sallie took the license in her turn in 1942,
shortly after being married to Sedgley born Wally Williams.

The sign outside still proclaims her ‘licensed to brew’, but regretfully gave up home brewing about eight years ago. The old tack-
le is still round the back. ‘In her grandfather’s time, they never used to knock a tap in until the beer was two years old,” she told
me. ‘The customers used to call our old ale ‘cow and gate’.” There are few home brewers left in Gornal, but Sallie remembers
when they used to queue up at the pub for their yeast.

The BRITANNIA is a cosy, old world pub, and many of its regulars follow traditional occupations like bricklaying and pigeon
flying.

The daddy of them all ‘Old Zake’ Elwell, now nearly 91, used to call daily, but now he does not often get out beyond his garden.
He was still laying bricks at 80, and is said to have left one job around then claiming that it offered him ‘no prospects.’




Fred Sheldon, now 80, was a bricklayer till he was 75 and has always lived in Upper Gornal. His work was mainly in furnaces
throughout the Black Country, but as a young man he was building them for the Coventry motor industry, back in the days when
‘the Daimler was made in a galvanised shed.” A pigeon fancier and angler, Fred has used the BRITANNIA as long as he can
remember, but these days he only calls in three times a week.

Bill Witton, who came up from Lower Gornal 40 years ago and now lives in Cricket Meadow, is shortly retiring from his labour-
ing job at Turners of Wolverhampton. Now he plans to go back to pigeons and will be occupied looking after birds for his brother-
in-law and neighbour Bill Porter, who has just fixed up a loft.

Across North Oval from Fred Sheldon lives Lil Smout, a lively 73-year-old who lives with her daughter Eve, and her son Gilbert.
Lil remembers how she used to carry beer across the road when she was 12 for the haymakers working in the field, then owned

by Louis Perry. She married Sam Smout, who as a corporal was awarded the DCM in 1918 after his raiding party brought in 14
Germans, including an officer, near Roncalte in Italy. Widowed 30 years ago, she went out to work to bring up her three children.
Now they give her a drink ‘every night for supper’ at the BRITANNIA. Her married son Dick, a grocery branch manager with the
Dudley Co-op, visits her (and the BRITANNIA) regularly on Friday nights from his home at Wheatsheaf Road, Oakham. A keen
Wolves supporter and athletic viewer, Dick spends much of his time cultivating a garden which in 1960 won the Hobbs cup for the
best in Rowley Regis. Roses are his speciality.

Behind the BRITANNIA are the headquarters of the Upper Gornal Homing Society and here can be found secretary Joseph Cox
collecting members’ birds for the next flight, and Sam Naylor setting the clocks. Joe, who delivers and sells beer to houses in the
Dudley-Coseley-Gornal area, finds pigeons a full-time job. ‘I couldn’t do it without the help of my wife Cynthia,” he told me. But
business is booming. The society is having its best season ever, for birds, membership and finances. Joe himself is also doing
well with two thirds in recent weeks, and the top money winner last year. Like Joe, Sam learnt about pigeons from his father. ‘I
used to ring them when I was a lad, when my father used to fly at Pale Street.” Sam is a bricklayer, among the many in Upper
Gornal, but, unlike Fred, has always been on private housing, and now works for Mucklows. ‘I prefer an outdoor life,” he said.”

Sports Argus 31/10/1970

“Pat Stintons Piscatorials A.C. will in future be called BRITANNIA A.C. This change is due to Pat Stintons resignation through
pressure of business. Secretary, P. D. Andrews, says, ‘Our books are now open to new members and anyone wishing to join may
attend our next meeting at the BRITANNIA INN, Kent Street, Upper Gornal, at 8.30pm on Tuesday, November 9.” His address is:
7, Mulberry Green, Old Farm Park Estate, Dudley.”

Black Country Bugle (1976)

‘The Britannia Inn’

“Sally ..... She was born on the premises sixty years ago, as was her father before her, the late Louis Peacock Perry. In fact, the
BRITANNIA was bought by her grandfather, William Henry Perry, in 1874 and has remained in her family for all of the one hun-
dred and two intervening years. When William Henry died, the license passed to Sally’s father, and, on his death, to her mother.
Sally took over in 1942.....

No forbidding counter separates Sally from her customers. The seventy odd years old beer pulls are in the same room. She sits
among you, waits upon you, brings your order to the table, then resumes her friendly chats ..... The BRITANNIA, believed to
have been built in the early part of the last century, brewed its own beer on the premises until 1960, when ill health compelled Sal-
ly’s late husband to call it a day. Many of the utensils are still stored in the cellar. Today it is a free house, dispensing Whitbread’s
famous ales.....

Days when the Perry’s, apart from their reputation as brewers of fine ales, were also noted for the prime beasts which they killed
in the slaughterhouse at the rear of the pub and sold from their butcher’s shop, which was in the front room of the BRITANNIA.”

Sally Williams died in 1991.

John Burrows was the son in law of Sally Perry.
He married Lesley Perry.

Philip Bellfield reopened the brewery in 1995.
Philip Bellfield was married to June.
Philip Bellfield — see also MOUNT PLEASANT and JOLLY CRISPIN.

It was CAMRA West Midland Regional Pub of the Year 1995.

Dudley News 8/5/1997 - Advert

“Bathams Delph Ales are proud to announce their move into No.10. Due to the success of their 9 other pubs Bathams has recently
acquired the BRITANNIA INN, Kent Street, Upper Gornal.

For a step back in time visit the BRITANNIA, a pub unchanged over 130 years. We don’t have noisy juke boxes or fruit ma-
chines, just a warm friendly atmosphere, where a conversation with a friend is not a thing of the past.

Sample our selection of Bathams bitter and mild.

Relax in our secure beer garden over a glass of wine or a pint of real ale.

Open Monday-Saturday 12 noon-3.30pm, 7.00pm-11.00pm; Sunday 12 noon-3.30pm, 7.00pm-10.30pm.”

Dudley News 8/5/1997 - Advertisement Feature




“Bathams has a heritage that spans five generations. Every Bathams pub is steeped in history and soaked in character. The BRI-
TANNIA, their new acquisition in Kent Street, Gornal, is no exception. This superior ale house would certainly receive Charlotte
Batham’s, the founder’s, seal of approval. Charlotte would commend her great great grandsons Tim and Matthew’s decision to
gain this historic pub made famous by another stalwart lady, Sallie Perry. Sallie died in 1991, the year Bathams won the coveted
title for Best Bitter in Britain. Her death ended 127 years of family involvement but her memory remains in the BRITANNIA.
Time stands still in “Sallie’s Room.” The tap room is virtually untouched and beer is served from the original wall handpumps
with Sallie’s photographs adding a nostalgic glow to the surroundings.

Today’s hosts are Stan and Sigy Furphy and their formidable but friendly reputation is impressive. Headhunted by Bathams, the
couple are pleased to be in charge of the BRITANNIA. Stan served in the army for 24 years before coming into the trade and Sigy
is from a long line of publicans. Bathams and Stan are proud of their association the CAMRA (Campaign for Real Ale). Stan is
quietly proud that as former tenant of the WOOLPACK in Short Heath, Willenhall, for the past three years, under his guidance this
year it made the Good Beer Guide and he received a prestigious award.

Regulars to the BRITANNIA can expect to see some cosmetic updating but Matthew Batham is adamant that there will be no
modernisation or fruit machines installed in the Black Country gem.

Stan and Sigy provide the welcome atmosphere in this unique pub. Drop into the BRITANNIA and let Stan pour you some
Bathams. Or enjoy a refreshment in the lovely beer garden and admire the BRITANNIA from a different angle.”

Stan Furphy was married to Sigi.
Graham Blower was married to Pat.

Express & Star 26/4/2014
“Mobbed by supporters and the world’s media, Nigel Farage mania swept into the rain-drenched West Midlands — one of Ukip’s

key target regions for European and council election seats ..... After his tour of Dudley, he and his entourage stopped in at The
BRITANNIA INN on Kent Street in Upper Gornal for a swift pint.”

[2018]

BRITISH QUEEN

Meadow Lane, (Thumpers Lane), Deepfields, (Masons Bank), COSELEY

OWNERS

Thomas King
Isaac Whitehouse (acquired in June 1870 for £600)

LICENSEES

James Mason [1851] — 1868);
Mrs. Ann Mason (1868 —[1871]

NOTES

Masons Bank [1851]
Thumpers Lane [1870]

It was a half timbered house situated about half way along the lane, between the Post Office and the Ettingshall / Rookery Road.

1851 Census

Coseley

[1] James Mason (50), victualler, born Sedgley;
[2] Ann Mason (50), wife, born Sedgley:

1861 Census

Thumpers Lane — BRITISH QUEEN

[1] James Mason (60), victualler, born Coseley;

[2] Ann Mason (61), wife, born Coseley;

[3] Bethuma(?) Maydy(?) (18), niece, servant, born Coseley:



James Mason died 1868.

Wolverhampton Chronicle 17/6/1868
“Applications were on Friday made to the Magistrates to grant the transfer of the following licenses, and the applications were all

acceded to.....
Sedgley ..... BRITISH QUEEN from the executors of James Mason to Ann Mason.”

Dudley Herald 28/5/1870 - Advert

“To be sold by auction ..... all that old licensed public house called the BRITISH QUEEN with the garden, close of land and
premises adjoining situate in Thumpers Lane, Coseley ..... now and for many years in the occupancy of Mrs. Mason, at the yearly
rent of £20.....”

County Express 18/6/1870

“The Woodsetton Estate, near Sedgley, the property of Mr. Thomas King, who died about three years ago, and whose will occa-
sioned some protracted litigation in the superior courts, was offered for sale by auction on Monday evening last, at the DUDLEY
ARMS HOTEL, Dudley, and realised very good prices.....

The public house called the BRITISH QUEEN, at Coseley and land containing altogether 3r 30p, with the mines and minerals
underneath, was bought by Mr. Isaac Whitehouse, for £600 ..... The whole of the lots sold realised £10,175.”

Dudley Herald 18/2/1871 - Advert
“Sale of household furniture and public house fixtures. Beer machine, drinking tables, forms, club room table and trestles, casks,
brewing utensils and sundry other effects. To be sold by auction ..... The above furniture and effects of Mrs. Mason who is leav-

2

ing.....

The license was abandoned.

BRITISH QUEEN

55, Parkes Hall Road / 22, Turley Street, West Coseley, WOODSETTON

OWNERS

The Earl of Dudley

John Edward Crofts, builder, Bloomfield Road, Tipton

John Flavell*, licensee

John Flavell*, colliery proprietor, Bell View House, Woodsetton
Kate Goodreid, 44, Stowheath Lane, Bilston

Darby’s Brewery Ltd.

Mitchells and Butlers Ltd.

Avebury Taverns

Admiral Taverns [2006]

LICENSEES

James Flavell [1873] - 1887);
John Flavell (1887 —1908);
Evan Shaw (1908 — 1921);
Alfred Jeavons (1921 —1922);
Edith Lucy Johnston (1922 —1923);
Frederick Bishton (1923 —1928);
William Jeavons (1928 — 1930);
Harry Griffiths (1930 — /1940]
Frank Clowes [c.1958]

James Thomas Burgwin [1983]
Joseph Trindade (1985 -]
Sharon Cowen [2006]

NOTES



22, Turley Street [1901], [1911]
Turley Street [1940]
55, Parkes Hall Road

[This pub was strictly in the parish of Dudley but has been included here because of its proximity to other pubs in
Woodsetton.]

It had a six-day license.

James Flavell was married to Zibiah.
[A James Flavell, saddler, appears at 28 Parkes Hall Lane in the 1881 Census. He is married to Zibiah.]

Birmingham Daily Post 27/8/1881
“Yesterday, the Licensing Sessions for the Bilston Division of the county were held at the Public Office.....

Mr. Waterhouse next applied for a full six-days’ license to be granted to James Flavel, of 14, Parkes Hall Road, Woodsetton. The
house was rented at £35, and was situated in the midst of between sixty and seventy houses, which were entirely separate from
any other part of the parish. The nearest house was 1,000 yards away. Refused.”

Dudley Herald 8/1/1898

“The annual supper in connection with the Wrens Nest Villa Football Club was held on Monday evening last at the BRITISH
QUEEN INN. Upwards of 20 members sat down to a capital repast provided by host and hostess Flavell. After the removal of
the cloth Mr. H. Jones was appointed chairman, and a vote of thanks was passed to the host and hostess for the able way in which
they had provided for them. Mr. Blakesley, secretary, gave a report showing that out of 17 matches played they had won 14, lost
3, and scored no less than 86 goals against 18. The rest of the evening was passed in harmony, the following taking part, Messrs.
Billingham, Rigby, Guest, Jevon, Blakesley, Clarke, and Millard. Mr. Blakesley, who is a member of the Coseley Dramatic Soci-
ety, very ably gave several recitations. A vote of thanks to the chairman brought a pleasant evening to a close.”

Dudley Herald 27/8/1898 - Advert

“Nearly new and substantially built Freehold Properties in Castle Street, and Old End Lane, Roseville, Coseley; and well letting
Freehold Dwelling Houses and Building Land in Brook Street, Woodsetton, all in the Parish of Sedgley, in the County of Stafford.
To be Sold By Auction, by Messrs. Powell & Brown, at the house of Mr. John Flavell, the BRITISH QUEEN, Parkes Hall, Wood-
setton, on Tuesday, the 30" day of August, 1898 at Six for Seven in the Evening precisely.....”

1901 Census

22, Turley Street

[1] John Flavell (52), licensed victualler, born Sedgley;

[2] Sarah Flavell (47), wife, born Tipton;

[3] Evan Shaw (39), relative, general labourer, born Sedgley;
[4] Teresa Shaw (38), relative, born Tipton:

Birmingham Daily Gazette 7/2/1903
“At the Bilston Licensing sessions yesterday.....

The application of John Flavell, BRITISH QUEEN, Woodsetton, for a seven days’ license instead of six was refused.”

Tipton Herald 13/3/1909

“At the adjourned annual licensing sessions for the Bilston Division on Friday, Mr. W. A. Foster (Tipton and Wolverhampton)
applied on behalf of Evan Shaw, of the BRITISH QUEEN INN, Parkes Hall, Woodsetton, for a seven-day license. Mr. Foster
pointed out that the BRITISH QUEEN was the only licensed house in Parkes Hall, and that the nearest licensed house was more
than half a mile away. He produced a petition signed by more than sixty householders in favour of the application. Mr. Foster
went on to say that a public house existed for the comfort and convenience of the public, and that as there was a unanimous desire
for a seven-day license, the justices ought to comply.

The application was granted.”

Staffordshire Advertiser 3/4/1909

“A meeting of the County Licensing Committee to consider applications for the confirmation of new licenses conditionally grant-
ed by local licensing benches was held in the Shire Hall, Stafford, on Saturday.....

Mr. Graham Milward, barrister (instructed by Mr. Foster, solicitor, of Tipton), applied on behalf of Mr. John Flavell, owner, and
Mr. Evan Shaw, the tenant, of the BRITISH QUEEN INN, Parkes Hall Road, Coseley, for the confirmation of a new seven days
license granted by the magistrates to Evan Shaw, in place of a six days license.

In explaining the matter to the Bench Mr. Milward said that the village in which this inn was situated contained about 300 inhabi-
tants, and there were no other licensed premises in it. Consequently, the residents were unable to obtain any refreshments on Sun-
day. The nearest other public house was 1,000 yards away, and there were two others 1,200 and 1,250 yards away. He argued that
it was most inconvenient to the inhabitants to have to send a mile and a half for refreshments. In reply to questions, he said there




were nine magistrates on the Bench when the license was conditionally granted, and that Sir Alfred Hickman was in the chair. He
went on to say he wished to put in a petition in favour of the license being confirmed, signed by 66 out of 72 householders in the
village. The Court below had made it a condition of the license that if it ever came up for compensation it should only be reck-
oned as a six days license and that condition was not only accepted by the owner and the tenant, but they had offered to comply
with any other condition the Bench imposed.....

The Chairman said the Bench did not think they ought to grant a seven days license in view of the population of the village. The
application was therefore unanimously refused.”

1911 Census

22, Turley Street

[1] Evan Shaw (48), publican, born Dudley;

[2] Louisa Shaw (48), wife, married 22 years, born Tipton;

[3] Annie Johnson (33), general servant, born Barrow in Furness:

South Staffordshire Times 4/12/1920

“The annual dinner and concert in connection with the Parkes Hall Bowling Club, Woodsetton, was held at the BRITISH QUEEN,
Parkes Hall, on Saturday last, and were well attended. The secretary (Mr. Whitehouse) reported a balance in hand over £2 4s.
Councillor John Dodd, who presided, congratulated the team on the satisfactory balance sheet, also in being successful in gaining
second place in the League. He wished them every success in the coming season. Although he expected to be a member of anoth-
er team, he would be the first to congratulate them should they beat his team. Mr. Dodd presented the prizes.

A very pleasant evening was spent.”

Birmingham Daily Gazette 24/12/1929
“Horace Jeavons, aged 26, a miner, of the BRITISH QUEEN, Parkes Hall, Woodsetton, was at Dudley, yesterday, committed to

the Quarter Sessions charged with breaking and entering the lock-up shop of Herbert Henry Hockley, of 6, Ballard Road, Nether-
ton, on 22 December and stealing two dead turkeys, four fowls, and tins of fish, of the value of £23 3s 10d.”

Birmingham Daily Gazette 7/1/1930
“For breaking into a shop at Netherton and stealing two turkeys, four fowls and other goods, Horace Jeavons, aged 26, miner,

residing with his father, licensee of the BRITISH QUEEN, Parkes Hall, Woodsetton, was bound over for 12 months and ordered
to pay £5 towards the costs of the prosecution and £2 incurred by his offence to the premises by the breaking of a window.”

Midland Advertiser 18/1/1930

“Mr. P. W. Green appeared on behalf of Daniel Smart, residing at the BRITISH QUEEN INN, Coseley, who sought possession of
No.19, Parkes Hall Road, Woodsetton, a cottage owned by him and tenanted by Charles Bennett.

Mr. Green said that about two or three months ago applicant was the manager of a public house at Woodsetton and he bought the
house in question from Lord Dudley. He had since had to leave the public house and was now living with a friend at the BRITISH
QUEEN INN, Coseley. His friend had now received notice to leave the BRITISH QUEEN, and when he did so the defendant
would have nowhere to go. He required the house for the occupation of himself, his wife, and their two sons.

There was no difficulty about alternative accommodation, said Mr. Green, for although the tenant carried on a small business,

the question of alternative accommodation did not take into consideration any business premises. They had only to provide
alternative accommodation reasonably suitable to the means and needs of the tenant. Should the Bench not be satisfied with the
alternative accommodation there was another way in which the case could be dealt with. His client was willing to have only one
bedroom in the house, and to allow Bennett to live in the rest of it. They would be satisfied if they could get only one room in the
house.

Applicant was then called and said that he had arranged for alternative accommodation at the Munition Hutments, Dudley, which
was about two miles from Parkes Hall Road.

Cross-examined by Mr. J. R. Stockdale, who appeared for the defence, witness admitted living in the house for 38 years. He car-
ried on a business, and apart from that if he had a bedroom at the house, in order to use it he would have to pass through Bennett’s
bedroom.

Mrs. Annie Thompson, 311, Munition Houses, Dudley said that she was prepared to sub-let a bed-sitting room to Bennett, to do
his washing and to look after him for 6s a week.

Mr. Stockdale submitted that there was no reasonable alternative accommodation. Bennett, who was 77 years of age, had lived in
the house for 38 years. He carried on a business and apart from that he was only in receipt of the old age pension of 10s per week.
That business was the only work he could do and if he was turned out he would have to rely upon the generosity of his friends.
He submitted that the alternative accommodation did not allow the same security of tenure as Bennett was at present enjoying.
The Bench decided to make no order.”

Staffordshire Advertiser 21/5/1938

“Sixteen applications, granted earlier in the year by the local justices, remained to be dealt with when an adjourned meeting of the
Staffordshire County Licensing Confirmation Committee was held at the Shirehall, Stafford, on Tuesday.....

An application by Harry Griffiths for a seven-day license to sell intoxicating liquor at the BRITISH QUEEN INN, Coseley, in
place of the present six-day license, was opposed on behalf of the Commissioners of Excise and Inland Revenue, on the ground
that the monopoly value of £1,500 fixed by the local justices was not sufficient.



Mr. E. E. Brown, for Griffiths, said within a quarter of a mile radius there was no other house. The inn catered for a large number
of people, and on Sundays they hung around outside, unable to obtain the refreshments they wanted. A new housing estate was
being developed in the vicinity.

Mr. Wilson addressed the justices on behalf of the Commissioners and called as witness Thomas Wollaston, surveyor, Wolver-
hampton, who expressed that the premises had a monopoly value of not less than £2,000.

The committee confirmed the application, and fixed the monopoly value at the Bench’s figure of £1,500.”

Evening Despatch 12/4/1940
“Four Midland Men Aggregate. 150 Years as Licensees. 100 Years as Councillors.

Black Country licensed victuallers have always taken their full responsibility in municipal administration, and particularly is this
true in the area round Dudley.

Tipton, Sedgley, and Coseley Councils are ‘fathered’ by ‘mine hosts’ and the last named authority has another member of the trade
with a long record of pubic usefulness.

The four are: Ald. W. J. W. George, of the JOLLY BREWER INN, Burnt Tree, Tipton; Councillor George Mills, C.C., of the
SWAN INN, Sedgley; Councillor J. Grange, of the APPLE TREE INN, Coseley; and Councillor H. Griffiths, of the QUEENS
HEAD INN, Woodsetton.

Their aggregated service to the community exceeds a hundred years, and as licensed victuallers they total nearly a hundred and
fifty years.

Ald. George had held the license of the JOLLY BREWER for just 50 years, and has continuously served on Tipton Council for 41
years.

Councillor Mills has taken out 39 licenses, and his membership of Sedgley Council covers an unbroken period of 26 years, and
Councillors Grange and Griffiths, who have been licensees for more that 25 years, have between them nearly 40 years service on
Coseley Council.

Many years ago the first three named were the chairmen of the respective councils during the same year.

These interesting facts were revealed to the Evening Despatch reporter by Ald. George, who is shortly retiring from business.....”

It came under the jurisdiction of Dudley in 1954.

It was renovated in 1985 at a cost of £65,000.

It closed in 2010.

Dudley News 4/1/2011

“Arsonists set fire to a derelict Woodsetton pub last night. Crews from Dudley and Tipton were called to the BRITISH QUEEN
pub on Parkes Hall Road at around 7.22pm, as flames swept through the first floor living room area of the two storey building.

Approximately 30 per cent of the first floor was destroyed by fire. Fire fighters used four breathing apparatus, two hose reels, one
jet and a ventilation fan to tackle the blaze, which is being treated as arson.”

It was converted into housing in 2012.

BROOK

29, (9), Bourne Street, (Brook Street), (9, (21), Brook Road), WOODSETTON

OWNERS

James T Bourne, solicitor, Dudley

Clara Turley

William Willetts

Wolverhampton and Dudley Breweries Ltd.
Black and White Pub Co. [2006] until May 2008
Richmond Hill Brewery [2023]

LICENSEES

James Turley [1835] —[1842]
John Turley []-1851);

John Hughes (1851 —[1861]
James Turley [1864] —1889);
Arthur Turley (1889 —1909);



Mrs. Clara Turley (1909 — 1914);
Charles Roger Turley (1914 —1929);
William Willetts (1929 — /1940]
Constance Malpass (m. Thomas) [1950s]
Wilf Workman (1962 — 1978);
Jacqueline Blewitt (1978 —[1984]

Chris Hill [1988]

Jackie Blakeway [2002]

Kirsty Matthews (2017 —[ |

Fiona Tennant (2022 —[2023]

NOTES

21, Brook Road [1871]

9, Brook Road [1891]

9, Bourne Street [1901], /1932]
Brook Street [1940]

BROOK HOUSE. [1835], [1841], [1847], [1851]

1841 Census

Woodsetton - BROOK HOUSE

[1] James Turley (57), victualler, born Staffordshire;
[2] Elizabeth Turley (42), born Staffordshire;
[3] John Turley (21), born Staffordshire;

[4] Hannah Turley (20), born Staffordshire;
[5] Eliza Turley (16), born Staffordshire;

[6] Sarah Turley (13), born Staffordshire;

[7] William Turley (12), born Staffordshire;
[8] Joseph Turley (10), born Staffordshire;
[9] George Turley (9), born Staffordshire;
[10] Phoeby Turley (6), born Staffordshire;
[11] Martha Turley (3), born Staffordshire:

Wolverhampton Chronicle 6/1/1847
“Coroner’s Inquests.....

At the BROOK HOUSE, Coseley, on the body of Sarah Fellows, a girl about 14 years old who died in consequence of severe
burns received about five weeks ago. Verdict, Accidental Death.”

1851 Census

Coseley

[1] John Turley (47), victualler, born Sedgley;

[2] Elizabeth Turley (37), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] James Turley (14), son, scholar, born Sedgley;

[4] John Turley (13), son, scholar, born Sedgley;

[5] Sarah Turley (8), daughter, scholar, born Sedgley;
[6] Thomas Turley (4), son, born Sedgley;

[7] Elizabeth Turley (6 months), daughter, born Sedgley;
[8] Sarah Davies (41), nurse, born Sedgley;

[9] Hannah Smith (16), house servant, born Sedgley;
[10] James Overton (10), servant, labourer, born Sedgley:

Wolverhampton Chronicle 30/4/1851
“At a Special Sessions of County Justices for transferring victuallers’ licenses......

the executors of the late John Turley, deceased, of BROOK INN, Woodsetton, Sedgley, to John Hughes, brickmaker.”

John Hughes married Sarah Turley in the 4" quarter of 1849.

Birmingham Daily Post 26/4/1860 - Advert
“Lost, the Writings of Three Freehold Houses, situated at Coppice, Coseley. Whoever has found them, and will bring them to

John Hughes, BROOK INN, Wood Setton, Coseley, shall receive £2 reward.”

1861 Census



Woodsetton — BROOK INN

[1] John Hughes (35), fire brick maker and publican, born Sedgley;

[2] Sarah Hughes (35), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] Thomas Hughes (13), son, born Sedgley;

[4] Carmie Hughes (10), son, born Sedgley;

[5] Sarah M. Hughes (7), daughter, scholar, born Sedgley;

[6] Henrietta H. Hughes (5), daughter, scholar, born Sedgley;

[7] James A. Hughes (4), son, born Sedgley;

[8] Julia A. Hughes (2), daughter, born Sedgley;

[9] Isaac Hughes (1), son, born Sedgley;

[10] Joseph Turley (29), unmarried, brother in law, labourer, born Sedgley;
[11] George Turley (28), brother in law, unmarried, labourer, born Sedgley;
[12] Phoebe E. Turley (26), unmarried, house servant, born Sedgley;

[13] Levinia Turley (18), sister in law, unmarried, born Sedgley:

Bells Life in  ondon and Sporting Chronicle 21/4/1866

“Quoits. The match for £10 a side, between Messrs. W. Hampton and 1. Gill, of Dudley, who are matched to play on May 7, at
Mr. Turley’s, the BROOK, Coseley, 120 up, Harrison receiving 20 chalks, distance 21 yards, clay ends, is going on. The next
deposit for the same is to be made at Mr. Challingsworth’s (the stakeholder), BULLS HEAD, Hall Street, Dudley, this evening.”

Bells Life in I ondon and Sporting Chronicle 19/5/1866

“Quoits. J. Guy and J. Hampton. These men met on Monday last at the BROOK at Coseley to play a match, for £10 a side, clay
ends, 21 yards, Guy giving Hampton 20 chalks out of 120. The match ended in favour of Hampton, who beat his opponent by 44
chalks. Betting 5 to 4 on Hampton.”

Aris’s Birmingham Gazette 25/7/1868 - Advert
“Freehold Mineral Estate, near Coppice, Coseley, in the parish of Sedgley.

To Ironmasters, Coalmasters, and Other Capitalists.
Messrs. Powell and Son will Sell by Auction, at the BROOK INN, Woodsetton, Sedgley, on Wednesday, the 12 day of August,
1868.....”

1871 Census

21, Brook Road

[1] James Turley (39), victualler, born Sedgley;

[2] Ann Turley (39), wife, household, born Sedgley;
[3] Annie Turley (11), daughter, scholar, born Sedgley;
[4] Jane Brown (15), general servant, born Sedgley:

Birmingham Daily Post 21/4/1877 - Married
“On the 10" inst, at Christ Church, Coseley (by the Rev. Slater, Vicar), George Frederick, second son of Frederick Green, mu-

sicseller, Dudley and Walsall, to Annie, only daughter of James Turley, the BROOK, Woodsetton.”

Dudley Herald 12/7/1879 - Advert

“Friday, July 25th 1879. Important Sale of Freehold and Copyhold Properties at Coseley and Upper Ettingshall, in the parish of
Sedgley.

Mr. Thomas Richards, will Sell by Auction (by direction of the Trustees, under the Will of Mr. Joseph Turley, deceased), at the
house of Mr. James Turley, the BROOK INN, Woodsetton.....”

1881 Census

BROOK INN

[1] James Turley (49), innkeeper, born Sedgley;

[2] Ann Turley (49), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] Arthur Turley (22), son, clerk in timber trade, born Sedgley;
[4] Elizabeth Millard (27), domestic servant, born Sedgley:

Ally Sloper’s Half Holiday 16/8/1890

“Twenty Watches Given Away Every Week to Purchasers of Ally Sloper’s Half Holiday.....

The list for this week will close on Tuesday evening next, August 19", The list for August 9" will be published in the Half Holi-
day for August 23",

210" Week. The following Twenty Applicants have been given ‘Sloper’ Watches.....

Arthur Turley, Licensed Victualler, BROOK INN, Woodsetton. Age 32 years. Subscriber since December 1885.....”

Birmingham Daily Gazette 19/1/1891 - Advert
“Lost, Gold Scarf Pin, onyx stone, gold star centre; supposed in New Street, or upper box, Theatre Royal. Finder 5s reward.



Turley, BROOK INN, Woodsetton, Dudley.”

1891 Census

9, Brook Road — BROOK INN

[1] Arthur Turley (32), licensed victualler, born Woodsetton;

[2] Clara Turley (35), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] Charles Roger Turley (7), son, born Woodsetton;

[4] Arthur Leonard Turley (6), son, born Deepfields;

[5] Dorothy Turley (3), daughter, born Deepfields;

[6] Robert Turley (1 month), son, born Woodsetton;

[7] Sarah Smith (56), visitor, living on her own means, born Coseley;
[8] Louise Meredith (17), general servant, born Upper Gornal:

Black Country Bugle

‘Dog Fight Wrangle at Woodsetton Pub’

“Coseley reader, Mr. A. Hyde, recalls an incident ..... In the old days the BROOK INN, Woodsetton, nestled in a very pleasant
scene indeed, with a brook running across farmland from the rear of the premises — through the pub’s garden — via the street tunnel
and then winding its way over the fields and meadowland that then fronted the building.

Charley Turley, landlord and licensee for many years ..... The inn was frequented by pitmen, moulders, millmen and skilled
artisans; a clay pipe smoking, twist chewing, hard working, tough crowd, conversing jovially as they thirsted for 7urley’s wum-
brewed.”

Black Country Bugle

Letter from Connie Thomas, Cannock

“I am an ex-licensee, and I wonder who can remember the days of the tatters and the Sunday morning horse market, and the horse
dealing. The money that changed hands was phenomenal, and there were always horses in the paddock at the rear of the pub .....
Then there was old Joe Turley, who brewed his own beer, when it was a home brewed house. On a Friday, he wouldn’t allow the
miners more than one pint of beer, until they had been home and turned up their wages. It was said that his beer was so strong,
no-one had more than three pints per night.....”

1901 Census

9, Bourne Street

[1] Arthur Turley (42), licensed victualler, born Sedgley;

[2] Clara Turley (45), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] Charles R. Turley (17), son, hardware apprentice, born Sedgley;

[4] Arthur L. Turley (16), son, cabinet maker’s apprentice, born Sedgley;
[5] Dorothy Turley (13), daughter, born Sedgley;

[6] Robert Turley (10), son, born Sedgley;

[7] Anne Webb (23), general servant, born Sedgley:

1911 Census

Woodsetton — BROOK

[1] Clara Turley (55), widow, licensed victualler, born Coseley;

[2] Charles Roger Turley (27), son, maltster’s traveller, born Coseley;
[3] Arthur Leonard Turley (26), son, assisting in business, born Coseley;
[4] Dorothy Turley (22), daughter, assisting in business, born Coseley;
[5] Robert Turley (20), son, assisting in business, born Coseley;

[6] Annie Webb (22), general servant, born Coseley:

Charles Turley brewed his own beer.

Birmingham Daily Gazette 6/9/1939
“Second-lieutenant D. C. L. Shepherd, son of the Archdeacon of Dudley (the Ven. A. P. Shepherd, DD), who joins the 268" Bat-

tery, R.A., for active service to-day, was married yesterday at Dudley Parish Church to Miss Elsie Doreen Willetts, only daughter
of Mr. William Willetts, licensee of the BROOK INN, Woodsetton, Coseley.”

1939 Register
Brook Road — BROOK INN

[1] William Willetts, date of birth 23/12/1885, brewer and licensed victualler, married;
[2] Ann (Ann Wilinson) Willetts, dob 27/8/1883, unpaid domestic duties, married;
[3] Elsie S. (Shepherd) Slade, dob 1/3/1915, secretary to principal of Dudley Training College and ARP supervisor(?), married:

William Willetts brewed his own beer.



Jacqueline Blewitt was the daughter of Wilf Workman.

It was renovated in 1987 at a cost of £180,000.
It reopened in 1988

[2015]

Closed [2016]
It reopened on the 4" March, 2016.

[2018]

Express and Star 9/8/2023

“A Black Country councillor has called on residents to make their voices heard after a plans to convert a pub into flats were sub-
mitted. Five flats have been proposed for the BROOK INN on Bourne Street, Woodsetton, a pub which dates back to 1835 and
run by the Tully family for nearly 100 years. Under the application by Joshid Ahmed, three one-bed, a two-bed and a three-bed
homes are proposed, with a two-storey rear extension replacing the existing extension also included in the plans submitted to Dud-
ley Council. Explaining the proposal, the applicant said, ‘The proposed conversion of the public house to residential apartments is
due to the lack of demand for its current use.’

Reasons given include a change in working patterns since the pandemic, higher running costs, competition from supermarkets.
The application also notes, ‘The younger generations of the local adult population now have readily available alternative means of
social communication and socializing, thus reducing the need to attend public houses to meet and communicate with their friend-
ship groups,’ and ‘changing social trends, including greater respect for drink driving law and increased consciousness over health.’
14 parking spaces are included in the plans, which the applicant says will be ‘unlikely an increase on-street parking demand within
the area,” while cycle racks are proposed too.

The application concludes, ‘Due to current trends socially and economically, with higher cost of beverages and fewer punters, the
business, trading as BROOK INN public house, is no longer a viable one. The forecasts for the future will follow the same trend,
due to the changes mentioned above and hence the owners feel it is the right time to close off the business and convert the build-
ing into a more viable use. The conversion to residential apartments is very attractive due to the current demands for good quality
housing, and will help plug the shortfall within the Borough and nationwide in general.””

Express & Star 15/8/2023

“The licensee of an at-risk pub has spoken of her shock at finding it has been put up for sale and claimed a lack of support from
the brewery which owns it. Fiona Tennant said she was astonished to find out that the BROOK INN in Woodsetton had been

put up for a planning application to convert it into flats without her prior knowledge. Ms. Tennant has been licensee of the pub
since December last year and said she had done what she could to make the pub a welcoming place for people to come to and, she
claimed, without any support from owners Richmond Hill Brewery. She said, ‘I feel I have had no support from Richmond Hill
in the time I have been here, and as a tenant, I know I have to fix things, but for example, my boiler broke in March and so I have
been without hot water since then. I think I’ve done the best I can to bring people in, with live entertainment and the fact we have
a beautiful garden for families to sit in.’

She said the first she had heard of the application was when a customer had sent her screen shots of the planning application and
said she suspected it was the brewery that had made the application. She said, ‘I couldn’t believe it when I saw it as no one had
told me and I sent over the screen shots to Richmond and asked them what this was, to which they said they were going down

the route of coming out of pubs, so, to my knowledge, they made the application. They hadn’t even told me anything and [ was
shocked when I found out as I would have hoped they’d have had the decency to tell me.’

Ms. Tennant said the customers were united in wanting to keep the pub, although she said she couldn’t see a future for it under
the current owners. She said, ‘All of my customers and even those who aren’t regulars, they’re all behind wanting to save the pub
and [ think it would be a shame for it to be turned into flats. Sadly, I don’t see much of a future for the pub under Richmond Hill.’
Richmond Hill Brewery have been contacted for a comment.”

BROWN LION

SEDGLEY

OWNERS

LICENSEES

Thomas L Pemberton [ ] - 1866);
Stephen Golby (1866 —[ ]



NOTES

BULL AND BUTCHER

39, Vale Street, (142, Park Street), Ruiton, UPPER GORNAL

OWNERS

Benjamin Marsh
Daniel Marsh
Joseph Davies, Wheelwrights Arms, Netherton

LICENSEES

Daniel Marsh Snr. [1845] — [1854]
Daniel Marsh [1860] which one?
Daniel ‘Dan’ Marsh Jnr. [1865] — 1906);
Edward Dunn (1906);

William Naylor (1906 — 1909);
Solomon Cooksey (1909 —1910);
Thomas Fox (1910 —1911);

Samuel Flavell (1911 —1913):

NOTES

1+2, Park Street [1871]
39, Vale Street [1901], [1911]

BULL [1854]

It had an ante *69 beerhouse (6 days) license.

Tokens were issued from here.

Daniel Marsh Snr. was also a butcher. [1845], [1849], [1850], [1851], [1854]

1851 Census

Ruiton

[1] Daniel Marsh (48), butcher and victualler, born Sedgley;
[2] Hannah Marsh (47), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] Hannah Marsh (16), daughter, born Sedgley;

[4] Benjamin Marsh (4), son, born Sedgley:

Wolverhampton Chronicle 27/10/1858 - Advert
“Sale of Freehold Property at Ruiton, near Sedgley.

John Mason will Sell by Auction, on Tuesday, the 9* day of November, 1858, at the house of Mr. Daniel Marsh, known as

the BULL AND BUTCHER, in Ruiton aforesaid, at six o’clock in the evening (subject to conditions then to be read), all that
well-erected Messuage or Dwelling House, together with two well-built Tenements and a capital Windmill, adjoining thereto, and
also that piece or parcel of Land on which the said buildings are erected, and containing by admeasurement 1% acres, situate at
Ruiton aforesaid, and now in the occupation of Mr. Paul Thompson and his Tenants.

For further particulars apply to Mr. Thompson, on the premises; Mr. Waterhouse, Solicitor, Bilston; or the Auctioneer, Willenhall.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 23/4/1862 - Deaths
“On the 19" inst, Mr. Daniel Marsh, of Upper Gornal, very much respected and deeply regretted by his family and friends.”

Birmingham Daily Gazette 9/7/1863
“The Ruiton Hill Lodge held their anniversary feast on Monday, July 6", at the BULL AND BUTCHER INN, Gornal, when



upwards of 120 members walked in procession to the parish church, Sedgley, headed by the Gornal Saxhorn Band. The Vicar
preached a very impressive sermon from the 18" chapter of Luke, 14" verse. The funds are in a very prosperous condition. In the
last years the society accumulated the sum of £38 8s 5d. The total capital of the society is £550 9s 11d.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 31/8/1864 - Notice
“All Persons having any Claim upon the Estate of the late Mr. Daniel Marsh, also the late Mrs. Hannah Marsh, both of the BULL

AND BUTCHER INN, Ruiton, in the parish of Sedgley, are requested to send in their accounts to either Mr. Dan Marsh, of the
same place, or to the Executors, Mr. Theophilus Tinsley, of Wolverhampton Street, Dudley, and Mr. William Smith, of Russell’s
Hall, Sedgley, near Dudley; all persons indebted thereto are respectfully requested to pay the amount of their accounts to the same
parties at their earliest convenience, in order to facilitate the winding-up of the estate.

Signed Theophilus Tinsley, William Smith, Executors.

August 1864.”

Daniel Marsh was also a butcher. [1865]

Wolverhampton Chronicle 22/4/1868
“On Monday an inquiry was held at the BULL AND BUTCHER INN, Upper Gornal, before Mr. Phillips, deputy coroner, into the

cause of death of Samuel Edwards, aged 15. It appears that the deceased was working on the 15" inst. at Mr. Alfred Colbourn’s
brick-yard, at Woodsetton, and when near where the clay was being ground a wheel broke, knocked him down, and crushed him
badly, from which he died the next day. Verdict, Accidental Death.”

Staffordshire Advertiser 25/7/1868

“Staffordshire Summer Assizes.....

John Abbiss, 25, hawker, was charged with unlawfully wounding John Hickman at Sedgley, on the 20" inst. Mr. Young appeared
for the prosecution, and Mr. Griffiths for the defence.

The offence was committed in the course of a squabble outside the BULL AND BUTCHER public-house, Sedgley, the wound
inflicted was not of a serious character. It was contended by the defence that it was received accidentally, but the jury found the
prisoner guilty, and he was sentenced to one months’ imprisonment.”

Daniel Marsh Jnr. was also a butcher. [1869], [1870], [1892]

Dudley Herald 9/1/1869

“Daniel Marsh, publican, was charged with permitting disorderly conduct in his house, the BULL AND BUTCHER INN, Ruiton,
Upper Gornal, on the 14™ ult ..... no cohesive evidence was elicitated, and the case was dismissed.

Daniel Marsh was also charged with gambling at the same house and at the same time ..... James Hickman deposed that on the
night of the 14" ult, two men named Levi Harper and John Guest, bowled for a leg of mutton and a gallon of ale, at the house of
the defendant. He could not swear, while the bowling was going on, that Daniel Marsh was present, but he was sure his brother
Benjamin was. Benjamin Marsh took part in the management, and seemed to be a sort of partner. He could not tell how many
men were present at the bowling, but the number was nearer twenty than two. — Laughter.

The stakes were found by ten men, five a side. Witness was one of them and he gave the first 6d to Benjamin Marsh, and a shil-
ling afterwards to someone else.

John Hickman was then called and stated that he was present, but took no part in the proceedings. He saw no money staked, but
he heard they were playing for a leg of mutton and that John Guest had lost. Jeavon Nicholls deposed after the bowling for the
leg of mutton was over, he played with five other men for checks, which were sold to them by John Marsh, also a brother of the
defendant. They were supplied with ale from the checks ..... the Bench fined defendant £1.”

Aris’s Birmingham Gazette 28/8/1869
“The annual licensing meeting for the Bilston division took place yesterday, at the Police Court.....

The following is the list of the licensed victuallers who have been fined during the year.
Allowing Gambling ..... Dan. Marsh, BULL AND BUTCHER, Upper Gornal, £5 and costs.....
The licenses of the following publicans were suspended until the adjourned licensing meeting.....
Dan Marsh, BULL AND BUTCHER, Sedgley.”

Daniel Marsh was fined 20s and costs for allowing drunkenness in July 1870.

Aris’s Birmingham Gazette 27/8/1870
“The annual sessions for the renewal of existing and the granting of new licenses to licensed victuallers and beersellers in Bilston

and Sedgley, was held yesterday at the Police Court, Bilston.....

All the applications for renewal of licenses were granted except the following, who had been fined for various offences during the
year, and whose applications for renewal were adjourned until the adjourned licensing day, November 30 ..... Licensed Victual-
lers.....

Daniel Marsh, BULL AND BUTCHER, Gornal.”

Aris’s Birmingham Gazette 1/10/1870



“Bilston. The adjourned licensing sessions took place yesterday, at the Police Court.....

The magistrates stated that they had agreed to grant all the licenses which were suspended at the adjourned licensing day, with the
exception of the three following: Daniel Jones, TRAVELLERS REST, Lower Gornal; Daniel Marsh, BULL AND BUTCHER,
Ruerton [sic]; and Elisha Marsh, of the BELL, Lower Gornal.

Mr. H. Best appeared for Daniel Marsh, and asked the magistrates to reconsider their decision, on the ground that the property
belonged to his client, and he had a very large stock upon it. The magistrates consulted, and said they had no reason to alter their
decision. In answer to an application to grant the house an out-door license, so that Mr. Marsh might sell off his stock, they said
they could not because proper notices had not been given. Mr. Hall, magistrates’ clerk, said the Bench had the power to adjourn
the meeting so that proper notices might be given; and they agreed to do so.”

Daniel Marsh was granted an off-license in November 1870.

1871 Census

1+2, Park Street

[1] Dan Marsh (34), unmarried, butcher and public house keeper, born Sedgley;
[2] Benjamin Marsh (24), brother, butcher, born Sedgley;

[3] Hannah Marsh (44), sister, housekeeper, born Sedgley;

[4] Hannah Marsh (14), niece, cook, born Sedgley:

Birmingham Daily Post 26/8/1871
“Bilston Annual Licensing Session.....

Mr. Stokes, solicitor, of Dudley, applied for a renewal of the ale license for a house at Kinton [sic], Gornal, belonging to Daniel
Marsh. It appears that the license for selling ale upon the premises had been withdrawn about twelve months ago, on account of
some irregularity, and Mr. Stokes now requested that it might be regranted. He pointed out that the third subsection of the first
section of the new Act of Parliament, which referred to houses that would be a convenience to the public, gave the Magistrates
power to recommend the applications to the Secretary of State for his approval, also in cases where a refusal would cause injury
to persons. Mr. Stokes maintained that the Act of Parliament was framed for the purpose of protecting mortgagees or large land
owners of property, who frequently took to public houses on account of the value being enhanced by the license; and as a matter
of course, if the license were withdrawn, the value of the property would be greatly deteriorated. Further, that in cases where the
applicant had laid out large sums of money upon the property before the passing of the new Act of Parliament, the Magistrates
had the power of granting a license. Mr. Stokes presented a memorial, signed by influential residents in the neighbourhood, also a
petition from a club that had been formerly held at the house, praying for the renewal. He could give sufficient guarantee as to the
future respectability of the house. The Magistrates objected to the application on the ground that the license had been taken away
and not suspended, and that the Act of Parliament gave them no power to renew a license unless it could be shown that by refusing
to do so they would be occasioning inconvenience or injury to the public. Dr. Ballenden, of Sedgley, subsequently attended, and
gave testimony in the applicant’s behalf, but the Bench did not find sufficient cause to alter their determination.”

Staffordshire Advertiser 5/10/1872
“Adjourned Licensing Day.....
Mr. Stokes applied on behalf of Daniel Marsh, of Upper Gornal, for a license to sell ale off the premises. Refused.”

Birmingham Daily Post 30/8/1873
“Yesterday the annual licensing meeting for Bilston and the neighbourhood was held in the Petty Sessions Court.....

The proceedings opened by Chief Superintendent McCrea presenting his annual ‘black list.” In doing so he remarked that it only
indicated eleven offenders, whilst a twelvemonth ago there were twenty-nine. This comparison, he considered, was the clearest
substantiation of the beneficial operation of the recent Licensing Act.....

Applications were then considered.....

Mr. J. Underhill (instructed by Messrs. Gold and Ellcock) solicited a six days beerhouse license for Mr. Marsh, for the BULL
AND BUTCHER INN, Vale Street, Ruaton [sic], near Sedgley ..... Granted.”

Birmingham Daily Post 28/8/1875
“Yesterday, there was an annual Licensing meeting for the Bilston Petty Sessional Division, at the local Police Court.....

Applications were the made for new licenses. Mr. Gould (Stourbridge), sought for a six days’ license to sell wine and spirits, to be
consumed on the premises of Mr. Daniel Marsh, of the BULL AND BUTCHER beerhouse, Ruiton, situate in a populous neigh-
bourhood, at the junction of three roads, on the main road from Lower Gornal to Gornal Wood. For many years the house had
been old-licensed, but the license had been revoked because of two convictions. The premises were still to be sufficiently rated,
possessed a club room, and with good stabling. The police proved that the applicant had managed his house without complaint
during the last eighteen months.”

Dudley Herald 10/1/1880

“On Monday last, Mr. Dan Marsh gave his annual supper to relatives and friends. An excellent repast was provided, to which
about sixty-three did ample justice. Mr. Wassel occupied the chair. The usual loyal and patriotic toasts having been duly hu-
moured, the remainder of the evening was spent in conviviality. Songs, recitations, &c, followed in quick succession, each one
present endeavouring, to the best of his ability, to make the evening as enjoyable as possible. The South Staffordshire brass band




was in attendance, and contributed largely to the enjoyment of the evening, by rendering several national and popular airs in its
accustomed good style. Altogether a very enjoyable evening was spent and the company dispersed with mutual good wishes for
the prosperity and happiness of the new year.”

Dudley and District News 21/2/1880

“On Tuesday night Mr. W. H. Phillips held an inquest at the BULL AND BUTCHER, Vale View, Ruiton, relative to the death

of Joseph Law (26), manager at Messrs. Tindsley’s nail warehouse, who died suddenly on Friday last. Dr. Ballenden stated that
death had arisen from apoplexy.

The Coroner: Not from violence of any kind? — Witness: In consequence of the rumours prevalent I made a most minute exam-
ination of the stomach, and found it healthy and empty.

The Coroner said it was most astonishing that such a healthy-looking young man should have met with such a death. A juryman
said the deceased was the healthiest-looking young man in the parish of Sedgley. The jury returned a verdict in accordance with
the medical evidence. Much interest was taken in the proceedings.”

1881 Census

Vale Street - BULL AND BUTCHER INN

[1] Daniel Marsh (42), widower, butcher, born Sedgley;
[2] Benjamin Marsh (34), brother, butcher, born Sedgley;
[3] Hannah Marsh (54), sister, born Sedgley;

[4] William Stanley (21), butcher, born Sedgley;

[5] Sarah J. Marsh (19), general servant, born Sedgley:

1891 Census

Vale Street

[1] Dan Marsh (52), butcher, born Ruiton;

[2] Emily Marsh (37), wife, born Ruiton;

[3] Daniel Marsh (5), son, born Ruiton;

[4] Hannah Marsh (65), sister, born Ruiton;

[5] Eliza Burrows (27), domestic servant, born Lower Gornal:

1901 Census

39, Vale Street - BULL AND BUTCHER INN

[1] Dan Marsh (64), beer seller and butcher, born Sedgley;
[2] Emily Marsh (50), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] Daniel Marsh (16), son, butcher, born Sedgley;

[4] Charles Henry Guest (20), nephew, butcher, born Sedgley;
[5] Esther Guest (11), niece, born Sedgley;

[6] Mary Russell (21), domestic servant, born Sedgley:

Tipton Herald 7/3/1903

“Sedgley Licensing Sessions ..... BULL AND BUTCHER, Upper Gornal.

Objection was raised on the grounds that the license was not required; difficult of police supervision.
Superintendent Walters said the work had been done to his satisfaction, and he withdrew the objection.
The license was renewed.”

Birmingham Daily Gazette 6/10/1903
“Dan Marsh, jun., residing at Ruiton, the son of a licensed victualler, was charged at the Sedgley Police Court yesterday after-

noon, before Mr. Neville (Stipendiary), on six summonses with unlawfully taking and detaining valuable homing pigeons belong-
ing to pigeon-fanciers at Lancaster, Burton-on-Trent, Nuneaton, Cradley, Northumberland, and Perry Barr.

Mr. J. S. Sharpe, who prosecuted on behalf of the National Homing Pigeon Union, stated it was a test case, and was really the first
of its kind instituted by the union. Recently a large number of birds had been missed after flying over Sedgley and district, and
the defendant being suspected by Mr. Harrison of being in the habit of ‘taking’ pigeons, a search warrant was obtained, and when
defendant’s premises were searched upwards of fifty valuable pigeons with rings on their legs and numbers on their wings were
discovered by Mr. Harrison. Defendant said his pigeons were frequently caught, and he should catch as many as he could. Sever-
al of the pigeons had been identified by the owners. There was no doubt when the pigeons flew over the district tired after flying a
long journey they were enticed down on the defendant’s premises, and the union were most desirous that such a very objectionable
practice should be stopped.

Evidence in support of the prosecution having been given, Mr. W. A. Foster, who defended, urged that the defendant had not been
proved to have broken the law excepting that he had not advertised the birds.

The Stipendiary held that the defendant had acted unlawfully, and said it was important that the obnoxious system which defen-
dant has adopted should he put down. He ordered defendant to pay £11 1s 6d, including costs.

Six other summonses charging defendant with larceny were, on the application of Mr. Foster, dismissed.”

Dudley Herald 15/2/1908




.....one of the oldest beerhouses in the district ..... ante ’69.....”

1911 Census

39, Vale Street - BULL AND BUTCHER INN

[1] Thomas Fox (49), manager, born Walsall;

[2] Gertrude A. Fox (52), wife, married 22 years, born Dublin;

[3] Thomas Fox (17), son, bricklayer’s labourer, born Lower Gornal;
[4] Mary Ann Fox (15), daughter, born Lower Gornal:

Samuel Flavell, beer retailer, Ruiton. [7912]

Staffordshire Sentinel 7/6/1913

“The Licensing (Consolidation) Act, 1910. Notice of Principal Meeting. County of Stafford.

Notice Is Hereby Given, that the Principal Meeting to be held pursuant to the Licensing Rules, 1901, by the Compensation Au-
thority for the above Area, will be held at the Shirehall, Stafford, at 10-45 o’clock am on Thursday, the 24™ day of July, 1913.
And Notice Is Hereby Also Given, that the Compensation Authority will at the Meeting be prepared to hear, with reference to the
Renewal of the Licenses of the several Premises specified in the subjoined list, all those Persons to whom under the Licensing
(Consolidation) Act, 1910, they are bound to give an opportunity of being heard.....

List of Licensed Premises.....

BULL AND BUTCHER, Upper Gornal. Beerhouse, ante 1869 (six days). Licensee, Samuel Flavell.”

License refused by Compensation Authority on 24™ July 1913.

Staffordshire Advertiser 26/7/1913

“The principal meeting of the Staffordshire Licensing Compensation Authority was held at the Shirehall, Stafford, on Thurs-
day.....

Seven houses were scheduled in Bilston division.....

BULL AND BUTCHER, Upper Gornal, ante 1869 beerhouse.....

Renewal was formally applied for and refused.”

Staffordshire Advertiser 16/8/1913 - Notice

“The Licensing (Consolidation) Act, 1910. County Of Stafford.

Notice Is Hereby Given, that the Compensation Authority for the above area, having decided at their Principal Meeting, held on
the 24" day of July, 1913, to Refuse the Renewal of the Licenses of the Premises specified below, all Persons Claiming to be In-
terested in the said Premises for the purpose of the Payment of Compensation under the said Act (other than the Licensee and the
Registered Owner of the said Premises) are required to send to the Compensation Authority Notice of their Claims before the 7
day of September, 1913, for the purpose of enabling the Compensation Authority to ascertain in manner provided by the Licensing
Rules, 1910, the Persons entitled to Compensation under the said Act, in respect of the said Premises.....

BULL AND BUTCHER, Upper Gornal, Sedgley. Beerhouse ante 1869 (six days). Licencee, Samuel Flavell. Registered Owner,
Joseph Davies.”

Compensation of £520 was paid on 24" December 1913.
Lichfield Mercury 9/1/1914

“The annual report of the County Licensing Committee ..... fixed the following amounts.....
BULL AND BUTCHER, Upper Gornal, Sedgley, £520.”

It closed.
Demolished

BULLS HEAD

37, (39), Webb Street, Deepfields, (Mount Pleasant), COSELEY

OWNERS

Benjamin Jones
James Cahill, Heath Town, Wolverhampton
W. Butler and Co. Ltd.



LICENSEES

Benjamin Webb [1828] — [1830]

John Whitehouse [1833]

Benjamin Webb [1835] - /1850]
Hannah Webb [ ] - 1847);

William Webb (1847 — [1862]
Benjamin Jones [1864] —1874);
Henry Jakeman (1874 —1884);

Eli Jones (1884 —1890);

Sarah Ann (Jones) Salt (1890 — 1900);
Thomas Salt [1896] ?

Thomas Salt (1900 — 1905);

William Clark [1905] ?

Arthur Gilhard Cartwright (1905 —1913);
James Turley (1913 —1915);

James Jackson (1915 —1923);

George Emmerson (1923 — 1926):

NOTES

Mount Pleasant [1851], [1861], [1865]
39, Webb Street [1871], [1881], [1891], [1911]
37, Webb Street [1901]

John Whitehouse, victualler, BULLS HEAD, Mount Pleasant, Fullard’s End. [1833]

Aris’s Birmingham Gazette 31/8/1835 - Advert
“To be Sold by Private Treaty, all that well-established Inn, called the BULLS HEAD, consisting of parlour, kitchens, club-room

of large dimensions, convenient lodging rooms, brewhouse, spacious cellarage, with a stable, yard, suitable outbuildings, and all
other requisite conveniences thereto attached, situate at Mount Pleasant, near the New Church, Coseley, and now in the occupation
of Mr. Benjamin Webb.

And also all that excellent Messuage adjoining the above, comprising two front parlours, large kitchen, suitable lodging-rooms,
brewhouse, garden ground, and premises thereto belonging, and now in the occupation of Mr. Adam Webb.

The above premise as are freehold of Inheritance, most substantially built, and delightfully situated on an eminence, commanding
an extensive view of the surrounding country, and are well supplied with water.

Mr. Adam Webb, the Proprietor, will shew the property, and to treat for the same and for other particulars apply at the offices of
Messrs. Robinson and Fletcher, Solicitors, Dudley.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 19/7/1837 - Advert

“To The Electors Of The Borough Of Wolverhampton.....

Any communication in favour of Mr. Benbow and Captain Burton’s election will be thankfully received at the following places
and houses where the gentlemen conducting their election sit daily.....

Sedgley, the COURT HOUSE and SWAN; Sedgley Lowerside, the BULLS HEAD, Deepfields.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 9/10/1839 - Advert
“Conservative Festival, Sedgley.

The Members of the Sedgley Operative Conservative Association intend to celebrate the formation of this Society by dining to-
gether in the Sunday School Rooms, Sedgley, on Monday, the 28" October, 1839.

Samuel Stone Briscoe, Esq, in the Chair.

Tickets, 2s 6d each, may be procured till Friday, the 25" of October, at the Bar of the COURT HOUSE, Sedgley, and the BULLS
HEAD INN, Coseley.

Dinner on the table precisely at two o’clock.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 14/12/1841
“Inquisition before T. M. Phillips, Esq.....

On Thursday last at the BULLS HEAD, Deepfields, in the parish of Sedgley, on the body of Jane Welch, an aged female, subject
to attacks of asthma, who expired suddenly, at an early hour in the morning, having gone to bed in better health than usual. Mr.
Kettle, surgeon, was called to give evidence in this case. Verdict, Died by the Visitation of God.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 8/6/1842 - Advert
“To be Let, and may be entered upon immediately, A Genteel House, near Coseley new Church, comprising two front parlours,

entrance hall, butler’s pantry, kitchen, brewhouse, &c. with an excellent garden at the back.



For particulars apply to Mr. B. Webb, BULLS HEAD INN, Coseley.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 20/8/1843 - Advert
“Freehold And Leasehold Buildings, at Deepfields and Princes End, in the parish of Sedgley, in the county of Stafford.

To Be Sold By Auction, by Richard Corbett, by direction of the devisee of the trust for sale under the will of the late Mr. William
Green, mine agent, late of Deepfields. aforesaid deceased, on Friday, the 1* day of September, 1843, at the house of Mr. Benjamin
Webb, the BULLS HEAD INN, Deepfields aforesaid, at five o’clock in the afternoon, subject to conditions then to be read.....”

Benjamin Webb was also a coalmaster. [1845]

Wolverhampton Chronicle 11/11/1846 - Advert
“Old Licensed Public House, called the BULLS HEAD, at Coseley.

To be Let or Sold, with immediate possession, all that old-established, well know, and extensive Public House, called or known
by the name of the BULLS HEAD, situate at Coseley, in the occupation of the proprietor, Mr. Benjamin Webb, who is leaving on
account of ill-health.

The House consists to three taprooms, bar, pantry, parlour, large club room, three chambers, and extensive cellars, capable of stor-
ing upwards of 30,000 gallons of ale.

The detached offices include a well-arranged brewhouse, cooking kitchen, store room, stable, and other appurtenances, with an
excellent garden.

The premises are plentifully supplied with hard and soft water, and well calculated to carry on, in addition to the retail, an exten-
sive wholesale trade or brewery, being situated in very populous neighbourhood, and within a short distance of the canal.

Also together with the above premises, a very convenient Dwelling House adjoining the said premises, consisting of two parlours,
kitchen, four chambers, cellar, detached brewhouse, garden, &c.

The stock of ale, spirits, fixtures, and plant to be taken at a fair valuation.

For terms of letting apply to Messrs Walker, Page, and Loveridge, agents, Snowhill, Wolverhampton. For price of premises, and
further particulars, apply to them, or Messrs. Robinson and Fletcher, solicitors, Dudley.

Wolverhampton, Nov 10, 1846.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 14/4/1847
“At a special sessions for the transfer of victualler’s licenses, held at the Police Office, in this town, on Friday last, before H. Hill,

Esq. and Joseph Tarratt, Esq. the following business was transacted.....
The license hitherto held by Hannah Webb, of the Deepfield, in the parish of Sedgley, was transferred to her son, William
Webb.....”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 12/5/1847
“An inquest was held on Monday last, before T. M. Phillips, Esq, coroner, at the BULLS HEAD, Coseley, on the body of Eliza-

beth Smith between four and five years old. The child was playing with a little boy at hopscotch, when the boy pushed her, and
she fell beneath one of the wheels of a waggon which was passing at the time. The deceased died the next day. Verdict, Acciden-
tal Death.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 27/2/1850
“On Friday last an inquest was held at the BULLS HEAD, Deepfields, near Coseley, before T. M. Phillips, Esq, coroner, on the

body of Mary Ann Clark, nine days old, daughter of Mary Clark, a single woman, living in Mamble Square. The child had been
buried on Sunday week in Coseley church-yard, but had been disinterred by order of the coroner, in consequence of reports that
the child had come by its death through unfair means. Rebecca Clark, who attended Mary Clark in her confinement, stated that
the child appeared to be full grown, but was not healthy from its birth to its death, which took place on that day week. She was
called to the house where Mary Clark lived about three o’clock on Friday morning, and saw the deceased in her grandmother’s
arms in bed, where deceased’s mother was also sleeping. She took the deceased from her, and found that she was dead. She did
not observe any bruises or marks of violence on the child’s body. Previously to her confinement the mother of deceased invariably
denied being in the family way. She (witness) did not believe that the child had anything of an injurious nature given to her except
a little peppermint, and not more than one teaspoonful altogether. The inquiry was adjourned to afford time for a post mortem
examination.”

Staffordshire Advertiser 7/12/1850
“On Wednesday last an inquest was held before T. M. Phillips, Esq, at the BULLS HEAD INN, Deepfields, upon the body of Wil-

liam Taylor, aged 76 years, who was drowned by falling into the canal, near Coseley, on the night of the 30" ult. Verdict Acciden-
tal Death.”

1851 Census

Mount Pleasant

[1] William Webb (27), victualler, born Sedgley;
[2] Charlotte Webb (27), wife, born Sedgley;
[3] William Webb (6), son, born Sedgley;

[4] Benjamin Webb (4), son, born Sedgley;



[5] Hannah Webb (2), daughter, born Sedgley:

Birmingham Journal 31/12/1853
“On Tuesday, William Russell, Kirus Russell, and Justus Evans, were fined by the sitting Magistrate, the first two 5s and costs, and

the last-named 5s and costs, for cruelty to a favourite cat, belonging to Mrs. Charlotte Webb, of the BULLS HEAD INN, Coseley.”

Aris’s Birmingham Gazette 6/6/1859 - Advert
“In Chancery. Rolinson v. Hill And Others.

Important And Peremptory Sale By Auction of Foundry & Fitting-Up Shops, Machinery and Other Effects, at Coseley, near Bil-
ston, in the county of Stafford.

To be Sold by Auction, with the approbations of the Vice-chancellor, Sir John Stuart, the Judge to whose Court the above men-
tioned Cause is attached, pursuant to an order of the said Court for that purpose, bearing the date the 2™ day of March, 1859, by
John Mason (the person appointed by the Court for that purpose), Tomorrow (Tuesday) the 7t day of June, at the BULLS HEAD
INN, Coseley aforesaid, at four o’clock in the afternoon, subject to conditions then to be read.

Lot I. The Union Engine Foundry and Fitting-Up Shop, at Coseley aforesaid.....”

Birmingham Daily Post 22/11/1859
“Scarcely has the excitement caused by the late case of manslaughter subsided than a painful interest had been awakened as to

the circumstances attending the death of a man named Thomas Eastop, residing at a back house near the Darkhouse Chapel, and
which was said to have been the result of a blow given by a woman with whom he cohabited. Eastop was a very sensible man,
and was a recognised Mormonite, the principles of which sect he tried to disseminate by lending the ‘Book of Mormon,’ &c. The
particulars of the affair will be found detailed in the evidence of the witnesses examined yesterday, at the house of Mr. William
Webb, the BULLS HEAD INN, Mount Pleasant, before Mr. Phillips, Coroner, and a respectable body of jurors. John Hopwood, a
sinker, living next door to the deceased, deposed: The deceased was about sixty-nine years of age, and was a carpenter. On Satur-
day evening last, between eight and nine o’clock, I was in my own house, when I heard the sound of quarrelling in Eastop’s house.
I then heard some scuffling, and the woman cried out ‘Murder.” I heard the man say, as I stood at the door (which was before the
cry of murder), “You drunken old ——, I will kill you.” I am sure it was Eastop’s voice. She replied, ‘Well, you do it,” twice or
three times. Iheard a ‘scuffle’ in the house, and then behind the door. I went in, and found they were behind the door, both stand-
ing up; he had got her against the wall holding her two arms. When they saw me they ceased quarrelling. She seemed if she had
had liquor. I put my arm round his neck and waist to draw him away from her, and I had no difficulty in doing it. I said, ‘Why,
Thomas, what is the matter,” and as he turned his head to look at me she struck him with a hand brush. He made no attempt to get
after her after I laid hold of him. It was when I was drawing him away that she struck him. There was a bit of fire in the house,
but no candle lighted. She picked the brush off the table and struck him on the left side of the head. He immediately let fall his
head on my breast. She only struck him once, and did not attempt to strike him again. He did not speak after, but groaned twice.
My wife and mother came in at that time. When I got him between my knees, partly on the ground, the woman ran to the well for
some water and placed it on his face. Isaid, ‘It is no good; he is dying.” She said, ‘Oh, it is only one of his passions,’ but he died
in a few minutes afterwards. He did not appear to have had any ale. I had often heard them quarrelling, and they appeared as bad
as the other. They have no children, but he had two children by another woman. Rodha (the woman) had come into our house
about ten minutes before, and said she had been at Bilston. She was rather ‘fond of her beer,” and was then in liquor. I have heard
them threaten each other at different times.

Ann Hopwood, mother of the last witness, and May Hopwood, his wife, corroborated his evidence. Both stated that Rhoda said,
‘I intended to have struck him but I did not.” The last witness said her husband told her the blow caught his arm. It was a usual
affair for them to be falling out; the quarrels were almost nightly.

A Juryman: Did you ever see him run round the garden, after her with an axe? — Witness: No.

A few minutes before the quarrel Rhoda was in our house, and Eastop came to the door, and asked her, in a pleasant manner, ‘Are
you coming?’ She went out laughing, and said, ‘Have you lost me, my dear?’

Elizabeth Jones, wife of William Jones, a labourer, said she went into the deceased’s house about a quarter past eight, when he was
dead. She had heard Rhoda cry out ‘murder’ before. Witness laid out the body and washed him, but saw no marks at all on him.
Had heard Rhoda cry out ‘murder’ many a time, and took no notice of it, for she would cry out before she was hurt.

The enquiry was then adjourned for a post mortem examination.”

[At the adjourned inquest a verdict of Manslaughter was returned against the woman ‘Rhoda’.]

Wolverhampton Chronicle 13/6/1860
“A painful affair came to light last week at Coseley, which has occasioned considerable excitement in the neighbourhood, and has

resulted in the committal of a respectable young girl, only eighteen years of age, named Sarah Ann Tyer, daughter of Mr. Thomas
Tyer, of Mount Pleasant, Coseley, to take her trial for wilful murder of her newly-born infant child. Mr. Tyer was formerly man-
ager of Deepfields ironworks, but is now, we are informed, without a situation. The circumstances of the case are that early on
Monday morning a woman went to a petty at the back of the BULLS HEAD INN, and observing considerable traces of blood on
the floor her suspicions were aroused, and subsequently, about ten o’clock, on searching among the nightsoil, she found the body
of a full-grown female child. Information was given to the police, and upon inquiry it was ascertained, and in fact admitted by
the unfortunate girl Sarah Ann Tyer, that she had that morning been delivered of a child in the closet. As her indisposition would
not permit her removal, she was kept under surveillance at her father’s home. On the following day an inquest was opened at the
BULLS HEAD INN, Coseley, before T. M. Phillips, Esq, coroner, and after eliciting facts as to the finding of the body the inquest
was adjourned until Monday morning last at ten o’clock, for the purpose of obtaining a post mortem examination.....”



[At the adjourned inquest the jury returned a verdict of Wilful Murder. Sarah Ann Tyer appeared at the Stafford Assiz-
es on 19" July 1860, and was acquitted.]

1861 Census

Mount Pleasant

[1] William Webb (37), victualler, born Sedgley;

[2] Charlotte Webb (37), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] William Webb (15), son, roal turner, born Sedgley;
[4] Harriet Webb (10), daughter, scholar, born Sedgley;
[5] Louisa Webb (6), daughter, scholar, born Sedgley;
[6] Emmalo Webb (3), daughter, scholar, born Sedgley;
[7] Charles Kerry Webb (1), son, born Sedgley:

e

London Daily News 11/4/1861

“Yesterday afternoon an inquest was held at the BULLS HEAD INN, Coseley, before Mr. W. H. Phillips, deputy coroner for the
Wolverhampton district, on the body of an aged man, named Walter Piper, a boatman, who had died near to that house the day
before from injuries he had received from highwaymen. Deceased was a single man, and lodged with George Wooton, a shoe-
maker. He left home on the morning of March 25, saying he was going with a boat for his master to Birchills, near Walsall. His
master was Samuel Willcox of Dark House Lane. Deceased was accustomed to go to Bilston market, about one mile away, every
Monday evening. On the evening of the 25" March, at about nine o’clock, witness heard that the deceased had been injured

and robbed. He found him in the house of a neighbour, bleeding from a severe wound in the forehead. The skull was driven in.
Witness took him home and sent for a surgeon, who came and attended the deceased till his death. Before he became insensi-

ble he said he was coming through the Blue Button Leasowe, a field not far from his lodgings, when two men sprang out of the
hedge close by the pathway, one of whom clutched him by the throat, and the other dragged him out of the footpath, and under the
hedge, where they rifled his pockets of a brass tobacco-tin containing 3s 6d, and a bag containing 11b of bacon, 11b of cheese, two
loaves of bread, and some meat. He was a very quiet man, and witness never knew him to quarrel with anyone. His friends lived
at Hagley.

Thomas Jones, a miner, in whose house deceased was found by the last witness, deposed that on the night of the robbery he saw
the deceased in Bilston, carrying a bag which apparently contained his marketings. About three-quarters of a hour afterwards, he
was entering the Blue Button Leasowe, he met a man dressed in dark clothing, and running past him ‘as swift as a dart,” and carry-
ing something under his arm. Immediately afterwards a second man came running up, saying, ‘Where is he? Oh, there he is; I see
him.” Having said this he continued running in the direction in which the first man had gone, although there was not light enough
for him to see him. Witness could not identify the men again. About 40 yards further up he came up with the deceased, laying

on his face on the grass, and moving his hand on the ground. He was insensible, and his hat was lying near to him. By his hat he
knew who he was, and said, ‘Halloo Walter, is that you? Have those two fellows been robbing you?’ He lifted him up and then he
became sensible, and said, ‘They have robbed me of my marketings. I did not see anything of them till one of them took hold of
me by the throat. I can’t tell where they have come from.” Witness was sympathising with him when deceased said, ‘Don’t make
a bother about it, keep it quiet.” The blood was flowing from a wound in the forehead, and covering his face, and he would insist
on going down to the canal to wash it off. Witness allowed him; but if he (witness) had not held him by his ‘frock’ as he did so,
he would have fallen into the water. On getting to his (witness’s) house he sent for the previous witness, and tried to staunch the
blood, but could not.

Police-superintendent M’Crea, of Bilston, deposed that he heard of the circumstance for the first time on Friday, the 29% ult. On
that day the Rev. H. S. Fletcher, a magistrate, and the assistant magistrates’ clerk, took the deceased’s deposition by his bedside,
the deceased being under the conviction that he should not recover. He was, however, quite sensible. Witness produced the depo-
sition, which was taken in his presence. The testimony of the deceased in his deposition was fully corroborated of the conversa-
tion deposed with him by the other witnesses. In addition to the property spoke to, the dying man mentioned two receipts for pew
rent paid to the managers of a neighbouring chapel, and a basin and a plate.

At about six o’clock the inquest was adjourned for a fortnight, the coroner remarking that a verdict of Wilful Murder would have
to be returned.”

Birmingham Daily Post 9/5/1861
“The Dark House Lane Murder.

We are requested to state that the Chief Constable of the county (Colonel Hogg) has made an application to the Secretary of State,
the result of which a reward of £100 is now offered for the apprehension and conviction of the person who robbed and fatally
assaulted Walter Piper on the 25" March last.”

Staffordshire Advertiser 4/1/1862

“This morning at eight o’clock, David Brandrick was executed for the murder of Mr. John Baggott, at Bilston, on the morning

of the 29" September last, the execution of the sentences against his two associates, William Jones (or Mulligan) and William
Maddocks, having been respited by Sir George Grey, the Secretary of State for the Home Office Department, contrary to the
expectations not only of the public, who have watched every step in the progress of the case with intense interest, but even of the
prisoner’s immediate friends.....

The selection the Government made in choosing him [Brandrick] for execution he attributed to the suspicion entertained that he
was the murderer of Walter Piper, who, it will be remembered, was robbed and left injured in the fields near Bilston some months



before the murder of Mr. Baggott. Of this crime he solemnly declared his innocence.....”

Birmingham Daily Post 17/1/1866 - Advert
“Wanted, a steady Practical Maltster, to wet fourteen quarters. Wages 26s per week. No ale. Must produce a good character from

last employer.
Apply to Benjamin Jones, BULLS HEAD, Deepfields, near Bilston, Staffordshire.”

Birmingham Daily Post 24/5/1870 - Advert
“Staffordshire. Valuable Freehold Properties, Tipton, Foxyards, and Coseley.

To be Sold By Auction, by Mr. John Bent, at the home of Mr. Benjamin Mellor, WAGGON AND HORSES INN, Tipton, To-Mor-
row (Wednesday), May 25, at Six o’clock in the evening, subject to conditions to be then read, the following properties, by order
of the Mortgagees.....

Lot 3. All that old-established Public House and Premises, called the BULLS HEAD INN, situated at Mount Pleasant, Cose-

ley, leading to Deepfields. The Premises comprise an excellent Bar, Smoke Room, large Tap Room, Kitchen, Club Room, three
Chambers, three good Cellars, Brewhouse and Malt Room over, four-horse Stable, Coal Shed, Piggeries, and other Out-buildings,
with an excellent soft-water Cistern, and right of road into Buckwell Lane, and now in the occupation of Mr. Jones, at the low
rent of £28; also all that compact and newly-erected Dwelling House, situated at the back of lot 3, late in the occupation of Mr. R.
Williams. The Premises comprise front Parlour, Sitting Room, two Chambers, Cellar, Brewhouse, Coal-house, Piggery, and other
Out-buildings, with an excellent Well of Water, producing an annual rent of £7 10s.....”

1871 Census

39, Webb Street

[1] Benjamin Jones (49), licensed victualler, born Sedgley;
[2] Ruth Jones (49), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] Kate Jones (16), daughter, born Sedgley;

[4] Benjamin Jones (11), son, scholar, born Sedgley;

[5] Sarah Ann Allen (18), domestic servant, born Tipton:

Staffordshire Advertiser 6/9/1873

“An inquest was held at the BULLS HEAD INN, Coseley, on Thursday evening, on the body of Samuel Baggaley, aged 18, col-
lier. He was on the previous evening with other lads in the pit of Messrs S. W. Smith and Co. In an interval of labour the youths
were amusing themselves with seeing who could penetrate with a pick a block of wood most deeply. The first to make trial was
Thomas Cartwright, who missed the mark, and the pick striking deceased, who stood by, passed through his neck, inflicting a
frightful wound, of which he died in half-an-hour.”

1881 Census

39, Webb Street

[1] Henry Jakeman (35), licensed victualler, born Princes End;

[2] Mary Ann Jakeman (31), wife, born Lower Gornal;

[3] Phoebe Horton Jakeman (10), daughter, scholar, born Coseley;
[4] Emily Patent (?) (18), domestic servant, born Wolverhampton:

Eli Jones died on 9™ May 1890.

Birmingham Daily Post 10/9/1890
“Mr. W. H. Phillips (district coroner) held an inquest at the BULLS HEAD INN, Webb Street, on the body of William Ball (64),

miner, who was killed by a fall of coal at the Rookery Colliery. Owing to the deceased neglecting to use sprags and cogs in a
working a fall of coal occurred, and he was instantaneously killed.

Mr. W. B. Scott, the Government inspector of coal mines, held that Mr. Baylis, the manager of the colliery, was guilty of a con-
travention of the Coal Mines Regulation Act in not making an inspection of the working places at proper intervals, and he should
deem it his duty to lay a complaint before the Home Secretary. A verdict of Accidental Death was returned.”

Sarah Ann Jones married Thomas Salt on 25 December 1890.

1891 Census

39, Webb Street — BULLS HEAD INN

[1] Thomas Salt (27), licensed victualler, born Great Bridge;
[2] Sarah A. Salt (40), wife, born Bilston;

[3] Sarah Jones (14) niece, barmaid, born Sedgley;

[4] Betsy Ball (19), domestic servant, born Wolverhampton:

Thomas Salt issued tokens from here.

1901 Census



37, Webb Street — BULLS HEAD

[1] Thomas Salt (37), widower, licensed victualler and brewer, born Tipton;
[2] Louisa Ball (42), visitor, widow, born London;

[3] Frederick Ball (16), visitor, born Birmingham;

[4] Caroline Ball (14), visitor, born Birmingham;

[5] Alice Scott (19), servant, born London;

[6] Lizzie Machin (17), boarder, born Walsall:

Tipton Herald 24/10/1903

“On Thursday morning Mr. T. A. Stokes (coroner) held an inquest at the BULLS HEAD INN, Darkhouse Lane, Coseley, touching
the death of William Fowler (53), 6, Webb Street, Coseley, who committed suicide on Tuesday morning by hanging himself in his
bedroom.

Phoebe Ann Fowler, widow of deceased, stated that her husband was an engine driver. He had been confined to the house for
nearly four years locomotor ataxy. He was only able to get about the house by taking hold of the furniture. On Tuesday morning
she left him in bed when she got up to prepare the breakfast. He was then quite cheerful. Before she got up, he said, ‘God bless
you; it troubles me to see the children so bad off for clothes and boots.” She asked him if he was going to get up, and he said he
would dress and follow her down. That was the last time she saw him alive, as she went to the next door at 9.10 to wash. Shortly
after she left the house the little boy went upstairs and called deceased. About half an hour later she was informed of what had
taken place. There were six children. They were dependant on the out-relief from the parish, and 2s 6d per week from a sick club.
She earned 2s 3d a week by washing. The rope (produced) was purchased a week ago to lengthen the clothes line. The piece
produced, with which deceased hanged himself was thrown into the bottom of a cupboard. She did not see deceased take the rope
upstairs the previous night.

By PS Shaffery: The cupboard in which the rope was kept was close to where he sat.

By the Coroner: She could not say where the rope was secreted during the night.

Sarah Ann Meachin, 5, Webb Street, Coseley, stated that about 9.30am on Tuesday morning she was called out of the house by
deceased’s daughter. She said that the little boy, Edwin Fowler, had been upstairs and found his father against the door asleep. He
had slapped his hands, but he would not speak. The girl called, ‘Papa, papa’ but there was no answer, and witness went upstairs.
She found deceased reared up against the door. She saw the rope round his neck, and thrown over the door to the knob of the door
on the other side. Deceased was on the landing side of the door, as though he was coming down. She cut the deceased down.
There was a chair near the door, which deceased had apparently sat on to tie the rope on the knob of the door.

The jury returned a verdict of Suicide during Temporary Insanity.”

Tipton Herald 22/5/1909

“At the BULLS HEAD INN, Webb Street, Coseley, an inquest was held on Tuesday evening by Mr. T. Allan Stokes, concern-

ing the death of Nellie Raybould (5 years and 10 months), whose parents live at 24, Foundry Street. The child died suddenly on
Friday.

Elizabeth Raybould, the mother, stated that on Thursday last Nellie complained of a headache, and witness gave her a pink pow-
der. Such powders, she said, had always seemed to do her children good. This made the child vomit, and she seemed so much
better afterwards that when she got up on Friday morning she asked to be allowed to go to school. She would not have any break-
fast, however, so witness kept her at home, and in the afternoon she again complained of sickness. Shortly after three o’clock the
child seemed to ‘go queer’ and witness called in a neighbour, who expressed the opinion that the child was in a fit. Dr. Clendinnen
was sent for, but death took place shortly after five o’clock.

The Coroner called attention to some marks on the child’s arm, which the witness said were burns done by a neighbour’s child
with a spoon whilst making some toffee on the 1" April. She dressed these wounds, but the children at school pulled off the dress-
ings and made fun of the child, because they said she had her arm in a sling.

Dr. Clendinnen said when he visited the child on Friday afternoon he found her in a condition of tetany, a contraction of the hands
and feet peculiar to lockjaw. He had never known deaths to be caused by tetany, although instances were recorded. As a rule the
patients recovered, as he believed the child would do, and he was surprised when they told him in the evening death had taken
place. He could give the jury no other opinion of the cause of death than the child’s tetanic condition, which had no doubt been
set up by some organic disorder. He supposed a post mortem would only reveal a small trace of pneumonia or something of the
kind.

The Coroner asked whether the doctor thought the wounds on the arm had anything to do with death.

In reply the witness said that something might have got into the wounds and so set up the tetanic condition of the child.

Summing up, the Coroner said the case was a most complicated one, but he did not think a post mortem would carry them any
farther. There was no certain reason to suspect that the condition of the child was brought about by the insignificant scalds.

The jury came to the conclusion that death was probably due to a fit, and returned a verdict of Natural Causes.”

1911 Census

39, Webb Street - BULLS HEAD INN

[1] Arthur G. Cartwright (39), licensed victualler, born Sedgley;

[2] Elizabeth Cartwright (38), wife, married 12 years, housewife, born Sedgley;
[3] Elizabeth Cartwright (10), daughter, school, born Coseley;

[4] Catherine Cartwright (8), daughter, school, born Coseley;

[5] Sarah Cartwright (6), daughter, school, born Coseley;



[6] Lily Cartwright (2), daughter, born Coseley:

The license was surrendered.
It closed on 9" April 1926.

BULLS HEAD

404, (71), Himley Road, Gornal Wood, LOWER GORNAL

OWNERS

Edward Francis Guest

Wolverhampton and Dudley Breweries Ltd.

Little Pub Co. (leased 2009 —2010)
Wolverhampton and Dudley Breweries Ltd. [2010]
The Kerriman Pub Company Ltd. [2013]

Mick Enright [2014]

LICENSEES

James Hughes [1835] — 1859);

Mrs. Hannah Hughes (1859 — 1862);
Miss Emily Hughes (1862 —1863);
Edward Perry (1863 —[ ]

William Edwin Perry [1864]

Levi Harper [1868]

William Edwin Perry [1870]

George Guest [1871]

Edward Francis Guest [ ] - 1873);
Samuel Chrimes (1873 — 1883);
Henry Barlow (1883 — 1884);
Joshua Hickman (1884 — 1886);
Emmanuel Bradley Jnr. (1886 — 1893);
John Turner (1893 — 1894);

William Parrish (1894 — 1895);
William Thomas Marsh (1895 — 1898);
Joseph Ward (1898 — 1906);

Daniel Hickman (1906 — 1907);
John Marsh (1907);

Richard James (1907 —1912);
Joseph Ward (1912 - 1917);
William Howard Smith (1917 —1918);
Noah Terry (1918 —1922);

Rowland Job Foster (1922 —1923);
Seth Robinson Jones (1923 — 1925);
Joseph Ward (1925 - 1935);

Robert Dudley Ward (1935 — 1943);
Edward Joseph Ward (1943 — 1987);
Sidney Hale (1987 —[]

Lesley Bates [1999]

Margaret West [2005]

Ian Butts (20101 ]

Richard Smith (2010 —[] manager
Deana Rowley [2010] manager
Mike Enright [2013]

NOTES

71, Himley Road [1871], /1873], [1881], [1891], [1901]



404, Himley Road
Tokens were issued from here bearing ‘Wolverhampton and Dudley Breweries Ltd.’

Wolverhampton Chronicle 9/9/1840

“An adjourned meeting of Magistrates was held on Friday at the Public Office, for the purpose of considering the applications for
public house licenses, and new licenses were granted to the following applicants.....

James Hughes, Gornal Wood, Sedgley.”

Aris’s Birmingham Gazette 30/5/1842 - Advert
“Valuable Copyhold Dwelling Houses And Land, at Gornal Wood, in the parish of Sedgley.

To be Sold by Auction, by Danks and Rhodes, on Thursday next, the 2" day of June, by direction of the Mortgagee under a power
of sale, at the house of Mr. James Hughes, the BULLS HEAD INN, at Gornal Wood, in the parish of Sedgley, at five o’clock in
the afternoon, in the following or such other lots as shall be agreed on by the Vendor at the time of sale, subject to conditions as
shall be then produced.....

3. All that well-accustomed Messuage or Dwelling House, used as a Beer Shop, and known by the sign of the RED LION, now in
the occupation of Edward Guest; and also two other Messuages or Dwelling Houses adjoining thereto, in the several occupations
of Samuel Dean and Henry Fisher, together with the Shop, Gardens and Premises thereto respectively belonging, including the site
of the buildings.....”

Staffordshire Advertiser 1/6/1844

“Inquisitions Before T. M. Phillips, Esq, Coroner.....”

On Thursday, at the BULLS HEAD, Gornall Wood, on Ann Smith, child about eight years old, who came to her death in conse-
quence of her and several other children having pulled the shafts of a pit ‘gin,” from which a horse had just been taken, and caused
the bowk attached to the rope filled with water to descend the pit, the weight of which made the ‘gin’ go round with great velocity,
and the shafts struck the child on the head causing a fracture from which she died in a few hours afterwards. Verdict, Accidental
Death.”

James Hughes was the brother of Isaac (brewer).
He was also a butcher. [1845], [1849], [1854]

Wolverhampton Chronicle 12/3/1845
“James Hughes, licensed victualler, of Gornal Wood, was convicted in the penalty of 20s and costs for having had his house open

during divine service on Sunday. There were, it appeared, twenty-three persons in the house at half-past twelve o’clock. The
defendant, it was stated, had kept a public house eleven years without complaint.”

Worcestershire Chronicle 1/11/1848

“Among the other cases was that of John Birch v James Hughes. The plaintiff resides at Stourbridge; and the defendant, who is
a publican and butcher, resides at Gornal Wood. The latter was sued for £12 5s 3d, the balance of an account for malt, &c. The
defendant did not appear when called upon, but the judge made an order for plaintiff for £6 a month.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 22/8/1849
“Another inquest was held before T. M. Phillips, Esq, coroner, on Saturday last, at the BULLS HEAD, Gornall Wood, on the body

of Thomas Cox, about 45 years of age, who was at work with another man in the hollows of coalpit at Shut End, on Wednesday
afternoon, about four o’clock, when a large quantity of clod suddenly fell from the roof of the workings and covered his body. On
the clod being removed from Cox it was found that he had received several cuts on his head, from which injuries he expired at his
own house about half-past nine o’clock the same evening. The jury returned a verdict of Accidental Death.”

AND

“The same evening (Saturday) another inquest was held before Mr. Phillips, at the BULLS HEAD, Gornall Wood, on the body of
John Flavell, 22 years of age, a miner, who was instantaneously killed in a coalpit at Plant’s Colliery, in the parish of Kingswin-
ford, by a large quantity of coal falling upon him, whilst he was loading a skip. Another man helping the deceased to load the skip
when the coal fell had a very narrow escape of his life. The jury returned a verdict of Accidental Death.”

1851 Census

Gornall Wood

[1] James Hughes (50), butcher and victualler, born Sedgley;
[2] Hannah Hughes (46), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] Mary Ann Hughes (20), daughter, born Sedgley;

[4] Sarah Jane Hughes (17), daughter, born Sedgley;

[5] Emily Hughes (14), daughter, born Sedgley;

[6] Alice Hughes (6), daughter, born Sedgley;

[7] Mary Ann Hodgetts (19), house servant, born Sedgley;
[8] John Humphreys (20), house servant, born Sedgley:



Wolverhampton Chronicle 2/5/1855
“On Thursday last, an inquest was held at the BULLS HEAD, Gornal Wood, on the body of W. Oakley, a miner, aged 20 years.

On Monday morning last the deceased and Henry Marsh were ‘holeing’ in a stone pit at the Oak Farm Works, when a large quan-
tity of rock suddenly fell from the side of the workings upon the deceased, knocked him down with violence and killed him on the
spot. A severe blow was afterwards found upon the deceased’s temple. There was plenty of timber in the pit, and on the morning
of the occurrence props had been placed in the spot where the deceased was working. The workings were considered quite safe.
The jury returned a verdict to the effect that deceased received injuries, which caused death, from a fall of rock.”

Worcestershire Chronicle 31/12/1856 - Married
“Dec 20", at Leamington, Mr. Arthur Worrall, architect and surveyor, of Dudley, to Mary Ann, eldest daughter of Mr. James
Hughes, licensed victualler, Himley Road, near Dudley.”

Birmingham Daily Post 20/5/1859 - Died
“On the 17" inst, at the BULLS HEAD INN, Himley Road, Gornal Wood, Sedgley, in the 66" year of his age, Mr. James Hughes.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 21/9/1859 - Advert
“To Wheelwrights, Blacksmiths, Chainmakers, And Others.

To Be Let, commodious Shopping and Yard (with or without Dwelling House), suitable for carrying on either of the above Trades,
and situated in a densely populated Mining District.
Apply to Mrs. Hughes, BULLS HEAD INN, Himley Road, Gornal Wood.”

Mrs. Hannah Hughes was also a butcher. [1860]

1861 Census

Himley Road

[1]1 Hannah Hughes (55), widow, born Sedgley;

[2] Sarah Jane Hughes (21), daughter, born Sedgley;
[3] Alice Hughes (16), daughter, born Sedgley;

[4] Michael Head (22), butcher, born Kidderminster;
[5] Sarah Ann Westwood (17), born Kingswinford:

Wolverhampton Chronicle 8/5/1861
“Lower Gornal, Sedgley. Valuable Freehold Property, with Mines and Minerals.

Mr. Bateman will Sell by Auction, on Wednesday, the 22" day of May, 1861, at six o’clock in the evening, at the house of Mrs. H.
Hughes, the BULLS HEAD INN, Gornal Wood, Sedgley, aforesaid, and subject to conditions then to be produced, the following
valuable Freehold Properties, with Mines and Minerals.....”

Birmingham Daily Post 8/8/1861 - Advert
“To Greengrocers Or Shoemakers.

To be Let, with immediate possession, a House and Premises, suitable for carrying on the above trades. Parties being desirous
of embarking in the same will find this an opportunity rarely to be met with, the premises being situate in a densely populated
district, and no opposition.

Apply to Mrs. Hughes, BULLS HEAD INN, Gornal Wood, near Dudley.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 18/6/1862
“Bilston. At the Police Court, on Friday, the following intermediate transfers were made...

DRUIDS [sic] HEAD, Lower Gornal, Hannah Hughes to her daughter Emily Hughes.”

Birmingham Daily Post 16/10/1862
“At the County Court, on Tuesday, before Rupert Kettle, Esq, Judge, a lengthened enquiry was made into the following case of

interpleader.

An action was entered by Mr. Thomas Gordon Bunch, of Gornal Wood, maltster, against Mrs. Hannah Hughes, formerly of the
BULLS HEAD, at the same place, and upon that action execution had been issued, and certain goods distrained upon and sold.
Mr. William Perry, commission agent, Wolverhampton, now interpleaded, and claimed a sum of £10 3s 6d, alleging that the goods
seized upon and sold under execution were his, and had been purchased by him at a public auction. Mr. Walker, of Wolverhamp-
ton, appeared for the claimant, and Mr. Ebsworth, of Wednesbury appeared for the execution creditor. The case was very compli-
cated, but the following statement will represent the facts briefly.

On the 1% of March, a bill of exchange had been drawn by Mr. Bunch, and accepted by Mrs. Hughes. The bill fell due, was

not met, and action was brought for recovery, and judgement was allowed to go by default. An execution was issued on the 6™
September, but prior to that time the name over the BULLS HEAD INN had been altered from Hannah Hughes to that of Emily
Hughes, her daughter. It was stated, too, by the claimant that a sale took place at the BULLS HEAD on the 31* July, and that he
attended the sale and purchased goods to the value of £46 13s 7d, which sum he duly paid to the auctioneer on the 2™ of August.
It was further stated that the goods were allowed to remain at the BULLS HEAD because the son of the claimant was about to
contract a matrimonial alliance with the ostensible Proprietress of the inn, Miss Emily Hughes. The sale, it appeared, took place



while Mrs. Hughes was in Leamington, and it was her daughter, Emily, who gave instructions respecting the sale to Mr. Gray,
auctioneer.

On the claimant’s son being examined, he stated that his father had lent the money to Miss Emily Hughes, and that he wished the
property sold, in order to secure himself.

This statement did not very well agree with that of the claimant, who said he paid over the money to the auctioneer, who was in no
way concerned in the matter, except in his business capacity, and paid the money, the proceeds of the sale, to Miss Emily Hughes,
a palpable discrepancy was shown. On the part of Miss Hughes, who by the way did not appear, neither did her mother (a fact
alluded to pointedly by Mr. Ebsworth), a claim was set up to the effect that her mother had conveyed the whole of the goods at the
BULLS HEAD to her as a gift, and that they were valued at £98. Such are the facts of this singular case, and a dash of gossiping
interest was imparted to them by an intimation that the projected alliance of Miss Hughes had been broken off in consequence of
the return of a former lover of the young lady.

After hearing Mr. Walker’s explanation of the facts, his Honour said that he need not trouble Mr. Ebsworth to reply. In delivering
judgement he said that the question was, whether the alleged transactions were bona fide or not. He did not think they were. He
considered that the alleged transaction was a fraud, and that the sale by auction was a fraud, and therefore the verdict must be for
the execution creditor. In the course of his remarks, his Honour fully exonerated the auctioneer from blame, as his business was
merely to act according to instructions.”

Birmingham Daily Post 26/3/1863
“We are requested to state that the marriage announced in the Daily Post of the 10" inst, between Miss Hughes, of the BULLS

HEAD, Himley Road, Dudley, and Mr. Thomas Beale, is a fabrication.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 12/8/1868 - Advert
“Gornal Wood. Sale of Valuable Old Licensed Public House And Premises.

Mr. Thomas Lloyd will Offer for Sale by auction, by order of the Mortgagee under a power of sale, upon the Premises, on Thurs-
day, the 20" day of August, 1868, at six o’clock in the evening, and subject to conditions of Sale, the following eligible property.
All that Old-licensed Freehold Public House and Premises, called the BULLS HEAD INN, situate at Gornal Wood, and fronting
the turnpike road leading from Himley to Dudley, comprising Bar, Parlour, Tap Room, large Club Room, Parlour, Cellar, 2 Sta-
bles, Slaughter Houses, Brewhouses, large Yard, excellent Garden, partly walled in; and other appurtenances, in the occupation of
Mr. Levi Harper, at a rental of £48 per annum, contains 1,852 square yards or thereabouts.

The above premises are situate in a populous neighbourhood, and present a desirable opportunity either for occupation of invest-
ment.

For further particulars apply to Mr. Hayes, Solicitor, or to the Auctioneers, both of Wolverhampton.”

Birmingham Daily Post 1/6/1870
“On Monday evening last, an inquest was held at the BULLS HEAD, Gornal Wood, before Mr. Phillips (Coroner), upon the body

of Harriet Perry, about sixteen years of age, who was killed at the brickworks of Messrs. Woodhall and Co. on the previous Friday
afternoon.

George Guesford, the engineer, stated that the deceased came to him in the engine-house, and asked if the clay was ready. He
replied in the negative, and proceeded to the top room of the engine-house, where the deceased followed him, of which, howev-
er, he was not aware. He shortly after heard a cry of ‘Oh, George — Oh, George!” and upon turning round saw that she had been
caught in the machinery. He immediately stopped the engine and assisted in getting the deceased out. She was then quite dead.
It was subsequently discovered that her body had been mangled in a frightful manner. Both arms were pulled from their sockets,
the bowels protruded, the left breast was cut off, and her head fearfully injured. Witness further stated that he had repeatedly
cautioned the girls employed in the brickyard not to enter the top room, and a board had been put up signifying that there was no
admittance. In reply to the coroner, witness said the machinery might be fenced, but that would render it more difficult for him to
work.

Edward Perry, the deceased’s father, said he had inspected the engine-house, and was of opinion that the machinery ought to be
fenced. The notice ‘No admittance’ had been put up since the accident.

The Coroner, in summing up, severely censured the engineer, and the Jury afterwards returned a verdict of Accidental Death.

Mr. Woodhall promised to adopt the recommendation of the Jury, and see that the machinery was securely fenced.”

1871 Census

71, Himley Road — OLD BULLS HEAD INN

[1] George Guest (29), licensed victualler and butcher, born Sedgley;
[2] Hannah Guest (28), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] Albert Edward Guest (7), son, born Sedgley;

[4] Laura Louisa Guest (5), daughter, born Sedgley;

[5] William Henry Guest (3), son, born Sedgley;

[6] George E. Guest (1), son, born Sedgley;

[7] Mary Greenway (19), general servant, born Sedgley:

London Gazette 5/12/1871
“The Bankruptcy Act, 1569. In the County Court of Worcestershire, holden at Dudley.
In the Matter of Proceedings for Liquidation by Arrangement or Composition with Creditors, instituted by George Guest, of Gor-




nal Wood, in the parish of Sedgley, in the county of Stafford, Licensed Victualler and Butcher.

Notice is hereby given, that a First General Meeting of the creditors of the above-named person has been summoned to be held
at the office of Mr. Joseph Stokes, No.1, Priory-street, Dudley, in the county of Worcester, on the 14th day of December, 1871, at
three o’clock in the afternoon precisely.

Dated this 29th day of November, 1871.

Jos. Stokes, 1, Priory-street, Dudley, Attorney, for the said Debtor.”

Birmingham Daily Post 30/12/1871 - Advert
“BULLS HEAD INN, Gornal Wood.

Sale On Tuesday next, January 2, 1872.

To Publicans, Maltsters, Brokers, And Others.

To Be Sold By Auction, by M. John Bent (by order of the Trustees) the whole of the Brewing Plant, Stock, Trade Utensils,
Household Furniture, and Effects; comprising half-tester Bedsteads and Hangings, straw and wool Mattresses, feather and flock
Beds, Bed Linen, Washstand and Dressing Table, Toilet and Chimney Glasses, Chest of Drawers, mahogany Sofa, Windsor
Chairs, Prints and Frames, with the usual Kitchen Requisites, Cross-leg and oblong Drinking Tables, Rail-back Benches, Cups,
Jugs, Glasses, Ale and Spirit Measures, four-pull Beer Machine and Piping, well-seasoned Ale Casks, 14-bushel Mash Tub, pair
of Cooling Vats, Coolers, Tubs, &c; two Pockets of Yearling Worcester Hops, 12 bushels Malt, Stock of Fresh Ale, Licenses, and
other Effects.

Sale to Commence at Eleven o’clock in the morning.”

Dudley Herald 27/5/1876

“A Special Petty Sessions was held on Saturday evening, before F. A. Homer, Esq, when Sophia Young, of Dudley, was charged
with two others not yet in custody, with stealing £32, a pocket book, and knife, the property of Mr. Thomas Jones, recently a vict-
ualler at the Straits, near Sedgley [COTTAGE SPRING] where he still resides.

Mr. Jones gave evidence showing that on the 9™ inst, he was at a public-house at Dudley, and while there he met the prisoner and
another girl, whom he had seen before. They drank and had refreshment at the VINE INN. Subsequently, about 10 at night, after
being some hours together, they all three went in a cab to the BULLS HEAD INN, Gornal Wood, where more drink was obtained,
for which he paid. Thence he, still in company with the girls, proceeded to the Straits in the same cab. In the meantime his fe-
male companions were joined by a man named Dovey, and upon his (prosecutor’s) arrival at the road near to the gate of his house
he received a push from behind, which caused him to fall heavily. While lying on the ground Dovey put his hand into his pocket,
which caused witness to cry out. Dovey now fell heavily upon him, and the prisoner and the other girl placed their hands over
his mouth to prevent him making a noise. He was also held so that he was disabled, and could neither shout nor move. Directly
afterwards all three went away, and he found his money, amounting to about £32, had been stolen from his coat pocket, with his
pocket-book and knife.

Mr. Waldron, who appeared for the defence, elicited that prosecutor was at a brothel the previous day, and that during the day of
the robbery he had been at several public houses drinking. He did not want the girls to go with him, nor had he asked Dovey to
see him safe home.

Joseph Hill, the cabman, stated that about ten o’clock on the night named, four persons, who seemed to be on the spree, came

to engage his cab to go to Gornal Wood. Jones seemed unwilling to go without the girls, and they got into the cab first and he
followed. The second man ran alongside the cab to Gornal Wood, a distance of about two miles and a half, and on reaching the
BULLS HEAD INN, they alighted, where they all had something to drink. On leaving a strange man (not the man who had come
from Dudley) proffered to guide him to Jones’s residence, where they all afterwards went, the strange man riding on the step. At
that place Jones stumbled and was helped up, and subsequently witness drove the women and the man to Bumblehole, Netherton,
one of the females paying him half a sovereign in gold as extra fare, it being then one o’clock in the morning. Witness did not
hear Jones complain of theft when at the Straits, but was away for a few seconds, his horse having moved a short distance onward.
On starting away only the two women were in the cab, but the stranger ran after and caught the cab and went inside.

Mr. Crimes gave evidence to the prisoner being at the BULLS HEAD with another woman, whom he did not know, and Dovey
was also there with the parties concerned. The prisoner was committed for trial at the Assizes.”

[At Stafford Assizes, on 101" March 1876, Sophia Young was found guilty of ‘robbing in company’ and sentenced to
twelve calendar moths’ imprisonment.]

Staffordshire Advertiser 15/7/1876

“Thomas Dovey, labourer of Lower Gornal, was charged with robbing and assaulting Thomas Jones, shoe manufacturer and cattle
dealer, at the Straits, Sedgley. The prosecutor was in Dudley when he met two girls of low repute, and they accompanied him in

a cab to the BULLS HEAD INN, Gornal Wood, where they were joined by the prisoner. Having taken refreshments they drove
on to the prosecutor’s home, and upon prosecutor getting out of the cab, the prisoner knocked him down, and the two women held
prosecutor whilst prisoner put his hand in the prosecutor’s side pocket and took out a bag containing £32. The prisoner afterwards
hastened away in the cab. He was committed to take his trial at the assizes.”

[At Stafford Assizes on 10" March 1876, Thomas Dovey was found guilty of ‘robbery in company’ and sentenced to
two years’ imprisonment.]

Dudley Herald 18/9/1880
“Two cases of swine fever have occurred this week on the premises of Mr. Chrimes, BULLS HEAD INN, Himley Road, Gornal
Wood.”




1881 Census

71, Himley Road — BULLS HEAD

[1] Samuel Chrimes (33), licensed victualler, born Kingswinford;
[2] Ann Chrimes (39), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] Frederick Chrimes (7), son, scholar, born Sedgley;

[4] Walter E. Chrimes (6), son, scholar, born Sedgley;

[5] Emily M. Chrimes (4), daughter, scholar, born Sedgley;

[6] Louisa M. Chrimes (2), daughter, born Sedgley;

[7] Sophia Grainger (17), domestic servant, born Kingswinford:

Dudley and District News 6/1/1883

“Mr. W. H. Phillips (District Coroner) held an inquest on Wednesday night at the BULLS HEAD INN, Gornal Wood, touching the
death of Benjamin William Round (60), grocer of Netherton, who had died from the effects of injuries received on Christmas day.
The evidence showed that on Christmas morning the deceased went to the residence of his son-in-law, Mr. Joel Griffiths, grocer,
Gornal Wood, for the purpose of spending the Christmas holidays with his children. In coming downstairs, he by some means
slipped and fell to the bottom. It was found he had sustained serious injuries to the head and shoulders, from the effects of which
he died on New Year’s day. The jury returned a verdict of Accidental Death.”

Dudley and District News 7/7/1883

“Samuel Chrimes, landlord of the BULLS HEAD INN, Lower Gornal, was charged with assaulting Fanny Daniels, wife of Chas.
Daniels, safe manufacturer, of Lower Gornal. Mr. W. H. Tinsley, of Sedgley, appeared for the complainant, and Mr. Ward, of Dud-
ley, for the defendant.

The complainant stated that on Tuesday afternoon, the 26" ult, she went to defendant’s house for her husband, who had been
drinking there all day. She saw some cards and put them on the fire. When she asked him to go home with her defendant com-
menced using very bad language towards her, upon which she threw a jug at him, but it did not hit him. Defendant afterwards
assaulted her very badly, gave her a black eye, and loosened some of her teeth. Her husband had been away from her thirteen
weeks, and during the greater part of that time had been living at defendant’s house.

In reply to Mr. Ward, she said she thought it would annoy anyone when her husband took Mrs. Chrimes a ride as he had done and
said she would do it again.

Two witnesses were called to disprove that the defendant committed the assault.

At this stage the Bench suggested that the case should be withdrawn, also a summons which had been taken out by the defendant
against complainant for wilful damage and assault. This was agreed to.”

Darlaston Weekly Times 4/4/1885

“Joshua Hickman, of the BULLS HEAD INN, Gornal Wood, was charged with permitting drunkenness.

A police-officer found a man named Collingwood drunk in the house. The landlord was not present.

A fine of 5s and costs was inflicted, and Collingwood was fined 2s 6d and costs for being drunk on the premises.”

County Express 26/7/1890

“Mr. W. H. Phillips (Coroner) held an inquest on Monday, at the BULLS HEAD INN, Himley Road, Gornal Wood, touching the
death of John Phipps (16), horse driver, who died on Friday from injuries received on the 2" inst, by a fall of coal at No.9 Himley
Colliery, belonging to the Earl of Dudley. The jury returned a verdict of Accidental Death.”

1891 Census

71, Himley Road — BULLS HEAD

[1] Emanuel Bradley (28), licensed victualler, born Sedgley;
[2] Elizabeth Bradley (26), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] Isaac Bradley (6), son, born Sedgley;

[4] Elizabeth Brown (19), domestic servant, born Sedgley:

Birmingham Daily Post 22/12/1891
“Yesterday afternoon Mr. W. H. Phillips (coroner) held an inquest at the BULLS HEAD, Gornal Wood, on the body of Enoch

Marsh (14), points turner, Chapel Walk, who was killed on Friday afternoon by being run over by a number of trucks on Lord
Dudley’s private railway between Hunt’s Mill and Pensnett. It was not clear how the lad got under the wheels, as there was no
one near him at the time. The jury returned a verdict of Accidental Death.”

William Parrish was convicted on 11" June 1894 for permitting gaming.

Birmingham Daily Post 6/8/1894
“Birmingham Assizes. Before Mr. Justice Wills.

James Turley, butcher, Sedgley, sought to recover £150 from John Turner, landlord of the BULLS HEAD INN, Gornal, in respect
of damages alleged to have been sustained by the plaintiff through being maliciously prosecuted by the defendant. Mr. Jelf, QC,
and Mr. Parfitt (instructed by Mr. Foster, Wolverhampton) appeared for Turley; and Mr. Harris, QC, (instructed by Mr. Waldron, of



Brierley Hill) represented the defendant.

The prosecution was admitted, but the defendant denied all malice, and alleged that the plaintiff obtained this horse which was the
subject of the dispute by false representation.

According to the plaintiff the horse originally belonged to Thomas Smith, the defendant’s brother-in-law, who sold it to plaintiff’s
brother. The Turleys had lived together with their father, and on December 14 defendant and Smith called upon plaintiff and
borrowed the horse and trap. Smith afterwards told plaintiff that he had sold the horse and trap to the defendant, but that plain-
tiff’s brother went to defendant’s house and drove the horse away, defendant’s man harnessed the animal for him. Subsequently
plaintiff was arrested on defendant’s warrant for stealing the horse, but the magistrates dismissed the case when before them. (The
result of the prosecution was that plaintiff had lost his situation, and remained out of work for six months.)

In his evidence defendant said he bought the horse from Smith and paid £5 for it, and now he had lost both horse and money.
Smith was called, and said the animal was his property, and never belonged to any of the Turley family. He sold it to defendant,
and received money for it in the presence of plaintiff, who knew perfectly well that the horse had been sold, and raised no objec-
tion.

Addressing the jury, Mr. Harris said there was no doubt that his client had been ‘jockeyed.” There had been a false sale, and a
‘swindle by somebody,” and defendant was the victim.

In summing-up, his Lordship said that one incident of the case was almost without parallel in his experience. Until Mr. Harris
got up to make his speech he had no idea it would be contended that the horse was Smith’s. It was an unusual way of conducting
a case. If the jury considered that a serious accusation had been made by persistence, and followed by a bitter onslaught on the
plaintiff’s character, the damages would not be small.

The jury found for the plaintiff with £26 6s damages.

His Lordship observed that the plaintiff’s character had been eventually cleared of all reproach.

The Court then rose.”

Birmingham Daily Post 22/9/1894
“Bankruptcy Proceedings. Re John Turner, New Street, Gornal Wood, butcher, &c.

At the Dudley County Court, yesterday, this debtor was examined. Mr. Martin (from the office of Mr. Waldron) appeared on
behalf of the debtor, and Mr. W. A. Foster, represented Mr. James, a creditor. Debtor’s deficiency is estimated at £314, his liabil-
ities being £325. Debtor stated that he commenced business as a butcher without any capital in New Street, Gornal Wood, seven
years ago, prior to which he worked in a brickyard. In 1892 he found that he was getting into difficulties, and in 1893 he took the
BULLS HEAD INN, Gornal Wood. The in-going valuation was £224, of which amount the sum of £100 he borrowed, and had
not been paid. He continued his business of a butcher up to the time of filing his petition. The takings at the public-house aver-
aged from £10 to £15 per week. The out-going valuation of the public-house was £125, and some of this money he applied to the
discharge of his debts. All the debts referred to in his statement of affairs were incurred since he took the public-house. He filed
his petition in consequence of his inability to meet a judgement against him for over £100, in an action brought against him arising
out of a horse transaction.

Mr. Foster objected to the debtor statement with reference to the latter matter until certain legal formalities had been observed, as
until then he was able to cross-examine on the point.

The Official Receiver, in his observations, stated that, ‘at about the time of disposal of the public-house the bankrupt had charged
one Mr. James Turley of stealing a horse. The police court proceedings ended in the acquittal of Mr. Turley, who subsequently
brought an action against the bankrupt in the High Court for damages, and obtained a verdict, the damages and costs amounting to
£103.” The examination was adjourned.”

Birmingham Daily Post 25/8/1894
“Bilston. The annual licensing sessions for this division were held yesterday....

Notices of opposition had been served on the occupiers of the.....

WHITE CHIMNEYS INN, Gornal Wood; BULLS HEAD, Gornal Wood; WOOD CROSS INN, Coseley; ELEPHANT AND
CASTLE, Bilston; ROYAL OAK, Moxley.....

The licenses of the ROYAL OAK, Moxley, and the WHITE CHIMNEY'S INN, Gornal Wood, were renewed.”

1901 Census

71, Himley Road

[1] Joseph Ward (39), licensed victualler, born Dudley;

[2] Agnes E. Ward (37), wife, born Harts Hill;

[3] Gertrude M. Ward (17), daughter, board school teacher, born Dudley;
[4] Lillie M. Ward (14), daughter, born Dudley;

[5] Ednan J. B. Ward (6), son, born Dudley;

[6] Gladys M. Ward (5), daughter, born Dudley;

[7] Robert D. Ward (5 months), son, born Lower Gornal:

1911 Census

Himley Road — BULLS HEAD INN

[1] Richard James (37), saddler and publican, born Tamworth;
[2] Sarah James (37), wife, married under 1 year, born Darlaston;
[3] Frank James (14), son, house duties, born Sedgley;



[4] Wilfred James (13), son, school, born Sedgley;

[5] John James (10), son, school, born Sedgley;

[6] Richard George James (8), son, school, born Sedgley;
[7] Annie James (3), daughter, born Sedgley:

Rowland Job Foster was the son of Martin Perry Foster of the SPREAD EAGLE, Darlaston.
See also RED LION, Bilston Road, Wolverhampton; EXCHANGE, Wolverhampton; BULLS HEAD, Bilston Street, Wolver-
hampton; and LORD RAGLAN, Wolverhampton.

Bilston & Willenhall Times 20/9/1924
“Mr. Ward, Bradley Terrace, Pensnett, becomes the tenant of the BULLS HEAD, Gornal Wood, on September 29, He has been
in the licensed trade for many years, having been traveler for Messrs. Rutland and Lett, of Dudley.”

Bilston & Willenhall Times 7/11/1925

“A pretty wedding took place in the presence of a large congregation at the Parish Church of St. George, Nailsworth, Glos., last
week, when the contracting parties were Mr. Robert Dudley Ward (second son of Mr. and Mrs. Ward, BULLS HEAD HOTEL,
Gornal), and Miss Gertrude Emily Dee (only daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Dee, Central Hotel, Nailsworth). The bridegroom was
attended by Mr. Ralph Dee, Black Horse Hotel, Tillupts End, Horseley, who acted as best man.....”

Dudley Chronicle 8/9/1927

“Some 12 or 18 months ago it was thought the Sedgley, Upper Gornal and Lower Gornal District Friendly Society Committee
would become defunct owing to lack of funds to enable them to carry on with the good work, but the new president (Councillor
C. A. Pratt, JP) came along, and offered a cup for competition amongst the licensed houses and clubs of the district, the cup to be
held by the inn or club collecting the largest amount of money. The committee at once got to work, and to the surprise of all, the
new president’s move has more than justified itself by the magnificent financial result.

Very keen rivalry has been displayed throughout, more especially with the GREEN DRAGON HOTEL and the WOODMAN INN
boxes respectively, the GREEN DRAGON HOTEL having just come out on top, thus winning the cup for the first time.

It is very gratifying, indeed, in being able to state that the united efforts have raised £112 18s 2d, which has been placed in the
bank, and will, as necessity arises, be allocated to the various institutions.

The Contributions ..... BULLS HEAD INN, Lower Gornal, 2%d.”

[GREEN DRAGON, Upper Gornal, £26 11s 2d and WOODMAN INN, Lower Gornal, £25 2s 10d.]

Cecil Gordon Lodge (No.5477) of the Royal Antediluvian Order of Buffaloes met here. [1935]

1939 Register
Himley Road

[1] Robert Dudley Ward, date of birth 5/10/1900, chief mechanical electrical engineer to road transport company, married;
[2] Gertrude E. Ward, dob 10/12/1899, manageress licensed house, married;

A football team was based here.

Tipton Herald 23/7/1960

“Gornal born Mr. Reginald James, who emigrated to Australia half a century ago, has during the last three years sponsored four
British families who have followed him there and who are now set up in their own homes.

Mr. James was born at the BULLS HEAD, Himley Road, in 1904, when his father was licensee. In 1910 the family went to Aus-
tralia. Now Mr. James is contemplating a trip to England and a visit to his birthplace and looking for a Gornal couple who would
like to emigrate to Australia and need a sponsor.”

Birmingham Daily Post 11/9/1975 - Deaths
“On September 9, at Wordsley Hospital, of Llanaber Street, Kingswinford, Christina Dorothy Ward, fourth and last surviving

daughter of the late Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Ward, BULLS HEAD, Gornal Wood. Funeral on Tuesday, September 16, service at St.
Mary’s Church, Kingswinford, at 12 noon, followed by cremation at Gornal Wood. Family cross only; donations to St. Mary’s
Church Restoration Appeal, c/o The Rev. N. Lewis, The Vicarage, Kingswinford. Enquiries to J. T. Brookes and Co., 68 Mount
Pleasant, Quarry Bank. Tel: Brierley Hill 77098.”

Orion Science Fiction Club was based here. [1999]
It was refurbished in 2005 at a cost of £22,000.

It closed in 2008.

Express & Star 22/1/2009

“Derelict, boarded-up and abandoned pubs are becoming an all-too-common sight in the region. But while many are destined for
the developers, Peter Towler is determined to make sure the BULLS HEAD in Lower Gornal doesn’t bite the bar room dust.




Mr Towler now has a team on site transforming the empty pub in Himley Road into the third in the Black Country to bear the
popular Mad O’Rourke’s trademark name. He hopes the pub will be serving customers his famous cow pies by mid-March and he
is determined not to let the credit crunch stall his success.

‘I love Gornal and I think it is a great place to drink,” said Mr Towler, aged 49, who took over the Mad O’Rourke chain in 2000
having worked for company founder Colm O’Rourke for a number of years.

‘Everyone knows it is a difficult time for the industry but I think we are surviving because people are looking for good, honest,
value for money which is exactly what we offer.”

The original Mad O’Rourke’s PIE FACTORY stands in Hurst Lane, Tipton, and just last year the company bought the former
VINE pub in Camp Hill, Wordsley, and transformed it into a Pie Factory, which has flourished. Its latest venture, costing in the
region of £550,000, will create around 25 new jobs — and if successful, Mr Towler says he will be on the lookout for more pubs to
take over.

‘We have been absolutely delighted by the response in Wordsley — we are over the moon,” said Mr Towler. ‘Our aim is to offer
simple, honest, home-cooked food at a fair price. I think people are moving away from expensive, fussy food so effectively they
are down grading — but they’re down grading to us which is fine by me.’

The BULLS HEAD, which had stood empty for around six months before Mr Towler came along, is set over two floors with huge
windows on both levels facing out onto Himley Road. Once the transformation is complete, customers will enter the pub by a
main door at the back of the building. A number of internal walls have been knocked down to open out the available space and
new staircases will be put in place. The kitchen will also be found at ground level with the upstairs used as a dining space with
table service. Glass windows bearing the trademark Mad O’Rourke’s cow pie logo are on order — as is a lifesize fibreglass bull.
The bull will stand on the pub roof to welcome punters through the door. It is a variation of the giant pigs found at the two exist-
ing Pie Factory pubs and has been chosen to mark the site’s history as the BULLS HEAD.

‘We are hoping to open in mid-March and we should be able to accommodate around 130 people,” added Mr Towler. ‘The re-
sponse so far has been immense — we are advertising about 25 jobs and I must have sieved through at least 250 applications. If
this venture is successful then we will be looking to open another one.””

Express & Star 31/3/2009

“Raiders caused around £20,000 of damage to a popular Stourbridge theme pub after breaking in and stealing a safe containing
£9,000 in cash.

Raiders struck at The Mad O’Rourke’s PIE FACTORY in Camp Hill, Wordsley. The thieves cut the phone lines in the pub and
disconnected CCTV before stealing the hard drives to ensure they went undetected. They then forced entry through a back door
and dragged a huge safe — containing £9,000 — out of the pub. Pub owner Pete Towler believes that an ‘organised gang’ carried
out the raid on Sunday and says they must have used a lorry to transport the heavy safe. He said: ‘It took six men to lift that safe
in to place so this is an organised operation we are looking at. Police say they have found at least four different footprints in the
pub.’

Mr Towler said the break-in could not have come at a worse time, as he is due to open a new Pie Factory — called the Mad O’Ro-
urke’s STEAK ‘N’ PIE FACTORY — in Himley Road, Lower Gornal, Dudley, on Thursday.

Staff discovered the break-in at 8am on Monday morning and believe it must have happened overnight on Sunday or in the early
hours of Monday morning.”

It reopened, in March 2009, as MAD O’Rourke’s STEAK AND PIE FACTORY, after a £530,000 refurbishment.

lan Butts was formerly the head chef here.
He was born c.1953.

Express & Star 27/7/2010

“The original Mad O’Rourke’s PIE FACTORY in Tipton has gone into administration, blaming the recession, it was revealed
today. The news comes just weeks after the iconic chain’s branches in Wordsley and Lower Gornal changed hands. Administra-
tors PKF have been appointed to run the Mad O’Rourke’s PIE FACTORY in Hurst Lane, Tipton, while a separate firm, Leonard
Curtis, has taken over the affairs of Mad O’Rourke’s Ltd, which was responsible for the whole chain. The decision was made on
Friday and administrators today confirmed the pub would continue to trade while efforts were made to sell it.

Former Mad O’Rourke’s boss Pete Towler, from Tettenhall, declined to comment. PKF spokeswoman Jane Murray said, ‘The pub
is continuing to trade with us as administrators, with the aim of selling it as a going concern. The pub closed due to difficulties
recovering from the recession and the current economic conditions.” Pub manager Deana Rowley said all 15 members of staff
were still employed.

The famous pie factory chain handed its Gornal and Wordsley pubs back to Marston’s Brewery at the end of June after revenue
fell and profits were hit by the recession. They were reopened under new names and ownership at the start of July.

Former head chef at the Gornal branch /an Butts, aged 57, took over the pub in Himley Road, Lower Gornal, under the name The
STEAK AND PIE FACTORY, while the branch in Camp Hill, Wordsley, reverted back to its original name The VINE under Irish
pub owner Liam O’Connell.

Tipton councillor Syeda Khatun today said she hoped someone would be able to save the last remaining Pie Factory. ‘It would be
a real shame to lose it, it’s a unique feature for Tipton.’

Regular at the pub, car fitter Roger Massey, 50, of Wednesfield, said the news was like ‘a smack in the face.””

Closed



It reopened on 17" February 2011.

It closed for refurbishment in 2012.
It reopened in December 2012 as the BULLS HEAD.

London Gazette 11/9/2013

“The Kerriman Pub Company Ltd ..... Notice is hereby given ..... that a Meeting of the Creditors of the above named Company
will be held at 35, Ludgate Hill, Birmingham B3 1EH on 19 September 2013 at 11.00am ..... Creditors should forward a statement
of their claim by 12 noon on 18 September 2013.....”

Mike Enright was a director of Kerriman.
[2014]

Closed [2015], [2018]

Reopened [2019], [2021]

Express & Star 20/1/2023

“A new Indian restaurant and bar on the site of an old pub promises to fuse traditional Punjabi cuisine with a bar-like experience.
The new Tapri Bar and Grill on Himley Road, Lower Gornal, opened last weekend promising authentic Indian flavours in an easy
setting. The North Indian restaurant has attracted early reviews on social media. One Facebook user said, ‘I went in for a drink
on Saturday and the food looked and smelled amazing.’

The new restaurant has taken over the site of the former BULLS HEAD pub, giving a new look and feel to the old building. Tapri
Bar and Grill opens at 4pm Monday to Friday and 12pm to 11pm on Saturdays, also opening on Sundays from 12pm to 9.30pm.”

Dudley News 1/2/2023
“The former BULLS HEAD on Himley Road has been transformed into Tapri Bar and Grill. The new venue boasts several TV
screens and one huge projector screen, so there will be plenty of matches for guests to choose from while they enjoy a curry.
Owners Raj Patel and Jas Singh launched their first Tapri Bar and Grill in Sutton Coldfield towards the end of the first Covid 19
lockdown in 2021. Raj, who is from Wolverhampton, said, ‘Our Sutton Coldfield restaurant is doing very well so we thought it
was time to spread the love and pop up somewhere closer to home.’

Jas said, “We have a live kitchen, so our customers can see our talented chefs in action. We are serving traditional Punjabi food
— mixed grills, chicken tikka, lamb chops, seekh kebabs, lamb shank curry, as well as plenty of vegetarian options like lasooni
paneer, saag and aloo gobi. There is something for everyone.’

The family-friendly sports bar serving authentic North Indian cuisine and a large selection of drinks opened in January.....

Express & Star 16/7/2023

“As pubs continue to battle the cost of living crisis, the Express & Star continues its Love Your Local series which celebrates our
local inns. Tapri Punjabi bar and grill in Gornalwood, Dudley, is a newly-opened pub and the owners are hoping to win over the
locals by serving good food and good beers. Business partners Raj Patel and Jas Singh opened the pub in January this year, fol-
lowing the success of their Sutton Coldfield branch, and they have adopted the same name as their coffee shop business, which has
one store in the Mander Centre in Wolverhampton, and one in Kettering. According to Raj, the name Tapri means tea stall, which
is similar to the name chai-wallah, which in Hindi is someone who serves tea.....

The pub offers a vast menu, with a range of items such as curries, biryanis, and what seems to be the Black Country’s favourite
item and pub-speciality right now, the famous mixed-grill. A huge wave of popularity of ‘Desi pubs’ have risen around the Black
Country in recent years, where pubs that were maybe once struggling or just simply had a transformation and change with the
times, now serve top quality Indian food, including the ever famous ‘Mixed Grill,” which arrives to your table sizzling on a platter,
with a range of items including tandoori fish, lamb chops, chicken tikka — the options are endless and mouth-watering. Desi

pubs have become a hit with locals and even people from afar, as diners from all over the country head to the Midlands to eat the
famous mixed grills, as it is here in the Black Country that the famous sizzling platters are the most famous and most tasty.

Raj added, ‘Whilst it is still very much a pub, the food is like restaurant style, served to your tables but it still also has a pub feel.
But whilst it is still a pub, it is much more family friendly, giving it an Indian gastro-pub feel, and we have done this by making
sure that the beers and pints we serve are fresh and tasty, and also made sure the food is quality and tasting good, which of course
makes people want to come back. And now with our price adjustment, we are probably the cheapest in the area for a pint of
Carling, so it was all about being more competitive, and we have done that. The mixed grills have seen a massive boom in recent
years, and we wanted this but not for just a male-dominated environment but to welcome families and women too. We are getting
groups of ladies come out here for a night out too, which is great to see them enjoying the food and drinks that we have on offer,
and it proves that we are doing something right by making it a friendly environment where all are welcome. And with a new level
of custom for cocktail drinkers, we are able to serve them too with a range of cocktails on offer, as well as the traditional drinks,
so we wanted to offer options to everyone. Now, it is about doing the right marketing and getting our name out, and hopefully
people will make it their local. Customers aren’t maybe going out as much now, and so when they do come here, we want to give
them good quality for their money, and so we cater for the locals and provide a service that is good for their money that they spend
with us. We have all the live sports on here too, with Sky Sports, BT Sport, and are also in the process of opening a function room




for small parties, and that will be ready in the next couple of weeks. There is also a beer garden with decking that the customers
can enjoy, especially in the summer evenings. As we said, this is a good quality pub, serving traditional Punjabi food, and it is an
environment where all are welcome.””

[2023]

BULLS HEAD

27, (14), Bilston Street / Castle Street, SEDGLEY

OWNERS

Cornelius Wilkes (until 1848)

John Ebery (acquired in January 1848 for £400)

Betsy Ebery

John Hughes (acquired in 1861 for £420)

South Staffordshire Brewery (acquired in August 1890 for £1,200)
J. and J. Yardley and Co. Ltd. (acquired in January 1898 for £2,190)
Old Wolverhampton Brewery (acquired in 1910)

Frank Myatt Ltd. (acquired in 1920)

Holt Brewery Co. Ltd. (acquired in 1927)

Ansells Ltd. (acquired in 1934)

Holdens Brewery Ltd. (leased from December 1984)

Holdens Brewery Ltd. [2000]

LICENSEES

John Jenkins [1794]

Stephen Wilkes (1802 - ]

Cornelius Wilkes [1835] — 1848);
John Ebery (1848 —[]

Levi Round [1850] — 1852);

Richard White Tamlyn (1852 - /1854]
Joseph Walker [1856]—[1859]
Richard Wood [1860] — [1861]

John Hughes [1862] —1890);

Lucy Ann Fox and Thomas Anthony Hughes (1890);
William Henry Riley (1890);

Thomas William Palmer (1890189 ); /1892]
Noah Williams [ ] - 1892);

Thomas Thompson [1896] — [1900];
Alfred Edwards (190_-190_);

Henry Thompson [1904]

William Clarke [1904] (190_ - 1908);
George Thomas Mills (1908 — 1910);
Samuel Preston (1910 — 1925);
George Benfield (1925 —1926);
Joseph Tate Hawley (1926 — 1927);
John Lloyd (1927 —1928);

Charles James Udall (1928 — 1930);
Mrs. Mary Day (1930 — 1933);

Fred Bishton (1933);

James Philip Conway (1933 — 1941);
Ernest Dempster Short (1941 — 1944);
Wilfred Bert Bryan (1944 — 1950);
Sidney Winmill (1950 -1951);
William Hampton (1951 -1 ]

William Joseph Knott [ ] —1969);
John Beattie Gibson (1969 — 1970);
Bernard Yale (1970 —1971);



George Williams (1971 — 1975);
Raymond Thomas Ford (1975 —1978);
Frank Davenport (1978 —1980);
Kathleen Ann Davenport (1980);

Joseph Lawrence Price (1980 — 1984);
Raymond Dennis Perrins (1984 — 1985);
Frances Gillian Webb (1985 — 1988);
Eunice Yvonne Smith (1988 — 1989);
Keith Poole (1984 —[]?

Mrs. Carol Ann Rogers (1989 — 1996);
Melanie (Wright) Radford (1996 — [1999]
Jacqueline Batstone [2005] —[2009]
Ann Khotatha [2015]-2017);

Doreen Jones (2017 —[] manager

NOTES

14, Bilston Street [1871], /1874], [1881], [1891], [1901], [1911]
27, Bilston Street [1939], /1940]

WHITE BULLS HEAD [1854]
It is a listed building.
Cornelius Wilkes = Cornelius Wilks

Cornelius Wilkes, beer retailer, Sedgley. [1835], [1841]
He was also a cooper.

1841 Census

Bilston Street

[1] Cornelius Wilks (50), cooper, born Staffordshire;
[2] Ann Wilks (50), born Staffordshire;

[3] Sarah Wilks (20), born Staffordshire:

Wolverhampton Chronicle 4/9/1850
“The special sessions for granting and renewing victuallers’ licenses within the hundred of Seisdon North was held at the Public

Office, Wolverhampton, on Thursday ..... The new licenses granted were to.....
Levi Round, the BULLS HEAD, Sedgley.”

1851 Census

Bilston Street - BULLS HEAD INN

[1] Levi Round (49), blacksmith, born Sedgley;

[2] Hannah Round (52), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] Charlotte Round (25), daughter, dressmaker, born Sedgley;
[4] Mary Round (22), daughter, tailoress, born Sedgley;

[5] Sarah Round (20), daughter, born Sedgley;

[6] William J. Round (17), son, roll turner, born Sedgley;

[7] Joseph Round (13), son, scholar, born Sedgley;

[8] Elizabeth Parkes (5), grandchild, scholar, born Sedgley:

Staffordshire Advertiser 21/8/1852
“At the weekly sessions held on Monday last, the following licenses were transferred.....
BULLS HEAD, Sedgley, from Levi Round to Richard White Tamlyn, of the same parish.”

Richard White Tamlyn — see also CROWN, Sedgley.

John Ebery built a malthouse and brewery at the rear, on the site of three cottages and stables c.1854.

Staffordshire Sentinel 29/11/1856

“At the Bilston Police Court, on Tuesday last, Sam. Mills, Sam. Ellis, and John Parker, all from Princes End, were charged with

stealing a handbell and brass ornament, from the house of Mr. Joseph Walker, publican, of Sedgley, on Sunday night last. The
evidence went to show that the accused entered the parlour and had some drink. The articles named were seen safe before their



arrival, and were missed after their departure. They were followed, and Parker and Ellis were found in another public house close
by. The police were sent for, and they were given in charge, and nothing was discovered in their possession; but while the officer
was in the house, Mills entered, and was also charged. He and the others mutually denied any knowledge of each other. The pros-
ecutor said that he suspected Mills to be the thief, from the fact of his playfully handling sundry portable articles in the parlour.
The magistrates committed Mills for fourteen days, and discharged the others.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 10/8/1859 - Advert
“Peremptory Sale at the BULLS HEAD INN, Sedgley, To-Morrow (Thursday), August 11, 1859.

Mr. John Cassere will Sell by Auction, on Thursday, August 11, 1859, upon the Premises, BULLS HEAD INN, Sedgley, the whole
of the Stock-In-Trade, Brewing Plant, &c, together with a portion of the Household Furniture, Sweet-Toned Pianoforte, compris-
ing one hundred and forty-gallon copper furnace, iron furnace, quantity of the most excellent well-seasoned ale casks, nearly new,
from 60 to 650 gallons; 16-bushel mash tub, coolers, round tubs, capital three-motion ale machine, piping and taps, malt crusher,
valuable half-bred Cart Mare, perfectly sound; Spring Trap, set Gears, Gig Harness, two fine Sows in pig; together with the whole
of the Public House Fixtures, including grates, screens, benches, partitions, and the whole of the shelving, gas fittings, &c, &c.
The whole being sold without reserve, the property of Mr. Joseph Walker, who is leaving the house and retiring from the trade.
Catalogues may be obtained at the Offices of the Auctioneer, 51, Snowhill, Wolverhampton.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 26/9/1860 - Advert
“Staffordshire. Important Freehold, Free Copyhold, and Leasehold Dwelling Houses, Public House, Malt House, and Building

Land, at Sedgley.

Mr. Solomon Powell will Sell by Auction on Wednesday, the 3% day of October, 1860.....

Lot 6. All that Freehold and old licensed Public House, known by the sign of the BULLS HEAD INN, situate in Bilston Street,
and at the corner of Castle Street, Sedgley, with Brewhouse, Coalhouse, and Maltroom, Stable (with loft over), Pigstye, Privy,
and Yard at the back; and also those two Cottages adjoining, and fronting to Castle Street aforesaid, the whole now occupied by
Richard Wood and his under-tenants, and producing £28 per annum.....”

Bells Life in London and Sporting Chronicle 6/1/1861

“E. Wood of Sedgley, Staffordshire, will run Hollies of Cann Lane 100 yards level, if he will stake £20 to £15; J. Turner of Bilston
120 yards, for £14 a side; or T. Hayes of Intake 200 yards, if he will give him four yards start, for the same in one month from the
first deposit; or he will take three yards of Newbold of Birmingham in 200, for the same sum; or he will take two yards start from
Cruddington of London in 200. A match can be made by applying at Mr. R. Wood’s BULLS HEAD INN, Sedgley, any night next
week.”

1861 Census

Bilston Street - BULLS HEAD INN

[1] Richard Wood (34), licensed victualler, born Bilston;
[2] Sarah Wood (30), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] Richard Wood (2), son, born Sedgley;

[4] William Wood (2 months), son, born Sedgley;

[5] John Myatt (20), visitor, potter, born Sedgley;

[6] Ann Myatt (20), visitor, born Birmingham;

[7] Julia Timmins (13), general servant, born Sedgley:

Wolverhampton Chronicle 31/7/1861 - Advert
“BULLS HEAD INN, Bilston Street, Sedgley. Sale on Monday Next, August 5, 1861.

Mr. John Cassere will Sell by Auction, upon the premises as above, without the least reserve (under a bill of sale), the whole of the
Stock-in-Trade, Brewing Plant, Public House, Fixtures, Screens, Benches, Drinking Tables, Windsor Chairs, Cut Glass Jugs, Spirit
Counter, Ale Casks, 140 gallons, Copper Furnace, Mash Tub, Coolers, Vats, Round Tubs, capital three-pull Beer Machine, piping
and taps complete; four Store Pigs, Malt Crusher, four-wheeled Phaeton, and numerous effects.

Sale to commence at eleven o’clock.

John Cassere, Auctioneer and General Valuer, 51, Snowhill, Wolverhampton.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 6/11/1861
“At Stafford County Court, on Tuesday, before Francis Russell, Esq, the deputy judge, the insolvency cases were disposed of. In

the following cases there was no opposition, and the insolvents were ordered to be discharged forthwith.....
Richard Wood, licensed victualler, Sedgley, supported by Mr. Walker. Debts £522 9s 10d; credits, £318.”

Aris’s Birmingham Gazette 29/8/1863
“At Bilston Public Office, yesterday, the undermentioned licenses were suspended.....

James [sic] Hughes, BULLS HEAD, Sedgley.....

With respect to Hughes, the Rev. W. Lewis remarked that he himself had heard many allegations made against the house, from
which he inferred that it was doing much towards demoralising the young in that neighbourhood.”

AND

Wolverhampton Chronicle 2/9/1863



“The meeting for the renewing and granting of licenses was held on Friday, at the police-office.....
The following is a list of those who had been proceeded against and fined in the past year.....
John Hughes, BULLS HEAD, Sedgley.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 30/9/1863
“The adjourned licensing meeting for the Bilston division of the county was held on Friday.....

Licenses suspended at the annual licensing meeting were now renewed to the following houses, the landlords being cautioned to
conduct them more creditably for the future.....

BULLS HEAD, Sedgley, kept by Hughes. In this case the license had been suspended in consequence of complaints of a dancing
saloon connected with the house, but the police being able to say that the house had been better conducted within the last month,
the license was renewed.”

Staffordshire Sentinel 21/11/1863

“At the Bilston Petty Sessions, on Tuesday, before H. Spooner, Esq, John Hughes, landlord of the BULLS HEAD, Sedgley, was
convicted of having, on the 27" of August, brewed more malt than the quantity that he set down in his brewer’s entry paper, and
with having removed the grains of the same brewing within an hour of the time allowed by law, immediately following the time
set down in the paper named as that at which the grains would be ready to be gauged. He was fined £50 in each case. The case
for the Crown was conducted by Mr. Dwelly, solicitor to the Inland Revenue Board; and proved by Mr. Allcorn, supervisor, and by
Mr. Evans, one of his officers. They showed that six bushels was the quantity of malt entered to be brewed, and that the brew-
ing was to be over by two in the afternoon. When, however, they reached the inn at five minutes past two o’clock, they found
that some of the grains had been removed. They had them brought back, and when they gauged it was found there were nearly
47 per cent more than the six bushels, or nearly nine bushels — a quantity of 32 per cent higher that the officers had ever known
grain to exceed the malt from which they had been obtained. Mr. J. E. Underhill, of Wolverhampton, was for the defence. He
called several witnesses to prove the increase complained of was usual, but Mr. Ashcroft, auctioneer, of Wolverhampton, who had
been in the excise, and who was his principal witness, deposed that he had never known a greater increase than 30 per cent. The
Stipendiary refused to recommend mitigation of the penalty, because he believed this had not been the first time Hughes had so
offended.”

Staffordshire Advertiser 18/3/1865

“Staffordshire Lent Assizes.

David Guest, on bail, a young man, was indicted for cutting and wounding Hannah Rogers, at Sedgley, on the 30" of August last,
with intent to do her some grievous bodily harm; and was also indicted for committing the offence with felonious intent. Mr.
Gough conducted the prosecution.

The prisoner was in the BULLS HEAD INN, Sedgley, at twelve o’clock on the night in question, and after quarrelling with
another man, was put out of the house. The prosecutrix whose daughter was servant at the house, was there, and asked a man

not to fight who was offering to take his off his coat, and very soon afterwards she felt a cut in her right arm. Just before this the
prisoner was seen to go into the room with a table knife in his hand. He met the daughter of the prosecutrix as he was going in
with the knife, and on her telling him to mind what he did with it, he smacked her on the cheek with his hand. It was also shown
that he was just behind the prosecutrix when she was cut. The wound was stated by Mr. Ballenden, surgeon, to be three inches
long in two directions at an angle, and penetrated to the bone, and must have been inflicted with considerable force. The prisoner
was charged with the offence a few hours afterwards, and as police-constable Sheldon was searching his clothes he said, ‘I'm very
sorry I cut her, but you won’t find it; I throwed it away.” He was found guilty of the misdemeanour only, and was sentenced to
eight months’ imprisonment.”

Staffordshire Advertiser 17/3/1866

“Staffordshire Lent Assizes.

John Marson, 20, who was described in the calendar as a nailer, but wore the uniform of an infantry soldier, was indicted for steal-
ing 4cwt of iron, the property of Henry Morgan. Mr. Young conducted the prosecution.

The prosecutor is a nail dealer, residing at Sedgley, and it seemed that in the night of the 20" ult, his shop was broken open, and
nine bundles of iron taken therefrom. The prisoner was drinking at the BULLS HEAD INN, Sedgley, and on the night in question,
he was heard to say that he knew of a ‘good pull” in Henry Morgan’s shop, and he would have it out and go to Wolverhampton.

He and his brother were afterwards seen to take the iron out of the prosecutor’s shop and carry it away on their shoulders. The
iron had not been discovered, nor was there any evidence to show what had become of the prisoner’s brother.

The prisoner called his father and mother for the purpose of proving that he was at their house at the time the iron was said to have
been stolen, but their evidence did not carry conviction in the minds of the jury, and a verdict of guilty was returned.

His Lordship said the prisoner had been in gaol before for assaults and malicious damage, and sentenced him to six months’ im-
prisonment.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 19/12/1866
“On Wednesday, the adjourned inquiry into the cause of death of a child that was found on the 9" of November last, in a cesspit

at Stoney Park, under the singular and suspicious circumstances narrated in the Chronicle at the time, was resumed at the BULLS
HEAD INN, before T. M. Phillips, Esq. It will be remembered that at the last investigation the Jury, after conferring for a con-
siderable time, were unable to arrive at a unanimous verdict, and that the investigation was accordingly adjourned for additional
evidence. On Wednesday an open verdict was returned. On Thursday, a special Petty Sessions was held at the Police Court, when



Maria Slater, the daughter of the man in whose privy the child was found, was charged with concealing the birth of the child. Mr.
Stokes appeared for the accused. Evidence was given that the accused had given birth to a child a few days before the finding of
the body, and that the birth had been concealed. As a prima facie case was made out, the Bench said they had no alternative but to
commit her for trial.”

[At the Staffordshire Lent Assizes Maria Slater was acquitted.]

Aris’s Birmingham Gazette 6/2/1869 - Advert
“I hereby give Notice that I will not be Responsible for any Debt or Debts my Wife, Elizabeth Hall, may contract after this date.

All Claims to be sent in at once to Mr. John Hughes, BULLS HEAD INN, Sedgley, and, if found correct, will at once be dis-
charged.

Anthony Friar Hall, VINE INN, Wolverhampton Street, Dudley.

Jan 30, 1869.”

John Hughes was also a maltster, brewer and general agent. [1870]

1871 Census

14, Bilston Street

[1] John Hughes (47), married, maltster, born Tipton;

[2] Mary Jane Hughes (19), daughter, scholar, born Tipton;
[3] John E. Hughes (17), son, scholar, born Tipton;

[4] Thomas A. Hughes (12), son, scholar, born Tipton;

[5] Kate Hughes (14), daughter, scholar, born Tipton;

[6] Betsy Fellows (20), general servant, born Wednesbury:

Birmingham Daily Post 31/8/1872
“Bilston Division Annual Licensing Sessions.....

The record of the Chief Constable showed that 28 licensed victuallers and 14 beersellers had been convicted of various offences
against their licenses. Of these five publicans and one beerhouse keeper were only ordered to pay the costs. In the other cases the
fines varied from £10 to Is. The licenses of 210 licensed houses and a similar number of beerhouses were renewed.

The applications for the renewal of the suspended licenses were postponed till the adjourned licensing day, on the 27" September,
but the certificates were granted to the five licensed victuallers and the beerseller who, as before mentioned, were previously only
ordered to pay the costs. These were.....

John Hughes, BULLS HEAD, Sedgley.”

John Hughes was described as a maltster, brewer and ale and stout bottler. [1874]
Dudley Guardian 28/3/1874

“On Tuesday morning last a parish meeting was held at Sedgley, for the purpose of electing four overseers for the parish, the fol-
lowing gentlemen were elected for the ensuing year. Messrs. John Hughes, BULLS HEAD INN, Maltster.....”

Staffordshire Sentinel 8/1/1876

“Staffordshire Epiphany Sessions.

Solomon Briscoe, 26, miner; Joseph Anson, 26, puddler; and James Morgan, 23, labourer, were charged with having stolen
fourteen fowls, the property of John Hughes, of the BULLS HEAD, Sedgley, on the 13" of December. Mr. Young was for the
prosecution, and Mr. Underhill (with him Mr. Rose) for the defence. Prisoners were found guilty and were sentenced, Morgan to
four months’ imprisonment, and the others to six months.”

Dudley Herald 25/11/1876 - Advert

“Important Investment. To be Sold, 2,040 Square yards of Freehold Building Land, with Mines and Minerals under the same,
situated next to the GEORGE AND DRAGON INN, and the new schools, Dudley Road, Wolverhampton, and having a frontage
of 21 yards to the said important road.

For price and to view plan of same, apply to Mr. John Hughes, BULLS HEAD INN, Sedgley.”

Dudley Herald 17/4/1880 - Advert

“Sedgley. To Brewers, Maltsters, Publicans, Bottlers, and Others.

Sale of an Important Freehold Public-House, called the BULLS HEAD INN, Sedgley, Tuesday, April 27, 1880.

Mr. Thomas Skidmore, has received instructions to offer for Sale by Auction, at the COURT HOUSE INN, Sedgley, on Tuesday,
April 27", 1880, at Six o’clock in the evening subject to conditions of sale which will incorporate the common form conditions of
the Wolverhampton Law Association.

All that Freehold Full-licensed Corner Public-House called the BULLS HEAD INN, Sedgley, midway between Dudley and
Wolverhampton, in a densely populated district, situate at the corner of Bilston Street, and Castle Street, having a frontage to Bil-
ston Street, of 25ft 6in, and to Castle Street, of 129ft, on the main road leading from Sedgley to Deepfields, Bilston, &c, adjoining
one of the largest nail warehouses in the district.

The House and Premises consist of neatly-fitted Bar, Taproom, large Landscape Room, 24{t by 14ft; five Bedrooms, Bath or small




Room, Cooking Kitchen, China Pantry and Dairy, three-quarter Brewery, on the most modern principle; excellent well of water,
extensive dry Cellars, Hop and Malt Rooms, enclosed Yard and Shed, lock-up Coach-house and Stable, capacious three-storey
Bottling Stores, with office delivery door to Castle Street; lifting crane, &c, complete, could be used for nail or corn warehouses.
Immediate possession may be had, and the greater part of the purchase money may remain.

Fixtures and trade effects to be taken at fair valuation.

For further particulars apply to Messrs. H. and J. H. Underhill, Solicitors, Darlington Street; or to the Auctioneer, 2, Bilston Street,
all of Wolverhampton.”

Dudley and District News 13/11/1880

“Samuel Partridge, Castle Street, Sedgley, was charged with stealing, on the 5" of November, a piece of cloth, value 3s 6d, the
property of James Edwards, labourer, Gospel End Street.

Prosecutor stated that he went to the PIG AND WHISTLE INN, Sedgley, to receive a parcel containing cloth, which he had left
the previous Saturday. He was in the kitchen, the prisoner also being there. The landlord handed him the parcel, and he put it on
a bench. The accused opened the parcel and looked at the cloth, and afterwards walked off with it. Prosecutor afterwards saw the
prisoner the same evening, and asked him for the cloth. He said, ‘Oh, the cloth’s right, come on Monday.’

Cross-examined by Mr. Tinsley, prosecutor could not recollect anything saying, “When a man’s drunk he don’t remember.’
Samuel Gattos, farm labourer, Cinder Hill, said that, being at the BULLS HEAD, about six o’clock on Saturday night, the prisoner
came in with a parcel, asking all round whether anyone wanted to buy a piece of cloth. Witness bought one piece for 2s 6d there
being two other pieces, for which he wanted 3s 6d a piece.

PC Durrie said he apprehended the prisoner in his own house about ten minutes to eleven o’clock, and, in answer to the charge, he
said he did not know where the cloth was, or to whom he had given it. He was ‘fresh.’

Mr. Tinsley, in defence, urged that the prisoner bargained with prosecutor that he should sell the cloth for over 7s 6d, and said it
would be unfair to deprive him of his reputation upon the uncorroborated testimony of a drunken man.

James Rudge stated, being at the prosecutor’s house, he heard him say, ‘We have sold one piece, and we have spent the money;
the other two pieces are all right.’

A waiter named Jones, at the BULLS HEAD, deposed to the prisoner and the prosecutor coming to the premises between ten and
eleven o’clock on Saturday night for a pint of ale, and being refused both by him and Mr. Hughes.

Mr. Homer said the Bench believed that both parties were in a disgraceful state of intoxication, and there was no credence what-
ever to be placed on what either of them might say in reference to the case. The Bench would give the accused the benefit of the
doubt as to whether there was any felonious intention, but they thought it was a lamentable thing that any two men should have
been allowed to get into such a beastly state of intoxication.”

1881 Census
14, Bilston Street - BULLS HEAD
Inhabited Days Only

Evening Express 8/11/1881
“Aidle aged woman named Sarah Jones, of Evans Court, was charged with stealing 4s, from the drawer in the bar of Mr. John

Hughes, BULLS HEAD INN, Bilston Street. Sedgley.

Prisoner went into the house for half a pint of fourpenny, and during the temporary absence of Elizabeth Rogers, the person in
charge, from the room, prisoner put her hand through the bar window and took 4s out of the money drawer.

She was convicted for one month.”

John Hughes died on 23 March 1890.

Lucy Ann Fox and Thomas Anthony Hughes were granted the license as executors of John Hughes.

Birmingham Daily Post 17/6/1890 - Advert
“Important Sale of a Valuable Freehold Public House, called the BULLS HEAD INN, situate in Sedgley, on Wednesday, June 25,

1890.

Messrs. Thomas Skidmore & Son, have received instructions to Sell by Auction, at the SWAN AND PEACOCK HOTEL, Snow
Hill, Wolverhampton, on Wednesday, June 25", 1890, at 6.30 for Seven o’clock prompt, subject to conditions which embody the
common form conditions of the Wolverhampton Law Association — the following Valuable Freehold Public House, the BULLS
HEAD INN, Bilston Street, Sedgley (by direction of the Representatives of John Hughes, deceased).

Lot 1. A double-fronted Freehold Full-Licensed Free Public House and Malt-House, called the BULLS HEAD, Bilston Street,
Sedgley, with the Licenses, Goodwill, and Possession. The Premises include Bar, Entrance Hall, Side Passage, Back Passage,
large Smoke Room, Tap Room, front Sitting Room, Store Room, Closet, three Bed Rooms, back Kitchen, Washhouse, with
soft-water pump and cistern, washing boiler and oven grate, Dairy, capital Brewhouse, Yard, and Shed, two capital Cellars, with
lift.

Also, the Capital Three-Quarter Malthouse, with Kiln, and Stoves, Wetting-floor and Cistern, Withering Floor, Drying Kiln, with
quarry floor; Screening and Crushing Rooms, Dry Room, with Garners; Office, &c.

Note. An inventory of the Effects, which will be Sold with the Freehold, and an inventory of the Public-house Fixtures and Trade
Utensils, will have to be taken to at a fair valuation, will be produced at the time of sale.

Further particulars and plans may be obtained from the Solicitors, Messrs. Thos. Waterhouse and Son, Queen Street, Wolverhamp-



ton; or from the Auctioneers, Messrs. Thomas Skidmore and Son, 1 and 2, Bilston Street, Wolverhampton.”

Birmingham Daily Post 27/6/1890
“Sale Of Property.....

Mr. Thomas Skidmore and Son the same evening sold the BULLS HEAD, Sedgley for £1,200.”

1891 Census

14, Bilston Street - BULLS HEAD INN

[1] Thomas W. Palmer (30), widower, licensed victualler, born Wolverhampton;
[2] Emma F. Palmer (27), sister, born Wolverhampton:

1901 Census

14, Bilston Street

[1] Alfred Edwards (25), publican, licensed victualler, born Wordsley;
[2] Isabella Edwards (26), wife, born Birmingham;

[3] Isabella Edwards (3), daughter, born Wolverhampton;

[4] Florrie Edwards (4 months), daughter, born Birmingham:

William Clarke was fined 10s and costs, on 26" February 1906, for permitting drunkenness.
Plans were passed for alterations on 9" March 1907.
George Thomas Mills — see also SWAN HOTEL.

1911 Census

14, Bilston Street - BULLS HEAD INN

[1] George Mills (37), licensed victualler, born Sedgley;

[2] Phoebe Mills (40), wife, married 14 years, born Hurst Hill;
[3] Leonard Mills (7), son, school, born Sedgley;

[4] Ernest Wilfred Mills (6), son, school, born Sedgley;

[5] Doris Mills (3), daughter, born Sedgley;

[6] Ivy Winifred Mills (3 months), daughter, born Sedgley;

[7] Florence Darby (16), general servant, born Sedgley;

[8] Edna Darby (13), visitor, school, born Sedgley:

Birmingham Daily Gazette 25/3/1914
“There were a number of withdrawals yesterday in the Midlands in connection with District Council elections.....

The following have been elected .... Mr. George Mills, BULLS HEAD INN, Sedgley, a new member.”

South Staffordshire Times 26/1/1924

“The Stipendiary (Mr. Grimley) was engaged for a couple of hours on Monday afternoon at Sedgley Police Court, when Samuel
Preston (60), licensee of the BULLS HEAD, Bilston Street, was summoned for supplying drink in prohibited hours, and also with
keeping his house open.

Jos. Frederick Joyce, 15, Herbert Road, Wolverhampton, was summoned for being on the premises and aiding and betting Preston.
Mr. E. Brown appeared for the defence.

PS Hall said Preston was the licensee of the BULLS HEAD INN, Bilston Street, and his closing time at night was 10 o’clock. On
January 10th at 11pm, two constables reported to him, and he went with them to the inn, arriving at 11.5. Outside he observed that
the bar was lit up, the curtains drawn at the window, and at the top of the curtains there was an aperture. He looked through, and
saw the licensee and Joyce standing at the bar. No other person was present. He remained outside the premises till 11.25, and PCs
Dimbleby, Nutt, and himself looked through the aperture, only one being able to see at a time. He heard Preston (who is deaf)

ask Joyce where he lived on the Sedgley Housing Scheme, and received the reply that he (Joyce) lived at Wolverhampton. Then
Preston said, ‘It ay bad beer is it?” and Joyce replied ‘No, it’s a bit of all right.” He saw Preston and Joyce drink from half-pint
glasses. He heard the beer pull being used, the jingling of money and the opening and closing of the money drawer. After that he
saw Preston and Joyce drink again. Then he knocked at the door, and it was opened by Preston. The police entered. When asked
to account for the presence of Joyce, Preston said ‘He is a friend of my son, Roland, and is going to get him a situation, but I don’t
know him.” Witness told how he had been watching, and had seen Joyce drinking, whereupon Preston said, ‘Joyce hasn’t paid for
anything since 10 o’clock.’

When witness asked Joyce what time he came in, he replied ‘About half-past nine,” and said he stayed after 10 o’clock, as they
were having a conversation and had not paid for anything since 10 o’clock. When witness asked Preston if he knew he could not
change a customer into a guest after hours, Preston said he did not know that, and had been instructed on the contrary. When told
he would be summoned, Preston replied, ‘For God’s sake sergeant, don’t; I am about to leave. Let me go with a good character. I
am sorry if [ have done anything wrong.’

When Joyce was spoken to, he replied, “You haven’t seen me drink any beer.’

Dimbleby and Joyce went outside to look through the aperture, and while they were out Preston said, ‘I’m sorry; I did let him



have half a pint after 10 o’clock.” When the inspector was sent for Preston said, ‘For God’s sake sergeant, don’t make a case of it,
or I shall never get another license. I am trying to get an outdoor.’

Cross-examined by Mr. E. Brown, for the defence, witness agreed that the curtains were not drawn for the purpose of concealing
anything.

In further cross-examination, the sergeant insisted he distinctly heard Preston say, ‘It ay bad beer.” He also insisted that he heard
the drawer open and the jingle of money after 11.15. Preston had held the license for a great number of years, and was quite
straightforward about the matter, but witness had had complaints in the past from policemen.

The Stipendiary (to Superintendent Higgs): I don’t think you need cross-examine on the ability, seeing all that Joyce seems to
have admitted was that ‘It isn’t bad beer.’

PCs Dimbleby and Nutt corroborated with regard to the observations.

Inspector Parsons told how he arrived at the house at 12.25 on January 10th, when the three officers were in the bar. After hearing
all the explanations he went outside and saw through the aperture in the curtain quite plainly.

For the defence Mr. Brown admitted the presence of Joyce, but he denied any drink had been supplied or paid for after 10 o’clock.
All that was done was that Preston pulled himself a glass of beer, and asked Joyce to take a portion of it.

Joyce, on oath, denied the allegations about him drinking after hours in the house, but he admitted that he had had half of Pres-
ton’s half-pint.

Mr. Brown pleaded the ten year’s tenancy of the house and the fact that Preston had been employed at Lewis’s, Bilston for thirty
years.

Sergeant Hall said though he had received complaints from the constable he thought the house was generally well conducted. It
had a rather rough element to deal with.

The Stipendiary fined Preston 40s, for supplying, and Joyce 10s, for consuming.

The second cases were withdrawn.”

South Staffordshire Times 15/3/1924

“Leonard Jones, Castle Street, Sedgley, was charged with being drunk and disorderly and pleaded not guilty. Norman Adams,
who was with him at the time, was charged with being disorderly and pleaded guilty.

PC Nutt told how at 10.15pm, on March 7th, he heard shouts outside the BULLS HEAD in Bilston Street. He went there and
found the two defendants sparring and Jones received a blow which floored him. Adams ran away. Jones could not stand, because
he was helplessly drunk. Adams was allowed to go home, but Jones was taken to the police station where the test of pupils of the
eyes showed he was drunk. He was bailed next morning.

PC Wood, who was in the station when Jones was brought in, testified to the man being drunk. He wanted to argue whether he did
not win the war. (Laughter).

Jones’ defence was that after the blow he did not know what he was doing. He had been in bed a week suffering from a complaint
contracted during the war, and he had only three half pints of beer.

It was the first time either had been before the magistrates, and Adams declared that his character was so good that he had only
been at one place since he left school.

The Stipendiary said he would let both men off with a fine of 5s.”

South Staffordshire Times 9/2/1924

“Bilston Licensing.......

The licenses for the BULLS HEAD, Sedgley; the FOXYARD, Woodsetton; and the LEOPARD INN, Upper Gornal, to which
objection had been made on the ground of convictions, were renewed, and the license of the FOXYARD was transferred to Cecil
Crowther.”

Dudley Chronicle 8/9/1927

“Some 12 or 18 months ago it was thought the Sedgley, Upper Gornal and Lower Gornal District Friendly Society Committee
would become defunct owing to lack of funds to enable them to carry on with the good work, but the new president (Councillor
C. A. Pratt, JP) came along, and offered a cup for competition amongst the licensed houses and clubs of the district, the cup to be
held by the inn or club collecting the largest amount of money. The committee at once got to work, and to the surprise of all, the
new president’s move has more than justified itself by the magnificent financial result.

Very keen rivalry has been displayed throughout, more especially with the GREEN DRAGON HOTEL and the WOODMAN INN
boxes respectively, the GREEN DRAGON HOTEL having just come out on top, thus winning the cup for the first time.

It is very gratifying, indeed, in being able to state that the united efforts have raised £112 18s 2d, which has been placed in the
bank, and will, as necessity arises, be allocated to the various institutions.

The Contributions ..... BULLS HEAD, Sedgley, 4s 9'2d.”

[GREEN DRAGON, Upper Gornal, £26 11s 2d and WOODMAN INN, Lower Gornal, £25 2s 10d.]

1939 Register
27, Bilston Street - BULLS HEAD

[1] James P. Conway, date of birth 8/7/1885, license public house, married;
[2] Ethel Conway, dob 27/2/1898, unpaid domestic duties, married,

A team from here were champions of the Sedgley and District Domino League in 1946.



Carol Rogers was married to Frank (photographer).
Melanie Radford (nee Wright) was married to Chris.
It was redecorated and renovated in October 1996.
A dining room was opened in July 1997.

It was redecorated and renovated in 2005.

It underwent a major refurbishment in June 2019.

[2020]

BULLS HEAD

Red Hill, SEDGLEY

OWNERS

LICENSEES

NOTES

[1873]

BUSH

Can Lane, COSELEY

OWNERS

LICENSEES

John Nock /1818]

BUSH

37, Wallbrook Street, (High Street, Wallbrook), (Mamble Square), COSELEY

OWNERS

Samuel Colbourn

James Lewis

Hannah Lewis, widow
Enoch Bailey Lewis
Richard Price

Atkinsons Ltd. [1959]
Mitchells and Butlers Ltd.

LICENSEES



Joseph Dabbs [1833] — [1834]
Samuel Colbourn [1858]—[1864]
James Onions [1872] — 187 );
James Lewis (187_ - 1877);

Hannah Lewis (1877 — 1888);

Enoch Bailey Lewis (1888 — 1893);
Joseph Richards (1893 — 1894);
Richard Price (1894 — 1912);

Mrs. Clara Jane Price (1912 — [/1940]
Robert Joseph Mahon [1959]

NOTES
It had a beerhouse license.
Joseph Dabbs, retail brewer, Mamble Square. [1833]

Samuel Colbourn = Samuel Colbourne

Wolverhampton Chronicle 1/9/1858
“The annual licensing meeting for Bilston and its neighbourhood was held on Friday last.....

Application For New Licenses.....

Mr. Waterhouse appeared on behalf of Samuel Colbourn for a license for the BUSH INN, at Wallbrook. The house was the
property of the applicant. A few years since there were in that neighbourhood two licensed houses, but they were both destroyed
by mining operations. The license belonging to one of these two houses was transferred to the UNION public house, but the other
license was allowed to expire without an application for its renewal. The house of the present applicant is built upon the site of
the property referred to, and Mr. Waterhouse now applied that the license might be restored. After setting forth the accommoda-
tion afforded by the applicant’s house, Mr. Waterhouse stated that within the last few years something like 500 new houses had
been erected in that locality, and there were at present only two licensed houses to supply the wants of the district. Application
refused.”

1861 Census

Mamble Square — BUSH INN

[1] Samuel Colbourn (43), coal miner and publican, born Sedgley;
[2] Sarah Colbourn (46), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] Sarah A. Colbourn (17), daughter, born Sedgley;

[4] Betsy Colbourn (10), daughter, scholar, born Sedgley:

Aris’s Birmingham Gazette 10/9/1864
“Yesterday the magistrates sat in Special Sessions for the consideration of the applications for the renewal of old and the granting

of new licenses to victuallers.....
Mr. Travers applied for a license to the BUSH INN, Wallbrook in the possession of Mr. Samuel Colbourn. Application refused.”

Birmingham Daily Post 10/9/1864
“The annual licensing sessions for the district of Bilston was held yesterday, at the Police Court, in that town.....

Mr. Travis (of West Bromwich) applied on behalf of Thomas Prince, of the RED LION, Coseley; and also for Samuel Colbourne,
of the BUSH INN, Coseley, both of whom were in a position to carry on the business of a licensed victualler, greatly to the advan-
tage of the public, if the Magistrates granted the applications.....

The Magistrates refused to grant any one of these applications.”

Aris’s Birmingham Gazette 28/8/1869
“The annual licensing meeting for the Bilston division took place yesterday, at the Police Court.

The following beerhouse keepers had been fined during the past five years.....
For keeping open during prohibited hours.....
Samuel Colbourne, BUSH, Walbrooke, to pay costs.”

James Onions, beer retailer, Walbrook. [1872]
James Lewis died on 11" September 1877.

1881 Census
37, Wallbrook Street



[1]1 Hannah Lewis (54), widow, grocer and publican, born Ladymore;
[2] Enoch Lewis (24), son, assistant grocer, born Skidmore Row;
[3] Sarah Lewis (19), niece, domestic servant, born Tipton:

Hannah Lewis died on 2" March 1888.

Birmingham Daily Post 17/12/1890
“Mr. Thorneycroft (deputy coroner) held an inquest on Monday night at the BUSH INN, Walbrook, Coseley, on the body of Wil-

liam Powell (33), miner, who was killed by a fall of dirt at the Horseley Colliery, Tipton. It was shown that the man had his neck
broken. The enquiry was adjourned.”

1891 Census

37, Wallbrook Street

[1] Enoch B. Lewis (34), grocer and publican, born Sedgley;
[2] Sarah Lewis (29), wife, born Tipton;

[3] John Titley (31), boarder, roller, sheet iron, born Tipton;
[4] Mary Titley (32), boarder, born Tipton;

[5] James H. Titley (8), boarder, scholar, born Harborne;

[6] Maria Titley (6), boarder, scholar, born Harborne;

[7] Beatrice Sue Titley (5), boarder, scholar, deaf and dumb, born Harborne;
[8] John Titley (3), boarder, born Tipton;

[9] Polly Hyett (14), domestic servant, born Sedgley:

Birmingham Daily Post 15/9/1893
“Bankruptcy Proceedings. Re Enoch Bailey Lewis, grocer and beerhouse keeper, Coseley.

Yesterday, at the Dudley County Court, a receiving order was made in the matter of Enoch Bailey Lewis, formerly beerhouse
keeper and grocer, Coseley, and now an inmate of the Coton Hill Lunatic Asylum. Mr. J. T. Wassell, Bilston, was the solicitor for
the petitioning creditor.”

London Gazette 18/5/1894

“Lewis, Enoch Bailey. County Asylum, Stafford, lately trading at Wallbrook, in the parish of Sedgley, Staffordshire. Lunatic, not
so found by Inquisition, formerly Beerhouse Keeper and Grocer. Amount per Pound 20s (and interest at 4 per cent) payable May
21, 1894.”

1901 Census

37, Wallbrook Street — Tavern

[1] Richard Price (45), bricklayer, born Sedgley;
[2] Clara Price (37), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] Nellie Price (11), daughter, born Sedgley;

[4] Dick Price (9), son, born West Bromwich;
[5] Jenny Price (6), daughter, born Sedgley;

[6] Harry Price (2 months), son, born Sedgley:

Richard Price, beer retailer, Wallbrook. [1904]

1911 Census

Wallbrook Street — BUSH INN

[1] Richard Price (54), publican, born Sedgley;

[2] Clara Price (48), wife, married 23 years, assisting in business, born Sedgley;
[3] Nelley Price (21), daughter, assisting at home, born Birmingham;

[4] Richard Wilfred Price (19), son, assisting at home, born West Bromwich;

[5] Jenny Price (15), daughter, learning dress making, born Sedgley;

[6] Arthur Price (8), son, born Sedgley;

[7] George Price (4), son, born Sedgley:

Richard Price, beer retailer, Wallbrook Street. [1912]

Birmingham Daily Gazette 19/5/1915
“‘My Tobacco Had Run Out’.....

We have made an arrangement with Messrs. Martins Ltd. for the supply of parcels. One Shilling Has The Purchasing Power Of
2s 7d, and for each shilling subscribed by a reader were are able to send to the men of the Midlands Regiments at the front 50
Cigarettes, "4lb Tobacco.

These at retail prices would cost 2s 7d, and all packing expenses and postage are paid by ourselves.

This can only be done by sending large consignments to regiments, and does not refer to individual soldiers. These latter cost one



shilling each for postage.

In every parcel you subscribe for is a postcard addressed to you to enable the recipient of your gift to write and thank you, a per-
sonal note from a man on duty at the Front, which should be a cherished souvenir in the years to come.....

Miss N. Norton, BUSH INN, Coseley. £1”

[In September 1915, Master A. G. Price, BUSH INN, Wallbrook, Bilston, also donated £1.]

Mrs. Clara Jane Price, beer retailer, Wallbrook Street. [1916], [1921]
She was also a brewer.

1939 Register
37, Wallbrook Street

[1] Clara J. Price, date of birth 15/2/1864, licensee, widowed;
[2] Sarah E. Price, dob 21/1/1890, unpaid domestic duties, single;
[3] Arthur Price, dob 6/5/1902, brewer and public house manager, heavy worker, single:

Closed

BUSH +

COSELEY

OWNERS

LICENSEES

Abigail Harris [1835]

BUSH

52, (2), Summit Place, (Summit Lane), (Bush Lane), Gornalwood, LOWER GORNAL

OWNERS

Ann Guest

Joseph Stokes, rent collector, Dudley

Bindley and Co. Ltd., brewers, Burton on Trent
Ind Coope and Co. (1910) Ltd. (leased)

Ind Coope and Allsopp Ltd.

Ansells Ltd.

Holt, Plant and Deakin [1989]

Pubmaster

Punch Taverns

Patron Capital (acquired 5 March 2018)

LICENSEES

Stephen Hale [7820] — 1843)
Mrs. Nancy Hale [1845] — 1853);
Thomas Hale (1853);

John Fellows (1853 — 1864);
Edward Nicklin (1864 — /1870]
Mrs. Ann Guest [1869]

Thomas Smith [1871]-/1872]
Joseph Wright [1873]

Thomas Smith [1873] — 1877);
Thomas Thatcher (1877);



Daniel Moses Stanley (1877 — 1878);
Reuben Morris (1878 — 1885);

Mrs. Mary Morris (1885 —1902);

Edward Henry Hickman (1902 — 1905);
Benjamin Jones (1905 —1907);

Isaac Smart (1907 — 1909);

David White (1909 —1919);

John Edgar Wootton Bryan (1919 —1923);
William Cox (1923 - 1935);

John Fleming (1935 - 1936);

Lewis George Elston (1936 —1939);
Edwin Beesley (1939 — 1955);

Amelia Jane Beesley (1955 — 1956);

Mary Ann Mason (1956 — 1958);
Archibald Andrew Richardson (1958 — 1959);
George William Beswick (1959 —1967);
Stanley Uriah ‘Stan’ Witton (1967 — 1979);
Francis Michael Curley (1979 — 1985);
Sonia Desmonde Hughes (1985 —[1993]
John Joyce (2000 —[2018]

NOTES

Summit Place [1874]
2, Summit Place [1871], [1881], [1891], [1901]
Summit Lane [1912], [1916], [1921]

OLD BUSH [1833],[1901]

Reputedly haunted by the ghost of a former landlady. [Nancy Hale]
Stephen Hale = Stephen Hall

Stephen Hall, cooper and victualler, OLD BUSH, Gornal Wood. [1833]

1841 Census

Gornalwood

[1] Stephen Hale (50), publican, born Staffordshire;

[2] Ann Hale (50), born Staffordshire;

[3] George Hale (20), carpenter’s apprentice, born Staffordshire;
[4] Thomas Hale (15), born Staffordshire;

[5] Mariah Hale (23), born Staffordshire;

[6] Sophia Hale (16), born Staffordshire;

[7] Sarah Hale (13), born Staffordshire:

Worcestershire Advertiser 23/1/1843 - Died
“Jan 21%, aged 52 years, Mr. Stephen Hale, of the OLD BUSH INN, Gornal Wood, near Dudley, highly respected by all who knew
him.”

Nancy Hale = Nancy Hall

Morning Post 25/12/1845
“On Friday, the 19" instant, and by adjournment on Monday last, an inquest was held at the BUSH INN, Gornall Wood, before

T. M. Phillip, Esq, on the body of Hannah Collins, a married woman, about fifty-four years of age. The deceased, it appeared,
worked as a nailer, and on Tuesday week, complained to Mariah Marsh, who worked with her, that she was ill with ‘a rising light,’
and asked Marsh to give her some shot to swallow, saying she had taken some before for the same complaint, and they had done
her good. Marsh had none; but the next day Collins told Marsh she had taken some procured from a neighbour named Abbiss, and
was better. She began to work again, but died on Tuesday last. Mr. J. B. Browne, surgeon, stated that he had made a post mortem
examination of the body of the deceased, and found the right lung in a state of ossification, which was the cause of death. Verdict
accordingly.

(The swallowing of shot is, it appears, is a common practice at Gornall and the neighbourhood, in order to cure ‘a rising light’.)
Wolverhampton Chronicle.”



Wolverhampton Chronicle 5/8/1846
“The following inquests have been held before Thomas Moss Phillips, Esq, coroner.....

On Tuesday at the BUSH INN, Gornall Wood, on the body of Samuel Clark, whose death was occasioned by an explosion of
sulphur which took place in a stone pit in Prestwood Colliery. Verdict, Accidental Death.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 31/3/1847
“On Tuesday morning, a little before six o’clock, a lamentable occurrence took place at the Yew Tree Colliery, Kingswinford,

belonging to Mr. Benjamin Gibbons, by an explosion of gas, which severely burnt seven boys, who, it appeared, were engaged in

brushing out the sulphur of the pit. It was supposed a candle was left in one of the ‘headings’ which caused the explosion. We re-
gret to add four of the seven have since died, from injuries received; their names are Job Marsh, John Marsh, Noah Hodgetts, and

John Guy, and very little hope was entertained of the recovery of the others. An inquest was held on Thursday, at the house of Mr.
Stephen Hale, Gornal Wood, before T. M. Phillips, Esq, coroner, on the bodies of the boys, namely the two Marsh’s and Hodgetts’
and on the body of John Guy at TANSEY GREEN INN, Kingswinford, on the following day, but the proceedings were adjourned

in each instance till Thursday week. All the witnesses coincided in the opining that every precaution is invariably used to prevent
accident in the pit.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 29/11/1848
“On Thursday morning last, about a quarter past six o’clock, John Massey, who was thirty-eight years of age, was at work with an-

other man upon the pit bank at the bottom of the Dock, in the parish of Dudley, and whilst pushing a trolley towards the mouth of
the coal-pit, the trolley ran into and down the pit, Massey falling with it to the bottom, a distance of seventy yards. His dead body
was brought up shortly afterwards. It was deceased’s duty as banksman to push the runner (the waggon) over the mouth of the
pit directly a skip was drawn up, but upon the morning in question he omitted to did so, and as his eyes were towards the ground
when he was pushing the trolley over the pit, he did not observe that the runner was not in its proper place. He consequently fell
down the pit with the trolley. Thomas Lee, a collier, who was at work with in the hollows of the pit, was not more than two yards
from the spot where the trolley and deceased fell. At the inquest on the body of Massey, which was held on Saturday last, at the
BUSH INN, at Gornall Wood, before T. M. Phillips, Esq, coroner, the witnesses deposed to the foregoing circumstances, and gave
it as their opinion that the occurrence was accidental. The jury returned a verdict to that effect.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 12/12/1849
“On Wednesday last one of those fatal accidents which unhappily are too common in mining districts occurred to Joseph Perks, a

collier, forty years of age, whilst he was in the act of holeing in a coal pit, at the Oak Farm Colliery, in the parish of Kingswinford.
He had neglected to prop the coal, thinking that it was not necessary, and before he could get out of the way a large quantity, about
a ton of weight, suddenly fell upon him, by which his neck and one of his legs were broken, and he was killed on the spot. An
inquest was held on his body, on Thursday, at the BUSH, Gornal Wood, before T. M. Phillips, Esq, coroner; the jury returned a
verdict of Accidental Death.”

1851 Census

Bush Lane

[1] Nancy Hale (60), widow, victualler, born Sedgley;
[2] Thomas Hale (24), son, born Sedgley;

[3] Sarah Hale (21), daughter, born Sedgley:

Worcestershire Chronicle 12/1/1853 - Died
“Aged 61, Mrs. Nancy Hale, of the HOLLY BUSH INN, Gornal Wood.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 9/2/1853
“At a special Sessions for the division of Seisdon North, held on Monday last, for the transfer of victuallers’ licenses.....

The license of the BUSH INN, Gornall, Sedgley, from the executors of the late Nancy Hale to Thomas Hale.”

Worcestershire Advertiser 2/3/1853 - Married
“Feb 16", at St. James’s Church, Lower Gornal, by the Rev. J. Y. Rooker, incumbent, Mr. Thos. Hale, of the BUSH INN, to Eliza-
beth, eldest daughter of Mr. Jos. Beale, butcher, all of the above place.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 14/12/1853
“At the Public Office, on the 6" instant, a special sessions was held for transferring licenses.....

that of the Executor of Thomas Hale, of the BUSH, at Gornal, to John Fellows.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 19/3/1856 - Advert
“Barr’s Estate, Gornal Wood. Third Sale.

Valuable Freehold Dwelling Houses, Malthouse, Cottages, and Building Land, at Gornal Wood, in the parish of Sedgley, and
county of Stafford.

To be Sold by Auction, by T. W. Coldicott, at the house of Mr. Fellows, the BUSH INN, Gornal Wood, on Monday, the 31* of
March, 1856, at six o’clock in the evening, subject to conditions then to be read.....”



Wolverhampton Chronicle 1/4/1857 - Advert
“Valuable Freehold Building Land, at Gornal Wood, in the parish of Sedgley, and county of Stafford.

To be Sold by Auction, by Mr. T. W. Coldicott, at the house of Mr. John Fellows, BUSH INN, Gornal Wood, aforesaid, on Mon-
day next, at six o’clock in the evening, and subject to conditions to be then read.....”

1861 Census

From Himley Road to Cock Pits

[1] John Fellows (31), victualler, born Sedgley;
[2] Sarah Fellows (31), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] Samuel Hughes (10), nephew, born Sedgley:

Wolverhampton Chronicle 20/5/1863
“On Thursday last, an inquest was held at the OLD BUSH INN, Gornal Wood, on the body of Joseph Getting, aged 43. The de-

ceased was a miner, employed at the Bird’s Leasowes Colliery, and it appears that whilst at work on Monday last he was killed by
an unexpected fall of coal. Verdict, Accidental Death.”

Aris’s Birmingham Gazette 7/9/1865
“At the Police Court, yesterday, before Messrs. H. Ward and A. Sparrow, the following, whose names had been placed on the

‘black list,” had their licenses renewed.....
E. Nicklin, BUSH INN, Lower Gornal.”

Dudley Herald 6/6/1868
“Edward Nicklin of the BUSH INN, Gornal Wood ..... licensed victualler and shoemaker having been adjudged bankrupt in the
County Court of Worcestershire holden in Dudley on the 2™ day of June 1868.....”

Birmingham Daily Post 8/6/1869 - Advert
“Freehold Property, Gornal Wood.

To Be Sold By Auction, by Mr. John Bent, This day (Tuesday), June 8, at the house of Mrs. Guest, the BUSH INN, Gornal Wood,
Sedgley, at Six o’clock p.m.”

Aris’s Birmingham Gazette 28/8/1869
“The annual licensing meeting for the Bilston division took place yesterday, at the Police Court.....

The following is the list of the licensed victuallers who have been fined during the year.
Permitting Drunkenness ..... Ann Guest, OLD BUSH, Lower Gornal, 20s and costs.”

1871 Census

2, Summit Place — BUSH INN

[1] Thomas Smith (50), licensed victualler, born Rednal, Worcestershire;
[2] Mary Smith (53), wife, born Stourport;

[3] Mary Smith (19), daughter, born Wolverhampton;

[4] James Smith (14), son, born Tettenhall:

1881 Census

2, Summit Place

[1] Reuben Morris (37), licensed victualler, born Sedgley;
[2] Mary Morris (40), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] Sarah Jane Morris (16), daughter, born Sedgley;

[4] Ann Morris (11), daughter, born Sedgley;

[5] Mary Ann Morris (7), daughter, born Sedgley;

[6] Susannah Morris (2), daughter, born Sedgley:

County Express 19/11/1881

“On Wednesday last Mr. Phillips held an inquest at the BUSH INN, Gornal Wood, on the body of Zachariah Hickman (63), fur-
nace labourer, of Gornal Wood. The deceased’s body was found in the canal near Holling’s Bridge, Pensnett on Sunday last, and
it was thought that he accidentally fell into the water whist walking along the towing path on Saturday night. But as there was no
direct evidence to show how he got into the water, a verdict of Found Dead was returned.”

Birmingham Daily Post 26/6/1884
“Last night a mass meeting of miners was held at the BUSH INN, Lower Gornal, and after an address from the Chairman (a

miner) and Mr. H. Barnes, it was agreed unanimously not to accept notices unless legally given, and that the men should not go to
work if they could not get the old rate of wages. It was also agreed that the men should do their best to promote the Union among
the men. The meeting was most enthusiastic, and carried all the resolutions without dissent. It was resolved to come out if the
price (3s 8d) was not given.”



Dudley and District News 13/9/1884

“Reuben Morris, landlord of the BUSH INN, Summit Place, Gornal Wood, was summoned for permitting drunkenness in his
house on the 1 inst.

Police-constable Sutton stated that last Monday he visited the defendant’s house and found several colliers, who are on strike, in
the kitchen the worse for drink. Two of the men were very drunk, and all made use of disgusting language.

Mr. Homer said there had been an increase in drunkenness in the district during the past few weeks, and that day a large number of
colliers had been fined.

Police-constable Sutton stated since the colliers’ strike there had been a great deal of drunkenness in the district, and the police
were frequently called to quell disturbances. Every night the men were lying about the roads ‘like rotten sheep.’

The bench imposed a fine of £5 and costs. About twenty persons were fined for drunkenness.”

Reuben Morris was the son of Enoch and Sarah Morris (of the PIG AND WHISTLE, Old Hill).
He died on 15" June 1885.

1891 Census

2, Summit Place

[1] Mary Morris (52), innkeeper, born Sedgley;

[2] Mary Ann Morris (18), daughter, assistant, born Sedgley;
[3] Susannah Morris (12), daughter, scholar, born Sedgley;
[4] Elizabeth Morris (10), daughter, scholar, born Sedgley;
[5] Louisa Morris (9), daughter, scholar, born Sedgley:

Birmingham Daily Post 2/1/1893
“Mr. A. B. Smith (deputy coroner) held an inquest on Saturday at the BUSH INN, Lower Gornal, on the body of William Smart

(3), whose parents reside at Brook Lane, Gornal Wood. Whilst playing alone in front of the fire the child’s clothing caught fire,
and he was so badly burnt before assistance arrived that he died the same day. A verdict of Accidental Death was returned.”

Birmingham Daily Post 16/1/1893
“On Saturday afternoon Mr. A. B. Smith (deputy coroner) held an inquest at the BUSH INN, Gornal Wood, Sedgley, on the body

of a girl named Sarah Ann Jones, nineteen, whose parents reside at 15, Prospect Road, Gornal Wood.

Deceased, who was a tailoress, had suffered for some time fron St. Vitus’s dance, and had been attended by Dr. Biggam. Shortly
after partaking supper on the evening of the 10" inst she was taken ill, and died early the following morning. During the night she
frequently complained of violent pains in her head.

The father and a brother of the deceased alleged that several persons in the neighbourhood of their house had suffered in the same
way, the latter stating that he was suddenly taken ill on the morning of the 11" inst.

Dr. J. Biggam stated that as the result of the post mortem he had made, he attributed death to the breaking out of poisonous gases
— probably carbonic acid gas, mixed with others — from the flooring of the house and cellar where deceased lived, and in other
neighbouring houses. He was unable to account for the exudation of gas, but a cat left in the house on the night of the 11 was
found dead the following morning. He had no doubt deceased was poisoned by the gas, but was of opinion that if medical assis-
tance had been promptly obtained she might have recovered. Both her father and mother were at present suffering from the effects
of the gas, and he had advised them to leave the house.

Mr. J. Greenway (inspector of nuisances) stated that he had detected noxious gases in the house where deceased lived, and also in
the adjoining dwellings. In his opinion they were generated by burning pit mounds in the neighbourhood. He was of opinion that
the house and cellar should be relaid on a bed of sand at least a foot thick.

The jury returned a verdict to the effect that deceased was Accidentally Poisoned through inhaling carbonic acid gas.”

Birmingham Daily Post 17/1/1893
“Last evening Mr. Smith (deputy coroner) held an inquest at the BUSH INN, Gornal Wood, on the body of Hannah Jones (70), of

Prospect Road, Gornal Wood, who died under circumstances exactly similar to those surrounding the death of her daughter, who,
as reported in yesterday’s Post, was accidentally poisoned through inhaling carbonic acid gas.

It was shown that on the evening of the 10" inst the father, mother, daughter, and son of the Jones family were suddenly taken ill.
Early the following morning the daughter died, and the result of the post mortem made by Dr. Biggam disclosed the fact that she
had been poisoned by carbonic acid gas, which, it was supposed, was generated by burning pit mounds in the neighbourhood, and
was exuded through the flooring of the house and cellar. The father and son recovered, but the mother lingered until the 14" inst,
when she succumbed to the effects of the poisoning.

In reply to the coroner, Jonathon Jones, son of the deceased, said he had not taken steps to get another house, as he was hopeful
the noxious gas would not appear again.

The Coroner remarked that they were incurring great danger to live in such a place, as the gas might break out again at any time.
Dr. Biggam (medical officer) stated that he had informed the chairman of the Local Board of the occurrence, but no special meet-
ing had been convened for the purpose of taking steps in the matter. He was perfectly convinced that the death of the mother, as in
the case of the daughter was attributable to poisoning by inhaling carbonic acid gas. He had been unable to detect the presence of
any noxious gas in the house that day, but a short distance from the building he found carbonic acid gas three feet from the surface
of the ground.

A desultory conversation took place between the jurymen as to the cause of the presence of the gas in that neighbourhood, and the



general opinion was that the ventilation from the reopening of old mines in the locality had forced the noxious gas to the surface.
A verdict to the effect that deceased was Accidentally Poisoned through inhaling carbonic gas was returned.”

Birmingham Daily Post 31/3/1893
“Yesterday, at a special petty sessions — before Messrs. F. A. Homer, and S. Wilkes — a young man named Albert Flavell, residing

at Upper Gornal, was charged with being on the premises of the OLD BUSH INN, Gornal, for unlawful purposes. Prisoner was
drinking at the OLD BUSH on Sunday evening, and remained until closing time, when he left the premises. At about two o’clock
the next morning the occupants of the house were disturbed by hearing a noise, and on going downstairs found prisoner in the
smoke room pretending to be asleep. Prisoner, it was stated, must have climbed a wall eight feet high and broken into the premis-
es. He pleaded that he was drunk and did not know how he got into the house. The magistrates sentenced him to a months’ hard
labour.”

1901 Census

2, Summit Place — OLD BUSH INN

[1] Mary Morris (53), widow, licensed victualler, born Sedgley;
[2] Louie Morris (19), daughter, dressmaker, born Sedgley:

Tipton Herald 7/3/1903

“Sedgley Licensing Sessions ..... BUSH, Gornal Wood.

Objection was raised on the ground that the license was not required; premises in a dirty and insanitary condition; difficult of
police supervision.

Mr. W. Lees appeared for the owner.

Inspector Moss said the necessary alterations had been made.

The license was renewed.”

1911 Census

Summit Place - BUSH INN

[1] David White (29), bricklayer and publican, born Whitwick, Leicestershire;
[2] Alice White (27), wife, married 7 years, born Whitwick, Leicestershire;
[3] Sidney David White (5), son, born Whitwick, Leicestershire:

South Staffordshire Times 7/2/1920

“Bilston Licensing Sessions....

During the past year plans had been passed for the reconstruction or alteration of the undermentioned houses; LIMERICK INN,
Gornal Wood; BUSH INN, Gornal Wood; 10, Cinder Road, Gornal Wood; and the WOOD CROSS INN, Cinderhill; THREE
CUPS INN, Lanesfield; CASTLE INN, Bilston; BULLS HEAD INN, Ettingshall.

The reconstruction or alterations in the case of the LIMERICK INN, BUSH INN, 10, Cinder Road, and WOOD CROSS INN,
were in hand, but in the case of the other houses had not commenced ..... In the case of the reconstruction of the THREE CUPS
and CASTLE INN the contracts had been made in each for reconstruction.”

Bilston & Willenhall Times 21/3/1925

“On Monday, at Sedgley Police Court, William Cox, licensee of the BUSH INN, Gornal Wood, was summoned for selling beer to
certain persons during illegal hours; also with supplying beer during prohibited hours, but after the evidence of Inspector Parsons
and PC Warrender, and the defendants, the magistrates decided to dismiss both charges.”

Dudley Chronicle 8/9/1927

“Some 12 or 18 months ago it was thought the Sedgley, Upper Gornal and Lower Gornal District Friendly Society Committee
would become defunct owing to lack of funds to enable them to carry on with the good work, but the new president (Councillor
C. A. Pratt, JP) came along, and offered a cup for competition amongst the licensed houses and clubs of the district, the cup to be
held by the inn or club collecting the largest amount of money. The committee at once got to work, and to the surprise of all, the
new president’s move has more than justified itself by the magnificent financial result.

Very keen rivalry has been displayed throughout, more especially with the GREEN DRAGON HOTEL and the WOODMAN INN
boxes respectively, the GREEN DRAGON HOTEL having just come out on top, thus winning the cup for the first time.

It is very gratifying, indeed, in being able to state that the united efforts have raised £112 18s 2d, which has been placed in the
bank, and will, as necessity arises, be allocated to the various institutions.

The Contributions ..... BUSH INN, Lower Gornal, £1 14s 4d.”

[GREEN DRAGON, Upper Gornal, £26 11s 2d and WOODMAN INN, Lower Gornal, £25 2s 10d.]

Lewis George Elston was born on 19" June 1873 at Crediton, Devon.
Before becoming a publican he was a baker and grocer.
He was married to Edith Mary Elston, born on 12 June 1875 — see SWAN, Lake Street, Lower Gornal.

1939 Register
Summit Place — BUSH INN



[1] Lewis G. Elston, date of birth 19/6/1873, licensed victualler, married;
[2] Edith M. Elston, dob 12/6/1875, unpaid domestic duties, married;

Lewis George Elston died on 15" November 1943. Probate to Edith Mary Elston, widow, and Francis Thomas Elston [son],
licensed victualler. Effects £202.
Francis Thomas Elston — see LEOPARD, Horseley Heath, Tipton.

Lewis George Elston — see also WEST END, Wolverhampton Street, Dudley, FIVE WAY'S, Lake Street, Lower Gornal, BLUE
BOAR, Stone Street, Dudley, BRITISH OAK, Salop Street, Dudley, BEEHIVE, Tinchbourne Street, Dudley and SWAN, Lake
Street, Lower Gornal, Sedgley.

Birmingham Daily Gazette 28/2/1952
“Draw for the quarter finals of the Dudley Town FC darts cup competition is as follows: CALIFORNIA INN B (Blackheath) v

GPO (Wolverhampton) or NELSON INN A (Wednesbury), VICTORY INN A (Tipton) v BUSH INN A (Lower Gornal), Belgrave
Sports A (Blackheath) v CALIFORNIA INN A (Blackheath), Vono Sports (Tipton) v Ex-Servicemen’s Club (Bradley). These
matches must be completed by Saturday March 8.”

Tipton Herald 6/10/1956

“Lower Gornal Darby And Joan Building Fund.

A successful harvest home was held at the BUSH INN, Summit Place, on Sunday. The service was conducted by Mr. Bert Bux-
ton, soloist was Miss Madeline Hickman and Mr. E. Bradley (Chairman of the Building Fund) presided. The produce was sold on
Monday evening by Mr. Simeon Jeavons, and £52 was raised. To complete the series of harvest homes, a final one will be held

at the WHITE CHIMNEYS INN, to-morrow (Sunday), when the service will be conducted by Rev. Perry Smith. Councillor S.
Dews, Chairman of the Sedgley Council will preside.”

Stan Witton was married to Pat.

A football team was based here. [c.1974]

It opened as a Holt Plant & Deakin pub in 1989.
John Joyce’s partner was Kim Harvey.

[2018]

BUSH

Gornalwood, LOWER GORNAL

OWNERS

LICENSEES

James Wilkes [1835]

NOTES

Check JUNCTION.

BUSH

Coseley Street, Otley, SEDGLEY

OWNERS



LICENSEES

John Harris [1833] — [1834]

NOTES

Coseley Street [1833]
Otley [1834]

Wolverhampton Chronicle 21/04/1847
“On Thursday forenoon last, Samuel Brittain, a boy about six years and a half old, was badly burnt in his father’s garden, where

there was a fire, and near to which he was found, with his clothes in flames. Several persons immediately ran to his assistance,
and the flames were extinguished, but he died in the course of the afternoon. The inquest held on his body on Friday, at the
BUSH INN, Sedgley, before T. M. Phillips, Esq, coroner, the jury returned a verdict of Accidental Death.”

CABIN

10, Alderwood Precinct, Northway, SEDGLEY

OWNERS

Ansells Ltd.

Holt, Plant and Deakin

Allied Domecq Inns [1997]

Spirit Group (Punch Taverns) [2012]
Greene King [2018]

LICENSEES

Derek McAlinden [ ]

Roger Powell [1987]

Bill Kelly [1996]

Peter Guise [2003] —[2018]

NOTES

It opened in 1970.

It was originally called UNCLE TOM’S CABIN [1976], [1983]
It had a volleyball court [1993]

Daily Mirror 3/6/1997

“Our £3.5 Million Great Pub Giveaway gets a boost today from Budweiser — the most popular beer in the world. We’re offering
readers the chance to win one of four superb trips to the USA, home of Budweiser, the ‘King of Beers.’ [sic].....

All you have to do for your chance to win is answer the question and complete the tie-breaker on the entry form. Then add your
name and address and take the coupon to your nearest participating Allied Domecq Inns pub. When you buy a bottle of Bud-

weiser, hand your completed entry form to the bar staff and it will go into our luxury holidays competition ..... Where to get your
drinks.....

CABIN, 10 Alderwood Precinct, The Northway, Sedgley, Dudley.”

It became a leased house in November 2006.

Express & Star 11/10/2010

“Big screen sport in pubs across the Black Country is under threat as landlords are having to fork out thousands of pounds extra in
subscription fees. The cost of showing fixtures in pubs is becoming so expensive many smaller businesses say they are not be able
to afford it. Meanwhile publicans paying subscriptions say rivals showing sport illegally are undercutting their trade.

Licensee Pete Guise is paying an extra £3,000-a-year to have Sky Sports at the CABIN in Sedgley and says the huge increase in




Sky bills is denting his profits. Mr Guise, aged 49, is now paying £15,600 a year. Just five years ago it cost him £8,300. BAR
SPORT in Walsall pays £20,000 a year following a rise of £2,500 a month ago. Mr Guise reckons 10 per cent of his profits a year
are swallowed up by the fee but says pulling the plug on Sky Sports is not an option. He said, ‘The increase has had a massive
effect on my business. You’re charged on your rateable value and because I’ve a got a big car park I’'m in a higher band so I'm
charged more which is very unfair. Having Sky Sports is a must for me as I’ve built my business around it but I think there will
be a lot of smaller pubs who won’t be able to afford it.

Brothers Kalbir and Gurinder Singh run the HEN AND CHICKENS in Hill Top, West Bromwich, and say they are struggling.
Gurinder Singh, 26, said, ‘Eventually we won’t be able to have Sky Sports if the subscription keeps going up. What gets to us is
we are doing things the proper way but I know lots of pubs are showing the games illegally.’

BAR SPORT in Walsall has 60 screens and manager Simon Moore, 33, said, ‘Even though it is costing us more to have Sky we’ve
actually gained because the increase has affected a lot of smaller pubs.

The Association of Licensed Multiple Retailers represents the industry and boss Nick Bish said, ‘The situation is not helpful for
pubs in difficult times. More pubs will stop showing it but it’s sad because many pubs have built their business around lads and
sports.””

A knitting group met here on Tuesdays from 12 noon to 1.30pm. [2023]

[2023]

CASTLE HOUSE

9, Bridge Street, COSELEY

OWNERS

LICENSEES

James H Fryer [1939] - [1940]

NOTES

1939 Register
9, Bridge Street (2 of 3)

[1] James H. Fryer, date of birth 9/9/1880, gas stoves despatch clerk, married;
[2] Florence A. Fryer, dob 27/6/1885, shop assistant, wine lodge, married,

CHAPEL HOUSE

28, (89), Ruiton Street, LOWER GORNAL

OWNERS

Edward Parkes Cartwright

Charles Evans, brewer

Thomas Booth, Corbyn Hall Brewery, Pensnett

Cornelius Cartwright (acquired in 1870)

James Hughes, druggist (acquired on 11" September 1875 for £294)

John Kimberley, brewer, Sedgley (acquired on 1 November 1878 for £450)
Annie Corker (later Annie Cox Darby) (acquired on 28" July 1879)

Thomas Fox (acquired on 29" July 1889 for £350)

Charles Evans, Jolly Crispin, Upper Gornal (acquired on 21 January 1891 for £700)
Benjamin Evans

John E. Evans (acquired on 21* January 1911)

Thomas Booth (acquired on 20" June 1949)

John Seedhouse

Enoch Smart



Holdens Brewery (acquired on 30" September 1955 for £3,240)

LICENSEES

Isaac Fisher Snr. [1834] — 1866);
Benjamin Elwell (1866 — [ |

Richard Oakley [ ]-1869);

John Worton (1869 — ]

Isaac Fisher [1870]

John Worton [1870]-/1872]

Edward Parkes Cartwright [ ]— 1873);
Caroline Bickley (1873 —1875);
Charles Henry Cartwright Hughes (1875);
Benjamin Smith (1875 — 1876);
Amelia Dickin (1876 — 1878);
Benjamin Timmington (1878);

Simon Dando (1878 — 1882);

Mrs. Annie Cox Corker (1882 — 1883);
Thomas Turner (1883 — 1884);

Annie Cox (Turner) Darby (1884 — 1887);
Richard Cartwright (1887 — 1888);
Mary Cartwright (1888 — 1890);
Thomas Fox Snr. (1890 — 1891);
Charles Evans (1891 — 1892);

John Hickman (1892 —1906);
Benjamin Evans [1901]

Mrs. Elizabeth Ann (Evans) Bellamy (1906 — 1912);
Enoch Smart (1912 —1934);

William Ernest Bartlett (1934 — 1938);
Henry Horan (1938 —1939);

Reuben Joseph Walker (1939 — 1948);
Alice Walker (1948 — 1949);

Sarah Smart [ ]

Henry Nock (1949 — 1954);

George Turner (1954 —[ ]

Thomas Booth [ ]

Absalom Horton (1954 — 1972);
James ‘Jim’ Hollis (1972 —1983);
Rosemary Joy Jones (1983 —1986);
Keith William Upton (1986 — 1990);
Thomas ‘Tommy’ Poulton (1990 — ]
Kay Richards [1993]

Sarah M Pritchard (2001 —[2004]
Joanne Evans (2013 — 2015);

Heather Bowman (2015-1]

James Stevens (2016 — [2023]

NOTES

89, Ruiton Street [1871], [1891], [1901], [1911]
28, Ruiton Street [1939]

Black Country Bugle 14/4/2005

‘The Birth Of A Gornalwood Church....."

“One of the most famous pubs in Gornal is the MINERS ARMS, which is still known to locals by its original name of the CHAP-
EL HOUSE, despite the fact that its title was officially changed way back in 1882! The name came about when a group of local
Methodists, known as the Gornal Ranters, were given encouragement by the Darlaston Circuit. From 1820, they began meeting in
cottages in the Gornal area, and were allowed to use the back room at the pub for their meetings ..... they acquired their own place
of worship in nearby Lake Street in 1841.....”

Village Voice (November 2021)
“It seems that there is hardly a pub in the Black Country that doesn’t have its own resident ghost.....




In Gornal, the MINERS ARMS (now called the CHAPEL HOUSE) in Ruiton Street allegedly had a poltergeist that regularly
moved round all the furniture, including a heavy wooden cabinet, in the bar. No damage was ever done and nothing was taken; all
the windows and doors were locked so outside assistance could be discounted.”

Black Country Bugle (July 1982) - Pub of the Month

“Ask a Gornal bloke for directions to the MINERS ARMS and he will probably be a little puzzled. Ask him to direct you to the
CHAPEL HOUSE, and he will immediately send you to a cosy little hostelry in Ruiton Street.

Which is not really surprising when you learn that the ancient pub was officially listed as the CHAPEL HOUSE in Pigot’s Direc-
tory way back in 1834 ..... Owner and licensee of the CHAPEL HOUSE in 1834 was one Isaac Fisher. Twenty years later, in
1854, Isaac Fisher was still listed as Mine Host of the CHAPEL HOUSE ..... Prior to 1834 it is believed that a few pioneering
Methodists met for worship in the tiny back room of the CHAPEL HOUSE, hence its original sign ..... Still remembered by the
not so young is Aynuck Smart, who was the last of the owners to brew his own beer. He was followed by W. E. Bartlett at the time
when John Seedhouse’s Brewery bought the house. Around 1954 another unforgettable character became the mine host of the
MINERS ARMS. He was the late 4bsalom (‘appy) Horton who continued to dispense potent ales and jovial spirits for seventeen
happy years ..... It has dispensed Holdens palatable ales for the past twenty odd years.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 11/5/1836
“William Whitton and Henry Raybould appeared to answer a charge of maliciously plucking a large quantity of growing leeks in

the garden of Isaac Fisher, public-house-keeper in Lower Gornal. The complainant proved that on the night of the 28" of April he
found as many leeks as a man could carry plucked out of his garden, and thrown over a hedge into a neighbour’s premises. Har-
riet Bradney, niece of the complainant, stated that as she was going to get some nails, about eleven o’clock at night from the shop,
she saw the defendants getting her uncle’s leeks; she told her sister, who came out, and on seeing them the men ran away.

Her sister confirmed this, and both witnesses stated that they knew the defendants and were quite confident they were not mistak-
en, for it was quite moonlight.

On behalf of Raybould, his mother stated that he was a-bed by half-past ten o’clock; and Whitton’s sister declared that he was also
a-bed by half-past nine. This testimony, however, though persevered in, was given in such a manner that it failed to obtain credit
with the Magistrate (Mr. Briscoe), and an assertion being made that the charge was trumped up against the defendants because
they would not use the complainant’s house, where it was alleged card-playing was carried on at improper hours, Mr. Briscoe in-
quired the character of the house from the constable of the place, who stated he personally did not know of the card-playing never
being in the house at the times stated, but he had heard talk that it took place. The defendants were then fined 5s each and costs.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 15/6/1842
“Joseph Cartwright was charged by Isaac Fisher, a publican, residing at Upper [sic] Gornal, with an assault of a very violent de-

scription. The complainant had refused to draw any more beer for the defendant, upon which he (defendant) struck him violently
on the mouth, knocking out several of his teeth, and leaving him insensible on the floor; the defendant afterwards threw stones at
the complainant’s windows. For this outrage he was fined by the magistrates £3 with costs, in default of payment to be committed
for two months.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 14/5/1845
“Isaac Fisher, an alehouse keeper, of Gornal, was summoned for suffering disorderly conduct in his house on the night of the 26™

ult. but was cautioned and ordered to pay expenses only.”
Charles Henry Cartwright Hughes was born in the 2" quarter of 1848.
Isaac Fisher, beer retailer, Lower Gornal. [1849], [1850], [1870]

1851 Census

Lower Gornal

[1] Isaac Fisher (67), victualler, born Sedgley;

[2] Ann Fisher (59), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] Elizabeth Fisher (18), daughter, house duty, born Sedgley;
[4] Thomas Fisher (15), son, stone miner, born Sedgley:

1861 Census
Main Street, Lower Gornal
[1] Isaac Fisher (77), widower, publican, born Lower Gornal:

Birmingham Daily Post 8/12/1863
“Yesterday Mr. T. M. Phillips, Coroner, held an inquest at the house of Mr. Fisher, the CHAPEL HOUSE, relative to the sad death

of a girl named Honor Bennett, aged ten years. Sarah Fellows, who is about the same age as the deceased deposed that on Thurs-
day last, about mid-day, deceased was near the canal, close by Foster’s Works, when, the wind being so very boisterous, deceased
was blown into the water. She (witness) screamed for help, but the assistance her cries brought was to no avail, for the deceased
sank in the water, and when got out was dead. The jury returned a verdict of Accidental Death.”



Aris’s Birmingham Gazette 27/8/1870
“The annual sessions for the renewal of existing and the granting of new licenses to licensed victuallers and beersellers in Bilston

and Sedgley, was held yesterday at the Police Court, Bilston.....

All the applications for renewal of licenses were granted except the following, who had been fined for various offences during the
year, and whose applications for renewal were adjourned until the adjourned licensing day, November 30 ..... Licensed Victual-
lers.....

John Worton, CHAPEL HOUSE, Gornal.”

1871 Census

89, Ruiton Street - CHAPEL HOUSE

[1] John Worton (30), licensed victualler and bricklayer, born Sedgley;
[2] Eliza Worton (32), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] Elizabeth Worton (7), daughter, scholar, born Sedgley;

[4] John Worton (5), son, scholar, born Sedgley;

[5] Thurza Worton (4), daughter, scholar, born Sedgley;

[6] William Worton (1), son, born Sedgley;

[7] Emily Bate (14), general servant, born Sedgley;

[8] Benjamin Handley (56), widower, lodger, labourer, born Shropshire:

Dudley Herald 13/4/1872 - Advert
“Sale ..... old licensed public house, large garden and premises called the CHAPEL HOUSE in the occupation of John Wootton,
situate in Lower Gornal.....”

Caroline Bickley = Caroline Vickler = Caroline Oakley

Birmingham Daily Post 30/8/1873
“Yesterday the annual licensing meeting for Bilston and the neighbourhood was held in the Petty Sessions Court.....

The proceedings opened by Chief Superintendent McCrea presenting his annual ‘black list.” In doing so he remarked that it only
indicated eleven offenders, whilst a twelvemonth ago there were twenty-nine. This comparison, he considered, was the clearest
substantiation of the beneficial operation of the recent Licensing Act. The names of the offending licensed victuallers were.....
Caroline Oakley, CHAPEL HOUSE, Lower Gornal.....

The committee stated that the licenses of all the persons contained in the ‘list’ would be suspended until the adjourned licensing
sessions, to be held on the 26" proximo.”

Birmingham Daily Post 27/9/1873
“Bilston Adjourned Annual Licensing Sessions. These Sessions were held yesterday.....

There were in the list of applicants two more names, those of Caroline Oakley, CHAPEL HOUSE INN, Lower Gornal; and Da-
vide Walters, GATE HANGS WELL, Coseley; but theses licenses were not renewed because the parties did not appear in Court to
answer their names.”

Staffordshire Advertiser 15/11/1873

“Charles Henry Cartwright Hughes, landlord of the CHAPEL HOUSE INN, Lower Gornal, was charged with permitting drunk-
enness in his house. A police-man stated that he visited the house on the 4% inst, and found several men drinking in the house,
four of whom were drunk. Another policeman corroborated this statement, and the defendant was fined £5 and cost.”

Dudley Herald 1/1/1876

“Epitome Of Local Events For 1875. 22nd November.

At the Sedgley Police Court, Benjamin Smith, landlord of the CHAPEL HOUSE INN, Lower Gornal, was fined £5 and costs for
permitting drunkenness in his house.”

Dudley Herald 12/2/1876

“Benjamin Smith, of the CHAPEL HOUSE INN, Lower Gornal, was charged with allowing drunkenness in his house, on the 29*
ult. Police-constables Rowland and Moffatt visited the house, and found ten or twelve persons drinking there. A person named
Joseph Whitehouse was in a drunken state in the tap room, and on getting up, reeled about and had to be assisted home. The son
of the defendant said he only supplied Whitehouse with one pint of ale, and that was all the defendant had in the house, and he
then appeared sober, and witness was not aware he was drunk. A conviction for permitting drunkenness was proved against the
same defendant in November last.

Fined £5 and costs, the Court saying that they would not endorse the license on that occasion.”

County Express 17/6/1876 - Advert

“Unreserved Sale. On Monday June 19%, 1876, CHAPEL HOUSE, Lower Gornal.

To Publicans, Brokers And Others.

Mr. John Bent will Sell by Auction, on Monday, June 19", 1876 (under a Bill of Sale,) the whole of the Public-house Fixtures,
Brewing Plant, Trade Utensils, and Household Furniture, consisting of Wrought and Cast iron Boilers, Cooling Vats, Bearers and




Piping, 14 Bushel Malt Tub, Wort Sieve, Coolers and Tubs, capital Malt Crusher, well-seasoned Ale Casks, Hogsheads and Half
Hogshead ditto, Pocket and a Half of Prime Worcester Hops 1875, Gathering Tubs, Four-pull Beer machine, Taps and Piping,
Cup and Glass Shelving, Pewter Ale Measures, Jugs, Cups, and Ale Glasses, Screens, Benches, Drinking Tables, Gas Fittings and
Piping, Licenses, Stock of Ale, Garden Produce, and other Effects, belonging to Mr. Benjamin Smith.

Sale to commence at Eleven o’clock prompt.”

London Gazette 20/6/1876

“The Bankruptcy Act, 1869. In the County Court of Worcestershire, holden at Dudley.

In the Matter of Proceedings for Liquidation by Arrangement or Composition with Creditors, instituted by Benjamin Smith, of the
CHAPEL HOUSE INN, Lower Gornal, in the county of Stafford, Licensed Victualler.

Notice is hereby given, that a First General Meeting of the creditors of the above-named person has been summoned to be held

at the house of Mr. Joshua Cartwright, the WHITE CHIMNEYSS INN, Lower Gornal aforesaid, Innkeeper, on the 3rd day of July,
1876, at half-past ten o’clock in the forenoon precisely.

Dated this 17th day of June 1876.

Gould and Elcock, Stourbridge, Solicitors for the said Benjamin Smith.”

County Express 2/9/1876

“At the Sedgley Police Court on Tuesday, John Cartwright, fruiterer, was charged with being drunk and refusing to quit the
CHAPEL HOUSE INN, Lower Gornal, on the 20" inst. Defendant was fined £2 and costs for being drunk and 5s and costs for
refusing to quit.

William Middleton was also fined £2 and costs for a similar offence.

Edward Slater was also fined £1 and costs.”

County Advertiser 29/6/1878 - Advert

“To be Let, Two of the Best Old-Licensed Public-Houses.

The CHAPEL HOUSE, Lower Gornal; selling over 200 gallons a week; coming-in £50; and
The COCK INN, Harts Hill, one of the best houses in the district.

Apply to Mr. Isaac Richards, COCK INN, Harts Hill, who is retiring from all business.”

Dudley Herald 26/4/1879 - Advert

“CHAPEL HOUSE INN, Lower Gornal.

To Be Let, extensive premises, Brewing Plant; Full Licensed; In-coming £100; Rent £20.
Jas. Whitehouse, Auctioneer and Valuer, High Street, Dudley.”

Ann Corker = Ann Cawker

Dudley and District News 9/12/1882

“Jas. Ball (17), James Green (16), both labourers, residing in Ruiton Street, Lower Gornal, and George Hunt (17), labourer,
Strickley Road, Lower Gornal, were charged with stealing a quantity of oat straw, the property of William Foster, of the Straits
and Woodsetton; Ann Cawker, of the CHAPEL HOUSE, Ruiton Street, was charged with feloniously receiving the straw. Mr. W.
H. Tinsley appeared for Cawker.

The evidence showed that on the night of the 30" ult. the prisoners broke into the prosecutor’s barn and took a quantity of oat
straw, and afterwards sold it to Cawker.

In reply to the Bench, PC Sutton stated that upon apprehending the youths, Hunt said ‘I took the straw by the directions of Mrs.
Cawker, and she gave me a quart of ale for it.’

The three youths pleaded guilty, and Mr. Tinsley urged that the justices could not convict Cawker of receiving the straw with felo-
nious intent, as she gave the youths a quart of ale, which was the full value of the straw.

Hunt and Green stated that whilst they were drinking the ale, they told Cawker that they had stolen the straw.

The Bench fined Hunt £1 and costs, and Green and Ball 10s and costs each. Cawker was remanded until Wednesday, when the
case was dismissed.”

Thomas Turner died on 13™ March 1884.

Darlaston Weekly Times 17/5/1884
“At Bilston, yesterday, the following license transfers were granted.....
CHAPEL HOUSE INN, Lower Gornal, from the executors of Thomas Turner to A. C. Turner.”

Annie Cox Turner married Joseph John Darby in 1886.

Richard Cartwright died on the 10" May 1888.

Birmingham Daily Post 8/10/1890
“At the Police Court, yesterday, Thomas Fox, 90, Ruiton Street, Lower Gornal, applied for the transfer to himself of the license

of the CHAPEL HOUSE INN, Ruiton, from Mary Cartwright. Chief-superintendent Longden opposed the application stating



that sometime ago, when Fox kept the BLACK HORSE INN, Bilston, that house was very badly conducted. The application was
refused.”

Birmingham Daily Post 18/10/1890
“At Bilston Police Court, yesterday.....

Mr. Gillespie, of Walsall, made an application for the transfer of the license of the CHAPEL HOUSE INN, Rinton, from Mary
Cartwright to Thomas Fox, landlord of the NAVIGATION INN, West Bromwich. A previous application on behalf of the appli-
cant’s son for a transfer was granted conditionally upon Fox promising that his son should not visit the house.”

Dudley Herald 15/11/1890 - Advert
“For sale ..... CHAPEL HOUSE INN, Ruiton Street ..... Home brewed house ..... Rent £10 8s 0d per annum ..... Tap Room, Bar,
Parlour, Four Bedrooms, Two Cellars, Brewhouse, Washhouse, together with Piggery, Outbuildings and Extensive Gardens....”

Birmingham Daily Post 24/1/1891
“At Bilston yesterday, Charles Evans, landlord for the JOLLY CRISPIN INN, Clarence Street, Upper Gornal, applied for the

license of the CHAPEL HOUSE, Ruiton, to be transferred from Thomas Fox to himself. It was explained that the applicant had
bought the CHAPEL HOUSE, and intended to live there, and obtain a tenant for the JOLLY CRISPIN INN. Chief-superintendent
Longden objected to the transfer, on the ground that the applicant intended to hold both licenses. The application was refused.”

The name was changed to MINERS ARMS in the licensing register on 10" February 1891.
Charles Evans was a brewer.

1891 Census

89, Ruiton Street

[1] Charles Evans (34), licensed victualler, born Netherton;
[2] Prudence Evans (39), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] Elizabeth A. Evans (6), daughter, scholar, born Sedgley;
[4] Prudence B. Evans (3), daughter, born Sedgley;

[5] Charles Evans (1), son, born Sedgley;

[6] Patience Hickman (20), general servant, born Sedgley:

Birmingham Daily Post 9/6/1891
“Yesterday, at Sedgley Police Court — before Mr. Homer and Mr. Wilkes — Igal Allen, ginger beer maker, High Street, Dudley, was

charged under the Merchandise Marks Act with selling ginger beer in bottles bearing other manufacturer’s trade marks or names.
Mr. Jesse Herbert (instructed by the Birmingham and Midland Mineral-water Trade Protection Society; and Mr. Frank Deeley
defended.

Mr. Herbert said it was not a question of fraud or of supplying an inferior article; it was an offence against the Act to put water in
another person’s bottles. Mr. Igal Allen could not plead ignorance of the law, for he had previously apologised to the society for a
similar offence, and on withdrawal of the proceedings he had paid the costs, and promised not to repeat the offence.

John Poole, bottle inspector of the society, said he went to the house of Charles Evans, MINERS ARMS, Lower Gornal, and there
found a box with the defendant’s name on twenty-four bottles of mineral-water, and not one of the bottles bore the named of Igal
Allen. Mrs. Evans said she bought the water from Mr. Allen.

Charles Groves, mineral-water manufacturer, Coseley, said the bottles produced from Mr. Allen’s box bore his (Mr. Grover’s)
trademark, and was his property.

By Mr. Deeley: He did not consider it usual for a licensed victualler to put bottles out of one case into another to make room. By
such a course there might be bottles with two names in one case.

Mrs. Evans, the landlady, said she bought off Mr. Allen, Mr. Marsh, and Mr. A. Allen. Her husband bought the box in the present
case from Mr. Igal Allen.

By Mr. Deeley: Sometimes his half-boxes were made into one to make room in the bar.

For the defence Mr. Deeley submitted that no evidence had been given that his client, Igal Allen, sold the ginger beer, for Mr. Ev-
ans had not been called, and Mrs. Evans was not present at any such sale, if one took place. Further than this, the woman admit-
ted that bottles were sometimes changed for convenience.

He called the defendant, Igal Allen, who swore that he filled the bottles delivered on the morning in question, but not one of them
contained anything but his own manufacture, and all twenty-four had his name on. He was not a member of the association, but
he had returned hundreds of strange bottles to the society.

By Mr. Herbert: He would swear that the bottles produced in court with Mr. Groves’s name on was not in the box when it left his
place in Dudley. None of the twenty-four bottles had any other name on but his or his father’s (E. Allen), which was the same
thing. He had heard it sworn in court that day that not one of the twenty-four had his name on; but he would still swear that all the
bottles in the box he supplied to Evans on the day in question bore his name or his dead father’s.

This was the case, re Groves. The Bench considered the charge proved and fined defendant £5 and costs.

Mr. Herbert said that with respect to the other charges (eleven) against the defendant, the society, with the assent of the Bench
would withdraw them on payment of the costs. The Bench expressed their willingness that that should be so. Mr. Herbert thanked
the Bench and asked for counsels’ fee, which was granted. The fine and costs amounted to nearly £13.”



Birmingham Daily Post 21/6/1893
“Last evening Mr. A. B. Smith (deputy coroner) held an inquest at the MINERS ARMS, Lower Gornal, respecting the death of

William Ernest Ball (18), Ruiton Street, Lower Gornal. It appeared that on Monday afternoon Ball and two other young men were
bathing in what is known as the Stone Bridge Extension Canal, when deceased, who was unable to swim, got out of his depth and
was drowned before effective assistance could be rendered him. A verdict of Accidental Death was returned.”

1901 Census

89, Ruiton Street - CHAPEL HOUSE INN

[1] Benjamin Evans (54), colliery engine driver (above ground), born Dudley;
[2] Sarah Evans (48), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] Joseph Evans (22), son, carpenter, born Sedgley;

[4] Rhoda Evans (16), daughter, none, born Sedgley;

[5] John Evans (14), son, stoker at colliery engine (above ground), born Sedgley;
[6] Francis Evans (11), son, born Sedgley;

[7] William Evans (9), son, born Sedgley;

[8] Enoch Evans (15), nephew, carpenter, born Sedgley;

[9] Prudence Evans (13), niece, born Sedgley;

[10] Charles Evans (11), nephew, born Sedgley;

[11] Lucy Jones (23), general servant, born Sedgley:

Tipton Herald 26/9/1903

“On Tuesday se’night an invitation supper was given to a number of friends by Mr. John Hickman, MINERS ARMS INN, Lower
Gornal. About 40 sat down to an excellent repast, ably served by Mrs. John Hickman. After the cloths were removed Mr. Alex
Paterson was elected to the chair, and Mr. Evans to the vice chair. The following programme was ably rendered: Song, ‘Sailing,’
Mr. John Jones; song, ‘Mother,” Mr. Peter Mason; song, ‘Marguerite,” Mr. Tom Cartwright; recitation, ‘The Newsboy,” Mr. George
Brockton; song, ‘The Lost Chord,” Mr. John Clark jun; song, ‘Annie Laurie,” Mr. Paterson; song, ‘The Anchor’s Weighed;’ duet,
‘Larboard Watch,” Messrs. Henry Marsh and Jim Bradley. A hearty vote of thanks was passed to Mr. and Mrs. John Hickman, the
chairman, and vice-chairman, and to the visitors.”

Staffordshire Advertiser 28/5/1904

“Alfred Goode, miner, Lake Street, Lower Gornal, was charged with assaults. He went to the MINERS ARMS INN, Lower
Gornal, and being the worse for drink was ordered to leave. He refused to go and assaulted the landlord and two policemen, who
were called. For the assault on the landlord he was sentenced to 14 days, for assaulting the police one months’ hard labour, and
for refusing to quit 10s and costs.”

Elizabeth Ann Evans married James Henry Bellamy on 4" August 1906.

1911 Census

89, Ruiton Street

[1] James H. Bellamy (28), electrician, born Tipton;

[2] Elizabeth Bellamy (26), wife, married 4 years, born Sedgley;

[3] John Albert Bellamy (3), son, born Sedgley;

[4] John Enoch Evans (25), brother in law, brewer at own account, born Sedgley;
[5] Mary E. Davies (19), general servant, born Sedgley:

County Express 9/9/1911 - Advert

“To Brewers, Wine and Spirit Merchants, Maltsters, and Others.

The Estate of the late Mr. Charles Evans, to close the Trust.

Important Announcement of Sale By Auction of a Valuable Fully-licensed Freehold Public-House, The MINERS ARMS INN, or
more commonly known as The CHAPEL HOUSE, Ruiton Street, Lower Gornal, situate in a populous district and doing a first-
class trade, particulars of which may be obtained on the premises.

Ernest Davies has been favoured with instruction from the Representatives of the late Mr. Charles Evans, to Sell By Auction, upon
the Premises, on Tuesday, September 19", 1911, at 7 o’clock in the Evening precisely, subject to Conditions of Sale, the above
Substantially-erected Double-fronted Fully-Licensed property, containing Entrance Hall, Tap Passage, Smoke Room, Serving Bar,
long Club Room, Living Room, Three Bed Rooms, Spirit Room, Stores, and Two Large Cellars. In Paved Yard at back, with Side
Entrance from Ruiton Street, are recently-erected Outbuildings and well-fitted Brewery, the whole being self-contained and in
good condition.

At the rear of the above, with separate entrance thereto, is a large and productive garden, which, at small cost could easily be con-
verted into a Bowling Green, for which, in this district there is a growing demand.

The House has been in the hands of the present family for upwards of 20 years, and the Sale affords to Brewers, Licensees, and
Others an exceptional opportunity of acquiring an excellent property with a valuable connection.

Further particulars may be obtained of Messrs W. A. and H. M. Foster, Solicitors, Wolverhampton; or the Auctioneer, 188, High
Street, Dudley.”




County Express 19/7/1913 - Advert

“Highly Important Announcement of Sale by Auction of Fourteen Freehold Fully-Licensed and On-Beerhouse Properties, in and
around Coseley, Bilston, Darlaston, Sedgley, and Tipton.

Alfred W. Dando & Co. have received instructions to Sell by Auction, at the STAR AND GARTER HOTEL, Wolverhampton,

on Tuesday, July 22, 1913, at 6.30 for 7 o’clock in the Evening precisely, subject to Conditions of Sale then to be produced, as
follows.....

Lot 1. The SWAN INN, Darkhouse Lane, Deepfields, Coseley (fully-licensed), as occupied by Mr. Davies, together with the Two
Dwelling Houses adjoining, being Nos.10 and 16, Darkhouse Lane.

Lot 2. The PAINTERS ARMS INN, Avenue Road, Coseley (fully-licensed), as occupied by Mr. Davies.

Lot 3. The RED LION INN, Castle Street, Coseley (Beechouse-on), with large area of Land, as occupied by Mr. John Groves.

Lot 4. The IVY HOUSE INN, Ivy House Lane, Coseley (fully-licensed) as occupied by Mr. Cahill or his under-tenant, together
with the Dwelling House, Numbered 23, Ivy House Lane, occupying a large area of land.

Lot 5. The SUMMER HOUSE INN, School Street, Roseville, Coseley (Beerhouse-on), as let to Mr. G. W. Davies.

Lot 6. The ROLLING MILL INN, Millfield Road, Bilston (Beerhouse-on), extending to and fronting Union Street, with large
area of Land, as occupied by Mr. Eli Cresswell.

Lot 6a. Union Street. Two Unnumbered Dwelling Houses adjoining the above, with large walled-in Yard and Outbuildings, as let
to John Beaton and David Lloyd.

Lot 7. The BARLEY MOW INN, Oxford Street, Bilston (Beerhouse-on), as occupied by Mrs. Sarah Hughes.

Lot 8. The CALIFORNIA INN, Hatton Street, Bradley, near Bilston(Beerhouse-on), as occupied by Mr. John Morgan, with the
Five Dwelling Houses, being No.38, California Street, and Nos.1 to 7 (odd numbers), at the rear of same.

Lot 9. The PRINCE OF WALES, Walsall Road, between Darlaston and Wednesbury (Beerhouse-on), as occupied by Mr. Thomas
Burfoot.

Lot 10. The NEW INN, The Green (opposite Horton Street), Darlaston (6-day Licence Beerhouse-on), as occupied by Mrs.
Snape.

Lot 11. The MINERS ARMS INN, Ruiton Street, Lower Gornal (fully-licensed), as let to Mr. Enoch Smart.

Lot I1a. Nos.90 and 91, Ruiton Street, Lower Gornal. Two Excellent Cottages adjoining the above, with pleasant Gardens and
the usual Outbuildings.

Lot 12. The SHAKESPEARE INN, Kent Street, Upper Gornal (fully-licensed), as occupied by Mr. Isaac Smart.

Lot 13. The CABIN INN, Kent Street, Upper Gornal (Beerhouse-on), as occupied by Mr. Joshua Bradley.

Lot 14. The BOAT INN, Boat Row, off Park Lane West, Tipton (fully-licensed), as occupied by Mr. John Johnson, with the
Dwelling House, No.14 adjoining.

Auctioneers’ Notes: The foregoing 14 Licensed Houses, 6 of which are Fully-licensed and 8 On-Beerhouses, form as a whole,
one of the most important lots of Licensed Properties brought under the hammer in the district within recent years. They have
been carefully acquired from time to time, and are situate in well-populated localities, for the most part within easy distance of the
largest works in Staffordshire.

The Houses are held either on short tenancies or under management, and in most cases possession may be had of the goodwill

of the various businesses upon completion of the purchases; a fine opportunity therefore presents itself to Brewers wishing to in-
crease their barrelage, or to private individuals desiring to embark in the trade. The Houses as a whole are in good order, commo-
dious, well arranged, and doing genuine trades.

Further detailed particulars may be obtained from of Messrs. Hall, Pratt and Pritchard, Solicitors, Bilston; or the Auctioneers,
Dudley.”

Enoch Smart was fined 5s and costs, on 7" December 1914 for supplying liquor to a child under 14, without having the vessel
sealed and corked.
He was fined 26s and costs for the same offence on 5" February 1917.

Birmingham Daily Post 8/5/1915 - Advert
“Under A Deed Of Assignment.

Re Richard Sidney Wilson, trading as R. S. Wilson & Son.

Preliminary Announcement Of Sale By Auction of Eleven Freehold, Fully-Licensed and On-Beerhouse Properties, Brewery Prem-
ises & Dwelling Houses in and around Darlaston, Sedgley, Coseley, Bilston, Tipton, Ackleton, and Bridgnorth.

Alfred W. Dando & Co. have received instructions from R. H. Jonson, Esq. (Messrs. Muras and Co., Chartered Accountants,
Wolverhampton), the Trustees as above, to Sell by Auction early in June, the following Properties.

The PRINCE OF WALES INN, Walsall Road, between Darlaston and Wednesbury (Beerhouse-On).

The MINERS ARMS INN, Ruiton Street, Lower Gornal (Fully Licensed), and Two Cottages.

The SWAN INN, Darkhouse Lane, Deepfields, Coseley (Fully Licensed), and Two Dwelling Houses.

The BARLEY MOW INN, Oxford Street, Bilston (Beerhouse-On).

The ROLLING MILL INN, Millfield Road, Bilston (Beerhouse-On), and Two Cottages.

The CALIFORNIA INN, Hatton Street, Bradley, near Bilston (Beerhouse-On), and five Dwelling Houses.

The BOAT INN, Boat Row, off Park Lane West, Tipton (Fully Licensed).

The RED LION INN, Castle Street, Coseley, (Beerhouse-On).

The SUMMER HOUSE INN, School Street, Roseville, Coseley (Beerhouse-On).

The CABIN INN, Kent Street, Upper Gornal (Beerhouse-On).



The Folly Inn, Ackleton, 5% miles from Bridgnorth and Albrighton, and about 10 miles from Wolverhampton (Beerhouse-On),
with Cottage Residence.

The Castle Brewery, Bridgnorth, with Fixed Plant.

Further particulars will appear in future announcements.

Auctioneer’s Offices, 193, Wolverhampton Street, Dudley. (Tele.56).”

Catalogue for Auction on 2/6/1915

“Under a Deed if Assignment. Re Richard Sidney Wilson, trading as R. S. Wilson &Son.

Highly Important Announcement of Sale by Auction of Eleven Freehold Fully Licensed and On-Beerhouse Properties, Brewery
Premises and Dwelling Houses.....

The following Eleven Licensed Houses, Three of which are Fully-Licensed and Eight On-Beerhouses, together with the Brewery,
form as a whole, one of the most important lots of Licensed Properties brought under the hammer in the district within recent
years. They have been carefully acquired from time to time and are situate in well populated localities, for the most part within
easy distance of some of the largest works in Staffordshire, and as they are being offered by direction of the Trustee under a Deed
of Assignment, a fine opportunity presents itself to Brewers wishing to increase their barrelage or to private individuals desiring
to embark in the trade, of acquiring houses which as a whole are in good order, commodious, well arranged, doing genuine trades,
and possession of which may be obtained in most cases upon completion and otherwise at early dates afterwards.....

Lot 2. The MINERS ARMS INN, Ruiton Street, Lower Gornal (Fully-Licensed).

Let on short tenancy at a rental of £35 0s 0d per annum. An excellent Home-Brewing Public House containing Entrance Passage
running from front to back, Bar 13’ x 10’ 6”, Smoke Room 12° 6” x 8’, Club Room 20’ x 10’, Kitchen, Pantry, Three Bedrooms
and Cellars, together with Brewery, Yard, and large Garden having entry approach; also the Two excellent Brick-built and Tile-
roofed Cottages adjoining, being Numbers 90 and 91, Ruiton Street, each containing Three Rooms, Coalhouse, Pantry, party
Brewhouse, Piggeries and large Garden, as let and together producing the gross annual rental of £13 4s 2d.”

[Sold to Higgs for £600.]

Birmingham Daily Post 4/6/1915
“At Wolverhampton on Wednesday Messrs. W. Dando and Co. of Dudley offered for sale a number of licensed houses in the

Black Country, and the lots disposed of realised a total of £6,835....
The MINERS ARMS INN, Ruiton Street, Lower Gornal, a fully-licensed house, let at £35 per annum, together with two cottages
producing £13 4s 2d gross, fetched £600.”

South Staffordshire Times 26/1/1924

“Five defendants figured in a case on a summons that on January 13th in Ruiton Street, Lower Gornal, they conducted themselves
in a disorderly manner.

The defendants were John Davies (20), The Alley, Gornal Wood; George Harris (27), Brook Street, Gornal Wood; Joseph Bradley
(22), Brook Street, Gornal Wood; Daniel Perry, Humphrey Street, Lower Gornal; and Enoch Morris (27), Humphrey Street, Lower
Gornal.

PC Kirkham said about 10.20pm he saw all the defendants behaving in a disorderly manner in Ruiton Street. They were shouting
and using obscene language. They had just emerged from the MINERS ARMS, and he advised them to go home. They persisted,
however, in staying there and shouting for some time.

The following fines were imposed: John Davies 5s 6d, George Harris 15s, Joseph Bradley 12s 6d, Daniel Perry 20s, and Enoch
Morris 15s.”

Dudley Chronicle 8/9/1927

“Some 12 or 18 months ago it was thought the Sedgley, Upper Gornal and Lower Gornal District Friendly Society Committee
would become defunct owing to lack of funds to enable them to carry on with the good work, but the new president (Councillor
C. A. Pratt, JP) came along, and offered a cup for competition amongst the licensed houses and clubs of the district, the cup to be
held by the inn or club collecting the largest amount of money. The committee at once got to work, and to the surprise of all, the
new president’s move has more than justified itself by the magnificent financial result.

Very keen rivalry has been displayed throughout, more especially with the GREEN DRAGON HOTEL and the WOODMAN INN
boxes respectively, the GREEN DRAGON HOTEL having just come out on top, thus winning the cup for the first time.

It is very gratifying, indeed, in being able to state that the united efforts have raised £112 18s 2d, which has been placed in the
bank, and will, as necessity arises, be allocated to the various institutions.

The Contributions ..... MINERS ARMS (Lake Street), Lower Gornal, £1 14s 2d.”

[GREEN DRAGON, Upper Gornal, £26 11s 2d and WOODMAN INN, Lower Gornal, £25 2s 10d.]

1939 Register
28, Ruiton Street

[1] Alice Walker, date of birth 2/4/1891, manageress, widowed;
[2] Gladys (Walker) Fellows, dob 25/4/1923, bar general, single;
[3] Sarah (Walker) Leggett, dob 2/2/1869, unpaid domestic duties, single:

Enoch Smart died on 23 November 1944.
He was married to Sarah.



‘Do You Remember’ by John R. Stenson
“.....As you entered, there was an outdoor that faced you, with a children’s room to the right and the bar to your left. This was a
nice cosy pub where the son in law Harold was a barman, Harold being the goalkeeper for Gornal football club.”

Thomas Booth died on 6™ October 1954.

Jim Hollis was a locally known boxer and footballer (he played in goal for Lower Gornal Athletic). He served in the Royal Navy
until 1946. He was married to Doris.

Sarah Pritchard was the daughter of Keith Walker (see GREAT WESTERN, Wolverhampton).
She married Fred Pritchard.

It reopened on 15™ May 2013 as the CHAPEL HOUSE.

Dudley News 13/9/2016

“A Bostin time can be had at the new CHAPEL HOUSE pub in Gornal thanks to its new Black Country born and bred manage-
ment style.

The establishment in Ruiton Street, Lower Gornal, is thought to be the oldest in the town after being first registered as a drinking
house in 1834 but used since at least 1820 by a group of local Methodists, known as the Gornal Ranters, who used the back room
for their meetings, but it has now been given a new lease of life for 2016 and onwards after James Steven and Katie Ann took over
the reins and reopened for business on Friday, August 26.

James said, ‘“We reopened it, cleaned it up, refurbished it. It’s a Holden’s pub — the oldest pub, we think, in Gornal. It was first
registered as a drinking house in 1834. People used to come drink beer and say prayers, and now they come and drink beer and
swear, so it’s kind of full circle.’

Those familiar with Black Country drinking, music, and heritage will know James thanks to his tireless work as the chairman of
the Black Country Beer Festival, musician in local indie band The Empty Can, and writer of the Black Country anthem. And now
he is hell-bent on preserving the drinking history of the pub.

“The pub closed for basically a week while we tidied it up, but it’s been in a state of hiatus for about a year — it’s been thrown
between different gaffers and stuff, but now the brewery have taken it back as a managed house,” James said. ‘It’s never been a
managed house before, and brewers are looking to do that a lot more because tenancies are expensive.’

Managed pubs are run by managers who work for a pub chain, in this case Holden’s, while the landlords of tenanted establish-
ments rent the building and its fixtures from a pub company or a brewer.

‘Even though it is as a managed pub we are working with Holden’s to bring the pub back to its former glory. It just needed a bit
of love. The CHAPEL HOUSE is going to get a total refurb and rehaul between now and Christmas and it’s going to be the nicest
little pub in Gornal,” James added.

The CHAPEL HOUSE has introduced a new, frequently changing menu of food, including homemade ale cobs, baked using
Holden’s ale instead of water, and ‘Gornish’ pasties, live music Fridays, which sees The Empty Can make their debut in their
home venue this Friday (September 16), Sunday jam nights, and occasional FIFA and poker nights.”

[Our research does not support this being the oldest pub in Gornal.]

Dudley Chronicle 5/1/2017

“A community pub has returned to its look of nearly 200 years ago — after a revamp uncovered stunning hidden stonework.

The CHAPEL HOUSE, which has served the people of Gornal since 1830, reopened in August under a new team management of
James Stevens and his partner Rachel Slater, Katie Ann Round and her partner Ben Parkes.

Work to update the exterior revealed a beautiful sandstone frontage which was hidden behind modern cladding. Mr. Stevens says
the renovated look has delighted punters — and he himself is happy with the find, which he labelled ‘a happy accident’...... ”

Express & Star 16/7/2019

“A pub landlord says trade has been hit after claiming a series of roadwork projects effectively left it cut off to traffic. The CHAP-
EL HOUSE pub, in Lower Gornal, has seen a downturn in trade, claims the pub’s landlord James Stevens. Ruiton Street has been
blocked off on various occasions for roadworks including on a burst water main. And further works are due to be held in Vale
Street in the coming weeks. Dudley Council says it is working with South Staffs Water to minimise disruption. But Mr. Stevens,
who manages the Holden’s-owned pub, says the organisations are not communicating. He said, ‘I’ve got a lovely pub, but I might
as well put it on the moon. It’s certainly got us scratching our chins — how are you expected to trade if they have shut down your
area? And people wonder why pubs are shutting down — you can’t afford to lose your margins. We’re a community pub, so our
regulars help and support us. My bug-bear was that less fortunate pubs than ourselves would have shut. Some pubs could not
afford three months of this and it would shut them down.’

A section of Ruiton Street, where it meets Robert Street, has been closed off because new homes are being built. And Vale Street,
at the very top of the road, will also be closed for more roadworks during the school holidays. The roads leading to the pub, which
has been there since 1834, have been worked on since April, says Mr. Stevens. He has called for agencies to communicate better
in future. The 42-year-old said, ‘I think the lesson to be learned — I don’t know if it’s possible, but there needs to be communica-
tion between agencies. The work needs to be co-ordinated better.’

Mike Morris, network performance manager at South Staffs Water, said, “We carried out emergency works to repair a burst main




in Ruiton Street, Lower Gornal for two days in May 2019. Although the road already had traffic management set up for the gas
improvement works, we had to set up our own temporary traffic management as our work was in a different area of the road cov-
ered by the gas improvement works. We completed the work within two days, but are sorry for any inconvenience caused during
that time.’

Dudley Council cabinet member, Councillor Karen Shakespeare, who oversees highways, added, ‘Supporting local businesses

is something that is very important to us. We have done our very best to communicate about the road closure in Ruiton Street to
residents and motorists in a number of different ways, while ensuring pedestrian access is maintained to allow continued footfall
through to the pub on the other side. We do have regular meetings with utility providers and agencies to co-ordinate roadworks to
minimise disruption. The forthcoming closure on Vale Street, for instance, will see both the council and South Staffs Water carry
out work at the same time. It has also been programmed to take place during the school summer holidays when traffic flows are
lighter, and after the completion of the works on Ruiton Street to minimise disruption. While we understand the frustration and
inconvenience that roadworks inevitably cause, the net result will see a number of new homes built, bringing new residents into
the village and potentially new customers for the pub which is just over the road.””

Express & Star 30/9/2020

““Pubs are the backbone of Britain. And they need a fighting chance to make a profit. If the rules don’t change, they won’t
survive.” Pub landlord James Stevens is petitioning the Government to change the rules so pubs can provide bar service again —
currently under the new Covid regulations, pubs and restaurants must shut at 10pm and they can only provide table service. But
James, who runs the CHAPEL HOUSE in Gornal, said for small pubs like his, it’s been a real worry. ‘We can hold 32 people
with the new restrictions, it was about 70 to 80 before with the beer garden but we can’t open that now as it can’t be policed,” he
said. ‘With these new rules, you can’t put a one size fits all policy on all the pubs — some pubs can take 120 odd people. But these
smaller pubs, proper community pubs, they won’t survive. The wage bill can’t be met.” The 43-year-old said the rules means he
has to have a member of staff on table service, rather than just one behind the bar all night — meaning more wages to pay.....”

Express & Star 10/11/2023

“A Lower Gornal pub that dates back 188 years is to reopen in time for the busy Christmas season. The CHAPEL HOUSE in
Ruiton Street has been shut since October 1 for a £100,000 refurbishment. The pub’s licensee James Stevens said that Holden’s
Brewery and the Woodsetton Pub Company were paying for the complete upgrade. ‘We are aiming to reopen on November 29.
The pub really needed some TLC — after all it is nearly 200 years old,” he said.....

Mr. Stevens said improvements included a new stage area and darts area. ‘We are going to continue to offer live music perfor-
mances. Any musicians that would like to perform here can contact us through our Facebook page,” he added. He also hopes to
get a new darts team set up for the community pub. The CHAPEL HOUSE will be opening all day on Fridays after the reopen-
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CLIFTON

Bull Ring, SEDGLEY

OWNERS

J. D. Wetherspoon (acquired in 1998)

LICENSEES

Tan Holdstock (1998 —[2000]
Mark Carter [2001] manager
Albert Barton [2001] manager
Neil Jones [2009] manager
Sarah Foster [2017]

Tom Smith []-2018);

David Cator (2018 —[ ]

NOTES
The building was originally the Clifton Cinema.

Sedgley Heritage Trail (August 2019)




“The Art Deco-inspired Clifton Cinema was opened 17" May 1937, and replaced Hilton and Caswell’s builders’ yard and house as
well as a butcher’s shop and abattoir. Originally designed with buildings on the south side including a café, it is reputed to have
provided meals as part of Churchill’s British Restaurants programme. It closed as a cinema in June 1978 and became a bingo
club until bought by Wetherspoons in 1998. Rumour has it that the ghost of a little girl runs around the kitchen and the still intact
auditorium at night.”

It opened on 17" December 1998 at a cost of £920,000.
lan Holdstock was born in Birmingham.

Wetherspoon News December 2001

“Wetherspoon has won recognition for its efforts in making its pubs accessible to people with a range of disabilities. The compa-
ny’s staff, in particular, were praised for their attitude and helpfulness in dealing with customers with disabilities. The company
was a finalist in the pubs and restaurants category of the national EASE awards — Ease of Access, Service and Employment. The
awards, which are now in their fifth year, are organised by Queen Elizabeth’s Foundation for Disabled People, which assists more
than 100,000 people each year through training, education, care and advice.

Members of the public were asked to nominate companies they felt were demonstrating good practice with regard to disabled
people. A number [9] of individual Wetherspoon pubs were praised and nominated by their customers.....

CLIFTON, Sedgley.....”

It was closed briefly in 2009, after a firebomb attack in October.
A second fire bomb attack took place on 18" December 2009.

Dudley News 18/12/2009

“Fire Fighters have been battling a blaze at a Sedgley pub this morning.

The fire at The CLIFTON on the Bull Ring, is the second arson attack at the premises in eight weeks. An alarm alerted the
emergency services to the fire at 5.10am, where fire crews found ten per cent of the bar area in flames. 80 per cent of the rest of
the building was smoke logged. The surrounding area was sealed off as crews from Bilston, Dudley, Tipton and Wolverhampton
battled the blaze. The pub has only just re-opened following the previous fire which took place on Friday October 23, at 4.55am.
During the first investigation, officers found a side window had been smashed and around six bottles, believed to contain an accel-
erant, were found at the scene. Early stages of investigations are currently ongoing to find the exact cause of the latest fire, and it
is not known whether the two arson attacks are linked.

Acting Detective Inspector Chris Fox, from Brierley Hill CID, said, ‘The nature of both of these attacks is causing us to link the
incidents, at this early stage of investigations. Both fires were deliberately started, with a window being smashed and then the of-
fender has started the blaze. The fires have caused significant damage to the pub, and a great deal of disruption to the business. It
will also greatly affect local revellers out over the festive season. Our enquiries into both incidents continue and we urge anyone
who saw anything, or anyone acting suspiciously, around Sam this morning to get in touch’.”

Closed
It reopened on 28" January 2010.

Dudley News 25/11/2017

“Dudley News Loos at five borough Wetherspoon pubs have been rated among the best in the country. The FULL MOON in
Dudley, The ABRAHAM DARBY at intu Merry Hill, The CLIFTON in Sedgley were all given a platinum star rating in the Loo
of the Year Awards 2017.

Inspectors also gave the top rating to The MOON UNDER WATER in Cradley Heath and The BRITANNIA in Rowley Regis.
Meanwhile, gold ratings were given to The WATERFRONT INN in Brierley Hill and The WILLIAM SHENSTONE in Halesow-
en. The awards, celebrating their 30th anniversary this year, aim to highlight and improve standards of ‘away from home’ toilet
provision across the UK. Loo of the Year Awards inspectors made unannounced visits to thousands of toilets at sites across the
UK, in order to judge them. All of the toilets were graded from bronze to platinum — unacceptable toilets were not graded at all.
The platinum rating was only given to outlets which offered ‘exceptional toilets’.

Toilets were judged against numerous criteria, including décor and maintenance, cleanliness, accessibility, hand washing and dry-
ing equipment and overall management.....

Mike Bone, managing director of the awards scheme, added, ‘The toilets at all seven pubs have been designed and fitted out to a
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very high standard and are both clean and well maintained. The pubs richly deserve their awards’.

Dudley News 2/8/2018

“The MOON UNDER WATER in High Street, Cradley Heath, The BRITANNIA in Halesowen Street, Rowley Regis, and The
WILLIAM SHENSTONE in Queensway, Halesowen, will have numerous award-winning and flavoured gins on offer throughout.
The FULL MOON in High Street, Dudley, The ABRAHAM DARBY at intu Merry Hill, The CLIFTON in Bull Ring, Sedgley and
The WATERFRONT INN in Level Street, Brierley Hill, will also be involved in the festival, which will run from Friday, August
17 to Monday, August 27.”
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COSELEY TAVERN

Caddick Street / 15, (16), (20), Upper Ettingshall Road, (Coppice Road), (1, Sodom Road), Hurst Hill, (Coppice), (Ettingshall),
COSELEY

OWNERS

Henry Eachus, dissenting minister, Coseley
David Millard

Mary Jane (Millard) Ward

Julia Hanson and Son Ltd.

InnSpired [2004]

LICENSEES

John Beardmore [7833] —1863);

Joseph Beardmore (1863 —1892);

Sarah (Beardmore) Purchase (1892 — 1894);
Mrs. Jane Attwood (1894 — 1896);

Joseph Millington (1896 — 1900);

Jane Millington (1900 —1901);

David Attwood (1901 —1902);

Mrs. Rhoda Attwood (1902 — 1904);
William Perry (1904 — 1906);

Rhoda Attwood (1906 —1907);

David Millard Jnr. (1907 — 1923);

Mrs. Mary Jane (Millard) Ward (1923 — 1933);
Carl Allan Davies (1933 —/1940]

Howard Ernest Shepherd (1977 — 1982);
Terry Hall* (1982 —[ ]

Terry Wall* [1993] —[1995]

NOTES

Ettingshall [1849]

Coppice Road [1861], [1912], [1932], [1940]
1, Sodom Road [1871]

20, Upper Ettingshall Road [1881]

16, Upper Ettingshall Road [1891]

15, Upper Ettingshall Road [1901]

Coppice [1904]

John Beardmore = John Beardsmore

John Beardmore, retail brewer, Coppice. [1833]

Wolverhampton Chronicle 2/10/1839 - Advert
“Coal And Ironstone Mines, near Deepfield, Sedgley.

To Be Sold By Auction, by R. S. Walker, at the House of Mr. John Beardsmore, the COSELEY TAVERN, situate at a place called
Coppice, in the parish of Sedgley and county of Stafford, on Friday, the 18" day of October, 1839, at five o’clock in the afternoon,
and subject to conditions which will be then read.

All the Mines, Veins, Seams, and Strata of Coal, Ironstone, and Fire Clay which remain ungotten, lying and being with and under
all that close, piece, or parcel of Land, situate near to and at the back of the COSELEY TAVERN, containing about five acres (but
the exact measure will be ascertained before the sale), having the Fire Clay Brick Works of Mr. Waterhouse on the west, and the
land and mines of Sir D. H. St. Paul, Bart, on the north.

N.B. Itis believed the Land contains the Thick Coal Pillars, great part of White Stone, the New Mine Coal, Fire Clay Coal, and



Fire Clay, and all the other measures of Coal and Ironstone down to and including, the Blue Flat Ironstone; and six shafts are sunk
upon the Land down to the White Stone.

For further particulars apply to Mr. John Thompson, of the Deepfield; or to Mr. Daniel Whitehouse, of Coseley Mill Bank, who
will show the property; to the Auctioneer, Wolverhampton; or at the office of Mr. William, solicitor, Bilston.”

1841 Census

Coppice

[1] John Beardmore (45), publican, born Staffordshire;
[2] Ann Beardmore (55), born Staffordshire;

[3] Sarah Beardmore (25), born Staffordshire;

[4] Joseph Beardmore (10), born Staffordshire;

[5] Sarah Perks (15), fs, born Staffordshire:

Ilustrated London News 25/1/1845

“On Tuesday an inquest was held at the COSELEY TAVERN, Coseley, Staffordshire, on the body of Benjamin Smith, a min-

er, whose death, with that of two other men, was caused by an enormous fall of earth in a mine where they were working. The
accompanying statement, given before the coroner by one of the survivors, contains a fearful narrative of the conditions of the
workmen after the accident, and of the preservation of one man.

Joseph Parkes said: I live at Coseley, and am a miner. On Friday last I was at work with the deceased, Benjamin Smith (who

was about thirty-two years old, and a miner living at Coseley), in a coal-pit at the Fox Yards, in the parish of Tipton, and while we
were at work, a quantity of clod and earth fell in, to the amount of more than a thousand tons, and almost every man in the pit was
stopped up. Some of the men were a distance off, and got clear away; but the deceased, myself, and four others, were stopped in
one of the hollows. Great exertions were made to get us out. Several tons of stuff were soon removed, and in about an hour one
of the six men was got out badly hurt, but he is still alive. Another was got out soon after without much injury. As fast as the min-
ers got the stuff away more fell in, but in the course of the day all the remaining men, excepting myself, were got out, but I was
not got out till about ten o’clock that night. I was not at all hurt, but was very weak through the damp and confinement, and being
without food. I had not had anything to eat from the previous night, so that I was more than 24 hours without tasting it. I was
quite sensible all the time, and conversed with all the men. I talked with Smith as long as he lived, which was about an hour and a
half, as near as I can guess, after the stuff fell in. Two other men were killed. One of them lived about an hour, and the other man
about an hour and a half. I was afraid to stir, although I saw my suffering companions close to me nearly buried in the earth. It
was light a part of the time from a candle, but after it went out we were in darkness all the time. Some of the men had their arms
wedged down, and asked me to remove the clods from their mouths to allow them to breathe, and I did so several times although it
endangered my own life, as the stuff continued falling. Other corroborative evidence was given, and the jury returned a verdict of
Accidental Death.”

[This was national news and appeared in newspapers all around the country.]

Wolverhampton Chronicle 5/3/1845
“The following inquisitions have been taken before T. M. Phillips, Esq, coroner.....

At the COSELEY TAVERN, on the body of Mary Jane Careless, a child about two years old, whose death was caused by her
being pushed into a gaun of boiling hot water, while at play with another child. Verdict Accidental Death.”

Staffordshire Advertiser 17/7/1847

“On Monday last, an inquest was held at the COSELEY TAVERN, Coseley, on the body of Thomas Wilkes, 18 years of age, a
miner, who was at work on Saturday night, in a coal-pit, the property of Lord Ward, in the parish of Sedgley, when a large quantity
of coal fell upon him, and completely covered his body. The coal was shortly afterwards removed, but the unfortunate young man
was found to be quite dead. The jury returned a verdict of Accidental Death.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 9/8/1848 - Advert
“Staffordshire. Ettingshall, Near Can Lane And Coseley.

To Be Sold By Auction, at the house of Mr. Beardsmore, called the COSELEY TAVERN, at Coseley, on Tuesday, the 22™ day of
August, 1848, at six o’clock in the evening, subject to such conditions of sale as will be then read.

A very Substantially built Freehold Malthouse, a newly erected Screw Manufactory, with commodious Messuage, Shops, Mill
Offices, and Warehouse adjoining.....”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 1/11/1848
“On Thursday last an inquest was held before T. M. Phillips, Esq, coroner, at the COSELEY TAVERN, Coseley, on the body of

John Morris, fourteen years of age, who on the 19" of October, was at work in the hollows of a coal pit belonging to Mr. Henry
Whitehouse, coalmaster, and whilst in the act of depositing some dirt against the bottom of a pillar, a quantity of clod fell from the
roof upon him, knocked him down, crushed the back of his head, and cut his lip open. Deceased rolled from under the clod, when
he was picked up quite insensible. He lingered until Monday, the 23" of the same month, when he died. The witnesses examined
at the inquest stated that the pit was properly propped with timber, and that the occurrence was quite accidental. Verdict accord-

ingly.”

Staffordshire Advertiser 30/3/1850



“On Thursday week, an inquest was held at the COSELEY TAVERN, before T. M. Phillips, Esq, coroner, on the body of William
Hughes, about six years of age, son of Samuel Hughes, of the Coppice, collier. The boy was found on the previous Monday eve-
ning, by a little girl, standing in front of the fire, in his father’s house, with his clothes in flames. Verdict, Accidental Death.”

1851 Census

Coppice

[1] John Beardmore (58), victualler, born Sedgley;

[2] Ann Beardmore (70), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] Sarah Beardmore (35), daughter, born Sedgley;

[4] Joseph Beardmore (23), son, born Sedgley;

[5] George Cox (12), servant, born Sedgley;

[6] Priscilla Rawton (16), servant, born Dawley, Shropshire:

Wolverhampton Chronicle 10/8/1853
“On Tuesday the first anniversary of the Licensed Victuallers’ Protection Society, for the Lower Division of Sedgley, was held at

Mr. Beardmore’s COSELEY TAVERN, Coseley. There was a large number of the members present. The report of the proceed-
ings of the society was highly satisfactory, and considering that it has been in existence only one year, its success so far has been
remarkable, and bids fair to be of great importance for the protection of the licensed victuallers of the district. After the formal
business of the day was concluded, the company sat down to a splendid dinner, and under the able chairmanship of Mr. John Taft,
assisted by the vice chairman, Mr. Hunt, the members of the society, together with a number of visitors and friends, enjoyed them-
selves until a late hour.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 17/8/1853
“Yesterday (Tuesday) at the Bilston Petty Sessions, before James Loxdale, Esq, the adjourned investigation into the affray with the

police at Coseley, on the 23™ of last month, was resumed, the injured police officers being sufficiently recovered from the effects
of their injuries to give evidence.

Sampson Smith, police-officer, Coseley, deposed that on the night of the 23" of July, hearing a fight at the Coppice, at Cotterill’s
bowling alley, he went there to supress it, accompanied by police constable Bullock. Saw two men fighting and took hold of one
of them, but he was immediately rescued by the crowd. Witness saw the elder Caswell coming out of the Tavern with a poker in
his hand, and saw him strike Bullock on the head with it, and knock him down. Witness drew his cutlass, and struck Caswell with
it. Before doing so he saw him strike Bullock a second time. Took hold of old Caswell, and was then knocked down and became
insensible. On recovering got on his hands and knees, and crawled towards the COSELEY TAVERN. Knocked at the door, and
was let in. Witness was severely cross-examined by Mr. Kettle.

James Bullock, the other policeman, corroborated in its principal features the statement of his fellow officer.

David Caddick, farmer and butcher, living opposite Beardman’s [sic] public-house, the Rev. Loftus Graham, of the Coppice, John
Beardmore, who keeps the COSELEY TAVERN, John Winn, servant to Isaac Caddick, nail factor, and Maurice Costello, the
county inspector, were also examined at considerable length.

Mr. Haden, surgeon, deposed to the nature of the injuries received both by the police and the defendants.

This closed the case for the prosecution, when Mr. Loxdale intimated that he considered the affair too serious for summary adjudi-
cation, and therefore should send the case to the Sessions.

Mr. Kettle, for the defendants, demurred to this, and urged that both parties ought to be bound over to appear at the Assizes
instead, as he considered there were some points involved which should be decided by a higher legal authority than the Bench of
Quarter Sessions.

The Court, however, adhered to its original decision.”

Worcester Journal 21/1/1854

“South Staffordshire Election.....

Lord Paget has partially continued his canvass during the week, and has addressed meetings in those places which he had not
previously visited ..... then proceeded to attend a meeting at the GEORGE AND DRAGON, at Hall Green. The meeting was
addressed by Mr. Barlow, chairman of the district committee, Mr. Dimmack, Lord Paget, and Mr. Blackwell. The party then pro-
ceeded to the COSELEY TAVERN, and addressed a numerous meeting in the large room of that inn. They subsequently attended
another meeting at the COURT HOUSE, at Sedgley.....”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 25/1/1854
“On Monday last, an adjourned inquest was held at the COSELEY TAVERN, before W. H. Phillips, Esq, deputy coroner, on the

body of Thomas Richards, miner, aged 36, who was killed in a coal mine at Good’s Farm, in the parish of Sedgley, by a fall of
coal. Verdict, Accidental Death.”

Birmingham Journal 26/12/1855
“On Monday the Coroner, T. M. Phillips, Esq, held an adjourned inquest at the house of Mr. John Beardmore, the COSELEY

TAVERN, on the bodies of four persons who lost their lives by the late explosion of gunpowder, by which also three houses were
blown down. The Journal has previously given the particulars of this catastrophe, which it may be remembered took place on
Friday the 14" inst, in a block of houses at Coseley, belonging to Mr. Cotterill. The inquest was originally adjourned from the
15" in order to obtain evidence of one of the injured persons, a girl named Fanny Allen, who was at the time of the explosion



nursing a child in one of the houses that were blown up. The girl was not then sufficiently recovered to be spoken to, and it was
presumed that she would be able to give some account of the conduct of the deceased lad, Samuel Miller, prior to his going to the
cellar where his body was found, and where the gunpowder was kept. It seems, however, that the girl Allen, who is much better,
and is likely to recover, is not able to furnish any satisfactory information in this respect. This information having been given by
Sub-inspector Costello to the Coroner and Jury on their reassembling on Monday, the Coroner expressed an opinion that no other
evidence in addition to that already received was obtainable, and the Jury being of the same opinion, and also believing that the
cause of death was sufficiently apparent and they recorded their verdict was one of Accidental Death.

An opinion was expressed by some of the Jury that there must have been a larger quantity of gunpowder in the cellar than 25l1bs,
which was stated by Millard on the former occasion to have been there, and as bearing out this opinion Mr. Costello mentioned
that one of the neighbours recently saw three or four small barrels; but again, there was but one cask found after the explosion,
that being capable of holding half a hundred weight. Blame was attached to the deceased wife for having allowed the lad to

go into the cellar; and the husband was also thought blameable for allowing the powder to be kept there. In reply to one of the
Jurymen, as to the quantity of gunpowder allowed by law to be kept in a private house, the Coroner said that by the 12" of George
II1, more than 50Ibs could not be kept, nor more than 3001bs in a tradesman’s shop. It was said by Mr. Costello (who had con-
sulted the act) that parties keeping quantities exceeding those named were liable to a fine of £200, and 2s per pound for every
extra pound in weight. But, he added, the law was imperfect on this point. There had, he continued, been several complaints by
landlords against their tenants that were in the habit of keeping powder upon their premises. The landlord, it was said, obtained no
compensation in such cases; whether Mr. Cotterill, the owner of the house, obtained any was not mentioned. He was, we believe,
insured by one of the Fire Offices. Mr. Costello added, that any person living in the neighbourhood of where gunpowder is kept,
and who fears an explosion, can procure a search warrant upon oath before the Magistrates, and have the premises searched. The
names and ages of the deceased were, Jane Millard, (the wife), 32; Samuel Millard, 9; Hannah Millard, 7; and Absalom Millard,
11 months.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 16/7/1856
“The 28" anniversary meeting and dinner of a lodge called the Ancient Order of Druids, was held at the house of Mr. John

Beardmore, the COSELEY TAVERN, on Monday last. After parading the village, accompanied by a band of music, about sixty
of the members sat down to an excellent dinner, which had been prepared by Mr. Beardmore in his usual excellent style. In the
absence of Mr. Tamlyn, Sedgley, the surgeon to the lodge, the chair was taken by Mr. William Jones, one of the past officers of the
society, and the vice-chair by Mr. Thomas Caddick. The secretary, Mr. John Perks, of Sedgley, who has filled his office in a most
creditable manner for twenty-eighty years, read a very satisfactory report of the progress of the society, which stated that several
new members had joined during the last year. The harmony of the day was much enlivened by the music of the Hallgreen band.
Several loyal and patriotic toasts and sentiments were given, and numerous songs sung.”

Staffordshire Sentinel 19/7/1856

“An extensive robbery was committed at the house of Mr. David Hughes, situate near the Catholic Chapel, Sedgley, sometime
during the night of Thursday or morning of Friday. The following are the particulars: On Monday evening, the 30" June, a
committee of members of the Ancient Druids Lodge met at the house of Mr. John Beardmore, the COSELEY TAVERN, for the
purpose of deciding upon the best means of investing £5 belonging to the society. After some deliberation it was agreed to place
it in the savings’ bank. It was further resolved upon that David Hughes, one of the members, should hold the money until the
following Monday, when the stewards were to take it to the bank. The stewards called for the money, according to the arrange-
ment, but from some cause did not obtain it. On Friday morning last, as Hughes alleges, it was stolen out of a private drawer, in a
chest of drawers in his parlour, as well as an iron safe, weighing between 40 and 50 pounds, which stood on the chest of drawers,
and contained seven sovereigns and 15s in silver, together with two hams and three fine linen sheets, marked D. Hughes. A chisel
was left in the house, which has been identified as belonging to W. B. Whitehouse, Esq., of Hunthill. This led to the apprehension
of one of the latter gentlemen’s workmen on suspicion of committing the robbery. The most extraordinary feature of the case is,
that one of the hams and the iron safe were brought back and left close to the house some time on Sunday night or early Monday
morning last. Mr. Hughes is of opinion that those who committed the robbery must have been concealed in the house, and nothing
was disturbed or broken, and when he came downstairs the next morning, between four and five o’clock, he found the door and
window open and the property missing.”

1861 Census

Coppice Road — COSELEY TAVERN

[1] John Beardmore (69), widower, victualler, born Sedgley;

[2] Joseph Beardmore (34), son, grocer, master employing 1 man, born Tipton;
[3] Jane Beardmore (28), wife, born Wolverhampton;

[4] Thomas Richards (14), grocer’s assistant, born Wolverhampton:

Wolverhampton Chronicle 17/4/1861 - Advert
“To Be Let, the excellent Public House and extensive Premises (with Grocery and Provision Shop adjoining), called the COSE-

LEY TAVERN, situate at Coseley, and now in the occupation of Mr. Beardmore. The Stock and Furniture to be taken at valuation.
For further particulars, and to treat for the same, apply on the premises, or to Messrs. Aston and Sollom’s Office, Wolverhamp-
ton.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 21/8/1861



“T. M. Phillips, Esq, coroner, held an inquest at the COSELEY TAVERN, on Monday last, on the body of a collier named Hill, 43
years of age, who had died from the effects of injuries received in one of the Earl of Dudley’s pits at Foxyards. On the 6" instant
the deceased was at work in the pit when a fall of coal took place. His left leg was fractured, and his back and chest were injured,
and though he had the aid of a medical man he died on Saturday last. There was not the slightest blame to be attached to the ‘dog-
gy’ of the pit, and the jury returned a verdict of Accidental Death.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 19/2/1862 - Advert
“Eligible Opportunity For Investment.

Newly Erected Public House, Messuage And Shopping, at the Coppice, Coseley.

Mr. Solomon Powell will Sell by Auction (by order of the Mortgagees), on Wednesday, the 26™ day of February, 1862, at the
house of Mr. Beardmore, the COSELEY TAVERN, Coseley, at six o’clock in the evening, subject to conditions.

All that recently erected Public House, with large Nail Shops, Offices, and Yard, situate at the Coppice aforesaid; and three Mes-
suages or Dwelling Houses, adjoining thereto, now or lately occupied by Enoch Guest, Samuel Jackson, and John Smith. Annual
rent £40.

Two-thirds of the purchase money may remain on Mortgage if desired.

Any further information may be obtained at the Office of Mr. Hayes, Solicitor, Wolverhampton, or of the Auctioneers, Tipton.”

Joseph Beardmore = Joseph Beardsmore
Joseph Beardmore was also a grocer and provision dealer. [1864], [1873]

Joseph Beardmore was also a provision dealer. [1865], [1892]

Birmingham Daily Post 5/8/1864
“The inquest on the body of the old man (Thomas Caddick) who, it had been alleged, died on Monday night from the violence of

his son-in-law (Henry Christian, of Coseley), as detailed in the Daily Post of Wednesday, was resumed yesterday, at the COSE-
LEY TAVERN. The prisoner was present in custody.

Mr. John Mcnab Ballenden deposed that he was a physician, and resided and practiced in the parish. He knew the deceased, who
had frequently been a patient of his. He enjoyed good health, and never to his (witness’s) knowledge had had a fit or other attack
likely to cause sudden death. On Wednesday forenoon at half-past eleven, thirty-nine hours after death, he made a post mortem
examination of the body. Externally it presented the appearance of a strong, robust man, who although he was sixty, yet looked
only fifty. The body was considerably altered by changes after death. Round the throat on the front and the sides were some
indistinct marks. After describing the condition of lungs, heart, liver and brain, neither of which presented peculiar appearances,
Dr. Ballenden said he examined the throat very particularly. He dissected off the skin round the neck, and there found marks of
great violence on each side of the throat, the smaller vessels underneath being many of them ruptured. Those were the only marks
of violence he saw there.

The Coroner: Could you detect any finger marks? — Witness: Some parts were more injured than others. All the marks were
confined to the front and side of the throat and each side of the windpipe.

Coroner: Could those injuries be occasioned by a fall? — Witness: No, I should think not.

Coroner: How could such injuries, then, be occasioned? — Witness: If by blows, it must have been by repeated blows.

Coroner: Would it have taken long-continued pressure to produce those injuries? — Witness: Oh, no.

Coroner: What do you think was the actual cause of death? — Witness: Injuries to the throat — the evident compression. The
throat seems to have been compressed — producing a stoppage of circulation of the brain, or an interruption of the circulation of
the brain. The heart seems to have been affected by a sudden spasm, in attempting to relieve itself; and the lungs had ceased to do
their duty. These two symptoms, with also the effusion of the left ventricle, would be caused by the pressure upon the neck. All
these matters combined to produce terror and mental commotion, and he died from what we call a nervous shock.

Coroner: Do you think it possible for a man to have spoken after receiving those injuries? — Witness: He might have spoken —
might have gasped out something. I should think that anything he could say would be brief and very incoherent.

Coroner: Would it have been possible for a man by holding the deceased tightly round the throat with his hands to cause these
appearances? — Witness: It would. That seems to be the most likely mode of accounting for it.

Coroner: Would it have been possible for the deceased to have received those injuries any days or any great length of time before
his death? — Witness: No, I think not. I have no doubt that during the struggle a small vessel in the brain gave way. Still the mis-
chief was not done then; it was not until a little blood was poured out and stopped its function. That gave him time to speak.

The following witnesses were then called at the request of the prisoner.

Daniel Fellows, a miner of the Coppice, deposed that he had known the prisoner all his life. He was coming down the Coppice on
Monday, and hearing a disturbance at Henry Christian’s, he went in, and saw two or three of his sisters-in-laws with their fists in
the prisoner’s face. He (witness) said ‘“Why don’t you stand aside, and let the man be; you will try any man’s temper in the world.’
When he had separated the women from Christian, deceased came in running, and said to the prisoner, as he put his fist into his
face, ‘Harry, you are a rogue. I have kept you long enough. D you, I should like to kill you tonight.” Witness said, ‘Thom-
as, stand back, we don’t want any more bother here to-night.” The old man stayed about a minute, and then he (witness) and his
brother went away. The next day they heard that the old man had fallen down dead.

Noah Fellows, brother to the last witness, and also a miner, deposed that when he and his brother went into the prisoner’s house,
and the women were thrusting their fists in the prisoner’s face, the blood was running down his face. He (witness) and his brother
placed the prisoner on the screen or settle, and he sat down quietly. Deceased was in the room when he (witness) first went in, and




it was about ten minutes afterwards the deceased came in again and rushed up to the prisoner, and in about a minute afterwards the
deceased fell down dead, he saw no blows nor wrestling. Nothing of the kind could have occurred there without seeing it.

Nancy, the wife of Abraham Richards, puddler, who lives next door to the deceased, deposed that she was in the prisoner’s house
when he came home. When his wife said that they must part, he said he would, and he went upstairs and fetched down his box.
The wife said that the cover in the box was not his. He replied that he did not want to take away what did not belong to him. An
altercation ensued, and the prisoner kicked or pushed his wife with his knee. Mrs. Christian’s two sisters then came in. After-
wards the deceased came to the door and then walked out again. He came in a second time, and rushing up to the prisoner, struck
him. They wrestled, and in the fall the back of his head came against the floor.

The Coroner read over the evidence of the prisoner, and cautioned him.

The prisoner then said, ‘I never put a hand to him till he came up to me and pulled me off the screen to the door. Isaid, ‘You do
what you like with me, and I won’t interfere with no one,” and I went and reared myself up against the screen. He then went out,
but came in again, and ran at me with his fists. I have nothing more to say. There is false evidence against me. There are so many
at me. I never stirred or did anything to him.’

The Coroner (Mr. W. H. Phillips) then sent the case to the Jury. In doing so he said: It appears the deceased died from injuries
inflicted upon his neck and throat. You have evidence of a struggle which took place between Henry Christian and the deceased,
and it will be for you to say how far Christian was to blame in causing his death. If you believe that Christian unlawfully attacked
the deceased, and inflicted those injuries, your verdict will be one of manslaughter against Christian. But if you believe that
Christian was attacked by Caddick, and that Christian in self-defence alone, did those injuries, then your verdict will be in accor-
dance with those facts. The surgeon is clear; and he distinctly swears that Caddick died from injuries inflicted upon his neck — that
he died, not from excitement, or not from any natural cause, but from violence.

The Jury deliberated for about twenty minutes, and then returned a verdict of Manslaughter, on which charge the prisoner was the
committed on a Coroner’s warrant for trial at Staffordshire Assizes.”

[At the Assizes at Stafford, on 1%t December 1864, Henry Christian, charged with manslaughter, was found not guilty.]

Wolverhampton Chronicle 11/4/1866
“David Round, a decent-looking man, was charged with indecently exposing himself. Mr. J. Walker appeared for the prosecution

and called two witnesses, whose evidence went to show that on Sunday, the 18" of March, the defendant went into the COSELEY
TAVERN, at this place, and asked for the landlord, Mr. Joseph Beardmore. On being informed that he could not see him as he
was ill in bed, defendant made use of a very filthy expression, addressed to the servant girl and another female, after which he
deliberately turned round and exposed himself to the company in the tap room. Mr. Bartlett, for the defence, said he could not
deny that his client had misconducted himself, but when he did so he was under the influence of drink, and this combined with the
results of an injury to his head, which he received some years ago, so affected him that he really did not know what he was doing.
Defendant said that he had his skull fractured in several places some years ago by being drawn into some machinery, and when

he took any drink his head was so affected that he did not know what he did. A surgeon’s certificate was handed up to the Bench,
in proof that the defendant had been injured as stated. Mr. Spooner said he could not allow it to be thought that the mere fact of a
man being in drink was to be considered an excuse for committing such an offence as that charged against the defendant. If drink
had such an effect upon him as was stated, he ought not to indulge in it. The case was too serious a character to be passed over
lightly, and he must be sentenced to 14 days’ imprisonment.”

Staffordshire Advertiser 16/11/1870
“Eliza Skidmore, a domestic servant, was sentenced to twenty-one days’ imprisonment for stealing 6s 1'2d off her master, Joseph
Beardmore, beerhouse keeper, Coseley.”

1871 Census

1, Sodom Road — COSELEY TAVERN

[1] Joseph Beardmore (44), victualler and grocer, born Great Bridge;
[2] Sarah Beardmore (38), wife, born Willenhall;

[3] Maryann Fomes (19), general servant, domestic, born Sedgley:

Staffordshire Advertiser 11/11/1876
“On Wednesday evening a trap belonging to Mr. Jos. Beardmore, COSELEY TAVERN, came into collision with a waggon of Mr,
Jenkins, cooper, throwing out of the trap the owner, and two of his friends, and breaking the shafts of the vehicle.”

Midland Examiner 26/5/1877

“On Thursday morning, an adjourned inquiry was held at the COSELEY TAVERN INN, Coseley, before Mr. W. H. Phillips
(district coroner) touching the death of Thos. Wilkinson (36), who was killed at the Tipton Green Colliery, under circumstances
already reported.

Mr. Scott (the Assistant Government Inspector) was present to watch the proceedings.

The Coroner said the inquest was adjourned so that the jury might hear the evidence of the Government Inspector.

John Evans, doggy, stated that there was only just room between the timbers for the tubs to pass.

Mr. Scott said he had examined the workings, and said he did not think any person was to blame; the fall of coal took place in the
boat-hole. He did not know what caused the timber to give way; neither was there a breach of the Mines Regulations.

The jury after a short consultation, returned a verdict of Accidental Death.

The Coroner observed that it was essentially necessary that the ‘competent person’ should thoroughly understand the rules, for he



was very sorry that a person should be criminally liable for the violation of the rules he was not able to read. It would be well if
‘competent persons’ would learn to read and write.

In answer to the Coroner, a friend of the deceased, named Jane Savage, stated that he had left a widow and four children, and in
consequence of the deceased being 7s 6d in arrears in the Miners’ Association the secretary had refused to pay the funeral money,
£5, and the usual subscriptions.

The Coroner: How long has the deceased been in the society? — Witness: Four years, sir.

The Coroner said this was a very hard case, and he considered that it was not legal to stop the money. If the friends of the de-
ceased would bring him the rules, he would let them know what action it would be advisable to take.

Other gentlemen endorsed the Coroner’s remarks, and steps will be taken to recover the money.”

Dudley and District News 4/12/1880

“Joseph Beardmore, of the COSELEY TAVERN, Coppice, was charged with allowing Martin Smallman to be in his house drunk
and asleep on the 20" inst. PC Patterson said he called Beardmore’s attention to the fact that Smallman was drunk and asleep.
Defendant said he considered Smallman to be quite sober, and others who were in the place also.

The Stipendiary said he should say nothing about the house as it was considered to be a respectable one, but the defendant knew
what might be the consequence of a conviction.

Fined 2s 6d and costs.”

Evening Express 11/1/1881
“Mr. Joseph Beardmore, of COSELEY TAVERN, was charged with being drunk in his own house on the 27% ult.

An officer found defendant, with five customers, in his kitchen, drunk and swearing, and he afterwards wanted to fight the officer.
The case being proved, the Stipendiary adjourned it for a fortnight, in order that defendant might produce his license, on which to
endorse the conviction.”

Evening Express 25/1/1881
“Joseph Beardmore, proprietor of the COSELEY TAVERN, was charged, on adjournment, with being drunk on his own premises

on Boxing Day.

Police-constable Paterson stated that on Boxing Day he found defendant drunk in his own house, and that he afterwards wanted to
fight him.

Having been previously convicted, defendant was fined 10s, and 14s 6d costs.”

1881 Census

20, Upper Ettingshall Road - COSELEY TAVERN

[1] Joseph Beardmore (54), licensed victualler and grocer, born Tipton;
[2] Sarah Beardmore (48), wife, born Willenhall;

[3] Sarah Stanley (65), sister, widow, visitor, born Birmingham;

[4] John Groves (13), nephew, scholar, born Willenhall:

Evening Express 28/7/1881
“W. H. Phillips, Esq, district coroner, held an inquest on Wednesday evening, at the COSELEY TAVERN, touching the death of

Charles Caddick, aged two years, son of William Caddick, a moulder, residing in the Coppice, Coseley, resulting from injuries
caused by a brewer’s cart, belonging to Mr. Smith, of the Fox Brewery, Wolverhampton. The proprietor was represented by Mr.
Everlet.

A man named John Hampton deposed that he was in Caddick Street on Tuesday morning and saw the accident occur. The driver
had the reins in his hands, and was standing up in the cart going at a very slow rate. The deceased ran in front of the right wheel,
fell down, and was crushed badly about the body. Witness did not attach any blame to the driver.

Mary Whitehouse stated that she saw the accident and picked up the child. The deceased, she said, was standing on the footpath,
near his parents’ residence, and when the horse and cart came near the child attempted to run across the road, but it fell in front of
the wheel. There was no blame to be attached to the driver.

The father of the deceased said he was satisfied that death had been caused accidentally, and a verdict to that effect was returned.
The coroner said parents were to blame in some cases for allowing their young children to run the streets, but in this case it was
not so, as the mother was ill and the father at work.”

Evening Star 9/6/1882
“On Thursday evening, at the TAVERN INN, Coppice, Coseley, Mr. W. H. Phillips, coroner, held an inquest on the body of Arthur

Jones, aged two years and eight months, son of John Jones, a miner of Coppice Road, Coseley, who died on Tuesday evening from
injuries sustained from a mare on the afternoon of that day, in a field near to his home.

The mother of the child died about two years ago, and since that time it has been under the care of Mrs. Mary Picken, the father
paying for such care. A few minutes before two o’clock on the day named the child left the house alone and went to play in a

field close to, belonging to Edward Wones. Soon after a child named Job Smallman, about five years of age, went to Emily Jane
Picken, Mrs. Picken’s daughter, and told her that the deceased had been run over by a horse in the field, upon which she went

and found him lying on the ground, bleeding very badly and insensible, and had a severe bruise on the left side of its head. They
were not aware that the mare and her foal were in the field. The child was at once taken home, and Dr. Baker, of the Coppice, was
called in, who gave every attention to it, but it died the same evening.



A little after two o’clock Joseph Sherwin, a rate collector, went by the field and saw a mare and her foal there, the mare apparently
striking with her fore feet at some object before her. He went to the gate and saw a child, about twenty yards away, and near to
where the mare had been striking, but did not know that the child had been kicked. He spoke to a girl near by to go and pick the
child up, and afterwards went on his way. The mare and the foal went into the road out of the field.

A girl, named Filister Allen, on her way to school, about two o’clock, saw the mare and foal running about, saw the deceased in
the grass, and went to pick him up, and found that he was bleeding very badly. When she tried to raise him up it cried out, ‘Oh
dear, knock off,” and lay down. She then called for assistance.

Abraham Wilkes, Coseley, said the mare and foal belonged to him, and that he rented a field near the Coppice Road from Edward
Wones, in which he placed them. A short time after he had placed them in the field on the day named he heard that the deceased
was injured, and on going towards the field found the mare and foal in the turnpike road coming home. He had fastened the field
gate safe, but on going to the field found it undone and open, which he could not account for. There was no public road near the
field where he placed the mare and foal.

In reply to questions put, he said the mare was no more vicious than others which had foals, and that he never knew the mare to
kick anyone.

The jury returned a verdict to the effect that the deceased died from injuries caused by a mare.”

Dudley and District News 30/9/1882
“At the Dudley County Court on Tuesday last, a petition was filed on behalf of Joseph Beardmore, of the Coppice, in the parish of
Sedgley, innkeeper and provision dealer. The liabilities are £650. Messrs. T. M. J. and A. Whitehouse are solicitors to the debtor.”

Dudley and District News 28/7/1883

“The Court Miners’ Friend, AOF, held their anniversary on Monday evening, at the house of Mr. Joseph Beardsmore, when a
goodly number of members paraded the parish, headed by the Excelsior brass band, after which the members and friends sat down
to an excellent repast. After the cloth had been withdrawn, Bro. John Bailey was appointed chairman, and Bro. Noah Fallons
vice-chairman. The band led the way to an evening’s enjoyment.

The Chairman spoke of the dangerous calling of the miners, and how many lives were lost by the mistakes that were now and then
made, and he impressed upon miners the necessity of learning more about their occupation than some miners had done in the past.
He was glad that they took notice of these things, as their banner depicted on one side an explosion, and on the other side widows
and fatherless children. He hoped that they would join hand-in-hand to help one another, as in this matter union was strength.

The evening was enlivened with songs from members and friends, the band playing a fine selection of music at intervals.

A vote of thanks was given to the host and hostess, the chairman, vice-chairman, and friends, and the management committee.
The National Anthem, played by the band, brought a pleasant evening to a close.”

1891 Census

16, Upper Ettingshall Road - COSELEY TAVERN

[1] Joseph Beardsmore (64), licensed victualler, born Tipton;

[2] Sarah Beardsmore (58), wife, born Willenhall;

[3] Maria Nicholls (20), general servant, born Brightside, Lancashire:

Joseph Beardmore died on 22™ April 1892.
Sarah Beardmore married Emanuel Purchase on 9" September 1893.

South Wales Daily News 21/2/1895

“Mr. A. B. Smith, deputy coroner, held an inquest at the COSELEY TAVERN, The Coppice, Coseley, Warwickshire [sic], on
Wednesday, relative to the death of Nellie Harrison, 30 years of age, who was found in an almost nude condition in a well at Cose-
ley, under mysterious circumstances, and died shortly afterwards from the effects of exposure. Deceased, who was a widow, was
the daughter of George Birken, commercial traveller, Coleman Street, Whitmore Reans, Wolverhampton, and formerly resided at
Bridgnorth with her parents, who kept a hostelry. She married a Bridgnorth gentleman, who was a scientific engineer, and it is
stated, at one time a member of the Bridgnorth Town Council. The husband, Mr. Harrison, died shortly after the marriage, and
deceased engaged herself as an assistant at an Hotel at Walsall, where she remained some time. Subsequently she assisted at the
COURTHOUSE INN, Sedgley, and for the past eight months she had been staying with Mrs. Attwood, landlady of the COSELEY
TAVERN. On Saturday afternoon last she was in her usual health, but soon after her uncle arrived from Birmingham she disap-
peared, and in the evening she was found in a well at the rear of the premises, sitting upright in about 15 inches of water. She was
nearly naked, having on only her boots and stockings. She was removed to the house, and a doctor sent for, but the unfortunate
woman expired in about half an hour after being discovered in the well.

The Jury returned a verdict to the effect ‘that deceased killed herself by exposing herself to the cold, but that there was no evi-
dence to show the state of her mind when she so exposed herself.””

1901 Census

15, Upper Ettingshall Road

[1] David Attwood (38), licensed victualler, born Sedgley;
[2] Rhoda Attwood (35), wife, born Blaina, Monmouthshire;
[3] Nathaniel Attwood (4), son, born Sedgley;



[4] Eliza Attwood (2), daughter, born Sedgley;
[5] Sarah Price (29), general servant, born Sedgley;
[6] Gertrude Hawkes (17), general servant, born Sedgley:

David Attwood died on 2™ January 1902.

David Millard Jnr. was born in 1881, the son of David and Ruth Millard.
David Millard was described as a brewer in 1900.

David Millard married Polly Round.

David Millard was the father of Kenneth Millard, builder.

It had a bowling green. [/903]
This later became grazing land.

1911 Census

Upper Ettingshall - COSELEY TAVERN

[1] David Millard (29), licensed victualler, born Coseley;

[2] Mary Jane Millard (29), wife, married 3 years, assisting in the business, born Coseley;
[3] Harold Denis Millard (2), son, born Coseley;

[4] Rose Corbett (19), servant, born Pensnett:

Staffordshire Advertiser 15/3/1913
“Bilston magistrates ..... sanction was given to alterations at the COSELEY TAVERN, The Coppice.”

Mary Jane Millard married George Ward in 1925.

Bilston & Willenhall Times 3/2/1934

“The first annual dinner of the Coseley Angling Society was held on Saturday night at the COSELEY TAVERN.

There was a good gathering, amongst those present being Mr. Geoffrey Peto, MP (president of the society), who distributed the

prizes in connection with the two fishing contests.....
The present membership was over 50, and was gradually increasing.....”

1939 Register
Caddick Street — COSELEY TAVERN

[1] Carl A. Davies, date of birth 13/3/1887, licensed victualler, married,
[2] Ethel M. Davies, dob 25/4/1889, unpaid domestic duties, married:
Howard Ernest Shepherd died here in 1982.

* possibly the same person

Terry Wall was married to Jenny.

A new bowling green was built ¢.2000.

[2018]

COTTAGE OF CONTENT

18, (52), Clarence Street, (Dudley Road), (Kent Street), (The Quarries), (Sheepcotwall), UPPER GORNAL

OWNERS

Amelia Jones, widow, Woodsetton
Anthony Lee, licensee

Richard Sidney Wilson, maltster, Ackleton
John Joule and Sons Ltd, Stone

Bass, Mitchells and Butlers

Enterprise Inns



LICENSEES

Martin Carter [1848]— 1856);

Mrs. Eliza Carter (1856 —[ ]

John Leek [1860]

Samuel Nicholls [ ] - 1860);

William Taylor (1860 — ]

Thomas Guest [1861]

Thomas Page [1867]

Samuel Nicholls [1868]

Samuel Naylor [1864] —1878);

Jane Tomlinson (1878 — 1881);

John Percival (1881 — 1882);
Anthony Lee (1882 —1901);

Richard Marsh (1901 —1907);
William Henry Webster (1907);
Arthur Joseph Bird (1907 — 1908);
William Allen (1908 — 1909);

George Henry Morgan (1909 — 1911);
Harry Johnson (1911);

John Thomas Hickman (1911 —1913);
Joshua Bradley (1913 —1914);
William Carter (1914 —1917);
Thomas Fellows (1917 — 1927);
Edith (Bailey) Fones (1927 —1928);
Ada Florence Morgan (1928 — 1930);
Ernest John Rolfe (1930 —1931);
Eileen Rolfe (1931 —1933);

Charles Edgar Yates (1933 —1943);
Agnes May Yates (1943 —1961);
James William ‘Jim’ Riley (1961 — 1977);
Byron Montgomery McFarlane (1977 — 1986);
Denise Davies (1986 — 1989);

Shirley Beardsmore (1989 — 1990);
Judy Elizabeth Jones (1990 — 1991);
Ann Bridgewater (1991);

Adele Yvette Richards (1991 — 1992);
Geoftrey Blower (1992 —[ |

NOTES

Sheepcotwall [1851]

The Quarries [1861]

52, Clarence Street [1881], [1901], [1911]
18, Clarence Street [1939]

COTTAGE SPRING [1856]

COTTAGE OF CONTENT [1849], [1861], /1868], [1870], [1990]
CABIN INN [1871], [1881], /1882], [1891], /1900], [1900], [1915]

It had a beerhouse license.

Wolverhampton Chronicle 30/8/1848

“Licensing Day. The Public Office, on Thursday last, was numerously attended by legal gentlemen, innkeepers, and others, on
the occasion of renewing innkeepers’ licenses, and the hearing of applications for fresh ones. The magistrates who attended in the
course of the sitting were H. Hill, W. Mannix, G. Briscoe, J. Barker, W. Tarratt, W. Fryer, D. Fereday, W. Baldwin, H. Foster, and
J. Loxdale, Esqgs. During the early part of their sittings G. B. Thornycroft, Esq, mayor of the borough, was on the bench. There
were about fifty applications for new licenses, and upwards of twenty were granted. The following is a list of the successful appli-

cants.....
Licenses were also granted to.....
Martin Carter, nail factor, Upper Gornall.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 12/9/1849



“On Saturday last an inquest was held before T. M. Phillips, Esq, at the sign of the COTTAGE OF CONTENT, Upper Gornal, on
the body of Joseph Hyde, a miner, who was killed by a fall of coal, while loading a skip, in a stall in a coalpit at the Dock, in the
parish of Dudley. The deceased, who was stooping when the coal fell from the roof, was dreadfully hurt on his back and on the
back of his neck. His death was instantaneous. As the pit was considered safe by a witness who worked in it, the jury returned a
verdict of Accidental Death.”

1851 Census

Sheepcotwall

[1] Martin Carter (44), nail factor and publican, born Gornall;

[2] Eliza Carter (33), wife, born Upton on Severn, Worcestershire;
[3] Matilda Carter (17), daughter, born Gornall;

[4] Elizabeth Carter (12), daughter, born Gornall;

[5] Absalom Carter (4), son, born Gornall;

[6] John Smith Carter (1), son, born Gornall;

[7] Jabez Blackham (26), lodger, shie maker, born Gornall:

Staffordshire Sentinel 25/10/1856
“On Tuesday, at Bilston Town Hall, the following intermediate transfer of licenses were granted.....
COTTAGE SPRING INN, Gornall, from the executors of Martin Carter to Eliza Carter, widow.”

1861 Census

The Quarries — COTAGE [sic] OF CONTENT

[1] Thomas Guest (36), victualler, born Wrens Nest Hill;
[2] Elizabeth Guest (36), wife, born Campourne, Cornwall,
[3] Ellen Bray (9), niece, born Campourne, Cornwall;

[4] Elizabeth Crow (19), general servant, born Sedgley:

Samuel Naylor, beer retailer, Upper Gornal. [1864], [1865]

Birmingham Journal 2/11/1867 - Advert
“Valuable Freehold & Copyhold Property And Building land, situated at Ruiton, Upper Gornal, in the parish of Sedgley.

To Be Sold By Auction, by Mr. John Bent (by order of the Devisees in Trust of the late Mr. John Harper), at the House of Mr.
Thomas Page, the COTTAGE OF CONTENT, Upper Gornal, on Wednesday, November 13, 1867, at Six o’clock in the evening,
subject to conditions then to be produced.....”

Birmingham Daily Post 9/7/1868 - Advert
“COTTAGE OF CONTENT, Upper Gornal.

To be Let, and may be entered upon immediately, the above Old-established Public House. The Premises are compact, comprising
Front Bar and Tap Room, Smoke Room, Kitchen, four Chambers, Brewhouse, good Cellar, Stabling, Piggery, and other Out-build-
ings, with Carriage Drive and retired Yard. The Premises are well supplied with Hard and Soft Water. Rent under £20 per annum,
and the in-coming moderate.

For further particulars and to treat, apply to Mr. John Bent, Auctioneer and Publicans’ Valuer, 205, Wolverhampton Street, Dud-
ley.”

Dudley Herald 26/9/1868 - Advert
“Clearing Out Sale ..... COTTAGE OF CONTENT, Upper Gornal ..... to be sold by auction, the whole of the excellent brewing
plant.....”

Birmingham Daily Gazette 15/2/1869
“The following bankrupts came up on Friday at the County Court.....

Thomas Page, Upper Gornal, Sedgley, limestone miner. First examination, Mr. G. B. Lowe supporting the bankrupt. The liabili-
ties were £125 4s 4d; assets £3 18s 4d. The 20" of March was fixed for the bankrupt’s last examination.”

London Gazette 30/3/1869

“Thomas Page, now at lodgings with Mary Ann Page, of Hermit Row, Upper Gornal, in the parish of Sedgley, in the county of
Stafford, Limestone Miner, and late of the COTTAGE OF CONTENT INN, Upper Gornal aforesaid, Licensed Victualler and
Limestone Miner, adjudicated bankrupt on the 26th day of January, 1869. An Order of Discharge was granted by the County
Court of Worcestershire, holden at Dudley, on the 20th day of March, 1869.”

Aris’s Birmingham Gazette 28/8/1869
“The annual licensing meeting for the Bilston division took place yesterday, at the Police Court.

The following beerhouse keepers had been fined during the past five years.....
For keeping open during prohibited hours.....
Samuel Naylor, Upper Gornal, 1s and costs.”



1871 Census

Clarence Street — CABIN INN

[1] Samuel Naylor (41), miner &c, born Woodsetton;

[2] Eliza Naylor (38), wife, born Woodsetton;

[3] Joseph Naylor (17), labourer, born Woodsetton;

[4] Hannah Naylor (15), daughter, born Woodsetton;

[5] Rachel Naylor (12), daughter, scholar, born Upper Gornal;
[6] Richard Naylor (9), son, scholar, born Upper Gornal;

[7] Elizabeth Naylor (6), daughter, scholar, born Upper Gornal;
[8] Mira Naylor (3), daughter, born Upper Gornal:

Samuel Naylor, beer retailer, Upper Gornal. [1872]
Dudley Herald 2/10/1880 - Advert

“Public House to Let, the CABIN, Upper Gornal, low rent, and in-coming low; a good opportunity.
Apply to Isaac Tomlinson, upon the premises. Coal and Breeze Business connected.”

Evening Express 22/1/1881 - Advert
“Public House to Let, the CABIN, Upper Gornal; low rent, and in-coming low; a good opportunity, to be taken at valuation.

Apply, Isaac Tomlinson, upon the premises.”

1881 Census

Clarence Street — CABIN

[1] John Percival (25), publican, born Roseville;

[2] Mary E. Percival (18), wife, born Princes End;

[3] Sarah A. Percival (1), daughter, born Woodsetton;
[4] Eliza Eades (19), general servant, born Staffordshire:

Dudley and District News 14/1/1882

“John Percival, of the CABIN INN, Dudley Road, Upper Gornal, was charged with allowing gambling in his house on two occa-
sions in November last. Mr. Stokes of Dudley defended.

It appeared that two strange police-officers in plain clothes visited the house on the 10th and 12th November, when they discov-
ered a number of men drinking, and they were also engaged in playing cards for the ale supplied. Defendant himself was also
gambling with the men on one of the occasions.

Mr. Stokes admitted that the defendant had behaved very indiscreetly in suffering gaming to take place, and pleaded inexperience
of the defendant, who only recently took to the house as his excuse.

He was fined £5 and costs for the first offence, and 1s and costs for the second case.”

John Percival — see also WHITE HART, Bilston.

1891 Census

52, Clarence Street — CABIN INN

[1] Anthony Lee (39), tailor and publican, born Sedgley;
[2] Catherine Lee (36), wife, born Brettel Lane;

[3] Violet Lee (8), daughter, scholar, born Gornal,

[4] Liza G. Lee (5), daughter, scholar, born Gornal,

[5] Lillian Lee (4), daughter, scholar, born Gornal;

[6] Clara Hill (20), domestic servant, born Gornal:

Anthony Lee issued tokens from here — CABIN INN.

Dudley Herald 21/7/1900

“The first meeting of the Sedgley and District Junior League takes place at the CABIN INN, Upper Gornal, on July 14", when all
intending members would do well to attend.”

[This is a cricket league]

Staffordshire Advertiser 25/8/1900

“At the annual licensing meeting for Bilston division, Supt. Walters reported that there were 354 licensed houses in the division,
which gave one to every 181 of the population. During the year, four licensed victuallers and two beerhouse keepers had been
convicted. Compared with the previous 12 months, this was a decrease of one licensed victualler and three beerhouse keepers
convicted. Since the last meeting 565 males and 82 females were proceeded against for drunkenness, 548 males and 75 females
being convicted. As against last year, this showed an increase of 49 males convicted, and a decrease of four females.
Objections were made, on the ground of convictions, to the renewal of the licenses of.....




Anthony Lee, CABIN INN, Upper Gornal.....

The Chairman said it was gratifying that there had been fewer charges against licensed victuallers, but he was sorry that there had
been an increase in the number of persons proceeded against for drunkenness.

Mr. R. A. Willcock referred to the ‘long pull’ question, and said notice of opposition to two license holders with respect to that
matter had been served. After the attitude taken on the previous day by the Wolverhampton county magistrates, the Council of the
Wolverhampton and District Licensed Victuallers” Association had decided to take no further action, and the notices of objection
would be withdrawn. The licenses to which the police objected were renewed.”

1901 Census

52, Clarence Street

[1] Richard Marsh (41), foreman bricklayer, born Sedgley;

[2] L. Marsh (36), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] Lottie Marsh (12), daughter, born Sedgley;

[4] Florrie Marsh (10), daughter, born Sedgley;

[5] Beatrice Marsh (7), daughter, born Sedgley;

[6] Annie Marsh (3), daughter, born Sedgley;

[7] Joseph Marsh (10 months), son, born Sedgley;

[8] E. Hale (40), sister in law, unmarried, barmaid, born Sedgley:

Tipton Herald 6/2/1909

“James Morgan, a young man, of Upper Gornal, was charged with being drunk and disorderly on licensed premises.

PC North stated that he found defendant creating a disturbance at the CABIN INN, Upper Gornal, kept by defendant’s brother.
The accused, who expressed contrition, was fined 10s 6d.”

A billiard license was granted on 10" February 1911.

1911 Census

52, Clarence Street

[1] Harry Johnson (46), married, innkeeper (manager), born Birmingham;
[2] Elizabeth Johnson (70), mother, widow, born London, Essex;

[3] Kathleen Johnson (9), daughter, school, born Smethwick;

[4] Elizabeth Tranter (22), general servant, born Smethwick:

County Express 19/7/1913 - Advert

“Highly Important Announcement of Sale by Auction of Fourteen Freehold Fully-Licensed and On-Beerhouse Properties, in and
around Coseley, Bilston, Darlaston, Sedgley, and Tipton.

Alfred W. Dando & Co. have received instructions to Sell by Auction, at the STAR AND GARTER HOTEL, Wolverhampton,
on Tuesday, July 22", 1913, at 6.30 for 7 o’clock in the Evening precisely, subject to Conditions of Sale then to be produced, as
follows.....

Lot 1. The SWAN INN, Darkhouse Lane, Deepfields, Coseley (fully-licensed), as occupied by Mr. Davies, together with the Two
Dwelling Houses adjoining, being Nos.10 and 16, Darkhouse Lane.

Lot 2. The PAINTERS ARMS INN, Avenue Road, Coseley (fully-licensed), as occupied by Mr. Davies.

Lot 3. The RED LION INN, Castle Street, Coseley (Beechouse-on), with large area of Land, as occupied by Mr. John Groves.
Lot 4. The IVY HOUSE INN, Ivy House Lane, Coseley (fully-licensed) as occupied by Mr. Cahill or his under-tenant, together
with the Dwelling House, Numbered 23, Ivy House Lane, occupying a large area of land.

Lot 5. The SUMMER HOUSE INN, School Street, Roseville, Coseley (Beerhouse-on), as let to Mr. G. W. Davies.

Lot 6. The ROLLING MILL INN, Millfield Road, Bilston (Beerhouse-on), extending to and fronting Union Street, with large
area of Land, as occupied by Mr. Eli Cresswell.

Lot 6a. Union Street. Two Unnumbered Dwelling Houses adjoining the above, with large walled-in Yard and Outbuildings, as let
to John Beaton and David Lloyd.

Lot 7. The BARLEY MOW INN, Oxford Street, Bilston (Beerhouse-on), as occupied by Mrs. Sarah Hughes.

Lot 8. The CALIFORNIA INN, Hatton Street, Bradley, near Bilston(Beerhouse-on), as occupied by Mr. John Morgan, with the
Five Dwelling Houses, being No.38, California Street, and Nos.1 to 7 (odd numbers), at the rear of same.

Lot 9. The PRINCE OF WALES, Walsall Road, between Darlaston and Wednesbury (Beerhouse-on), as occupied by Mr. Thomas
Burfoot.

Lot 10. The NEW INN, The Green (opposite Horton Street), Darlaston (6-day Licence Beerhouse-on), as occupied by Mrs.
Snape.

Lot 11. The MINERS ARMS INN, Ruiton Street, Lower Gornal (fully-licensed), as let to Mr. Enoch Smart.

Lot I1a. Nos.90 and 91, Ruiton Street, Lower Gornal. Two Excellent Cottages adjoining the above, with pleasant Gardens and
the usual Outbuildings.

Lot 12. The SHAKESPEARE INN, Kent Street, Upper Gornal (fully-licensed), as occupied by Mr. Isaac Smart.

Lot 13. The CABIN INN, Kent Street, Upper Gornal (Beerhouse-on), as occupied by Mr. Joshua Bradley.

Lot 14. The BOAT INN, Boat Row, off Park Lane West, Tipton (fully-licensed), as occupied by Mr. John Johnson, with the
Dwelling House, No.14 adjoining.




Auctioneers’ Notes: The foregoing 14 Licensed Houses, 6 of which are Fully-licensed and 8 On-Beerhouses, form as a whole,
one of the most important lots of Licensed Properties brought under the hammer in the district within recent years. They have
been carefully acquired from time to time, and are situate in well-populated localities, for the most part within easy distance of the
largest works in Staffordshire.

The Houses are held either on short tenancies or under management, and in most cases possession may be had of the goodwill

of the various businesses upon completion of the purchases; a fine opportunity therefore presents itself to Brewers wishing to in-
crease their barrelage, or to private individuals desiring to embark in the trade. The Houses as a whole are in good order, commo-
dious, well arranged, and doing genuine trades.

Further detailed particulars may be obtained from of Messrs. Hall, Pratt and Pritchard, Solicitors, Bilston; or the Auctioneers,
Dudley.”

Birmingham Daily Post 8/5/1915 - Advert
“Under A Deed Of Assignment.

Re Richard Sidney Wilson, trading as R. S. Wilson & Son.

Preliminary Announcement Of Sale By Auction of Eleven Freehold, Fully-Licensed and On-Beerhouse Properties, Brewery Prem-
ises & Dwelling Houses in and around Darlaston, Sedgley, Coseley, Bilston, Tipton, Ackleton, and Bridgnorth.

Alfred W. Dando & Co. have received instructions from R. H. Jonson, Esq. (Messrs. Muras and Co., Chartered Accountants,
Wolverhampton), the Trustees as above, to Sell by Auction early in June, the following Properties.

The PRINCE OF WALES INN, Walsall Road, between Darlaston and Wednesbury (Beerhouse-On).

The MINERS ARMS INN, Ruiton Street, Lower Gornal (Fully Licensed), and Two Cottages.

The SWAN INN, Darkhouse Lane, Deepfields, Coseley (Fully Licensed), and Two Dwelling Houses.

The BARLEY MOW INN, Oxford Street, Bilston (Beerhouse-On).

The ROLLING MILL INN, Millfield Road, Bilston (Beerhouse-On), and Two Cottages.

The CALIFORNIA INN, Hatton Street, Bradley, near Bilston (Beerhouse-On), and five Dwelling Houses.

The BOAT INN, Boat Row, off Park Lane West, Tipton (Fully Licensed).

The RED LION INN, Castle Street, Coseley, (Beerhouse-On).

The SUMMER HOUSE INN, School Street, Roseville, Coseley (Beerhouse-On).

The CABIN INN, Kent Street, Upper Gornal (Beerhouse-On).

The Folly Inn, Ackleton, 5% miles from Bridgnorth and Albrighton, and about 10 miles from Wolverhampton (Beerhouse-On),
with Cottage Residence.

The Castle Brewery, Bridgnorth, with Fixed Plant.

Further particulars will appear in future announcements.

Auctioneer’s Offices, 193, Wolverhampton Street, Dudley. (Tele.56).”

Catalogue for Auction on 2/6/1915

“Under a Deed if Assignment. Re Richard Sidney Wilson, trading as R. S. Wilson &Son.

Highly Important Announcement of Sale by Auction of Eleven Freehold Fully Licensed and On-Beerhouse Properties, Brewery
Premises and Dwelling Houses.....

The following Eleven Licensed Houses, Three of which are Fully-Licensed and Eight On-Beerhouses, together with the Brewery,
form as a whole, one of the most important lots of Licensed Properties brought under the hammer in the district within recent
years. They have been carefully acquired from time to time and are situate in well populated localities, for the most part within
easy distance of some of the largest works in Staffordshire, and as they are being offered by direction of the Trustee under a Deed
of Assignment, a fine opportunity presents itself to Brewers wishing to increase their barrelage or to private individuals desiring
to embark in the trade, of acquiring houses which as a whole are in good order, commodious, well arranged, doing genuine trades,
and possession of which may be obtained in most cases upon completion and otherwise at early dates afterwards.....

Lot 10. The CABIN INN, Kent Street, Upper Gornal (Beerhouse-On). Under Management.

A well known Public House containing Entrance Passage, Bar Smoke Room front 12° x 12°, Tap Room front 16’ x 11°, Club
Room 24’ x 12, Two Bedrooms, Kitchen and Cellars, together with Brewhouse, Piggeries and other Outbuildings, the Property
situate on the main road between Wolverhampton and Dudley.”

[It was withdrawn at £530.]

South Staffordshire Times 12/8/1922

“Richard Westwood (30), of 17, The Wynd, Sedgley, was summoned for being drunk and disorderly outside the COTTAGE OF
CONTENT on the Dudley Road late on Bank Holiday night, and denied the charge,

PC Nutt said that at about 10.10pm on Monday night the defendant was outside the COTTAGE OF CONTENT, a licensed house
on the Dudley Road, and was under the influence of drink. He was punching and kicking all round him in his endeavour to get at
a man whom he wanted to fight. He refused to go home when requested by witness, used vile and threatening language and had to
be taken into custody.

Defendant when asked by the magistrates’ clerk if he wished to question retorted: Do you pay your officers to knock men about in
your district?

PC Pitt deposed to seeing a crowd of 300 persons around the COTTAGE OF CONTENT at Upper Gornal, and corroborated PC
Nutt’s evidence. In reply to a question he said PC Nutt did not offer defendant any violence.

A penalty of 20/-, or 14 days imprisonment, was the sentence.”



South Staffordshire Times 9/2/1924

“Bilston Licensing.......

Superintendent Higgs had served notices on the landlords of the COTTAGE OF CONTENT, Upper Gornal, and the SEVEN
STARS, Gospel End Street, Sedgley, on the grounds that the premises were defective. Remarks were made by the Licensing
Justices at their annual sessions in 1923 respecting the dirty condition and defective sanitary arrangements of certain licensed
premises, and, the Superintendent added, he regretted to have to report that several still needed remedying.....

Respecting the COTTAGE OF CONTENT, Upper Gornal, Inspector Parsons, gave particulars of defects alleged by the police,
including a defective chimney, and the dirty condition of the smoke room, where paper was hanging from the walls.

Mr. J. T. Higgs took the formal objection that with regard to ante *69 beerhouses the license could not be taken away on the
ground of structural deficiencies. If the authorities wished to take away the license on ground of redundancy for compensation,
that would create another position.

The case was postponed until the adjourned sessions.”

South Staffordshire Times 8/3/1924

“The adjourned Licensing Sessions for the Bilston Division were held yesterday, before a full Bench of Justices, Mr. E. Hickman
presided.....

Applications were made for the renewal of the licenses of the SEVEN STARS, Gospel End Street, Sedgley; the WHITE LION,
Bilston Street, Sedgley; the COTTAGE OF CONTENT, Clarence Street, Upper Gornal, which were adjourned from the last sitting
of the justices for certain structural alterations to be carried out. The police were satisfied in each instance, and the licenses were
granted.”

Edith Bailey married Arthur Fones on 10™ April 1927.
She died on 19" December 1928.

Staffordshire Advertiser 21/5/1938
“Sixteen applications, granted earlier in the year by the local justices, remained to be dealt with when an adjourned meeting of the
Staffordshire County Licensing Confirmation Committee was held at the Shirehall, Stafford, on Tuesday.....

A licence to sell wine was granted to Charles Edgar Yates, licensee of the COTTAGE OF CONTENT, Upper Gornal, at present a
beerhouse.”

1939 Register
18, Clarence Street

[1] Charles E. Yates, date of birth 26/3/1895, licensee, married;

[2] Agnes M. Yates, dob 15/6/1897, wife of licensee, married,

[3] Iris M. (Yates) Hodgetts, dob 12/1/1920, shop assistant, grocer, single;

[4] William C. Yates, dob 16/11/1921, shop assistant, hairdresser, single;

A team from here took part in the Sedgley and District Domino League. [1946]
A football team was based here.

[1997]

Closed [1998]
It was converted into Café Casita Trattoria (opened in September 1999).

COTTAGE SPRING

Straits Road, The Straits, (Straits Green), (Cotwall End), LOWER GORNAL

OWNERS

LICENSEES

Benjamin Smith [1860] —[1861]

Thomas Jones [1862]—[1873]

NOTES



Benjamin Smith, beer retailer, Straits Green. [1860]

1861 Census

Straits - COTTAGE SPRING

[1] Benjamin Smith (40), horse dealer, born Sedgley;
[2] Sarah Smith (39), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] Benjamin Smith (14), son, scholar, born Sedgley;
[4] John Smith (13), son, scholar, born Sedgley;

[5] Mary Smith (11), daughter, scholar, born Sedgley;
[6] Sarah Smith (9), daughter, scholar, born Sedgley;
[7] Elizabeth Smith (7), daughter, scholar, born Sedgley;
[8] Samuel Smith (4), son, scholar, born Sedgley;

[9] Louisa Smith (2), daughter, scholar, born Sedgley;
[10] Thomas Smith (1), son, born Sedgley:

Wolverhampton Chronicle 4/9/1861 - Advert
“The Straits, Lower Gornal, in the parish of Sedgley.

Mr. Thomas Cooksey will Sell by Auction, upon the premises of Mr. Benjamin Smith, the Straits, Lower Gornal, on Monday, the
16" day of September, 1861, an assemblage of Household Furniture, comprising mahogany dining tables, pianoforte, mahogany
sofa, arm chairs, Windsor chairs, chimney glass, mahogany cupboard, chimney ornaments, oak tables, chairs, chests of drawers,
beer machine, clock, large quantity of glass, with a variety of other household furniture.

Also 140-gallon Copper, ten bags of malt, 12 bushel Mashing Tub, fifteen Barrels, nearly new, with everything necessary for
brewing; two Wooden Stables, one 36 feet long and 10 feet wide; two Milched Cows, nine fat Sheep, Mare and Colt, fat Pig, and a
lot of Store Pigs.

Sale punctually at eleven o’clock in the morning.

Catalogues at the Offices of the Auctioneer, Sedgley.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 11/9/1861 - Advert
“Gospel End. A First-Rate Public House.

To Bet Let, with immediate possession, the Sign of the SPRING COTTAGE. [sic]

It contains four places downstairs, a bar and bar parlour, lower parlour, and tap room; upstairs, it contains four rooms, three
sleeping rooms, and an extensive club room; two extensive cellars with everything that is requisite; Brewhouse, stabling and barn,
two large gardens, with fruit trees of all kinds; Field at the back of the barn, Piggeries, and an excellent supply of water, both clean
and soft; a good Bowling Alley, room for Quoit Pitching, or any out-door amusements. Joining the main road from Sedgley to
Baggeridge. Rent low, and a good business doing. The present proprietor leaving on account of other engagements.

For further particulars apply to Joseph Moreton, RED COW INN, Bilston; or on the premises.”

Birmingham Daily Post 29/10/1862
“The shocking particulars which rumour has freely circulated concerning a child that was found ‘scorched to a cinder’ at the

Straits, through the culpability or something worse on the part of its parent, have not, as is usually the case, been exaggerated into
a complete distortion of the facts. The sad account will be best gleaned from the subjoined evidence, taken on Monday evening
last, at the FIDDLERS ARMS, Lower Gornal, before Mr. Phillips, Deputy Coroner, and a respectable body of Jurors.

Rachel Thompson, a girl of fourteen, swore that she lived with her father, Isaac Thompson, a labourer, at the Straits. Her father
was absent from home the greater part of Sunday week, and returned home between nine and ten that night. Her mother ‘run off”
on the previous Friday, and had only been in the house for a few hours since up to that time. She herself had attended to the chil-
dren on the Sunday, and they and herself were in bed when their father returned home at night. She left him, however, a candle

on the table. When he came in he said ‘“Where is the candle?’ and I told him on the table. He then asked where Martha and Mary
(my sisters) were, and as they were a-bed, he came up stairs with the lighted candle, and took Martha down stairs. I did not con-
sider that he was ‘tipsy’ at the time. He always took Martha out of bed to give her some of his supper. I am quite sure Martha was
alive when he took her down because I heard her laugh and make a noise when he brought her to my bedroom door, and asked me
if all the children were safe a-bed. The next morning (Monday) my father asked me if while I was in bed I had seen Martha, as he
had forgotten where he put her after he fetched her downstairs. He got up and found her, and said she was ‘roasted,” and was lying
close to the fender before the fire. I did not smell ‘any smell,” or hear any noise during the night. The child was scorched to death.
Father did not tumble down the stairs, for I heard him give Martha some supper and talk to her.

Mr. Henry Ballenden, surgeon of Sedgley, deposed to making a post-mortem examination of the body of Martha Thompson, a
child of seventeen months old. The body externally was extremely thin and wasted, and looked more of the age of a three months’
child than its real age. It presented marks of severe burns on its left arm, and a great part of the skin and flesh were completely
burnt away. The flesh on the chest and bowels was also much charred down to the ribs. The burns appeared to have been done
after death, except two very small blisters at the bottom of the back, which might have been done before life was extinct. The
internal organs were sound, excepting the brain, which was congested. There was also congestion of the lungs. The stomach was
filled with food, chiefly imperfectly masticated potatoes. From these indications I conclude that the child died from suffocation,
and was afterwards burned. He could not positively say what occasioned the suffocation, but he was quite satisfied that the child
did not die from burns, but from the suffocation.

Phoebe Jones, wife of Thomas Jones, proprietor of the COTTAGE SPRING, public-house at the Straits, said she knew the de-



ceased child, and saw it alive about a month ago. It was then very thin, and not able to walk or crawl, and could scarcely make
any noise. Isaac Thompson, the father of the deceased, had a pint of ale at their house on the Sunday night in question. He
seemed ‘rather tipsy’ when he came in, and he remained about half an hour, but did not drink all the ale himself. He appeared
‘solid,’ that is he was as upright as anyone else, and walked steady when he left, alone, about a quarter past nine o’clock.

William Russell spoke to his having ale at Jones’s, but when he left he was only ‘market pert.’

The Coroner then asked Thompson if he desired to make any statement, cautioning him that it might be used against him if he was
placed on his trial.

Thompson than made the following statement: I remember very well on Sunday night, about half-past nine to quarter to ten, when
I went home and called Rachel, and asked her if her mother had been at home, and she said “Yes,” and I said, ‘How long has she
been gone away?’ and she told me that it had not been long. I then asked if Martha and Mary, her sisters, were in bed, and she said
they were, and she had not given them anything to eat since four o’clock in the afternoon, when she gave the youngest, Martha,
the deceased, some sop, made of tea and bread, I ‘tended’ the candle that was left on the table, and went upstairs, and found Mary
and Martha in bed. I picked Martha up, as I generally do, in my arms, and asked Rachel if the other children were safe. I took
Martha downstairs and ‘gave she’ some of my supper, and afterwards sat talking to her for about ten minutes. I felt as if I wanted
to go to the water closet, and laid her down on the screen and placed my jacket over her, and went out, and on returning sat on the
opposite bench. Feeling sleepy I lay down, not thinking to go to sleep, but I dropped asleep. When I found myself in bed about

a quarter to five o’clock on the following morning, with Mary by my side, I felt for Martha, but could not find her. I then called

to Rachel, and asked her if she had taken her out of bed, and she said, ‘You took her to give her some supper, and I have not seen
her since.” I then said, ‘Oh, dear, I have left her on the screen,” jumped up, and ran downstairs, with only my shirt on, and ran to
the place I put her on. The house was dark, as the fire was almost out. In going to the screen my foot catched her on the hearth.

I stooped down and picked her up. I then called my eldest daughter Rachel down, and I sent her to tell Mr. Smith how I found it
burned. I afterwards sent to Mr. Tomlinson, at the Sedgley police station, to tell him what had happened, and that is all I know.
The room was then cleared, and the Jury, after a lengthy conference, returned a verdict of Manslaughter against the father of the
deceased, Isaac Thompson.”

[In January 1863 another inquest was held at the FIDDLERS ARMS, concerning the death of Hannah, aged eight
years, another daughter of Isaac Thompson, who it was alleged was beaten to death, with a poker, by her father.]

[At the Staffordshire Lent Assizes, in March 1863, Isaac Thompson appeared, charged with feloniously killing his
daughter, Hannah, he pleaded not guilty, and was found not guilty. He was also charged with having killed his daugh-
ter, Martha, no evidence was offered and he was found not guilty, but sentenced to a fortnight of hard labour.]

Thomas Jones, beer retailer, Straits Green. [1868], [1870]
Bells Life in London and Sporting Chronicle 7/1/1871

“G. Kirby will run W. Millard (Dusty) of Dudley 120 yards, if he will allow him two yards start, or J. Wright of Woodside 120
yards level. Either match can be made for £10 or £15 a side at Mr. Jones’s, the COTTAGE SPRING, Gornal.”

1871 Census

Straits Road — COTTAGE SPRING

[1] Thomas Jones (49), innkeeper, born Sedgley;

[2] Phoebe Jones (49), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] Charlotte Bate (22), general servant, born Sedgley:

Thomas Jones was fined 10s and costs for permitting drunkenness, in July 1871.

Staffordshire Advertiser 5/10/1872

“Adjourned Licensing Day.....

An application to sell ale off the premises was made by Mr. Cartwright on behalf of Thomas Jones, of the SPRING COTTAGE,
Cotwell End, but it was opposed by Mr. Stokes, on behalf of Mr. Taylor, agent to the Earl of Dudley. Refused.”

Birmingham Daily Post 30/8/1873
“Yesterday the annual licensing meeting for Bilston and the neighbourhood was held in the Petty Sessions Court.....

The proceedings opened by Chief Superintendent McCrea presenting his annual ‘black list.” In doing so he remarked that it only
indicated eleven offenders, whilst a twelvemonth ago there were twenty-nine. This comparison, he considered, was the clearest
substantiation of the beneficial operation of the recent Licensing Act.....

Applications were then considered.....

Mr. Young (instructed by Mr. Cartwright) applied, on behalf of Thomas Jones, of the COTTAGE SPRING, Cotwall End, for a
beerhouse license, and Mr. J. Underhill (duly instructed) opposed the application, which was eventually withdrawn on discovering
that the applicant’s house was insufficiently rented to meet the requirements of the Act.”

Dudley Herald 3/7/1875
“Sale ..... freehold property formerly known as the COTTAGE SPRING INN ..... with the land in private tenure.”

County Express 20/4/1878
“At Sedgley Police Court, on Saturday, Joseph Cornelius Tomlinson, was charged with stealing a watch and chain and two




sovereigns, the property of Mr. Thomas Jones, a retired licensed victualler. Mr. Jones who until recently kept the COTTAGE
SPRING INN, at the Straits, Sedgley, had been at Upper Gornal on Thursday, and left the HORSE AND JOCKEY INN at that
place about eleven to go home. He stated that Tomlinson joined him on the way and ‘got fumbling him.” The next morning he
missed his money and his watch. Early the same morning Tomlinson tried to dispose of the watch at the FIDDLERS ARMS INN,
Lower Gornal, but the proprietor’s son, to whom it had been offered as a bargain, refused to purchase. When Jones visited this
house shortly afterwards Tomlinson gave him back the watch, repudiating all knowledge of the money. Later in the day, however,
Tomlinson exchanged a sovereign in the purchase of some tobacco, at Gornal Wood, and on being arrested declared that Jones had
given him the watch to take care of for him.

For the defence, accused stoutly averred his innocence, alleging that he picked up the money the next morning at a spot close to
the Abbey, where Jones had fallen down the previous night on his way home, the sovereigns were in the mud. He was committed
for trial at the next Staffordshire Quarter Sessions.”

[At the Quarter Sessions, Tomlinson was charged with ‘larceny from the person,” and was sentenced to two months’
imprisonment.]

Thomas Jones — see also BULLS HEAD.

COTTAGE SPRING

33, Hermits Row, (Pale Piece), Ruiton, UPPER GORNAL

OWNERS

Carter

Joseph Guest

James Guest, brewer, Upper Gornal

Joseph Round Cartwright, gentleman, Upper Gornal

Thomas Jackson Barnett, auctioneer, Wolverhampton (acquired in 1879)
William Henry Anderson, wine merchant, Wolverhampton (acquired in 1883)

LICENSEES

Edwin Leek []-1860);

Thomas Guest (1860 — 1863);
John Waterfield (1863 — /865]
Thomas Page [1867]

Joseph Oldfield [1869]

Edward Allen [1870] — 1878);
Joseph John Guest (1878 — 1884);
Robert Elliott (1884 — 1885);
Philip Benjamin Yardley (1885):

NOTES

Wolverhampton Chronicle 1/9/1858
“Mr. Underhill applied for a license for a public house called the PAINTERS ARMS, situated at Upper Gornal, and in support of

the application remarked that it did not come so much in the form of an application for a new license as for a transfer of an old
one. Mr. Guest had, he said, recently purchased some property, called the COTTAGE SPRING, belonging to a person named Car-
ter, situated about sixty or seventy yards from the house to which he wanted the license transferred. The license to the COTTAGE
SPRING had been renewed that morning in the usual form, and it was the intention of Mr. Guest, if the Magistrates would grant a
license for the PAINTERS ARMS, to give up the license granted that morning for the COTTAGE SPRING.

Mr. Waterhouse opposed on behalf of Mr. Hughes, the occupier of the LIMERICK, the adjoining house. The Magistrates agreed
to reserve their decision until the adjourned licensing day.”

Staffordshire Advertiser 2/10/1858
“Bilston Adjourned Licensing Day.....

The application of James Guest, Upper Gornall, for the transfer of a license from an old-licensed house to a beerhouse was re-
fused.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 23/9/1863 - Advert



“Clearing-Out Sale. To-Morrow, Thursday.

COTTAGE SPRING, Pale Piece, Upper Gornal.

Mr. John Cassere will Sell by Auction tomorrow, Thursday, September 24, without the least reserve, the whole of the excellent
Brewing Plant, Fixtures, Ale Machine, Furnaces, large capitally-made Ale Casks, one 360 gallons; 18 strike Mash Tub, Coolers,
Tubs, costly slate-bottom registered Bagatelle Table, Benches, Screens, Square Pianoforte, the whole of the Household Furniture,
together with numerous other effects, all of which will be sold without the slightest reserve, the property of Mr. Thos. Guest, who
is leaving the house and retiring from the trade.

Catalogues are now ready, and may be obtained at the offices of the Auctioneer, 61, Snowhill, Wolverhampton.”

Joseph Oldfield was fined £5 plus 9s 6d costs for permitting drunkenness in April 1869.
Edward Allen was fined £5 plus costs for permitting drunkenness in April 1870.

1871 Census

33, Hermit’s Row — Public House

[1] Edward Allen (42), licensed victualler, born Sedgley;

[2] Hannah Allen (42), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] William Allen (8), son, scholar, born Sedgley;

[4] Tabitha Austin (20), general servant, born Shifnal, Shropshire:

1881 Census

33, Hermit Row

[1] Joseph Guest (32), publican, born Sedgley;

[2] Sarah Guest (27), wife, born Dudley;

[3] Ellen Guest (5), daughter, scholar, born Sedgley;
[4] Kate Guest (3), daughter, scholar, born Sedgley;
[5] Frank Guest (1), son, born Sedgley;

[6] Rachel Allen (14), servant, nurse, born Sedgley:

Joseph Guest issued tokens from here - COTTAGE SPRING.

London Gazette 4/3/1881

“To be Sold, pursuant to a Judgement of the High Court of Justice, Chancery Division, made in a matter and cause re James Guest,
deceased the Staffordshire Joint Stock Bank Limited against Guest ..... at the STAR AND GARTER HOTEL, Victoria Street,
Wolverhampton ..... on Friday, the 18" day of March, 1881.....

Certain freehold property, situate at Upper Gornal, near Dudley ..... a well-established brewery known as the Sheepcote Brewery,
with the yard and appurtenances belonging thereto; also an old licensed public house, called the COTTAGE SPRING INN, and
two small cottages adjoining, and a piece of building land adjoin the last mentioned premises, containing an area of 500 square
yards, or thereabouts.....”

London Gazette 27/4/1883

“To be Sold, pursuant to a Judgement of the High Court of Justice, Chancery Division, made in a matter and cause re James Guest,
deceased, the Staffordshire Joint Stock Bank v Guest ... at the STAR AND GARTER HOTEL, Victoria Street, Wolverhampton
..... on Wednesday, the 16" day of May, 1883.....

Certain freehold property situate at Upper Gornal, near Dudley ..... old-established licensed public house, called COTTAGE
SPRING INN, and two small cottages adjoining, and a piece of building land adjoining; the entire area of the property being 1,016
square yards, or thereabouts.....”

Note in Licensing Register

“At Adjourned Licensing Meeting, 25" September 1885, an Order was made sanctioning the removal of this license to premises
used as a beerhouse.”

This order of removal was confirmed by the County Licensing Committee on 9" October 1885.

COTTAGE SPRING

9, Brook Street (Road), WOODSETTON

OWNERS

William Hodgetts
Elizabeth Hodgetts



Courage Ltd.
Black Country Traditional Inns (acquired in 2012)

LICENSEES

Elizabeth Hodgetts [1871]

William Hodgetts [1872] — 1890);
Elizabeth J Mason and John Kitley (1890);
Abraham Hampton (1890 — 1895);

Mrs. Elizabeth Jane Hampton (1895 — 1899);
Zachariah William Mason (1899 — 1904);
William Smallwood (1904 — 1905);
William Perks (1905 —1907);

Ernest Flavell (1907);

Walter Foster (1907 —1916);

Mrs. Elizabeth Walters (1916 — 1918);
Benjamin Parkes (1918 —1922);

Harry Millington (1922 — 1925);

Joseph Thomas Wilger (1925 —1929);
Lottie (Woodhall) Plant (1929 — 1930);
William Henry Tomlinson (1930 — /1940]
Louis Albert Hands [1980]

Brian Holland [1990]

Anthony Owen (1995 —2000)

Peter Knight [2003] —2009)

Lyndsey Elizabeth Morris (2012 —2014);
Kerry Bailey and Peter Peterkin (2014 — 2015);
Shelly (Garbett) Price (2015 —[2023]

NOTES
It had a beerhouse license.

1871 Census

9, Brook Road

[1] William Hodgetts (44), field carpenter, born Coseley;

[2] Elizabeth Hodgetts (43), wife, publican, born Dudley;

[3] John Hodgetts (15), son, engineer, born Swan Village;

[4] Ruth Hodgetts (10), daughter, scholar, born Woodsetton;
[5] Luke Hodgetts (8), son, scholar, born Woodsetton;

[6] Elizabeth Hodgetts (4), daughter, scholar, born Woodsetton,;
[7] Sarah Hodgetts (3 months), daughter, born Woodsetton;

[8] Ann Elwell (16), general servant, born Upper Gornal:

William Hodgetts, beer retailer, Woodsetton. [1872]

1881 Census

9, Brook Road — COTTAGE SPRING

[1] William Hodgetts (54), carpenter, born Woodsetton;

[2] Elizabeth Hodgetts (52), wife, born Dudley;

[3] John Hodgetts (25), son, engine driver — stationary, born Woodsetton;
[4] Luke Hodgetts (17), son, born Woodsetton;

[5] Elizabeth Hodgetts (14), daughter, born Woodsetton:

Dudley and District News 17/12/1881

“William Hodgetts, innkeeper, of Brook Street, Woodsetton, was charged with violating the new Inland Revenue Act by using 41b
of sugar in brewing, without first making an entry of the same in a book kept for that purpose. The offence was committed on
the 13" September last. Mr. Stokes defended. The offence being formally admitted, the evidence was not gone into. The penalty
incurred — viz. £100 — was reduced to £10.”

Evening Star 18/3/1882
“Yesterday afternoon Mr. W. H. Phillips, district coroner, held an inquest at the COTTAGE SPRING, Woodsetton, touching the



death of Samuel Brown, a miner, (49), of Brook Road, Woodsetton, who was killed at a pit in the Fox Yards Colliery, Swan Vil-
lage, near Coseley, on Wednesday morning.

Deceased was formerly a soldier serving in the 32" Regiment of the Highlanders and served years in India and returned about 10
years ago. He was in possession of a medal for having served in the Indian Mutiny.

The colliery belongs to the Earl of Dudley, but the owner and worker of the pit is Mr. William Punter, of Swan Village.

Mr. J. B. Scott, deputy inspector of mines was present.

The evidence showed that on Wednesday morning last, the workmen engaged at this pit resumed work as usual, but in an hour and
a half or so after, a quantity of coal fell upon three of them, resulting in the immediate death of Samuel Brown and the sustaining
of injuries by the other two.

Joshua Oakley stated that he, with the three others referred to, was at work on the morning named near the spot where the coal
fell. The place had been examined that way many a time and found to be quite safe; there were trees already placed under the
coal. A lump of ‘rock’ rolled out of the ‘shut’ against one of the trees, knocked it out, and the coal fell in an instant. Several tons
of coal fell. Brown was hit on the head by the fall of the coal and was killed instantly. Witness himself had a very narrow escape.
There was plenty timber put up, and plenty more down the pit for use if needed, but there was no need of additional timber. That
way the coal knocked as hard as limestone. There was no blame whatever attached to anyone.

In reply to Mr. Scott, he said there was no room for more timber, and he thought the place as safe as being in that house.

By The Coroner: The master himself had been down and knocked upon the coal that morning.

Evidence was given by Mr. Punter, who said that he could not account for the fall of coal. The coal knocked as hard as possible,
and there was plenty of timber. He did not hear the place stir, it was all quiet.

Benjamin Smith, another workman in the pit, gave corroborative evidence.

The Coroner remarked that Mr. Scott had visited the pit but could not communicate any information, the place being buried by a
large quantity of coal.

Mr. Scott said it was quite possible if he himself had visited the place before the accident that he should have come to the same
conclusion as the owner and with cases where there was enough timber, a heavy ‘knock’ could have drawn the tree, and the acci-
dent might have taken the same form as it had had there been more timber.

The jury returned a verdict of Accidental Death.”

William Hodgetts died on 9™ July 1890.

1891 Census

9, Brook Road — COTTAGE SPRING INN

[1]1 Abraham Hampton (41), publican and miner, born Sedgley;
[2] Eliza Jane Hampton (40), wife, born Sedgley;

[3] Elizabeth Granger (20), general servant, born Sedgley:

Worcestershire Chronicle 15/8/1891 - Advert
“Wanted, strong, honest Girl, one used to public house.
Apply, COTTAGE SPRING INN, Woodsetton, near Dudley.”

Birmingham Daily Post 23/9/1893
“At Wolverhampton, yesterday, Abraham Hampton, licensed brewer of Woodsetton, was summoned by the Inland Revenue au-

thorities for making an untrue entry in his brewing book as to the quantity of sugar he intended to use, 71b being recorded instead
of 241b. Mr. J. T. Squires, of Somerset House, prosecuted, and Mr. Foster defended. Mr. Squires stated that Mr. J. H. Millar, the
supervisor for the district had had his attention drawn to the defendant’s method of brewing, and samples were taken on the 1%
June. These were analyzed, and it was found that 241b of sugar had been used instead of 7Ib. The defence was that the additional
sugar had been put in the liquor by mistake. The Stipendiary, in imposing a fine of £20, said he could not understand a brewer, for
the sake of a few shillings, rendering himself liable to penalties amounting to £100. A further charge of not making an entry of the
use of sugar was not dealt with.”

1901 Census

9, Brook Road

[1] Zachariah W. Mason (37), widower, publican, born Woodsetton;
[2] Dorothy Mason (8), daughter, born Woodsetton;

[3] Hannah Johnson (60), visitor, born Woodsetton;

[4] Elizabeth Johnson (14), general servant, born Woodsetton:

1911 Census

9, Brook Road

[1] Walter Foster (46), saddler, born Sedgley;

[2] Grace Foster (39), wife, married 13 years, housewife, born Bushbury;
[3] Vernon Leslie Foster (9), son, school, born Woodsetton;

[4] Mary Dawes (30), visitor, housekeeper, born Bushbury;

[5] Rebecca Richards (20), general servant, born Woodsetton:



Walter Foster, beer retailer, Brook Street. [1912]
Mrs. Elizabeth Walters, beer retailer, 9, Brook Street. [1916]

South Staffordshire Times 8/5/1920

“Sedgley Police Court.....

Benjamin Parkes of the COTTAGE SPRING INN, Brook Road, Woodsetton, was summoned that he, being the holder of the
license of that house, did contravene the orders of the Central Control Board by supplying certain persons with beer after 10pm
on April 13, and further by permitting certain persons to consume beer, and William Barrett was charged with being on licensed
premises during prohibited hours.

Mr. C. H. Darby (Messrs. Sharpe and Darby) prosecuted, and Mr. Turton, of Wolverhampton, represented the defendants.

It was agreed to take the whole three cases together, the facts in each being the same, each of the defendants pleading not guilty.
Mr. Darby, in opening the case, said the charge was that the offence took place in the early hours of April 13", at 1.35am, viz,
between the closing hour on April 12" and the opening hour on the following day. He asked the Bench to presume from the evi-
dence that beer had been sold and supplied three and a half hours after the usual hour, and had been consumed on the premises by
the second defendant.

PS J. Parsons, of Coseley, deposed that he was in the neighbourhood of the house on the date named, and saw a light at 1.35am,
and went and listened at the window for a few minutes. He heard three or four voices, and also heard a beer pump pull.

Mr. Adams: Do you know the sound of a beer pull? — Witness: Yes, and afterwards there was noise of a coin dropping.

Mr. Adams: You heard a chink? — Witness: Yes, I went with the constable to the back and heard Barrett come to the backyard of
the house. I stopped him. We obtained admittance to the house. Both Barrett and the landlord were indoors, and were not sober.
The clock pointed at the time to 1.35 and I asked the landlord how he accounted for Barrett being in the house. The landlord said
Barrett was his cousin, and had come into the house as they had had a case of scarlet fever, and he had not been able to get any
sleep for a week. In the house there was beer in a glass. The landlord at first denied that the beer pump had just been pulled, but
afterwards said his wife had put the contents into the glass, stating that no coin had been received.

Mr. Turton: Did you know when you when you said they were drunk they went to see Dr. Ballenden? — They went in the direction
of Dr. Ballenden’s, but that is all I know.

The Bench (to Mr. Turton): Are you going to call Dr. Ballenden?

Mr. Turton said he had not summoned him to give evidence, as he did not think it necessary.

In reply to Mr. Turton, the Sergeant said the child of Mr. Parkes had been ill of scarlet fever, but he did not know whether it was
seriously ill at the time. After he was in the house Mrs. Parkes drank ale in his presence, saying it was hers. All other glasses
used had been put on one side.

By the Bench: They were dirty glasses on the tray near the beer pump, but no others on the table.

By Mr. Turton: The glasses might have been there since 10pm. There was no fresh beer in them.

PCF. W. Tagg, stationed at Coseley, said he was with PS Parsons on the day named when he arrived at the COTTAGE SPRING
INN. From the outside they heard people talking in the house, and also heard a beer pump pull, and he (witness) went and met
Barrett at the door. He told Barrett to go back into the house, and he and the Sergeant followed him in. He (Barrett) then said he
had been there since 10pm, and it was obvious he had had some drink. The landlord said he had drawn some beer, and his wife,
who was also present, said it was hers, and drank some of it and took the rest away.

By Mr. Turton: I heard the beer-pump pulled three times. Mrs. Parkes remained in the room all the time, and told him the child
was ill, and she had been attending it.

Re-examined: There were three pulls at the beer-pump; each pull would draw half a pint.

The Chairman: You heard three pulls, and you found two receptacles with a portion of beer in one, but there was another. Did
you examine it?

The Constable said he had not seen whether there had been any other beer drawn recently.

Mr. Turton submitted there was no case to answer, but the Bench overruled his submission.

The defendant was called, and said he was the manager of the house in question. The child referred to had been very seriously ill,
and his wife had been nursing it. Barrett and he were related by marriage, and his (Barrett’s) wife had helped in the nursing. They
were very short of coal, and could not keep two fires in the inn, and so he and Barrett had sat in the front room. They were both
sober at the time, and directly after the police came they went down to Dr. Ballenden’s house to be examined as to their condition.
No beer was drawn for Barrett after ten o’clock, but his wife came down from the bedroom, drew a sup of beer from the beer-
pump for herself and drank part of what was in the glass after the police came in.

Cross-examined by Mr. Darby, Mr. Parkes said he expected Dr. Ballenden to have been there to give evidence. Owing to the
child’s illness the cups on the tray had not been cleansed by his wife as they usually were. He never denied to the police that beer
had been drawn, but said that he had not drawn it. His wife had drawn some beer for herself.

William Barrett, the second defendant, said he went to the house of his cousin because of the child’s illness at about 10pm. He
remained there till 1am, but had no drink. Mrs. Parkes was there part of the time.

Mr. Darby: Do you mean to say that you remained there but three hours and never had a drop? — I did.

Did not Parkes say to the police the beer-pump had not been pulled, and then afterwards admitted that it had been pulled, and said
the beer was for the missus? — No.

Mrs. Mary Ann Parkes, wife of defendant, said that her child had been very seriously ill with scarlet fever. Barrett came into

the house during the evening, but had not been supplied with beer, but she had drawn a glass for herself. Her husband had been
sitting up night after night with the child.

Mr. Turton: On your oath was anything supplied to or consumed by Mr. Barrett that night? — Mrs. Parkes: No I drew the beer and



drank it.

The Bench asked Mrs. Parkes if she heard the money drop into the till. They also asked her how much beer could be drawn by
three long pulls. Could she drink it all?

Mrs. Parkes said she could not.

The Bench said there was an element of doubt in the case, and defendants would get the benefit of it.

The case was dismissed.”

Benjamin Parkes, beer retailer, 9. Brook Street. [1921]
Lottie Woodhall married Joseph Plant on 29" June 1929.

A billiard license was granted on 3™ February 1933.

1939 Register
9, Brook Road

[1] William H. Tomlinson, date of birth 2/8/1901, licensed victualler, married,;
[2] Dorothy F. Tomlinson, dob 21/4/1903, unpaid domestic duties, married;
[4] Sylvia Beatrice (Tomlinson) Cutler, dob 6/10/1934, under school, age, single:

London Gazette 11/8/1980

“Hands, Louis Albert, residing and lately carrying on business at the COTTAGE SPRING, 9, Brook Street ..... as a Tenant Pub-
lican. Court — Dudley (by transfer from High Court of Justice) ..... Date of First Meeting — 2™ September 1980, 10.30am. Place
— Official Receiver’s Office, Commercial Union House, 22, Martineau Square.....”

Anthony Owen was the brother in law of Peter Knight.
It closed in 2009.
It reopened as a Black Country Traditional Inn in November 2012.

Express & Star 11/3/2023

“Shelly and Tony Price have run the COTTAGE SPRING in Woodsetton since 2015, and recently celebrated their eighth anni-
versary of running the pub. Eight years on, and they are still loving life running it for Black Country Ales, where they say the
customers they have met over the years have now become friends.

Sharing about what it was like when the couple first took over the pub, Shelly, 53, says, ‘We had done some relief work for Black
Country Ales, and then we were asked if we wanted to take a look at this pub, checked it out, had an interview and we decided we
would take it on and have been here ever since. We had run pubs before, but previously it was just relief work.....

Pubs of course have been facing a tough period following the pandemic and now the cost of living crisis, with the hospitality
industry being one of the most hard-hit areas. Speaking about what it has been like, Shelly says, ‘Covid was a really weird time.
The day we were told to close the pub, everyone went silent and some were crying. We pulled the last pint and then everyone
had gone by 8pm. It was like a ghost town around here with nobody around, it was a strange time. We started doing pub takeout
lunches once a week, taking telephone orders — that kept us going a bit during the time and it allowed us to give people the feel of
a pub, as we gave bottles of beer and beer mats, and it also allowed us to keep in touch with people as well. With the energy cri-
sis, I think it goes one of two ways. People will either not come out at all as they cannot afford it, or in order to save on their own
bills they will come here to have the warmth, and I think it has worked for us in that way as we are still getting people coming in.
We always have the fire lit, and so it is a warm, cosy environment and it is the company too, rather than sitting at home on your
own, people come in, enjoy having a chat and the warmth we provide for them.’

The COTTAGE SPRING is really popular with locals but also from people from across the Black Country as it has become very
popular for its darts competitions. According to Skelly and Tony, it is a darts-mad pub. They run a league on a Monday night, and
their pub is the head office. Then on Tuesdays there is an in-house darts tournament, and regular quiz nights on Thursdays, and
Saturdays they have entertainment, and so they feel that there is a bit for everyone to keep all entertained and it has helped the pub
in its popularity.....”

[2023]

COURT HOUSE

1, Gospel End Street, Bull Ring, (Lowerside), SEDGLEY

OWNERS



The Earl of Dudley

Bindley and Co. Ltd., Burton on Trent
Ind Coope and Co. (1912) Ltd. (leased)
Ind Coope and Allsopp Ltd. (leased)
Ansells Ltd.

Punch Taverns [2000]

Cowtho (Sedgley) Ltd.

Mark Bradley [2010]

LICENSEES

Michael Ebery [1803]

Julia Ebery [1826]—/1842]

John Ebery [1839]—[1858]

John French [1860] —[1871]

William Pearson [1871]

John Watson [1872] —1878);

John Hughes (1878 — 1890);

Lucy Ann Fox and Thomas Anthony Hughes (1890);
Frederick Evans (1890 — 1893);

Henry John Boulton (1893 — 1894);
Frederick Bounds (1894);

Henry Jones (1894 — 1899);

Stephen Allen Corbett (1899);

Joseph William Owen Hincks (1899 —1900);
Joseph Thomas Dilger (1900 —1903);
Thomas Turley (1903 — 1906);

Mrs. Mary Turley (1906 — 1910);

Cornelius Henry Robson (1910 — 1916);
William Henry Ingles (1916 —1922);

James Caddick (1922 —1924);

Eric William Lobley (1924 —1925);

Harold Unwin (1925 —1931);

Charles Matthews (1931 —1933);

John Bailey (1933 —1936);

Follan Charles Smith (1936 — 1938);
Frederick John Adkins (1938 — 1939);
Barbara Eva Adkins (1939);

James Benton (1939);

Frederick Augustine Joseph Richards (1939 —1951);
Nellie Richards (1951);

Wilfred Sanson Meir (1951 — 1955);

Daniel Alexander McMillan (1955 —1976);
Czeslaw Stachowski (1976 — 1985);

Terence William Royce Mellor (1985 —1987);
Robert Leslie Morris (1987 — 1989);

Robert John Thomas (1989 — 1990);

Charles and Lesley Maren (1990 — ]

Lynn Barton [1998] —[2000]

David John Whale [2006]

Claire Hickman (2015—]

NOTES

DUDLEY ARMS [1828], [1830]

EARL OF DUDLEY’S COURT HOUSE [1834], [1866]
COURT HOUSE [1839], /1849], [1862], [1872], [1932]
LORD DUDLEY’S COURT HOUSE [1844]

It was Grade II listed.

Sedgley Heritage Trail (August 2019)




“The COURT HOUSE building has been extended from an alleged medieval base. It was always a public house as well as the
home of Lord Dudley’s regular Manorial Court, or Court Baron, and of the annual Court Leet to appoint Manor officials. Land
ownership and transfers dominated proceedings. Minor offences and coroner’s inquests were also heard. There are records from
1535 until closure in 1925.”

Village Voice (November 2021)

“The COURT HOUSE pub in Sedgley was indeed used for the hearing of both civil and criminal cases for almost 400 years; the
first recorded cases were in 1535 and it was used for the manorial court right up until 1925. It has been rumoured for many years
that there were tunnels leading from the pub to the nearby police station and to the RED LION across the other side of the Bull-
ring (although their existence has never been proved). The COURT HOUSE was also regularly used for coroners hearings.”

Aris’s Birmingham Gazette 28/11/1803 - Notice
“Turnpike Tolls to be Let.

Notice is hereby given, that the Tolls arising at the several Toll Gates, called Gospel End Gate and Side Bar, Sedgley Gate, Can
Lane Gate and Bar, with the Weighing Machine, and the Deepfields Toll Bars, erected upon the Turnpike Road leading from
Wombourn, through Sedgley, to Bilston, and from Gospel End to Over Penn, and from Sedgley to Princes End, in the County
of Stafford, will be Let by Auction to the best Bidder, for one whole Year, at the Dwelling House of Michael Ebery, the COURT
HOUSE INN, in Sedgley aforesaid, on Tuesday the 6" Day of December next, at Eleven 0’Clock in the Forenoon in the Manner
directed by the Act passed in the 13" year of the Reign of his present Majesty King George the Third, for regulating Turnpike
Roads; which said Tolls were let together for the last Year at the Rent of £360 clear of Expenses of collecting the same and will be
put up at that Sum.

Whoever happens to be the best Bidder must at the same Time give Security, with sufficient Sureties, to the satisfaction of the
Trustees of the said Turnpike Roads, for payment of Rent agreed for, and at such Times as they shall direct.

W. Fellows, Clerk to the Trustees.

Dudley, November 16, 1803.”

Aris’s Birmingham Gazette 12/6/1826 - Notice
“Sedgley Church.

Notice, is hereby given, that a Copy of the Schedule, or List of several Claimants, shewing the nature and particulars of all and
every Claims to the several Seats, Pews, and Kneelings in the Parish Church of Sedgley, in the county of Stafford, as already made
and delivered to the Commissioners for receiving, hearing, and determining all and every such Claims to the same Seats, Pews,
and Kneelings, and also a Ground Plan of the said Parish Church, and Galleries therein, are deposited at the house of Mrs. Ebery,
known by the name of the COURT HOUSE, in Sedgley aforesaid, there to remain for the space of twenty-one days, for inspec-
tion of all persons interested in taking down and re-building of the said Parish Church of Sedgley aforesaid. And all persons who
may have any objections to make to the said Claims, or any or either of them, are hereby required, on or before the 30" day of
June instant, to signify the same in writing to me, the undersigned, as the Clerk or Solicitor to the said Commissioners, specifying
therein the nature of every such objection, in order that all such objections may be taken into consideration, and finally heard and
determined by the said Commissioners at a meeting to be hereafter holden for that purpose, of which due notice will be given.

By order of the Commissioners, Henry Smith, their Clerk and Solicitor.

Wolverhampton, June 3, 1826.”

Aris’s Birmingham Gazette 6/11/1826 - Advert
“Notice is hereby given, that the Tolls arising at the several Toll Gates and Toll Bars upon the Turnpike Road leading from Wom-

bourne, through Sedgley, to Bilston and Princes End, in the county of Stafford, will be Let by Auction to the best bidder, at the
house of Julia Ebery, the COURT HOUSE, in Sedgley aforesaid.....”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 19/7/1837 - Advert
“To The Electors Of The Borough Of Wolverhampton.....

Any communication in favour of Mr. Benbow and Captain Burton’s election will be thankfully received at the following places
and houses where the gentlemen conducting their election sit daily.....
Sedgley, the COURT HOUSE and SWAN; Sedgley Lowerside, the BULLS HEAD, Deepfields.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 17/4/1839
“On the evening of the 9" instant, the Sedgley Operative Conservative Association met at the COURT HOUSE, Sedgley. S. S.

Briscoe, Esq was in the chair; and in an impressive speech showed the necessity for such associations, and offered every assis-
tance to the institution. Samuel Bateman, Esq, J. H. Turton, Esq and J. Ballendon, Esq also attended the meeting. Mr. W. S.
Nayler, of West Bromwich, addressed the meeting at considerable length. Several other animated addresses were delivered, and

a vote of thanks was given to Mr. Briscoe for his able conduct in the chair. It was the largest meeting the association has had, and
the greatest unanimity existed amongst all present. The next meeting of the Association takes place at the KINGS ARMS, Princes
End, on the evening of the 23" instant.”

John Ebery = John Ebrey

Aris’s Birmingham Gazette 19/8/1839 - Advert



“Freehold And Copyhold Messuage And Lands, in and in the vicinity of Sedgley, in the county of Stafford, formerly the estate of
John Parkes, deceased.

To be Sold by Auction, by Messrs. Chesshire and Son, on Thursday the 29" day of August inst. (instead of the 22", as previously

advertised) at four o’clock in the afternoon, at Mr. Ebery’s, the COURT HOUSE, in Sedgley, in the following or such other lots as
may be determined upon at the time of sale, and subject to conditions then to be produced, the undermentioned properties.....”

1841 Census

Gospelend Street

[1] John Ebery (40), innkeeper, COURT HOUSE;
[2] Betsee Ebery (45);

[3] John Ebery (16);

[4] Julia Ebery (70);

[5] Phoebe Whitehouse (21), fs, born Staffordshire;
[6] Sarah Hadley (16), fs, born Staffordshire:

Wolverhampton Chronicle 23/2/1842 - Notice
“Wombourn, Sedgley, And Bilston Turnpike Roads.

Notice is hereby given that the General Annual Meeting of the Trustees of the above mentioned road will be holden at the house
of Mr. John Ebery, the COURT HOUSE, in Sedgley, in the county of Stafford, on Tuesday, the 22 day of March, 1842, at eleven
o’clock in the forenoon, at which meeting a statement of the Debts, Revenue, and Expenditure of the said Turnpike Road, from the
first day of January to the 31* day of December, 1841, will be audited, and an estimate of the probable expenditure for the current
year will be laid before the trustees, pursuant to the estate; and other business connected with the new line of the road will be
transacted.

William Fellowes, Jun., Clerk to the Trustees.

Dudley, February, 8, 1842.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 27/3/1844
“On Monday the 18" instant a public dinner was given at the COURT HOUSE, Sedgley to J. W. Turton, Esq, and Joseph Cress-

well, Esq, as a slight compliment to those gentlemen for their valuable services during the late church-rate contest at that place.
The company numbered about forty, which included the most respectable inhabitants of the parish. Dudley Fereday, Esq, with
great ability, presided on the occasion, and John Maughan officiated as vice-president. The dinner, which consisted of every
delicacy of the season, was excellently served up by Mr. Ebery; and after the good things provided had satisfied the good appe-
tites which the sight of them had naturally excited, some good speeches were elicited proposing and responding to a succession
of toasts. The health of Mr. Turton and Mr. Cresswell, and ‘thanks to them for their services during the church-rate contest,” was
drank most enthusiastically, and neatly replied to by each of them.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 3/4/1844
“Edward Slater, Simeon Slater, William Slater, Benjamin Harrison, Thomas Harper, and Thomas Fellowes, charged with fighting

at Mr. Ebery’s, the COURT HOUSE, Sedgley, were ordered to pay expenses, and a man named Bunn, who was much more violent
than the rest, was ordered to find sureties.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 17/7/1844 - Advert
“Sedgley Roads. The next Meeting of the Trustees for the care of the above road will be held at Mr. Ebery’s, LORD DUDLEY’S

COURT HOUSE, in Sedgley, on Friday, the 2™ day of August next, at eleven o’clock in the forenoon, on business connected with
the new line of road and other matters.

W. Fellowes, Jun., Clerk to the Trustees.

Dudley, July 13, 1844.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 11/9/1844
“Mathew Leech was charged with cutting and maiming William Simmer. The parties met at the COURT HOUSE, in Sedgley.

Simmer was smoking a pipe, which the prisoner broke, and then gave him a slap in the face. Prosecutor knocked Leech down,
who soon after left the house, but returned with a jug, which he threw at prosecutor’s head and broke. Prosecutor laid hold of the
prisoner and threw him down, and fell down himself on one knee. Whilst wrestling on the ground, the prosecutor felt something
cut his neck. It bled very much.

Mr. Haden, surgeon, who was called to attend the prosecutor, stated that he found an incised wound in Simmer’s neck, rather more
than two inches long, and half an inch deep, on the right side of the neck below the lower jaw. The wound must have been inflict-
ed by some sharp cutting instrument. It was not, however, a dangerous wound. The prisoner, who intimated that the wound was
made by a broken bit of jug, was committed to the assizes, but bail, it was stated, would be taken.”

[At the Winter Assizes, at Stafford, on 18" December 1844, Mathew Leech charged with ‘to do bodily harm,” was found
not guilty.]

Wolverhampton Chronicle 22/10/1845
“On Wednesday last an inquest was held before T. M. Phillips, Esq, coroner, at the COURT HOUSE, Sedgley, on the body of

Charles Oakley, which had been disinterred for that purpose. The death of the deceased, it was subsequently proved, was acciden-



tal, but rumours prevailed that the engine of which he had charge was not in a proper condition at the time he received his injuries
which terminated in his death. No foundation whatever for the report, as will be seen, existed. Richard Richards stated that he
was a banksman, and lived at Coseley. The deceased, who was a few months more than sixteen years of age, was son of William
Oakley, of Coseley, engineer, and was himself employed to work an engine in the Fox Yards colliery, belonging to Messrs. Cress-
well and Sons, coalmasters. On the 6th of August last the deceased was working the engine, at about eight o’clock in the morning,
when Richards, who was on a pit bank near the engine heard him cry out. He instantly went to the engine, and saw deceased
between the fly-wheel and the wall of the fly-wheel ‘race.” Richards instantly pulled him out, and asked how he got there, and he
replied that the arm of the fly-wheel had hit him on the back of the head. The deceased was badly hurt, the injuries consisting of
a fracture to one of his legs, and contusions on the head and body. He (Richards) attributed the accident to the deceased’s going
among the machinery before it was quite stopped; the fly-wheel made half a stroke, and he (Richards) had no doubt it was then
that the fly-wheel arm struck the deceased. He was taken home, and regularly attended by Mr. Roberts, surgeon of Dudley, until
his death, which took place on the 9" instant. The deceased stated that he and gone on the fly-wheel ‘race’ to look at some men on
a hill, a short distance off. The engine was found to be in good working order. Verdict Accidental Death.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 5/8/1846
“Wolverhampton Summer Assizes.

Mary Grimley was charged in three separate indictments with stealing certain articles of wearing apparel, the property of her
master, Mr. John Ebery, an innkeeper of Sedgley. The evidence in each case was unsatisfactory, and there was reason to believe
that the son of the prosecutor had given most, if not all of the articles, to the prisoner. She was acquitted on all indictments, and
immediately discharged.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 12/8/1846
“On Saturday last an inquest was held before T. M. Phillips, Esq, coroner, at the COURT HOUSE, Sedgley, on the body of Mark

Davis, a miner, about sixty years old. The deceased who lived at Copper’s Bank, was a very drunken man, and early on Thursday
morning was found lying, in a drunken state, near to the Roman Catholic chapel, at Sedgley. He had been very drunk the preced-
ing evening. He was bruised about the eyes, and his clothes were in a filthy condition, as though he had been rolling about, but
none of the bruises would have caused death. He was taken to the workhouse, where he died about seven o’clock in the evening.
Mr. Henry Haden, surgeon, stated that he attended the deceased, whom he had known several years, and was of opinion he had
died from apoplexy. He was in an apoplectic state when taken to the workhouse. Verdict accordingly.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 9/8/1848 - Advert
“Sale This day. Growing Crops of Wheat, at the Straits, near Himley.

To Be Sold By Auction, by Mr. Abiathar Bunch, by direction of the executor of the late Alexander Gordon, Esq, on Wednesday,
August 9, 1848, at the COURT HOUSE INN, Sedgley, a five o’clock in the afternoon, subject to conditions then to be pro-
duced.....”

1851 Census

COURT HOUSE

[1] John Ebery (53), innkeeper and maltster, born Bridgnorth;

[2] Betsy Ebery (56), wife, born Selworthy, Somerset;

[3] Elizabeth Ann Ebery (21), daughter, born Minehead,;

[4] William Ebery (17), son, born Minehead;

[5] Julia Ebery (83), mother, widow, born Worfield;

[6] Elizabeth Higgins (20), house servant, born Newport, Shropshire;
[7] Esther Slater (12), house servant, born Sedgley:

Staffordshire Advertiser 25/9/1852 - Married
“On the 14" inst, at Sedgley, by the Rev. W. Lewis, MA, vicar, Mr. Richard Brewster, of Somerford Mill, to Elizabeth, only
daughter of Mr. John Ebery, COURT HOUSE, Sedgley.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 17/8/1853 - Notice
“Notice Is Hereby Given, that the Partnership heretofore subsisting between us the undersigned John Ebery and Stephen Sheldon,

both of Sedgley, in the county of Stafford, lately carrying on the trade or business of Fire-proof Safe Manufacturers, was Dis-
solved by mutual consent, and that all claims against the Co-partnership must be sent in to Mr. John Ebery, COURT HOUSE INN,
Sedgley, in the county of Stafford aforesaid, that the same may be examined and, if found correct, discharged; and all debts due to
such estate must be paid to Mr. John Ebery aforesaid.

Dated this 15" day of August, 1853.

John Ebery.

Stephen Sheldon.

Witness to the signing of both parties — Samuel Packwood, Dudley.”

Worcester Journal 21/1/1854
“South Staffordshire Election.....
Lord Paget has partially continued his canvass during the week, and has addressed meetings in those places which he had not




previously visited ..... then proceeded to attend a meeting at the GEORGE AND DRAGON, at Hall Green. The meeting was
addressed by Mr. Barlow, chairman of the district committee, Mr. Dimmack, Lord Paget, and Mr. Blackwell. The party then pro-
ceeded to the COSELEY TAVERN, and addressed a numerous meeting in the large room of that inn. They subsequently attended
another meeting at the COURT HOUSE, at Sedgley.....”

Staffordshire Advertiser 29/9/1855

“At the Petty Sessions, on Friday last, Joseph Slater, Emanuel Walters, Isaac Slater, Joseph Brittain, David Walters, John Clark,
Thomas Harper, William Cornfield, William Perry, William Ellis, and Charles Partridge, appeared in answer to a summons before
E. Best, Esq, for fighting and assisting in fighting on the previous Sunday, at Sedgley. Emmanuel Walters and a man named Perry
were to have encountered each other in a prize fight, which was prevented by the interference of police-constable Tomlinson. The
crowd then dispersed to various public-house, and the parties above got up various contests at the COURT public-house, Sedgley.
They were all bound over to keep the peace, a heavier share of the costs being apportioned to the actual combatants.”

John Ebery died in April 1858.

Wolverhampton Chronicle 19/5/1858 - Advert
“The COURT HOUSE, Sedgley.

To Be Let, with immediate possession, this well-established Inn, with about two acres of Land, at which the late Mr. Ebery has
carried on a lucrative business for a great number of years.

There are also two good Malthouses, either or both of which may be taken with the above.

The incoming tenant will be required to take to the tenant’s fixtures, and may take any part of the stock at a fair valuation.

For further particulars apply to Mr. Leigh, HIMLEY ARMS, Himley.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 10/10/1858 - Advert
“COURT HOUSE, Sedgley.

Sale On Monday Next, November 15, 1858, of the greater portion of the Furniture, contents of Malthouse, two excellent Dog
Carts, dark brown Mare, Harness, Gears, Saddles, Bridles, Cart, &c, by order of the Executors, the property of the late Mr. John
Ebery.

Mr. John Casserre will Sell by Auction, at the COURT HOUSE INN, Sedgley, on Monday Next, November the 15%, 1858, the
greater part of the Furniture and Effects, capital brown Mare, new and second-hand harness, two excellent Dog Carts, maltsters’
Cart, saddles and bridles, cart gears, malting implements, 350 bushels of Malt, upwards of 300 malt bags, eight pockets of prime
Sussex and Worcester Hops, capital Malt Crushers, malt measures, Sack Wagon, malt baskets, Day’s patent weighing machine
and weights, rick of well-ended Hay, several dozens of prime Old Port and Sherry Wines, seven boxes of prime Cigars, &c. The
Furniture includes four-post and tent bedsteads, well-seasoned white goose feather beds, mattresses, tables, chests of drawers,
carpets, large painted wing wardrobe, mahogany and Windsor chairs, seven pairs of brilliantly-cut decanters, large quantity of cut
glass, two sets of willow-pattern dinner service and odd dinner ware, large club-room tables upon trestles, noble chimney glasses
in carved and gilt frames, Pianoforte, eight-days’ timepiece, copper saucepans, pewter plates, and other effects.

The whole will be sold without reserve.

In consequence of the great number of lots and shortness of the days, the sale will commence at ten o’clock to the minute.

The Dog Carts, Harness, Horse and Stable will be sold at two o’clock.

John Casserre, Auctioneer and Valuer, 51, Snowhill, Wolverhampton.”

John French = John Finch

Wolverhampton Chronicle 6/2/1861 - Advert
“Gospel End, Sedgley, about midway between Dudley and Wolverhampton, Sale of Capital Oak, Elm, Poplar, Sycamore, Beech

and Other Timber.

Mr. Bateman will Sell by Auction at the COURT HOUSE, Sedgley, on Tuesday, the 19" day of February, at six o’clock in the
evening, and subject to conditions then to be produced, upwards of 400 capital hedgerow Timber Trees.

Lot 1. Sixteen Oak, numbered 1 to 16; 86 Ash, numbered 1 to 86; 50 Elm, numbered 1 to 50; 67 Poplar, numbered 1 to 67; 41
Sycamore, numbered 1 to 41; 12 Beech, numbered 1 to 12; 2 Larch, and 2 Hornbeam, growing on lands comprising the Gospel
End House and Brown Wall farms, situate on the north and south sides of the turnpike road leading from Sedgley to Wombourne,
at Gospel End, in the parish of Sedgley, in the respective occupations of Mr. John Millard and Mr. Thomas Evans, who will, upon
application, appoint a person to show the Timber.

Lot 2. Eight Oak, numbered 1 to 8; 35 Ash, numbered 1 to 35; 49 Elm, numbered 1 to 40 and 1 to 9; 41 Poplar, numbered 1 to 41;
and 35 Sycamore, numbered 1 to 35; growing on lands called Lower farm, commencing at Red Lane, at Gospel End aforesaid, in
the occupation of Mr. Millard.

For further particulars, apply to the Auctioneer, or to Messrs. Bourn and Sons, Solicitors, all of Dudley.”

1861 Census

Gospel End Street

[1] John French (31), licensed victualler, born Wardington, Oxfordshire;
[2] Eliza French (27), wife, born Thenford, Northamptonshire;

[3] Jesse Wall (21), servant, ostler, born Great Alne, Warwickshire;



[4] Sarah Brittain (28), house servant, born Sedgley:

Wolverhampton Chronicle 15/5/1861
“Acting upon the advice given by Tidd Pratt, Esq, in his late lecture at Bilston, viz, ‘the holding of their meetings away from pub-

lic houses,’ the No.15 Loyal Lodge of Good Fellows on Monday evening, being club night, unanimously decided to remove their
lodge away from the COURT HOUSE INN, to the Life Boat Temperance Hotel, and the removal is likely to result in a saving to
the members, as nothing now will be stopped from their contributions for drink, and the wisdom of this step is further established
by numbers promising to become members in consequence; several gentlemen have also promised their co-operation by becoming
honorary members.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 3/7/1861
“Mr. Griffiths, in the evening, addressed a meeting at Sedgley. At his committee room, at the COURT HOUSE INN, Mr. Griffiths

said he had been led to understand that he must not expect much support from Sedgley; but that in fact, the vast majority of the
electors there were opposed to him. In reply to this observation, several enthusiastic members of the committee assured Mr. Grif-
fiths that such was not the case, but on the contrary, the majority of members of the committee were in his favour. Another gentle-
man said there was no doubt that the majority of the electors were opposed to Mr. Griffiths, but he was of the opinion nevertheless
that a greater number of electors would support him that was generally supposed. Mr. Griffiths then went into the Bull Ring,

and spoke from the box of his carriage. There were about 600 or 700 persons present, who warmly cheered him on his rising to
address them. In the course of a speech about an hours’ length, Mr. Griffiths alluded to the Parliamentary history of the borough
which had been comparatively without incident, and condemned the idea of the suffrages of the electors being disposed of by a
clique who met in conclave, and decided amongst them selves who should be returned without consulting the constituents.....”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 4/9/1861
“Applications For New Licenses.....

Mr. John French, of the COURT HOUSE, Sedgley, was opposed in his application for a renewal of his license by Mr. Homer, on
the grounds that a large organ or musical box had been introduced into the house, which played secular music on week-days and
sacred music on Sundays. There was no other complaint against the house, and the license was therefore renewed.”

Birmingham Daily Post 8/12/1863 - Advert
“Wanted, an active young man, as Ostler, and Brewer, to live in the house and make himself generally useful.

Apply at the COURT HOUSE, Sedgley.”

Birmingham Journal 13/2/1864
“Mr. T. M. Phillips, coroner, resumed his inquiry at the COURT HOUSE, Sedgley, on Friday, touching the death of a female child

that was found in a well, in Duck Lane, on Wednesday fortnight, as already reported in this paper. Mrs. Harley was re-called, and
the Coroner said it appeared mightily strange that she could have discovered the child in the mysterious manner she had stated at
the previous inquiry, and proceeded to put some very searching questions as to whether she had not had a female lodger or visitor
at her house at the time it was found, but nothing material was elicited. Sabina Butler, having spoken to going to Mrs. Harley’s
assistance when the child was found, John Bagley, who resided within thirty yards of the well, stated that about eleven o’clock on
the Tuesday night previous to the child being found, he was returning ‘from having some fun at the Temperance Club,” and when
near the well in Duck Lane he heard a tremendous splash in the water, and turning in that direction saw a woman beating a rapid
retreat up the fold adjoining. In doing so she stumbled. He thought something was wrong, but afterwards concluded that she
might have accidentally dropped her bucket, so took no further notice. Mr. H. Ballenden, surgeon, deposed to have made a post
mortem examination of the body of the child. He said he found injuries from violence on the left leg, hips, neck, arms, and mouth.
The child was a remarkably fine and healthy one. He gave it as his opinion that the child had never been washed or partaken of
any food, but it had breathed and lived for some time. It was suffocated before it was placed in the water by bandages tied over
its mouth. The Coroner remarked it was evident that it was most foul murder, and that two or more persons were concerned in

it. After some consideration the Jury returned a verdict of Wilful Murder against some person or persons unknown. The Coroner
said he would recommend that a handsome reward be offered by the Government for the discovery of the murderer.”

Birmingham Daily Post 27/11/1865 - Advert
“Wanted, immediately, a young Man, as Brewer, and to make himself generally useful.

Apply, COURT HOUSE, Sedgley.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 21/2/1866 - Notice
“Sedgley Roads.

Notice is Hereby Given that the General Annual Meeting of the Trustees for executing the Act of Parliament ‘For Repairing and
improving the Roads commonly called the Sedgley roads, in the County of Stafford, and for making a new line of Road connected
therewith in the said County,” will be held at Mr. French’s, EARL DUDLEY’S COURTHOUSE, Sedgley, on Friday the 2™ day of
March next, at Eleven o’clock in the forenoon. At which meeting the Debts, Revenue, and Expenditure of the above roads, com-
mencing on the first day of January, 1865, and ending the 31* day of December, in the same year, will be audited, and an estimate
of the probable expenditure of the current year will be submitted to the said meeting, and other business relative to the said Roads
will be transacted.

Henry Coldicott, Clerk to the Trustees.



Dudley, 6" February, 1866.”

Birmingham Daily Post 11/8/1866 - Advert
“For Sale, Pedestals and Paintings, Writing Desk and large Oak Chest, Hatbands, Pall Cloth, and Regalia belonging to No.16

Good Fellows Lodge.
Apply to Mr. John French, COURT HOUSE, Sedgley.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 5/12/1866 - Notice
“Sedgley Turnpike Roads.

Whereas the Tolls arising at the several Toll gates and Toll bars upon the Turnpike Road leading from Wombourne through
Sedgley to Bilston and Princes End, in the county of Stafford, (being the Old District), were on the 9" day of November instant,
pursuant to due Notices, put up to be let by Auction, at the house of Mr. John French, EARL DUDLEY’S COURT HOUSE, in
Sedgley aforesaid, on Friday, the 14" December next, between the hours of Ten and Twelve in the forenoon, for the term of One
Year, commencing the First day of January next, at such sums respectively as the Trustees of the said Turnpike Road then present
may agree upon, and in the manner directed by the Act passed in the 3™ and 4" Years of the Reign of His Majesty’s King George
the Fourth, ‘For Regulating Turnpike Roads,’ in the following Lots.

Lot 1. (Old District.) Gospel End Gate and Bar, Sedgley Gate, Can Lane Gate and Bar, Deepfield Gate and Bar, and Ladymoor
Gate and Bar.

Lot 2. (New District.) Bunker’s Hill, Littleworth, Hurst Lane, Park Lane, and Dudley Port Gates, and Groveland Bar.

Whoever happens to be the best bidder must at the same time pay one month in advance (if required) of the rent at which each of
such lots or tolls may be let, and give security with sufficient sureties to the satisfaction of the trustees of the said turnpike roads
for payment of the rest of the money monthly.

Henry Coldicott. Clerk to the Trustees of the said Turnpike Roads. Dudley, 12" November, 1866.”

Wolverhampton Chronicle 8/4/1868 - Advert
“County of Stafford. Weights and Measures. District C, or South Staffordshire

I hereby give notice that I shall attend at the undermentioned times and places for the purpose of Comparing and Examining such
Weights and Measure as shall be brought to me for that purpose, and stamping such items as shall be found correct.....

COURT HOUSE, at Sedgley, on Thursdays, April 16%, May 14%, and June 11%, 1868, at Two o’clock pm.....

All Person residing in the said District desirous of having their Weights and Measures stamped should bring them or send them to
any of the above places for adjustment, as shall be most convenient; or to my residence, at Goldthorn Hill, near Wolverhampton,
on Wednesdays and Saturdays.

Persons within any local jurisdiction, for which a separate Inspector is appointed, cannot have their Weights and Measures Exam-
ined or Stamped by the County Inspector.

J. George Horder. Inspector of Weights and Measures for the said District.

Brueton Villa, Goldthorn Hill, Wolverhampton. April 1, 1868.”

Birmingham Daily Post 14/7/1868
“West Staffordshire Liberal Registration.

Persons (Liberal) having qualified in the parish of Sedgley for county votes, and not on the register, may be registered, free of ex-
pense, by attending the COURT HOUSE, Sedgley, on Monday and Tuesday, the 13" and 14" days of July inst, between the hours
of three and nine o’clock in the afternoon and evening; and the Infant School Room belonging to Darkhouse Chapel, Coseley, on
Wednesday and Thursday, the 15" and 16th July inst, between the hours of five and nine o’clock in the afternoon and evening of
such days.”

Aris’s Birmingham Gazette 2/2/1870 - Advert
“Lost, in Dudley, January 21*, small Brown Terrier Dog. Mark on right fore foot. Anyone detaining him after this notice will be

prosecuted.
COURT HOUSE, Sedgley.”

1871 Census

1, Gospelend Street — COURT HOUSE INN

[1] John French (41), licensed victualler, born Wardington, Oxfordshire;
[2] Eliza French (37), wife, born Thenford, Northamptonshire;
[3] Mary Berry (16), niece, visitor, born Rotley, Warwickshire;
[4] Jesse Wall (31), servant, brewer, born Alcester;

[5] Susannah Hall (18), domestic servant, born Sedgley;

[5] Susannah Ralph (6), niece, visitor, born Tipton;

[6] Georgina Mallin (3), niece, visitor, born Tipton;

[7] Edward J. Mallin (1), nephew, visitor, born Tipton;

[8] Jane Timms (16), domestic servant, born Tipton:

Dudley Herald 4/11/1871
“William Pearson, COURT HOUSE, Sedgley ..... fined 10s and costs for permitting gambling.”




Staffordshire Advertiser 23/3/1872 - Notice

“County of Stafford. Weights and Measures, District C, or South Staffordshire.

Notice is hereby given, that I shall attend at the undermentioned times and places for the purpose of Comparing and Examining all
such Weights and Measures as shall be brought to me for that purpose, and Stamping such of them as shall be found correct.....
At the COURT HOUSE INN, at Sedgley, on Thursdays, April 18th and May 16th, 1872, at ten o’clock am.....

All persons residing in the said District desirous of having their Weights and Measures stamped should bring or send them to any
of the above places for adjustment, as shall be most convenient, upon the days and at the hours mentioned.

Persons within any local jurisdiction for which a separate Inspector is appointed cannot have their Weights and Measures Exam-
ined or Stamped by the County Inspector.

J. George Horder. Inspector of Weights and Measures for District C, or South Staffordshire.

Goldthorn Hill, Wolverhampton, March 16%, 1872.”

Birmingham Daily Post 22/4/1873 - Advert
“General Servant (good) wanted; must understand cooking. Comfortable Home. Man Kept.

Apply COURT HOUSE INN, Sedgley.”

Birmingham Daily Post 17/9/1873
“On the application of John Watson, landlord of the COURT HOUSE, Sedgley, the Magistrates granted an additional hour on this

(Wednesday) evening, on the occasion of the anniversary of the 29" Staffordshire Volunteers.”

Midland Counties Evening Express 1/12/1874

“Thomas Cooper, a puddler, was charged with assaulting Emma Lamb, barmaid at the COURT HOUSE INN, Sedgley. It ap-
peared that on the 9" November, defendant and his wife visited the taproom of the COURT HOUSE, and as their language was
foul and unproper, Mr. Watson, the landlord, remonstrated, and finding that they would not cease swearing, he tried to put them
both out of the house. In the scuffle defendant knocked the landlord down. Shortly afterwards complainant went into the tap-
room, when her hair net was taken from her, and she was assaulted. Returning to the Inn after purchasing another net from a
neighbouring shop, she was met, knocked down, became insensible from the effects, and had to be carried home. Defendant’s
wife assaulted her. A number of witnesses were examined, the Bench expressing the opinion that perjury had been committed. In
the course of the hearing, it came out that the landlord wanted the defendant to go down Duck Lane and fight it out. The Bench
spoke in strong terms of the case, saying that they were disposed to send defendant to prison without the option of a fine, but con-
sidering all the circumstances, they had decided to fine him £1 and costs, or one month in default.

Police Inspector Tomlinson had instructions to convey to Mr. Watson the magistrates’ sense of the bad conduct of his house.”

Dudley Herald 13/5/1876
“Jonathan Cadman, grocer and draper and postmaster for the district of Sedgley was charged with being drunk and refusing to quit
the COURT HOUSE INN on the 3" inst. ..... fined 10s.”

Dudley Herald 14/10/1876
“The annual dinner of the Sedgley Rifle Volunteers took place on Monday night at the COURT HOUSE INN, Sedgley. Captain
Naylor presided.....”

Wolverhampton Express and Star 1/9/1877
“The annual licensing sessions for the Bilston division were held at the Public Office, Bilston, yesterday.....

The black list was as follows ..... Licensed Victuallers....

John Watson, COURT HOUSE INN, Sedgley, permitting drunkenness, 40s and costs.....

None of these persons had their license endorsed.

The whole of the licenses in the ‘black list,” it was stated, would be held over until the adjourned sessions.”

Birmingham Daily Post 22/9/1877
“Bilston Adjourned Licensing Sessions were held yesterday.....

The licenses of the following persons were renewed, each holder being cautioned.....
John Watson, COURT HOUSE, Sedgley.”

Birmingham Daily Gazette 28/9/1877 - Advert
“Extensive and Peremptory Sale, at the COURT HOUSE INN, Sedgley.

To Licensed Victuallers, Innkeepers, Heads of Families, and Others.

To be Sold by Auction, by Mr. Charles Round, This Day (Friday), the 28" day of September, by order of the Mortgagee, under the
power of a Bill of Sale.

All the Valuable Brewing Plant, Public-House Fixtures, Ale Barrels, Household Furniture, Stock-In-Trade, and Effects, being

the contents of four Chambers, five Cellars, Parlour, Smoke Room, Commercial Room, Bar, Tap Room, Store Room, Yard and
Premises, and comprising of Screens and Seatings, with Elbows; Mahogany-cased Barrel Organ, with six Barrels, plays forty-two
tunes; cross-leg Drinking Tables, mahogany and horse-hair seated Chairs; mahogany Dining Tables, Window Pole and Fittings,
mahogany round Stand Table, oblong Table five-pull Ale Machine, Cupboards, Chimney and Swing Glasses, Tap Table, covered



with lead; eight-day Clock, in mahogany; Beaufet, Barometer, mahogany and oak Chests of Drawers, four-post, half-tester and
iron Bedsteads; Beds, Bed Furniture, and Bed Linen; Chamber Chairs, Washstands, and Dressing Tables; thirty Ale and Spirit
Casks, various sizes; Tubs, Coolers, Buckets, Pails, Spouts, Trestles, Benches, Mash Tub; 200, 90, and 20-gallon Boilers and
Fittings; Grates and Fixings, Sign, Lamps, and Ironwork; Gas Fittings and Piping; the Stock of Wines and Spirits, Ales, &c, &c;
and a large quantity of other Effects, too numerous to mention, on the Premises of John Watson, which will be sold without the
slightest reserve.

Sale to commence at Eleven o’clock a.m.

Auctioneer’s Offices, 60, High Street, Tipton.”

Birmingham Daily Gazette 1/11/1877
“Court Leet.

The customary Copyhold Court of the Right Hon. the Earl of Dudley for the parish of Sedgley, was held at the COURT HOUSE
HOTEL, Sedgley, on Tuesday afternoon, when there was a large attendance of copyholders, and after the formal business had
been transacted upwards of forty gentlemen sat down to an excellent diner supplied by Mr. Watson.....”

Dudley Herald 21/2/1880
“The annual meeting of the Conservatives in the Sedgley district was held at the COURT HOUSE, Sedgley, yesterday, Dr. Ballen-
den, Vice-President of the Association presiding.....”

1881 Census

Gospel End Street — COURT HOUSE

[1] John Hughes (58), widower, victualler, born Tipton;

[2] Lucy A. Hughes (32), daughter, barmaid, born Tipton;
[3] Mary J. Hughes (30), daughter, born Tipton;

[4] Thomas A. Hughes (22), son, born Tipton;

[5] Ernest T. Hughes (5), grandson, born Wolverhampton;
[6] Ann Southall (26), general servant, born Smethwick;
[7] Elizabeth Rogers (18), general servant, born Ironbridge:

Evening Express 13/6/1881
“Samuel Bennett, a labourer, was charged with refusing to quit the COURT HOUSE INN, and doing wilful damage to the proper-

ty of Mr. John Hughes, the proprietor.

On Saturday, defendant went to this inn while drunk, and asked to be supplied with some ale. This was refused and he then went
into another room and began drinking another person’s liquor. This being objected to, he struck several persons, and broke some
glasses and jugs. He refused to leave the house when requested, and, after being ejected, returned again and made a great distur-
bance.

Mr. Hughes did not wish to press the case.

The Stipendiary said that but for Mr. Hughes leniency defendant would have been heavily fined, for such conduct could not be
tolerated. He would be fined 5s and costs for e